Richard  J ewell  and  Dale  Friend  Collections 


and  other  important  properties 


UUfitr, 


lflS6 


March  14-15, 2006  • Baltimore,  Maryland 

AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES,  llc 


Prices  Realized 


Total  Prices  Realized:  $12,837,735 


March  14-15, 2006  • Baltimore,  Maryland  Cyollcct /OH 


LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE 


1 

7,475.00 

83 

1,380.00 

172 

632.50 

270 

1,495.00 

364 

920.00 

488 

1,265.00 

577 

1,380.00 

682 

575.00 

782 

2,875.00 

2 

1,265.00 

84 

1,840.00 

173 

1,035.00 

271 

1,610.00 

365 

1,380.00 

489 

5,405.00 

578 

690.00 

683 

1,725.00 

783 

3,220.00 

4 

3,910.00 

85 

2,530.00 

174 

5,290.00 

273 

1,495.00 

366 

862.50 

490 

7,762.50 

579 

1,035.00 

684 

1,150.00 

784 

1,610.00 

5 

2,530.00 

86 

5.750.00 

175 

3,220.00 

275 

4,830.00 

367 

1,380.00 

492 

23,000.00 

580 

517.50 

685 

1,610.00 

785 

1,725.00 

6 

2,760.00 

87 

5,290.00 

176 

2,760.00 

277 

6,900.00 

368 

552.00 

494 

2,300.00 

582 

460.00 

687 

1,840.00 

787 

1,207.50 

7 

1,150.00 

88 

1,092.50 

177 

577.30 

278 

1,840.00 

370 

483.00 

495 

8,625.00 

583 

4,715.00 

688 

3,680.00 

788 

4,025.00 

8 

1,150.00 

89 

2,760.00 

179 

2,070.00 

280 

1,265.00 

371 

4,830.00 

496 

1,725.00 

585 

1,207.50 

689 

2,760.00 

789 

12,075.00 

9 

3,220.00 

90 

1,092.50 

180 

747.50 

281 

4,140.00 

372 

1,265.00 

497 

4,830.00 

586 

2,300.00 

690 

1,495.00 

790 

3,220.00 

10 

3.220.00 

91 

1,725.00 

181 

632.50 

282 

1,495.00 

374 

460.00 

498 

1,610.00 

589 

1,610.00 

691 

3,565.00 

791 

3,680.00 

11 

3.910.00 

92 

977.50 

182 

1,150.00 

283 

483.00 

375 

1,495.00 

499 

1,035.00 

590 

977.50 

692 

2,415.00 

792 

2,530.00 

12 

3,450.00 

93 

977.50 

183 

948.75 

284 

632.50 

376 

862.50 

500 

1,840.00 

593 

2,760.00 

693 

2,760.00 

794 

1,092.50 

13 

1,840.00 

94 

920.00 

184 

1,495.00 

285 

1,265.00 

377 

632.50 

501 

5,290.00 

594 

1,725.00 

696 

1,265.00 

796 

2,300.00 

14 

977.50 

95 

862.50 

185 

9,200.00 

286 

1,092.50 

378 

2.645.00 

502 

2,127.50 

595 

1,495.00 

697 

1,092.50 

797 

1,955.00 

15 

1,610.00 

96 

2,530.00 

189 

1,150.00 

287 

603.75 

380 

805.00 

503 

1,955.00 

598 

28,175.00 

698 

1,915.90 

799 

2,415.00 

16 

460.00 

97 

1,092.50 

190 

747.50 

288 

483.00 

382 

4,025.00 

504 

3,680.00 

599 

1,725.00 

702 

862.50 

800 

2,760.00 

17 

29,900.00 

98 

1,265.00 

191 

483.00 

289 

8,050.00 

383 

368.00 

505 

1,150.00 

600 

1,035.00 

704 

483.00 

801 

3,220.00 

18 

1,955.00 

99 

1,150.00 

193 

7,475.00 

290 

34,500.00 

384 

3,680.00 

506 

1,495.00 

601 

19,550.00 

705 

920.00 

802 

2,530.00 

20 

21,850.00 

100 

690.00 

196 

632.50 

291 

4,830.00 

387 

437.00 

509 

1,725.00 

602 

1,092.50 

707 

2,530.00 

803 

3,450.00 

21 

16,100.00 

101 

747.50 

201 

2,760.00 

292 

74,750.00 

388 

603.75 

510 

1,610.00 

603 

1,437.50 

710 

920.00 

805 

12,362.50 

22 

483.00 

102 

575.00 

203 

1,955.00 

294 

6,325.00 

389 

1,840.00 

511 

1,495.00 

604 

2,070.00 

711 

632.50 

807 

2,875.00 

23 

4,600.00 

103 

1,610.00 

204 

690.00 

295 

9,775.00 

391 

3,507.50 

512 

2,070.00 

605 

184.00 

720 

28,750.00 

809 

9,200.00 

24 

6,325.00 

104 

920.00 

207 

253.00 

297 

5,750.00 

393 

253.00 

514 

1,092.50 

607 

253.00 

721 

6,900.00 

810 

2,185.00 

25 

3,335.00 

105 

747.50 

211 

8,625.00 

298 

5,290.00 

394 

1,840.00 

515 

10,637.50 

609 

6,325.00 

722 

5,750.00 

811 

10,925.00 

27 

34,500.00 

106 

368.00 

212 

34,500.00 

300 

7,475.00 

395 

454.25 

517 

862.50 

610 

2,645.00 

723 

27,600.00 

814 

5,290.00 

28 

1,725.00 

107 

1,495.00 

213 

862.50 

301 

4,370.00 

396 

1,380.00 

518 

2,990.00 

611 

690.00 

724 

4,140.00 

815 

3,220.00 

29 

747.50 

108 

483.00 

214 

3,680.00 

302 

12,650.00 

397 

747.50 

519 

2,530.00 

613 

391.00 

725 

776.25 

816 

18,400.00 

30 

1,380.00 

109 

1,207.50 

215 

3.220.00 

303 

19,550.00 

399 

2,990.00 

520 

805.00 

616 

6,900.00 

727 

11,500.00 

817 

9,775.00 

31 

310.50 

110 

632.50 

216 

9,775.00 

304 

7,475.00 

402 

10,925.00 

521 

3,450.00 

617 

460.00 

728 

8,165.00 

819 

21,850.00 

32 

506.00 

111 

506.00 

217 

5,405.00 

305 

3,680.00 

404 

3,680.00 

522 

74,750.00 

620 

3,680.00 

729 

1,495.00 

820 

6,037.50 

33 

575.00 

112 

977.50 

218 

3,910.00 

306 

1,840.00 

405 

1,265.00 

523 

29,900.00 

621 

4,255.00 

730 

2,875.00 

821 

1,610.00 

34 

253.00 

113 

529.00 

219 

1,150.00 

307 

2,300.00 

407 

31,050.00 

524 

29,900.00 

622 

11,500.00 

731 

3,910.00 

822 

1,495.00 

35 

62,100.00 

114 

506.00 

220 

805.00 

308 

1,840.00 

409 

1,495.00 

525 

12,650.00 

624 

7,475.00 

732 

1,725.00 

826 

1,035.00 

36 

64,400.00 

115 

805.00 

221 

1,150.00 

309 

1,552.50 

410 

391.00 

526 

2,645.00 

625 

63,250.00 

733 

920.00 

829 

6,325.00 

37 

87,400.00 

116 

575.00 

222 

747.50 

311 

2,530.00 

412 

1,725.00 

527 

172.50 

626 

12,650.00 

734 

5,520.00 

836 

1,840.00 

38 

6,325.00 

117 

2,300.00 

223 

4,600.00 

312 

1,955.00 

416 

805.00 

528 

7,475.00 

627 

14,950.00 

735 

12,650.00 

839 

690.00 

39 

632.50" 

118 

603.75 

224 

1,610.00 

313 

5,290.00 

420 

3,220.00 

531 

20,700.00 

628 

862.50 

736 

25,300.00 

840 

805.00 

40 

1,035.00 

119 

5,520.00 

225 

1,725.00 

315 

8,050.00 

422 

5,520.00 

532 

29,900.00 

629 

2,990.00 

737 

1,092.50 

1001 

4,370.00 

41 

575.00 

120 

1,437.50 

226 

805.00 

316 

4,140.00 

424 

1,322.50 

535 

17,825.00 

630 

3,168.25 

738 

4,255.00 

1002 

4,140.00 

42 

2,875.00 

121 

1,035.00 

227 

1,610.00 

318 

1,610.00 

427 

10,925.00 

536 

10,350.00 

631 

19,550.00 

739 

6,900.00 

1005 

18,400.00 

43 

747.50 

122 

690.00 

229 

2,185.00 

319 

3,335.00 

428 

4,485.00 

537 

4,140.00 

633 

4,140.00 

740 

2,760.00 

1006 

3,220.00 

44 

1,207.50 

123 

1,150.00 

230 

1,380.00 

321 

25,300.00 

429 

287.50 

538 

632.50 

634 

1,610.00 

741 

1,006.25 

1007 

13,800.00 

45 

322.00 

124 

747.50 

231 

2,012.50 

322 

1,265.00 

430 

920.00 

539 

7,475.00 

636 

1,955.00 

742 

1,495.00 

1008 

70,150.00 

46 

1,610.00 

125 

747.50 

232 

747.50 

325 

862.50 

431 

11,500.00 

540 

13,800.00 

637 

23,000.00 

743 

11,500.00 

1010 

1,725.00 

47 

1,955.00 

126 

747.50 

233 

977.50 

326 

690.00 

434 

2,771.50 

541 

2,760.00 

638 

8,050.00 

744 

1,063.75 

1011 

8,050.00 

48 

690.00 

127 

437.00 

234 

977.50 

327  ’ 

632.50 

435 

506.00 

542 

19,550.00 

639 

3,450.00 

745 

2,530.00 

1013 

20,700.00 

49 

1,840.00 

128 

1,150.00 

235 

4,140.00 

330 

1,380.00 

436 

7,245.00 

543 

1,725.00 

641 

6,900.00 

746 

19,550.00 

1018 

5,290.00 

50 

920.00 

129 

1,150.00 

236 

1,150.00 

331 

8,625.00 

438 

1,150.00 

544 

25,300.00 

642 

1,495.00 

747 

4,830.00 

1019 

8,050.00 

51 

14,950.00 

130 

920.00 

237 

862.50 

332 

1,035.00 

442 

1,265.00 

545 

4,140.00 

645 

1,380.00 

748 

19,550.00 

1020 

17,250.00 

52 

101,200.00 

132 

345.00 

238 

632.50 

333 

747.50 

446 

460.00 

546 

12,075.00 

646 

1,610.00 

749 

1,150.00 

1021 

7,475.00 

53 

632.50 

133 

2,990.00 

239 

690.00 

334 

5,520.00 

447 

6,210.00 

547 

6,612.50 

647 

1,495.00 

750 

16,100.00 

1022 

12,650.00 

54 

1,092.50 

135 

632.50 

240 

920.00 

336 

1,150.00 

449 

195.50 

548 

948.75 

648 

6,670.00 

751 

4,830.00 

1025 

11,500.00 

55 

1,092.50 

137 

920.00 

241 

460.00 

337 

1,150.00 

450 

1,840.00 

549 

1,610.00 

649 

2,990.00 

752 

8,625.00 

1026 

36,800.00 

56 

9,775.00 

138 

2,990.00 

243 

833.75 

338 

9,775.00 

452 

552.00 

550 

1,380.00 

651 

2,185.00 

754 

16,100.00 

1027 

13,225.00 

57 

747.50 

141 

1,265.00 

244 

805.00 

339 

1,840.00 

454 

1,380.00 

552 

17,250.00 

652 

6,325.00 

756 

1,380.00 

1029 

5,750.00 

58 

4,830.00 

143 

5,290.00 

245 

1,552.50 

340 

977.50 

455 

1,610.00 

555 

9,775.00 

653 

3,680.00 

757 

1,265.00 

1030 

5,060.00 

59 

1,955.00 

144 

1,265.00 

246 

690.00 

341 

2,185.00 

459 

414.00 

556 

9,775.00 

656 

1,207.50 

758 

1.092.50 

1031 

10,350.00 

65 

1,035.00 

145 

805.00 

247 

632.50 

343 

1,495.00 

460 

1,725.00 

557 

1,380.00 

657 

920.00 

759 

52,900.00 

1034 

2,070.00 

66 

805.00 

146 

747.50 

248 

546.25 

344 

1,495.00 

464 

1,495.00 

558 

1,092.50 

658 

3,220.00 

760 

20,700.00 

1035 

1,265.00 

67 

529.00 

148 

805.00 

249 

805.00 

346 

3,680.00 

465 

1,265.00 

559 

1,150.00 

659 

11,500.00 

761 

17,250.00 

1036 

10,925.00 

68 

483.00 

149 

805.00 

250 

575.00 

347 

1,265.00 

466 

1,782.50 

560 

12,650.00 

660 

1,035.00 

763 

2,300.00 

1040 

17,250.00 

69 

1,380.00 

150 

690.00 

252 

690.00 

348 

2,530.00 

467 

2,300.00 

561 

5,060.00 

661 

1,840.00 

764 

2,185.00 

1041 

2,530.00 

70 

977.50 

152 

805.00 

253 

632.50 

349 

3,220.00 

469 

103.50 

563 

920.00 

664 

2,760.00 

766 

9,775.00 

1043 

17,250.00 

71 

690.00 

153 

1,035,00 

254 

690.00 

350 

718.75 

472 

310.50 

565 

3,220.00 

665 

3,680.00 

767 

1,782.50 

1044 

2,415.00 

72 

1,380.00 

155 

805.00 

255 

575.00 

351 

5,980.00 

475 

575.00 

566 

4,140.00 

667 

16,100.00 

768 

6,325.00 

1045 

5,060.00 

73 

437.00 

156 

632.50 

256 

690.00 

352 

1,092.50 

476 

1,725.00 

567 

3,220.00 

668 

1,840.00 

769 

16,100.00 

1049 

2,415.00 

74 

747.50 

157 

632.50 

257 

862.50 

353 

747.50 

477 

83,375.00 

568 

5,060.00 

671 

805.00 

770 

25,300.00 

1050 

8,740.00 

75 

977.50 

158 

920.00 

258 

1,035.00 

354 

1,725.00 

478 

6,900.00 

569 

7,475.00 

672 

2,070.00 

771 

31,050.00 

1052 

2,300.00 

76 

575.00 

159 

948.75 

259 

1,495.00 

356 

1,495.00 

479 

5,175.00 

570 

3,450.00 

673 

7,187.50 

772 

5,520.00 

1053 

1,955.00 

77 

529.00 

160 

2,530.00 

260 

632.50 

357 

1,150.00 

482 

2,300.00 

571 

12,075.00 

674 

3,220.00 

773 

1,897.50 

1055 

862.50 

78 

2,990.00 

162 

805.00 

261 

805.00 

358 

4,600.00 

483 

5,060.00 

572 

18,400.00 

675 

1,150.00 

774 

4,025.00 

1056 

6,900.00 

79 

632.50 

164 

1,012.00 

262 

1,265.00 

359 

1,840.00 

484 

6,900.00 

573 

1,265.00 

676 

1,265.00 

776 

19,550.00 

1058 

9,200.00 

80 

690.00 

169 

977.50 

263 

977.50 

360 

103.50 

485 

2,070.00 

574 

3,450.00 

677 

6,325.00 

777 

64,400.00 

1063 

2,760.00 

81 

3,910.00 

170 

3,910.00 

264 

13,800.00 

361 

1,265.00 

486 

1,725.00 

575 

1,150.00 

678 

3,910.00 

778 

2,300.00 

1067 

8,050.00 

82 

3,335.00 

171 

3,335.00 

265 

1,840.00 

363 

1,495.00 

487 

2,760.00 

576 

3,450.00 

681 

3,450.00 

780 

1,840.00 

1070 

10,637.50 
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All  prices  listed  include  the  15%  buyer’s  fee 


LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

1071 

3.450.00 

1220 

6,325.00 

1369 

3,680.00 

I486 

1,006.25 

1584 

17,250.00 

1705 

9,200.00 

1848 

18,400.00 

1973 

345.00 

2085 

1,725.00 

1075 

8,510.00 

1221 

862.50 

1370 

5,290.00 

1487 

64,400.00 

1585 

7,475.00 

1706 

32,200.00 

1849 

1,840.00 

1975 

345.00 

2087 

1,955.00 

1076 

5*060  00 

1222 

805.00 

1371 

5.520.00 

1488 

4,140.00 

1586 

8,912.50 

1707 

15,525.00 

1851 

506.00 

1976 

356.50 

2089 

805.00 

1079 

149,500.00 

1223 

13,800.00 

1372 

7,475.00 

1489 

1,897.50 

1587 

6,900.00 

1708 

92,000.00 

1852 

368.00 

1977 

2,760.00 

2091 

1,495.00 

1080 

10,925.00 

1224 

4,600.00 

1373 

11,500.00 

1490 

2,185.00 

1588 

7,187.50 

1710 

3,450.00 

1854 

603.75 

1978 

345.00 

2092 

1,495.00 

1082 

71,875.00 

1226 

977.50 

1374 

52,900.00 

1491 

3,450.00 

1589 

21,850.00 

1715 

3,910.00 

1855 

1,610.00 

1979 

3,680.00 

2094 

3.105.00 

1083 

19.550.CX) 

1229 

10,925.00 

1375 

2,070.00 

1492 

1,725.00 

1590 

9,775.00 

1718 

2,185.00 

1857 

575.00 

1981 

4,600.00 

2096 

2,530.00 

1085 

5,060.00 

1232 

21,850.00 

1376 

39,100.00 

1493 

34,500.00 

1592 

6,037.50 

1719 

2,070.00 

1858 

862.50 

1982 

437.00 

2098 

552.00 

1086 

50,600.00 

1237 

8,050.00 

1377 

39,100.00 

1494 

12,650.00 

1593 

21,850.00 

1720 

1,725.00 

1859 

138.00 

1983 

529.00 

2099 

718.75 

1087 

6.900.00 

1238 

27,600.00 

1380 

29,900.00 

1495 

7,475.00 

1594 

74,750.00 

1721 

8,050.00 

1861 

632.50 

1986 

1,265.00 

2100 

517.50 

1088 

2,990.00 

1239 

6,325.00 

1381 

20,700.00 

1496 

2,645.00 

1595 

103,500.00 

1724 

2,530.00 

1862 

920.00 

1987 

1,092.50 

2102 

48,300.00 

1089 

4,715.00 

1240 

16,675.00 

1382 

48,300.00 

1497 

12,075.00 

1596 

18,400.00 

1725 

1,265.00 

1863 

3,910.00 

1988 

460.00 

2103 

1,840.00 

1090 

632.50 

1241 

9,775.00 

1383 

310,500.00 

1498 

18,400.00 

1597 

63,250.00 

1726 

2,530.00 

1865 

9,200.00 

1989 

1,150.00 

2104 

1,380.00 

1091 

34,500.00 

1242 

6,440.00 

1385 

13,800.00 

1499 

6,900.00 

1599 

6,900.00 

1729 

1,495.00 

1866 

4,025.00 

1990 

1,092.50 

2107 

1,380.00 

1092 

2,300.00 

1245 

7,475.00 

1386 

13,225.00 

1500 

2,645.00 

1600 

2,760.00 

1731 

1,955.00 

1867 

1,035.00 

1991 

2,645.00 

2108 

5,175.00 

1094 

46,000.00 

1250 

5,865.00 

1387 

2,300.00 

1501 

6,670.00 

1602 

16,100.00 

1732 

1,437.50 

1868 

6,900.00 

1992 

575.00 

2109 

1,207.50 

1095 

34,787.50 

1251 

3,680.00 

1388 

50,600.00 

1502 

8,625.00 

1603 

4,887.50 

1733 

2,070.00 

1869 

5,060.00 

1993 

1,380.00 

2110 

603.75 

1096 

3,105.00 

1252 

3.335.00 

1389 

16,100.00 

1503 

7,475.00 

1604 

10,350.00 

1737 

103,500.00 

1870 

1,380,00 

1994 

862.50 

2111 

460.00 

1097 

6,900.00 

1255 

10,350.00 

1390 

1,610.00 

1504 

7,475.00 

1605 

2,990.00 

1738 

2,875.00 

1871 

11,500.00 

1995 

1,897.50 

2113 

1,725.00 

1098 

1,380.00 

1259 

195.50 

1391 

920.00 

1505 

2,990.00 

1606 

2,530.00 

1739 

12,650.00 

1872 

3,450.00 

1996 

920.00 

2114 

1,380.00 

1100 

17,825.00 

1262 

4,370.00 

1393 

6,900.00 

1506 

9,775.00 

1607 

12,650.00 

1744 

28,750.00 

1873 

2,070.00 

1997 

1,092.50 

2116 

1,840.00 

1101 

66,125.00 

1263 

276.00 

1395 

3,910.00 

1507 

32,200.00 

1608 

1,955.00 

1745 

22,425.00 

1874 

5,980.00 

1999 

1,782.50 

2118 

346.15 

1102 

9,200.00 

1264 

5,520.00 

1397 

276.00 

1508 

25,300.00 

1609 

31,050.00 

1747 

15,525.00 

1875 

1,840.00 

2000 

529.00 

2119 

1,725.00 

1104 

10,350.00 

1265 

517.50 

1398 

18,975.00 

1509 

9,200.00 

1610 

776.25 

1750 

2,185.00 

1877 

1,518.00 

2001 

632.50 

2120 

3.220.00 

1105 

3,910.00 

1268 

184.00 

1399 

48,300.00 

1510 

7,187.50 

1612 

5,462.50 

1751 

1,667.50 

1880 

11,500.00 

2002 

368.00 

2121 

1,610.00 

1110 

2,760.00 

1269 

6,325.00 

1402 

20,700.00 

1511 

4,830.00 

1613 

5,520.00 

1754 

2,070.00 

1881 

6,900.00 

2003 

483.00 

2122 

2,185.00 

1114 

2,530.00 

1271 

706.10 

1403 

17,250.00 

1512 

64,400.00 

1616 

6,325.00 

1756 

6,900.00 

1882 

11,500.00 

2004 

1,092.50 

2125 

2,071.15 

1116 

18,400.00 

1272 

207.00 

1405 

18,400.00 

1513 

46,000.00 

1617 

6,612.50 

1758 

9,200.00 

1884 

3,910.00 

2005 

747.50 

2126 

1,610.00 

1117 

1.610.00 

1274 

690.00 

1406 

2,760.00 

1514 

2,185.00 

1619 

5,462.50 

1761 

1,265.00 

1885 

7,475.00 

2006 

460.00 

2128 

1,150.00 

1120 

805.00 

1275 

143.75 

1407 

11,500.00 

1515 

4,370.00 

1620 

6,612.50 

1762 

1,380.00 

1886 

1,955.00 

2007 

977.50 

2129 

1,150.00 

1122 

2,760.00 

1276 

207.00 

1408 

14,950.00 

1516 

8,625.00 

1621 

6,325.00 

1764 

1,552.50 

1887 

8,050.00 

2008 

1,150.00 

2133 

4,485.00 

1124 

1,092.50 

1277 

3,105.00 

1409 

4,140.00 

1517 

55,200.00 

1622 

3,450.00 

1767 

2,070.00 

1888 

2,185.00 

2009 

3,450.00 

2134 

4,600.00 

1125 

7,475.00 

1278 

1,380.00 

1411 

920.00 

1518 

6,325.00 

1623 

4,082.50 

1770 

4,370.00 

1889 

2,990.00 

2010 

920.00 

2135 

2.990.00 

1127 

.7,475.00 

1280 

1,265.00 

1412 

920.00 

1519 

6,900.00 

1624 

5,750.00 

1771 

1,840.00 

1890 

6,900.00 

2011 

1,380.00 

2136 

3,450.00 

1128 

4,370.00 

1281 

161.00 

1413 

5,290.00 

1520 

27,600.00 

1627 

3,680.00 

1774 

868.25 

1891 

2,530.00 

2012 

1,092.50 

2137 

6,325.00 

1130 

10,350.00 

1282 

4,830.00 

1414 

2,185.00 

1521 

83,375.00 

1630 

2,185.00 

1775 

4,600.00 

1892 

5,290.00 

2013 

690.00 

2138 

4,600.00 

1131 

1,380.00 

1283 

575.00 

1415 

143,750.00 

1522 

11,500.00 

1631 

862.50 

1776 

5,175.00 

1893 

2,760.00 

2014 

1,035.00 

2139 

5,060.00 

1132 

345.00 

1285 

161.00 

1416 

39,100.00 

1523 

14,950.00 

1632 

1,725.00 

1777 

7,245.00 

1894 

14,950.00 

2015 

1,610.00 

2140 

4,140.00 

1133 

149.50 

1286 

2,012.50 

1417 

25,300.00 

1524 

4,140.00 

1633 

1,610.00 

1778 

2,530.00 

1896 

2,875.00 

2016 

529.00 

2141 

2,875.00 

1134 

2,070.00 

1287 

2,990.00 

1418 

3,680.00 

1525 

1,955.00 

1636 

2,760.00 

1779 

2,300.00 

1897 

10,350.00 

2017 

299.00 

2142 

23,000.00 

1136 

661.25 

1288 

253.00 

1419 

8,050.00 

1526 

207,000.00 

1638 

6,037.50 

1782 

1,495.00 

1899 

1,725.00 

2018 

2,990.00 

2143 

8,050.00 

1137 

92.00 

1290 

6,325.00 

1420 

9,200.00 

1527 

66,700.00 

1639 

1,840.00 

1784 

862.50 

1900 

1,265.00 

2019 

3,220.00 

2144 

4,887.50 

1140 

1,092.50 

1291 

6,325.00 

1421 

94.875.00 

1528 

17,825.00 

1640 

19,550.00 

1786 

4,600.00 

1901 

1,265.00 

2020 

3,220.00 

2145 

4,830.00 

1141 

1,380.00 

1292 

230.00 

1422 

21,850.00 

1529 

10,350.00 

1641 

9,200.00 

1787 

1,955.00 

1902 

12,650.00 

2021 

575.00 

2146 

27,600.00 

1142 

1,495.00 

1293 

3,680.00 

1423 

17,250.00 

1530 

6,900.00 

1642 

39,100.00 

1788 

3,450.00 

1903 

4,370.00 

2022 

575.00 

2147 

6,900.00 

1143 

1,437.50 

1294 

149.50 

1424 

3,680.00 

1531 

8,625.00 

1643 

36,800.00 

1789 

5,750.00 

1904 

1,380.00 

2023 

920.00 

2148 

1,495.00 

1144 

1,552.50 

1297 

1,380.00 

1425 

2,760.00 

1532 

12,650.00 

1644 

2,530.00 

1790 

2,415.00 

1907 

10,925.00 

2024 

805.00 

2149 

4,600.00 

1145 

9,200.00 

1298 

690.00 

1426 

3,220.00 

1533 

2,760.00 

1645 

2,530.00 

1791 

747.50 

1909 

12,075.00 

2025 

3,450.00 

2150 

3,680.00 

1147 

23,000.00 

1302 

1,725.00 

1427 

2,300.00 

1534 

8,625.00 

1646 

2,760.00 

1792 

2,760.00 

1910 

5,060.00 

2026 

3,450.00 

2151 

2,990.00 

1148 

3,450.00 

1304 

862.50 

1428 

747.50 

1535 

14,950.00 

1647 

2,760.00 

1793 

1,380.00 

1911 

23,000.00 

2027 

2,875.00 

2152 

2,070.00 

1149 

184.00 

1305 

1,725.00 

1429 

2,242.50 

1536 

12,650.00 

1648 

34,500.00 

1794 

14,950.00 

1913 

1,495.00 

2029 

1,840.00 

2153 

1,840.00 

1151 

138.00 

1307 

1,380.00 

1430 

3,910.00 

1537 

8,625.00 

1649 

517.50 

1795 

4,600.00 

1914 

776.25 

2030 

1,380.00 

2154 

1153 

776.25 

1308 

1,150.00 

1431 

2,070.00 

1538 

14,950.00 

1650 

310,500.00 

1797 

1,150.00 

1915 

4,140.00 

2031 

862.50 

1154 

2,300.00 

1310 

3,220.00 

1432 

2,185.00 

1539 

14,950.00 

1651 

86,250.00 

1798 

2,070.00 

1916 

2,530.00 

2032 

2,300.00 

1155 

1,265.00 

1311 

3,450.00 

1433 

1,495.00 

1540 

43,700.00 

1653 

24,150.00 

1799 

1,581.25 

1917 

828.00 

2033 

862.50 

1158 

776.25 

1312 

1,610.00 

1434 

1,035.00 

1541 

12,075.00 

1654 

11,500.00 

1800 

1,380.00 

1918 

17,250.00 

2034 

2,530.00 

1159 

138.00 

1313 

12,650.00 

1435 

1,150.00 

1542 

62,100.00 

1655 

26,450.00 

1801 

805.00 

1919 

4,255.00 

2035 

1,322.50 

3,4^0.00 

1160 

1,035.00 

1314 

10,925.00 

1437 

1,955.00 

1543 

7,762.50 

1656 

25,300.00 

1802 

1,150.00 

1920 

977.50 

2036 

540.50 

1162 

414.00 

1315 

6,037.50 

1438 

10,925.00 

1544 

9,200.00 

1658 

13,225.00 

1803 

690.00 

1921 

8,050.00 

2037 

805.00 

1163 

1,265.00 

1316 

8,625.00 

1439 

12,650.00 

1545 

8,625.00 

1659 

27,600.00 

1804 

6,900.00 

1922 

3,220.00 

2038 

1,610.00 

1164 

552.00 

1317 

2,070.00 

1440 

5,750.00 

1546 

4,600.00 

1660 

29,900.00 

1805 

2,760.00 

1923 

4,600.00 

2040 

1,437.50 

1165 

1,495.00 

1318 

5,750.00 

1441 

6,325.00 

1547 

4,830.00 

1661 

24,150.00 

1806 

8,625.00 

1925 

1,035.00 

2041 

805.00 

1166 

621.00 

1319 

1,035.00 

1442 

4,140.00 

1548 

5,060.00 

1662 

23,000.00 

1807 

4,140.00 

1926 

546.25 

2042 

2,070.00 

1167 

3,450.00 

1321 

27,600.00 

1443 

5,520.00 

1549 

218,500.00 

1664 

16,675.00 

1809 

17,250.00 

1927 

4,140.00 

2043 

977.50 

1 380  no 

1169 

149.50 

1323 

4,600.00 

1444 

1,495.00 

1550 

126,500.00 

1665 

28,750.00 

1810 

2,415.00 

1929 

4,830.00 

2044 

2,645.00 

6 900  00 

1172 

1,322.50 

1324 

17,250.00 

1445 

5,462.50 

1551 

34,500.00 

1666 

7,590.00 

1812 

1,035.00 

1930 

948.75 

2046 

1,495.00 

2Jtv> 

S 405  00 

1174 

1,293.75 

1325 

10,925.00 

1446 

4,025.00 

1552 

52,900.00 

1667 

16,100.00 

1813 

488.75 

1932 

4,370.00 

2047 

2,472.50 

">i7n 

1 557  so 

1176 

4,140.00 

1326 

6,900.00 

1447 

3,220.00 

1553 

12,650.00 

1668 

4,887.50 

1815 

2,185.00 

1933 

2,875.00 

2048 

977.50 

7171 

65  550  00 

1179 

207.00 

1328 

13,225.00 

1448 

5,060.00 

1554 

207,000.00 

1670 

1,840.00 

1816 

3,680.00 

1934 

2,760.00 

2051 

2,760.00 

7177 

73  600  00 

1180 

1,092.50 

1329 

46,000.00 

1449 

6,325.00 

1555 

27,600.00 

1671 

2,300.00 

1817 

2,990.00 

1936 

5,520.00 

2052 

2,990.00 

7175 

67  1 00  00 

1181 

402.50 

1330 

43,700.00 

1450 

1,150.00 

1556 

16,100.00 

1672 

4,830.00 

1818 

460.00 

1937 

7,187.50 

2053 

1,265.00 

■>174 

64  400  00 

1183 

1,092.50 

1331 

80,500.00 

1451 

1,150.00 

1557 

16,100.00 

1673 

862.50 

1819 

517.50 

1938 

540.50 

2054 

1,610.00 

717S 

85  100  00 

1184 

135.70 

1332 

97,750.00 

1452 

4,830.00 

1558 

10,637.50 

1674 

977.50 

1820 

437.00 

1939 

691.15 

2055 

667.00 

7176 

48  300.00 

1185 

1,380.00 

1334 

5,175.00 

1454 

1,495.00 

1559 

8,337.50 

1675 

948.75 

1821 

920.00 

,1940 

552.00 

2056 

805.00 

2177 

1,150.00 

1186 

2,760.00 

1335 

1,265.00 

1455 

18,400.00 

1560 

10,925.00 

1676 

920.00 

1822 

690.00 

1941 

3,450.00 

2057 

2,070.00 

2178 

1,265.00 

1187 

138.00 

1336 

17,250.00 

1456 

19,550.00 

1561 

9,200.00 

1678 

977.50 

1823 

6,037.50 

1942 

724.50 

2060 

862.50 

2179 

5,060.00 

1188 

1,610.00 

1337 

2,300.00 

1457 

50,600.00 

1562 

8,337.50 

1679 

1,236.25 

1824 

1,150.00 

1943 

460.00 

2061 

2,185.00 

2180 

1,725.00 

1190 

172.50 

1338 

1,725.00 

1458 

8,625.00 

1564 

6,900.00 

1680 

747.50 

1825 

1,840.00 

1945 

471.50 

2062 

1,035.00 

2181 

948.75 

1191 

805.00 

1340 

5,290.00 

1459 

2,760.00 

1565 

13,800.00 

1681 

2,760.00 

1826 

5,520.00 

1946 

7,475.00 

2063 

1,265.00 

2182 

460.00 

1193 

12,650.00 

1341 

4,370.00 

1460 

1,610.00 

1566 

9,200.00 

1682 

9,775.00 

1827 

1,437.50 

1947 

557.75 

2064 

1,955.00 

2183 

2,760.00 

1194 

2,760.00 

1344 

5,175.00 

1461 

4,370.00 

1567 

10,925.00 

1683 

1,150.00 

1828 

4,945.00 

1948 

690.00 

2065 

805.00 

2184 

8,050.00 

1196 

1,322.50 

1348 

1,495.00 

1462 

3,565.00 

1568 

9,775.00 

1684 

747.50 

1829 

2,300.00 

1949 

2,702.50 

2066 

1,725.00 

2185 

1,495.00 

1197 

2,242.50 

1351 

14,950.00 

1463 

6,900.00 

1569 

10,350.00 

1686 

34,500.00 

1830 

920.00 

1950 

862.50 

2068 

920.00 

2186 

2,185.00 

1198 

138.00 

1352 

2,587.50 

1464 

17,250.00 

1570 

10,062.50 

1688 

57,500.00 

1831 

805.00 

1951 

6,900.00 

2069 

414.00 

2187 

632.50 

1199 

3,220.00 

1353 

7,475.00 

1465 

9,200.00 

1571 

37,375.00 

1690 

4,370.00 

1832 

368.00 

1952 

977.50 

2070 

1,495.00 

2188 

862.50 

1201 

3,680.00 

1354 

5,577.50 

1466 

13,800.00 

1572 

17,250.00 

1691 

2,012.50 

1835 

29,900.00 

1953 

3,910.00 

2071 

1,207.50 

2189 

345.00 

1202 

224.25 

1355 

1,840.00 

1467 

1,610.00 

1573 

6,900.00 

1692 

2,070.00 

1837 

747.50 

1954 

12,650.00 

2072 

2.185.00 

2190 

322.00 

1203 

437.00 

1356 

3,622.50 

1468 

2,760.00 

1574 

195,500.00 

1693 

2,990.00 

1838 

1,897.50 

1955 

3,680.00 

2074 

471.50 

2191 

667.00 

1206 

1,035.00 

1357 

7,187.50 

1469 

2,300.00 

1575 

14,375.00 

1694 

2,185.00 

1839 

1,035.00 

1956 

1,840.00 

2075 

1,840.00 

2192 

2.070.00 

1207 

920.00 

1358 

18,400.00 

1470 

2,760.00 

1576 

8,912.50 

1696 

2,070.00 

1841 

1,380.00 

1957 

1,495.00 

2076 

18,400.00 

2193 

230.00 

1208 

322.00 

1361 

14,950.00 

1471 

2,185.00 

1578 

5,750.00 

1697 

13,800.00 

1842 

13,800.00 

1959 

776.25 

2077 

6,325.00 

2194 

115.00 

1209 

8,625.00 

1362 

21,275.00 

1474 

3,220.00 

1579 

9,775.00 

1698 

5,750.00 

1843 

1,150.00 

1960 

862.50 

2078 

5,980.00 

2195 

109.25 

1210 

10,350.00 

1363 

40,250.00 

1476 

3,220.00 

1580 

11,500.00 

1699 

6,325.00 

1844 

552.00 

1962 

310.50 

2079 

4,830.00 

2196 

1.035.00 

1214 

1,840.00 

1364 

18,400.00 

1478 

2,530.00 

1581 

10,925.00 

1701 

12,650.00 

1845 

2,300.00 

1963 

4,830.00 

2080 

3,680.00 

2197 

9,200.00 

1215 

8,050.00 

1365 

9,775.00 

1479 

2,070.00 

1582 

6,037.50 

1703 

9,200.00 

1846 

32,200.00 

1965 

4,715.00 

2081 

1,092.50 

2198 

1,150.00 

1217 

1,725.00 

1366 

5,175.00 

1481 

1,380.00 

1583 

5,462.50 

1704 

126,500.00 

1847 

1,840.00 

1967 

253.00 

2082 

1,265.00 

2200 

345.00 

1218 

2,300.00 

1367 

54,625.00 

1482 

1,782.50 

1970 

345.00 

2083 

690.00 

2201 

1,667.50 

1219 

1,380.00 

1368 

41,400.00 

1485 

2,070.00 

www.  anrcoins  .com 

1971 

299.00 

2084 

25,300.00 

2202 

276.00 

Box  1804  • Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  • 866-811-1804  • 603-569-0823  • fax:  603-369-3875 


2 


All  prices  listed  include  the  15%  buyer's  fee 


The  Richard  Jewell  Collection 
of  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 

and 

The  Dale  Friend  Collection 
of  Liberty  Head  Nickels 

and  fy eatuting 

The  Allison  Park  Collection,  Part  IV 
The  Cape  Cod  Collection  of  Buffalo  Nickels 
The  Heathrow  Collection 
The  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities 

The  Thaler  Collection  of  Heraldic  Eagle  Dollars 


March  14-15,  2006 

Renaissance  Harborplace  Hotel 

Baltimore,  Maryland 
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This  sale  is  held  in  conjunction  with  Jay  Edwards  & Associates,  llc,  Bel  Air,  MD 
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THE  SESSIONS 

Maryland  D Room 

Renaissance  Harborplace  Hotel 
202  East  Pratt  Street 
Baltimore,  MD  21202 
410-547-1200 

Tuesday,  March  14 
6:00  PM 

Wednesday,  March  15 
2:30  PM 


LOT  VIEWING 

Homeland  Room 

Renaissance  Harborplace  Hotel 

Sunday,  March  12 

12:00  noon  - 6:00  pm 

Monday,  March  13 

9:00  am  - 6:00  pm 

Tuesday,  March  14 
9:00  am  - 6:00  pm 

Wednesday,  March  15 
9:00  am  - 2:00  pm 


To  insure  we 
receive  your  bids: 


Please  have  mail  and  fax  bids 
to  us  by: 

NOON,  Eastern  Time 
Monday,  March  13,  2006. 

There  will  be  pre-sale  and 
live  bidding  available 
on  the  internet  at 
www. anrcoins.com 
Pre-registration  for  live  in- 
ternet bidding  is  required  by 
Monday,  March  13,  2006. 


Prices  Realized 


Prices  realized  will  be  posted  on 
the  internet  soon  after  the  sale.  See 
www.anrcoins.com 

A printed  list  of  prices  realized  will 
be  sent  to  all  subscribers  approxi- 
mately 30  days  after  the  sale. 

For  prices  realized  by  phone: 
Call  603-569-0823.  Limit  10  lots 
per  caller. 


LOT  PICK-UP 

Wednesday,  March  15  Thursday,  March  16 
9:00  am  - 11:30  am  9:00  am  - 11:30  am 
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AUCTION  SCHEDULE 


June  21-23,  2006 

Chicago,  Illinois 

In  conjunction  with  the  Mid-America  Coin  Expo 
Now  Accepting  Consignments 

August  11,  2006 

Denver,  Colorado 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

September  21,  2006 

New  York  City 

In  conjunction  with  the  New  York  Invitational 
Now  Accepting  Consignments 

October  5,  2006 

Atlanta,  Georgia 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

November  7-8,  2006 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

January  2-3,  2007 

Orlando,  Florida 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES,  llc 

Box  1804  • Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
Toll-Free:  866-811-1804*  Fax:  603-569-3875 

www.anrcoins.com  • email:  auctions@anrcoins.com 
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THE 


of  American  Numismatic  Rarities 

President:  Christine  Karstedt 
Numismatic  Director:  Q.  David  Bowers 


AUCTION 

Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Consignments 
John  Pack,  Consignments 
Frank  Van  Valen,  Senior  Numismatist 
JohnJ.  Kraljevich,  Numismatic  Research 
Andrew  W.  Pollock  111,  Numismatic  Researcher 
Beth  O.  Piper,  Numismatist 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Auction  Coordinator 

AUCTIONEERS 

Christine  Karstedt 
Frank  Van  Valen 


GRAPHICS 


Jennifer  Meers 
Christine  Metcalfe 
Jenna  V.  King 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

Douglas  Plasencia 

SALES 

Melissa  Karstedt 

FINANCIAL 

Laurel  A.  Morrill 

CUSTOMER  SERVICE 

Georgie  Babalis 
Andrew  Bowers 
Amy  Hammontree 
Jenna  V.  King 
Vicki  L.  Martin 
Susan  Novak 
Pam  Roberts 
Mary  Tocci 
Jeremy  Wiggin 


Christine  Karstedt  serves  as  our  President 
and  handles  our  Marketing  and  Publicity 
with  unbridled  enthusiasm.  A fixture  at 
numismatic  conventions  and  auctions  for 
over  a decade,  Chris  has  built  a vast  network 
of  industry  contacts  during  her  extensive 
career.  Chris’  unique  ability  to  attract 
worldwide  attention  to  the  sale  of  numismatic 
material  placed  her  at  the  epicenter  of  the 
marketing  of  the  $100  million  treasure  of  the 
S.S.  Central  America.  Chris  has  worked  with 
numismatic  trade  publications  as  well  as  the 
mainstream  press  since  she  initially  started  in  the  numismatic  industry  with 
Bowers  and  Merena.  While  there  she  structured  the  publicity  for  the  sales 
of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  the  Bass  Collection,  the  Norweb  Collection 
of  Canadian  coins  and  countless  other  events.  At  American  Numismatic 
Rarities  she  has  coordinated  the  worldwide  publicity  for  such  auctions  as 
the  Haig  A.  Koshkarian  Collection,  the  Oliver  Jung  Collection,  and  the 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection  of  World  Gold  Coins.  Her  unstinting 
and  tireless  efforts  help  consignors  receive  the  highest  possible  prices  for 
their  coins.  Chris  is  deeply  involved  with  day-to-day  operations  and  is  our 
lead  auctioneer. 


Q.  David  Bowers,  Numismatic  Director  for 
American  Numismatic  Rarities,  is  perhaps 
the  best-known  and  most  noteworthy 
numismatist  of  the  last  50  years.  Beginning  in 
1953,  Dave’s  contributions  to  numismatics 
have  continued  uninterrupted  and  unabated 
to  the  present  day.  His  work  with  rare  coins 
is  so  voluminous  and  so  extraordinary  that 
he  was  named  by  CoinAge  magazine  as  one  of 
the  “Numismatists  of  the  Century.”  Dave’s 
dedication  to  the  hobby  and  his  lifelong 
interest  in  rare  coins,  along  with  his  pursuit 
of  scholarly  knowledge,  have  made  him  one  of  the  most  honored  and  revered 
numismatists  of  all  time.  Dave  is  the  only  person  to  have  served  as  president 
ofboth  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  (1977-1979)  and  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  (1983-1985).  Dave  is  the  most  prolific  numismatic 
author  of  our  generation,  having  produced  more  than  40  works,  mostly 
written  in  the  field  of  rare  coins.  From  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild, 
he  has  received  the  coveted  Friedberg  Award  a record  seven  times!  During  his 
illustrious  career,  Dave  has  catalogued  and  sold  at  public  auction  many  of  the 
finest  and  most  valuable  and  important  collections  ever  assembled. 
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Our  Numismatic  Staff 


Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Director  of  Auction  Consignments, 
is  a nationally  known  rare  coin  expert  and  scholar 
with  30  years  of  auction  experience  and  has  served 
as  Auction  Director  for  nearly  two  decades  under 
the  tutelage  of  Q.  David  Bowers.  In  the  course  of  his 
celebrated  career,  Rick  has  processed  several  hundred 
million  dollars  worth  of  rare  coins  at  auction  for 
thousands  of  collectors,  institutions,  executors,  dealers, 
and  investors.  Rick  shows  an  impressive  degree  of 
expertise  and  consummate  knowledge  of  numismatics 
with  few  parallels.  As  a numismatic  scholar,  Rick  has  provided  information 
to  over  a dozen  standard  reference  sources,  conducted  substantive  research 
for  the  Official  ANA  Grading  Standards  for  United  States  Coins  and  edited  a 
book  entitled  Grading  Coins.  He  has  also  written  numerous  articles  that 
have  appeared  in  numismatic  trade  publications  including  The  Numismatist 
where  he  won  a Heath  Literary  Award. 


and  medals.  A frequent  consultant  to  museums  and  institutions,  John 
catalogues  many  of  our  important  offerings  and  enjoys  working  directly 
with  our  consignors.  John  was  a recent  recipient  of  the  ANA’s  coveted 
Heath  Literary  Award  for  an  article  on  the  coins  ofpre-federal  New  York, 
and  serves  as  an  officer  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  and  the 
Medal  Collectors  of  America. 

Andrew  W.  Pollock  III,  our  Numismatic  Researcher, 
authored  United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues,  a 
standard  reference  book  on  United  States  pattern 
coins  issued  from  1792  to  circa  1979,  winner  of  the 
prestigious  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  “Robert 
Friedberg  Award”  in  1995.  He  is  also  the  author  of 
“Advertisement  Index  to  the  Boston  Newsletter  and 
Massachusetts  Gazette,  1704-1776.”  Over  the  years, 

Pollock  has  participated  in  the  writing  of  dozens  of 
rare  coin  auction  catalogues,  and  has  personally  catalogued  rare  coins 
having  an  estimated  collective  value  of  between  $50  and  $100  million. 
As  a hobby,  Pollock  enjoys  collecting  antique  hand  tools  manufactured 
in  Kingston,  Massachusetts. 


John  M.  Pack,  our  Associate  Director  of  Auction 
Consignments,  has  been  involved  in  numismatics  for 
over  20  years.  John’s  enthusiasm  for  all  aspects  of 
numismatics,  and  his  sincere  approach,  guarantees 
that  every  consignment  will  be  presented  to  its 
finest  advantage  so  as  to  provide  the  highest  possible 
prices  realized.  In  addition  to  working  with  auction 
consignors,  John  catalogues  currency  for  the  firm. 
While  at  Bowers  and  Merena,  John’s  cataloguing 
talent  was  widely  recognized  for  several  record  setting 
presentations  of  U.S.  paper  money  highlighted  by  the  world-renowned 
collections  of  Bass  and  Rich.  In  addition,  he  was  selected  to  compose  the 
currency  chapter  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge. 

Frank  Van  Valen,  our  Senior  Numismatist,  is  one 
of  America’s  best  known  numismatic  personalities. 
Widely  praised  for  over  two  decades  for  his  numismatic 
cataloguing,  Frank’s  byline  has  appeared  in  scores  of 
the  most  important  catalogues  ever  written,  including 
the  1987-88  Norweb  Collection  sales,  the  1999-2000 
Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  sales,  and  countless  specialized 
collections  including  the  Texas  Collection  of 
California  Fractional  Gold,  the  historic  coin  collection 
of  Commodore  Matthew  C.  Perry,  and  the  Tower  Hill  Collection  of 
world  coins.  Frank  has  contributed  to  the  last  17  editions  of  A Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins,  and  his  writing  talents  have  earned  him 
the  recognition  of  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  A frequent  instructor 
at  the  ANA  Summer  Seminar,  Frank  has  an  expert  understanding  of  the 
intricacies  of  all  American  coinage  in  addition  to  many  other  numismatic 
fields.  Frank  is  also  a licensed  auctioneer  for  ANR. 

John  J.  Kraljevich,  Jr.,  serves  as  our  Director  of 
Numismatic  Research.  A numismatic  prodigy  since 
preadolescence,  John’s  insightful  and  historical 
contributions  to  our  catalogues  add  value  and  interest 
to  numismatic  material  in  our  sales.  An  expert  on 
early  American  coinage,  Numismatic  Americana, 
and  the  technical  aspects  of  minting  technology, 
John  has  taught  seminars  hosted  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  the  Colonial  Williamsburg 
Foundation  and  is  a columnist  in  the  ANA  magazine,  The  Numismatist. 
The  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  recognized  John’s  cataloguing  of  the 
Lucien  LaRiviere  Collection,  the  first  $1  million  collection  of  American 
medals  ever  sold  at  auction,  with  its  highest  cataloguing  award  for  tokens 


Beth  Piper  began  her  career  in  numismatics  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  and  worked  18  years  with  that 
firm.  In  that  time,  she  earned  the  distinction  of 
having  spent  more  continuous  years  working  under 
the  direction  of  Q.  David  Bowers  than  any  other 
individual.  Her  work  with  great  numismatic  auction 
sales  is  extensive  and  includes  landmark  offerings 
such  as  the  Norweb,  Eliasberg,  Bass,  and  Childs 
collections,  among  over  100  other  sales. 


Catalogue  Production 

Doug  Plasencia  manages  our  photography  department 
and  personally  takes  all  of  the  coin  photographs  that 
appear  in  our  auction  catalogues,  on  our  website , and  in 
our  other  publications.  In  his  career,  he  has  photographed 
many  of  the  most  important  numismatic  collections  ever 
formed  and  sold,  including  those  of  Eliasberg,  Bass, 

Childs,  among  others.  He  was  selected  by  the  California 
Gold  Marketing  Group  to  do  photography  of  the  gold  ingots  recovered 
from  the  S.S.  Central  America,  he  photographed  the  Jay  Roe  Collection 
of  California  fractional  gold  coins  to  illustrate  the  most  recent  edition  of 
the  Breen-Gillio  reference,  and  he  was  selected  to  photograph  the  Bass 
Core  Collection  by  the  Bass  Research  Foundation. 

Jennifer  Meers  leads  our  graphic  arts  department, 
and  is  responsible  for  all  auction  catalogue  layout.  In 
her  career,  she  has  put  together  many  award-winning 
auction  catalogues,  books,  and  other  publications, 
including  auction  catalogues  for  such  famous  collections 
as  those  of  Eliasberg,  Champa,  Bass,  and  Childs  among 
over  100  others,  many  of  which  earned  Catalogue  of 
the  Year  awards  from  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild. 

Book  credits  include  the  landmark  works,  A California 
Gold  Rush  History featuring  the  treasure from  the  S.S.  Central  America,  and  the 
Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge. 

Christine  Metcalfe  is  an  integral  part  of  our 
Graphics  and  Photography  departments,  where  her 
graphic  design,  proofreading,  and  photography  skills 
contribute  to  our  auction  catalogues,  as  well  as  our 
other  fine  publications. 
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Our  Auction  Staff 

Cynthia  LaCarbonara  coordinates  all  aspects  of 
our  live  auction  sales.  From  working  with  consignor 
reserves,  verification  of  opening  values,  and  lot 
assignments,  to  reconciliation  and  finalization  of  all 
bidding  and  purchase  records,  Cynthia  is  an  integral 
part  of  the  system  of  checks  and  balances  that  make 
every  auction  sale  a smoothly  functioning  success. 
A prominent  figure  at  auction  sales,  Cynthia  is  well 
recognized  by  dealers  and  collectors  alike. 

Pamela  Roberts  is  an  integral  part  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Rarities’  auction  staff,  Pam  coordinates 
between  consignors,  cataloguers,  and  our  graphics 
department,  assists  with  essential  consignment 
paperwork,  and  is  responsible  for  much  of  our  internal 
processing  of  auction  lots,  as  well  as  proofreading.  At 
our  auction  events,  Pam  works  closely  with  Cynthia 
LaCarbonara  and  other  members  of  our  staff,  assisting 
our  bidders  and  ensuring  that  tilings  run  smoothly  and 
efficiently  during  our  sales. 

Melissa  Karstedt  works  with  clients  in  our 
direct  sales  department,  with  the  active  support 
of  our  team  of  well-respected  numismatists.  She 
maintains  our  coin  inventory  and  supervises  our 
Monthly  Acquisition  Program,  which  assists  clients 
with  building  fine  collections  by  way  of  budgeted 
monthly  coin  purchases,  with  each  coin  carefully 
and  specifically  selected  by  our  numismatists  to  fit 
the  collector’s  interests  and  preferences.  As  a valued 
member  of  our  auction  team,  she  often  assists  in  auctioneering.  At  the 
many  coin  conventions  she  regularly  attends,  she  eagerly  assists  clients 
and  visitors  to  our  bouse  tables. 

Vicki  L.  Martin  heads  our  personnel  and  operations 
department.  She  coordinates  our  on-site  auction 
arrangements  and  is  responsible  for  providing  safe 
and  secure  transportation  ofvaluable  coin  collections 
to  the  sales.  Vicki  supervises  the  many  administrative 
matters  at  our  office  from  insurance  to  computers 
and  their  programs.  Vicki’s  strong  organizational 
skills  and  detail-oriented  background  have  earned  her 
high  accolades  over  her  20  years  experience  handling 
personnel  and  operational  issues  with  the  companies  with  which  she 
has  been  associated. 


Andrew  Bowers  manages  our  website  content  and 
coordinates  editorial  material  for  our  publications. 
He  assists  in  our  retail  operations,  from  putting  coins 
in  stock,  to  tracking  our  inventory.  He  brings  a great 
deal  of  enthusiasm  to  ANR.  Andrew  has  attended 
many  coin  conventions  and  ANA  seminars  and  has 
travels  extensively  with  our  company  to  gather  coins 
for  “want  lists”  and  assist  with  our  auctions. 


Georgie  Babalis  is  well-known  in  the  numismatic 
auction  field,  as  she  is  often  the  first  person  to 
greet  collectors  and  dealers  as  they  register  to  bid  at 
the  auction  venue.  Her  enthusiasm  for  American 
Numismatic  Rarities  and  the  numismatic  hobby, 
as  well  as  her  friendly  smile  and  sincere  interest  in 
people,  insures  that  participating  in  person  at  an  ANR 
auction  is  an  enjoyable  experience. 
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Accounting 


Laurel  Morrill  manages  our  accounting  department, 
handling  all  receivable  and  payable  accounts.  It  is  her 
organized  and  efficient  approach  that  guarantees 
each  transfer  of  funds  is  correct  and  done  promptly. 
Laurel  has  significant  experience  with  the  unique 
accounting  requirements  of  a great  numismatic 
auction  firm.  For  over  16  years,  she  was  an  integral 
part  of  the  accounting  department  of  Bowers 
and  Merena.  While  there,  she  participated  in  the 
accounting  duties  that  promptly  paid  thousands  of 
auction  consignors  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  in 
an  experience  that  makes  her  uniquely  qualified. 


settlement  funds, 


Customer  Service 


Amy  Hammontree  works  in  our  Direct  Sales 
department,  assisting  with  sales,  phone  inquiries, 
inventory  control,  and  database  maintenance. 
Her  friendly  manner  and  attention  to  detail  help 
to  keep  our  sales  department  running  smoothly. 
Amy  is  also  a familiar  face  at  our  auctions,  assisting 
with  lot  viewing  and  phone  bidding,  as  well  as 
other  duties. 


Jenna  V.  King  is  the  friendly  voice  you  hear  when 
you  call  ANR.  Jenna  began  her  career  at  Bowers 
and  Merena  where  she  assisted  in  photography 
and  graphics.  As  an  accomplished  photographer, 
Jenna  also  lends  her  talents  to  the  graphics  and 
photography  departments  at  ANR. 


Susan  Novak  is  administrative  assistant  to  Q.  David 
Bowers,  assisting  him  with  correspondence  and 
research.  Her  typing,  editing,  and  organizational 
skills  are  indispensable,  whether  working  on  Dave’s 
many  book  projects  or  transcribing  cataloguing  for 
our  auctions. 


Mary  Tocci  directs  our  shipping  and  receiving 
department,  handling  nearly  every  package  and  item 
of  mail  that  enters  or  leaves  our  offices.  Mary  has 
an  excellent  rapport  with  many  collectors,  having 
spent  years  working  with  clients  in  subscription 
maintenance  and  publication  sales. 


Jeremy  Wiggin  wears  many  hats  at  ANR  from 
shipping  and  receiving  to  supervision  and  maintenance 
of  our  computer  systems.  His  responsibilities  include 
inventory  control  and  shipping  of  thousands  of 
catalogues,  books  and  other  publications. 
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TERMS  OF  SALE 


IThis  sale  is  by  public  auction  conducted  by  licensed 
auctioneer(s).  The  bids  will  be  for  specific  lots  which  will 
be  opened  for  bidding  in  numerical  order.  In  the  event  that 
bids  for  the  same  amount  are  received  for  the  same  lot,  the 
winning  bid  will  be  the  earliest  received.  The  decision  of  the 
Auctioneer  as  to  identity  of  the  winning  bidder  shall  be  final. 
Any  person  submitting  bids  on  behalf  of  a corporation  or  any 
other  entity  agrees  to  be  personally  liable  for  payment  of  the 
purchase  price  and  any  related  charges  as  well  as  responsible 
for  the  performance  of  all  buyer  obligations  under  these 
terms  of  sale.  No  “buy”  or  unlimited  bids  will  be  accepted. 
No  bids  will  be  accepted  from  minors. 

2 American  Numismatic  Rarities,  LLC,  (subsequently 
referred  to  as  ANR)  reserves  the  right  to  postpone  or 
cancel  the  auction  without  notice  in  its  sole  discretion.  Any 
lot  may  be  withdrawn  by  ANR  without  notice  prior  to  it 
being  opened  for  bidding.  Neither  ANR  nor  the  consignor 
shall  be  liable  for  any  costs  or  damages  arising  from  either 
the  withdrawal  of  material  at  the  auction  or  the  delay  or 
cancellation  of  the  auction. 

3 The  purchase  price  shall  be  the  sum  of  the  winning  bid 
and  a buyer’s  premium  of  15%  of  the  amount  of  the 
winning  bid.  The  purchase  price  shall  be  paid  in  full  prior 
to  delivery  of  the  lot  absent  other  arrangements  between  the 
successful  bidder  and  ANR.  The  decision  to  extend  a line  of 
credit  and  the  decision  to  withdraw  a previously  authorized 
line  of  credit  shall  be  within  the  sole  discretion  of  ANR. 
ANR  reserves  the  right  to  deny  participation  in  the  auction 
if,  in  ANR’s  sole  discretion,  the  bidder’s  prior  business  deal- 
ings with  ANR  have  been  unsatisfactory. 

4 Payment  shall  be  by  cash  in  United  States  funds  or  checks 
drawn  on  United  States  banks.  Invoices  totalling  up  to 
$10,000  may  be  charged  to  a credit  card  (MasterCard,  Visa, 
AmEx,  Discover).  The  purchase  price  shall  be  paid  upon 
delivery  of  the  lot  or  receipt  of  ANR’s  invoice  for  the  lot, 
whichever  occurs  first.  All  associated  costs  for  the  delivery 
of  the  lot  such  as  handling,  shipping,  insurance,  and  related 
charges  will  be  added  to  the  purchase  price  for  lots  not  picked 
up  after  the  auction  by  the  winning  bidder.  On  any  account 
not  paid  within  the  prescribed  terms  of  sale,  ANR  reserves 
the  right  to  extend  credit  and  to  impose  periodic  finance 


charges  at  the  rate  of  1-1/2%  per  month  (18%  per  annum) 
on  the  unpaid  balance.  By  bidding  in  the  sale,  the  bidder 
grants  to  ANR  a security  interest  in  all  numismatic  material 
purchased  by  the  bidder,  amounts  due  the  bidder  by  ANR, 
and  any  numismatic  material  of  the  bidder  possessed  by  ANR 
to  secure  the  payment  of  any  present  or  future  indebtedness 
of  the  bidder  to  ANR  and  authorizes  ANR  to  file  a financing 
statement  without  the  bidder’s  signature.  The  buyer  agrees 
not  to  sell,  pledge,  or  hypothecate  the  lots  purchased  until 
paid  in  full.  If  the  account  is  referred  to  an  attorney  for  col- 
lection, the  buyer  agrees  to  pay  all  costs,  including  attorneys’ 
fees,  with  interest  accruing  on  the  balance,  until  fully  paid, 
at  the  specified  rate. 

5 Bidders  shall  be  responsible  for  all  taxes  due  as  a result 
of  their  purchases. 

6 Title  does  not  pass  from  the  consignor  to  the  successful 
bidder  until  the  purchase  price  for  the  lot  has  been  paid 
in  full.  The  risk  of  loss  is  on  the  buyer  once  the  lot  is  either 
in  transit  to  the  successful  bidder  or  in  their  possession. 

7  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  establish  the  opening  bid  for 
any  lot,  to  establish  bidding  increments,  and  to  refuse 
any  bid.  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  place  bids  on  behalf  of 
the  consignor  up  to  the  amount  of  a reserve  price  established 
by  the  consignor.  ANR  will  not  accept  a reserve  price  from 
a consignor  above  the  high  estimated  value  shown  in  the 
catalog  for  the  auction  and  any  exceptions  to  this  rule  will  be 
announced  at  the  auction  prior  to  the  opening  of  bidding  on 
the  material.  ANR  shall  make  reasonable  efforts  to  properly 
enter  and  execute  bids  received  by  mail  or  by  other  means. 
However,  ANR  shall  not  be  liable  for  any  errors  for  incor- 
rectly entered  or  incorrectly  executed  bids. 

8  Bidders  are  responsible  for  their  bids  including  any  errors 
they  may  make  in  placing  bids.  All  bids  shall  be  in  even 
dollar  amounts  and  any  bids  not  in  whole  dollar  amounts  will 
be  rounded  to  the  next  highest  dollar.  All  bid  sheets  must 
be  signed,  and  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  refuse  and  reject 
unsigned  bid  sheets. 

9  All  items  offered  in  this  auction  catalog  are  guaranteed 
to  be  genuine.  Buyer  agrees  that  except  for  questions  of 
authenticity,  there  is  no  right  of  return  for  any  reason  what- 
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soever  for  any  coin  certified  by  any  third  party  certification 
service.  Further,  Buyer  agrees  that  except  for  questions  of 
authenticity,  there  is  no  right  of  return  for  lots  nor  shall  ANR 
accept  any  returned  lots  from  any  floor  bidder  or  any  bid- 
der who  examined  the  lots  prior  to  the  sale.  Mail,  FAX  and 
Internet  bidders  may  make  return  requests  within  three  days 
of  the  receipt  of  the  lot.  Coins  must  be  returned  to  ANR’s 
offices  in  Wolfeboro,  N.H.  within  30  days  from  the  date  of 
the  auction.  Any  coin  which  has  been  physically  altered  or 
removed  from  its  container  or  holder  shall  not  be  returnable 
nor  accepted  by  ANR. 

Bidders  by  accepting  these  terms  of  sale  acknowledge 
that  the  grading  of  coins  is  a subjective  process  for 
describing  the  relative  ranking  of  coins  as  to  their  condi- 
tion. Consequently,  the  language  used  to  describe  any  coin 
in  this  catalog,  including  but  not  limited  to  the  grading  of 
such  coin,  are  statements  of  subjective  opinion  by  the  ANR 
staff.  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  including 
the  warranty  of  merchantability,  is  made  with  respect  to  any 
coin  contained  in  this  catalog.  In  the  event  of  a typographical 
error  or  other  error,  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  withdraw 
any  item  from  the  auction  with  or  without  notice,  to  correct 
the  error  by  verbal  announcement  before  the  lot  is  opened 
for  bidding  or,  if  the  error  is  ciiscovered  after  the  auction,  to 
refund  the  successful  bidder’s  funds  without  further  obliga- 
tion. The  maximum  obligation  of  ANR  to  any  bidder  shall 
be  the  purchase  price  for  any  lot  in  dispute  or  for  which  a 
refund  or  adjustment  is  made  for  any  reason. 

nANR  acts  as  an  auctioneer  to  sell  coins  for  the  various 
consignors.  Therefore,  no  claims  of  any  kind  (except 
for  authenticity)  can  be  considered  by  ANR  after  settlements, 
which  occur  45  days  after  the  auction,  have  been  made  with 
the  consignors. 

Cash  advances  may  have  been  made  to  some  con- 
signors in  anticipation  of  auction  proceeds.  ANR 
may  consign  items  to  this  auction  and  may  participate  as  a 
bidder.  ANR  or  the  consignor  may  bid  for  their  own  account 
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at  the  auction  and  may  have  information  not  otherwise 
available  to  the  bidders  regarding  reserves,  bid  values,  and 
other  material  facts  relating  to  the  lots  opened  for  bidding 
at  the  auction.  When  a lot  is  sold  to  the  book,  it  may  be 
sold,  passed  over,  withdrawn  from  the  auction,  returned  to 
the  owner  or  bought  by  ANR.  Any  consignor  may  bid  on 
any  lot,  including  lots  containing  coins  consigned  by  the 
consignor. 

DBy  placing  a bid  in  this  sale,  a bidder  agrees  that  this 
transaction  shall  be  construed  in  accordance  with 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  and  that  neither 
New  Hampshire’s  or  any  other  state’s  choice  of  laws  and/or 
conflict  of  laws  shall  be  applied.  Any  dispute  between  ANR 
and  bidders  at  the  auction  (except  for  non-payment)  shall 
be  settled  exclusively  by  binding  arbitration  under  the  rules 
then  in  effect  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc. 
conducted  at  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire.  In  the  event  of 
non-payment,  ANR  and  a successful  bidder  agree  that  any 
judicial  action  shall  be  heard  and  determined  only  by  the 
courts  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  successful 
bidder  hereby  consents  and  submits  to  the  personal  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  courts  of  New  Hampshire. 

In  the  event  of  litigation,  the  party  against  whom  a 
final  judgment  is  rendered  shall  pay  the  prevailing 
parties’  legal  costs,  including  attorneys  fees  and  witness 
fees,  and  all  other  costs  incurred  by  it  during  the  course  of 
such  litigation. 

Information  in  this  catalogue  is  believed  to  be  cor- 
rect, but  the  auctioneer  makes  no  representations 
or  warranties  concerning  the  property  to  be  auctioned.  All 
pre-sale  announcements  and  statements  shall  supersede  the 
information  set  forth  in  this  catalogue. 

These  Terms  of  Sale  are  intended  to  be  part  of  all  lot 
descriptions  contained  in  this  catalogue.  Bidding  in 
this  auction  sale  constitutes  acceptance  by  the  bidder  of  the 
foregoing  Terms  of  Sale. 


Additional  Information  for  Bidders 


To  insure  we  receive  your  bids,  please  have  mail  and  fax  bids 
to  us  by  Noon,  Eastern  Time  Monday,  March  13,  2006. 

• There  will  be  pre-sale  and  live  bidding  available  on  the 
internet  at  www. anrcoins.com. 

• Pre-registration  to  bid  during  the  live  auction  required  by 
Monday  March  13,  2006. 

Phone  Descriptions:  Any  request  for  phone  descriptions  should 
be  made  by  Thursday  March  2,  2006. 

Prices  Realized  will  be  published  approximately  30  days  after 

Please  note:  Transparent  holders  in  which  the  auction  lots  are  stored  are  to  facili 


the  auction.  Prices  realized  will  be  posted  on  the  Internet  soon 
after  the  sale  at  www.anrcoins.com 

New  Bidders:  If  you  are  a new  bidder,  be  sure  to  send  your 
credit  information:  Attn:  Laurel  Morrill,  at  least  10  days  before  the 
auction.  There  is  very  little  time,  if  any,  to  review  this  information 
during  the  auction.  All  bidders  not  known  to  us  will  be  required  to 
submit  a deposit  of  25%  of  total  bids  before  bidding  in  the  sale. 

Floor  Bidder  Registration  will  begin  30  minutes  before  the 
sale  at  the  entrance  to  the  auction  room. 

viewing  and  inspection  of  the  lots  and  ARE  NOT  intended  for  long-term  storage. 
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Click  on 
AUCTIONS 


teem  0#  rare  com  professionals,  highly  skilled  in  the 
presentation  0 1 nu rnimtbc  Auction  itl«i  You  C*n 
benef*  from  our  unparalleled  knowledge  and 
experience  in  marketing  great  num.smatic  collections 
through  public  tele  both  as  e consignor  or  as  en 
enthusiastic  collector  Join  u*  todey  by  registering  for 
our  rrveikng  btt* 


The  Old  Colony 
Collection 

December  6 6 7,  2005 
Baltimore,  MO 

Browse  Lots 


1902  Half  Dollar 
AU-SO  (RCGS) 
523.500 


Dave'*  Note* 

free  Trial  Subscription 

Bid  m our  Auction 

Send  Us  a Message 

Create  Tour  Want  List 

Auction  Schedule 

Show  Schedule 

Search  All  Auction*  NEW  III 

ASS  Feeds  NEW  »n 


0*  on*  of  the  first  to 
get  the  latest  com 
listings  and  other  newt 
from  ANA  Click  for 
your  ASS  connection' 

ASS  Feeds  at  ANA 
An  ASS  Tutorial 


Guide  to 

PRE-SALE 

ONLINE 

BIDDING 

Visit  our  website  at  www.anrcoins.com 
to  register  and  bid  in  the  New  York  Con- 
noisseur’s Collection.  Once  you  have  a user 
name  and  password,  you  can  browse  lots  from 
the  sale,  view  photographs  of  the  coins,  and 


place  bids.  Follow  the  instructions  listed  in 


ami)  American  Numismatic  Rarities,  llc 


Steps  1-6  to  place  your  bids  over  the  internet 
before  the  sale  begins. 


Auctions 

You  ere  about  to  participate  In  an  eliciting  numismatic  event.  American  Numismatic  Rarities, 
LLC,  is  proudly  presenting  another  Classics  Sale,  wherein  you  will  find  an  outstanding  and  diverse 
offering  of  United  States  cams  for  your  consideration.  This  wonderful  " 
collectors  of  all  interests,  and  titillate  aven  those  who  may  not  be  sai 
addition,  with  this  auction  sale,  ANA  is  bnngmg  you  a state  of  the  art 
bidding  that  will  maka  participation  m our  auctions  a pleasure  You  a 
from  tha  comfort  of  your  home  or  office  computer,  «n  real  time.  Of  o 
so  our  more  traditional  bidders  may  participate  live  from  tha  auction 
methods  of  mail,  phone,  and  fax 


Click  on  CREATE 
A NEW  ACCOUNT 


Participation  is  as  easy  as  1,  2,  31  Simply  create  your  new  t 
upcoming  Classics  Sale.  Lots  wdl  be  available  for  viawmg  a 
page.  In  tha  meantime,  start  tha  ball  rolling  and  submit  your/ 


If  you  have  any  question*  on  how  to  submit  your  bids  for  the  kve  auction  I 
auction,  please  contect  Cynthia  laCarbonera  via  phon/ at  (666)  611-16o4 


Ad  •• 

t <iio\>  92. 


and  than  register  to  bid  m tha 
fading  at  tha  date  posted  on  our  home 
istrebon  right  away  I 


REGISTER  AND  CREATE 
YOUR  NEW  ACCOUNT 


Participating  In  Our  Auctions 

In  order  to  parti  a pete  m American  Nuodsmetie  Rarities  auctions,  you  must 
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The  Old  Colony  Collection 
Baltimore,  MD 
December  6 
View  Detail! 
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ismebc  Rarities  member,  we  invite  you  to  create  a n 


Oid  You  Forget  Your  Password? 

I f you  forgot  you r password,  please  enter  your  User  ID  below  and  dick  tha  Remind  Me  button. 


■ be  sent  to  the  email  address  assooeted  with  your  User  ID. 


Return  to  auctions  page. 
Click  on  BROWSE  LOTS 


Click  on  lots  you  wish 
to  view  or  bid  on 
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1049  Wetch  Item 

1795  SOC 
er  45  (NGC) 


14.500.00 

94.500.00 

2713 


Show  Reverse  Large  Photos 

Move  your  mouse  over  the  imege 
to  see  the  detell*. 


•liv#  Bidding’  end  *Sterts  In*  bme*  ere  approximate . 


« scrip  n ON 

1795  0-105.  Rertty-4.  EF-45  (NGC). 

In  1999  when  the  collection  el  Ambassador  end  Mr*.  R Henry  Norweb  we*  offered  by  Bower*  end  Merene. 
dollar  we*  one  of  R*  foremost  feetu re*-e  com  of  e Wetime,  e piece  of  legendary  importance  The  buyer  we* 

Koshkenen.  who  we*  justifiably  proud  of  it.  receiving  eongrotuiobon*  on  the  spot  from  Deve  Bower*  end  other* 
compeny  In  the  mtervenmg  1$  years— time  fhe*-the  piece  ho*  been  comfortebly  cored  for  m the  Kothfcenen  C 
Mow  egem  R i*  offered  for  safe 

It  i*  eppropnete  et  this  pome  to  repeet  vo rfrenm  the  description  under  which  r we*  offered  m the  Norweb  Collection: 

'Although  emong  Oreped  Bu*t  obverse,  smell  Eagle  reverse  he#  defer*  of  1799-1797,  e few  proofUe  1799  pieces,  the 
veer  eeri.er,  e»*t-inde#d,  refer  to  lot  1024  [m  the  1999  Norweb  «**#)— m uncirculated  pre*orvetion,  never  nwo  being 
proof)*  e.  the  1797  he*  doRar  i*  vwtuaRy  unknown  Her*  is  e morvelov*  *>cepben.  e classic  com  which  will  be  forever 
remembered  e*  on*  of  the  greet  legendery  rarities  of  the  Norweb  CoBecbon  * 

T#  edd  to  thot,  we  ought  odd  th*t  this  p«ec*  dwplay*  reflective.  lustrous  surf  sees  thot  exhibR  e nch  ponoreme  of  Old  tonmg, 
predommotely  gold  end  *4ver  grey  with  erees  of  deep  violet  end  blue  on  the  nght  side  of  the  obverse  end  neer  the  bes*  of 
the  reverse  A curved  Imtmerfc  it  present  ebove  Liberty's  deev* ge  Were  this  com  not  r#r*.  4 would  still  be  beautiful  - the 
frosty  devices  stand  out  from  the  proofbk*  field*  m fully  r**kt*d  deled,  the  tonmg  is  original  end  e*  R was  et  the  urn*  of 
the  1999  Norweb  solo,  the  held*  are  free  of  ell  but  the  most  mmer  oontoct  pomts,  the  fmer  dated*  of  the  die  such  as 
Liberty's  be*  end  the  eagle's  feather*  ere  neatly  rendered,  end  the  inevitable  adjustment  mark*  ere  reserved  to  the 
extreme  reverse  periphery  wRh  no  interruption  of  the  central  device*  as  so  often  seen  on  ttu*  type.  Speokmg  of  thi*  type, 

R i*  without  any  question  the  rarest  type  of  the  entire  American  silver  sene*.  * greet  cheRenge  more  often  then  net  entirely 
omitted  from  type  sets  end  when  included  often  found  m wretched -even  holed -condRion  The  very  fact  that  the  piece 
representing  this  type  m the  Haag  Koshkenen  collection  •*  either  the  fmest  known  specimen  or  bed  for  thot  honor  with  one 
Other  « .ample  speak » volume*  about  thi*  notable  set  Although  an  occasional  proofbk*  he*  dod#r  of  179*  is  found  m Mmt 
Stot*  condition,  the  seme  cermet  be  soid  for  those  doted  1797.  Only  a few  piece*  of  Mint  State  quality  are  known,  wRh  only 
the  former  Leien  Roger*  com- a piece  that  brought  over  1500.000  et  pubbe  sal*  m 1995-m  dose  competition  with  ttu*  on* 
for  fmest  known  honors.  The  present  Norweb  spec-men  •*  further  pedigreed  to  Stock's  November  1955  solo  of  the 
Beldenhofer  CoBecbon,  where  4 wo*  described  as 


*1797.  e superb  e- ample  of  this  very  rare  date  The  fmest  stnkmg  we  have  ever  seen  We  cannot  conceive  that  this 
specimen  could  be  excelled.  Th*  com  we*  purchased  as  a Proof,  however  to  cons*rv*bv*ly  grade  R w*  wiR  coK  4 proofbk* 
surface  definitely  one  of  th*  hrst  com*  to  leave  th*  die*.  Perfectly  centered  et  deep  nuRmg,  perfect  color.  All  th*  regunRes 
that  th*  advanced  and  cnbcal  collector  desire*.  . a real  pm*'' 


That  description.  wrRten  before  many  of  the  present  generation  of  ccRa  ctors  were  even  bom,  rt  at  accurate  at  ever  This 
*i ample  .*  th*  pm*  of  the  xoshkanan  type  set  and,  qu«t*  simply,  on*  of  the  most  desirable  19th-century  U.5  com* 
extent  Perhaps  more  words  would  be  tantamount  to  gRdmg  tha  My  except  that  w*  should  note  that  m 2094  there  *r* 
many  more  buyers  of  fwgh  qua  My  corns  than  there  were  m either  1955  or  1999.  Accordingly,  we  expect  competRion  to  be 
intense,  * not  downright  here*.  and  deservedly  so  who  know* -perhaps  a generation  will  agam  pass  before  this 
memorable  p«*c*  crosses  the  auction  block . 


front  Jipcf  7 safe  of  th*  fawmoNr  Codecoon,  no* ember  ifts,  tocd7*.  ducoons  t r Bower*  and  Mantna's  safe  of  th* 
norweb  Coflecbon.  NPuemOer  1988,  Lot  9027 


► 


Online 
Bidding 
Available 

Pre-registration  required 
at  www.anrcoins.com 


Guide  to 

live  online 

BIDDING 

We  also  offer  the  option  of  live  online  bidding  during  the  auction. 
However,  you  must  pre-register  by  noon,  Monday,  March  13,  2006  to 
take  advantage  of  this  service.  When  the  live  auction  begins,  one  click 
will  take  you  to  the  live  bidding  screen  below.  When  your  lot  becomes 
active,  you  may  enter  a proxy  bid  or  “InstaBid”  as  the  lot  is  being  auc- 
tioned on  the  floor.  The  computer  lets  you  know  your  bidding  status. 

For  more  information  on  live  bidding,  or  to  pre-register  visit  an- 
rcoins.com  or  call  866-81 1 -1804. 


When  the  live  auction  begins,  pre-registered 
bidders  may  access  live  bidding  with  a click! 


www.  anrcoins  .com 
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Suggestions  for  Mail  Bidders 


Bidding  in  our  auctions  can  be  an  interesting,  enjoyable, 
and  numismatically  rewarding  experience.  Even  if  you 
are  an  experienced  bidder,  you  may  find  that  some  of 
the  following  comments  will  increase  your  success.  In 
the  event  that  you  wish  to  ask  further  questions,  phone 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara. 

Mail  your  bid  sheet  as  early  as  possible.  This  is 
particularly  important  if  you  are  a new  bidder,  for  it 
takes  us  time  to  check  your  references.  A bid  sheet 
mailed  a few  days  before  the  sale  might  not  reach 
us  until  a week  later — at  which  time  the  coins  will 
have  been  sold  to  others! 

As  the  sale  date  draws  near,  fax  us  your  bids 
anytime  24  hours  a day  [our  fax  number  is  (603) 
569-3875],  Or,  telephone  your  bids  to  our  Auction 
Department.  Please  follow  up  your  phone  and  fax 
bids  with  written  confirmation. 

We’ve  found  it  best  to  use  a work  sheet  to  compile 
bids.  In  this  way  you  can  check  back  and  forth 
throughout  the  catalogue,  make  changes  and 
revisions,  and  so  on.  Then  when  you’ve  decided 
on  your  final  bids,  enter  them  on  the  bid  sheet. 
Try  your  best  to  keep  the  bid  sheet  neat  and  clearly 
understandable,  listing  the  lots  in  order.  Check 
your  bid  sheet  carefully.  You  will  be  responsible  for 
any  bids  on  wrong  lots  or  for  the  wrong  amounts. 
Please  be  careful. 


Don’t  bid  more  than  you  want  to  pay!  Review 
your  financial  circumstances  carefully  before 
bidding.  There  is  always  the  possibility  that  you 
may  be  awarded  all  of  the  lots  you  bid  on.  If  you 
are  awarded  lots,  you  are  legally  bound  to  pay  for 
them  immediately. 

Please  keep  current  price  levels  in  mind  when 
bidding.  While  high  and  low  prices  sometimes 
occur,  most  items  sell  within  market  ranges.  If  a 
popular  coin  sells  for  $500  on  the  retail  market, 
chances  are  not  good  that  a bid  of,  say,  less  than 
$400  will  win  it.  On  the  other  hand,  chances  are 
excellent  that  a bid  in  the  $500-$600  range  will  be 
competitive.  There  is  no  harm  in  bargain  hunting, 
but  as  your  time  is  valuable  (and  so  is  ours),  it  is 
most  productive  if  you  keep  current  values  in  mind 
while  bidding.  The  higher  you  bid,  the  greater  your 
chances  are  for  success.  It  has  been  our  experience 
that  many  people  who  bid  strongly,  or  check  the 
options  to  increase  bids  by  an  optional  10%  to 
30%  actually  purchase  at  least  some  lots  below  their 
maximum  authorization  once  the  sale  takes  place. 

Ink  is  best  for  writing  bids.  Pencil  tends  to  blur.  If 

bid  changes  are  necessary,  do  not  write  over  figures. 
Instead,  cross  them  out  completely  and  re-enter 
the  bids.  Put  your  telephone  number  on  the  bid 
sheet.  This  way  we  can  call  you  if  there  is  a question 
about  a bid. 


Special  Bidding  Options 


Total  Expenditure 

Ifyou  wish  to  limit  your  total  expenditure,  please  fill  in  the  maximum 
amount  you  wish  to  spend  on  the  TOTAL  EXPENDITURE  line 
on  your  bid  sheet.  You  can  then  submit  bids  for  amounts  up  to  eight 
times  the  amount  of  the  maximum  expenditure.  This  is  a personal 
service  and  an  ANR  customer  representative  will  personally  attend 
to  your  bid  sheet  by  bidding  from  the  auction  floor,  buying  lots  for 
your  account  until  your  authorized  expenditure  is  reached.  While  we 
will  do  our  best  in  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the  auction  sale 
and  the  sometimes  crowded  conditions,  we  cannot  be  responsible 
for  failure  to  execute  such  a bid  properly.  Due  to  the  bookkeeping 
involved,  this  service  is  offered  only  to  bidders  with  maximum 
expenditures  of  $1,000  or  more.  TOTAL  EXPENDITURE  and 
SINGLE  LOT  GROUP  bidding  can  be  combined. 


Single  Lot  Group 

Up  to  five  lots  may  be  grouped  with  brackets  for  a SINGLE 
LOT  GROUP  purchase,  if  you  wish  to  purchase  only  one 
example  of  a coin  of  which  several  examples  appear  in  the  sale. 
Such  lots  should  be  bracketed  on  your  bid  sheet.  While  we  will 
do  our  best  on  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the  auction  sale 
and  the  sometimes  crowded  conditions,  we  cannot  be  respon- 
sible for  failure  to  execute  such  a bid  properly. 

Optional  Percentage  Increase 

We  invite  you  to  take  advantage  of  the  optional  10%  to  30% 
increase  to  help  your  chance  ofbeing  a successful  bidder.  Check 
the  appropriate  place  on  your  bid  sheet. 
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OUR  CONSIGNORS 


The  New  York 
Connoisseur’s  Collection 

Freshness  and  outstanding  quality  are  the  undeniable  hallmarks  of 
the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Over  a period  of  nearly  25 
years,  the  gentleman  who  assembled  this  collection  did  so  with  not 
only  a focused  eye  for  quality,  but  with  diligence  and  patience  that  is 
rarely  seen.  To  find  the  pieces  he  purchased  required  many  years  of 
careful  study  in  an  effort  to  select  the  choicest  pieces  from  a consid- 
erable number  of  offerings.  To  illustrate  this  claim,  just  consider  the 
gold  dollar  series:  the  specimens  dated  1858,  1866,  1868,  1881,  and 
1882  each  have  been  awarded  the  MS-68  designation  by  PCGS.  Other 
dates  include  several  MS-67  pieces  to  round  out  a most  impressive 
run  of  the  denomination.  Other  highlights  include  a 1794  half  dime 
in  MS-64,  a coin  that  far  exceeds  in  quality  nearly  all  of  the  Flowing 
Hair  half  dimes  we  have  seen,  regardless  of  the  grade  assigned.  De- 
scribed by  the  cataloguer  as  “exceptionally  beautiful,”  it  is  a prize  of 
the  collection.  An  1866-S  No  Motto  half  dollar  in  MS-65  is  possibly 
the  finest  known  example  of  this  elusive  date.  An  1803  dollar  in  MS- 
63  is  a contender  for  the  “finest  known”  designation  for  the  BB-252 
die  combination,  and  offers  eye  appeal  and  originality  seldom  seen 
on  early  dollars.  An  1863-S  quarter  eagle,  graded  MS-63  by  PCGS, 
formerly  graced  the  cabinet  of  the  celebrated  numismatist  Louis 
E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  and  ranks  among  the  finest  extant.  An  1807  Bust 
Right  half  eagle  graded  MS-65  by  PCGS  is  the  finest  specimen  ever 
certified  by  PCGS  and  is  a contender  for  finest  known  of  the  entire 
type!  A 1910-S  eagle  graded  MS-64  far  exceeds  the  quality  typically 
seen  for  the  grade  level,  and  an  1855  double  eagle  graded  MS-64 
ranks  high  in  desirability  among  advanced  collectors.  Among  20th- 
century  rarities  is  a 1905  double  eagle  graded  Proof-65,  yet  another 
gem  that  formerly  enhanced  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  cabinet,  as  well  as 
the  collection  ofjohn  H.  Clapp.  Perhaps  surpassing  in  importance  all 
other  highlights  of  the  present  collection  is  a spectacular  1854  Kel- 
logg & Co.  $20  graded  MS-64  by  PCGS  heralded  by  the  cataloguer 
as  “perhaps  finest  known  1854  Kellogg  $20,”  it  is  an  extraordinary 
prize  that  could  stand  among  the  very  finest  coins  in  any  collection. 
A 1788  Massachusetts  half  cent  in  Mint  State  traces  its  pedigree  back 
to  Matthew  A.  Stickney,  and  other  pedigrees  in  the  collection  include 
such  famous  collectors  as  the  Garrett  Family,  Winner  F.  Delp,  Anion 
Carter  and  Reed  Hawn.  It  has  truly  been  a pleasure  to  research  and 
catalogue  this  collection  for  sale,  as  it  features  so  many  coins  with  a 
choice  original  surface  quality  rarely  seen  in  the  modern  marketplace. 
It  also  includes  a rich  variety  of  interesting  provenances,  many  from 
the  most  important  auctions  to  take  place  over  the  last  40  years. 
Among  the  many  wonderful  properties  we  have  had  the  pleasure  to 
work  with,  this  collection  has  very  few  equals. 


The  Richard  Jewell  Collection 

We  welcome  Richard  Jewell  back  to  our  auction  venue.  This 
time  around  he  has  consigned  one  of  the  finest  collections  of  com- 
memorative coins  we  have  ever  seen! 

Chances  are  good  that  you  recall  our  memorable  presentation 
of  his  stellar  $3  gold  collection  last  year,  at  which  time  we  included 
these  biographical  notes  (here  updated): 

Richard  Cullen  Jewell  was  born  on  February  14th  1945.  He  spent 
the  early  part  of  his  life  in  and  near  New  York  City  in  Staten  Island, 
Woodside,  and  Jackson  Heights.  His  high  school  and  college  years 
were  spent  traveling  to  the  borough  of  Brooklyn  to  receive  a fine 
Franciscan  education. 

His  first  exposure  to  coins  came  in  the  late  1950s  when  his 
grandfather  gave  him  and  his  sibling  a group  of  Morgan  and  Peace 
silver  dollars,  with  the  understanding  “not  to  spend  them  right  away, 
because  they  could  be  worth  much  more  in  the  future.”  And  so  they 
were  put  away  and  not  remembered  for  decades. 

His  interest  in  coins  was  not  reawakened  until  1984  when  his 
mother,  Lorraine,  bought  him  his  first  modern  commemorative  coin 
set  celebrating  the  Olympic  Games  in  Los  Angeles.  This  interest  was 
short  lived  and  it  was  back  to  work  and  raising  a family. 

In  the  1990s  there  was  exciting  news  about  a long-lost  ship 
laden  with  gold  being  found  in  the  ocean  depths  off  the  coast  of  the 
Carolinas.  In  time,  details  concerning  the  S.S.  Central  America  were 
revealed,  an  almost  incredible  saga. 

We  continue  in  Richard  Jewell’s  own  words: 

I had  my  curiosity  piqued  and  began  reading  as  much  information 
on  the  “treasure  ship”  S.S.  Central  America  as  I could  gather.  I found 
out  that  Christie’s  was  having  an  auction  in  New  York  City  (guest 
catalogued  for  the  auction  house  by  Dave  Bowers).  I attempted,  without 
success,  to  bid  on  some  coins.  Interest  and  action  were  more  intense 
than  I ever  expected! 

However,  soon  millions  of  dollars’  worth  of  gold  coins,  gold  ingots, 
nuggets  and  gold  dust  were  made  available  by  the  California  Gold 
Marketing  Group  (Dwight  Manley,  president),  which  had  secured 
ownership  of  the  majority  of  the  treasure.  Various  rare  coin  companies, 
auction  houses,  and  gold  bullion  dealers  were  enlisted  in  the  distribution. 
Through  Blanchard  & Co.  I was  able  to  acquire  my  first  $3  gold  coin,  one 
of  only  a handful  of  this  denomination  found  in  the  S.  S.  Central  America 
treasure,  a rare  prize.  Soon  afterward  I acquired  a magnificent  gold  ingot 
from  the  ship  and  also  a copy  of  Dave  Bowers’  book,  A California  Gold 
Rush  History,  truly  a masterpiece  of  writing  and  presentation. 

The  historical  aspects  and  challenges  of  numismatics  beckoned. 

Over  the  next  five  to  six  years  I set  about  building  what  Dave  Bowers 
described  as  one  of  the  “most  challenging”  collections,  seeking  extremely 
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rare  high-grade  circulation  strikes  in  the  $3  series  to  represent  certain 
dates  for  which  Proofs  would  have  been  more  available. 

1 interfaced  with  many  people  during  this  “journey”  in  coin  collect- 
ing, including  the  entire  staff  at  American  Numismatic  Rarities,  LLC, 
particularly  Chris  Karstedt,  Puck  Bagg,  and  Q.  David  Bowers.  Thanks 
folks  for  the  adventures  and  may  the  “journey’s  path  never  end!” 

Lastly,  1 truly  have  to  say  a special  “thank  you”  to  my  wife,  Fran 
and  daughter,  Alison  for  their  love  and  support  during  my  “collecting 
frenzies.”  They  shared  in  my  enjoyment  and  shared  last  year  in  the  ap- 
preciation I had  for  the  auction  catalogue  and  book  about  my  $3  gold 
coin  collection  created  by  American  Numismatic  Rarities.  The  event 
was  a runaway  success.  We  all  wish  the  future  owners  of  my  golden 
treasures  the  best  of  enjoyment  with  them. 

Basking  in  the  enjoyment  and  success  of  his  $3  collection,  Rich- 
ard Jewell  continued  with  the  completion  of  another  interest:  silver 
commemorative  coins  from  the  “classic”  era  1892  to  1954.  Building 
on  what  he  had  already  acquired,  plus  new  acquisitions,  he  sought 
to  acquire  a combination  of  ultra-high  grade  coins  with  the  added 
aspect  of  high  quality  and  eye  appeal,  the  last  characteristics  often  be- 
ing elusive.  He  succeeded  in  spades.  It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  we 
showcase  his  remarkable  collection  in  the  pages  to  follow.  Enjoy! 

As  they  say,  “once  a collector,  always  a collector!”  Richard  con- 
tinues his  connoisseurship  in  numismatics,  including  interesting 
examples  ofmedallic  art. 


U 

The  Dale  Friend  Collection 

(in  his  own  words) 

I started  collecting  coins  at  the  age  of  13,  and  like  most  kids  who 
had  a small  allowance  and  the  proceeds  of  lawn  care  jobs  during  the 
summers,  found  most  coins  in  circulation.  In  1954  we  could  find 
Buffaloes,  Indian  Head  cents,  Lincolns,  V nickels,  and  occasionally 
Barbers.  Most  were  worn,  and  if  we  found  a good  one  with  a full 
date,  we  celebrated. 

My  13th  birthday  was  grand  as  I received  a 1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln 
in  AU/UNC.  That  got  sold  in  college,  along  with  any  other  key  pieces 
I had  obtained,  and  all  the  silver  dollars  my  parents  had  brought  back 
from  their  Las  Vegas  trips. 

Not  until  1992,  as  a practicing  lawyer,  did  I return  to  collecting. 
Certification  and  grading  was  now  the  thing,  so  I was  looking  at  a very 
steep  learning  curve.  I needed  help  it  I was  to  spend  serious  money  in 
this  area  of  interest.  I found  a fine  group  of  people  at  U.S.  Coins  in 
Houston,  and  for  the  next  10  years,  relied  on  them  almost  exclusively, 
to  educate  me  and  watch  my  back  when  I ventured  out  alone. 

I think  they  succeeded,  at  least  to  a small  extent.  They  exposed  me 
to  almost  all  series,  and  then  I decided  to  try  and  complete  one  set  in 
high  grade.  Barber  halves  and  V nickels  seemed  available,  so  first  we 
tried  the  Proofs  in  both  series,  and  then  the  Mint  State.  After  five 
years  we  were  90%  there,  but  still  had  only  one  complete  set. 

The  auction  scene  became  the  source  for  most  of  the  remaining 
coins  needed  for  both  sets.  After  I retired  from  the  law  practice  in 
2002, 1 was  able  to  attend  many  sales  on  a regular  basis,  and  met  with 
the  other  individuals  collecting  Barber  halves  and  Mint  State  nickels. 

All  were  personable  and  passionate,  and  the  association  led  to  many 
purchases  and  trades. 

Today,  I am  very  fortunate  to  be  the  custodian  of  the  best  set  of 
Liberty  nickels  I ever  thought  could  be  attained.  But  I am  not  through 
collecting.  I have  expanded  my  interest  to  early  and  Capped  Bust  ma- 
terial, where  I will  probably  spend  the  rest  of  my  collecting  years. 

To  those  who  will  be  bidding  on  the  nickels,  I wish  you  all  suc- 
cess and  as  much  enjoyment  as  I have  had  holding  them,  until  they 
get  passed  to  you. 

Dale  Friend,  aka  Tahoe  Dale. 
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The  Allison  Park  Collection,  Part  IV 

We  are  pleased  to  present  this  fourth  part  ofThe  Allison  Park  Col- 
lection, a collection  that  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  working  with  for 
three  years.  The  collector,  who  has  wished  to  remain  anonymous  in 
these  sales,  enjoyed  coins  for  many  years  and  developed  his  various 
collections  in  concert  with  developments  in  his  career  in  academia. 

A professor  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  for  36  years,  our  client 
is  recognized  as  a leading  scholar  in  history  and  the  social  sciences  with 
particular  focus  in  the  field  of  cultural  change  studies.  He  is  widely 
published  and  has  worked  as  an  educator  in  Latin  America,  Asia,  Europe 
and  Africa — travels  which  allowed  him  to  collect  a fascinating  group  of 
cultural  artifacts,  beyond  coins,  that  reflect  important  aesthetic  values 
of  the  communities  and  cultures  he  came  to  know. 

It  thus  follows  that  his  interest  in  numismatics  was  rather  different 
than  that  of  many  collectors,  as  he  enjoyed  coins  not  first  as  invest- 
ments, objects  of  value,  or  rarities.  Rather  he  appreciated  coins  from 
the  viewpoint  of  a social  scientist,  where  coins  have  a multifaceted 
appeal.  Of  course,  the  aesthetic  value  is  an  important  aspect,  as  will 
be  seen  in  the  coins  here  offered,  but  the  iconic  nature  of  coins  is  of 
greater  significance  to  our  consignor.  The  designs  have  meaning,  and 
the  selection  of  the  motifs  as  well  as  their  executions  are  very  significant 
to  the  part  that  coins  play  in  society. 

From  the  earliest  civilizations,  people  represented  the  unique  needs, 
values,  and  belief  systems  of  their  societies  though  iconic  images  of 
gods  and  goddesses,  human  figures,  or  animals.  Early  examples  dealt 
with  basic  issues  such  as  fertility  or  hunting  rituals,  but  the  figures 
continued  to  change  over  time  and  as  political  institutions  developed, 
so  did  the  images.  Our  client’s  first  numismatic  interests  were  with 
the  coins  of  the  ancient  Greeks,  a series  fascinating  for  its  beautiful 
designs,  rendered  with  the  highest  artistic  sensibilities,  reflecting  the 
very  roots  ofWestern  Civilization.  However,  the  coins  included  in  this 
catalogue  are  every  bit  as  much  cultural  artifacts  of  our  own  society.  The 
designs  that  we  have  chosen  for  them  and  the  meaning  of  these  images 
say  much  about  our  culture,  as  does  the  way  we  use  them  and  trade 
them  in  commerce  and  as  collectors.  These  considerations  have  been 
a large  part  of  our  client’s  interest  in  numismatics,  and  as  an  educator, 
he  always  felt  it  important  that  collectors  realize  and  appreciate  their 
part  in  preserving  these  traditions. 

The  Cape  Cod  Collection 

The  Cape  Cod  Collection  is  one  of  the  nicest  selections  of  Indian 
Head/Buffalo  nickels  ever  to  cross  the  auction  block,  and  ranks  as  the 
current  5th  Finest  set  on  the  PCGS  Registry.  The  emphasis  is  on  coins 
of  high  quality,  with  MS-65  and  MS-66  being  the  general  order  of  the 
day,  with  just  a few  lower,  and  with  quite  a few  higher,  the  latter  toward 
the  end  of  the  series.  Although  the  quality  of  striking  sharpness  of  the 
Buffalo  nickel  series  is  not  generally  addressed  in  popular  numismatic 
listings  and  general  references,  it  is  quite  important.  The  preceding 
said,  the  Buffalo  nickels  of  the  Cape  Cod  Collection  are  perhaps  more 
fully  described  than  might  be  required  of  many  complete  Registry 


cT)he  <2^en>  ^Jork  Connouseui  s Collection  ‘MARCH  2006 


Sets,  as  the  sets  are  rated  based  on  rarity  and  numerical  grade,  with 
strike  ignored.  However,  when  assembling  this  collection,  strike  was 
a very  important  consideration  and  the  specialist  will  undoubtedly 
be  delighted  with  many  of  the  pieces  offered. 

Further  concerning  Buffalo  nickels,  although  they  were  first  pro- 
duced in  1913  and  last  in  1938,  the  collecting  of  them  did  not  become 
a widespread  passion  until  the  mid- 1930s,  when  popular  boards  and 
albums  became  available.  As  strange  as  it  may  seem  today,  in  1926, 
for  example,  scarcely  anyone  cared  whether  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
nickel  was  easy  to  find  or  difficult  to  find  in  Mint  State.  A few  deal- 
ers stocked  such  pieces,  but  not  many.  The  era  of  date  and  mintmark 
popularity  had  yet  to  come.  The  result  of  this  is  that  today  there  are 
many  surprises  concerning  the  availability  of  high  quality  Mint  State 
coins  in  the  series.  Those  dated  1913  are  generally  available,  as  many 
were  saved  as  novelties  from  the  first  year  of  issue.  However,  quite  a 
few  varieties  from  1914  through  the  late  1920s  have  high  mintages  but 
are  perplexingly  difficult  to  find  today  in  grades  such  as  MS-65. 

Now  in  2006,  Buffalo  nickels  are  very  popular,  as,  indeed,  they 
have  been  for  quite  a long  time.  In  the  1960s  Abe  Kosoff,  then  one 
of  the  best  known  dealers  on  the  numismatic  scene  (and  founder 
of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  in  1955),  sent  a survey  out 
to  his  customers,  and  found  that  more  people  were  seeking  Buffalo 
nickels  than  any  other  series!  Today,  they  remain  in  strong  demand. 
We  expect  that  this  offering  of  a simply  extraordinary  collection  will 
cause  quite  a bit  of  attention. 

The  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities 

The  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities  is  characterized  by  a splendid 
selection  of  18th-  and  19th-century  copper,  silver,  and  gold  design 
types  in  spectacular  grades,  indeed  with  many  specimens  ranking 
among  the  finest  certified  by  the  two  major  services. 

Highlights  include  a 1793  Chain  AMERICA  cent  in  AU-55 
and  an  1807  quarter  in  MS-66!  An  1836  Reeded  Edge  half  dollar 
in  Proof-64  is  the  finest  example  of  the  variety,  awarded  by  PCGS 
a “Cameo”  designation.  An  1864  silver  dollar  grading  Proof-68  will 
certainly  attract  the  attention  of  numismatic  perfectionists — a coin 
that  was  once  part  of  a spectacular  original  Proof  Set  of  the  year.  An 
impressive  1795  half  eagle  in  MS-62,  described  by  the  cataloguer  as 
a “frosty  Mint  State  delight,”  will  create  a stir  when  it  crosses  the 
auction  block.  The  offering  of  an  1832  half  eagle  in  MS-63,  a date 
which  is  a rarity  in  any  grade,  will  undoubtedly  be  long  remembered 
by  specialists  in  the  series;  the  same  can  be  said  for  an  MS-64  1834 
Classic  Head  half  eagle,  with  Crosslet  4,  one  of  the  finest  examples 
of  the  variety  extant.  A 1796  eagle  in  AU-58  is  destined  to  command 
spirited  bidding  attention  from  the  numismatic  community.  The 
commemorative  series  is  represented  in  the  Southern  Collection  of 
Rarities  by  a pair  of  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $50  pieces,  both  round 
and  octagonal  formats.  We  are  delighted  to  offer  these  wonderful  rari- 
ties in  our  sale,  a group  that  beautifully  complements  the  spectacular 
array  of  prizes  throughout  the  present  catalogue. 
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WELCOME 


to  our  Baltimore  Sale 


Important  Collections  Featured 

Baltimore  will  be  the  venue  and  March  14th  and  15  th 
will  be  the  time  for  this  great  sale.  In  the  pages  to  follow 
you  will  review  some  of  the  finest  coins  we  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  offering,  with  emphasis  on  high  quality  as 
well  as  pieces  fresh  to  the  market.  The  panorama  ranges 
from  great  rarities  to  affordable  popular  issues — some- 
thing for  everyone. 

The  New  York  Connoisseur  Collection  of  spec- 
tacular type  coins  includes  pieces  that  have  been  hidden  away  for  a 
generation  or  more.  Rarity  and  exquisite  quality  come  together  to 
create  many  opportunities  that  are  not  likely  to  be  repeated  soon. 
Although  collecting  by  basic  United  States  designs  has  long  been  a 
popular  pursuit,  in  recent  years  the  tempo  has  accelerated.  Whitman 
Publishing  Company  advises  that  my  Official  Red  Book  of  United  States 
Type  Coins  continues  to  be  a best  seller — well  worth  having  if  you 
do  not  own  one  already.  Considering  a new  avenue  of  collecting? 
Type  coins  beckon. 

The  Richard  Jewell  Collection  of  Silver  Commemorative  coins 
features  seldom  seen  ultra-graded  examples  in  one  of  America’s  fa- 
vorite series.  Not  only  are  most  pieces  high  ranking  in  terms  ofPCGS 
or  NGC  population,  but  beyond  that  they  are  of  hand  selected  qual- 
ity— many  with  simply  gorgeous  light  toning.  We  welcome  Richard 
Jewell  back  as  a consignor.  You  may  remember  that  a year  ago  we 
showcased  his  marvelous  collection  of  United  States  $3  coins,  an 
event  that  still  echoes  in  the  halls  of  numismatics.  Other  outstanding 
commemoratives  are  featured  later  in  the  catalogue,  an  offering  that 
includes  original  holders  and  memorabilia.  An  extremely  important 
collection  of  Stone  Mountain  counterstamped  half  dollars — nothing 
like  it  has  ever  been  offered  before — comprised  of  34  remarkable  ex- 
amples. Even  one  coin  would  be  unusual  enough!  Some  rare  Western 
Reserve  counterstamps  will  also  be  of  interest. 

We  are  pleased  to  offer  the  Dale  Friend  Collection  of  Mint  State 
Liberty  Nickels,  PCGS  Number  One  All  Time  Finest  and  Current 
Finest  set  of  Liberty  Nickel  circulation  strikes.  This  set  brings  to  the 
auction  block  a combination  of  high  grade  and  quality  that  would 
be  difficult  to  duplicate  for  any  price.  In  time  alone,  a duplication 
of  this  collection  would  be  extremely  dear.  Aside  from  buying  every 
lot  in  this  sale,  the  collection  would  take  years  to  reassemble.  These 
particular  nickels  are  long-time  favorites  with  just  about  everyone. 
Get  set  for  even  more  popularity  when  Whitman  releases  The  Official 
Guide  Book  of  Shield  and  Liberty  Head  Nickels  this  spring. 

The  Cape  Cod  Collection  of  Buffalo  Nickels  emphasizes  high 
grades,  superb  eye  appeal,  and  significantly  above  average  striking. 
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The  last  is  extremely  important,  is  overlooked  by  many, 
but  is  explained  in  detail  in  the  descriptions.  Buffalo 
nickels  are  one  of  the  most  complex  American  series. 
While  they  can  be  collected  easily  enough  by  simply 
buying  grades  marked  on  holders,  finding  well  struck 
coins  can  be  another  matter  entirely.  Peruse  this  section 
of  the  catalogue  carefully  and  1 believe  you  will  join  me 
in  appreciating  its  importance. 

The  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities  is  just  that — a 
fine  cabinet  consigned  to  us  by  a Southern  gentleman,  featuring 
many  choice  and  rare  pieces.  When  buying  he  was  led  by  the  “I  like 
it”  guideline,  which  never  fails.  Among  the  coins  is  a fine  old  friend, 
the  lovely  Mint  State  1795  $10  gold  eagle  from  the  Jung  Collection, 
another  famous  ANR  presentation. 

The  Heathrow  Collection  features  a simply  breathtaking  cabinet 
of  $3  gold  coins,  replete  with  gems  and  rarities,  and  complete  by  date 
and  mint  save  for  the  unique  1870-S  rarity.  Did  1 mention  a high-grade 
1854-D,  a Mint  State  1860-S  (where  can  you  find  another?),  impor- 
tant Proofs  beginning  with  1854  and  continuing  to  the  1873  Open  3, 
the  landmark  1875,  and  the  well  known  1876,  plus  other  delights? 

The  Allison  Park  Collection  Part  IV  comprises  a nice  run  of  early 
half  eagles  plus  other  rarities,  a fine  addition  to  what  will  prove  to 
be  a very  memorable  sale.  John  Dannreuther’s  book  on  early  gold 
coins  1795-1834,  prepared  in  conjunction  with  the  Harry  W.  Bass, 
Jr.  Foundation,  will  be  published  later  this  year  by  Whitman.  I have 
had  a chance  to  review  and  contribute  to  the  manuscript,  and  I can 
say  that  this  one  volume  will  be  a virtual  library  on  early  American 
gold — everything  you  wanted  to  know  and  more.  Remarkably,  each 
and  every  die  is  illustrated. 

We  are  also  pleased  to  present  the  Thaler  Collection,  the  Number 
Two  All  Time  Finest  Early  Dollar  Basic  Set,  Number  One  Current 
Finest  Early  Dollar  Basic  Set,  Number  Two  All  Time  Finest  Early 
Dollar  Set  with  Varieties,  and  Number  One  Current  Finest  Early 
Dollar  Set  with  varieties.  Achieving  prominence  through  PCGS  in 
this  early  specialty  takes  quite  a bit  of  doing — as  each  and  every  coin  is 
at  least  scarce,  if  not  rare  in  the  grade  presented,  with  some  pieces  be- 
ing exceedingly  rare.  Specialists  generally  agree  that  early  dollars  offer 
many  opportunities  on  the  present  market — if  you  can  find  them. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  are  many  other  delights.  The 
rare  and  always  interesting  coinage  of  1792  is  represented  by  a lovely 
half  disme  as  well  as  an  extremely  rare  disme,  both  sure  to  attract 
attention.  Among  copper  coins  a 1793  Chain  cent  in  AU  grade,  an 
elegant  state  of  preservation,  will  be  a focus.  The  choice  Mint  State 
1794  half  dime  will  play  to  a wide  audience  due  to  its  status  as  the  first 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 


year  of  issue.  Perhaps  even  rarer  is  the  1838-0  half  dime  in  choice 
Mint  State,  a specialist’s  dream  come  true.  I’ve  seen  only  a few  of 
these  in  my  career.  Early  dimes  include  a number  of  extremely  high 
grade  issues,  desirable  for  type  as  well  as  to  specialists  who  collect  by 
JR  (John  Reich)  varieties. 

Quarter  dollars  and  half  dollars  include  early  issues  sprinkled  with 
rarities.  For  the  1836  Reeded  Edge  half  dollar  we  have  a remarkable 
presentation  of  a choice  Proof  and  a choice  Mint  State  example. 
Liberty  Seated,  Barber,  and  20th-century  coins  are  also  of  interest 
and  importance. 

Gold  coins  in  this  sale  would  make  a fine  catalogue  all  by  them- 
selves. In  addition  to  the  mentioned  collections  there  are  many  other 
coins  of  interest  and  importance,  of  all  denominations  from  $1  to 
$20,  including  a truly  exceptional  $4  Stella,  an  example  that  two 
experienced  cataloguers  on  our  staff  commented  was  the  finest  they 
had  seen.  Rare  and  superb  quality  colonial  coins,  patterns,  and  other 
specialties  invite  your  interest  and  bids. 

In  Baltimore 

Our  sale  begins  at  6:00  in  the  evening,  Tuesday,  March  14th,  and 
continues  the  next  day,  Wednesday,  beginning  at  2:30  in  the  after- 
noon, continuing  with  a complimentary  dinner  served  to  bidders 
and  an  evening  session.  Lot  viewing  commences  a few  days  earlier  on 
Sunday,  March  12th.  Come  early,  view  the  coins  in  the  sale,  and  then 
take  part  in  what  will  be  one  of  the  most  numismatically  important 
events  of  the  year.  Participating  in  an  ANR  sale  is  always  a great  deal 
of  fun.  The  red  carpet  is  out  for  you.  American  Numismatic  Rarities 
auctions  are  always  special.  This  will  be  no  exception!  You  will  enjoy 
the  experience,  and  we  all  look  forward  to  seeing  you. 

Bidding  can  also  be  via  the  Internet  (read  the  instructions  in  the 
present  catalogue),  by  telephone  (with  advance  arrangements),  and 
by  mail.  Whichever  your  preferred  method,  plan  to  be  a part  of  this 
event.  Right  now,  each  and  every  item  in  the  catalogue  is  available 
to  you. 

I hope  you  will  spend  a few  hours  curled  up  in  a comfy  chair,  read- 
ing each  page.  Most  long-time  numismatists  delight  in  discovering 
new  series  once  a specialty  has  been  completed  or  is  down  to  just  a 
few  needed  pieces.  Let  this  catalogue  start  you  in  a new  direction. 

Writing  the  descriptions  has  been  a great  pleasure  forjohn  Kraljev- 
ich,  John  Pack,  Frank  Van  Valen,  and  the  rest  of  us  on  the  professional 
staff.  Doug  Plasencia  has  done  his  usual  magic  with  photography.  The 
entire  ANR  team  has  participated  in  one  way  or  another,  often  work- 
ing late  into  the  night.  Of  course,  we’ve  enjoyed  every  moment. 

Baltimore  is  one  of  our  favorite  coin  cities,  as  you  know,  what  with 
memories  of  the  Garrett,  Eliasberg,  and  other  collections  that  were 
formed  here.  In  addition,  it  has  become  one  of  America’s  favorite 
convention  destinations.  Baltimore  offers  great  hotels,  memorable 
dining  spots,  shopping  at  Flarbor  Place,  and  more — a truly  great 
place  to  visit.  After  our  auction,  the  Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency 
Convention  will  take  place  at  the  nearby  Baltimore  Convention 
Center.  We  will  have  a table  there,  and  look  forward  to  greeting  you 
at  the  show  as  well.  This  promises  to  be  a grand  event,  as  always  with 
many  dealers  and  collectors  on  hand. 
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Your  Coins  Showcased  Here 

Ifyou  are  not  a buyer  at  present,  then  perhaps  you  are  thinking  of 
selling.  If  so,  let  American  Numismatic  Rarities  do  for  you  what  we 
have  done  for  so  many  others  over  the  years.  Your  consignment  will 
be  treated  with  great  care,  will  be  catalogued  by  what  I like  to  call  the 
“Dream  Team  of  Numismatic  Professionals,”  and  will  be  presented  to 
the  world’s  most  active  clientele  of  enthusiastic  bidders.  Our  careful 
attention  to  details,  our  collective  expertise,  and  our  record  of  suc- 
cess are  legendary. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  better  testimonial  as  to  the  expertise  of  the 
ANR  staff  and  the  results  delivered  than  to  note  that  it  is  the  rule, 
not  the  exception,  when  a part  of  an  important  collection  is  sold 
through  us,  the  consignors  come  back  with  the  remaining  parts. 
Indeed,  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection,  the  Southern  Collection  of 
Rarities,  and  the  Allison  Park  Collection  as  part  of  the  present  sale  are 
from  consignors  who  have  worked  with  us  before.  When  Richard  A. 
Eliasberg,  custodian  of  the  unsurpassed  Eliasberg  Collection,  decided 
to  auction  the  final  remaining  section,  the  clear  choice  was  American 
Numismatic  Rarities.  The  results  “changed  the  market”  according 
to  one  news  headline. 

As  you  read  these  words,  Rick  Bagg  and  John  Pack,  our  primary 
auction  directors,  are  gathering  consignments  for  our  star-studded 
galaxy  of  public  auction  sales  to  be  held  in  the  remainder  of 2006  and 
into  2007.  Of  course,  if  I were  to  mention  everyone  at  ANR  who  gath- 
ers consignments,  we’d  fill  a page  with  photographs.  However,  Buck 
and  John  are  the  main  ones.  Consignments  already  on  hand  are  most 
impressive — coins,  tokens,  medals,  and  paper  money.  The  American 
Numismatic  Rarities  difference  is  expertise,  care,  and  personal  attention 
paid  to  you  and  your  consignment.  The  results  translate  directly  to 
your  bottom  line.  A recent  consignor  had  received  “top  offers”  from 
leading  dealers,  the  highest  being  $600,000.  He  decided  to  consign 
to  ANR.  His  coins  brought  $1,600,000! 

Often,  coins  sold  through  American  Numismatic  Rarities  bring 
more,  after  our  modest  commission,  than  the  same  coins  would  have 
brought  if  sold  free  of  charge  by  another  auction  house! 

Thinking  of  selling?  I invite  you  to  tap  our  expertise,  our  en- 
thusiasm, and  proven  results.  The  ANR  team,  unique  in  the  world 
of  numismatics,  is  at  your  service.  It  may  well  be  the  best  financial 
decision  you  have  ever  made. 

Simply  email  Rack  Bagg  at  rickb@anrcoins.com  or  John  Pack  at 
johnp@anrcoins.com.  Or,  for  immediate  information,  call  866-811- 
1804.  If  you’d  like  to  e-mail  me  (about  a consignment  or  anything 
else — a collecting  question  or  inquiry,  for  example),  my  address  is 
qdavid@anrcoins.com. 

On  behalf  of  all  of  us  at  American  Numismatic  Rarities,  thank 
you  for  reviewing  the  catalogue  now  in  your  hands  and,  hopefully,  for 
joining  us  in  what  will  be  a memorable  sale  in  Baltimore. 
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2x  photo 

1 1652  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Noe-1.  Rarity-2.  AU- 

50  (PCGS).  Even  light  silver  gray  with  hints  of  coppery  toning  in 
areas.  The  tree  on  this  archetypical  Large  Planchet  Pine  Tree  shilling 
variety  is  nicely  defined  and  most  of  the  obverse  legend  is  on  the 
planchet.  The  reverse  is  even  better  centered  and  shows  full  letter- 
ing, though  some  letter  tops  are  at  the  rim.  Some  minor  hairlines  are 
noted,  light  central  granularity  seen  with  a glass,  horizontal  natural 
wave  from  striking  at  base  of  obverse  now  a bit  flattened  with  the 
passage  of  time.  Only  minor  contact  marks  are  seen,  including  a 
short  scratch  right  of  the  final  S of  MASATHVSETS  and  a dig  on 
M of  DOM  on  the  reverse.  Reverse  die  broken  horizontally  at 
center,  essentially  the  terminal  state  and  similar  to  Ford:75.  Because 
of  its  classic  design  and  impressive  size,  this  would  make  a good 


Colonial  and  Early 
American  Coins 


type  coin  for  the  collector  who  wanted  to  own  just  one  piece  of 
Massachusetts  silver. 

PCGS  #000023 


1652  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Noe-10.  Rarity-3. 
F-12,  clipped.  44.4  grains,  21.4  x 22.1  mm.  A very  pleasing  and 
natural-looking  coin  that  was  clipped  during  its  time  in  circulation. 
Based  on  this  piece’s  weight — almost  exactly  5/8  of  what  a newly 
coined  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling  should  optimally  weigh, 
it  perhaps  circulated  as  an  8-pence  piece.  The  surfaces  are  glossy 
medium  antique  silver  gray  with  deeper  color  around  the  peripher- 
ies. The  tree  is  exceptionally  strong  for  the  assigned  grade,  which 
could  just  as  easily  be  VF  were  it  not  for  the  clipping.  A portion 
of  the  obverse  legends  remain,  though  the  reverse  is  clipped  down 
nearly  to  the  beads  around  the  date  and  denomination.  This  piece  is 
as  free  of  problems  as  could  be  hoped  for,  with  no  nicks  or  scratches 
easily  noted.  A new  generation  of  historically-minded  collectors 
appreciates  contemporarily  clipped  Massachusetts  silver  as  much 
as  full-weight  pieces,  though  the  market  at  large  inexplicably  sees 
such  pieces  as  “damaged.”  For  our  money,  a piece  like  this  provides 
an  excellent  value  and  a lesson  on  when  silver  coins  were  simply 
worth  whatever  they  weighed. 

PCGS  #000023 

Pleasing  EF  Noe-25  Pine  Tree 


1652  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Noe-25.  Rarity-5.  EF- 
45  (NGC).  72.0  grains  according  to  the  NGC  encapsulation.  Even 
deep  pewter  gray  with  lighter  silver  devices.  A pleasing  example,  free 
of  significant  flaws.  The  appearance  of  granularity,  particularly  on 
the  reverse,  is  a product  of  the  die  and  is  seen  on  other  specimens 
from  this  elusive  die  marriage.  A tiny  planchet  depression  is  noted 
near  the  final  T in  MASATHVSETS,  rim  close  above  first  A of  the 
same  word,  very  bold  detail  also  similar  to  the  Ford  coin  described 
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as  Extremely  Fine  (at  $17,000).  This  piece  is  not  quite  as  glossy 
and  pleasing  as  the  Ford  piece,  but  it  is  finer  than  most  Noe-25s 
we  have  seen  and  shows  no  abuse  or  negative  eye  appeal.  It  would 
make  a fine  addition  to  an  advanced  cabinet  of  this  17th-century 
American  issues  or  be  an  ideal  type  coin  with  the  added  benefit  of 
a scarcely  seen  die  pair. 

PCGS  #000024 


Lovely  EF  Small  Planchet  Pine  Tree 


4 1652  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Noe-29.  Rarity-3. 

EF-40  (PCGS).  Glossy  deep  gray  surfaces  yield  highly  attrac- 
tive golden  toning  under  a light.  The  central  tree  device  is  well 
rendered  and  the  legends  on  both  sides  are  nearly  complete.  Some 
letter  tops  are  interrupted  at  the  rim,  and  GL  of  ENGLAND  is  a 
bit  indistinct  as  usual.  A few  very  light  scratches  are  visible  beneath 
the  denomination,  but  they  are  only  discernible  with  a glass  and  do 
not  affect  very  good  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  This  variety  is  to  the 
Small  Planchets  as  Noe-1  is  to  the  Large  Planchets:  the  variety  that 
comes  to  mind  as  the  archetypical  type  coin  for  those  who  are  not 
Massachusetts  silver  specialists.  The  present  piece  is  sharper  than 
most,  more  colorful  than  most,  and  essentially  free  of  flaws.  It  would 
make  a great  choice  for  a collector  building  an  early  American  type 
set. 

PCGS  #000024 


5 (ca.  1667-69)  Saint  Patrick’s  farthing.  Breen-208.4,  Griffee 
1-4/Ob.  VF-20.  81.9  grains.  Glossy  dark  chocolate  brown  with 
moderate  granularity  but  excellent  sharpness.  The  planchet  is  a 
bit  narrow  and  shows  a plain  edge.  The  legends  and  kneeling  king 
are  both  especially  well  defined,  and  the  golden  splasher  is  ideally 
centered.  A very  desirable  example. 

PCGS  #000042 
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(ca.  1667-69)  Saint  Patrick’s  farthing.  Breen-208.5,  Griffee 
1-4/ld.  VF-20.  81.7  grains.  Pleasing  medium  brown  with  good 
gloss  and  a bright  brassy  splash  well-centered  under  the  crown. 
Some  very  faint  granularity  is  seen  under  magnification,  most  sig- 
nificantly around  the  “sea  beasts”  but  not  of  consequence  anywhere. 
The  strike  is  even,  with  strong  central  detail,  and  the  legends  are 


intact.  A very  nice  type  coin,  or  a fine  specimen  of  an  apparently 
elusive  Griffee  number. 

PCGS  #000042 


7 (ca.  1667-69)  Saint  Patrick’s  farthing.  Breen-212,  Griffee 
31-7/5b.  F-12.  103.1  grains.  Nice  even  dark  chocolate  brown 
and  steel  surfaces  are  smooth  and  glossy,  showing  practically  none 
of  the  usually  encountered  granularity  or  scattered  pitting.  Some 
light  hairlines  are  seen,  and  the  brass  splash  has  toned  down  to  a 
dark  golden  color.  The  rim  is  split,  as  struck,  at  the  rim  at  12:00. 
No  significant  marks  are  seen,  making  this  a choice  specimen  for 
the  grade.  The  legend  FLOREAT  shows  the  R cut  over  an  O. 

PCGS  #000042 


8 


9 


(ca.  1667-69)  Saint  Patrick’s  farthing.  Breen-212,  Griffee  32- 
6/0a.  VF-25.  101.5  grains.  Lovely  glossy  light  brown,  an  unusual 
color  for  this  series,  with  mostly  smooth  surfaces.  The  region  left 
of  the  kneeling  king  is  a bit  granular  but  the  detail  is  excellent  and 
the  dark  golden  splash  is  centered  and  intact.  The  Saint  Patrick  side 
is  especially  choice,  but  for  a natural  pit  inside  the  rim  near  5:00. 
A very  attractive  specimen. 

Though  the  included  lot  ticket  is  from  3018  of  the  sale  noted  below, 
a look  at  the  weight  and  description  of  pieces  in  that  sale  makes  clear  that 
this  is  in  fact  Lot  3017. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena  ’s  sale  of  the  Greenwald  and Jackson  Collec- 
tions, September  1995,  Lot  3017. 

PCGS  #000042 


(ca.  1667-69)  Saint  Patrick’s  farthing.  Breen-212,  Griffee 
31-6/2a.  VF-25.  86.5  grains.  Nice  glossy  medium  brown  surfaces 
show  excellent  visual  appeal.  The  design  elements  are  bold  from 
center  to  rim,  with  far  nicer  central  definition  than  usually  seen 
even  on  pieces  graded  EF.  A patch  of  old  gilding  remains  at  QVIES. 
The  splasher  remains  intact  and  is  toned  to  deep  gold,  and  some 
very  minor  granularity  is  really  only  noted  under  a glass.  An  above 
average  example  of  this  popular  type. 

PCGS  #000042 
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10  A selection  of  pleasing,  smooth  Saint  Patrick’s  farthings:  Grades 
range  from  VG  to  Fine,  each  quite  attractive  though  showing  some 
central  strike-related  weakness.  The  following  Griffee  numbers 
are  included:  Gl-2/la,  Gl-4/0m,  Gl-4/2g,  G31-6/3b,  G41-5/5a, 
G72-2/la,  the  last  being  a Griffee  coin  with  the  brass  splasher  dug 
out  of  the  obverse  surface.  A good  grouping  for  those  pursuing  the 
newly  attributed  die  varieties  of  this  series.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

11  A collector  accumulation  of  Saint  Patrick’s  farthings.  Grades  range 
from  VG  to  VF  or  better,  but  with  surfaces  showing  granularity  or 
more  significant  roughness.  An  interesting  arrangement  of  Breen 
and  Griffee  varieties,  including  a pleasing  specimen  with  a heavy 
break  in  PLE  of  PLEBS.  Best  to  be  examined,  but  a worthy  addi- 
tion to  a growing  cabinet  of  this  type.  (Total:  8 pieces) 

12  A group  of  Saint  Patrick’s  farthings:  Grades  range  from  AG  to 
VF  by  sharpness,  but  each  is  quite  rough  and  one  is  bent.  One 
Griffee  coin  is  included  in  the  group  (Ex.  2003  C4  sale,  Lot  236 
with  ticket),  but  the  roughness  makes  attributions  challenging.  An 
interesting  group  for  the  student  of  this  newly  enlivened  series. 
(Total:  7 pieces) 


13  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Newman  3-F,  Breen-181.  No  Pe- 
riod. MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Choice  chocolate  brown  surfaces  with 
hints  of  mint  color  in  some  areas.  Especially  well  struck,  with  a 
boldly  defined  center  to  the  Virginia  shield  and  more  than  3/4  of  the 
dentils  around  the  periphery.  No  marks,  hairlines,  or  flyspecks  are 
seen,  making  the  assigned  grade  seem  rather  conservative.  A single 
spot  on  George’s  neck  and  a very  shallow  abrasion  is  noted  on  his 
jawline.  Beautiful  and  lightly  reflective,  an  especially  nice  example 
that  does  not  appear  to  have  been  from  the  Cohen  hoard. 

PCGS  #000243 

14  Selection  of  French  colonial  and  related  types:  ☆ 1710-AA  30  de- 
niers.  Metz  mint.  Breen-282.  VF-20.  Medium  gray,  usual  planchet 
granularity,  some  areas  of  striking  weakness  ☆ 1711-D  30  deniers. 
Lyon  mint.  Breen-284.  VF-30.  Dark  gray,  quite  granular,  obverse 
planchet  striation  ☆ 1721-H  9 deniers.  La  Rochelle  mint.  Breen- 
261.  F-15,  smooth  light  brown,  excellent  planchet  quality  for  the 
issue,  dig  at  central  reverse  and  small  drill  mark  inside  legends  near 
8:00  ☆ 1722/1-H  9 deniers.  La  Rochelle  mint.  Breen-262.  F-15. 
Medium  brown,  mostly  smooth,  vertical  planchet  striations  ☆ 
1722-H  9 deniers.  La  Rochelle  mint.  Breen-263.  VF-20.  Medium 
brown,  some  scattered  pits,  mostly  glossy  and  pleasing  ☆ 1720-S  6 
deniers.  Reims  mint.  Breen-unlisted.  VF  or  better,  but  very  dark 
and  granular.  A so-called  John  Law  type  ☆ 1720-BB  6 deniers. 
Strasbourg  mint.  Breen-unlisted.  AG-3.  Heavily  worn.  Another 
John  Law  type  ☆ 1722-K  6 deniers.  Bordeaux  mint.  Breen-un- 
listed. VG-7,  dark  and  granular.  Same  design  types  as  previous,  but 
issued  afterjohn  Law’s  fall  from  grace  ☆ 1720-A  20  sols.  Paris  mint. 
Breen-unlisted.  VF-25,  cleaned.  Bright  silver  gray.  Issued  under 
John  Law  ☆ 1721-H  1/6  ecu.  La  Rochelle  mint.  EF-40,  lightly 
toned.  Overstruck.  Issued  afterjohn  Law’s  escape  from  the  Paris 
mob  ☆ 1739-C  sou  marque.  Caen  mint.  Breen-435.  G-5.  Worn 


and  bent,  medium  brown  ☆ “1742-H”  sou  marque.  Circulating 
counterfeit,  after  the  La  Rochelle  mint.  Breen-477.  AU-50.  Mostly 
chocolate  brown,  some  traces  of  silvering,  a few  raised  specks  of 
corrosion  ☆ 1751-H  sou  marque.  La  Rochelle  mint.  Breen-486. 
F-12.  Mottled  gray,  some  granularity  and  scattered  pits  ☆ 1767-A 
12  deniers.  Paris  mint.  Breen-700.  No  countermark.  F-15.  Tan 
and  dark  brown,  mostly  smooth  and  quite  pleasing  for  this  scarce 
issue  ☆ 1767-A  12  deniers  with  RF  countermark.  Paris  mint. 
Breen-701.  VF-20.  Once  cleaned,  light  brown  and  rose,  mostly 
smooth  ☆ 1767-A  12  deniers.  Paris  mint.  Breen-700,  Pridmore- 
7.  VF-30.  Countermarked  FD  for  Francois  Declos,  a Trinidadian 
barber.  Dark  brown  and  granular,  still  attractive  and  scarce.  (Total: 
16  pieces) 


15  1720-A  livre  d’argent  de  la  Compagnie  des  Indes.  Paris  mint. 

Breen  (1976)-16,  KM-453.  MS-62  (NGC).  An  avidly  collected 
French  silver  piece  from  the  tenure  ofjohn  Law,  often  included 
in  collections  of  French  colonial  types  for  its  association  with  the 
Mississippi  Bubble  scheme.  Highly  lustrous  brilliant  silver  gray 
with  excellent  cartwheel.  Very  attractive  and  free  of  marks,  some 
die  fatigue  lines  radiate  in  fields,  only  minor  hairlines.  An  above- 
average  example  of  this  piece  struck  in  early  1720  while  John  Law 
was  in  charge  of  French  mints.  The  Ford  specimens  that  were  in 
similar  condition  hammered  for  $2000  and  $2200. 


16  1767-A  French  colonies  sou.  RF  counterstamp  (1793). 

Breen-701.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractive  deep  mahogany  brown 
with  superb  sharpness  for  this  issue.  The  surfaces  are  very  finely 
granular  under  magnification,  a common  condition  on  this  issue 
that  saw  use  in  the  Caribbean.  A dig  is  noted  under  17  of  the  date 
but  there  are  no  other  major  marks.  RF  counterstamp  is  shifted 
a bit  right,  boldly  stamped  but  allowing  the  fleurs-de-lis  beneath 
and  the  A mintmark  on  the  reverse  to  be  partially  seen.  A popular 
French  colonial  issue  long  incorporated  into  American  cabinets. 

PCGS  #158637 
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Extremely  Popular  1776  Continental  $1 

Ideal  Collector  Grade 


17  1776  Continental  Currency  dollar.  Newman  2-C.  CUR- 

RENCY. Pewter.  EF-40  (PCGS).  An  ideally  collectible,  lightly 
worn  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  popular  of  all  American  coins. 
Abundant  lustrous  light  silver  gray  persists  around  deeper  toned 
pewter  gray  centers  and  devices.  The  detail  is  still  very  bold, 
particularly  at  peripheries,  though  the  central  reverse  is  also  more 
crisp  than  would  be  expected  for  the  assigned  grade.  As  is  typi- 
cal for  coins  of  this  composition,  some  scattered  marks  are  seen, 
but  none  is  individually  distracting  or  damaging  to  very  good 
aesthetic  appeal.  The  greatest  preponderance  of  marks  is  at  the 
central  obverse,  though  we  note  only  a couple  marks  under  the  C 
of  CURRENCY  and  a cut  on  the  Y of  the  same  word.  All  legends, 
including  MIND  YOUR  BUSINESS,  remain  bold.  Perhaps  most 


importantly,  there  is  no  evidence  of  tinpest  or  raised  corrosion  as 
so  often  seen  on  this  type.  Indeed,  given  a choice  between  a nice 
EF  without  corrosion  and  an  Unc  with  a lot  of  tinpest,  we  would 
probably  select  the  former  rather  than  the  latter! 

As  most  early  American  coin  enthusiasts  know,  demand  for 
Continental  dollars  has  escalated  significantly  over  the  last  half 
dozen  years.  As  this  happens,  the  pressure  on  the  fairly  limited 
supply  of  nice  circulated  pieces  increased  geometrically — if  you 
were  to  chart  the  population  of  Continental  dollars  by  grade,  more 
would  be  Mint  State  than  any  other  grade  range.  This  piece  remains 
in  the  price  range  of  many  collectors  but  is  still  nice,  lustrous,  and 
highly  attractive.  As  such,  it  represents  a great  value  and  a prize 
for  any  cabinet. 

PCGS  #000791 

18  A collection  of  Nova  Constellatio  coppers  by  variety,  along  with 
a popular  Washington  piece:  ☆ 1783  Crosby  2-B.  Pointed  Rays, 
Small  US.  VF-30.  Nice  medium  brown,  smooth,  linear  planchet 
fissure  on  obverse,  some  hairlines  ☆ 1785  Crosby  1-B.  Blunt  Rays, 
Script  US.  VF-25.  Mottled  deep  olive-brown,  naturally  retoning 
and  attractive,  smooth  surfaces,  two  tiny  reverse  rim  ticks  ☆ 1785 
Crosby  3-B.  Pointed  Rays,  Script  US.  VF-25.  Pleasing  medium 
brown,  light  obverse  scratch,  minor  reverse  rim  bruise,  reverse  a 
bit  off  center  ☆ 1785  Crosby  4-C.  Pointed  Rays,  Script  US.  F-15. 
Lovely  medium  brown,  glossy  despite  minor  granularity,  a bit  weak 
at  rims,  tiny  mint  clip  below  date,  a very  scarce  variety  ☆ 1785 
Crosby  4-D.  Pointed  Rays,  Script  US.  F-15.  Olive-brown,  once 
cleaned  but  retoning  naturally,  a bit  rough  at  rims,  a very  scarce 
variety  ☆ 1783  Washington  Unity  States  “cent.”  EF-40,  glossy 
and  smooth  medium  brown,  very  nice  looking,  a few  light  obverse 
scratches,  minor  rim  bruise  at  9:00  reverse.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

Very  Rare  NJ  Maris  74-bb  Running  Fox 


19  1788  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris  74-bb.  Rarity-5+.  Running 

Fox.  VF-20. 143.1  grains,  27. 1 mm.  An  important  specimen  of  this 
highly  challenging  and  distinctive  variety.  Light  olive  with  golden 
toning  on  the  obverse,  deeper  olive  on  the  reverse.  The  surfaces 
are  evenly  and  microscopically  granular,  more  notable  on  reverse 
than  obverse  where  some  raised  corrosion  is  also  present  on  the 
shield.  The  obverse  has  been  very  lightly  cleaned,  and  an  area  under 
the  plow  handles  was  carefully  smoothed  long  ago.  A few  scratches 
are  noted  in  the  soft  spot  at  central  obverse.  The  line  of  weakness 
from  center  to  the  rim  right  of  the  date  is  a product  of  a die  break, 
also  seen  on  the  Ford  coin.  Overall  the  sharpness  is  similar  to  that 
piece,  called  “probable  second  finest  known,”  though  the  surfaces 
were  a bit  better  preserved.  A very  rare  variety,  the  Maris  74-bb  was 
long  called  Rarity-6  and  may  still  be  worthy  of  such  an  assignment; 
certainly  the  population  is  near  the  R-6/R-5  breaking  point  of  30 
known  specimens.  This  specimen  could  be  an  excellent  addidon 
to  an  advanced  collection  of  New  Jersey  coppers  by  variety'. 

PCGS  #000524 
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Exceptional  Garrett  1788  MA  1/2^ 

“Superb,  Magnificent,  Breathtaking” 


20  1788  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  1-B.  Rarity-2.  MS-64 

BN  (PCGS).  One  of  the  very  finest  Massachusetts  half  cents 
extant,  pedigreed  to  the  famous  Stickney,  Ellsworth,  and  Garrett 
collections.  In  1979,  Dave  Bowers  catalogued  this  piece  as  “Choice 
Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A superb,  magnificent,  breathtaking  coin. 
The  obverse  is  glossy  lustrous  brown  with  iridescent  overtones.  The 
reverse  is  glossy  brown  with  traces  of  original  mint  red  color.  Boldly 
struck.  A specialist's  dream."  It  realized  $4,500,  more  than  any 
other  Massachusetts  half  cent  in  the  fabulous  Garrett  collection  and 
just  $1,000  less  than  the  Garrett  Transposed  Arrows  cent  offered 
in  the  next  lot  with  a 3/4  page  description! 

As  further  indication  of  the  majestic  preservation  of  this  coin, 
we  note  how  Henry  Chapman  described  this  piece  in  1907: 
“Uncirculated.  Light  olive.  Sharp,  beautiful  specimen.  The  finest 
example  I have  ever  seen.  A gem.”  By  1907,  Chapman  had  been 
a full-time  specialist  for  nearly  30  years,  seeing  many  of  the  finest 
early  American  coins  extant.  He  was  not  a man  prone  to  great 
exaggeration,  so  his  assertion  that  it  was  the  best  he’d  ever  seen 
should  not  be  taken  lightly. 

This  piece  is  just  as  exceptional  today,  and  as  we  examine  it 
we  notice  rich  brown  surfaces  with  golden  highlights  barely  faded 
down  from  mint  color  in  the  smooth  and  reflective  fields.  The  strike 
on  the  Indian’s  hip  and  skirt  is  positively  exceptional,  and  the  frosty 
devices  stand  out  in  near-cameo  contrast  from  the  fields.  Some  mint 
color  persists  around  lettering,  along  with  some  beautiful  subtle  rose 
and  blue  tones.  Aside  from  an  old  spot,  unchanged  since  Garrett, 
between  AC  of  MASSACHUSETTS,  there  are  no  marks  or  flaws 
worth  noting,  indeed,  we’re  a bit  puzzled  by  the  grade  as  assigned, 
considering  the  gem-calibre  eye  appeal  and  technical  quality.  The 
surface  quality  is  unparalleled  in  our  experience  with  Massachusetts 
half  cents.  We  even  like  this  one  as  much  as  or  more  than  the  best 
1788  half  cent  in  the  Ford  sale,  Lot  109,  which  brought  $18,400. 
For  quality-conscious  enthusiasts  of  early  American  coins,  this  is  a 
once-in-a-lifetime  opportunity — this  coin  stands  as  one  of  the  very 
finest  extant  of  its  entire  type  and  has  had  only  four  owners  since 
the  19th  century!  Stickney  acquired  his  1804  dollar  in  1843,  and 
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this  piece  could  have  likewise  been  in  his  collection  since  before 
the  Civil  War.  It  was  in  the  Garrett  collection  for  55  years.  The 
New  York  Connoisseur  owned  it  for  27  years.  Your  next  chance 
to  purchase  it  may  not  be  soon  enough. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  3 finer  (MS-66  BN  finest). 

Col.  James  Ellsworth  was  the  purchaser  of  some  of  the  most  significant 
rarities  at  the  1907  Stickney  sale.  Under  the  pseudonym  “Hercules,”  he  was 
represented  personally  by  Henry  Chapman  from  the  podium,  purchasing  the 
unique  Janus  Head  1776  Massachusetts  halfpenny,  the  Brasher  doubloon, 
and  the  Stickney  1804  dollar.  When  Ellsworth’s  collection  was  sold  in  1923, 
the  cabinet  was  purchased  in  a joint  venture  by  Wayte  Raymond  and  John 
Work  Garrett,  who  put  up  $50,000  to  guarantee  first  choice  of  the  finest 
specimens.  This  piece  was  among  those  he  chose,  as  was  the  Janus  Head 
copper  and  the  Brasher  doubloon.  As  for  the  1804  dollar,  he  let  Raymond 
sell  it  elsewhere;  Garrett  already  had  one. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Henry 
Chapman’s  sale  of  the  Matthew  A.  Stickney  Collection,  June  1907,  Lot 
135;  Col.  James  W.  Ellsworth  to John  Work  Garrett  in  1923;  Bowers  and 
Ruddy’s  sale  of  the  Garrett  Collection,  Part  I,  November  1979,  Lot  581. 
The  original  Garrett  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 

PCGS  #000308 

Classic  (1785)  Bar  Cent  Rarity 

Particularly  High  Grade 


21  Undated  (1785)  Bar  cent.  Breen-1145.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A 

superb  example  of  this  classic  rarity.  Beautiful  light  brown  surfaces 
retain  essentially  full  cartwheel  lustre.  The  surfaces  are  smooth, 
glossy,  and  a delight  to  behold.  A small  batch  of  vertical  scratches 
blend  in  left  of  U,  and  are  easily  enough  missed  that  we  only  saw 
them  after  enjoy  studying  the  coin  for  a few  minutes.  A couple  little 
spots  are  seen,  including  one  in  the  juncture  of  S and  another  at  the 
center  ofbar  11.  On  bar  12,  the  diagnostic  vertical  spur  at  the  left 
side  of  the  bar  is  easily  seen. 

Bar  cents  are  one  of  the  most  popular  of  early  American  types 
but  are  very  uncommon  in  the  marketplace.  Most  seem  to  be  only 
lightly  worn — perhaps  EF  is  a typical  grade — though  lustrous  sliders 
like  this  one  (which  could  easily  be  called  Unc)  are  rare.  Their  low 
weight  probably  drove  them  from  tills  during  the  Copper  Panic  of 
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1789,  leaving  only  4 years  to  really  circulate  and  thus  not  enough 
time  to  wear  down  to  grades  like  Good  and  VG.  They  were  pat- 
terned after  a very  commonly  worn  Continental  Army  button,  a 
design  so  standard  for  soldiers  of  the  period  that  this  would  have 
been  easily  recognized  when  it  was  introduced  in  1785.  The  reverse 
is  also  patterned  after  a button  of  the  era,  albeit  a less  common  one. 
The  design  is  so  crisp  and  historic  that  this  issue  appears  on  want 
lists  perhaps  more  than  any  other  type;  unfortunately,  the  fact  that 
these  pieces  are  listed  in  worn  grades  at  low  prices  in  places  like  the 
Guide  Book  means  that  every  time  we  sell  one  at  auction  there  is  a 
long  list  of  underbidders  who  are  well  off  the  mark.  For  those  who 
have  a Good  to  Very  Fine  Bar  cent  on  your  want  list,  it  is  time  to 
reconsider — all  that  is  available  in  that  price  range  is  the  occasional 
damaged  piece.  This  example,  however,  is  of  excellent  quality  and 
promises  to  reward  a strong  bid  with  years  of  pride.  Additionally, 
the  constant  interest  in  this  design  means  a high  grade  piece  like 
this  could  prove  to  be  a very  sound  investment  as  well.  Housed  in 
an  old  green  label  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #000599 

22  1795  Talbot,  Allum,  & Lee  token.  Breen-1035.  Lettered 

Edge.  AU-58  (NGC) . Pleasing  medium  brown  with  olive  periph- 
eries and  some  remaining  lustre.  Some  scattered  marks  though  none 
are  serious,  hint  of  verdigris  under  foresail,  an  appealing  specimen 
of  a popular  18th-century  American  token. 

PCGS  #000640 

Elusive  Washington  Liverpool  Halfpenny 


23  1791  Washington  Liverpool  halfpenny.  Breen-1223,  Baker- 

17.  VF-30.  133.0  grains,  28.4  mm.  A desirable  example  of  this 
rare  type.  Even  medium  brown  and  steel  with  a couple  of  spots 
of  lighter  brown  color  behind  Washington’s  head.  Scattered  small 
contact  marks  are  present  on  both  sides,  though  none  is  individu- 
ally alarming.  We  note  a diagonal  dig  on  Washington’s  cheek  and 
a few  very  thin  scratches  on  the  top  foresail  as  identifiers.  As  is 
typical  with  this  elusive  muling,  the  planchet  appears  undersized, 
though  the  reverse  legends  are  intact  and  PRESIDENT  actually 
shows  some  denticles  above  it.  A tiny  rim  bruise  is  noted  over  NT 
of  that  word.  The  Ford  specimen  was  graded  “choice  Very  Fine” 
and  brought  $5,175  while  the  piece  in  our  December  2005  Old 
Colony  sale  was  graded  AU-50  (PCGS)  and  realized  $6,900.  This 
piece  is  better  struck  than  the  latter  piece,  with  full  porthole  detail 
on  the  reverse,  and  should  command  a strong  sum. 


24  An  advanced  collection  of  Fugio  cent  varieties,  mostly  in  low  grades 
but  including  a number  of  scarce  to  rare  Newman  numbers:  ☆ N. 
1-B.  Rarity-5.  Cross  after  date.,  VG-7.  Light  brown  and  glossy, 
smooth  surfaces,  a few  obverse  scratches  ☆ N.  3-D.  Rarity-4-. 
Club  Rays.  VG-8.  Smooth  medium  brown,  tiny  obverse  rim 
nicks  at  9:00,  very  nice  for  the  grade  ☆ N.  6-W.  Rarity-4+.  VG-7. 
Smooth  and  glossy  dark  brown,  some  scrapes  but  pleasing  overall 

☆ N.  9-P.  Rarity-4.  VF-30.  Dark  brown  with  some  striadons,  but 
smooth  and  glossy  with  good  eye  appeal  ☆ N.  9-T.  Rarity-6.  G-4. 
Light  brown  and  pleasing  for  the  grade,  a rare  variety  ☆ N.  12-M. 
Rarity-4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Dusky  brown,  perhaps  retoned,  some 
granularity  ☆ N.  12-U.  Rarity-5.  VF-20but  very  heavily  granular 

☆ N.  12-X.  Rarity-2.  G-5.  Planchet  flaw  at  lower  left  obverse 
rim,  smooth  but  some  reverse  pits,  appealing  brown  ☆ N.  13-R. 
Rarity-4.  F-12.  Light  brown,  mostly  smooth  and  attractive  ☆ N. 
14-0.  Rarity-5-.  F-15.  Dark  brown,  a bit  granular  ☆ N.  16-H.l. 
Rarity-5.  F-15,  dark  and  granular  ☆ N.  16-N.  Rarity-4.  VF-20. 
Light  brown  and  rose,  cleaned  and  retoned,  smooth  surfaces  ☆ 
N.  17— S.  Rarity-5-.  VF-25.  Very  pleasing,  even  olive-brown,  a 
few  hairlines,  smooth  and  attractive  ☆ N.  18-H.  Rarity-4.  AG-3. 
Light  brown  and  smooth,  scattered  nicks  and  fissures  ☆ N.  18-U. 
Rarity-5-.  G-5.  Mottled  brown,  many  nicks  and  an  obverse  dig 

☆ N.  20-X.  Rarity-6.  G-6.  Dark  brown  with  tan  devices,  some 
old  scratches  ☆ N.  22-M.  Rarity-5.  F-12  or  so,  but  very  heavy 
roughness  from  burial,  some  scratches,  heavy  cut  out  of  rim  right 
of  6:00  on  obverse.  (Total:  17  pieces) 


Superb  1787  Fugio  Cent 


25  1787  Fugio  cent.  N.  8-X.  R-3.  Pointed  Rays,  STATES 

UNITED.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Superb  cartwheel  lustre  swirls 
over  lively  and  frosty  surfaces  that  are  barely  faded  from  mint  color. 
Abundant  mint  red  remains,  mostly  around  devices  and  legends, 
while  the  fields  have  mellowed  to  a pleasing  violet-brown.  Mar- 
velously preserved  and  choice  for  the  assigned  grade,  this  piece 
looks  much  like  it  did  when  the  Bank  of  New  York  hoard  turned 
up  in  1856.  The  obverse  shows  one  planchet  flaw  in  the  lower  left 
sunrays,  while  some  thinner  fissures  are  present  on  the  reverse,  few 
enough  that  the  designs  remain  intact  and  only  one  below  9:00  is 
big  enough  to  mention.  The  suntace  is  impressively  bold,  as  are 
the  sundial  and  central  reverse  legends,  but  a die  failure  at  the  base 
of  the  obverse  makes  BUSINESS  somewhat  soft.  No  post  strik- 
ing defects  are  seen  at  all,  and  we  suspect  that  this  piece  would  be 
graded  gem  if  natural  and  typical  planchet  flaws  were  not  factored 
into  the  grade  at  all.  As  they  are,  this  piece  shows  less  significant 
fissures  than  most  Bank  of  New  York  hoard  survivors  and  is  of  a 
hand-selected  quality  fit  for  a connoisseur.  A perfect  Mint  State 
type  coin. 

PCGS  #000884 
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Rare  Newman  12-Z  Fugio  Cent 


26  1787  Fugio  cent.  N.  12-Z.  Rarity-6.  Raised  Rims  reverse. 

Pointed  Rays,  STATES  UNITED.  VF-20.  153.9  grains,  28.0 
mm.  Lovely  even  light  brown  with  smooth,  glossy  surfaces.  Excel- 
lent eye  appeal,  especially  considering  that  most  specimens  of  this 
variety  we’ve  seen  have  been  rather  unattractive.  The  strike  is  a bit 
soft  at  centers,  typical  for  the  die  pair,  with  the  northeast  quadrant 
of  the  central  reverse  circle  somewhat  ill-defined.  No  pits  or  heavy 
flaws  are  seen,  just  some  very  minor  and  microscopic  granularity 
that  is  almost  always  found  with  the  issue.  A popular  Guide  Book 
variety,  the  Raised  Rim  reverse  shows  very  bold  borders  to  the 
central  reverse  circles.  This  characteristic  is  found  only  on  the  Z 
reverse,  which  was  muled  to  this  obverse  12  (Rarity-6)  and  obverse 
19  (Rarity-5).  The  Ford  specimen  of  this  marriage,  called  “About 
Fine”  with  similar  sharpness  and  far  inferior  surfaces,  brought  $4600 
in  October  2003.  This  piece  should  also  see  spirited  bidding. 

PCGS  #000883 


Exonumia 


Gem  Copper  Libertas  Americana  Medal 
A Superb  Example 
“It  Gives  General  Pleasure” 


27  (1782)  Libertas  Americana  medal.  Betts-615.  Copper.  MS-65 

(NGC).  762.8  grains,  47.8  mm.  One  of  the  finest  copper  Libertas 
Americana  medals  we  have  seen  in  years.  Glorious  chocolate  brown 
surfaces  yield  delicate  blue,  rose,  and  golden  tones  in  the  highly 
reflective  fields,  a magnificent  display  of  color  and  lustre.  The 


strike  is  full  and  superbly  rendered,  indeed,  this  piece  is  as  finely 
detailed  as  any  we  have  seen,  and  we  have  seen  more  than  most.  No 
digs  are  noted,  and  only  the  most  fine  and  insignificant  hairlines 
may  be  seen  with  scrutiny.  We  mention  a vertical  line  from  the 
back  tresses  to  the  exergual  line,  a short  diagonal  line  under  M of 
AMERICANA,  and  a similar  line  under  IN  of  INFANS  for  the 
sake  offuture  collectors  tracing  the  pedigree  of  this  specimen.  None 
of  these  are  mentioned  because  they  affect  visual  appeal,  instead 
they  are  so  minor  we  point  them  out  because  we  suspect  this  piece 
will  look  positively  flawless  even  in  an  enlarged  photograph.  The 
aesthetic  appeal  is  superlative — anyone  would  regard  this  medal  as 
a beautiful  work  of  art. 

No  medal  is  in  more  demand  among  collectors  of  American 
coins,  and  for  good  reason:  none  can  claim  the  dual  honors  of 
being  both  created  by  a Founding  Father  as  a commemoration  of 
the  birth  of  this  nation  in  addition  to  being  the  design  inspiration 
for  the  most  famous  and  attractive  early  American  coinage  types. 
Greater  appreciation  of  this  in  recent  years  has  led  to  many  con- 
noisseurs seeking  out  fine  Libertas  Americana  medals  to  place 
in  a collection  of  high-grade  coins  struck  by  the  first  U.S.  Mint. 
As  a result,  gem  specimens  like  this — once  considered  relatively 
common — are  no  longer  seen  on  bourse  floors  or  even  auctions 
on  a regular  basis. 

The  last  two  copper  pieces  we  offered  sold  for  $11,500  each, 
and  their  condition  is  best  described  as  typical.  Neither’s  state  of 
preservation  or  aesthetic  appeal  held  a candle  to  this  specimen.  It 
is  worthy  of  the  finest  of  cabinets. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  ticket  and  Photocertificate,  though  the  large 
size  keeps  this  piece  from  being  physically  encapsulated. 

The  Libertas  Americana  medal  is  most  famously  associated  with  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,  as  the  designs  and  legends  were  the  result  of  his  collabora- 
tion with  other  top  minds  of  his  era:  Robert  Livingston,  who  offered  early 
encouragement;  Sir  William  Jones,  the  Englishman  who  suggested  a line 
from  Horace  be  used  as  the  reverse  legend;  fresco  painter  E.A.  Gibelin,  who 
was  the  first  to  sketch  Franklin’s  conception.  Of  course,  it  was  Franklin’s 
friendship  with  the  top  French  sculptor  of  the  period,  Augustin  Dupre, 
that  made  the  Libertas  Americana  medal  an  exceptionally  beautiful  monu- 
ment to  the  American  Liberty  they  both  held  in  great  esteem.  Guided  by 
Franklin’s  influence,  it  was  Dupre  who  conceived  the  beautiful  face  of 
Liberty  with  flowing  tresses  that  came  to  be  the  instandy  identifiable  face 
of  the  new  nation. 

Franklin  was  very  pleased  with  his  creation.  He  found  that  Sir  William 
Jones’  suggestion  for  a reverse  legend,  translated  as  “The  courageous  child 
was  aided  by  the  gods,”  was  pertecdy  applicable.  It  was  probably  Franklin’s 
idea  to  show  the  lion,  representing  Great  Britain,  with  its  tail  between  its 
legs.  Dupre’s  sketches,  many  ofwhich  are  preserved  at  the  American  Philo- 
sophical Society  in  Philadelphia,  show  the  tail  out,  then  erased  and  tucked 
between  the  legs,  as  is  Franklin  interceded  for  the  amendation  of  the  design. 
When  he  wrote  to  Robert  Livingston,  who  served  with  Franklin  on  the 
committee  to  create  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  on  April  15,  1783, 
Franklin  reported  general  satisfaction  with  the  design:  “it  is  mightily  well 
received,  and  gives  general  pleasure.”  He  also  included  a specimen  in  silver 
for  “the  President  of  Congress”  and  mentioned  that  he  presented  “one  in 
silver  to  each  of  the  French  ministers,  as  a monumental  acknowledgement, 
which  may  go  down  in  future  ages,  of  the  obligations  we  are  under  to  this 
nation.”  Franklin,  however,  preferred  the  look  of  copper  pieces,  saying  “the 
impression  on  copper  is  thought  to  appear  best”  and  sending  specimens  to 
many  of  his  personal  friends  and  other  acquaintances.  Jefferson  displayed 
one  in  a frame  at  Monticello,  cataloguing  it  in  his  inventory  of  wall  hangings 
as  “Infant  America  protected  by  Minerva  from  the  lion.  A medal  designed 
by  Dr.  Franklin.”  Washington  received  one,  among  other  medals,  as  a gift 
from  Jefferson  in  1790.  Displayed  to  acquaintances  at  Mount  Vernon  by 
Martha  Washington  (one  such  occasion  is  documented  in  June  1797),  the 
piece  is  now  at  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 
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28  1799  Washington  Funeral  Urn  medal.  Baker-166A.  Silver. 

VF-35  (NGC).  Holed  for  suspension  at  12:00,  as  issued.  Pleasing 
antique  gray  with  light  gray  devices  and  some  deep  olive  toning. 
Scattered  marks  are  noted,  though  none  affect  the  positive  eye  ap- 
peal, and  a bit  of  old  buildup  among  the  devices  bespeaks  originality. 
The  designs  remain  bold,  with  Washington’s  portrait  nicely  defined 
for  the  grade  and  the  cursive  GW  on  the  urn  showing  only  minor 
softness  at  the  top.  A popular  medal,  often  used  to  punctuate  a 
cabinet  of  early  American  rarities  in  the  same  way  that  Washington’s 
funeral  marked  the  end  of  an  era. 


29  (ca.  1834-1840)  Houck’s  Panacea,  Baltimore.  Countermark 
on  1829  0-117  half  dollar.  Low-400B.  HT-141.  Brunk- 
20140K.  EF.  Attractive  golden  brown  toning  over  silver  gray 
surfaces  with  traces  of  olive  and  blue.  Some  old  hairlines  are  noted 
for  the  sake  of  accuracy.  Somewhat  unevenly  marked,  with  the 
HOUC  of  HOUCK’S  only  partially  visible,  though  the  remainder 
of  the  mark  is  sharp.  The  Houck’s  mark  is  an  ever  popular  one, 
almost  always  seen  on  Capped  Bust  half  dollars.  An  attractive  and 
desirable  example  of  this  Hard  Times  era  mark. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Medio  and  Da  Costa  Gomez  Collections,  June 
2004,  Lot  2809. 


30 


(ca.  1834-1840)  Houck’s  Panacea,  Baltimore.  Countermark 
on  1832  0-103  half  dollar.  Low-400B.  HT-141.  Brunk- 
20140K.  Choice  EF.  Attractive  golden  gray  surfaces  with  over- 
tones of  pale  blue  and  traces  of  underlying  lustre.  A particularly 
nice  example  of  the  Houck’s  mark,  boldly  impressed  with  all  letters 
sharp  and  a complete  outline. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Medio  and  Da  Costa  Gomez  Collections,  June 
2004,  Lot  2810. 
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31  (ca.  1850s)  Kunkel’s  Opera  Troupe,  Baltimore.  Countermark 

on  1821  Mexican  2 Reales.  Brunk-23540X.  Mark  EF,  Coin 

AG.  The  mark  is  slightly  uneven,  more  sharply  impressed  at  the 
left.  The  E of  TROUPE  is  only  half  visible.  A nice  example  of  this 
Baltimore  mark  by  a showman,  George  Kunkel,  whose  company 
performed  minstrel  shows. 


32  (1849-1852)  Phillips  Cheap  Store,  New  Orleans.  Counter- 

mark  on  French  1811-A  5 francs.  Brunk-31970EE.  Marks  VF, 
Coin  Fine.  An  important  and  desirable  countermark  from  French 
speaking  New  Orleans  a decade  before  the  Civil  War.  Pleasing  dark 
silver  gray  toning,  with  a few  light  contact  marks  noted.  Most  Phil- 
ips Cheap  Store  marks  are  found  on  French  5 franc  pieces  such  as 
this  one.  A desirable  early  advertising  piece  from  New  Orleans. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Medio  and  Da  Costa  Gomez  Collections,  June 
2004,  Lot  2812. 


33 


(ca.  1854-1855)  Pierce’s  Rosetta  Hair  Tonic,  Boston.  Coun- 
termark on  (1809-1811)  Ferdinand  VII  Mexican  2 reales. 
Brunk-32060X.  Marks  VF,  Coin  AG.  Mark  completely  legible 


on  the  obverse  of  the  host,  in  five  lines,  GOOD  FOR  / A BOTTLE 
/ PIERCE’S  / ROSETTA  / HAIR  TONIC. 


Unlisted  “Please  Pay  Your  Bill”  Token 

34  Maverick  Merchant  token.  Rulau-unlisted.  Circa  1840-60?  “Please 
Pay  Your  Bill.”  Lead  or  zinc.  Plain  edge.  32.8  grains,  20.2  mm.  VF 
to  EF,  worn  slightly  but  devoid  of  marks.  Deep  slate  gray.  Not  listed 
in  the  Rulau  reference — though  it  could  be  European  in  origin 
and  thus  not  listed  in  an  American  token  source.  Undoubtedly  a 
scarce  and  unusual  token,  perhaps  even  unique.  Certainly  the  first 
of  its  style  seen  by  the  present  writer  (FW)  or  any  other  ANR  staff 
member,  and  the  first  of  its  type  seen  by  an  assortment  of  well- 
versed  token  specialists  as  well.  Style  highly  reminiscent  of  certain 
American  issues  of  the  1840s-1860s  era.  Obverse  with  central  star 
in  a partial  wreath  of  four  leaves  below,  four  stars  above,  PLEASE 
PAY  arcs  above  central  wreath,  YOUR  BILL  curves  below,  reverse 
with  14  stars  in  circle,  several  stars  repunched,  oval  cartouche  with 
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35 


horizontally  ribbed  crenulations  at  center,  fanciful  impression  most 
resembling  a jack-in-the-pulpit  (for  those  of  you  who  enjoy  walks 
in  the  forest)  at  center  of  cartouche.  Highly  unusual  and  almost 
certainly  rare,  and  perhaps  even  a unique  centerpiece  in  the  next 
token  collection  it  graces. 


Issues  of  1792 


Important  VF  1792  Half  Disme 
A Rare  and  Historic  Issue 
“A  Small  Beginning  In  The  Coinage” 


2x  photo 

1792  half  disme.  Judd-7,  Pollock-7.  Rarity-4.  VF-25  (PCGS). 

Pleasing  deep  antique  gray  with  lighter  silver  gray  high  points  and 
some  faint  underlying  highlights  of  pale  blue,  rose,  and  gold.  A 
sharp  and  attractive  specimen  of  this  historic  rarity.  An  old  curved 
scratch  is  noted  in  the  lower  left  obverse  field  to  under  Liberty’s 
chin,  another  short  old  scratch  blends  into  the  cheek,  and  what 
appear  to  be  vestiges  of  adjustment  marks  run  vertically  left  of  the 
eagle  at  central  reverse.  A few  little  digs  are  noted  here  and  there, 
including  one  high  on  Liberty’s  forehead  at  her  hairline,  but  none 
are  significant.  The  sharpness  is  good  for  the  grade  with  the  HALF 
DISME  denomination  clear  and  full  legends,  which  are  sometimes 
soft  even  in  VF  because  of  an  indifferent  strike. 

There  can  be  no  quibbling  about  the  fitness  of  a 1792  half  dime 
for  a standard  Federal  type  set  or  collection  of  U.S.  Mint  issues. 
Though  not  physically  struck  at  the  First  U.S.  Mint,  which  was 
as-yet  unfinished  in  the  early  summer  of  1792  when  these  were 
struck,  this  piece  was  undoubtedly  coined  for  circulation  purposes 
as  authorized  by  the  Mint  Act.  Jefferson  accepted  receipt  of  all 
1,500  pieces,  including  this  one.  George  Washington  in  his  fourth 
annual  message  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  November  6, 
1792,  in  Philadelphia  (then  the  seat  of  the  federal  government) 
noted  in  part: 

“In  execution  of  the  authority  given  by  the  legislature,  measures 
have  been  taken  for  engaging  some  artists  from  abroad  to  aid  in  the 
establishment  of  our  mint.  Others  have  been  employed  at  home, 
provisions  have  been  made  for  the  requisite  buildings,  and  they 
are  now  being  put  in  the  proper  condition  for  the  purposes  of  the 
establishment.  There  has  been  a small  beginning  in  the  coinage  of 
half-dismes,  the  want  of  small  coins  in  circulation  calling  the  first 
attention  to  them.”  It  would  be  easy  to  support  the  claim  that  there 
is  no  more  historic  U.S.  coin! 

The  present  example  showcases  good  sharpness  and  visual  ap- 
peal, and  its  flaws  are  not  significant  enough  to  interrupt  either  or 
to  keep  the  piece  from  being  certified.  Any  collector  who  seeks  a 
1792  half  disme  would  love  to  own  this  one,  which  undoubtedly 


has  many  stories  to  tell  beyond  the  narrative  of  its  trip  among 
Jefferson’s  baggage  in  the  summer  of  1792.  Off  the  market  in  a 
private  collection  since  its  last  auction  appearance,  we  are  pleased 
to  offer  it  to  its  new  owner. 

From  Superior’s  sale  of  June  2000,  Lot  1279. 

PCGS  #011020 


Highly  Desirable  1792  Half  Disme 


2x  photo 

36  1792  half  dime.  J-7,  P-7.  Rarity-4.  Net  VF-25,  sharpness  ofVF- 

35  or  perhaps  slightly  finer  with  light  graffiti.  A sharp  and  attractive 
specimen  of  this  classic  and  historic  rarity.  Very  pleasing  medium 
gray  surfaces  show  a wealth  of  subtle  blue  toning  with  traces  of 
violet  and  gold  highlights.  The  surfaces  are  smooth  and  highly 
appealing.  The  designs,  created  by  the  same  person  responsible 
for  the  Birch  cent,  are  finely  rendered  and  still  remain  extremely 
well-detailed.  As  noted  above,  there  is  some  light  graffiti  in  the 
form  of  a delicately  rendered  “SI”  with  the  S in  the  left  obverse 
field  and  the  I on  the  central  obverse  device,  undoubtedly  done 
eons  ago  and  requiring  some  effort  to  even  notice.  Some  very  light 
scratches  on  the  reverse  at  the  eagle’s  head  and  above  may  be  a less 
successful  attempt  at  the  same  result.  No  other  significant  flaws  are 
seen,  no  heavy  digs  or  even  much  wear,  just  a bit  of  raised  detritus 
at  LF  of  HALF.  The  overall  look  is  very  nice  indeed. 

Despite  the  graffiti,  this  remains  intensely  desirable.  Perhaps 
200  exist  in  all  grades,  including  the  dozens  that  are  bent,  plugged, 
or  abused  far  worse  than  this  one.  Collectors  who  desire  eye  appeal 
and  history  have  both  in  this  coin,  and  at  whatever  level  it  brings 
in  the  auction  the  piece  represents  an  incredible  value.  The  pieces 
we  have  sold  in  the  last  few  years  in  the  AU  range  have  brought  in 
the  $130,000-145,000  range,  with  the  remarkable  piece  we  had  in 
the  Frog  Run  Farm  sale  of  November  2004  (graded  AU-58  PCGS) 
bringing  $218,750.  A corroded  and  badly  nicked  piece,  dug  in  a 
tomato  patch  in  South  Jersey,  realized  $23,000  in  our  sale  a few 
months  earlier.  This  piece  is  worth  somewhere  in  between,  and 
whoever  is  lucky  enough  to  take  it  home  will  have  a magnificent 
and  especially  historic  prize  in  which  they  can  take  great  pride. 

PCGS  #011020 


*1 

American  Numismatic  Rarities 


27 


SESSION  One  • ^hee&Nen'^lorkConnoim  nr  s Collection 

*}  “ 


2x  photo 


Important  1792  Disme  Rarity 

Perhaps  15  Known 


37  1792  disme.  J-10,  P-11.  Rarity-6+.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Copper. 

Reeded  edge.  An  important  rarity  from  our  first  year  of  coinage, 
struck  in  small  numbers  and  today  thought  to  be  one  of  perhaps 
15  survivors  in  all  grades.  Medium  brown  with  light  underlying 
tones  of  rose  and  pale  blue.  Some  built-up  dirt  clings  to  intricacies 
of  the  design,  including  at  the  juncture  of  the  bust  tip  and  date, 
some  lettering  at  the  base  of  the  obverse,  and  legends  at  the  top  of 
the  reverse.  This  dirt  seems  to  indicate  that  this  coin  was  stored 
in  a non-collector  accumulation  for  many  years,  and  some  of  the 
light  color  may  have  come  out  when  the  loose  dirt  was  carefully 
removed.  The  design  is  sharply  defined  for  the  assigned  grade, 
with  a nicely  realized  image  of  Liberty  and  a fully  struck  eagle 
on  the  sometimes  soft  reverse.  Some  signs  of  handling  are  seen, 
with  scattered  contact  marks  including  a dig  near  L at  6:00  on  the 
obverse,  a circular  abrasion  under  SCI  of  SCIENCE,  and  some  old 
dull  nicks  under  the  eagle.  The  rims  show  some  flaws,  including  a 
bruise  above  INDUS  in  the  lower  right  obverse,  depressions  over 
SCIE  of  SCIENCE,  and  a flaw  at  9:00  on  the  reverse  rim.  The 
visual  appeal  remains  good,  and  the  design  is  nicely  showcased  for 
a coin  that  has  seen  significant  use  and  handling  by  non-collectors 
over  the  years. 

PCGS  Population:  2 in  VG  to  VF;  4 finer  (AU-58  finest). 

The  1792  disme  is  one  of  America’s  most  famous  issues,  a piece  of  sin- 
gular importance  to  collectors  of  early  American  issues,  dimes,  and  patterns. 
The  silver  pieces  are  incredibly  rare  and  appropriately  costly;  only  three  exist. 
The  copper  dismes  are  nearly  as  rare,  with  about  15  examples  known  of  the 
reeded  edge  variety,  the  worst  ofwhich  is  currently  encapsulated  as  Poor-1! 
Three  plain  edge  specimens  are  known,  listed  as  Judd-11,  including  the  de- 
faced but  very  high-grade  piece  that  turned  up  at  the  2004  ANA  convention 
and  now  resides  in  a prominent  West  Coast  cabinet.  Three  of  the  reeded 
edge  pieces  are  permanently  impounded,  including  the  lovely  example  in 
the  National  Numismatic  Collection,  the  worn  piece  in  the  Byron  Reed 
Collection  of  the  City  of  Omaha,  and  Eric  Newman’s  example,  which  we 
are  pleased  to  hear  will  be  entering  a new  home  at  Washington  University 
devoted  to  the  study  of  coins  and  currency.  This  leaves  only  about  a dozen 
examples  (including  the  awful  one)  that  could  be  owned  by  modern  col- 
lectors, with  many  of  them  in  good  long-term  homes.  Off  the  top  of  our 
heads  we  recall  three  different  specimens  owned  by  private  collectors  young 
enough  and  enthusiastic  enough  that  they  will  be  collecting  for  decades  to 
come.  We  have  handled  two  pieces,  the  last  being  the  AU-58  (PCGS)  that 
realized  $218,500  in  August  2005. 

The  disme  ranks  high  with  the  other  1792  issues  in  terms  of  importance, 
as  this  is  the  denomination  that  Jefferson  personally  suggested  as  equal  to  the 
value  ofa  halfpistareen,  and  this  is  the  denomination  that  ensured  a decimal 
base  to  the  newfangled  American  systems  of  money.  Bob  Julian,  writing  on 
early  dimes  in  a recent  issue  of  Coins  magazine,  noted  that  “very  few  col- 
lectors are  aware  of  the  1792  disme  patterns  because  of  their  extreme  rarity 
and  the  obvious  fact  that  they  almost  never  appear  in  public  auctions.”  For 
those  collectors  who  proclaim  their  interest  in  coins  is  based  largely  upon 
the  history  of  those  issues  they  choose  to  include  in  their  cabinet,  nothing 
could  top  an  issue  of  1792.  These  were  the  very  first  fruits  of  the  Mint,  and 
part  ofa  start-up  that  was  overseen  byjefferson,  Rittenhouse,  and  personally 
shepherded  by  the  same  proud  President  Washington  that  announced  to  the 
nation  in  late  1792  that  a “small  beginning”  had  been  made  of  the  coinage, 
focusing  on  small  denomination  pieces  since,  in  Jefferson’s  words  crafted 
for  the  Presidential  address,  “the  want  of  small  coins  in  circulation  calling 
our  first  attentions  to  them.”  This  individual  piece  could  be  the  centerpiece 
of  a truly  world-class  collection. 

From  Superior’s  Gainsborough  II  sale,  February  1997,  Lot  2646; 
Superior’s  sale  of  May  2001,  Lot  1046. 

PCGS  #011026 
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Half  Cents 

All  Uncertified  half  cents  and  large  cents  are  graded  in  accordance 
with  “EAC”  style  net  grading  standards,  often  more  conservative  than 
so-called  “market  grading.” 


High-Grade  1797  C-l  Half  Cent 

Terminal  Die  State 


38  1797  Cohen-1,  Breen-1.  Rarity-2.  Plain  Edge.  AU-50 

(ANACS).  Glossy  and  attractive  surfaces  are  toned  nearly  black, 
presenting  a very  aesthetically  appealing  look.  Free  from  marks 
and  boldly  defined,  with  nice  delineation  in  Liberty’s  hair.  Mag- 
nification reveals  the  most  minor  and  inoffensive  granularity  on 
the  reverse  but  it  remains  pleasing  and  glossy.  No  signs  of  any 
undertype  are  visible,  though  most  specimens  of  this  variety  were 
coined  on  cut-down  Talbot,  Allum,  and  Lee  tokens.  Manley  state 
5.0,  the  terminal  die  state  of  this  “1  over  1”  variety,  with  the  right 
obverse  field  now  ill-defined  due  to  a network  of  cracks  and  ICA  of 
AMERICA  totally  wiped  out  by  failure  of  these  dies.  A fascinating 
piece,  fit  for  a specialist  or  a type  collector. 

From  Bowers  and  Merern ’s  sale  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  So- 
ciety Collection,  November  1994,  Lot  2005.  The  original  lot  ticket  is 
included. 

PCGS  #001036 


39  1797  C-l,  B-l.  Rarity-2.  1 above  1.  VG-8.  Sharpness  of  F-15, 

but  with  the  glossy  if  faintly  granular  patina  of  a well-preserved 
dug  coin.  Pleasing  deep  olive  with  medium  brown  high  points. 
No  major  marks  or  serious  roughness,  just  some  built-up  patina 
that  presents  good  overall  eye  appeal.  A tiny  rim  nick  is  noted  at 
9:00  on  the  reverse.  Manley  state  5.0,  the  terminal  state,  with  ICA 
of  AMERICA  obliterated.  LIBERTY,  the  date,  and  other  design 
elements  remain  bold.  A pleasing  httle  half  cent. 

PCGS  #001042 


40  1800  C-l,  B-l.  Rarity-2.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Glossy  deep  olive- 

brown  with  smooth,  attractive  surfaces.  Well  struck  and  pleasing 
to  the  eye,  some  scattered  marks,  thin  scratch  on  Liberty’s  neck, 
some  old  buildup  at  RTY  of  LIBERTY,  patch  of  nicks  under  F of 
OF  on  reverse.  No  signs  of  undertype  are  visible.  A good  looking 
example  of  this  date. 

PCGS  #001051 
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41  1804  C-8,  B-7.  Rarity-1.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Glossy 

deep  steel  brown  with  smooth  surfaces.  The  obverse  shows  sig- 
nificant if  not  immediately  visible  hairlines,  some  tiny  specks  of 
corrosion  under  MERI  of  AMERICA,  good  overall  eye  appeal. 
A sharp  specimen  of  this  very  popular  and  instantly  recognizable 
variety. 

PCGS  #001063 


42  1804  C-10,  B-9.  Rarity-1.  Crosslet  4,  Stems.  MS-63  BN 
(PCGS).  Frosty  medium  brown  with  mahogany  highlights  and 
especially  strong  cartwheel  on  the  reverse.  Well  struck  and  nicely 
defined,  no  heavy  contact  marks,  Liberty’s  hair  a bit  granular, 
short  scratch  off  the  bridge  of  Liberty’s  nose  and  another  below 
ES  of  STATES.  Good  overall  eye  appeal,  a pleasing  example  of  the 
type. 

PCGS  #001069 

43  1806  C-l,  B-3.  Rarity-1.  Small  6,  No  Stems.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Deep  olive  with  some  rose  at  central  reverse.  Some  hairlines  are 
noted,  particularly  on  the  obverse.  Short  abrasion  below  9:00  in 
left  obverse  field,  fairly  free  of  marks  otherwise. 

PCGS  #001093 


44  1811  C-l,  B-l.  Rarity-4.  VG-8.  Sharpness  of  VG-10,  minor 
granularity.  Pleasing  medium  brown  with  lighter  devices.  The 
surfaces  show  only  even  light  granularity,  inoffensive  and  not 
affecting  design  elements.  Aside  from  some  very  minor  hairlines, 
caused  by  abrasion  rather  than  cleaning,  there  are  no  marks  of 
significance.  A very  nice  VG  example  of  this  key  date,  one  that 
will  be  very  satisfying  to  the  date  or  variety  collector. 

PCGS  #001135 

45  1833  C-l,  B-l.  Rarity- 1.  MS-60.  Frosty  pale  blue  and  gold  with 
rose  centers  mellowed  slightly  from  mint  color.  Strong  cartwheel 
lustre,  some  minor  hairlines,  appealing  overall. 

PCGS  #001162 
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46  1837  token.  Half  cent  of  copper.  L-49.  HT-73.  MS-65  BN 

(NGC).  A superb  example  of  this  highly  popular  token,  long  in- 
cluded in  half  cent  collections  and  listed  in  the  Guide  Book.  Choice 
frosty  dark  chocolate  brown  surfaces  show  impressive  lustre  and  a 
remarkable  absence  of  surface  nicks  or  flaws.  A raised  speck  between 
ST  ot  STANDARD  is  the  only  problem  we  can  note.  The  strike, 
sometimes  problematic  on  this  issue,  is  exceptionally  strong  here. 
While  VF-EF  specimens  of  this  issue  are  very  common,  we  have 
never  seen  a piece  of  this  quality.  The  only  specimen  in  the  Ford 
Collection  was  an  AU  piece  that  had  been  cleaned  and  retoned. 
While  there  is  no  scientific  Condition  Census  of  Hard  Times  to- 
kens, we  suspect  this  ranks  among  the  top  handful  of  this  variety 
extant.  A real  prize  for  quality-conscious  collectors  who  desire  this 
variety. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from 
Paramount’s  sale  of  November  1978,  Lot  3. 


47  1854  C-l,  B-l.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Rich  mint  color 

covers  perhaps  80%  of  the  obverse  and  nearly  the  entire  reverse, 
with  thorough  lustrous  cartwheel  on  both  sides.  The  central  obverse 
is  faded  down  to  lovely  chocolate  brown.  Very  well  struck  and 
exceptionally  detailed  on  both  sides,  notably  lacking  the  planchet 
chips  often  seen  on  this  issue.  Some  very  minor  scattered  specks, 
typical  of  this  issue  in  Mint  State,  are  noted,  but  there  are  no  sig- 
nificant kegmarks  or  other  flaws.  Far  finer  than  most  specimens  of 
this  type  at  the  assigned  grade  level,  and  better  than  some  of  the 
certified  “gems”  we  have  seen  cross  our  desk  as  well.  A gorgeous 
specimen  for  collectors  who  demand  the  best  quality. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
session  of  Auction  ‘80,  August  1980,  Lot  1038.  The  1980  lot  ticket  ac- 
companies this  lot 
PCGS  #001231 


48  1855  C-l,  B-l.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Lively  cartwheel 

lustre  encircles  pleasing  golden  brown  surfaces.  Fairly  nicely  struck 
for  the  date,  dull  nick  on  Liberty’s  nose,  some  toning  around  the 
date.  Free  offlyspecks  that  often  plague  red  and  brown  specimens 
of  this  date,  rendering  them  far  less  attractive  than  this  nice  brown 
example. 

PCGS  #001233 


49 


1855  C-l,  B-l.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Beautiful  rich 
mint  color  and  exceptional  cartwheel  lustre  for  the  assigned  grade. 
The  obverse  shows  scattered  flyspecks  that  give  the  color  a more 
mellow  appearance,  while  the  reverse  shade  is  especially  rich  and 
shows  only  limited  flyspecks  here  and  there.  Better  struck  than 
most,  few  marks,  exceptional  eye  appeal.  While  this  issue  is  com- 
mon in  Mint  State,  and  even  common  with  a bit  of  mint  red,  this 
piece  is  far  nicer  than  normal  and  would  ideally  fit  a picky  date  or 
type  collector. 


PCGS  #001235 


50  1855  C-l,  B-l.  Rarity-1.  MS-63  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  salmon- 

orange  with  excellent  frosty  lustre.  Some  mellow  flyspecks  are  noted 
on  the  obverse,  as  is  typical  for  this  issue  when  showing  mint  color. 
Only  minor  marks  are  seen.  A desirable  high-grade  example  of  the 
type. 

PCGS  #001235 


51  1857  C-l,  B-l.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Strong  cartwheel 

lustre  revolves  over  surfaces  retaining  light  pink-orange  mint  color. 
Better  struck  than  often  seen  for  this  issue,  a few  light  scattered 
flyspecks,  though  none  are  serious.  Free  from  the  planchet  depres- 
sions and  chips  often  seen  on  high-grade  specimens  of  this  and 
other  late  half  cent  issues.  Some  hairlines  are  noted  under  strong 
magnification,  but  the  overall  visual  appeal  is  nice  and  recommends 
this  as  a fine  example  of  the  type.  Housed  in  a first  generation  PCGS 
holder. 

PCGS  #001241 


■L 

30 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 


J1 


~f)he  Q^ew  ^ lark  Co 


mnomeut  s 


Collection  • Session  One 


Large  Cents 

All  Uncertified  half  cents  and  large  cents  are  graded  in  accordance 
with  “EAC”  style  net  grading  standards,  often  more  conservative  than 
so-called  “market  grading.” 


Appealing  High-Grade  1793  Chain  Cent 
AU-55  (PCGS) 


2x  photo 


52  1793  Sheldon-3.  Rarity-3-.  Chain.  AMERICA.  AU-55 

(PCGS).  Rich  chocolate  brown  with  lighter  brown  around  the 
devices  where  the  mint  color  was  last  to  fade.  Smooth  and  glossy, 
very  attractive,  lustre  remains  on  reverse.  Very  well  defined,  a bit 
soft  over  Liberty’s  ear  as  so  often  seen  even  at  this  grade  level  but 
all  other  details  are  exceptionally  sharp.  A very  minor  planchet  fis- 
sure is  noted  in  the  right  obverse  field  below  3:00,  tiny  natural  pits 
under  NI  of  UNITED,  after  D of  the  same  word,  and  individually 
elsewhere.  The  planchet  is  nice  for  the  issue  and  the  minor  natural 
flaws  do  not  seriously  detract.  A tiny  rim  nick  is  well  hidden  on  the 
obverse  below  9:00  and  a horizontal  hairline  is  noted  on  Liberty’s 
cheek,  but  this  piece  is  notably  free  of  serious  marks  or  problems. 
Clash  marks  from  the  reverse  chain  surround  Liberty’s  head.  The 
aesthetic  appeal  is  excellent  overall. 

The  1793  Chain  cent  is  one  of  the  most  widely  desired  of  all 
U.S.  coins,  no  matter  what  grade.  In  choice  AU,  of  course,  the 
desirability  becomes  intense.  Specimens  of  this  type  were  already 
selling  at  a strong  premium  in  the  early  1850s,  and  as  collecting 
in  America  grew  the  Chain  cent  in  many  ways  led  the  way.  It  is 
historic  as  the  very  first  circulation  strike  U.S.  cent  coin,  and  it  is 
important  and  desired  as  an  elusive  one  year  type.  Few  collectors 


ever  get  to  own  one  of  this  quality,  making  this  a magnificent  way 
to  begin  a type  set  of  U.S.  cents. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities. 

PCGS  #001341 

53  1793  S-6.  Rarity-3.  Wreath.  AG-3.  Sharpness  of  Good-6,  but 

lightly  corroded.  Charcoal  gray  with  medium  brown  high  points 
on  the  devices.  The  central  device  and  leaf  spring  remain  bold, 
LIBERTY  is  clearly  defined,  the  date  is  obscured  but  visible.  The 
reverse  shows  excellent  sharpness,  approaching  VG  detail,  with  all 
letters  and  design  elements  present.  This  piece  was  probably  buried 
at  one  point,  and  the  surfaces  now  show  moderate  granularity  and 
areas  of  scale.  There  is  no  heavy  pitting,  notable  marks  are  limited 
to  a minor  scrape  behind  Liberty’s  head,  and  considering  the  grade 
the  eye  appeal  is  actually  positive.  A worthwhile  example  of  this 
popular  and  elusive  type,  ideal  for  a working  man’s  type  set  and 
far  nicer  than  many  of  the  badly  corroded  or  damaged  pieces  at  a 
similar  price  level. 

PCGS  #001347 


54  1794  S-23.  Rarity-4+.  F-12.  Sharpness  of  EF-45,  but  showing 
rim  bruises  and  scratches.  One  of  the  sharpest  known  specimens 
of  this  very  scarce  variety.  Highly  glossy  light  brown  with  smooth 
and  attractive  surfaces.  As  the  NCS  holder  suggests,  this  coin  has 
some  flaws — otherwise  it  would  be  among  the  top  three  specimens 
known.  There  are  several  pinscratches  across  Liberty’s  neck,  many 
tiny  nicks  on  both  sides,  and  several  rim  bruises  and  rim  nicks  of 
varying  severity.  The  problems,  when  added  up,  still  leave  this  coin 
appreciably  finer  than  most  Sheldon-23s  extant,  and  at  a certain 
price  they  are  certain  able  to  be  overlooked  in  favor  of  the  superb 
sharpness.  Two  AU  specimens  lead  the  Condition  Census  (one 
of  which  is  in  the  ANS),  with  the  Census  then  slipping  to  Very 
Fine.  This  example  would  be  looked  upon  favorably  next  to  a 
low-grade  specimen,  and  should  be  considered  for  inclusion  in  a 
variety  collection. 

PCGS  #001365 

55  A pair  of  popular  large  cent  varieties,  representing  two  major 
types:  ☆ 1794  S-63,  Rarity-3-.  F-15  (PCGS).  Appealing  light  to 
medium  brown,  some  scattered  tiny  marks  and  light  surface  rough- 
ness, good  overall  eye  appeal.  A pit  is  noted  on  Liberty’s  cheek, 
another  over  M of  AMERICAjust  inside  the  reverse  rim.  Pleasing 
for  the  graded  1820  N-13.  Rarity-1.  MS-60  BN  (PCGS).  Highly 
glossy  chestnut  brown  with  golden  undertones  dominating  the 
reverse.  Some  hairlines,  probably  recolored,  still  quite  attractive. 
(Total:  2 pieces) 
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High-Grade  1794  S-65 

Fascinating  Terminal  State 


2x  photo 


56  1794  S-65.  Rarity-1.  Head  of 1794.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Rich  milk 
chocolate  brown  with  underlying  golden  shades  on  Liberty’s  neck 
and  in  the  left  obverse  field.  Smooth  and  glossy,  beautiful  visual 
appeal  with  the  high  relief  portrait  of  Liberty  showing  excellent 
detail.  A tiny  spot  is  noted  at  the  juncture  of  Liberty’s  pole  and  neck 
but  the  obverse  shows  only  the  most  minor  of  marks  or  flaws.  The 
reverse  shows  a few  very  light  planchet  fissures  at  the  periphery  at 
3:00,  6:00  and  9:00,  but  the  only  notable  contact  point  is  a dull 
vertical  nick  below  N of  CENT.  The  detail  and  surface  quality  is 
excellent  overall.  Die  states  are  equivalent  to  Breen’s  state  IX,  his 
terminal  state,  with  a very  heavy  break  from  12:00  to  the  center 
of  the  reverse  and  other  smaller  breaks  stemming  forth.  A batch 
of  small  die  cracks  is  also  present  around  the  date  and  bust  trunca- 
tion. The  Bland  census  lists  only  one  truly  Mint  State  coin  from 
these  dies.  This  piece  will  ideally  represent  the  Sheldon  number 
in  a specialist’s  cabinet  or  be  a great  way  to  include  an  especially 
interesting  example  in  a type  set. 

PCGS  #901374 

57  Group  of  ANACS-certified  large  cents:  ☆ 1796  S-94.  Rarity- 
5+.  Draped  Bust.  Net  AG-3,  “damaged.”  Medium  brown  with 
light  obverse  pitting  and  a series  of  very  heavy  digs  on  the  reverse 
☆ 1798/7  S-150.  Rarity-5.  Net  AG-3,  “corroded.”  Significant 
roughness  on  both  sides  ☆ 1819  N-3.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Pleasing 
glossy  medium  brown,  nick  in  left  obverse  field  ☆ 1837  N-17. 
Rarity-4.  EF-45.  Even  medium  brown,  thin  patina  on  central 
obverse,  shallow  reverse  roughness.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

l _ 
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deep  steel  brown  and  olive  with  good  eye  appeal.  Faintly  granular 
under  strong  magnification,  though  the  surfaces  remains  glossy  and 
attractive.  Some  harmless  scale  is  noted  near  the  fraction,  but  this 
piece  is  impressively  free  of  marks  for  its  level  of  circulation.  An 
avidly  collected  major  variety  in  ideal  middle  circulated  grade. 

Incorrectly  attributed  as  “Reverse  of  1797”  on  the  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #001407 
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1797  S-126.  Rarity-3.  Double  struck.  AU-58  “Light  Rough- 
ness” (SEGS).  An  interesting  double  strike  error.  Pleasing  me- 
dium brown  to  mahogany  with  mostly  smooth  surfaces,  though 
some  corrosion  appears  atop  Liberty’s  head  and  a bit  of  verdigris 
is  present  within  the  wreath.  Other  areas  may  be  at  worst  faintly 
granular,  but  the  eye  appeal  is  actually  very  nice.  Only  light  scattered 
marks  are  present.  Struck  on  center  the  first  time,  then  off-center 
perhaps  10%  to  11:00,  leaving  most  of  the  original  date  behind  and 
a good  bit  of  undertype  on  both  sides  but  especially  the  reverse. 
A handsome  piece,  boasting  strong  sharpness  and  a fascinating  er- 
ror. 

Holder  misattributed. 

PCGS  #001422 
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Lovely  Mint  State  1797  Cent 


1797  S-135.  Rarity-3.  Plain  Edge.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 
and  glossy  medium  brown  surfaces  show  golden  highlights  and  a 
hint  of  reflectivity.  A beautiful  example  of  this  Nichols  Find  variety, 
smooth  and  pleasing  with  a better  strike  than  often  found.  The  usual 
array  of  tiny  marks  are  seen  at  centers,  some  little  nicks  inside  3:00 
on  the  obverse  rim,  shallow  granularity'  at  central  reverse.  Survivors 
from  this  hoard,  all  Mint  State  coins  dated  1796  and  1797,  are  usu- 
ally quite  pretty,  and  for  this  reason  this  piece  would  make  an  ideal 
type  coin. 

PCGS  #001419 


32 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 


1799  S-189.  Rarity-2.  AG-3.  Sharpness  of  F-12,  corroded  and 
scratched.  Dark  brown  fields  contrast  with  medium  brown  devices. 
The  surfaces  are  fairly  heavily  granular  and  roughened,  perhaps  from 
burial,  and  some  scrapes  on  the  obverse  likely  stem  from  a long-ago 
removal  of  scale.  The  date  is  bold  though  the  bases  of  the  numerals 
blend  into  the  rim,  as  they  should  on  a genuine  coin  of  this  grade. 
Other  legends  are  also  clear,  though  the  fraction  is  a bit  weak,  and 
some  old  horizontal  scratches  are  noted  at  central  reverse.  Despite 
its  flaws,  this  piece  has  pretty  good  visual  appeal  and  would  be  a 
perfectly  acceptable  way  to  include  this  key  date  in  your  set. 

PCGS  #001443 


1804  S-266c.  Rarity-2.  Genuine  (NCS)  VG-8.  “Tooled”  ac- 
cording to  NCS  holder.  Sharpness  of  VF-30,  but  smoothed  on 
obverse  and  scratched  on  reverse.  Very  attractive  medium  brown 
with  smooth,  glossy  surfaces.  Well  detailed  with  a perfectly  full 
date  and  all  legends  bold.  The  obverse  fields  once  showed  some 
roughness  apparently,  but  have  now  been  worked  and  show  various 
scratches,  while  the  reverse  shows  some  scratches  between  ONE 
and  CENT.  This  piece  looks  quite  nice  in  hand,  with  excellent 
detail  and  good  color,  and  would  be  preferable  to  a well-worn  or 
damaged  example  of  this  key  date. 

PCGS  #001504 


Lustrous  1814  S-295 


1814  S-295.  Rarity-1.  Plain  4.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Highly  at- 
tractive glossy  deep  brown  on  the  obverse,  a lighter  brown  on  the 
reverse  with  abundant  cartwheel  lustre.  A very  nice  example,  free 
of  corrosion  and  pleasing  for  this  sometimes  unattractive  grade.  A 
few  light  hairlines  are  noted  on  the  obverse  and  a dull  dig  stretches 
from  the  base  of  N of  ONE  to  the  middle  of  E of  CENT  on  the 
reverse.  Well  struck  with  full  centers  to  each  star.  Interesting  late 
die  state,  with  a “beard”  on  Liberty’s  chin  and  the  arc  crack  in  the 
lower  right  obverse.  Turban  Head  cents  are  challenging  to  find 
with  good  color  and  surface  quality,  but  this  piece  has  both. 

PCGS  #001576 


1814  S-295.  Rarity-1.  Plain  4.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  and 
even  dark  steel  color,  almost  black  but  very  attractive.  Some  lustre 
remains,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  Free  of  corrosion,  only  minor 
marks,  tiny  nick  under  Liberty’s  eye,  traces  of  a fresh  fingerprint 
in  the  left  obverse  field  could  be  instantly  removed  with  a brush. 
A handsome  specimen  in  all  regards.  Late  die  state,  with  the  crack 
at  lower  right  obverse  and  beginning  of  Liberty’s  “beard,”  though 
not  as  advanced  as  the  MS-61  specimen  above. 

PCGS  #001576 


1816  Newcomb-2.  Rarity-1.  MS-63  RB  (NGC).  Abundant 
mint  color  persists  on  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  The  devices  and 
central  obverse  fields  have  mellowed  to  pleasing  chocolate  brown, 
but  well  over  half  of  the  mint  red  remains,  perhaps  85%  or  more 
on  the  reverse.  A bit  softly  struck  on  the  forelock,  as  is  typical  for 
the  variety.  Some  kegmarks  are  present  in  the  left  obverse  field 
and  on  Liberty’s  face,  some  minor  spotting  on  reverse,  still  more 
attractive  than  most  of  this  hoard  variety.  Long  considered  a part 
of  the  Randall  Hoard  for  the  proximity  of  this  date  to  the  cents 
of  1817  to  1820,  it  appears  that  many  Mint  State  examples  of  this 
variety  that  survive  come  from  a different  source,  as  none  of  the 
various  people  who  saw  the  Randall  Hoard  intact  ever  mentioned 
a single  specimen  within  dated  1816!  Though  many  Mint  State 
pieces  survive,  few  have  anywhere  near  this  much  mint  color, 
making  this  a prime  attraction  for  advanced  collectors. 

PCGS  #001592 


1816  N-9.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Frosty  cartwheel  lustre 
encircles  pleasing  medium  brown  surfaces  with  golden  highlights 
faded  from  mint  color.  A superb  specimen,  a bit  softly  struck  as 
this  variety  is  apt  to  be,  but  free  from  spotting,  heavy  marks,  or 
corrosion.  A tiny  nick  low  on  Liberty’s  neck  serves  as  an  identifier, 
and  a tiny  mint  clip  may  be  partially  seen  below  star  1 and  above 
TE  of  STATES  on  the  reverse.  A challenging  specimen  to  find  this 
nice;  indeed,  this  lustrous  example  may  be  in  the  top  10  or  so  best 
examples  surviving  of  this  variety. 

PCGS  #001591 
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67  Trio  of  uncertified  large  cents:  ☆ 1817  N-2.  Rarity-3. 13  Stars. 
EF-45.  Lustrous  chocolate  brown  with  some  lighter  color  faded 
from  original  mint  color,  spot  before  chin,  smooth  and  appealing 
despite  thin  patina  on  forelock  ☆ 1839  N-12.  Rarity-4+.  Booby 
Head.  VF-25,  sharpness  of  EF-40,  scattered  pitting.  Glossy  dark 
brown,  almost  black,  with  scattered  pits.  No  heavy  marks,  die 
crack  to  nose,  a scarce  variety  this  sharp  ☆ 1844  N-5.  Rarity-1. 
EF-45,  sharpness  of  AU-50,  light  reverse  verdigris  among  lettering. 
Lustrous  dark  chocolate  brown  with  good  eye  appeal.  Scarce  late 
die  state  with  rim  cud  under  left  side  of  date  and  star  1.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 

68  1817  N-5.  Rarity-3.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Rich  medium  brown 
surfaces  show  strong  frosty  lustre  on  both  sides.  A beautiful  cent 
for  the  grade.  Only  minor  marks  are  seen,  including  two  in  the 
lower  left  obverse  field,  and  we  note  a little  spot  hugging  Liberty’s 
hair  inside  star  12  and  another  below  the  truncation  of  the  bust.  A 
high-grade  specimen  of  this  variety  with  impeccable  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #001594 

69  Pair  of  1817  large  cents  certified  MS-63  BN  by  NGC,  includ- 
ing a “Mouse”  variety:  ☆ N-9.  Rarity-2.  Mouse  break  on  head. 
Bold  cartwheel  lustre  with  deep  mottled  olive-brown  surfaces. 
Sharp  and  attractive,  good  mouse  break,  a popular  variety  ☆ N-ll. 
Rarity-1.  Frosty  cartwheel  lustre  on  nice  medium  brown  and  steel 
surfaces,  faded  down  from  mint  color.  Somewhat  soft  on  the  high 
points,  a few  spots,  excellent  eye  appeal.  Neither  of  these  varieties 
is  associated  with  the  Randall  Hoard.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

70  Two  middle  date  cents  graded  MS-62  BN  by  NGC:  ☆ 1817 
N-9.  Rarity-2.  Highly  attractive  dark  chocolate  brown  with  golden 
highlights  and  thorough  lustre,  some  scattered  nicks  account  for 
the  assigned  grade.  This  will  look  even  nicer  after  a light  brushing 
☆ 1818  N-6.  Rarity-1.  Highly  glossy  and  smooth  with  an  unusual 
two-tone  obverse,  deep  tan  on  the  left  and  medium  brown  on  the 
right,  while  the  reverse  is  a highly  lustrous  golden  brown.  Attractive 
for  the  grade.  Neither  of  these  varieties  was  present  in  the  Randall 
Hoard.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


71  1817  N-10.  Rarity-1.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Deep  chocolate  brown 

with  golden  and  olive  highlights  around  design  elements  where 
mint  color  was  last  to  fade.  Glossy  with  good  cartwheel  lustre,  some 
softness  of  strike  as  so  often  found  on  cents  of  this  date,  a few  specks 
of  harmless  raised  verdigris  here  and  there.  An  attractive  specimen 
of  this  variety,  which  was  not  represented  in  the  Randall  Hoard. 

PCGS  #001594 
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72  1817  N-16.  Rarity-1.  15  Stars.  AU-58  (NGC).  Even  and  ap- 
pealing dark  steel  brown  with  a trace  of  remaining  lustre  around 
the  stars.  Some  scattered  marks  are  noted  though  none  are  seri- 
ous. As  often  found,  some  of  the  high  points  appear  softly  struck, 
including  the  hair  bun  and  some  of  the  leaves  of  the  wreath.  The 
15  Stars  variety  is  one  of  the  most  popular  die  marriages  of  this 
design  type,  but  high-grade  specimens  with  good  surfaces  can  be 
quite  elusive. 

PCGS  #001597 

73  1818  N-l.  Rarity-2+.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Pleasing  medium 
chocolate  brown  with  smooth  surfaces  and  good  lustre,  and  espe- 
cially strong  cartwheel  on  the  reverse.  Only  minor  scattered  marks 
are  noted,  more  on  the  reverse  than  the  obverse,  and  a few  specks 
of  built-up  but  inactive  verdigris  are  trapped  among  the  reverse 
devices.  A handsome  and  well-preserved  specimen  of  this  variety, 
which  is  hundreds  of  times  rarer  in  Mint  State  than  the  Randall 
Hoard  1818  N-10. 

PCGS  #001600 

74  1818  N-10.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Impressively  strong 
cartwheel  lustre  encircles  golden  brown  surfaces,  with  pleasing  olive 
highlights  blended  in  and  a few  traces  of  mint  red.  Some  kegmarks 
are  noted,  including  one  on  Liberty’s  chin,  but  there  are  nowhere 
near  as  many  flyspecks  or  spots  as  on  most  of  the  red  and  brown 
survivors  of  this  Randall  Hoard  variety.  A piece  of  hand-selected 
quality,  ideal  for  a Mint  State  type  set. 

PCGS  #001600 
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1819  N-2.  Rarity-1.  Large  Date.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Intense 
cartwheel  lustre  enlivens  rich  chocolate  brown  surfaces,  with  some 
lighter  highlights  at  the  reverse  peripheries.  A frosty  and  attractive 
coin,  showing  only  a few  widely  scattered  and  unimportant  marks 
and  a spot  between  stars  1 and  2.  An  especially  nice  piece  for  this 
variety,  which  was  not  represented  in  the  Randall  Hoard  and  is 
rather  elusive  in  Mint  State.  While  NGC  has  not  always  certified 
pieces  with  the  Newcomb  number,  this  is  the  finest  of  the  13 
Newcomb-2s  seen  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census  (Large  date,  non  overdate):  1;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #001603 


76  1819  N-3.  Rarity-3.  Small  Date.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous 

surfaces  show  even  dark  chocolate  brown  on  the  obverse,  while  the 
reverse  is  a lighter  brown  with  golden  highlights.  Better  cartwheel 
than  usually  seen  for  this  numerical  grade,  excellent  eye  appeal 
despite  some  old  verdigris  in  the  intricacies  of  the  design.  A very 
attractive  cent,  worthy  of  a good  bid. 

PCGS  #001606 
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77  1819  N-6.  Rarity-1.  Small  Date.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 

dark  chocolate  brown  with  mahogany  underlying  tones  on  the 
obverse  and  traces  of  deep  olive  on  the  reverse.  Good  cartwheel 
and  a bold  strike,  some  minor  contact  marks  including  a nick  in 
front  of  Liberty’s  chin.  This  piece  has  considerably  more  lustre  and 
better  sharpness  than  most  MS-62s  we  have  seen  and  deserves  a 
strong  bid.  Extremely  nice  for  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  #001606 

Elusive  Mint  State  1820/19  10 


78  1820/19  N-3.  Rarity-2.  Small  Overdate.  MS-64  BN  (NGC). 

Abundant  cartwheel  lustre  swirls  around  rich  medium  chocolate 
brown  surfaces.  Abundant  mint  color  persists,  especially  on  the 
reverse.  A very  pretty  coin  for  the  grade,  lively  and  well  preserved. 
Two  dull  nicks  are  notedjust  below  Liberty’sjawline,  but  the  fields 
are  remarkably  free  of  any  disturbances.  The  overdate  aspect  is  clear 
under  low  magnification.  A very  challenging  variety  to  find  in  true 
Mint  State,  especially  with  this  much  mint  color.  This  sharp  and 
glossy  example  is  sure  to  be  a centerpiece  in  even  a very  advanced 
specialized  cabinet. 

PCGS  #001618 

79  1820  N-12.  Rarity-3.  Large  Date.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Frosty 
light  brown  surfaces  are  barely  toned  from  mint  color,  and  a good 
bit  of  red  persists  on  both  sides.  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  is  present 
on  both  sides,  spots  noted  inside  star  5 and  below  star  10,  a few 
smaller  spots  present  on  reverse.  A nearly  invisible  linear  planchet 
flaw  is  noted  among  the  denticles  at  3:00  on  the  obverse.  Dozens 
of  times  rarer  in  Mint  State  than  N-13  of  this  year  and  worthy  of 
a strong  bid. 

PCGS  #001615 


80  1820  N-15.  Rarity-2.  Small  Date.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Superla- 

tive cartwheel  lustre  covers  deep  olive-brown  surfaces,  enlivened 
by  golden  highlights  and  traces  of  mint  color.  A well  struck  and 
attractive  coin  with  frosty  surfaces  and  superb  eye  appeal.  Some 
minor  nicks  account  for  the  grade  as  assigned,  including  an  abra- 
sion under  star  1 and  a nick  at  central  reverse.  This  variety,  while 
thought  to  have  been  represented  in  some  small  number  in  the 
Randall  Hoard,  is  considerably  rarer  in  Mint  State  than  N-13  and 
usually  appears  spotted  or  discolored.  This  piece  looks  lovely  and 
will  ideally  serve  a type  or  date  collector. 

PCGS  #091615 


Scarce  High-Grade  1821  Cent 


81  1821  N-l.  Rarity-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  Traces  of faded  mint  color 

surround  design  elements,  while  the  fields  have  mellowed  to  pleas- 
ing medium  brown  with  golden  highlights.  An  attractive  piece, 
though  some  scattered  marks  and  abrasions  are  noted,  including 
some  digs  on  Liberty’s  neck  and  above  T in  CENT.  Some  softness 
of  strike  is  common  to  the  date  but  this  piece  is  mostly  very  nicely 
defined.  Late  die  state  and  scarce  as  such,  with  a bisecting  crack 
running  vertically  on  the  reverse  and  a crack  joining  stars  2 and 
3.  When  found  sharp,  this  date  often  shows  poor  surface  quality, 
but  this  smooth  and  attractive  piece  will  nicely  serve  the  needs  of 
a high-grade  date  collector.  NGC  has  graded  only  eight  specimens 
of  this  date  as  Mint  State. 

PCGS  #001621 


Another  Sharp  1821  Cent 


82  1821  N-2.  Rarity-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  Glossy  dark  brown  with 

mottled  tan  and  olive  highlights  around  devices  where  mint  color 
was  last  to  fade.  The  surfaces  show  some  scattered  contact  marks, 
including  a nick  on  Liberty’s  jaw  and  a thin  scratch  inside  star  4; 
others  are  individually  inconsequential.  Some  old  buildup  is  noted 
in  the  intricacies  of  devices  on  both  sides,  a natural  situation  which 
is  perhaps  preferable  to  a worked  and  cleaned  cent.  This  piece 
boasts  strong  natural  eye  appeal  and  good  sharpness,  far  beyond 
what  is  usually  encountered  for  the  date.  NGC  has  graded  only 
eight  specimens  of  this  date  as  Mint  State. 

" PCGS  #001621 


83  1822  N-2.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces 

show  an  interesting  and  attractive  combination  of  dark  chocolate 
brown  on  the  lower  obverse  with  deep  tan  on  the  top  of  that  side, 
while  the  reverse  is  a pleasing  mottled  light  brown  with  golden 
highlights.  Good  cartwheel  and  excellent  aesthetic  appeal  for  the 
grade,  very  sharply  struck  and  showing  only  minor  scattered  marks. 
A short,  thin  scratch  is  noted  outside  star  4,  another  above  star  6. 
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Late  die  state  with  a crack  connecting  stars  on  the  right  side  of  the 
obverse.  A beautiful  specimen,  far  nicer  than  most  of  this  grade  of 
this  date  or  any  other. 


PCGS  #001624 


84  1822  N-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Beautiful  golden  high- 

lights enliven  both  sides  under  even  medium  olive-brown  toning. 
Thorough  cartwheel  lustre,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  A gorgeous 
cent,  with  eye  appeal  far  surpassing  the  assigned  grade.  A spot  is 
noted  in  front  of  Liberty’s  nose,  no  verdigris  or  major  spots,  some 
minor  reverse  hairlines.  A superlative  example  of  the  variety. 

PCGS  #001624 

Nice  EF  1823/2  Cent  Key 


85  1823/2  N-l.  Rarity-2.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Pleasing  smooth  medium 

brown  and  steel  with  light  scattered  marks.  A handsome  specimen 
with  excellent  detail  and  better  surface  quality  than  most  examples 
of  this  scarce  issue,  which  are  plagued  with  granularity.  This  piece 
shows  a tiny  bit  of  green  corrosion  above  AM  of  AMERICA  and 
some  very  light  buildup  around  the  devices,  but  nothing  serious 
below  the  level  of  the  surfaces.  A horizontal  dig  above  Liberty’s 
head  and  a dull  nick  in  front  of  her  nose  are  noted.  A good-looking 
and  sharp  example,  one  of  the  top  dozen  certified  by  PCGS,  the 
finest  of  which  is  only  AU. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  6 finer  (AU-58  finest). 

PCGS  #001630 

Very  Appealing  1823/2  Cent 


86  1823/2  N-l.  Rarity-2.  EF-40.  Sharpness  of  AU-50,  but  showing 

some  very  minor  pitting  and  lacquered.  Glossy  and  attractive  deep 
brown  verging  on  black.  Incredibly  sharp,  all  but  unworn  and  just 
as  detailed  as  many  large  cents  of  this  type  certified  as  Mint  State. 
Under  a glass,  some  very  tiny  pits  or  granularity  are  seen  in  the 
obverse  fields,  not  the  heavy  pockmarks  or  other  sorts  of  corrosion; 


indeed,  the  surfaces  look  smooth  and  glossy  unless  scrutinized.  A 
dull  short  scratch  is  noted  inside  star  11,  no  other  major  flaws.  A 
lovely  example  of  this  key  issue  of  the  design  type,  very  appealing  in 
hand  and  with  sharpness  that  renders  it  one  of  the  better  specimens 
we’ve  seen  of  late.  Worthy  of  strong  consideration. 

PCGS  #001630 


87  1823  N-2.  Rarity-2.  VF-35.  Sharpness  of  AU-50,  scattered 

occasional  obverse  corrosion.  Pleasing  steel  brown  with  good  re- 
maining lustre  on  the  reverse.  Well  detailed  and  attractive  overall, 
though  some  raised  corrosion  is  present  on  the  right  side  of  the 
obverse  and  around  the  date.  Only  a shadow  of  the  scale  is  present 
in  protected  parts  of  the  reverse.  Perhaps  lightly  cleaned  long  ago, 
with  some  light  hairlines  more  visible  on  obverse  than  reverse,  but 
still  quite  attractive.  Very  sharp  for  this  date  and  difficult  to  find 
finer,  this  example  is  better  than  many  specimens  found  in  advanced 
specialized  collections. 

PCGS  #001627 


88 


89 


1823  Restrike.  Copper.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Richly  lustrous 
chocolate  brown  surfaces  show  pleasing  pale  blue  highlights.  A 
lovely  example  of  this  popular  19th-century  creation,  produced 
from  the  actual  U.S.  mint  dies  after  they  had  cracked  and  rusted. 
Free  offlaws,  just  the  sort  of  example  most  collectors  seek  to  include 
in  an  advanced  cent  cabinet. 

PCGS  #1627 


1824/2  N-l.  Rarity-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  Glossy  deep  brown  with 
splashes  of  lighter  tan.  Good  lustre  remains,  smooth  and  very  at- 
tractive on  both  sides.  Some  very  minor  nicks  on  Liberty’s  neck, 
traces  of  verdigris  in  reverse  intricacies.  Well  detailed  though  most 
stars  lack  centers.  An  especially  nice  piece  for  the  grade,  showing 
no  major  problems  but  showcasing  the  overdate  aspect  boldly.  A 
highly  desirable  example  of  this  popular  variety. 

PCGS  #001639 
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90  1824/2  N-l.  Rarity-1.  AU-53  (NGC).  Even  dark  steel  brown 

with  a scattering  of  tiny  marks.  Good  overall  eye  appeal  for  the 
level  of  wear,  short  scratch  under  7.  A bold  specimen  of  this  easy 
to  recognize  overdate. 

PCGS  #001639 


91  1824  N-2.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Appealing  cartwheel  lustre 

remains  on  even  and  attractive  dark  chocolate  brown  surfaces. 
Smooth  and  frosty,  only  minor  marks  including  a tiny  nick  on 
Liberty’s  nose.  Cents  of  this  date  with  good  surface  quality,  as  seen 
here,  are  quite  tough  to  come  by. 

PCGS  #001636 


92  1825  N-3.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Very  attractive  medium 
brown  surfaces  show  gloss  and  more  lustre  than  usually  seen  at  this 
grade  level.  Some  traces  of  mint  color  remain  in  protected  areas 
of  the  reverse.  Minor  marks  are  noted,  none  serious,  though  we 
note  two  nicks  on  Liberty’s  jawline  and  some  harmless  specks  of 
verdigris.  A very  pretty  example. 

PCGS  #001642 

93  Pair  of  NGC-certified  large  cents:  ☆ 1826  N-9.  Rarity-3.  AU- 
58.  Deep  steel  brown  with  some  mottling,  glossy  and  attractive 
despite  some  marks,  vertical  nick  on  cheek  ☆ 1828  N- 1 1 . Rarity-2. 
Large  Date.  MS-62  BN.  Lustrous  dark  golden  brown  with  olive 
highlights,  very  glossy,  thin  scratch  under  bust.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

94  1827  N-7.  Rarity-3.  MS-61  BN  (NGC)  . Golden  tinted  remnants 
of  mint  color  remain  around  devices,  while  the  fields  have  mellowed 
to  pleasing  light  to  medium  brown.  Excellent  visual  appeal  for  the 
grade,  essentially  full  lustre  remaining.  Some  scattered  contact 
marks  are  seen,  though  none  are  serious;  we  note  just  a pit  under 
star  12.  Handsome  and  sharp,  a nice  way  to  represent  this  variety. 

PCGS  #001651 


95  1827  N-9.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Mostly  dark  brown,  though 

the  top  half  of  the  reverse  is  medium  brown.  Traces  of  golden  color 
and  lustre  remain  around  design  elements.  The  surfaces  are  frosty 
and  pleasing  and  the  eye  appeal  is  good  for  the  grade.  A short  scratch 
is  noted  left  of  star  12,  other  contact  marks  are  fairly  minor.  A very 
tough  variety  in  high  grade,  making  this  piece  a prize  for  middle 
date  specialists. 

PCGS  #001651 

Lovely  Mint  State  1828  N-6 

Noyes  Plate  Coin,  Ex.  Sheldon-Naftzger 


96  1828  N-6.  Rarity-1.  Large  Date.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Exqui- 
site cartwheel  lustre  encircles  beautiful  blue-tinted  golden  brown 
surfaces.  Remarkably  frosty  and  a delight  to  behold.  Magnified 
scrutiny  reveals  some  maroon  spots  on  the  obverse  but  they  do  not 
affect  the  visual  appeal.  A darker  spot  right  of  star  6 easily  connects 
this  piece  to  its  world-class  provenance  to  some  of  the  finest  large 
cent  collections  ever  assembled.  A dull  nick  is  noted  on  Liberty’s 
throat,  thin  vertical  scrape  on  cheekbone,  very  thin  diagonal  scratch 
from  star  1 to  star  3.  The  sharpness  is  excellent  on  both  sides. 

This  piece  serves  as  the  plate  specimen  for  the  variety  in  the 
1991  Noyes  work  on  middle  dates,  where  this  coin  is  listed  as  tied 
for  fourth  finest  known  with  a grade  of  MS-63  on  a notoriously 
tough  scale.  For  the  variety  specialist  or  high-grade  date  collector, 
locating  a finer  specimen  would  be  a significant  challenge,  and 
improving  upon  the  pedigree  could  well  be  impossible. 

From  Henry  C.  Hines  to  William  H.  Sheldon  to  R.E.  “Ted” 
Naftzger  in  1972;  the  1989  EAC  Sale,  April  1989,  Lot  293.  Noyes 
photo  21378. 

PCGS  #001654 

97  1828  N-10.  Rarity-1.  Small  Date.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Beauti- 
ful medium  brown  surfaces  appear  barely  faded  down  from  mint 
color  at  the  golden  peripheries,  though  the  central  fields  have  the 
gorgeous  color  of  a finely  bronzed  medal.  Some  darker  toning  is 
prominent  in  the  lower  left  obverse  field,  though  the  reverse  is 
very  even.  The  lustre  is  excellent  and  the  surfaces  are  smooth  and 
frosty.  Aside  from  a thin  scratch  from  star  5 to  Liberty’s  nose,  this 
piece  has  the  look  of  a near-gem.  A particularly  attractive  cent. 

PCGS  #001657 


JT 


A 

i American  Numismatic  Rarities 


37 


SESSION  One  • (ihr  sNnt'  Vork  'Connoisseur  s Collection 

oJ  — — ' 


98 


99 


100 


101 


102 


38 


1829  N-l.  Rarity-3.  Large  Letters.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  At- 
tractive and  even  dark  brown  with  frosty  cartwheel  lustre.  An 
attractive  example  of  this  scarcer  date,  free  of  all  but  a few  minor 
marks.  Some  faint  verdigris  is  built-up  around  the  devices  but  it 
does  not  impact  excellent  aesthetic  appeal.  A tough  date  to  find 
much  better,  indeed,  NGC  has  only  certified  six  finer  specimens 
among  all  varieties. 

PCGS  #001663 

1829  N-2.  Rarity-2.  Large  Letters.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lus- 
trous medium  brown  surfaces  retain  good  cartwheel  and  golden 
traces  of  fading  mint  color  around  design  elements.  Glossy  and 
highly  appealing  for  the  grade,  with  smooth  surfaces  and  only  a few 
minor  marks.  Some  shallow  abrasions  are  noted  at  the  base  of  the 
reverse  under  a glass.  As  noted  above,  this  date  tends  to  be  difficult 
to  find  in  top  grade  and  only  six  1829  cents  have  been  graded  finer 
by  NGC. 

PCGS  #001663 

1829  N-6.  Rarity-1.  Large  Letters.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Frosty 
cartwheel  lustre  covers  dark  chocolate  brown  surfaces,  hghter  in 
areas  where  traces  of  golden  toning  has  faded  from  mint  color.  Some 
traces  of  mint  color  are  still  present  around  reverse  lettering.  Very 
attractive  for  the  grade,  smooth  and  pleasing,  some  scattered  nicks 
are  mostly  on  obverse,  some  verdigris  around  star  7.  A beautiful  and 
highly  lustrous  cent,  head  and  shoulders  better  than  typical  pieces 
at  this  grade  level  and  ideal  for  a high-grade  date  collector. 

PCGS  #001663 

1830  N-l.  Rarity-1.  Large  Letters.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Glossy 
medium  brown  with  good  lustre  and  traces  of  deep  red  mint  color 
around  design  elements.  Some  minor  old  buildup  is  noted  within 
protected  areas,  spot  on  point  of  bust  and  lowest  neck  curl,  surpris- 
ingly free  of  nicks  for  the  grade.  A very  pretty  and  highly  lustrous 
cent  with  a lot  to  offer. 

PCGS  #001672 

Pair  of  large  cents  certified  MS-61  BN  by  NGC:  ☆ 1830  N-l. 
Rarity- 1.  Large  Letters.  Lustrous  medium  brown  with  traces  of 
mellowed  mint  color  and  golden  highlights,  pleasing  and  attractive, 
some  of  the  most  shallow  surface  granularity  ☆ 1835  N-7.  Rarity- 
1.  Head  of  1836.  Highly  glossy  deep  brown,  a few  nicks  hidden  at 
top  of  head.  ( Total:  2 pieces) 


lightful  smooth  and  even  medium  brown  surfaces  show  excellent 
lustrous  cartwheel  and  traces  ot  mint  color  around  some  design 
elements,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Some  softness  of  strike  is  noted 
on  the  star  centers,  bun,  and  lowest  curl,  as  often  seen  on  this  issue. 
We  note  no  heavy  nicks  and  a total  absence  of  corrosion,  just  two 
short  parallel  cuts  over  star  2 and  a spot  left  of  C in  CENT.  The 
visual  appeal  is  excellent.  A lovely  example  of  the  date  at  this  grade 
level. 

PCGS  #001672 


104  1831  N-l.  Rarity-1.  Mint  Error.  Clipped  Planchet.  Large 
Letters.  MS-64  BN  (NGC)  . Even  frosty  medium  brown  surfaces 
exhibit  abundant  lively  cartwheel  lustre.  Some  faint  blue  highlights, 
more  prominent  on  the  reverse,  are  seen  where  the  mint  color  was 
last  to  fade.  A tiny  natural  mint  clip  may  be  seen  just  below  9:00, 
though  it  affects  only  denticles.  Excellent  sharpness  throughout, 
few  marks  of  any  consequence,  really  a beautiful  cent.  A beautiful 
and  natural-looking  choice  for  a date  set. 

PCGS  #001678 

105  Duo  oflarge  cents  certified  MS-62  BN  by  NGC:  ☆ 1831  N-3. 
Rarity-1.  Medium  Letters.  Lustrous  golden  brown  with  good  eye 
appeal,  minor  scrape  along  Liberty’s  jaw  ☆ 1833  N-3.  Rarity-1. 
Frosty  and  very  attractive,  deep  tan  on  most  of  obverse  with  darker 
color  at  top  of  obverse  and  across  reverse,  hints  of  mint  color  and 
bold  lustre.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

106  1831  N-6.  Rarity- 1.  Mint  Error.  Incomplete  Planchet.  Large 
Letters.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Dark  chocolate  brown  with  lighter 
obverse  peripheries,  while  the  reverse  is  pleasing  deep  tan.  Good 
lustre  remains,  especially  satiny  on  the  reverse.  Good  eye  appeal 
and  no  major  marks,  just  a natural  planchet  depression  that  weakens 
CE  of  CENT.  A charming  example. 

PCGS  #001678 

107  Three  uncertified  large  cents  graded  AU-50.  Each  has  the 
sharpness  of  AU-55  and  good  overall  visual  appeal:  ☆ 1831  N-6. 
Rarity- 1.  A few  light  hairlines.  Good  cartwheel  lustre  over  frosty 
medium  olive  brown  surfaces.  Very  pretty,  would  probably  certify 
as  Mint  State  ☆ 1833  N-2.  Rarity-2.  Thin  diagonal  hairline  from 
ear  past  temple  to  neck.  Pleasing  olive  and  golden  brown  with  un- 
derlying mahogany  faded  from  mint  color,  an  attractive  specimen  ☆ 
1837  N-6.  Rarity-2.  Hairlines  from  a light  cleaning.  Lustrous  light 
brown  with  golden  highlights,  spots  between  stars  2-4,  a pleasing 
piece  that  many  would  call  Mint  State.  (Total:  3 pieces) 
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108  1831  N-8.  Rarity-3.  Large  Letters.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  At- 
tractive golden  brown  with  rich  olive  highlights  on  the  reverse 
and  splashes  of  maroon  on  the  obverse.  Good  lustre  for  the  grade, 
especially  intense  on  the  reverse.  Well  struck,  some  scattered  spot- 
ting, an  attractive  example. 

PCGS  #001678 

109  1832  N-2.  Rarity-3-.  Medium  Letters.  MS-63  BN  (NGC). 

Highly  glossy  and  thoroughly  lustrous  chestnut  brown  with  traces 
ot  faded  mint  color  around  design  elements.  Superb  cartwheel  and 
above  average  sharpness,  excellent  visual  appeal  at  this  grade  level. 
A couple  little  contact  points,  none  serious,  tiny  identifying  spot 
above  star  11.  The  surfaces  are  warm  and  appealing,  making  this  a 
great  choice  for  a connoisseur’s  date  set. 

PCGS  #001690 

110  1832  N-3.  Rarity-1.  Large  Letters.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Rich 
medium  brown  with  golden  and  olive  highlights  and  exemplary 
cartwheel  lustre.  An  attractive  cent  with  smooth,  frosty  surfaces. 
A thin  scratch  is  noted  under  the  lowest  curl,  dull  nick  on  chin, 
no  major  impacts  to  the  positive  eye  appeal.  Very  pleasing  for  the 
grade, 

PCGS  #001687 

111  1833  N-l.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Frosty  light  brown  with 
abundant  gem-quality  cartwheel  lustre.  A very  attractive  specimen, 
leaps  and  bounds  better  than  typical  pieces  certified  at  this  grade 
level.  A minor  discoloration  is  noted  right  of  T in  CENT  and  a 
single  dull  nick  on  Liberty’s  cheek,  but  there  are  no  further  flaws 
to  note  and  even  these  do  not  affect  the  eye  appeal.  This  would  be 
a great  choice  for  a picky  date  collector. 

PCGS  #001696 


112  1833  N-5.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A magnificently  attrac- 
tive, multi-colored  cent.  Dark  chocolate  brown  yields  to  olive-gold 
at  the  right  obverse  periphery,  faded  deep  red  at  the  left  periphery, 
and  a melange  of  deep  brown  and  faded  mint  color  on  the  reverse. 
The  cartwheel  is  superb  over  the  glossy  surfaces.  Superb  eye  ap- 
peal, some  very  minor  hairlines  appear  under  a glass  including  one 
from  the  bust  tip  to  the  first  3 in  the  date,  bold  sharpness  at  centers 
though  most  stars  are  flat.  Not  a particularly  rare  variety,  but  this 
piece  has  better  eye  appeal  than  most  even  at  the  gem  level. 

PCGS  #001696 

113  NGC-certified  large  cents  graded  AU-58:  ☆ 1833  N-6.  Rar- 
ity-1.  Bold  cartwheel  lustre  over  lovely  dark  brown  surfaces,  some 
flatness  of  strike,  choice  for  the  grade  ☆ 1834  N-l.  Rarity-1.  Small 
8,  Large  Stars,  Medium  Letters.  Golden  tan  with  good  lustre,  scat- 
tered nicks  and  light  hairlines,  an  attractive  coin  overall.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 


114  Large  cents  certified  AU-58  by  NGC:  ☆ 1834  N-3.  Rarity- 
1.  Large  8,  Small  Stars,  Medium  Letters.  Glossy  medium  brown 
with  woodgraining  on  the  reverse,  scattered  marks,  thin  hairline 
on  neck  ☆ 1836  N-5.  Rarity-3.  Golden  light  brown  with  good 
lustre,  linear  planchet  fissure  behind  head.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

115  NGC-certified  large  cents:  ☆ 1837  N-l.  Rarity-3.  Medium 
Letters,  Head  of  1836.  MS-63  BN.  Light  brown  on  the  obverse, 
deeper  golden  brown  on  the  reverse,  lively  cartwheel  lustre,  short 
horizontal  scratch  high  on  Liberty’s  neck  ☆ 1842  N-8.  Rarity-1. 
Large  Date.  MS-64  BN.  Glossy  dark  olive  with  hints  of  mint  color 
and  thorough  cartwheel  lustre,  beautiful  eye  appeal,  a horizontal 
hairline  left  of  Liberty’s  ear.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

116  1837  N-8.  Rarity-1.  Medium  Letters,  Head  of  1836.  MS-64 
BN  (NGC).  Woodgrained  medium  brown  with  abundant  faded 
mint  color  on  both  sides.  Full  cartwheel  lustre  remains  and  the 
visual  appeal  is  particularly  strong.  A little  planchet  fissure  is  noted 
outside  stars  11  and  12,  another  natural  depression  inside  base  of 
wreath,  neither  is  significant.  A single  tiny  nick  is  noted  on  Liberty’s 
cheek  under  a glass.  A gorgeous  specimen  of  the  date. 

PCGS  #001735 


117 


1837  N-ll.  Rarity-1.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Glorious  cartwheel 
lustre  enlivens  both  obverse  and  reverse,  each  toned  pleasing  me- 
dium brown  with  rich  blue  highlights  and  a trace  of  mint  color. 
Frosty  and  appealing,  only  the  most  insignificant  of  marks  noted 
including  a dull  nick  under  star  2 and  another  off  the  coronet, 
extraordinary  eye  appeal.  The  reverse  shows  a few  interesting  die 
cracks.  A stellar  quality  specimen  of  the  date,  fit  for  a connoisseur’s 
collection.  Only  three  specimens  have  been  graded  MS-67  by 
NGC,  just  one  of  them  in  the  BN  designation. 

PCGS  #001729 


118 


1837  N-ll.  Rarity-1.  MS-60+.  Beautiful  olive  and  gold  surfaces 
show  exceptional  color,  the  sort  of  “greenie”  that  might  have 
been  included  in  a color  set  long  ago.  Excellent  cartwheel  lustre, 
sharp  and  attractive  with  just  a couple  nicks  near  star  7 and  one  on 
Liberty’s  cheek.  A small  splash  of  maroon  toning  is  noted  near  U 
of  UNITED.  An  unusual  and  handsome  cent. 

PCGS  #001729 
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119  1838  N-l.  Rarity-1.  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  From  our  sale  of  the 

world-class  type  set  of  Dr.  Haig  Koshkarian,  where  we  described 
this  piece  as  follows: 

“The  obverse  and  reverse  are  richly  lustrous  and  frosty,  and  are 
mostly  original  mint  orange-red,  fading  slightly  to  brown,  but  with 
mint  color  predominating.  The  strike  on  the  obverse  is  definitive, 
from  the  hair  strands  to  the  star  points  to  the  ear  of  Miss  Liberty  to 
the  date,  to  the  dentils.  On  the  reverse  the  strike  is  similarly  defini- 
tive. Only  the  most  minor  flyspecks  are  present,  none  attracting 
the  eye  in  a serious  fashion,  and  under  careful  examination  there 
is  a tiny  hairline  scratch  paralleling  the  outline  of  Miss  Liberty’s 
nose,  and  almost  hidden,  so  as  to  defy  detection.  Probably  not  one 
person  in  10  would  notice  it,  and  we  suspect  it  evaded  the  notice 
of  C.  Douglas  Smith  when  he  described  this  cent  as  “very  high  in 
the  Condition  Census”  at  the  time  of  the  Halpern  sale,  where  it 
was  graded  MS-67. 

“Among  large  copper  cents  of  the  design  used  from  the  mid 
1830s  through  1839,  high-grade  pieces  are  seen  fairly  often. 
However,  not  many  can  equal  this  piece  in  terms  of  color,  strike, 
and  overall  visual  appeal.  A truly  lovely  large  cent  of  this  design 
type.” 

Because  of  the  diversity  of  designations  (varieties,  RB/RD/BN,  and  star), 
we  are  almost  at  a loss  to  provide  appropriate  information  without  reprinting 
an  entire  page  of  the  NGC  Census!  For  all  1838  cent  varieties,  eight  have 
been  graded  MS-66  RB,  one  more  has  been  graded  MS-66  RBA,  and  one 
has  been  graded  MS-67  RB.  Two  have  been  graded  MS-66  RD. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Herman  Halpern  Large  Cent  Collection, 
March  1988,  Lot  516;  Haig  Koshkarian  Collection;  our  sale  of  the  Haig 
Koshkarian  Collection,  March  2004,  Lot  13  (@  $4,140). 

PCGS  #001742 


120 


1839  N-3.  Rarity-1.  Head  of  1838.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Boldly 
spinning  cartwheel  lustre  encircles  rich  chocolate  brown  surfaces, 
highlighted  with  attractive  olive  on  the  reverse.  Glossy  and  appeal- 
ing with  no  significant  flaws.  A coin  of  impressive  quality. 

PCGS  #001744 


121  1839  N-5.  Rarity-3.  Booby  Head.  MS-64  BN  (NGC)  . Lustrous 
and  even  medium  brown  with  smooth,  attractive  surfaces.  Tiny 
flaw  in  denticles  outside  star  2,  little  spot  atop  hair  near  star  9,  no 
major  nicks  or  distractions  from  excellent  eye  appeal.  Perfect  for  a 
high-grade  date  collector. 

PCGS  #001751 

122  1839  N-5.  Rarity-2.  Booby  Head.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Appeal- 
ing medium  brown  with  smooth  surfaces  and  most  lustre  remaining. 
Only  minor  marks,  a hint  of  verdigris  on  the  reverse,  a pleasing 
way  to  represent  the  popular  Booby  Head  type. 

PCGS  #001751 


123  1839  N-ll.  Rarity-1.  Booby  Head.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Spec- 
tacular deep  olive  and  blue  with  rich  cartwheel  lustre.  A piece  for 
a “color  set”  showing  all  the  different  permutations  of  natural  (not 
artificial)  color  on  large  cents.  Some  light,  hidden  specks  are  seen 
in  the  lower  right  obverse  field,  minor  horizontal  scratch  low  on 
bust  near  neck  curl,  exemplary  gem-calibre  eye  appeal.  A piece 
that  should  sell  for  a premium  price  and  deserves  an  in-hand  look 
to  confirm  its  beauty. 

PCGS  #001751 

124  1839  N-13.  Rarity-2.  Booby  Head.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  At- 
tractive medium  brown  and  olive  with  golden  highlights  and  good 
lustre.  Some  light  hairlines  account  for  the  grade  as  assigned  but 
the  visual  appeal  remains  intact.  No  serious  nicks  or  flaws  are  seen 
with  the  naked  eye,  marking  this  superior  to  many  at  this  grade 
level. 

PCGS  #001751 

125  Pair  of  Mint  State  late-date  large  cents:  ☆ 1842  N-4.  Rarity-2. 
MS-60+.  Beautiful  chocolate  brown  with  rich  lustre,  one  tiny  nick 
off  Liberty’s  nose,  excellent  eye  appeal  for  this  scarce  date.  ☆ 1843 
N-16.  Rarity-4.  MS-63.  Strong  lustre  over  choice  olive-brown 
surfaces.  Tiny  nick  at  the  tip  of  Liberty’s  nose,  minor  hairlines,  a 
superb-looking  specimen.  Purchased  from  Anthony  Terranova. 
(Total:  2 pieces) 

126  1843  large  cents  certified  by  NGC:  ☆ N-2.  MS-62  BN.  Lustrous 
and  attractive  medium  brown,  faint  planchet  fissure  inside  star  12 
and  another  through  C of  CENT,  pristine  surfaces  but  somewhat 
softly  struck  ☆ N-15.  MS-63  BN.  Beautiful  rich  woodgrained 
medium  and  dark  brown,  good  lustre,  hints  of  verdigris  in  protected 
areas  of  devices.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


I* 


40 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 


c7 ^ilte  <^Hew  c3  j-ork  Co 


ynnoment  s 


Collection  • Session  One 


127  1843  N-4.  Rarity-1.  Petite  Head,  Large  Letters.  MS-62  BN 

(NGC).  Glossy  deep  olive-brown  on  the  obverse,  highly  lustrous 
gold  and  olive  on  the  reverse.  Very  attractive,  two  dull  nicks  on 
NT  in  CENT,  no  major  flaws.  A very  pleasing  example  of  this 
short-lived  head  type. 

PCGS  #001847 


131  1850  N-7.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Smooth  and  lustrous 

medium  brown  with  some  underlying  deep  red.  Attractive  and 
free  of  major  marks,  minor  nick  on  Liberty’s  cheek,  spot  under 
date  and  another  above  star  11.  A very  attractive  specimen,  better 
detailed  than  some  we  have  seen  of  this  often  soft  variety. 

PCGS  #001889 


Choice  1843  Cent  With  Rim  Cud 


128  1843  N-12.  Petite  Head,  Small  Letters.  MS-64  RB  (NGC). 

Abundant  mint  color  remains  on  pleasing  medium  brown  and 
golden  surfaces.  The  cartwheel  is  bold  and  intact  on  both  sides. 
Natural  planchet  depressions  are  present  in  the  lower  left  obverse 
field  and  the  left  side  of  the  wreath,  short  scrapes  on  cheek  and 
another  outside  of  star  2.  Grellman  state  c,  with  a rim  cud  over  U 
and  NIT  of  UNITED,  called  “extremely  rare”  in  the  most  recent 
edition  of  his  book.  An  important  coin  for  both  its  grade  and  die 
state. 

PCGS  #001845 


129  1845  N-8.  Rarity-1.  MS-63.  Highly  reflective  surfaces  show  a 
wealth  of  mint  color  and  lively,  satiny  lustre.  The  color  is  consis- 
tent and  somewhat  mellowed  to  a pleasing  rose,  but  none  is  really 
“brown”  per  se.  Two  small  spots  are  noted  under  Liberty’sjawline, 
very  minor  hairlines,  dull  nick  on  Liberty’s  chin.  A very  attractive 
cent  that  a novice  could  mistake  for  a Proofbased  on  the  reflectivity 
of  the  fields,  a characteristic  not  often  seen  for  this  type  in  general 
but  common  to  some  of  the  high-grade  survivors  of  this  variety. 
A superb  example  that  boasts  a magnificent  provenance. 

From  Ben  Levin  to  Denis  Loring;  Loring  to  Herman  Halpern; 
Stack’s  sale  of  the  Herman  Halpern  Collection,  March  1988,  Lot  5 71; 
R.E.  “Ted”  Naftzger  collection;  purchased  from  Anthony  Terranova. 
The  original  Naftzger  and  Terranova  envelopes  and  the  Halpern  lot  ticket 
accompany  this  lot. 

PCGS  #001862 

130  1847  N-25.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Impressive  cartwheel 
lustre  covers  highly  attractive  golden  brown  surfaces,  with  richer 
gold  and  orange  near  the  peripheries.  Frosty  and  appealing,  well 
struck  and  natural  in  appearance.  Only  some  minor  contact  marks 
(or  kegmarks)  on  the  obverse  keep  this  from  a higher  grade. 

PCGS  #001877 


132  1851  N-7.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  light 

brown  with  a good  bit  of  mint  color  remaining  on  the  obverse. 
Superb  cartwheel  lustre,  excellent  overall  eye  appeal,  spot  hidden 
under  T of  LIBERTY,  dull  nick  on  cheek  keeps  this  from  gem 
category  despite  being  frosty  and  very  pretty. 

PCGS  #001892 


133  1854  N-25.  Rarity-3.  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Essentially  full  bright 
mint  red,  barely  mellowed  on  the  reverse  and  far  more  red  than 
some  we  have  seen  in  RD-designated  holders.  Impressively  lus- 
trous, beautiful  to  behold,  a few  minor  spots  on  the  obverse  and 
traces  of  an  old  fingerprint,  no  significant  marks.  The  spots  are  far 
less  than  often  seen,  even  at  this  grade  level.  An  especially  choice 
cent.  Just  two  specimens  of  this  date  have  been  graded  MS-67  RB 
by  NGC,  and  only  one  has  been  graded  MS-66  RD. 

PCGS  #001905 

134  1854  N-25.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  rich 
chocolate  brown  with  thorough  cartwheel  lustre.  The  surfaces 
are  smooth  and  appealing  with  no  major  marks,  just  some  deeper 
toning  at  central  reverse.  A very  attractive  specimen. 

PCGS  #001904 


135 


1855  N-3.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Attractive  medium 
brown  with  traces  of  mint  red,  especially  prominent  on  the  reverse. 
Good  cartwheel  lustre  remains,  though  the  surfaces  have  picked 
up  some  minor  and  harmless  dirt  since  encapsulated.  This  piece 
will  look  magnificently  lustrous  once  brushed,  as  the  surfaces  are 
smooth  and  natural  in  appearance.  No  heavy  spotting,  though  we 
note  a small  spot  inside  star  2 and  minor  discoloration  near  U of 
UNITED.  Well  struck  and  pleasing  for  the  grade,  housed  in  an 
old  green  label  holder. 


PCGS  #001907 
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136  1856  N-6.  Rarity-1.  Upright  5.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lively 

orange  mint  color  with  strong  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  Some 
spotting  and  flyspecks  accounts  for  the  RB  designation,  as  the  color 
has  not  yet  mellowed  to  brown  anywhere  on  the  coin.  A spot  of 
verdigris  is  noted  inside  R of  LIBERTY.  An  attractive  specimen, 
especially  for  those  who  enjoy  natural  color. 

PCGS  #001920 


137  1856  N-6.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lovely  rich  mint 

color,  a deep  orange-red,  is  barely  faded  to  violet  under  excellent 
lustre.  No  brown  is  seen,  indeed  this  is  a far  more  natural  shade 
than  many  of  the  “RD”  coins  on  the  market  and  presents  a beauti- 
ful appearance.  Only  minor  flyspecks,  typical  of  this  hoard  variety, 
no  major  spots  or  flaws.  An  especially  nice  specimen  that  surpasses 
many  of  the  gems  we  have  seen.  Housed  in  a first  generation  PCGS 
holder. 

PCGS  #001920 


Small  Cents 


138  1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  1857  Flying 

Eagle  cent  with  rich  gold  on  satiny,  lustrous  surfaces.  Struck  from  a 
deteriorating  obverse  die,  with  heavy  die  crumbling  and  roughness 
in  and  around  UNITED  STA,  with  perhaps  some  re-engraving 
done  in  the  die  as  well,  at  and  around  the  eagle’s  head  and  foremost 
wing.  Reverse  with  bisecting  die  crack  from  rim  at  5:00  diagonally 
upward  across  the  wreath  and  to  the  N in  CENT ; another  die  crack 
extends  from  the  rim  at  11:00  across  the  wreath  to  the  top  of  the  N 
in  ONE.  These  cracks  almost  certainly  converge  in  a later  die  state. 
An  attractive  gem  in  an  unusual  die  state,  pretty  much  something 
for  every  collecting  taste  all  rolled  into  one. 

PCGS  #002016 


139  1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  golden  brown  sur- 

faces. Nicely  struck  at  the  centers,  though  some  weakness  can  be 
seen  at  the  tops  of  the  obverse  peripheral  legend. 

PCGS  #002016 


140  1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  brown  with 

rich  golden  underlying  lustre. 

PCGS  #002016 


141  Quartette  of  PCGS-certified  small  cents,  all  in  older  holders: 

☆ 1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-63.  Golden  brown  surfaces  with  minute 
planchet  flaw  noted  on  the  obverse  ☆ 1860  Pointed  Bust.  MS-62. 
Lustrous  with  blushes  of  rose  toning.  A choice  piece  for  the  grade 

☆ 1875  MS-63  RB.  Reddish  brown  surfaces  with  splashes  of  olive 
and  rich  brown  mostly  on  the  obverse  ☆ 1888  MS-64  PB.  Attrac- 
tive. (Total:  4 pieces) 


Famous  1858/7  Overdate  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


142 


2x  photo 

1858/7  MS-62  (PCGS).  A deep  golden  brown  specimen  with 
underlying  lustre  and  with  some  mahogany  toning  highlights  on 
the  reverse.  Lightly  struck  at  the  peripheries,  not  unusual  for  the 
date.  One  of  the  most  popular  and  enduring  of  all  overdates,  the 
present  specimen  is  from  an  early  state  of  the  die  with  much  of  the 
top  of  the  7 seen  above  the  top  of  the  existing  8,  and  with  a small 
“bellybutton”  raised  dot  in  the  field  between  the  eagle’s  belly  and 
the  date  below,  this  dot  now  thought  to  be  remnants  of  the  serif  of 
an  errant  1.  Rare  and  desirable. 

PCGS  #002022 
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Large  Letters 


143  1858  Large  Letters.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  and  lustrous  beauty 

with  impressive  eye  appeal.  Rich  golden  brown  forms  the  backbone 
of  this  coin’s  aesthetic  appeal,  while  the  incredibly  detailed  strike  is 
a plus.  Certainly  as  tine  as  anyone  is  apt  to  find  at  the  MS-65  level 
for  an  1858  Flying  Eagle  cent.  Housed  in  a first  generation  PCGS 
holder,  and  off  the  market  for  two  decades. 

Top  of  E in  UNITED  broken,  die  crack  from  rim  across  final  A in 
AMERICA  and  the  eagle’s  tail  feathers. 

PCGS  #002019 


144  1858  Large  Letters.  MS-64  (NGC).  Intense  lustre  on  bright 
golden  surfaces.  Streaks  of  attractive  oxblood  toning  grace  the 
planchet  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  #002019 

145  1859  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  brown  with  olive  and  rose 
highlights  on  the  high  points.  One  of  an  estimated  1,000  or  so 
Proofs  of  the  date  distributed  for  this  one-year-only  design  type 
with  a laurel  wreath  reverse. 

PCGS  #002247 


146  1860  Round  Bust.  MS-65  (NGC).  A lustrous  golden  gem  with 

eye  appeal  and  surfaces  that  are  easily  equal  to  the  task. 

PCGS  #002058 


good  lustre  and  equally  nice  strike.  Considerably  scarcer  than  the 
variety  of  the  date  with  rounded  bust  tip. 

PCGS  #002056 


148  1860  Pointed  Bust.  MS-64  (NGC) . Lustrous  golden  brown  with 

deep  rose  and  faint  blue  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  largely  medium 
gold  with  a touch  of  olive. 

PCGS  #002056 
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149  1860  Pointed  Bust.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  brown 
with  much  mint  brightness  in  the  protected  areas. 

PCGS  #002056 

150  Pair  of  NGC-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1860  Pointed  Bust. 
MS-63  ☆ 1863  MS-64.  Both  are  lustrous  with  delicate  speckled 
rose  toning.  Attractive  and  nicely  matched.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


151  1863  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  with  faint  rose 

highlights. 

PCGS  #002067 


152  1863  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  golden  brown  with  a high  degree  of 

lustre.  A few  faint  flecks  become  apparent  with  diligent  magnified 
scrutiny,  but  the  coin  is  still  of  gem  quality. 

Obverse  die  cracks  from  the  point  of  the  bust  to  the  upper  left  serif 
of  the  U in  UNITED,  another  from  the  dentils  horizontally  across  TE 
in  STATES,  to  front  of  the  first  feather,  then  out  the  top  of  that  feather 
into  the  field  above  the  second  feather.  On  the  reverse  a sizable  die  crack 
arcs  from  the  dentils  at  5:00  across  the  olive  stem  and  ribbon,  descending 
downward  into  the  arrow  feathers. 

PCGS  #002067 


153  1864  Copper-nickel.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  and  lustrous  gem 

of  the  final  date  of  copper-nickel  or  “white”  cent  coinage — later  in 
the  year  the  composition  was  changed  to  bronze,  remaining  thus 
until  the  end  of  the  series  in  1909.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless 
PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #002070 


154  1864  Bronze.  No  L.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  golden  orange 
with  strong  lustre  on  satiny  surfaces.  Nicely  struck. 

Variety  with  raised  circular  lathe  marks  on  the  Indian’s  portrait. 
PCGS  #002078 

155  NGC-certified  Indian  Head  cents:  ☆ 1864  Bronze.  MS-65  PJ3. 
Lustrous  and  very  attractive  ☆ 1865  Plain  5.  Repunched  Date. 
MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  and  pleasing  ☆ 1873  Open  3.  MS-64  RB. 
Nice  lustre  and  faint  woodgrain  striations.  (Total:  3 pieces) 
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156  Pair  of  PCGS-certified  Proof  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1866  Proof-63 
KB.  Reflective  ☆ 1892  Proot-64  KB.  Reflective  with  iridescent 
sea  green  and  rose  highlights  on  both  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

157  Pair  of  Indian  cents  certified  BN  by  NGC:  ☆ 1866  MS-62. 
Deep  chocolate  brown  surfaces.  Sharp  repunched  date.  ☆ 1868 
MS-65.  Faint  woodgrain  striations.  (Total:  2 pieces). 


158  1867  Proof-63  RD  CAM  (PCGS).  Deep  and  fiery  mint  orange 

on  the  obverse  with  heavily  frosted  motifs  and  highly  reflective 
fields,  the  reverse  a study  in  muted  mint  orange  and  faint  rose. 
PCGS  #082290 


159  1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  A gem  survivor  from  an  estimated 
Proof  distribution  for  the  date  of  850  to  1,100  pieces.  Deep  violet 
iridescence  on  frosty  motifs,  with  fiery  deep  orange  fields  forming 
the  backdrop. 

PCGS  #002295 

160  Pair  of  PCGS-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1869  Proof-64  RB. 
Mottled  gold,  sea  green  and  reddish  brown  toning  ☆ 1871  Proof- 
64  RB.  Deep  brown  at  the  centers  with  lighter  gold  toning  at  the 
rims.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


161  1869  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with  rich  mint 

orange  mellowing  to  vibrant  tan.  A lot  of  coin  for  the  grade. 
PCGS  #002095 


162  1871  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Medium  olive-brown  with  much 

mint  orange  in  the  protected  areas  of  the  obverse,  and  with  fiery 
crimson  in  abundance  on  the  reverse.  From  an  estimated  Proof 
distribution  for  the  date  of  850  to  1,100  pieces. 

PCGS  #002301 


163  1872  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A satiny  example  of  this  scarce  and 

popular  key  date  in  the  Indian  cent  series.  Frosty  mint  orange 


*1 


and  deepening  frosty  tan  engage  the  viewer’s  eye.  Some  lightness 
of  strike  on  the  reverse,  as  typically  seen  for  the  date,  though  the 
horizontal  shield  lines  are  virtually  complete. 

PCGS  #002104 


164 


165 


1872  MS-64  BN  (PCGS)  . Medium  brown  with  warm  underlying 
lustre  and  traces  of  iridescent  mint  orange  in  the  protected  areas.  A 
touch  of  striking  weakness  at  the  top  of  the  reverse  shield  but  still 
a pleasing  example  of  scarce  key  date. 

PCGS  Population:  27;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-65  BN 
finest). 

PCGS  #002103 


1873  Close  3.  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Frosty  motifs  and  mirrored 
fields  glow  with  mint  orange  brightness,  with  a dash  here  and  there 
of  deeper  gold  for  balance. 

PCGS  #002308 


166  1874  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Frosty  mint  orange  with  some  golden 

highlights.  Strong  lustre  graces  both  sides. 

PCGS  #002120 


Gem  Mint  State  1877  Indian  Cent 

None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


2 x photo 


167  1877  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  A highly  lustrous  gem  with  rich  and 

deep  violet  toning  that  forms  a pleasing  woodgrain  effect  with  the 
blazing  mint  orange  surface  beneath.  The  undisputed  key  to  the 
series,  a date  that  saw  a production  run  ofjust  852,500  circulation 
strikes.  Desirable  in  all  grades  from  AG-3  all  the  way  up  to  the 
gorgeous  MS-66  RB  example  offered  here. 

NGC  Census:  9;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #002128 
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168  1877VF-25  (PCGS).  A modestly  circulated  medium  tan  specimen 

of  the  most  prominent  key  date  in  the  Indian  cent  series,  and  one 
of  the  most  important  dates  in  the  entire  small  cent  series,  1856  to 
present. 

PCGS  #002127 


169  Proof  Indian  cents  certified  by  NGC:  ☆ 1878  Proof-65  BN. 
Lovely  gold  and  pale  green  toning  with  traces  of  red  on  the  obverse. 
☆ 1902  Proof-64  RB.  Rich  reddish  orange  toning  with  faint  spot- 
ting that  accounts  for  the  grade.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

170  Indian  cents  certified  Proof-64  by  PCGS:  ☆ 1878  RB.  Beauti- 
fully toned  gold,  green  and  reddish  orange  ☆ 1885  RB.  Deep  violet 
and  gold  with  faint  red  overtones  ☆ 1886  Type  I.  RB.  Gold  and 
pale  blue  over  deep  brown  surfaces  ☆ 1902  BN.  Vibrant  violet  and 
blue  toning  with  accents  of  gold  and  red.  Very  attractive.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1879  Indian  Cent 
PCGS  Proof-66  RD  CAM 


171  1879  Proof-66  RD  CAM  (PCGS).  Mirrored  fields  and  frosty 

motif  display  intense  fiery  mint  orange  blended  with  rich  crimson 
iridescence.  The  eye  appeal,  strike,  and  cameo  contrast  are  all  super- 
lative, making  for  a splendid  gem  that  fits  comfortably  among  the 
five  finest  Proofs  of  the  date  certified  as  RD  by  PCGS.  Undeniably 
beautiful. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  Proof-67 
RD  CAM). 

PCGS  #082326 


172  Pair  of  certified  MS-64  RD  cents:  ☆ 1880  (PCGS).  Highly 
lustrous  with  faint  orange  overtones.  Trivial  spotting  accounts  for 
the  grade  ☆ 1887  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  and  highly  lustrous.  Rosy 
copper  toning  with  traces  of  mottled  pale  blue.  (Total:  2 pieces) 
An  auction  ticket  from  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Boyd  Hayward 
Collection,  September  1997,  Lot  449,  and  Eagle  Eye  photo  certificate  is 
included  with  the  1887. 


173  1882  Proof-66  BN  (NGC).  Deep  chocolate  brown  with  splashes 

of  rich  electric  blue  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  #002333 
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1883  Proof-67  RB  CAMEO  (NGC).  The  finest  gem  cameo 
RB  Proof  1883  certified  thus  far  by  NGC,  with  no  peers,  and  no 
examples  in  the  census  at  a finer  grade.  Deep  chestnut  mirrors  sup- 
port a sparkling  multi-hued  Indian  on  the  obverse,  with  rich  gold, 
blue,  violet,  and  rose  iridescence  mingled  on  the  Indian’s  portrait 
and  in  the  headdress.  The  reverse  is  also  pleasing  chestnut  brown 
with  a lively  array  of  gold,  blue,  and  rose  in  the  wreath  details. 
Splendidly  beautiful,  and  worthy  of  its  remarkable  standing  in  the 
NGC  Census  Report. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #002337 


Sparkling  Gem  Cameo  Proof  1884  Cent 


175  1884  Proof-66  RD  CAM  (PCGS).  A sparkling  mint  orange 
specimen  deepening  to  bolder  orange  in  places.  The  devices  are 
frosty  and  the  fields  are  mirrored,  with  the  cameo  contrast  crisp 
and  impressive.  Among  the  three  finest  Proofs  of  the  date  certified 
in  the  RD  CAM  category  by  PCGS.  A pleasure  to  behold. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  RD 
CAM). 

PCGS  #082341 

176  Trio  of  PCGS-certified  Proof  Indian  cents,  all  in  older  hold- 
ers: ☆ 1884  Proof-66  BN.  Pleasing  blue,  violet,  and  sea  green 
overtones  ☆ 1886  Type  I.  Proof-64  PJ3.  Lustrous  on  the  obverse, 
and  mostly  brilliant.  The  reverse  is  deeply  toned  ☆ 1895  Proof-65 
RB.  Deep  brown  with  lilac  overtones.  (Total:  3 pieces). 

177  Pair  of  ANACS-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1886  Type  II.  MS-64 
RB.  Rich  brown  surfaces  with  some  lustrous  golden  toning  in  the 
recesses  ☆ 1909  Large  over  Small  L.  MS-63  RED.  Lustrous  gold 
and  orange  toning.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

178  1896  MS-65  RED  (ANACS).  Glistening  deep  mint  orange  with 
intense  underlying  lustre. 

PCGS  #002195 


179  1900  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A visually  stunning  gem  Proof,  a 

coin  alive  with  rich  gold  and  fiery  orange  on  the  obverse,  and  with 
deep  violet  and  fiery  orange  on  the  reverse.  Low  magnification 
reveals  a few  faint  flecks,  though  they  hide  from  the  unaided  eye. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  7 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-67 
RD). 

PCGS  #002389 
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180  1908-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Bright  golden  orange  with  strong 
lustre  and  impressive  eye  appeal.  A popular  scarcity  from  the  first 
year  of  branch  mint  coinage  in  the  small  cent  series. 

PCGS  #002234 

181  1908-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  brown  on  the  obverse 
with  deepening  lilac  toning  on  the  reverse.  Reverse  toning  spot  in 
wreath  at  8:00.  Nicely  lustrous. 

PCGS  #002233 


182  1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous  golden  brown 

with  warm  tan  highlights.  A pleasing  example  of  the  second  most 
important  key  date  in  the  Indian  cent  series,  a date  that  saw  a 
mintage  of  just  309,000  pieces,  a smaller  production  figure  than 
the  1877  rarity,  and  smaller  as  well  than  the  much  vaunted  1909-S 
V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent  from  the  same  mint. 

PCGS  #002239 


183  1909-S  Indian.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS)  . Lustrous  mint  orange  with 
some  fainter  obverse  streaks  that  impart  a woodgram  appearance; 
some  toning  flecks  are  noted  on  the  reverse. 

PCGS  #002239 

184  PCGS-certified  Lincoln  cents:  ☆ 1909  V.D.B.  MS-66  RD. 
Brilliant  and  lustrous  orange  red  surfaces  ☆ 1919  MS-66  RD. 
Highly  lustrous,  light  gold  toning  ☆ 1928  MS-66  RD.  Highly 
lustrous  rose  and  gold.  A beautiful  and  nicely  matched  high  grade 
threesome. (Total:  3 pieces) 


David  Lange  Lincoln  Cent  Reference  Collection 
1909  V.D.B.  to  1958-D 

185  A nicely  matched  collection  of  Lincoln  cents,  1909  V.D.B. 
through  1958-D,  the  reference  collection  of  author  David  Lange, 
whose  text  7 he  Complete  Guide  To  Lincoln  Cents  has  been  quoted  in 
the  pages  of  our  catalogues  and  elsewhere  whenever  nice  Lincoln 
cents  are  described.  The  coins  are  evenly  matched  for  eye  appeal, 
and  several  of  them  were  plate  coins  in  the  reference.  Many  of  the 
Mint  State  coins  designated  as  BN  have  generous  amounts  of  mint 
orange  present,  as  do  many  of  the  AU  pieces.  Housed  in  two  custom 
plastic  holders.  The  first  holder,  1909-V.D.B.  to  1933-D,  displays 
a MS-65  RD  1941 -S  to  illustrate  the  wheat  cent  reverse  design. 
The  1928-S  is  represented  by  two  distinctly  different  mintmark 
styles,  Large  S and  Small  S.  Enjoy  the  following:  ☆ 1909  V.D.B. 
AU-55  ☆ 1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-60  BN,  some  red  on  both  sides 

☆ 1909  MS-63  RB  ☆ 1909-S  MS-63  RB  ☆ 1910  MS-63  RB. 
Plate  coin  ☆ 1910-S  MS-60  BN  ☆ 1911  MS-64  BN  ☆ 1911-D 
AU-55  ☆ 1911-S  MS-63  RB  ☆ 1912  AU-55  ☆ 1912-D  MS-62 
BN  ☆ 1912-S  MS-62  BN  ☆ 1913  MS-61  RB  ☆ 1913-D  AU-55 

☆ 1913-S  AU-55  ☆ 1914  MS-62  BN  ☆ 1914-D  MS-60  BN  ☆ 
1914-S  AU-58  ☆ 1915  MS-63  BN  ☆ 1915-D  MS-61  BN  ☆ 1915-S 
MS-63  BN  ☆ 1916  MS-63  BN  ☆ 1916-D  MS-63  BN  ☆ 1916-S 
MS-60  BN.  Plate  com  ☆ 1917  MS-63  RB  ☆ 1917-D  MS-60  BN 

☆ 1917-S  AU-55.  Plate  com  ☆ 1918  MS-63  RB  ☆ 1918-D  MS- 
63  BN.  Plate  coin  ☆ 1918-S  AU-55.  Plate  coin  ☆ 1919  AU-58  ☆ 
1919-D  AU-55  ☆ 1919-S  MS-60  BN.  Plate  com  ☆ 1920  MS-63 
BN  ☆ 1920-D  MS-60  BN  ☆ 1920-S  AU-55,  small  lamination, 
as  struck,  at  date.  Plate  coin  ☆ 1921  AU-55  ☆ 1921-S  AU-50  ☆ 
1922-D  AU-50,  lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  heavy  reverse  die  crack 

☆ 1923  MS-60  BN.  Plate  com  ☆ 1923-S  AU-55  ☆ 1924  MS-60 
BN.  Plate  coin  ☆ 1924-D  AU-58  ☆ 1924-S  AU-58.  Plate  com 

☆ 1925  MS-64  RB.  Plate  coin  ☆ 1925-D  MS-63  RB  ☆ 1925-S 
AU-58.  Plate  coin  ☆ 1926  MS-60  BN  ☆ 1926-D  AU-55.  Plate 
coin  ☆ 1926-S  AU-58  ☆ 1927  MS-63  RB  ☆ 1927-D  MS-60  BN. 
Plate  coin  ☆ 1927-S  AU-55,  obverse  mark  at  Lincoln’s  portrait  ☆ 
1928  MS-64  RB.  Plate  coin  ☆ 1928-D  MS-64  RD.  Plate  coin  ☆ 
1928-S  (2).  Small  S,  MS-60  BN;  Large  S.  AU-55  ☆ 1929  MS-63. 
Plate  coin  ☆ 1929-D  AU-55  ☆ 1929-S  MS-64  RD.  Plate  coin  ☆ 
1930  MS-65  RD.  Plate  coin  ☆ 1930-D  MS-64  RB.  Plate  coin 

☆ 1930-S  MS-64  RD.  Plate  coin  ☆ 1931  MS-62  RB.  Plate  coin 

☆ 1931-D  MS-64  RB.  Plate  coin  ☆ 1931-S  MS-64  RD  ☆ 1932 
MS-65  RD.  Plate  coin  ☆ 1932-D  MS-64  RB.  Plate  coin  ☆ 1933 
MS-65  RD.  Plate  coin  ☆ 1933-D  MS-64  RD.  Plate  coin. 

The  dates  from  1934  through  1958-D,  housed  in  the  second 
board,  are  of  uniform  beauty  and  quality,  chiefly  MS-64  RD  and 
finer-except  the  1943  Steel  cent  issues,  which  are  gem  B.U.  and 
don’t  come  in  RD  designations-with  nearly  all  coins  in  the  “or 
finer”  category,  and  the  majority  of  the  pieces  are  plate  coins.  An 
exceptional  group  of  Lincolns,  carefully  put  together  by  a specialist 
with  a good  eye  for  quality  and  uniform  appearance.  Take  a good 
look  at  this  one.  (Total:  142  pieces) 


46 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 


r 


Splendid  Gem  Uncirculated  1909-S  V.D.B.  1 y 


186  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  An  impeccable  gem  of  ex- 

quisite visual  appeal,  a coin  that  closely  resembles  a Matte  Proof  of 
the  year  in  its  crispness  and  toning  highlights,  deep  crimson  and 
royal  purple  at  the  rims  lightening  to  bright  mint  orange  at  the 
center.  If  the  present  writer  was  in  the  market  for  a gem  example 
of  this  popular  issue,  then  the  coin  herein  described  would  be  in 
the  race  for  this  writer’s  choice.  More  fiery  orange  and  gold  than 
brown,  the  present  gem  is  deservedly  among  the  finest  examples 
registered  thus  far  in  the  NGC  Census  Report. 

NGC  Census:  41;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-66^  RB). 

PCGS  #002427 


187  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A frosty,  satiny  mint  orange 

specimen  with  rich  gold  lustre  that  swirls  broadly  on  the  satiny 
surfaces.  A sharp  and  appealing  example  of  one  of  the  most  popular 
and  desirable  of  all  small  cent  issues. 

PCGS  #002428 


188  1909  Lincoln.  Proof-66  RB  (NGC).  A glistening  Matte  Proof 

of  the  second  variety  struck  in  the  year  this  without  designers 
initials  V.D.B.  on  reverse.  From  a Proof  mintage  for  the  issue  of 
2,352  pieces,  a sizable  mintage  for  the  era,  a tiny  mintage  by  today’s 
standard.  Lively  lustre  imparts  great  visual  charm  to  the  deepening 
mint  orange  surfaces  of  this  gorgeous  gem. 

NGC  Census:  23;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #003304 


189  1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A satiny,  matte -like  gem 

that  glows  with  rich  orange  and  golden  fire. 

PCGS  #002434 
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1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem,  more  “R” 
than  “B”  in  our  eyes.  A high  degree  of  lustre  swirls  broadly  across 
the  satiny,  mint  orange  surfaces.  Wisps  of  gold  and  faint  tan  account 
for  the  “B”  in  the  equation.  Simply  lovely. 

PCGS  #002433 


191  1913-S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  of  old-time 

quality  displaying  a mixture  of  original  mint  red-orange  fading  to 
natural  brown.  Some  lightness  of  strike  in  a couple  of  areas,  not 
unusual  for  the  date,  otherwise  the  piece  is  first  class. 

PCGS  #002467 


192  1914  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  A satiny  Matte  Proof  of  the  date, 

one  of  1,365  Proofs  produced.  Deep  violet  and  iridescent  rose 
highlights  grace  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  largely  vibrant 
mint  orange  with  faded  violet  highlights.  A lovely  example  of  an 
early  Lincoln  Proof. 

PCGS  Population:  22;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  Proof-67 
RB). 

PCGS  #003319 


Key  Date  1914-D  Lincoln  10 
MS-65  RB  NGC 


2 x photo 


193  1914-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A lustrous,  fiery  deep  orange  gem 

with  pale  rose  and  violet  iridescence  beginning  to  make  their  mark. 
Perhaps  the  most  important  key  date  in  the  Lincoln  cent  series  at 
MS-65  or  finer,  with  a dramatically  dwindling  population  above 
MS-65.  Sharp  and  appealing,  easily  worthy  of  the  assigned  grade, 
and  worthy  of  inclusion  in  your  fine  Lincoln  cent  cabinet. 

NGC  Census:  36;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #002472 
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194  1915-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  mint  orange 

with  plenty  of  eye  appeal.  Some  faint  flecks  can  be  found  under 
low  magnification,  but  they  do  little  to  stifle  the  overall  appeal. 
PCGS  #002482 


200  1921  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  An  exceptionally  beautiful  gem.  Robust 

cartwheel  lustre  supports  rich  shades  of  fiery  orange  and  gold  on 
the  lively  surfaces  of  this  exciting  Lincoln  cent. 

PCGS  #002533 


Lustrous  Gem  1915-S  Cent 

Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


195  1915-S  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  A scarce  and  popular  San  Francisco 

Mint  Lincoln  cent  issue,  especially  in  gem  grades.  Highly  lustrous 
mint  orange  surfaces  with  mingled  wisps  of  peach,  rose,  and  faint 
violet.  An  exceptional  coin  that  is  nearly  as  bright  and  robust  as  the 
day  it  left  the  mint. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #002485 


196  1917  MS-66  FU3  (PCGS).  A satiny  blazing  gem  with  a firestorm  of 

rich  red,  crimson,  and  violet  mingling  with  intense  mint  orange. 
Simply  gorgeous. 

PCGS  #002496 


197  1919-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . A lustrous  mint  orange  specimen  just 

beginning  to  turn  deeper  and  more  robust  in  color.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date,  with  just  a hint  of  weakness  at  the  top  of  the  reverse. 
PCGS  #002521 


198  1920  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A blazing  gem.  Superb  cartwheel  lustre 

fairly  leaps  from  the  surfaces  of  this  bright  golden  red  beauty. 
PCGS  #002524 


199 


1921  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A frosty,  sparkling  gem  with  fiery 
underlying  lustre  that  ignites  the  intense  mint  orange  surfaces. 
Essentially  as  lovely  as  the  day  it  was  struck,  with  no  diminishing 
of  the  lustre  after  85  years.  Only  10  examples  of  the  date  have  been 
deemed  finer  than  the  present  beauty  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  #002533 


201 


1922  FS-013.2.  No  D.  EF-40  (NGC).  Medium  to  deep  tan 
surfaces  devoid  of  circulation  problems.  A classic  issue  long  known 
as  the  1922  “Plain”  variety,  though  it  is  nothing  more  than  the 
combination  of  a well-worn  and  heavily  polished  obverse  die  paired 
with  a new,  fresh  reverse  die;  someone  unaware  of  the  variety  would 
grade  the  obverse  here  as  G-4  to  VG-8,  while  the  reverse  would 
easily  gather  an  EF-45  or  so  grade.  One  for  the  Lincoln  special- 
ist. 


PCGS  #003285 


202  1922  FS-013.2.  No  D.  VF-35  (NGC).  Deep  olive-tan  with 

some  golden  highlights.  A highly  collectible  condition.  “We  highly 
recommend  having  variety  authenticated  by  a third  party  service,” 
reads  the  Cherrypickers’  Guide  by  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton. 

A tiny  reverse  planchet  lamination,  as  struck,  is  seen  at  the  rim  at 
7:00. 

PCGS  #003285 


203  1922  No  D.  Strong  Reverse.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Medium  to  deep 

tan.  Weak  on  the  obverse,  sharp  on  the  reverse,  just  the  way  it 
should  be. 

PCGS  #003285 


204  1924-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A satiny  specimen  with  a wealth 

of  underlying  lustre  that  supports  pale  rose  toning  highlights.  A 
pleasing  coin  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #002556 


fi 
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Gem  MS-65  RD  1926-S  10 


2 x photo 


205  1926-S  MS-65  RD  (ICG).  A lustrous  mint  orange  gem  with  a 

matte-like  appearance  and  superb  overall  eye  appeal.  The  obverse 
is  mainly  mint  orange  with  a touch  of  tan  creeping  in,  while  the 
reverse  is  fully  ablaze  with  bright  orange,  crimson,  and  pale  violet. 
Superb  quality  and  appeal. 

PCGS  #002575 


Gem  Red  1927  Cent 
Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


206  1927  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  An  incredibly  lustrous  and  satiny  gem 

with  intensely  orange  surfaces  that  display  splashes  of  deeper  orange 
and  pale  gold.  A few  faint  reverse  flecks  become  apparent  under 
magnification,  but  the  overall  unaided  eye  appeal  is  nowhere  at 
odds  with  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  24;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #002578 


207 


1927-S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS).  Rich  red-orange  color  with  some 
natural  fading.  Above  average  strike.  A nice  example  of  the  date, 
mint,  and  assigned  grade. 


PCGS  #002584 


208  1931-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A blazing  red  gem  with  bright 

golden  centers  that  give  way  to  deep,  exciting  mint  orange  on  the 
obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  a study  in  even  mint  orange  brilliance. 
A popular  low-mintage  date,  an  issue  that  saw  just  866,000  pieces 
produced;  the  only  other  date  in  the  entire  Lincoln  cent  series  with 
a regular-issue  mintage  less  than  one  million  pieces  is  the  famous 
1909-S  V.D.B.  rarity.  This  beautiful  gem  is  tied  for  finest  certified 
by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  84;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #002620 
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1931-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Blazing  mint  red  on  both  sides  with 
strong  underlying  lustre.  A pleasing  example  of  this  low-mintage 
date,  a coin  which  sits  atop  the  PCGS  Population  Report. 

PCGS  Population:  84;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #002620 


210  Denver  Mint  Lincoln  cents  certified  MS-67  RD  (PCGS):  ☆ 1940- 

D ☆ 1941-D.  Both  highly  lustrous  with  rose  and  orange  toning. 
A nicely  patched  gem  pair.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Popular  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse  Cent 
PCGS  MS-64  RD 


211  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Sparkling 

mint  orange  with  deepening  red  highlights  beginning  to  assert 
themselves  on  the  high  points.  Easily  among  the  most  famous, 
popular,  and  desirable  of  all  small  cent  issues,  1856  to  date,  especially 
when  found  with  any  red  remaining — BN  or  RB  are  the  best  most 
collectors  can  hope  for.  Some  tiny  areas  of  toning  flecks  and  traces 
of  a long-ago  fingerprint  can  be  seen  on  the  obverse,  probably 
resulting  in  the  assigned  grade — otherwise  the  surfaces  are  fairly 
mark-free.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #002827 
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Rare  1969-S  Doubled  Die  Obverse  10 
PCGS  AU-58 


2x  photo 


212  1969-S  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  AU-58  BN  (PCGS).  Deep  tan 

with  some  chocolate  brown  highlights  at  the  centers.  A prized  rar- 
ity, an  issue  that  is  infinitely  rarer  and  easily  more  desirable  than  the 
famous  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse,  though  the  fame  of  the  1969-S 
variety  has  not  yet  reached  its  peak.  Doubling  plain  at  LIBERTY, 
IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,  and  at  the  date  numerals.  The  mmtmark  is 
not  doubled,  as  it  was  added  to  the  die  afterwards;  there  is  a variety 
that  exhibits  shift  or  die  ejection  doubling,  but  there  the  S mintmark 
is  doubled  as  well.  Don’t  be  fooled  by  the  imposter,  this  one  is  the 
Real  McCoy!  In  our  recent  sale  of  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott 
Collection,  January  2006  in  Orlando  at  the  F.U.N.  convention,  we 
sold  a Net  MS-60  (ANACS),  “Unc  details.  Recolored”  example  of 
the  variety,  an  unnaturally  bright  specimen,  for  an  amazing  price 
in  excess  of  $33,000  dollars!  We  suspect  the  present  specimen,  a 
problem  free  lightly  circulated  specimen  that  has  not  been  cleaned 
to  an  unnatural  brilliance,  will  bring  a substantial  amount  in  its 
own  right.  We  reiterate,  this  is  a rare  opportunity  that  should  not 
be  missed  by  any  serious  Lincoln  cent  enthusiast. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-63  BN  fin- 
est). 

PCGS  #002921 


1 

Proof-Only  1873  Two  Cents 
Close  3 Style 


214  1873  Close  3.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  A glittering  golden  red 

specimen  with  reflective  fields  and  frosty  motifs  and  fiery  mix  of 
peach,  violet,  and  red  on  both  sides.  From  a Proof  mintage  for  the 
date  of  600  pieces  with  no  attendant  circulation  strikes  produced 
by  the  Mint  in  this,  the  terminal  date  of  the  short-lived  denomina- 
tion. The  Close  3 style,  as  here,  is  sometimes  called  the  “Original” 
issue  of  the  date.  The  additional  500  Proofs  with  Open  3,  struck 
later  in  the  year,  are  often  referred  to  as  “Restrikes.”  Housed  in  an 
old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003652 


215  1873  Close  3.  Proof-65  BN  (PCGS).  Deep  chocolate  brown 

with  underlying  mint  orange  frost  in  the  protected  areas.  A pleasing 
example  of  the  date  and  grade  combination.  Housed  in  an  old-style 
frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  Proof-66  BN). 

PCGS  #003651 


Nickel  Three-Cent  Pieces 


Two-Cent  Pieces 


Gem  Proof  1865  Nickel  3 0 


underlying  lustre  on  golden  orange  surfaces.  Nicely  struck  and 


thoroughly  appealing. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Reed  Haum  Collection,  August  1973,  Lot  496. 

PCGS  #003583 


2x  photo 


216  1865  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  gem  that  fits  all  the  criteria  for 

today’s  cameo  designation,  but  in  an  old-style  PCGS  holder,  with- 
out border  frame,  and  no  doubt  submitted  long  before  the  designa- 
tion came  into  vogue.  Heavily  frosted  motifs  contrast  sharply  with 
the  mirrored  fields.  Broadly  repunched  date  numerals,  a diagnostic 
for  all  Proofs  of  the  first  year  of  the  denomination. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #003761 
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Gem  Cameo  Proof  1865  Nickel  3£ 


217  1865  Proof-65  CAMEO  (NGC).  A splendidly  bright  and  lus- 

trous cameo  Proof  from  the  debut  year  of  Longacre’s  design  type. 
The  fields  are  a sea  of  supportive  reflectivity  for  the  heavily  frosted 
motifs,  and  the  crisply  defined  design  features  add  to  the  immense 
aesthetic  charm. 

Repunching  seen  at  date  numerals,  a noted  diagnostic  for  Proofs  of 
the  date. 

PCGS  #083761 


222  1867  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  olive-gold  with  underlying  lustre  and 

great  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  Boldly  struck  from  heavily  clashed 
dies. 

Obverse  die  crack  from  rim  at  9:00  through  the  tops  of  TATES  then 
across  the  tip  of  Liberty’s  coronet,  reverse  heavily  cracked  at  the  top  of  the 
wreath,  cuds  in  the  leaves,  a large  chip  is  about  to  fall  out  of  the  working 
die  used  to  strike  this  particular  coin. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Reed  Hawn  Collection,  August  1973,  Lot  508. 

PCGS  #003733 


Delightful  Gem  Proof  1866  Nickel  3^ 


218  1866  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  cameo  gem  that  was  graded 

early  in  the  life  of  PCGS  and  thus  is  without  its  obvious  cameo 
designation  on  the  holder.  Pale  golden  frosted  motifs  set  in  deeply 
mirrored  seas  of  faint  champagne  make  for  a pretty  coin.  Housed 
in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003762 


219  1866  Proof-64  CAM  (PCGS).  An  impressive  cameo  Proof 
with  frosty  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields.  A natural  planchet 
lamination  and  crease,  as  struck,  runs  diagonally  across  the  reverse 
denomination,  which  may  very  well  account  for  the  Proof-64  des- 
ignation. Subtract  that  natural  flaw  from  the  equation  and  you  are 
left  with  a coin  that  is  easily  gem  Proof-65  or  considerably  finer. 

PCGS  #083762 

220  1866  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  especially  frosty  and 
lustrous,  and  quite  desirable  as  being  fully  struck  (full  separation 
of  the  vertical  elements  within  the  denomination  on  the  reverse). 
The  dies  are  lightly  clashed,  providing  some  interesting  tracery 
when  viewed  under  magnification.  A handsome  and  quite  above 
average  specimen  of  this  early  date. 

PCGS  #003732 


221  1867  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  just  a hint  of  cameo 

contrast.  Pale  golden  highlights  adorn  both  sides.  Housed  in  an 
old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003763 


Splendid  Cameo  Proof  1868  Nickel  3£ 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


223  1868  Proof-65  DCAM  (PCGS).  A visually  stunning  cameo 

contrast  is  in  order  for  the  viewer.  Heavily  frosted  motifs  and  deep 
mirror  fields  glow  with  warm  champagne  iridescence.  A beautiful 
Proof  of  the  date,  a coin  that  fully  displays  the  requirements  for  a 
DCAM  nod  from  PCGS.  Simply  superb. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #093764 


224  1868  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A beautiful  gem  Proof  of  the  date  with  a 

modicum  of  attractive  cameo  contrast.  Pale  champagne  highlights 
add  life  to  the  reflective  surfaces  and  modestly  frosted  motifs. 
Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003764 


225  1869  Proof-65  DCAM  (PCGS).  An  attractive  gem  with  bril- 

liant, frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields.  Just  two  Proofs  of 
the  date  have  been  certified  finer  within  the  DCAM  category  by 
PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  Proof-66 
DCAM). 

PCGS  #093765 
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226  1869  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A thoroughly  delightful  gem  Proof  of  the 

date,  a coin  of  great  visual  character.  Frosty  motifs  and  somewhat 
satiny  fields  display  rich  rose  and  pale  golden  toning.  Housed  in 
an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003765 


Gem  Proof  1870  Nickel  30 


227  1870  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A glittering  gem  Proof  of  the  date, 

pleasing  to  examine  and  worth  a premium  bid.  Frosty  motifs  and 
somewhat  satiny  fields  combine  nicely.  Housed  in  an  old-style 
frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003766 


228  1871  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  silver  gray  specimen  with  some- 

what reflective  fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs.  A gem  Proof  1871 
nickel  three-cent  piece  that  is  tied  for  finest  certified  by  PCGS. 
PCGS  Population:  20;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #003767 


229  1871  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Incredibly  brilliant  surfaces  with  a whis- 

per of  pale  gold  on  the  satiny  motifs  and  mirrored  fields.  Housed 
in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003767 


230  1872  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Nicely  frosted  design  elements  and  reflec- 

tive fields  exhibit  warm  golden  highlights.  Housed  in  an  old-style 
frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003768 


231  1873  Close  3.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Frosted  motifs  and  a deeply 

mirrored  field  form  a pleasing  obverse  cameo,  while  the  reverse 


shows  less  cameo  contrast  but  strong  details  nonetheless.  Housed 
in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003769 


232  1874  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A gorgeous  little  gem  with  frosty  motifs 

and  mirror  fields  that  glow  with  rich  rose  and  medium  golden 
iridescence.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003770 


233  1875  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Largely  lustrous  with  a nuance  of  frost  on 

the  devices  and  a hint  of  faint  rose  toning  here  and  there.  Housed 
in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003771 


234  1876  Proof-65  (PCGS)  . A frosty  cameo  gem  Proof,  though  such 

is  not  noted  on  the  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder.  A whisper  of 
gold  heightens  the  cameo  effect. 

PCGS  #003772 


Gem  Proof-Only  1877  Nickel  30 


235  1877  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A delightfully  gorgeous  gem  Proof  of  the 

date,  one  of  somewhat  more  than  510  such  coins  struck  without 
attendant  circulation  strike  issues.  Frosty  devices  contrast  serenely 
with  mirrored  fields.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS 
holder. 

PCGS  #003773 


236 


1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A popular  issue  that  saw  a distribution 
of  2,350  pieces  in  the  Proof  format  with  no  circulation  strikes 
produced.  Swirling  cartwheel  lustre  enlivens  the  pale  golden  frosty 
devices  and  reflective  fields.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS 
holder. 

PCGS  #003774 
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237  1879  Proof-66  CAM  (PCGS).  Lightly  frosted  motifs  and  mir- 

rored, somewhat  satiny  fields  and  faint  champagne  iridescence. 
PCGS  #083775 


238  1879  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem.  Pale  rose  and  gold  glow 
warmly  on  the  frosty  surfaces;  the  fields  are  more  satiny  than  reflec- 
tive. Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003775 

239  1880  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A gorgeous  Proof  with  frosted  motifs 
and  reflective  fields. 

PCGS  #003776 


240  1880  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Pale  lilac  and  gold  highlights  on  frosty 

motifs  and  reflective  fields.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS 
holder. 

PCGS  #003776 


241  1880  Proof-65  (PCGS) . A satiny  golden  gray  gem  with  faint  rose 
and  olive  highlights. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  New 
England  Rare  Coin  Auctions’  sale  of  November  1977,  Lot  171. 

PCGS  #003776 

242  1881  Proof-66  CAMEO  (NGC).  A startling  cameo  Proof  with 
heavily  frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields.  The  cameo 
contrast  is  exceptional. 

PCGS  #083777 

243  1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  a high  degree  of  lustre 
on  frosty  motifs  and  lightly  mirrored  fields.  Rich  golden  iridescence 
covers  the  reverse. 

PCGS  #003777 


244  1881  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  faint  champagne 

highlights  and  a modest  degree  of  cameo  contrast.  Housed  in  an 
old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003777 
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245  1882  Proof-67  CAM  (PCGS).  A lovely  Cameo  gem  in  all  regards. 

The  heavily  frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields  are  splashed 
with  a nuance  of  faint  rose  and  champagne.  A delightful  coin  with 
a cameo  contrast  that  is  unyielding  in  its  boldness. 

PCGS  Population:  46;  4 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  CAM 
finest). 

PCGS  #083778 


246  1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  Proofwith  lightly  reflective  fields 

and  frosted  motifs  that  display  rich  sky  blue  and  delightful  golden 
toning.  A few  reverse  flecks  are  noted  for  accuracy. 

PCGS  #003778 


247 


1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  Proofwith  pale  golden  ton- 
ing highlights.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 
PCGS  #003778 


248  1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Somewhat  frosty  motifs  and  reflective  fields 

form  a light  yet  pleasing  cameo  contrast. 

PCGS  #003778 


249  1883  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields.  A hint 

of  gold  at  the  bottom  of  the  obverse,  rich  rose  iridescence  on  the 
reverse. 

PCGS  #003779 


250  1883  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  delightful  cartwheel 

lustre.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003779 


251  1883  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A sparkling  Proof.  Iridescent  silver  gray 
with  pale  rose  and  gold  highlights. 

PCGS  #003779 

252  1884  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Faintly  frosted  motifs  and  satiny,  some- 
what reflective  fields  display  faint  champagne  toning. 

PCGS  #003780 
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253  1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A simply  gorgeous  satiny  gem  Proof  of 

the  date,  a coin  that  holds  up  well  to  careful  scrutiny.  Housed  in 
an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003780 


Ta 


260  1888  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A pale  golden  gray  gem  Proof  with  rich 

lustre  and  grand  eye  appeal.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS 
holder. 

PCGS  #003785 


254 


1885  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Silky  devices  and  satiny  fields  with  eye 
appeal  aplenty.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 
PCGS  #003781 


255  1885  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  beauty  with  robust  lustre,  faintly 

frosted  motifs,  and  highly  reflective  fields.  A dash  of  faint  rose  and 
gold  gathers  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  #003781 


261 


1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  and  satiny  fields  graced 
with  a hint  of  pale  champagne.  From  the  final  year  of  the  design 
type.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 


PCGS  #003786 


Silver  Three-Cent  Pieces 

All  silver  three-cent  photographs  are  2x. 


256  1886  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Satiny,  lightly  frosted  motifs  and  mirror 

fields  highlighted  by  faint  rose  iridescence. 

PCGS  #003782 


257  1886  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  golden  gray  example  of  this 

popular  Proof-only  date.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS 
holder. 

PCGS  #003782 


262 


1851  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  lustrous  gem  example  from  the 
inaugural  year  of  the  silver  three-cent  series,  a richly  toned  gem 
with  splashes  of  blue,  rose,  and  varied  golden  hues  on  both  sides. 
PCGS  #003664 


258  1887/6  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Frosted  motifs  and  satiny  fields  with 

pale  golden  highlights.  Full  underlying  6 plainly  visible.  Housed 
in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003784 


259  1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Rich  underlying  lustre  supports  frosty 

motifs  and  satiny  fields.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS 
holder. 

PCGS  #003783 


263  1851  MS-66  (NGC).  A highly  lustrous  gem  with  rich  gold  and  pale 

olive  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Some  striking  weakness  is  present, 
not  unusual  for  this  date. 

PCGS  #003664 
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Richly  Toned  Proof  1858  Silver  3 0 


264  1858  Proof-65  (NGC).  A richly  toned  gem  Proof  of  the  date  with 

a bright  array  of  blue  and  rose  on  the  obverse,  and  with  electric  blue 
and  pale  violet  bull’s  eye  toning  on  the  reverse.  Today’s  conventional 
wisdom  suggests  an  estimated  Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of 300  or 
so  pieces,  though  past  generations  of  collectors  thought  thatjust  80 
pieces  had  been  produced.  Still,  a scarce  issue  in  gem  Proof,  and 
worthy  of  a solid  bid. 

PCGS  #003705 


265  1859  MS-65  (PCGS).  A colorful  gem  Mint  State  example  from 

the  first  year  of  Type  III  silver  three-cent  coinage.  Strong  underlying 
lustre  supports  dappled  iridescent  gold,  red,  and  fiery  blue  toning. 
Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003677 

Briskly  Toned  Gem  Proof  1860  Silver  30 


266  1860  Proof-66  (NGC).  A highly  reflective  gem  with  steel  gray 

surfaces  that  display  bursts  of  bright  electric  blue  and  deep  rose  on 
the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  as  fully  brilliant  as  the  day  it  was 
struck.  A tiny  gem  with  a lot  of  eye  appeal. 

NGC  Census:  3;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68). 

PCGS  #003709 


267  1861  Proof-64  CAM  (PCGS).  A medium  silver  gray  specimen 

with  pale  golden  highlights,  frosted  motifs,  and  mirrored  fields. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  CAM 
finest). 

PCGS  #083710 


268  1861  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem,  sharply  struck  from  clashed 

dies,  and  with  rich  blue,  sea  green,  and  violet  toning  mingled  with 
satiny  mint  brilliance  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  #003679 


269  1861  MS-62  (PCGS) . Incredible  rainbow  toning — choose  a color 

and  it’s  there.  Nicely  struck  and  delightfully  lustrous,  with  a few 
tiny  reverse  digs  accounting  for  the  grade. 

Accompanied  by  an  old  Stack’s  envelope,  with  a hand-written  nota- 
tion denoting  their  sale  of  December  20,  1952,  though  no  lot  number  is 
indicated.  A little  bit  of  good,  old-fashioned  auction  catalogue  detective 
work  should  solve  the  mystery  for  the  next  owner. 

PCGS  #003679 


270  1862  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty,  lustrous  gem  with  rich  gold  and 

sea  green  toning  on  the  obverse,  and  with  pale  rose  iridescence  on 
the  reverse.  Sharp  and  appealing. 

PCGS  #003680 


271  1863  Proof-64  CAM  (PCGS).  An  impressive  cameo  Proof  that 

approaches  gem  quality  in  all  regards.  The  central  devices  are  frosted 
and  the  fields  are  mirrored,  while  faint  gold  and  rose  iridescence 
completes  the  pretty  picture. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  7 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  CAM 
finest). 

PCGS  #083712 
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272  1863  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Deeply  mirrored  with  splashes  of  chest- 

nut and  deep  gold  on  both  sides.  One  of  460  Proofs  struck,  the 
lowest  Proof  mintage  figure  in  the  design  type  after  1858. 

PCGS  #003712 


273  1864  MS-66  (NGC)  . An  intensely  toned  gem  from  a circulation 

strike  mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  12,000  pieces.  Deep  blue  mingles 
with  lilac  and  indigo,  though  a hint  here  and  there  of  mint  brilliance 
shows  through  on  the  obverse  legends. 

PCGS  #003684 

Colorful  Gem  Proof  1866  Silver  30 


274  1866  Proof-66  CAM  (PCGS).  An  impressive  cameo  gem  with 

richly  frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields.  The  obverse  offers 
a scintillating  display  of  deep  and  fiery  gold,  crimson,  pale  blue, 
and  warm  sea  green,  while  the  reverse  gives  itself  over  to  faint 
champagne  with  deepening  gold  and  electric  blue. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #083716 


275  1871  MS-67  (NGC).  A gem  example  of  a date  that  saw  a circula- 

tion strike  production  run  ofjust  3,400  pieces.  Heavily  prooflike 
in  appearance  with  rich  pale  electric  blue  and  gold  highlights  on 
both  sides.  NGC  has  deemed  very  few  examples  of  the  date  to  be 
finer  than  that  presently  offered. 

NGC  Census;  22;  4 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-68^  finest). 

PCGS  #003692 


276  1873  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A Proof-only  rarity  from  the  terminal 

date  of  the  denomination  in  silver,  one  ofjust  600  Proofs  struck.  A 
sharp  and  appealing  Proof,  richly  toned,  a lovely  gem  with  cameo 
details  though  such  information  is  not  forthcoming  on  the  holder. 
Deep  gold  with  electric  blue  and  sea  green  on  the  obverse,  with 
rich  violet  and  electric  blue  on  the  reverse. 

PCGS  #003724 


Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1866  Shield  50 


2x  photo 

277  1866  Rays.  Proof-66  CAM  (PCGS) . A pale  champagne  gem  with 


deeply  mirrored  fields  and  delightfully  frosted  motifs.  Sharp  and  ap- 
pealing, a lovely  gem  Proof  from  the  first  year  of  the  nickel-five-cent 
denomination.  From  a reported  mintage  of  somewhat  more  than 
200  pieces,  though  no  accurate  number  of  Proofs  minted  has  been 
pinpointed  thus  far.  An  exceptional  gem  in  all  regards,  and  among 
the  finest  Proofs  of  the  date  designated  as  CAM  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  29;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-67 
CAM). 

Tiny  obverse  centering  dot  at  top  of  central  vertical  shield  stripe,  match- 
ing centering  dot  on  reversejust  below  upper  side  ofinner  loop  of  5. 

PCGS  #083817 


278  1866  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty  and  lustrous  pale  golden 

specimen.  Nicely  struck.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS 
holder. 

PCGS  #003790 
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279  1866  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny,  lustrous  specimen.  Some 

striking  weakness  present. 

PCGS  #003790 


280  1874  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A pleasing  mix  of  surface  textures, 

somewhere  between  satiny  and  reflective,  with  some  pale  golden 
highlights  on  both  sides.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS 
holder. 

PCGS  #003828 

Popular  Proof-Only  1877  Shield  50 


281  1877  Proof-65  (PCGS)  . A sparkling  gem  with  frosty  motifs,  mir- 

ror fields,  and  a hint  of  rich  champagne  iridescence.  One  of  slightly 
more  than  510  Proofs  of  the  date  produced  and  sold  to  collectors; 
no  nickel  five-cent  pieces  of  the  date  were  struck  for  circulation. 
Housed  in  an  old-style  ffameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003831 


282  1878  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Another  popular  Proof-only  date  in  the 

Shield  nickel  series,  struck  to  the  tune  of 2,350  pieces  without  ad- 
ditional coins  for  circulation.  Satiny  surfaces  with  a high  degree  of 
lustre  and  creamy  golden  toning  highlights.  Housed  in  an  old-style 
frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003832 


283  1879/8  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  smoky  golden  surfaces  with  a 

hint  of  olive  toning.  A popular  if  somewhat  controversial  overdate, 
though  something  is  definitely  “going  on”  behind  the  existing  9 in 
the  date;  perhaps  it’s  an  underlying  8 or  perhaps  it’s  a repunched 
9.  Diagnostic  spur  upward  from  upper  right  edge  of  ball  at  base  of 
shield.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003834 


284  1881  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Glistening  reflective  fields  support  lightly 

frosted  motifs  and  pale  golden  highlights.  Housed  in  an  old-style 
frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003836 


285  1881  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  pale  champagne 

toning  on  both  sides.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #003811 


286  1883  Shield.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A glittering  gem  Proof  from  the 

final  year  of  Shield  nickel  coinage.  Mirror  fields  and  frosted  motifs 
glow  with  pale  olive-gold  toning  highlights. 

PCGS  #003838 


287  1883  Shield.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  attractive  gem  Proof  from 
the  final  year  of  Shield  nickel  coinage.  Satiny  reflective  fields  and 
lightly  textured  devices  display  faint  golden  toning  and  a fleeting 
dash  of  rainbow  iridescence.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless 
PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003838 

288  1883  Shield.  Proof-65  (NGC).  A glittering  silver  gray  Proof 
from  the  final  year  of  the  Shield  nickel  design  type.  Lightly  frosted 
motifs  and  mirrored  fields  display  faint  rose  iridescence. 

PCGS  #003813 
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The  Spectacular  Dale  Friend  Collection 
of  Mint  State  Liberty  Nickels 


Exceptional  Gem  Uncirculated  1883  No  CENTS  50 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


289  1883  No  CENTS.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  exquisite 

eye  appeal,  and  with  pale  sky  blue  centers  that  give  way  to  bright 
golden  halos  at  the  rims.  Nicely  struck  in  all  areas  save  for  a hint  of 
weakness  at  the  bottom  of  the  reverse  wreath,  though  much  detail 
is  there  nonetheless.  A handsome  specimen  that  deserves  PCGS’s 
accolades.  In  over  a decade  of  searching,  our  consignor  selected 
this  piece  for  his  collection  over  approximately  10  other  examples 
graded  MS-67,  as  he  felt  that  this  piece  offered  the  finest  aesthetic 
appeal. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  none  finer. 

Struck  from  heavily  cracked  dies  with  peripheral  cracks,  quite  heavy  in 
places,  seen  on  both  sides  throughout  the  devices. 

From  the  Dak  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003841 


Satiny  Gem  Uncirculated  1884  Nickel 
Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


291  1884  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  Mint  State  1884  nickel  with 

strong  lustre  and  rich  golden  highlights  on  both  sides.  Sharply 
struck  and  blemish-free,  easily  worthy  of  the  assigned  grade.  No 
doubt  the  delightful  eye  appeal  of  this  gem  impressed  the  graders 
at  PCGS.  A grand  opportunity. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003845 


Finest  PCGS-Certified  1883  With  CENTS  50 

PCGS  MS-67,  Sole  Specimen  at  the  Grade 


290  1883  With  CENTS.  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  incredibly  lustrous 

pale  champagne  gem,  a beauty  with  frosty  surfaces  and  a strike 
that,  while  not  100%  full,  is  sharp  enough  for  the  date  and  type  to 
warrant  our  mention.  A gem  that  stands  up  well  to  critical  scrutiny 
and  prolonged  examination.  Indeed,  the  closer  you  look  the  more 
enthralled  you’ll  become.  Small  wonder  PCGS  has  certified  only 
the  present  coin  at  MS-67,  with  no  peers  or  none  graded  finer. 
A truly  remarkable  Liberty  nickel  from  the  first  year,  but  second 
design  type,  of  the  series. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003844 


Gem  Uncirculated  1885  Liberty  Nickel 

Tied  for  Finest  Seen  by  PCGS 


292  1885  MS-67  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  strong  lustre  in  bright 

cartwheel  splendor  beneath  rich  gold  and  pale  blue  iridescence. 
This  sharply  struck  beauty  exhibits  every  tiny  nuance  ot  Barber’s 
design  type,  right  down  to  the  individual  corn  kernels  in  the  reverse 
wreath.  Far  and  away  the  most  important  regular-issue  rarity  in  the 
Liberty  nickel  series,  perhaps  even  within  the  entire  nickel  five- 
cents  denomination,  1866  to  date.  Eagerly  sought  in  all  grades,  with 
Mint  State  pieces  in  incredible  demand  when  compared  to  the  tiny 
supply  available.  Countless  complete  Liberty  nickel  collections  are 
filled  with  beautiful  Mint  State  examples  of  all  the  dates,  but  contain 
a Proof  1885  owing  to  the  great  rarity  of  the  date  in  Uncirculated 
grades.  To  top  it  off,  the  present  coin  is  one  ofjust  two  examples 
of  the  date  called  MS-67  by  PCGS,  with  none  graded  finer.  Our 
consignor  has  seen  the  other  example,  and  according  to  him  the 
present  example  is  superior  for  the  aesthetic  appeal  that  comes  from 
its  toning.  Absolutely  essential  if  you  are  seeking  the  finest  known 
Liberty  nickels  for  your  collection!  A truly  incredible  opportunity 
presents  itself  when  this  coin  crosses  the  auction  block,  and  we 
expect  that  advanced  specialists  will  take  advantage. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003846 
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Gem  Mint  State  1886  Liberty  50 


293  1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  golden  gray  specimen  of  the  sec- 

ond most  important  key  date  in  the  series,  one  that  takes  a back 
seat  to  just  the  1885  for  desirability  in  gem  Uncirculated  grades.  A 
mix  of  gold,  rose,  and  faint  sky  blue  pastel  iridescence  graces  both 
sides  of  this  sharply  struck  nickel.  A tiny  planchet  flaw,  as  struck, 
is  noted  at  the  obverse  rim  at  3:00,  and  some  minuscule  flecks  can 
be  seen  under  low  magnification,  mentioned  here  for  accuracy  as 
the  unaided  eye  will  almost  certainly  glance  right  over  them. 

PCGS  Population:  28;  3 finer  (all  MS-66). 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003847 


Frosty  Gem  1888  Liberty  Nickel 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


Gem  1889  Nickel 


2 x photo 


295  1888  MS-66  (PCGS).  A nicely  struck  satiny  gem  with  warm 

underlying  lustre  and  rich  gold  and  peach  hues,  especially  on  the 
reverse.  An  essentially  flawless  gem  with  a few  faint  reverse  flecks 
noted  for  accuracy.  Among  the  finest  half  dozen  circulation  strikes 
of  the  date  seen  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003849 


296  1889  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  example  with  strong  cart- 

wheel lustre  on  both  sides.  Slight  gold  toning  on  the  reverse,  while 
the  obverse  is  somewhat  striated  coppery  orange  and  silver  gray. 
Nicely  struck,  with  good  central  detail  in  the  hair  curls  as  well  as 
the  wreath,  and  all  star  centers  are  sharp.  Spidery  die  cracks  connect 
all  stars.  A rather  rare  coin  in  higher  Mint  State  grades,  with  only 
eight  pieces  graded  finer  by  PCGS. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003850 


Lustrous  Gem  Mint  State  1887  Liberty  50 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


294 


1887  MS-66  (PCGS).  A visually  imposing  gem,  bright  and 
lustrous  with  rich  golden  toning  on  frosty  surfaces.  The  strike  is 
above  average  for  the  date — not  100%  full,  but  near  enough  for 
mention — and  the  eye  appeal  alone  is  enough  to  propel  this  into 
the  top  ranks  of  the  date. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003848 
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Lustrous  Gem  Uncirculated  1890  Liberty  50 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


Incredibly  Lustrous  Gem  1892  Liberty  50 


^Hi££.TT  ■ 2x  photo 

1892  MS-66  (PCGS).  A blazingly  lustrous  gem  Mint  State  1892 
Liberty  nickel,  not  a rarity  as  a date,  but  a condition  rarity  in  the  truest 
meaning  of  the  term — no  example  of  the  date  has  been  graded  finer 
than  the  presently  offered  gem  by  PCGS.  Sharp  and  appealing  with 
full  detail  in  all  places,  and  with  a warm  glow  of  faint  champagne 
that  adds  to  the  overall  eye  appeal.  A beautiful  gem  Uncirculated 
Liberty  nickel. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003853 


2 x photo  ^ 

297  1890  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  broadly  sweeping  lustre 

that  supports  rich  golden  highlights  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck 
with  a wealth  of  eye  appeal  similar  to  the  majority  of  Liberty  nickels 
in  this  great  collection.  Not  a great  rarity  by  any  means,  but  incred- 
ibly scarce  at  the  gem  MS-66  grade  level.  Worthy  of  a premium 


PCGS  Population:  9;  none  finer. 
From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 
PCGS  #003851 


Sparkling  Gem  1893  Liberty  50 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


Flashy  Gem  Mint  State  1891  Nickel 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 
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2x  photo 


2x  photo 


298  1891  MS-66  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  gem  with  a whisper  of 

pale  gold  on  its  frosty  surfaces.  The  strike  is  crisp  and  bold  in  all 
places  except  in  the  reverse  wreath  above  CE  in  CENTS,  an  area 
that  is  nearly  always  flat  for  the  date.  One  glimpse  will  convince 
you  the  present  gem  belongs  among  the  finest  examples  of  the  date 
seen  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003852 


300  1893  MS-66  (PCGS).  A sparkling  golden  gray  specimen  with 

richer  golden  highlights  here  and  there  at  the  rims.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date,  with  eye  appeal  that  certainly  fits  the  assigned  grade. 
Another  lovely  gem  from  the  Friend  Collection.  If  you  seek  the 
finest  Liberty  nickels  currently  known,  the  present  specimen  should 
be  right  up  your  alley. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003854 
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Lustrous  Gem  Mint  State  1894  Nickel 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  at  PCGS 


2x  photo  i 

301  1894  MS-66  (PCGS)  . An  incredibly  lustrous  gem,  a “flashy”  coin 


in  today’s  parlance.  Beautifi.il  with  unyielding  eye  appeal  and  visual 
sharpness,  a coin  of  apparent  gem  quality.  An  interesting  variety 
with  repunching  at  the  base  of  the  1 in  the  date,  and  with  a solid, 
raised  vertical  die  line  in  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  bun.  Tied  for  finest 
example  of  the  date  graded  by  PCGS  and  destined  for  an  award- 
winning  collection  of  Liberty  nickels. 

PCGS  Population:  18;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003855 

Satiny  Gem  Mint  State  1895  Nickel 

Among  Six  Finest  of  the  Date  Certified  by  PCGS 


302  1895  MS-66  (PCGS).  A sharp  and  satiny  gem  with  heavily  frosted 

surfaces  that  display  an  even  sheen  of  rich  peach  and  gold.  Careful 
examination  reveals  essentially  flawless  surfaces  and  boldly  struck 
design  elements.  Every  bit  the  gem  the  holder  decrees,  and  easily 
worthy  of  “finest  certified”  honors  from  PCGS — no  example  of 
the  date  has  been  graded  finer,  and  this  is  the  finest  example  that 
Our  consignor  could  find  in  a dozen  years  of  searching. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003856 


Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1896  Nickel 

Among  Five  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


2x  photo 


303  1896  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  impressive  gem  Uncirculated  1896 

Liberty  nickel,  with  eye  appeal  that  goes  above  and  beyond  the 
assigned  grade.  Broadly  ranging  cartwheel  lustre  supports  nice 
golden  toning.  Some  die  stress  has  left  tell-tale  “orange-peel” 
surface  anomalies  in  places,  but  the  overall  appeal  is  substantially 
that  of  true  gem  quality.  Accordingly,  PCGS  has  certified  the  pres- 
ent gem  and  only  four  others  like  it  at  the  MS-66  level,  with  none 
finer.  Second  only  to  the  1886,  the  1896  nickel  is  the  toughest  to 
find  in  “true  MS-66,”  according  to  Mr.  Friend  who  focused  12 
years  of  attention  to  building  this  spectacular  set. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003857 


Lustrous  Gem  Uncirculated  1897  Nickel 


304  1897  MS-66  (PCGS).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  is  the  order  of  the 

day  for  this  bright  and  satiny  gem  Liberty  nickel.  A nuance  of  faint 
champagne  and  gold  graces  both  sides  of  this  lovely  gem.  Nicely 
struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies,  a state  not  often  encountered  in 
the  Liberty  nickel  series. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003858 
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Satiny  Gem  Uncirculated  1898  Liberty  50 
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1898  MS-66  (PCGS).  Broadly  sweeping  cartwheel  lustre  high- 
lights the  pale  lilac-gray  surfaces  of  this  satiny  gem.  Top  of  1 in 
date  broadly  repunched.  Nicely  struck,  certainly  as  fine  as  can  be 
found  for  most  dates  in  the  Liberty  nickel  series.  An  enticing  gem 
with  impressive  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003859 


Gem  Mint  State  1899  Liberty  Nickel 
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1899  MS-66  (PCGS).  Impressive  cartwheel  lustre  and  faint  cham- 
pagne highlights  grace  the  satiny  gem  surfaces.  Boldly  struck,  with 
even  the  tiniest  of  details  crisply  represented.  Undeniably  of  gem 
quality  in  all  respects. 

PCGS  Population:  45;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003860 


Satiny  Gem  Uncirculated  1900  Liberty  50 
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307  1900  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bold  underlying  lustre  supports  faint  hlac 

and  champagne  highlights  on  both  sides  of  this  satiny  gem.  A pleas- 
ing coin  aesthetically  and  physically. 

PCGS  Population:  32;  5 finer  (all  MS-67). 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003861 
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Lustrous  Gem  1901  Liberty  Nickel 
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308  1901  MS-66  (PCGS).  Another  frosty,  lustrous  gem  from  the 

Friend  Collection,  this  with  pale  rose,  champagne,  and  faint  sky 
blue  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with 
much  of  the  details  present  in  all  places. 

PCGS  Population:  32;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003862 


r,--. 


309  1902  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  and  highly  lustrous  gem  with  rich 

golden  iridescence  present  in  a fiery  display  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  Population:  36;  3 finer  (all  MS-67). 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003863 
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1903  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  splashes  of  warm 
champagne  iridescence  at  Liberty’s  portrait.  A satiny  gem. 

PCGS  Population:  62;  2 finer  (both  MS-67). 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003864 


Lively  Gem  Mint  State  1904  Liberty  50 

None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


■‘tc 


1904  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  broadly  sweeping  cart- 
wheel lustre  that  exudes  eye  appeal.  Splashes  of  rich  gold,  sky  blue, 
and  rose  come  to  life  on  the  pleasing  gem  surfaces. 

PCGS  Population:  50;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003865 
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Frosty  Gem  Uncirculated  1905  Nickel 

None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


312  1905  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  silver  gray  with  a nu- 

ance offaint  champagne  and  pale  sky  blue.  Just  one  of  many  nicely 
struck  gems  hand-selected  for  inclusion  in  the  Friend  Collection; 
careful  selection  definitely  pays  off! 

PCGS  Population:  54;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003866 


Gorgeous  Gem  1908  Liberty  Nickel 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


315  1908  MS-66  (PCGS).  A sharply  struck  and  highly  lustrous  gem 

with  satiny  surfaces  that  display  a wealth  of  rose  toning  highlights. 
A pleasing  gem  that  deserves  the  MS-66  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003869 


Richly  Toned  Gem  1906  Liberty  50 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


313  1906  MS-66  (PCGS).  Broad,  effusive  cartwheel  lustre  erupts 

beneath  varied  pastel  hues  of  gold,  rose,  peach,  and  pale  blue. 
Physically  and  aesthetically  equal  to  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003867 

Attractively  Toned  Gem  1907  Liberty  50 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


314  1907  MS-66  (PCGS).  Robust  cartwheel  lustre  supports  rich  peach, 

faint  sea  green,  gold,  and  pale  rose  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Yet 
another  sparkling  gem,  a coin  that  upholds  the  overall  integrity  of 
the  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  Population:  17;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003868 


Frosty  Gem  1909  Liberty  50 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


316  1909  MS-66  (PCGS).  Robust  underlying  lustre  supports  warm 

golden  toning  on  both  sides.  The  strike  is  quite  sharp  for  the  date, 
with  virtually  all  design  elements  present.  A popular  date  with  a 
relatively  low  mintage  ofjust  under  11.6  million  pieces;  one  must 
go  as  far  back  in  the  series  as  1896  or  jump  ahead  to  the  1912-D 
and  1912— S issues  to  find  a mintage  figure  smaller  than  the  1909. 

PCGS  Population:  20;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003870 

Satiny  Gem  Mint  State  1910  Nickel 


317  1910  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  faint  rose  and  champagne 

highlights  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003871 
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Frosty  Golden  Gem  1911  Liberty  50 


318  1911  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brisk  underlying  lustre  supports  rich  gold 

and  faint  olive  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Another  hand-selected 
beauty  that  deserves  careful  bidding  attention. 

PCGS  Population:  24;  2 (both  MS-67). 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003872 


Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1912  Liberty  50 

Tied  for  Finest  Seen  by  PCGS 


319 


1912  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  broadly  sweeping  lustre 
that  adds  greatly  to  the  eye  appeal.  A blend  of  warm  rose  mixes 
succinctly  with  rich  peach  and  champagne  iridescence  on  both  sides. 
Tied  with  a dozen  other  examples  of  the  date  certified  MS-66  by 
PCGS,  with  none  finer. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003873 


Gem  1912-D  Nickel 


320  1912-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  impressive  example  of  this  rare 

nickel.  Sharply  struck,  with  strong  lustre  and  nice  eye  appeal.  The 
surfaces  exhibit  soft  rose  and  pale  blue  over  rich  golden  gray  on 
the  obverse,  with  the  reverse  being  a warm  champagne  tone.  The 
grade  here  offered  is  as  nice  as  one  can  hope  for  in  a PCGS  holder, 
with  a mere  two  dozen  pieces  graded  at  this  level  and  none  finer. 
When  strike  is  considered  in  addition  to  grade,  this  piece  moves  to 
the  top  of  the  list.  This  date  is  generally  found  softly  struck,  and  this 
sharply  executed  example  is  a true  rarity.  An  important  high-grade 
Liberty  Nickel  from  the  All  Time  Finest  PCGS  Registry  set,  and 
suitable  for  any  superb  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  24;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003874 


Important  Gem  Uncirculated  1912-S  Liberty  50 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


321  1912-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Pale  gold  and  other  faint  pastel  hues 

gather  on  both  sides  of  this  attractive  gem  Uncirculated  Liberty 
nickel  from  the  first  year  of  branch  mint  coinage  in  the  series.  The 
lustre  here  is  creamy  and  subdued,  as  is  virtually  always  seen  for  the 
date;  if  you  are  looking  for  bold,  lively  lustre,  the  1912-S  Liberty 
nickel  is  not  the  date  for  you.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you  are  looking 
for  a rare  key  date  that  never  loses  its  desirability,  then  the  1912-S 
Liberty  nickel  should  suit  your  purposes  very  well.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date,  with  virtually  all  details  present  on  both  sides.  The  only 
regular-issue  date  in  the  series  with  a mintage  below  one  million 
pieces,  in  this  case  some  238,000  pieces  were  struck.  Though  the 
PCGS  population  reports  indicated  eight  pieces  at  this  grade,  Dale 
Friend  has  been  able  to  confirm  fewer  than  five  different  examples, 
with  only  one  of  these  exceeding  this  specimen  in  overall  quality.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  the  previous  Number  One  PCGS  Registry 
Set  had  only  a MS-65  example  of  this  date. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  none  finer. 

An  interesting  obverse  die  crack  begins  at  the  dentils  between  the  final 
star  and  the  2 in  the  date,  jetting  outward  on  a diagonal  into  the  field;  another 
die  crack  begins  at  the  dentils  and  extends  to  the  tip  of  Liberty’s  bust,  then 
runs  upward  along  the  line  of  her  neck.  Other  tiny  die  cracks  can  be  seen 
from  the  dentils  into  the  field  on  both  sides. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003875 
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322  1883  No  CENTS.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A glittering  gem  Proof 

from  the  first  year — and  first  design  type — of  Liberty  nickel  coinage. 
Faint  golden  highlights  against  a modest  cameo  backdrop.  Housed 
in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003878 


323  1883  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem.  Satiny  surfaces 
display  rich  lustre  with  swirling  intensity  that  supports  bright  gold 
and  pale  blue  toning  highlights. 

PCGS  #003841 

324  1883  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lustrous  specimen,  with 
light  golden  toning,  of  one  of  the  great  “story  coins”  of  the  late 
19th  century.  Enough  were  saved  that  examples  such  as  this,  in 
superb  Mint  State,  are  quite  affordable. 

PCGS  #003841 


325  1883  With  CENTS.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning 
graces  both  sides  of  this  gem  Proof  from  the  first  year  of  the  series 
and  the  second  type  of  the  year;  CENTS  was  added  to  the  reverse 
design  after  the  first  type,  without  CENTS,  proved  useful  to  con 
artists.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003881 

326  1884  Proof-65  CAM  (PCGS).  A delightful  cameo  gem  with 
frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields  that  display  a wealth  of  deepening 
golden  highlights.  Sharp  and  appealing. 

PCGS  #083882 


327  1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A wealth  of  varied  golden  hues  graces 

the  frosted  devices  and  satiny  fields  of  this  attractive  gem  Proof 
Liberty  nickel.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 
PCGS  #003882 


328  1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  A sharp  and  satiny  gem  Liberty  nickel  from 

the  second  year  of  the  series.  Pale  champagne  highlights  roll  nicely 
across  highly  lustrous  surfaces. 

PCGS  #003845 


329  1885  Proof-65  CAM  (PCGS).  A delightful  gem  cameo  Proof 

of  a notable  key  date  that  is  prohibitively  scarce  in  gem  Mint  State 
grades;  generations  of  serious  collectors  have  relied  on  Proofs  of 
the  date  to  finish  high-grade  Liberty  nickel  sets.  Pale  gold  mingles 
with  faint  rose  and  sky  blue  iridescence  on  the  heavily  mirrored 
fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs. 

PCGS  #083883 


330 


Gem  Proof  1885  Liberty  Nickel 


1885  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Sparkling  peach  and  gold  highlights  on 
reflective  fields  and  frosty  motifs.  Not  rare  as  a Proof  in  any  tradi- 
tional sense  of  the  word,  but  a date  that  draws  considerable  interest 
in  gem  Proof  grades  owing  to  the  great  rarity  of  its  circulation  strike 
counterpart.  Many  specialists  choose,  or  settle  for,  a Proof  of  the 
date  to  complete  their  set.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS 
holder. 

PCGS  #003883 
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Satiny  Gem  Uncirculated  1885  Liberty  50 
Important  Key  Date 


Dale  Friend’s  “Other”  Specimen 


331  1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lively  underlying  cartwheel  lustre  supports 

a wealth  of  rich  champagne  and  varied  golden  hues.  An  impressive 
gem  Uncirculated  example  of  this  rare  and  desirable  key  date.  Take 
a good,  long  look  at  this  one,  for  it  is  easily  as  fine  as  any  example 
of  the  date  currently  housed  in  an  MS-65  holder  from  any  leading 
third-party  grading  service. 

PCGS  Population:  28;  15  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003846 


332  1886  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  with  lightly  frosted 
devices  and  highly  reflective  fields.  Pale  golden  hues  add  consid- 
erably to  the  overall  eye  appeal.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless 
PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003884 

333  Trio  of  Liberty  nickels  grading  Proof-64  (PCGS):  ☆ 1887. 
Reflective  with  gold  and  orange-gold  highlights  on  both  surfaces 
☆ 1890.  Reflective  surfaces  with  lovely  rose-gold  on  the  obverse, 
the  reverse  with  rose-gold,  sky  blue,  and  violet  highlights.  ☆ 1891. 
Reflective  orange -gold  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

Flashy  Gem  Uncirculated  1887  Liberty  Five  Cents 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


334  1887  MS-66  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  and  largely  brilliant 

gem  with  a splash  of  rich  golden  toning  in  Miss  Liberty’s  tresses. 
A sharply  struck  gem  that  easily  lives  up  to  the  assigned  grade.  A 
popular  early  date  at  the  top  of  the  preservation  heap. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003848 


335  Pair  of  Liberty  nickels  graded  MS-64  (PCGS):  ☆ 1887.  Olive 
gray  with  some  faint  rose  overtones  ☆ 1888.  Delicate  rainbow  iri- 
descence on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  mostly  sunset  orange 
with  rainbow  highlights.  A small  obverse  planchet  flake  is  noted, 
as  made.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

336  Pair  of  Liberty  nickels  grading  Proof-65  (PCGS):  ☆ 1888. 
Reflective  golden  orange  obverse,  reverse  with  delicate  sky  blue 
and  rose  ☆ 1889.  Frosty  golden  orange,  sky  blue,  rose,  and  violet 
over  reflective  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


337  1889  MS-66  (NGC)  . An  impressive  gem  with  satiny  surfaces  and 

broadly  sweeping  cartwheel  lustre,  the  eye  appeal  greatly  enhanced 
by  faint  champagne  and  rose  toning  highlights.  A great  opportu- 
nity. 

NGC  Census:  41;  3 finer  (all  MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003850 


Splendid  Gem  Uncirculated  1890  Nickel 
Solitary  MS-67  Graded  by  NGC 
Another  Dale  Friend  Gem 


338  1890  MS-67  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  of  the  finest  order.  A rich 

mix  of  gold,  peach,  and  pale  sky  blue  adorns  the  obverse,  while 
the  same  hues  are  joined  by  lively  rose  iridescence  on  the  reverse. 
Nicely  struck  for  the  date.  The  present  gem  is  the  solitary  MS-67 
example  of  the  date  seen  thus  far  by  NGC,  with  no  specimen 
certified  finer.  PCGS  has  not  graded  any  examples  above  MS-66, 
making  this  piece  the  only  MS-67  graded. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003851 


A 

American  Numismatic  Rarities! 


66 


339 


340 


341 


342 


I 343 


7/hc 0/Vrw ^otk  Connoisseur's  ''(collection  ’SESSION  ONE 


344  Three  Liberty  nickels  grading  Proof-65  (PCGS):  ☆ 1893. 
Frosty  gold  and  gray  over  reflective  surfaces  ☆ 1895.  Reflective 
golden  surfaces  ☆ 1898.  Reflective  with  golden  rose  and  a splash 
of  delicate  sky  blue  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  displays  lovely  rose 
and  sky  blue.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Frosty  Gem  1890  Liberty  50 


1890  MS-65  (PCGS)  . Strong  underlying  lustre  supports  a wealth  of 
rich  rose,  peach,  and  pale  champagne  iridescence  on  both  sides. 
From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003851 

Selection  of  Proof  Liberty  nickels  PCGS-certified:  ☆ 1892 
Proof-63.  Reflective.  The  obverse  is  golden  orange  while  the  re- 
verse displays  golden  orange  and  delicate  sky  blue  ☆ 1894  Proof-63. 
Delicate  rose-gray  with  minute  spotting  noted  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 
1899  Proof-63.  Iridescent  sky  blue  and  golden  rose  on  the  obverse, 
reverse  with  frosty  golden  orange  and  splashes  of  iridescent  sea 
green  ☆ 1901  Proof-62.  Reflective  with  splashes  of  frosty  gray  on 
the  obverse,  reverse  with  golden  orange  and  sky  blue  iridescence. 
(Total:  4 pieces) 


1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  Delightful  lustre  supports  warm  champagne 
toning  on  the  obverse  with  fainter  hues  on  the  reverse.  A strong 
cartwheel  defines  the  grade  for  this  satiny,  well-struck  gem.  Re- 
punched 18  in  date,  a neat  addition  to  the  gem  quality  offered. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003853 


1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  pale  golden  gem  with  broadly 
sweeping  cartwheel  lustre  and  a fairly  bold  strike  for  the  date. 

A circular  peripheral  die  crack  connects  the  date  numerals  with  all  the 
obverse  stars,  while  other  spidery  die  cracks  wend  their  way  among  the 
reverse  devices. 

PCGS  #003853 


1893  Proof-66A  CAMEO  (NGC).  A pleasing  cameo  gem  of  the 

date,  a lustrous  coin  with  frosty  motifs  and  deep  mirror  fields.  Pale 
champagne  gathers  at  the  rims. 

NGC  Census:  4;  6 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67 ☆ CAM- 
EO). 

PCGS  #083891 


Satiny  Gem  1894  Liberty  Nickel 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


345  1894  MS-67  (NGC).  A satiny,  frosty  gem  with  broadly  sweeping 

cartwheel  lustre  that  adds  great  life  to  pale  rose,  gold,  and  sky  blue 
toning  highlights.  Nicely  struck  save  for  a few  obverse  stars,  not 
unusual  for  the  date.  A beautiful  coin  that  has  one  peer  and  no 
superiors  in  the  NGC  Census  Report,  a sign  of  the  aesthetic  and 
physical  quality  offered  here. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003855 

Satiny  Mint  State  1894  Liberty  50 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


346  1894  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  golden  gem  with  pale  olive  and  rose 
highlights.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date  with  just  a hint  of  weakness 
in  one  or  two  obverse  stars. 

PCGS  Population:  18;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003855 

347  Trio  of  Liberty  nickels  grading  Proof-64  (PCGS):  ☆ 1896. 
Rose  toning  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1900.  Frosty  golden  gray  over 
reflective  surfaces  ☆ 1902.  Reflective  with  just  a whisper  of  delicate 
toning  highlights.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


1896  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  example  of  the  date.  A high 
degree  of  lustre  supports  delightfully  pleasing  deep  champagne 
toning.  Nicely  struck  with  just  a hint  of  weakness  in  some  of  the 
obverse  stars. 

PCGS  Population:  40;  5 finer  (all  MS-66). 

PCGS  #003857 


348 


y 

American  Numismatic  Rarities 


JT 

67 


SESSION  One  • gNi'n'  . Hotk  ^fpmuoisseur  s Collection 

^ ‘ 


349  1896  MS-65  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  gem  with  loads  of  eye 

appeal.  Frosty  surfaces  display  faint  champagne  on  the  obverse  with 
a wealth  of  rich  rose  highlights  on  the  reverse.  Sharply  struck  with 
all  design  elements  crisply  represented. 

PCGS  Population:  40;  5 finer  (all  MS-66). 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003857 


350  1897  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deep  mirror  fields  and  frosty  motifs 

glow  with  fiery  gold  and  pale  blue  toning  highlights.  Housed  in 
an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003895 


Delightful  Gem  1897  Liberty  50 


351  1897  MS-66  (PCGS).  A bright  pale  golden  specimen  with  un- 

yielding lustre  that  moves  briskly  across  all  surfaces.  Nicely  struck 
and  easily  worthy  of  the  assigned  gem  designation. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003858 


352  1897  MS-65  (PCGS).  Another  satiny  gem  from  the  Friend  Col- 

lection, this  with  richly  whirling  cartwheel  lustre  on  faint  rose  and 
champagne  surfaces. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003858 


353 


354 


1897  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  incredible  array  of  rich  peach,  gold, 
and  pale  electric  blue  iridescence  graces  both  sides  of  this  lustrous, 
nicely  struck  gem. 


PCGS  #003858 


1900  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  robust  cartwheel  lustre 
and  rich  golden  highlights. 

PCGS  #003861 


Exemplary  Gem  Uncirculated  1902  50 
Sole  MS-68  Example 


355  1902  MS-68  (NGC).  A spectacularly  attractive  gem,  a coin  that 

richly  deserves  its  place  as  the  solitary  MS-68  example  of  the  date 
seen  thus  far  by  NGC  (with  none  granted  this  grade  by  PCGS). 
The  fully  brilliant  silver  gray  surfaces  come  to  life  when  this  highly 
lustrous  beauty  is  twirled  under  a brilliant  light  source;  the  cartwheel 
effect  is  nearly  blinding  in  its  intensity.  A superb  gem  example  of 
the  date,  nicely  struck,  and  worthy  of  its  position  at  the  top  of  the 
NGC  Census  Report  for  the  date. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003863 


356 


1902  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  silver  gray  with  swirling  cartwheel 
lustre  and  a nuance  of  pale  rose  iridescence. 

PCGS  #003863 
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357  Date  run  of  Liberty  nickels  Proof-64  (PCGS):  ☆ 1903.  Reflec- 
tive with  delicate  frosty  golden  gray  on  the  obverse,  reverse  bright 
and  reflective  with  splash  of  central  gray  frost  ☆ 1904.  Delicate 
golden  rose  and  sky  blue  on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  bright  golden 
toning  at  the  periphery  and  a splash  of  frosty  gray  at  the  center 
☆ 1905.  Frosty  gray  with  splashes  of  bright  iridescences  on  both 
surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


358 


1903  MS-67  (NGC).  A blazing  gem  example  of  the  date,  a beauti- 
ful coin  that  is  tied  for  finest  certified  by  NGC.  Careful  scrutiny 
reveals  a Liberty  nickel  of  incredible  sharpness  and  equal  beauty. 
NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003864 


359  1903  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  intensely  lustrous  satiny  gem  with  a 

bold  strike  and  lively  champagne  and  pale  sky  blue  toning  on  both 
sides. 

PCGS  Population:  63;  2 finer  (both  MS-67). 

PCGS  #003864 


360  1903  Net  MS-60.  Sharpness  is  much  finer,  and  at  first  glance  the 

piece  appears  to  be  a gem,  however  the  surfaces  have  been  etched, 
or  otherwise  altered.  Bright  and  lustrous  silver  gray. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Reed  Flawn  Collection,  March  19  71,  Lot  49. 

PCGS  #003864 


361  1904  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A delightful  gem  Proof  with  lightly 

frosted  motifs  and  mirror  fields  that  reflect  rich  shades  of  sky  blue 
and  bright  champagne. 

PCGS  Population:  35;  3 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-67  fin- 
est). 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003902 


Superlative  Gem  1904  Liberty  50 

Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


362  1904  MS-67A  (NGC).  A lovely,  satiny  gem  with  intense  cartwheel 

lustre  and  faint  champagne  toning.  Sharply  struck  in  all  areas  save 
for  a few  obverse  stars  and  lower  left  of  the  wreath,  not  unusual 
for  the  date.  A splendid  coin  that  holds  up  well  to  careful  scrutiny, 
and  a piece  that  is  readily  worthy  of  the  assigned  grade. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003865 


363  Threesome  of  Liberty  nickels  Proof-64  (PCGS):  ☆ 1906. 
Delicate  rose  with  hints  of  delicate  sky  blue  ☆ 1907.  Delicate  rose, 
sky  blue,  and  lilac  over  reflective  surfaces  ☆ 1908.  Reflective  with 
splashes  of  bright  sunset  golden  orange  on  both  surfaces,  minute 
spotting  noted.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


364  1909  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  hues  adorn  the  frosty 
motifs  and  somewhat  satiny  fields  on  this  gem  Proof  Liberty  nickel. 
Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003907 

365  Trio  of  Liberty  nickels  Proof-64  (PCGS):  ☆ 1910  ☆ 1911  ☆ 
1912.  Each  with  frosty  golden  orange  and  sky  blue  iridescence  on 
both  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


366  1910  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  golden  gray  gem  with  delightful 

underlying  lustre  and  eye  appeal  that  bespeaks  a finer  grade. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003871 


367  1912  Proof-66  (PCGS).  An  aesthetically  appealing  gem  Proof. 

The  lightly  frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields  are  splashed 
with  deep  rose,  gold,  peach,  and  faint  sky  blue.  Definitely  as  pretty1 
as  the  grade — and  our  description — convey. 

PCGS  Population:  37;  4 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-67). 
From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003910 
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368  1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sparkling,  lustrous  surfaces  display  rich 
champagne  and  faint  rose  toning  iridescence. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #003873 

369  1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
About  typical  strike  with  some  lightness  on  a couple  stars  and  on 
the  corn  ear  to  the  left  of  the  ribbon  bow. 

PCGS  #003873 

370  1912-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Expansive  peach,  gold,  and  pale  sky  blue 
iridescence  enlivens  the  lustrous  surfaces  ot  this  representative  from 
the  first  year  of  branch  mint  coinage  in  the  nickel  five-cent  series. 
Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003874 


Ife 

374  1913-D  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Another  lovely  1913  Type  1 

nickel,  this  Denver  Mint  variety  has  full  details  and  is  of  exceptional 
merit  in  this  regard — in  the  minority  among  its  peers.  If  you  can 
snatch  this  piece  for  anywhere  near  its  current  market  value,  our 
congratulations  go  to  you  in  advance! 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003916 


375  1913-S  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  lustrous, 

with  light  golden  toning.  Sharp  details,  not  completely  full,  but 
just  a hair’s  breadth  from  this  category.  Accordingly,  within  the 
context  of  pieces  certified  as  MS-66  this  lovely  gem  is  quite  rare. 

Of  the  Type  1 issues,  the  1913-S  is  the  most  elusive. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003917 


371 


Key  Date  1912-S  Liberty  Nickel 


1912-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A wealth  of  vivid  pale  pastel  hues  comes 
alive  with  subdued  underlying  lustre;  the  1912-S  often  shows 
“creamy”  lustre,  as  here,  rather  than  the  high  intensity  lustre  associ- 
ated with  earlier  dates  in  the  series.  The  only  regular-issue  Liberty 
nickel  with  a mintage  of  fewer  than  one  million  pieces — in  this  case 
238,000  were  struck — and  always  desirable  as  a result.  Housed  in 
an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003875 


372 


373 
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1913  Type  I.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A superb  specimen  of  the  first  year 
and  type.  Full  details  on  obverse  and  reverse,  combined  with  rich 
mint  frost  and  light  golden  toning.  Although  certified  coins  at  the 
MS-67  level  are  easily  enough  available,  not  many  can  match  this 
lovely  piece  in  quality! 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003915 


1913  Type  I.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lustrous,  satiny  gem  with  bold 
strike  and  exquisite  eye  appeal.  Rich  peach  and  pale  electric  blue 
adorns  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  alive  with  fiery  orange,  pale 
blue,  and  rich  rose.  Gorgeous. 


PCGS  #003915 


376  1913-S  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Rich  rainbow  hues,  chiefly  sea 

green,  gold,  and  rose,  on  satiny,  matte-like  surfaces.  Nicely  struck 
with  just  a hint  weakness  at  the  bison’s  head  and  shoulders.  The 
scarcest  of  the  three  Type  I 1913  Buffalo  nickel  issues. 

PCGS  #003917 


377  1913-S  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  pale  rose,  gold, 

and  sky  blue  iridescence  with  strong,  supportive  underlying  lustre. 
Some  striking  weakness  at  the  bison’s  head,  as  frequently  seen  for 
this  branch  mint  issue  from  the  first  year  of  Fraser’s  design  type.  The 
lightly  textured  surfaces  add  to  the  charm  of  this  inaugural  issue, 
their  minute  roughness  an  intentional  part  of  Fraser’s  design.  A 
few  faint  flecks  become  evident  under  low  magnification,  though 
they  totally  avoid  the  unaided  eye.  That  aside,  the  present  coin  is 
a pretty  specimen  that  deserves  careful  examination. 

PCGS  #003917 


378 


1913  Type  II.  Proof-66  (NGC).  A sparkling  gem  Matte  Proof 
of  the  second  design  type  of  the  year,  a frosty  beauty  with  rich  pale 
gold,  violet,  crimson,  and  electric  blue.  Sharply  struck,  a pleasing 
gem  survivor  from  a mintage  of  1,514  pieces.  Gem  quality  all  the 
way. 

PCGS  #003990 


379  1913  Type  II.  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  present  1913  Type  II  is  quite 

attractive — with  rich  mint  frost  overlaid  with  light  golden  toning. 
The  piece  has  sharp  details,  not  full,  but  quite  good — including 
nearly  all  of  the  fur  on  the  bison’s  head  (a  telling  point)  and  fairly 
decent  detail  at  the  obverse  center.  Nickels  ot  the  second  type  are 
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where  striking  problems  begin.  Among  1913  Type  II  nickels  this 
piece  is  above  average. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003921 

380  1913Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  rainbow  toning.  Sharp 
details  as  well,  with  most  ot  the  fur  on  the  bison’s  head  visible. 
From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003921 


has  double  meaning  in  this  instance.  First,  it  is  among  the  finest 
certified  by  PCGS,  what  with  its  listing  at  MS-66  and  only  seven 
higher,  those  just  by  a point.  However,  the  difference  is  far  more 
than  this — with  full  details  the  present  piece  handily  eclipses  most 
others  in  the  PCGS  or  any  other  survey. 

When  the  time  comes  that  the  importance  of  full  details  is 
recognized,  you  will  be  sitting  pretty  if  you  own  this  coin!  To  our 
way  of  thinking,  a full  details  Buffalo  nickel  in  MS-65  (a  grade 
below  the  present  piece)  is  much  more  desirable  than  a flatly  struck 
one  in  MS-67. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003922 

Important  1913-S  Type  II  Nickel 


382  1913-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  in  gem 
Mint  State,  the  present  coin  has  rich  lustre  overlaid  with  golden 
(primarily)  and  iridescent  toning.  The  piece  has  sharp  details,  and 
as  such  is  quite  desirable.  A remarkable  piece  that  will  appeal  widely 
to  our  bidding  audience. 

Although  the  1913-S  Type  II  nickel  is  not  in  the  forefront  of  publicity 
today,  turning  the  calendar  back  a half  century,  in  1956  this  was  one  of  the 
top  several  key  dates  that  everyone  wanted.  The  reason  is  that  the  1913-S 
Type  II  has  foundational  rarity — it  is  a key  date  even  when  well  worn.  In 
our  opinion,  foundational  rarity  is  a concept  that  has  been  lost  today  in  the 
marketplace,  but  is  well  worth  revisiting. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003923 

383  1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  with  light  golden 
toning.  Sharp  details,  not  full,  but  still  significantly  above  average. 
A premium  coin  that  will  be  well  worth  owning. 

To  our  knowledge,  no  one  has  ever  formed  a complete  collection  of 
Buffalo  nickels  1913-1938  with  sharp  details.  If  such  is  your  goal,  punctu- 
ated with  the  occasionally  available  full  details  coins,  the  present  auction 
sale  offers  many  opportunities. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003924 


Gem  1914-D  Nickel 

Full  Details 


384  1914-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  What  will  happen  when  this  lot  crosses 

the  auction  block  we  know  not.  However,  the  combination  of 
high  grade  plus  full  details  probably  will  come  together  to  create  a 
great  deal  of  excitement  among  connoisseurs,  especially  those  with 
foresight.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  very  lustrous  with  delicate 
golden  toning.  One  of  the  nicest  Buffalo  nickels  we  have  ever  seen 
of  any  date  or  mint! 

PCGS  Population:  33;  4 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003925 


385  1914-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty  example  of  this  popular,  early 

semi-key  date,  struck  from  heavily  clashed  dies.  A satiny  gem  with 
pale  golden  toning  on  both  sides,  a toning  spot  immediately  above 
the  mintmark.  The  strike  is  bold  and  sharp  for  the  date,  with  nearly 
complete  shoulder  detail  on  the  reverse.  Exceptional  quality. 

PCGS  Population:  33;  4 finer  (all  MS-67). 

PCGS  #003925 


386  1914-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Another  lovely  coin,  the  present  piece  has 
sharp  details,  nearly  full,  with  the  difference  being  very  small.  Indeed, 
this  is  one  of  the  best  struck  we  have  ever  seen,  and  we  have  handled 
as  many  choice  Buffalo  nickels  as  anyone  in  the  business.Both  obverse 
and  reverse  are  lustrous  with  light  golden  toning,  a treat  to  the  eye. 
Another  coin  that  will  make  bidders  sit  up  and  notice. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003926 

387  1914-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  deep  golden  gray  with  rich  rose, 
crimson,  orange,  and  peach  iridescence  on  both  sides.  A sharply 
struck  example  of  the  date  with  full  design  elements  present  on 
both  sides. 

PCGS  #003926 

388  1915  MS-66  (PCGS).  Another  lovely  coin  with  full  details,  this 
piece  has  a relatively  nominal  market  value  in  the  hundreds  of 
dollars — based  upon  average  strike  examples,  as  no  catalogue  or  pe- 
riodical price  list  takes  any  note  of  striking  sharpness.  However,  in 
terms  of  rarity  and  desirability,  all  bets  are  off.  It  will  be  interesting 
to  see  what  this  coin  brings! 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003927 
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389  1915-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Right  on  the  cusp  of  full  details  quality, 

just  a hair’s  breadth  away,  is  this  lovely  1915-D — one  of  the  nicest 
we  have  seen.  One  can  become  spoiled  when  looking  at  the  nickels 
in  this  collection! 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  highly  lustrous,  with  delicate 
golden  toning  to  which  a few  hints  of  iridescence  add  beauty.  A 
remarkable  coin  which  is  truly  worth  a remarkable  price. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003928 


World  Class  1915-S  Nickel 

Sharp  Details 


390  1915-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  obverse  of  this  nickel  has  sharp 

details,  while  the  reverse  has  full  details — the  last  with  full  fur  on 
the  buffalo’s  head,  shank,  and  more.  This  is  one  of  the  very  finest 
1915-S  nickels  in  existence,  ranking  high  above  just  about  any  other 
that  we  have  seen. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  highly  lustrous  with  delicate  golden 
toning,  creating  a beautiful  presentation  that  will  be  enjoyed  and 
appreciated  by  the  next  owner.  Again,  certification  data  can  more 
or  less  be  tossed  aside  when  evaluating  the  true  significance  of  a 
piece  such  as  this,  as  population  reports  take  no  notice  whatsoever 
whether  a Buffalo  nickel  has  a sloppy  strike  or  an  exceptional  one 
(as  here). 

PCGS  Population:  26;  3 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003929 


action.  Here  is  an  “ordinary”  nickel  variety,  but  with  extraordinary 
strike.  Obverse  and  reverse  have  light  rainbow  toning.  All  the 
ingredients  are  in  place  for  bidding  excitement. 


From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 
PCGS  #003929 


392 


1915-S  MS-64  (NGC)  . Pale  rainbow  iridescence  graces  both  sides 
of  this  satiny,  lustrous  Buffalo  nickel.  A hint  of  striking  weakness 
on  the  reverse  at  the  bison’s  shoulder  is  noted,  though  it  is  not 
altogether  unusual  for  this  date.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #003929 


393  1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely,  lustrous  example  with  sharp  details. 

Light  golden  and  iridescent  toning  as  the  preceding.  Quality  such 
as  this  is  in  the  minority  among  pieces  graded  MS-65.  Another 
opportunity. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003930 


394  1916-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely,  lustrous  example  with  medium 
rainbow  toning.  Better  than  typical  strike,  but  not  sharp.  Still,  a 
lovely  example,  precisely  the  type  of  coin  that  95%  of  buyers  would 
enjoy  owning. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003932 

395  1916-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A bright  champagne  specimen  with  intense 
cartwheel  lustre  that  simply  won’t  quit.  A touch  of  striking  weakness 
at  the  bison’s  shoulder  is  not  unusual  for  the  date,  though  here,  the 
splendid  eye  appeal  bespeaks  the  high  quality  offered. 

PCGS  #003932 


396  1916-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Mostly  beautiful  silver  gray  with  with 

slight  rose  overtones.  A marvelous  coin,  very  close  to  full  details, 
but  separated  from  this  elusive  category  by  just  the  most  trivial 
of  lightness.  Without  getting  complicated,  we’ll  say  that  this  is 
certainly  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen.  Only  a tiny  fraction 
of  1916-S  nickels,  no  matter  how  high  the  certification  number 
might  be,  can  hold  a candle  to  this! 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003933 
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403  1918/7-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Medium  golden  gray  with  some 

rose  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Lightly  circulated  but  not  marked, 
absolutely  choice  for  the  assigned  grade.  Rarity  and  eye  appeal  in 
a highly  collectible  grade. 

PCGS  #003939 


401  1917-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray  with  a delightful 

overlay  of  rich  champagne,  pale  sky  blue,  and  rose  iridescence. 
Nicely  struck,  with  just  a hint  of  weakness  at  the  bottom  of  the 
bison’s  shoulder. 

PCGS  #003935 


404  1918/7-D  F-15  (PCGS).  A well-circulated  but  amazingly  mark- 

free  example  of  this  rare  and  popular  overdate.  Medium  golden  gray 
with  perhaps  a trace  of  olive  here  and  there.  Undeniably  choice  for 
the  assigned  grade,  certainly  a cut  above  what  is  typically  offered 
in  the  Fine  range  on  the  grading  scale.  Choice  quality  exists  at  all 
grade  levels,  and  the  present  coin  is  testimony  to  that  effect. 

PCGS  #003939 


397  1917  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light  golden 
toning.  Sharp  details  on  obverse  and  reverse.  A significantly  above 
average  example  from  the  standpoint  of  sharpness  and  far  above 
average  in  eye  appeal.  Again,  opportunity  may  be  more  important 
than  the  price  paid  for  this  or  just  about  any  other  of  the  extraor- 
dinary Buffalo  nickels  in  the  present  offering. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003934 

398  1917  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  rich  lustre.  Full  details  and 
quite  desirable  as  such.  A premium  quality  1917  Buffalo  nickel! 

PCGS  #003934 

Gem  1917-D  Nickel 


399  1917-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  lustrous  with  delicate 

golden  toning.  About  typical  details,  a piece  with  some  lightness 
of  striking  above  the  Indian’s  braid,  and  on  the  reverse,  the  head 
of  the  bison  and  on  the  shoulder.  Still,  a very  appealing  coin  that 
is  well  worth  considering. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003935 


400  1917-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray  surfaces  with  some 

deeper  highlights  in  the  recessed  areas.  Nicely  struck  with  just  a 
touch  of  softness  at  the  bison’s  pelt  outline  on  the  shoulder. 

PCGS  #003935 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1917-S  Buffalo  5^ 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


402 


1917-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  brightens  rich 
rainbow  halos  at  the  rims,  while  the  centers  display  lively  rose  and 
pale  sky  blue  iridescence.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date  with  the  central 
details  about  as  bold  is  ever  found  on  a 1917-S  Buffalo  nickel.  An 
exciting  and  enticing  gem  that  deserves  its  spot  at  the  top  of  the 
PCGS  Population  Report. 

PCGS  Population:  21;  none  finer. 

A heavy  obverse  die  crack  from  the  rim  at  9:00  works  its  way  upward 
through  the  uppermost  feather  at  the  back  of  the  Indian’s  head. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003936 


Rare  1918/7-D  Buffalo  5^  Overdate 
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405  1918  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  toning.  Full 

details.  An  extraordinary  coin.  Watch  this  one  go! 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003937 


Memorable  1918-D  Nickel 

Sharp  Details 


2 x photo 

406  1918-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Just  a whisper  away  from  full  details, 


and  certainly  standing  now  as  one  of  the  finest  1918-D  nickels  in 
existence,  this  superb  gem  will  cause  quite  a stir  when  it  is  sold. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  richly  lustrous  with  light  golden  toning 
mixed  with  some  hints  of  blue.  Simply  outstanding! 

PCGS  Population:  18;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003938 


Exceptional  Gem  1918-S  Buffalo  50 


407  1918-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A glorious  array  ofbright  yellow,  peach, 

lilac,  and  pale  blue  graces  the  satiny,  superbly  lustrous  surfaces  of 
this  exciting  gem.  A hint  of  striking  weakness  is  seen  at  the  bison’s 
head  and  shoulder  on  the  reverse,  not  unusual  for  the  date,  and 
sharper  here  than  usually  seen.  A lovely  addition  or  a great  starting 
point  to  a world-class  Buffalo  nickel  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  26;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

PCGS  #003940 


Lovely  Gem  1918-S  Buffalo  50 

None  Certified  Finer  by  NGC 


408  1918-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  silver  gray  with  rich 

sky  blue  and  gold  highlights  at  the  peripheries.  One  of  the  “chin 
whiskers”  varieties,  struck  from  heavily  clashed  dies  with  traces  ofE 
PLUR1BUS  UNUM  inverted  beneath  the  indigenous  American’s 
chin.  Nicely  struck,  especially  for  a date  that  is  often  found  mushy 
and  unappealing.  Indeed,  the  strike  here  is  easily  95%  full.  As  far 
as  grade,  the  fine  reference  on  the  series  by  David  Lange  notes: 
“Mint  State  coins  are  few,  while  choice  and  gem  pieces  are  rare  and 
seldom  offered.”  With  above  average  surface  quality  and  a strike 
that  rivals  just  about  any  example  of  the  date  extant,  it  is  no  small 
wonder  that  the  present  fiery  beauty  ranks  at  the  top  of  the  NGC 
Census  Report. 

NGC  Census:  9;  none  finer. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003940 


409  1919  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light  golden 

toning.  Full  details.  A coin  for  the  advanced  connoisseur,  and  a 
rarity  in  this  combination  of  high  certified  grade  and,  even  far  more 
important,  full  details  definition. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003941 


410  1919  MS-65^  (NGC).  An  impressive  gem  with  eye  appeal  totally 

deserving  of  the  designation  from  NGC.  Satiny  and  lustrous 
with  rich  gold,  peach,  and  other  rainbow  hues  displayed.  A touch 
of  striking  weakness  at  the  bison’s  shoulder  noted  for  accuracy. 
Simply  beautiful. 

PCGS  #003941 
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World  Class  1919-D  Nickel 

Full  Details 


2x  plwto 


411  1919-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  All  bets  will  probably  be  off  when  this 

piece  is  sold,  so  important  it  is.  The  full  details  striking  is  marvelous, 
perhaps  beyond  marvelous,  to  which  can  be  added  the  MS-65  grade, 
making  this  truly  a world  class  piece.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are 
richly  lustrous  with  rainbow  toning.  An  exciting  coin. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003942 


412 


1919-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  golden  gray  with  bursts  of  rich 
orange  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  nearly  full 
design  details  in  all  areas,  and  rare  as  such.  Indeed,  David  Lange’s 
reference  notes:  “1919-D  is  one  of  the  more  challenging  issues 
to  locate  fully  struck  in  the  period  of  generally  weak  coins  that 
extended  from  1917  though  1926.  It  is  one  of  the  last  holes  filled 
by  a discriminating  collector  regardless  whether  one  is  collecting 
EF-AU  or  gem  Uncirculated.”  An  absolutely  worthwhile  example 
of  the  date. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Bowers 
and  Ruddy’s  sale  of  the  Dr.  William  A.  Bartlett  Collection,  November 
1979,  Lot  2333. 

PCGS  #003942 


413  1920  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  delicate  irides- 

cent toning  on  both  sides.  Sharp  details,  closely  challenging  full, 
and  just  a wink  away  from  that  category.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have 
seen.  A connoisseur  will  be  delighted. 

There  are  some  clash  marks  on  the  obverse,  including,  below  the 
Indian’s  chin,  lettering  from  the  motto  E PLURIBUS  UNUM  transferred 
from  the  reverse. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003944 


Sharp  Details  1920-D  Nickel 


2x  photo 

1920-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  piece  with  rich  iridescent 
toning,  blue,  magenta,  and  other  colors,  over  lustrous  fields  and 
devices.  One  of  the  very  finest  certified  by  PCGS  from  a numerical 
viewpoint.  However,  more  important,  the  piece  has  sharp  details 
and  stands  as  one  of  the  finest  strikes  in  existence.  Another  Buffalo 
nickel  that  will  attract  a lot  of  attention  when  it  is  sold. 

PCGS  Population:  46;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003945 


415  1921  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  silver  surfaces 

overlaid  with  hints  of  gold  and  traces  of  magenta.  A very  attrac- 
tive example  with  full  details.  For  this  particular  date  and  mint, 
full  detail  coins  are  not  super-rarities — but,  still,  this  coin  checks 
in  with  flying  colors. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003947 


416  1921  MS-65  (NGC).  A delightful  gem  Uncirculated  Buffalo 

nickel.  The  satiny  surfaces  glow  with  a nicely  entwined  array  of 
pale  gold  and  faint  sky  blue  highlights.  The  strike  is  quite  strong 
for  the  date  with  just  a modicum  of  faintness  at  the  lower  edge  of 
the  bison’s  shoulder  pelt. 

PCGS  #003947 


Key  1921-S  Buffalo  Nickel 

Desirable  Full  Details 


417  1921-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen  is  this  1921-S — akey 

to  the  series  and,  much  more  important  than  the  assigned  grade, 
a strike  with  full  details.  To  the  connoisseur,  a piece  such  as  this 
with  full  details,  rich  lustre,  light  toning,  and  superb  eye  appeal, 
is  much  more  desirable  than,  for  example,  an  MS-66  or  MS-67 
with  lightly  struck  features.  Here,  indeed,  is  an  opportunity  for  the 
aware  buyer. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003948 
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418  1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Another  winning  combination,  the  present 

coin  has  sharp  details,  just  a hair’s  breadth  from  full  details,  and  has 
absolutely  superb  visual  appeal.  Delicate  lilac  toning  is  seen  over 
deep  frosty  surfaces. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003949 


Key  1923-S  Nickel 


419  1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  from  a visual  view- 

point, combining  rich  lustre  with  light  golden  toning.  The  1923-S 
offered  here  is  a key  to  the  series  in  any  grade,  and  is  quite  rare  in 
Mint  State.  Regarding  striking,  it  is  better  than  typical,  but  not 
sharp.  Among  nickels  of  this  date  and  mint  it  certainly  can  hold  its 
own.  One  of  the  nicest  to  come  on  the  market  in  recent  times. 

PCGS  Population:  27;  2 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003950 


420  1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  Of  truly  exceptional  quality,  this  1924  nickel 
has  sharp  details,  and  is  just  a whisper  away  from  full  details.  It  is 
certainly  one  of  the  finest  in  existence.  Beyond  that,  the  lustre  is 
rich  and  deep,  with  light  blue  toning  and  hints  of  gold.  The  visual 
appeal  is  superb,  and  the  overall  quality  has  few  equals. 

PCGS  Population:  50;  3 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  full  details  on  a Buffalo  nickel  represents  a 
theoretical  goal,  often  not  a reality  in  the  marketplace.  Sharp  details  form  a 
good  objective  for  the  connoisseur  who  wants  to  form  a truly  magnificent 
collection.  As  noted  earlier,  we  are  not  aware  that  in  the  history  of  numismat- 
ics anyone  has  ever  formed  a full  set  of  Buffalo  nickels  with  Sharp  Details. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003951 

421  1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  characterize  both  sides, 
overlaid  with  light  golden  toning.  Sharp  strike,  this  being  signifi- 
cantly finer  than  usually  encountered. 

PCGS  #003951 


Impressive  1924-D  Nickel 
Attractive,  Lustrous  Gem 


422  1924-D  MS-65  (PCGS)  . The  1924-D  is  often  seen  lightly  struck. 

The  present  coin  is  better  than  usual,  but  not  quite  sharp.  The  fur 
in  the  bison’s  head  to  the  left  of  the  horn  is  not  struck  up,  there  is 
some  lightness  on  the  shoulder,  and  on  the  obverse  there  is  some 
lightness  above  the  date.  Of  course,  this  is  true  of  99%  of  all  other 
high-grade  1924-D  nickels  in  existence,  so  the  point  may  be  moot 
from  the  viewpoint  of  purchase  reality. 

Among  nickels  of  this  date  and  mint  observed  by  PCGS,  only 
one  has  been  given  a higher  number.  Who  knows  whether  it  is  flatly 
struck  or  whether  it  can  match  the  present  piece.  The  coin  offered 
here  is  richly  lustrous  with  a hint  of  champagne  toning,  with  some 
blushes  of  gold — a treat  to  the  eye. 

PCGS  Population:  73;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

The  1924-D  nickel  in  choice  and  gem  Mint  State  was  much  rarer  a 
generation  ago  than  it  is  today,  as  a few  dozen  pieces  have  come  to  light,  most 
notably  from  coins  acquired  at  face  value  by  the  Connecticut  State  Library 
in  1924,  later  auctioned  through  Heritage.  These  pieces  were  generally  of 
excellent  visual  appeal.  A few  other  Buffalo  nickels  of  the  same  era  were 
included  in  that  dispersal. 

With  regard  to  long-time  holdings  in  dealers’  hands,  in  the  1920s  there 
was  not  much  collector  interest  in  acquiring  coins  by  date  and  mint,  and 
relatively  few  dealers  set  aside  stocks.  One  of  them  was  William  Pukall,  a mail 
order  advertiser.  Another  was  A.C.  Gies,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and, 
earlier  in  the  decade,  Henry  Chapman,  the  Philadelphia  dealer,  maintained 
current  stocks.  A few  others  could  be  mentioned,  but,  so  far  as  we  know,  no 
one  had  more  than  just  a small  group.  When  interest  in  collecting  increased 
in  the  1930s,  these  old  time-dealer  hoards  were  soon  dispersed.  We  know 
of  none  remaining  today. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003952 
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Important  1924-S  Buffalo  Nickel 


Among  Finest  Graded 


423  1924-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Closely  related  to  the  preceding  1924-D 

is  this  1924-S.  However,  the  striking  on  this  piece  is  finer,  exhibiting 
sharp  details.  The  fur  on  the  head  of  the  bison  is  mostly  intact,  the 
shoulder  is  well  defined,  but  on  the  obverse  above  the  braid  there 
is  some  lightness.  All  told  the  coin  is  leagues  finer  than  typically 
encountered,  lustrous  with  light  champagne  toning  on  both  sides. 

Among  those  certified  by  PCGS,  only  31  other  events  have 
taken  place  at  this  level,  and  just  one  finer.  As  the  PCGS  holders 
give  no  indication  as  to  whether  pieces  have  a decent  strike  (as  here) 
or  whether  they  are  shallow,  the  numbers  need  to  be  taken  with 
a large  grain  of  salt  by  connoisseurs,  although  the  typical  buyer 
might  not  care.  In  any  event,  the  present  coin  is  certainly  one  of 
the  nicest  on  the  market. 

PCGS  Population:  32;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003953 


424  1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fairly  well  struck,  with  close  to  sharp  details 

on  the  obverse  and  with  sharp  details  on  the  reverse,  this  piece  stands 
head  and  shoulders  above  the  quality  normally  encountered.  In  ad- 
dition, it  checks  in  at  top  rank  with  respect  to  visual  appeal — deep, 
rich  lustre  with  delicate  toning. 

PCGS  Population:  116;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003954 
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High-Grade  1925-D  Nickel 

A Key  to  the  Series 


2x  photo 

425  1925-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Among  Buffalo  nickels  of  this  era  the 


1925-D  is  one  of  the  more  difficult  to  find  in  gem  grade,  MS- 
65.  PCGS  has  certified  only  a few  dozen,  with  just  two  higher. 
Regarding  the  all-important  aspect  of  strike,  the  present  coin  is 
very  close  to  sharp  details,  or  might  even  cross  the  line  into  that 
category.  The  obverse  is  better  struck  than  typically  found,  while 
the  reverse  has  some  lightness  on  the  fur  of  the  buffalo,  but  with 
perhaps  40%  of  the  fur  details  visible  above  and  to  the  left  of  the 
horn.  The  shoulder  details  are  quite  good.  Overall  the  piece  pos- 
sesses commanding  visual  appeal — deep  lustre  with  light  golden 
toning.  Selected  by  a connoisseur,  this  coin  will  no  doubt  delight 
its  next  discriminating  owner. 

PCGS  Population:  53;  2 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003955 


Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1925-S  Buffalo  5 0 

None  Certified  Finer  by  NGC 


426  1925-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  example  of  a popular  branch 

mint  date  that  becomes  a vaunted  key-date  issue  in  high  Uncir- 
culated grades.  Satiny  and  lustrous  with  a pleasing  blend  of  pale 
rose,  peach,  gold,  and  faint  sky  blue  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date,  with  strong — though  not  complete — reverse  details 
at  the  bison’s  head  and  shoulder.  An  impressive  coin,  a gem  that 
belongs  at  the  top  of  the  NGC  Census. 

NGC  Census:  15;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #003956 
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Sharp  Details  1925-S  Nickel 


427  1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  What  a lovely  specimen  this  is!  With 

sharp  details,  not  too  far  from  full,  this  specimen  checks  in  as  one  of 
the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen.  We  note  that  some  have  been  certified 
liner,  but  before  considering  the  desirability  of  those  other  pieces, 
we  suggest  that  the  striking  for  some  of  them  might  not  come  close 
to  the  magnificent  coin  here  offered.  The  lustre  is  very  attractive 
with  very  light  golden  toning  over  all  areas,  with  some  splashes  of 
medium  gold  at  the  right  of  the  reverse.  This  is  one  of  the  more 
difficult  Buffalo  nickels  to  acquire  with  decent  striking.  No  doubt 
the  present  coin  will  end  a long  search  for  the  lucky  buyer  who 
acquires  it. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003956 

Choice  Uncirculated  1925-S  Buffalo  50 


428  1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . Highly  lustrous  silver  gray  surfaces  with 
pale  champagne,  rose,  and  sky  blue  toning  on  both  sides.  Typical 
strike  for  the  date,  some  weakness  at  the  head  and  shoulder  on  the 
reverse.  Struck  from  worn  dies,  as  evidenced  by  graininess  around 
the  reverse  rim.  An  elusive  date  when  found  so  fine. 

PCGS  #003956 

429  1926  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  1926  Buffalo  nickel,  this  piece  has 
sharp  details,  quite  close  to  full.  Far  finer  than  typically  seen.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  have  silvery  lustre  with  a whisper  of  toning.  A 
“keeper”  by  any  evaluation. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003957 

430  1926  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  with  /h//  details,  this 
1926  Buffalo  nickel  has  few  equals  anywhere.  If  you  are  a specialist 
in  this  series,  buy  this  and  your  search  will  immediately  end.  While 
the  excellent  strike  is  certainly  exciting,  the  visual  appeal  of  the  coin 
matches — rich  lustre  with  a whisper  of  golden  toning. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003957 


, 

Vividly  Toned  Gem  1926-D  50 


2x  photo 

431  1926-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bold  underlying  lustre  supports  a near 

firestorm  of  rainbow  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Additionally,  the 
strike  is  bold  for  the  date,  with  easily  90%  of  the  design  elements 
crisp  and  accounted  for,  especially  at  the  bison’s  head  and  shoulder 
area.  David  Lange  informs  us  that  “the  majority  are  so  poorly  struck 
as  to  render  them  undesirable  to  collectors,”  though  the  present  coin 
is  a pleasing  exception  to  that  rule  of  thumb.  Indeed,  comparison 
of  the  present  gem  to  the  nicely  struck  Lange  plate  coin  reveals  the 
present  coin  to  be  finer  in  strike.  An  exceptionally  lovely  gem  with 
incredible  rainbow  highlights. 

PCGS  Population:  18;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003958 


432  1926-D  MS-63  (NGC).  A lustrous  example  with  light  golden 

toning.  The  obverse  is  a sharp  strike,  very  close  to  full  details,  and 
is  exceptional.  The  lustre  is  rich,  with  light  golden  toning  overall. 
The  reverse  shows  lightness  at  the  center,  typical  of  most  1926-D 
Buffalo  nickels. 

PCGS  #003958 


Highlight  1926-S  50  Rarity 

Choice  Mint  State 


2x  photo 


433 


1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  with  relatively  few 
graded  finer  by  PCGS,  this  1926-S  is  a highlight  in  the  present 
offering.  The  sharpness  is  somewhat  above  typical  strike  but  not 
sharp.  There  is  some  lightness  of  detail  among  the  braid  on  the 
obverse,  and  on  the  reverse  only  part  of  the  fiir  on  the  left  side 
of  the  bison’s  head  is  visible.  The  shoulder  fur  is  mostly  but  not 
completely  visible.  The  dies  seem  to  have  been  fresh  when  this  coin 
was  struck,  giving  a rich  lustre  and  overall  nice  appearance.  The 
toning  is  medium  gold  with  some  hints  of  magenta.  The  1926-S 
is  a key  issue  in  all  grades — from  well  worn  on  up. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003959 
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1926-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Medium  golden  gray  with  some  toning 
highlights  and  a touch  of  lustre  on  both  sides.  Evenly  worn,  but 
still  nice  enough  to  see  that  the  strike  on  the  present  piece  was 
well  above  average  for  a date  that  is  typically  found  anything  but  well 
struck.  The  only  regular-issue  date  in  the  Buffalo  nickel  series  with 
a mintage  of  fewer  than  one  million  pieces,  and  always  popular  as 
such. 


PCGS  #003959 


435  1927  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  of  the  1927  nickel,  the 

present  piece  is  richly  lustrous  with  light  to  medium  gold  toning. 
It  is  a typical  strike,  with  some  claims  to  full  strike. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003960 


Memorable  1927-D  Nickel 

Sharp  Details 


2 x photo 

436  1927-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Truly  memorable  is  this  lovely  1927-D 


nickel  with  sharp  details.  It  is  relatively  close  to  full  details,  and  is 
separated  from  it  by  some  trivial  lightness  at  the  top  of  the  braid  on 
the  obverse  and,  on  the  reverse,  some  missing  fur  details  (although 
nearly  all  of  the  fur  can  be  seen).  The  lustre  is  deep  and  rich.  Light 
golden  toning  completes  the  picture  for  this  exceptional  coin. 

PCGS  Population:  47;  2 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003961 


Satiny  Gem  Uncirculated  1927-S  50 

Impressive  Rainbow  Toning 


437  1927-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny  lilac-gray  gem  with  robust 

underlying  cartwheel  lustre  that  supports  heavy  rainbow  halos  at 
the  rims.  Nicely  struck  with  essentially  complete  details  on  both 
sides.  A scarce  date  in  Mint  State,  especially  at  the  gem  level. 
“Genuinely  rare  in  choice  and  gem  condition”  notes  the  Lange 
reference,  and  the  NGC  listing  of  grading  events  leads  us  to  the 
same  conclusion. 

NGC  Census:  9;  2 finer  (MS-66A  finest). 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003962 


438  1928  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  delicate  golden 

toning.  Sharp  details.  A worthwhile  example  of  this  popular  Phila- 
delphia date. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003963 


High-Grade  1928-D  Nickel 

None  Finer  by  PCGS 


439  1928-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  PCGS  has  graded  a couple  of  dozen 

others  at  this  level,  but  none  finer.  How  those  particular  coins 
would  check  out  in  other  aspects  is  not  known — including  strike  and 
lustre.  The  present  piece  has  sharp  details  and  is  much  nicer  than 
typically  encountered.  The  lustre  is  very  rich  and  attractive,  with 
a whisper  of  golden  toning.  Another  “keeper”  for  the  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  28:  none  finer. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003964 
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Sharp  Details  1928-S  Nickel 

Lustrous  Gem 


440  1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a few  toning  spots 

noted.  With  sharp  details,  very  close  to  full,  and  with  beautiful 
lustre,  this  1928-S  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen,  although 
among  Mint  State  pieces  it  shares  honors  with  quite  a few  others 
on  the  market.  Our  recommendation  is  that  it  certainly  is  deserving 
of  serious  purchase  consideration.  It  perchance  a full  details  nickel 
ever  becomes  available,  then  upgrade,  but  that  might  be  a long  time 
from  now! 

PCGS  Population:  53;  5 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003965 


441  1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Rich  golden  surfaces  with  intense  un- 

derlying lustre.  Nice  details  present,  not  full,  but  certainly  outlined 
and  measurable. 

PCGS  #003965 


442  1929  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with  light  silver  surfaces 

overlaid  with  delicate  gold  and  iridescent  toning.  Sharp  details, 
significantly  above  average.  In  our  study  of  thousands  of  Buf- 
falo nickels,  we  have  found  that  sharp  details  coins  are  few  and 
far  between,  and  no  full  details  coins  have  been  reliably  seen  or 
reported! 

PCGS  Population:  94;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

Appropriate  to  the  above  comment,  this  is  from  Dave  Bowers’  draft  for 
the  new  Buffalo  nickel  book  (subject  to  revision  as  the  work  is  ongoing): 
“PSST.  The  secret  is  that  the  1929  Buffalo  nickel,  a common  date  that  it 
inexpensive  even  in  Mint  State,  is  rare  if  with  Sharp  Details.  Most  have 
Typical  Details,  lightly  struck  in  areas.  As  to  Full  Details,  well,  forget  it!  In 
any  event,  a Sharp  Details  coin  is  a sleeper,  a landmark  in  the  series — but  few 
people  are  aware  of  its  significance.”  The  same  text  picks  up  a quotation 
front  David  W.  Lange  in  his  Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels:  “1929  nickels 
are  usually  well  struck  but  not  fully  struck.  This  is  typical  of  nickels  from 
the  1920s.  Partly  to  blame  was  wear  in  the  master  hubs,  but  incompletely 
hubbed  dies  and  greater  than  optimal  die-set  distance  seems  to  have  con- 
tributed to  this  problem  as  well.” 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003966 


Elegant  1929-D  Buffalo  Nickel 


443  1929-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  In  our  ongoing  studies  of  Buffalo  nickels 
we  have  never  found  a 1929-D  with  full  details.  If  such  a thing  ex- 
ists, it  has  not  been  reliably  reported.  Nearly  all  are  lightly  struck, 
with  typical  details.  However,  a few  have  sharp  details,  as  here.  As 
such,  the  present  piece  is  elegant  and  of  commanding  importance. 
Indeed,  it  is  very,  very  close  to  full  details,  but  not  quite. 

The  obverse  and  reverse  are  richly  lustrous  with  light  golden 
toning  accented  by  some  splashes  of  iridescence. 

PCGS  Population:  45;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003967 

444  1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  silver  gray  with  bursts  of  lilac 
iridescence. 

PCGS  #003967 


445  1929-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  present  piece,  with  sharp  details, 
will  nicely  fit  into  a collection  of  a connoisseur.  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  are  above  average  in  striking,  but  not  full.  In  our  survey 
(the  results  still  in  transition)  we  have  found  that  among  1929-S 
nickels  in  Mint  State,  about  4%  have  weak  details,  52%  have  typical 
details,  43%  have  sharp  details  (as  here),  and  fewer  than  1%  have 
full  details.  Across  all  these  considerations,  most  examples  in  the 
market  are  lustrous  and  have  good  visual  appeal.  The  present  piece 
is  bright  and  silvery  with  a whisper  of  lilac  toning. 

PCGS  Population:  125;  4 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003968 

446  1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Another  lovely  1929-S  nickel,  the  present 
piece  also  has  sharp  details.  The  lustre  is  rich,  and  medium  golden 
toning  completes  a very  nice  picture.  In  the  marketplace  a small 
difference  in  grade  can  mean  a big  difference  in  price.  Accordingly, 
the  present  example  may  offer  special  value. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003968 
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Ultra-Grade  1930  Nickel 


447  1930  MS-67  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  lustrous  example  that  is  in  an 

ultra-high  grade,  with  none  finer  certified  by  PCGS.  The  strik- 
ing is  nearly  sharp  on  the  obverse  and  sharp  on  the  reverse.  Most 
other  examples  of  this  date  are  what  we  call  typical  details,  rather 
flat  at  the  centers.  Accordingly,  in  addition  to  the  compelling  grade 
assigned  by  PCGS,  the  general  excellence  of  the  striking  must  be 
considered  as  well.  Brilliant  surfaces,  flashy  mint  frost,  with  a hint 
of  golden  toning. 

PCGS  Population:  18;  none  finer. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003969 


448  1930  MS-66  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  gem.  Pale  rose,  sky  blue, 

peach,  and  gold  iridescence  grace  both  sides  of  this  beauty.  Just  a 
nuance  of  striking  weakness  at  the  very  bottom  of  the  pelt  at  the 
bison’s  shoulder,  otherwise  crisp  and  sharp  everywhere. 

PCGS  #003969 


449  1930  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  FS-017.5.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A lustrous 

example  with  light  golden  toning.  Typical  details.  Of  interest  due 
to  the  die  variety  as  described  in  the  essential  Cherry  pickers’  Guide 
to  Rare  Die  Varieties  by  the  team  of  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003969 


450  1930-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  1930-S,  this  piece  has  sharp 

details,  rich  lustre,  and  delicate  golden  toning.  Most  seen  in  the 
marketplace  are  flat  at  the  centers.  We  have  never  personally  en- 
countered one  with  full  details,  and  such  may  not  exist. 

Whether  the  attention  we  pay  to  giving  Buffalo  nickels  detailed  de- 
scriptions in  addition  to  certified  grades  will  have  much  impact  on  the 
marketplace  we  do  not  know.  However,  we  can  say  with  some  degree  of 
assurance  that  connoisseurs  will  take  notice,  and  hopefully  many  readers  of 
the  present  American  Numismatic  Rarities  catalogue  will  henceforth  go 
about  in  the  marketplace  with  more  discrimination  when  they  seek  pieces 
for  their  collections. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003970 


451 


1931-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  attractive  and  lustrous  example  of 
one  of  the  most  popular  of  all  Buffalo  nickel  varieties — by  virtue 
of  its  enticingly  low  mintage.  The  present  coin  has  sharp  details, 
separated  from  full  by  some  lightness  above  the  braid.  The  fur  on 
the  bison  is  quite  good,  including  all  of  the  area  above  and  to  the 
left  of  the  horn.  The  lustre  is  rich  and  vibrant  with  delicate  golden 
toning  overall.  We  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  a full  details  coin, 
a point  that  certainly  reflects  favorably  on  the  desirability  of  the 
example  offered  here. 

PCGS  Population:  292;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003971 


452  1934  MS-66  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  lustrous  specimen  of  this 

popular  date  with  a bit  better  than  typical  details. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003972 


453 


1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  example  of  the  date, 
a pleasing  gem  with  rich  champagne  toning  on  both  sides.  Lightly 
struck  at  the  bison’s  head  and  shoulder  on  the  reverse,  a nearly 
universal  circumstance  for  the  date. 

PCGS  #003973 


454  1934-D  Small  D.  MS-65A  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  bursts 

ofbright  gold  and  other  rainbow  hues  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date,  not  fully,  but  with  much  more  detail  at  the  bison’s  head 
and  shoulder  than  is  typical  found.  A pleasing  gem  in  all  regards. 

A faint  horizontal  bisecting  obverse  die  crack  crosses  the  Indian’s  portrait 
at  the  midway  point. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003973 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 


8i 


Session  One  • <§flen* ^mk'i&rmtioisseuts  Collection 

jP  " 


455 


456 


457 


1935  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  aesthetically  appealing  and  physically 
charming  gem  1935  Buffalo  nickel.  A high  degree  of  lustre  supports 
pale  rose  and  sky  blue  toning  highlights.  Nicely  struck,  with  nearly 
full  details  at  the  bison’s  shoulder  on  the  reverse.  No  example  of 
this  date  has  been  certified  finer  than  this  gem  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  57;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #003974 


1935  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  representing  about 
the  sharpest  one  can  reasonably  hope  to  find  in  the  marketplace. 
Most  examples  of  the  otherwise  common  1935  have  typical  details 
and  are  flat  at  the  center.  Sharp  details  constitute  perhaps  28%  of 
the  population,  and  as  to  full  details,  the  number  dwindles  to  less 
than  1%. 

PCGS  Population:  57;  none  finer. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003974 


193 5-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lustrous  specimen  with  sharp  details. 
Silvery  lustre  with  light  golden  toning.  The  details  on  both  sides 
are  quite  good,  ranking  this  piece  as  significantly  above  average 
among  examples  encountered  in  the  marketplace.  Among  the 
finest  certified  by  PCGS.  In  our  survey,  an  estimated  24%  have 
weak  details,  60%  typical  details,  and  16%  sharp  details  (as  here). 
Fewer  than  1%  have  full  details. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003975 


Iridescent  1935-S  Nickel 

Sharp  Details 


458  1935-S  MS-67&  (NGC).  What  a lovely  1935-S  nickel  this  is! 

With  sharp  details,  placing  it  in  a small  minority  among  surviving 
examples,  and  with  splendid  iridescent  toning,  this  piece  will  cap- 
ture the  heart  of  anyone  who  looks  at  it.  For  all  practical  purposes 
it  is  as  sharp  as  can  be  found,  with  full  details  pieces  so  rare  that  we 
have  found  considerably  fewer  than  1%  have  this  characteristic.  For 


n 


the  1935-S  the  lustre  can  vary  widely,  and  is  usually  below  average. 
Perhaps  because  the  lustre  and  toning  are  so  nice,  NGC  gave  this 
coin  a little  star  on  its  holder.  Also,  NGC  has  graded  none  finer. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003976 

459  1935-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Another  1935-S  nickel,  this  piece  is  lus- 

trous with  light  golden  toning.  The  sharpness  is  better  than  typical 
details.  An  attractive  piece  overall. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003976 


460  1936  Type  I.  Satin  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A gem  Satin  Proof  of  the 

date,  a lovely  coin  with  an  expansive  array  ofbright  gold  and  violet 
toning  highlights.  Sharp  and  appealing,  a beauty  to  behold. 

PCGS  #003994 


461  1936  Brilliant  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  amazingly  lovely  Proof  of 

the  date,  a highly  reflective  gem  with  bright  gold,  pale  electric  blue, 
and  rich  violet  iridescence  on  both  sides.  “The  demand  for  1936 
Proofs,  particularly  in  Brilliant  finish,  is  tremendous.  This  issue  is 
significantly  scarcer  than  the  1937  Proofs,  however,  and  gems  are 
in  the  minority,”  according  to  the  Lange  reference.  The  eye  appeal 
of  the  present  specimen  is  well  above  average  for  the  issue,  plainly 
a coin  that  will  do  justice  to  any  gem  Buffalo  nickel  collection. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003995 


462  1936  MS-67  (PCGS) . A brilliant,  lustrous  example  with  delicate 

golden  toning.  Sharp  details.  A nice  example  of  this  later  date. 
From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003977 


463  193 6-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  with  full  details. 

According  to  our  research,  only  about  2%  of  the  surviving  Mint  State 
coins  can  be  classified  as  full  details.  Watch  this  otherwise  “common 
coin,”  but  a rarity  so  sharp,  go  when  it  crosses  the  block! 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003978 
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465  1937  Proof-66  (NGC).  Deep  sunset  hues  of  gold  and  rose  gather 

on  both  sides  of  this  gem  Proof  Buffalo  nickel  from  the  final  year 
of  the  series  to  see  such  coinage. 

PCGS  #003996 


466  1937  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Intensely  lustrous  and  richly  brilliant 

with  a hint  of  faint  sky  blue  toning.  A no-questions-asked  gem. 
Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #003996 


464 


1936-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lustrous  specimen  with  sharp  details, 
seriously  challenging  the  full  details  level.  Delicate  lilac  toning.  This 
sharpness  is  about  par  for  1936-S,  the  first  Buffalo  nickel  variety  in 
several  years  for  which  this  can  be  said. 

PCGS  Population:  53;  none  finer. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003979 


467  1937  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Vivid  rainbow  iridescences  comes  to  life 

on  the  reflective  surfaces  of  this  gem  Proof  Buffalo  nickel. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003996 


468  1937  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  with  sharp  details. 

Delicate  golden  toning.  A bit  sharper  than  normally  encountered 
for  the  1937  issue. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003980 


469  1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  toning.  Sharp 

details,  very  close  to  full. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003981 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1937-D  3-Legged  5 <ft 


470  1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  fully 

frosted.  Strong  underlying  lustre  supports  rich  gold,  pale  sky  blue, 
crimson,  peach,  and  other  rainbow  hues.  In  addition  to  its  innate 
aesthetic  appeal,  the  strike  is  finer  then  typically  found,  with  much 
head  and  shoulder  detail  on  the  reverse  bison.  The  underlying  lustre 
is  also  a plus,  as  this  date  is  often  dull  and  lifeless  regardless  of  grade. 
An  exemplary  example  of  the  assigned  grade. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003982 


472 


475 


476  1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  rainbow  ton- 

ing. Sharp  details.  A very  nice  conclusion  to  this  offering. 

PCGS  Population:  113;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003985  ^ 
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1937-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a hint  of  ton- 
ing. A bit  better  than  typical  details,  but  not  sharp,  but  close. 
PCGS  Population:  71;  none  finer. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003983 


1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  attractive  and  highly  lustrous 
example  of  the  last  date  and  mint  of  the  series.  Sharp  details.  Delicate 
iridescent  toning. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #003984 


1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lovely  with  sharp  details.  At- 
tractive medium  iridescent  toning  on  both  sides,  over  rich  lustre. 
PCGS  #003984 


1938-D/D  Buffalo.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 
toning.  Close  to  but  not  quite  sharp  details. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #093984 


1938-D/D  Buffalo.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  bright,  with 
delicate  golden  toning.  Sharp  details. 

From  the  Cape  Cod  Collection. 

PCGS  #093984 
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Half  Dimes 


All  half  dime  photos  are  2x  (unless  otherwise  noted) 


Magnificent  Gem  Quality  1794  Half  Dime 

“Exceptionally  Beautiful” 

477  1794  Logan  McCloskey-3,  Valentine-3.  Rarity-4.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  As  lovely  a 1794  half  dime  as  we  can  recall  seeing,  an 
impressively  vibrant  and  lustrous  specimen  that  at  its  last  auction 
appearance  in  1970  was  described  as  follows: 

“Bright,  frosty,  satiny  ‘gem’  Uncirculated.  Of  top  quality;  no 
visible  nicks,  dents,  scratches,  or  other  imperfections.  Pale  gold 
toning.  An  excellent  striking  with  even  the  central  hair  plain,  and 
all  breast  and  most  leg  feathers  visible  though  not  fully  sharp;  other 
details  needle  sharp.  ...  Exceptionally  beautiful ...  This  specimen 
is  finer  than  the  Valentine  plate  coin  and  is  only  surpassed,  so  far 
as  we  know,  by  a single  presentation  piece,  long  impounded.” 
Presumably  this  description,  authored  by  Walter  Breen,  refers  to 
the  Eliasberg  coin  which  Breen  included  in  his  Proof  book  as  a 
presentation  strike. 

The  toning,  as  described,  is  pale  gold,  framing  a brilliant  and 
untoned  center  on  the  obverse  with  neat  peripheral  color  while 
the  reverse  is  a deeper  shade  of  gray  with  gold  highlights.  A single 
very  thin  planchet  streak,  seen  only  with  a glass,  descends  from 
the  rim  through  the  horizontal  leaf  left  of  OF  on  the  reverse. 
The  strike,  as  described,  is  exceptional  and  the  lustre  and  overall 
eye  appeal  is  in  a class  well  beyond  other  1794  half  dimes  we  have 
seen.  Indeed,  many  of  the  1794  half  dimes  in  Mint  State  holders 
we  have  seen  are  so  completely  removed  from  the  original  quality 
of  this  piece  as  to  be  farcical.  The  fields  show  no  marks,  and  so  few 
lines,  that  we  are  left  with  no  other  choice  to  adjudge  this  piece 
worthy  of  a full  gem  designation.  As  a superb  first  year  type  coin 
from  the  18th  century,  its  desirability  is  obvious.  Less  obvious  is 
how  it  compares  to  the  seeming  sea  of  coins  of  reputedly  similar 
numerical  quality.  The  New  York  Connoisseur,  with  his  careful 
judgment  and  world-class  eye,  selected  this  piece  for  his  cabinet 
and  paid  a princely  $ 1,700  for  it  in  the  summer  of  1970,  a high  sum 
but  one  commensurate  with  its  preservation.  Others  with  similar 
exacting  taste  should  view  this  coin.  We  invite  you  to  bring  any 
1794  half  dime  with  you  to  lot  viewing,  most  especially  those  few 
stand-outs  certified  at  higher  levels,  and  decide  which  one  you 
really  think  is  a better  coin. 

PCGS  Population:  20;  7 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  James 
Kelly’s  sale  of  the  John  Howland  Collection,  July  1940;  Dr.  Angus  C. 
Black  Collection;  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company’s  61st  sale,  June  1970, 
Lot  200.  Perhaps  also  from  S.H.  and  Henry  Chapman ’s  sale  of  the  Thomas 
Cleneay  Collection,  December  1890,  Lot  1630,  as  per  Breen’s  suggestion, 
though  plate  matching  is  inconclusive.  The  original  New  Netherlands  lot 
envelope  accompanies  this  lot. 

PCGS  #004250 


Photo  enlarged. 
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Pleasing  1795  Half  Dime 


478  1795  LM-10,  V-4.  Rarity-3.  AU-53  (NGC).  Attractive  golden 

toning  overlays  light  silver  gray  surfaces,  with  some  darker  toning 
seen  in  protected  areas.  A nice-looking,  lightly  circulated  specimen 
of  this  very  popular  type  coin.  Evenly  struck  and  showing  only 
minor  scattered  marks,  none  especially  prominent.  A good  piece 
to  examine  and  consider  if  this  two-year  type  remains  absent  from 
your  circulated  type  set. 

PCGS  #004251 


surfaces  yield  gold  and  pale  blue  highlights  in  a strong  light.  A bit 
softly  struck  on  devices,  as  so  often  seen  on  this  issue,  though  the 
peripheries  show  good  VF  sharpness.  Only  light  marks  are  seen 
though  none  are  particularly  serious;  we  note  a thin  vertical  scratch 
in  the  lower  left  obverse  field  and  another  vertical  hairline  on  the 
eagle.  All  in  all  this  is  a highly  acceptable  circulated  specimen  of  this 
elusive  type,  original  in  appearance  and  worthy  of  a well-formed 
set. 

PCGS  #004258 


480  1829  LM-5,  V-6.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  dark  gray 

with  hints  of  golden  toning  around  obverse  devices  and  some  more 
on  the  reverse.  Decent  lustre  on  both  sides,  but  somewhat  obscured 
by  the  deep  toning.  No  major  marks  andjust  a bit  of  friction  on  the 
highest  points.  A desirable  example  of  this  first  year  of  the  type. 

PCGS  #004276 
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481  1830  LM-3,  V-8.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  silver  sur- 

faces, with  slight  friction  on  the  cheek.  Well  struck  and  pleasing. 
PCGS  #004277 


482 


1830  LM-4.2,  V-3B.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptional 
pearlescent  gray  surfaces  show  very  faint  golden  toning  and  excel- 
lent frosty  lustre.  A beautiful  little  coin,  well  struck  and  showing  no 
significant  flaws  that  would  keep  this  from  a full  gem  assignment. 
Collectors  who  enjoy  nice  original  eye  appeal  should  plan  to  bid 
aggressively  if  this  date  or  type  is  on  their  want  list.  Housed  in  a 
first  generation  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #004277 


Elusive  Gem  1831  LM-3  50 


483  1831  LM-3,  V-2.  Rarity-4.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 

specimen  of  this  challenging  die  marriage,  perhaps  one  of  the 
very  finest  known.  Magnificent  cartwheel  lustre  swirls  on  both 
sides  over  medium  silver  gray  surfaces.  Light  toning  is  present  at 
the  peripheries  of  both  sides,  including  hints  of  deep  gray,  light 
green,  and  gold.  The  surfaces  are  frosty  and  pleasing,  with  no 
defects  of  note  or  attempts  at  improvement.  A few  insignificant 
lines  are  visible  on  Liberty’s  cheek,  certainly  not  enough  to  keep 
the  piece  from  the  assigned  grade  level  (or  even  a more  aggressive 
grade  assignment!).  The  cheek  of  Liberty  is  a bit  weak,  as  is  the 
central  reverse,  but  this  is  typical  of  the  die  marriage.  In  fact,  this 
piece  appears  more  detailed  than  the  Logan-McCloskey  plate  coin 
in  these  regions.  Some  of  this  weakness  is  attributable  to  the  late 
state  of  the  obverse,  now  in  its  third  marriage  and  showing  several 
peripheral  cracks.  The  authors  of  the  LM  book  mention  that 
“high-grade  examples  of  this  die  marriage  are  difficult  to  find”  and 
cite  a specimen  graded  MS-63  as  the  finest  seen.  We  suspect  this 
piece  falls  easily  within  the  Condition  Census  for  the  variety  and 
deserves  a place  in  an  advanced  collection  of  half  dimes  by  variety. 
Housed  in  a first  generation  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #004278 
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Prooflike  Gem  1831  Half  Dime 


484  1831  LM-4,  V-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A gorgeous  gem 

specimen,  beautifully  toned  in  autumnal  shades  of  gold  and  deep 
amber,  deepening  near  the  peripheries  and  across  the  reverse  into 
light  blue  and  violet.  The  obverse  is  reflective,  perhaps  unsurpris- 
ing since  Proofs  were  struck  from  these  dies,  but  retain  excellent 
frosty  cartwheel.  The  reverse  also  shows  satiny  cartwheel  but  lacks 
the  reflective  character  of  the  obverse.  The  strike  is  bold  and  well 
defined,  and  no  flaws  require  mention.  Coins  with  this  much  natu- 
ral eye  appeal,  so  well  preserved  and  attractive  to  behold,  deserve 
a premium  bid.  PCGS  has  certified  seven  finer  specimens,  but  we 
expect  the  eye  appeal  of  this  piece  would  keep  pace  with  any  of 
them.  Housed  in  a first  generation  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  Population:  29;  7 finer  (MS-68  finest). 

PCGS  #004278 


485  1831  LM-4,  V-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous 

and  lightly  reflective  surfaces  show  lovely  olive  and  blue  toned 
centers  with  rich  amber  and  gold  at  the  peripheries.  Full  cartwheel 
on  both  sides,  very  sharply  struck,  some  minor  hairlines  but  excel- 
lent eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  Described  in  1983  as  “Gem  Brilliant 
Uncirculated.  The  obverse  prooflike,  the  reverse  frosty.  Exquisite 
iridescent  toning.”  A very  pretty  toned  half  dime  for  a type  set  or 
date  run. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
session  of  Auction  ‘83,  July  1983,  Lot  592  (@  $4,400).  The  original  lot 
ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 

PCGS  #004278 


489  1836  LM-6,  V-3.  Rarity-3.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Luxuriously  toned 

with  pastel  violet-blue  centers  fading  to  pale  green  and  gold  pe- 
ripheries. Satiny  and  highly  lustrous,  a beautiful  example  to  behold. 
Nicely  struck  and  beautifully  preserved,  with  fields  as  immaculate 
as  any  we  have  seen  at  this  grade  level.  A delightful  type  coin  that 
will  delight  anyone  who  revels  in  beautiful  toning. 

PCGS  Population  (all  varieties):  6;  3 finer  within  the  designation 
(MS-67). 

PCGS  #004287 

Gem  Uncirculated  1837  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dime 

No  Stars,  Large  Date 


488  1835  LM-10,  V-7.  Rarity-1.  Small  Date,  Small  5C.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Lustrous  silver  surfaces  with  light  traces  of  golden  brown 
toning.  Sharply  struck,  and  with  good  detail. 

PCGS  #004285 


486  1832  LM-5,  V-8.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Deep  steel  gray 

on  the  obverse  with  attractive  gold  and  blue-green  toning  blended 
around.  The  reverse  is  mostly  lustrous  with  golden  brown  toward 
the  rims.  Nicely  struck  and  attractive. 

PCGS  #004279 


490  1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  MS-66  (PCGS). 

A frosty,  satiny  gem  with  impressive  underlying  lustre  that  supports 
a wealth  of  champagne,  deep  gold,  and  fiery  crimson  iridescence. 


487  1835  LM-10,  V-7.  Rarity-1.  MS-65ff  (NGC).  Nicely  struck, 

and  with  good  lustre  beneath  deeply  toned  surfaces.  Both  sides 
display  deep  rose  gold  at  the  centers,  changing  to  violet,  blue,  and 
sea  green  toward  the  rims. 

PCGS  #004282 
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Tripled-punched  date  numerals;  this  die  was  also  used  to  strike 
Proots  ot  the  date.  Just  two  examples  of  this  date  have  been  certi- 
fied finer  then  the  present  gem  by  PCGS.  Presented  here  for  the 
first  time  in  40  years,  and  certain  to  make  an  advanced  half  dime 
specialist  or  type  coin  collector  very  happy. 

PCGS  Population:  28;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Lester 
Merkin ’s  sale  of  October  1966,  Lot  222. 

PCGS  #004311 

491  1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  MS-60  (PCGS). 

Triple-punched  date  numerals.  Deep  gold,  crimson,  and  sea  green 
toning  at  the  rims,  probably  from  long-term  storage  in  an  old  style 
holder. 

PCGS  #004311 


Choice  Uncirculated  1838-0  No  Stars  Half  Dime 


Reed  Hawn  Specimen 


492  1838-0  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A sparkling  choice  Mint 

State  example  of  this  elusive  issue,  a rare  prize  often  overlooked 
by  mainstream  numismatics,  especially  when  found  in  choice  Un- 
circulated. Robust  underlying  lustre  supports  a fiery  array  of  deep 
gold,  orange,  crimson,  and  electric  blue  on  the  obverse,  with  similar 
reverse  hues  chiefly  found  outward  from  the  central  wreath.  Struck 
from  moderately  clashed  dies  with  the  E of  DIME  plainly  visible 
beneath  Liberty’s  elbow.  From  a small  mintage  for  the  date  ofjust 
70,000  pieces.  The  new  obverse  die  type  with  stars  added  had  not 
been  received  in  New  Orleans  by  the  time  half  dime  production 
began  there,  so  that  mint  pressed  the  old-style  obverse  without 
stars  into  service.  The  present  gem  is  nicely  struck,  and  the  eye 
appeal  is  exquisite.  Add  the  rarity  of  this  piece  to  the  splendid  eye 
appeal,  and  it  is  a winner.  As  superb  now  as  it  was  the  day  it  left 
the  press,  save  for  the  fiery  display  of  vivid  toning  that  this  beauty 
has  acquired  over  the  course  of  168  years. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Reed  Hawn  Collection,  August  1973,  Lot  584;  Stack’s  sale  of 
March  1978,  Lot  1019. 

PCGS  #004314 


Choice  Uncirculated  1838-0  Half  Dime 


493  1838-0  No  Stars.  MS-63  (NGC).  A high  degree  of  lustre  and 

much  silver  brilliance  shows  through  the  speckled  lilac  toning  on 


both  sides.  Sharp  and  appealing,  a delightful  gem  example  of  the 
only  branch  mint  coinage  without  stars  on  the  obverse  in  the  half 
dime  series.  Somewhat  reflective  in  the  fields,  which  adds  an  extra 
“punch”  to  the  visual  appeal.  A lot  of  coin  for  the  grade. 

NGC  Census:  6;  5 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

From  the  Richmond  Collection. 

PCGS  #004314 


494 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS)  . An  impressively  toned  speci- 
men that  could  just  as  easily  have  been  called  MS-65  without  much 
argument  from  anyone,  for  it  is  that  sharp  and  problem-free.  Deep 
electric  blue  and  faint  sea  green  iridescence  graces  both  sides,  with 
hints  of  gold  here  and  there.  A truly  pleasing  gem  that  is  returning 
to  the  numismatic  marketplace  after  a 33-year  absence  and  we  are 
glad  to  welcome  it  back. 

Tripled  punched  1,  lower  underside  of  9 also  shows  faint  repunching, 
star  11  repunched  as  well. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Reed  Hawn  Collection,  August  1973,  Lot  586. 

PCGS  #004319 


Colorful  Gem  1839-0  Half  Dime 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


495  1839-0  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  satiny  golden 

gray  with  bursts  of  rich  carmine,  gold,  peach,  sea  green,  and  rose 
on  the  obverse  with  muted  violet,  rose,  and  gold  on  the  reverse. 
The  underlying  lustre  creates  a grand  display  on  both  sides.  Sharply 
struck  as  well.  A rarity  at  the  gem  level  despite  a mintage  figure  in 
excess  of  one  million  pieces. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

Obverse  die  cracks  from  rim  at  7:00  upward  to  the  rock  and  ribbon, 
another  from  the  rim  through  star  1 to  the  rock,  star  2 repunched,  and 
another  die  crack  from  the  rim  through  star  4 to  Liberty’s  elbow,  another 
crack  from  star  8 to  the  Liberty  cap.  Medium  O mintmark  very  slightly 
left  of  center. 

PCGS  #004320 
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496  1840-0  No  Drapery.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray  with 

varied  champagne  highlights.  Softly  struck  at  the  head  otherwise 
fairly  crisp  on  the  obverse,  lightly  struck  in  several  places  on  the 
reverse.  Valentine-4,  a scarce  variety. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  8 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-64  finest). 

Valentine-4.  Bold  repunching  shows  at  the  base  of  the  8 and  4 in  the 
date,  several  obverse  stars  repunched,  including  star  5 which  shows  nearly 
two  complete  stars!  Early  reverse  die  state,  diagnostic  die  break  from  bot- 
tom of  M in  DIME  to  O mintmark  faint,  other  faint  cracks  seen  as  well. 
Small  O mintmark. 

PCGS  #004322 


Lustrous  Gem  1841  Half  Dime 
None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 
A Newly  Discovered  Variety 


497  1841  MS-67  (PCGS).  Random  1 in  drapery.  A satiny  gem  with  in- 

tense champagne  toning  highlights  over  bold  underlying  cartwheel 
lustre.  Sharply  struck  from  modestly  clashed  dies,  with  recognizable 
clash  marks  on  both  sides;  for  instance,  the  date  is  plainly  visible  at 
the  top  of  the  reverse  at  TES  OF.  Curiously,  the  base  of  a misplaced 
numeral  1 can  be  seen  in  the  drapery  immediately  upward  to  the 
right  of  the  weight  that  holds  Liberty’s  hemline — curious  chiefly 
because  there  are  countless  numbers  of  1841  half  dimes  available 
in  just  about  any  grade  from  G-4  up  to  MS-67,  as  here.  That  this 
obvious  variety  (easily  said  now  that  it  has  been  discovered!)  has 
gone  undetected  for  165  years  shows  that  there’s  always  something 
new  under  the  numismatic  sun!  A beautiful  coin,  at  the  top  of  the 
heap  for  quality  and  aesthetics,  as  well  as  the  discovery  specimen 
of  what  could  prove  to  be  an  elusive  variety.  What  more  could 
advanced  half  dime  specialists  ask  for? 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

As  noted  above,  the  present  gem  1841  half  dime  has  what  is  unmistak- 
ably the  lower  right  serif  and  portion  of  the  upright  of  a 1 hiding  in  the 
drapery  near  the  weight  that  holds  Liberty’s  hemline.  Additionally,  nearly 
every  obverse  star  has  tiny  artifacts  in  the  fields  around  the  points.  Unlisted 
in  any  of  the  standard  references  on  the  series  as  well  as  other  important 


Tl 

references,  and  unknown  to  the  prominent  half  dime  specialists  contacted 
by  the  writer  (FW).  One  thing  is  certain:  once  this  variety  becomes  pub- 
lished knowledge  for  the  general  collecting  population,  many  half  dime 
specialists  will  be  closely  examining  their  1841s  for  examples  of  this  new 
and  currently  unique  variety! 

PCGS  #004328 


498  1842  MS-66  (PCGS).  A splendid  gem  example  of  the  date,  and 

a coin  that  is  tied  for  finest  graded  by  PCGS.  Highly  lustrous  and 
delightfully  satiny,  with  pale  rose  and  faint  sky  blue  toning  on  both 
sides.  Sharp  and  appealing. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #004330 


499  1843  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lustrous  gem  with  reflective  fields  and 

lightly  frosted  motifs.  Pale  champagne  toning  on  both  sides.  Reverse 
exhibits  a trio  of  heavy  die  cracks  that  converge  at  the  center,  no 
doubt  signifying  eventual  die  collapse.  Sharply  struck. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  8 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

PCGS  #004332 


500  1844  MS-66  (PCGS).  Normal  Date,  considerably  scarcer  than  the 

Repunched  Date  variety  that  is  most  often  seen.  Highly  lustrous 
and  delightfully  frosty,  with  rich  champagne  highlights  on  both 
sides.  A sharply  struck  beauty. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  6 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #004333 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1845  Half  Dime 

Vividly  Toned 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


501  1845  Valentine-5.  Repunched  Date.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A vividly 

toned  gem  with  incredible  cartwheel  lustre  that  greatly  heightens 
the  rich  neon  blue,  violet,  and  gold  on  the  obverse,  with  brisk  violet, 
rose,  and  electric  blue  highlights  on  the  reverse  also  benefiting  from 
the  deep  lustre.  A sharply  struck  beauty.  Simply  gorgeous. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  none  finer. 

Valentine-5.  Repunched  date  numerals.  This  variety  was  originally 
thought  to  be  1845/3,  though  much  later  research  shows  that  the  numeral 
beneath  the  existing  5 is  another  5.  Much  scarcer  than  the  variety  with 
normal  date  numerals. 

PCGS  #004335 


502  1850  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  example  of  the  date,  a sharply 

struck  specimen  with  frosty  golden  gray  and  electric  blue  highlights 
on  both  sides.  Among  the  20  finest  examples  of  the  date  seen  thus 
far  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  8 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #004345 


503  1851  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty  deep  golden  gray  beauty  with  rich 

peach  and  orange  highlights  on  the  obverse,  and  with  bright  electric 
blue,  gold,  and  rose  on  the  reverse.  Nicely  struck.  Some  portion 
of  the  mintage  for  this  date  may  have  been  melted  in  1853  at  the 
time  of  the  weight  change;  it  is  much  scarcer  in  gem  grades  than 
its  mintage  of  781,000  pieces  suggests. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  3 finer  (all  MS-67). 

PCGS  #004347 


Colorful  Gem  1853  No  Arrows  Half  Dime 


504  1853  No  Arrows.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem,  nicely  struck, 

with  rich,  satisfying  lustre.  The  obverse  is  deeply  toned  in  lilac  and 
deep  blue,  while  the  reverse  is  a colorful  medley  of  rich  gold,  peach, 
orange,  and  pale  sea  green.  Boldly  struck  with  all  the  nuances  of 
this  tiny  design  type  crisp  and  clear.  From  a modest  mintage  for  the 
date  of  135,000  pieces,  a figure  that  no  doubt  would  have  grown 
larger  but  for  the  introduction  of  the  With  Arrows  type  later  in 
the  year,  of  which  13.2  million  examples  were  produced.  Always 
desirable  to  collectors  in  virtually  any  grade  across  the  numerical 
spectrum,  with  a spirited  group  of  connoisseurs  in  pursuit  of  gems 
such  as  that  offered  here.  A beautiful  gem  example  of  the  design 
type,  appearing  in  the  numismatic  marketplace  for  the  first  time  in 
23  years,  hand-picked  for  quality  at  that  time. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  2 finer  (MS-68  finest). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Superior 
Galleries’  section  of  Auction  ‘83,  July  1983,  Lot  1628. 

PCGS  #004351 


505  1853  Arrows.  MS-65  (ICG).  A frosty,  satiny  gem  with  strong 

lustre  and  rich  crimson,  gold,  and  pale  sea  green  on  both  sides. 

Obverse  die  crack  extends  from  the  rim  at  4:00,  then  across  Liberty’s 
foot,  where  it  juts  downward  across  the  right  arrow  and  then  the  3 of  the 
date,  from  there  to  the  dentils  below. 

PCGS  #004356 


506  1855  Arrows.  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  extraordinary 

lustre,  struck  from  modestly  clashed  dies.  A hint  of  striking  weak- 
ness is  noted  at  a few  obverse  stars  and  at  a portion  of  the  reverse 
bow,  otherwise  the  details  are  crisp  and  plain. 

Variety  with  arrows  imbedded  in  rock  above,  and  with  much  of  the  rock 
above  the  viewer’s  left  hand  arrow  polished  away. 

PCGS  #004360 
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Lustrous  Gem  1855-0  Arrows  Half  Dime 


507  1855-0  Arrows.  MS-66  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  and  largely 

brilliant  with  a nuance  of  faint  champagne  toning.  Sharply  struck 
from  moderately  clashed  dies. 

NGC  Census:  7;  3 finer  (MS-681  finest). 

PCGS  #004361 


508  1856  MS-65  (NGC).  A deeply  toned  gem  with  strong  underly- 

ing lustre.  Deep  royal  purple  and  exciting  electric  blue  grace  the 
obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  deep  lilac-gray  with  splashes  of  rose 
gold.  Struck  from  clashed  dies. 

PCGS  #004363 


509  1856-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  with  strong  underlying 

lustre.  The  obverse  displays  deep  olive  and  gold  toning,  while  the 
reverse  displays  rich  violet  and  muted  electric  blue.  Nicely  struck 
from  heavily  clashed  dies  that  show  a network  of  fine  die  cracks  on 
the  obverse. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  10  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

PCGS  #004364 


510  1857  MS-66  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  and  fully  brilliant  gem 

struck  from  modestly  clashed  dies.  Boldly  struck  in  all  areas  save 
for  some  softness  in  the  obverse  dentils.  One  of  the  finest  gem 
examples  of  the  date  seen  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  2 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #004365 


511  1858  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty,  colorful  gem  with  a high  degree 

of  lustre  on  frosty  motifs  and  somewhat  reflective  fields.  Deep 
electric  blue  and  gold  highlights  grace  both  sides  of  this  nicely 
struck  gem. 

PCGS  #004367 


1858-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty,  lustrous  gem  that  is  among  the 
finest  examples  of  the  date  certified  by  PCGS.  Strong  underlying 
lustre  supports  a heavy  array  of  rich  golden  hues.  A touch  of  strik- 
ing weakness  here  or  there  on  the  obverse,  sharp  and  crisp  on  the 
reverse. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #004369 


Gem  Proof  1859  Half  Dime 

Richly  Toned 


513  1859  Proof-65  (NGC).  An  impressive  and  richly  toned  example 

of  Anthony  Paquet’s  design  for  the  year,  set  apart  from  the  Gobre- 
cht/Longacre  designs  by  a taller  Liberty,  thinner  arms,  and  hol- 
low-center stars.  Frosty  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields  display 
rich  rose  and  electric  blue  toning.  Sharp  and  appealing,  diagnostic 
repunched  numeral  present. 

The  NGC  holder  marks  this  as  “100”  when  it  is  clearly  a half  dime. 

PCGS  #004748 
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514  1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Medium  silver  gray  centers  give  way  to 

deepening  golden  gray  and  electric  blue  peripheries.  A nicely  struck 
example  ot  Anthony  Paquet’s  one-year-only  design  type. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Reed  Hawn  Collection,  August  1973,  Lot  642. 

PCGS  #004371 


“Transitional”  1860  Half  Dime  Scarcity 
Judd-267,  Rarity-4 
None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


515  1860  half  dime.  Judd-267,  Pollock-315.  Rarity-4.  Transi- 

tional. MS-67  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  A satiny,  lustrous 
gem  with  rich  royal  blue  and  deep  rose  toning  highlights.  Sharply 
struck  in  all  places  but  the  center  of  the  reverse  bow.  An  interesting 
muling,  a style  that  uses  the  1859  obverse  type  by  Paquet,  coupled 
here  with  the  new  cereal  wreath  reverse  of  1860.  It  is  thought  that 
just  100  examples  of  this  issue  were  struck,  all  in  the  circulation 
strike  format.  A “coin  without  a nation”  as  it  has  often  been  called; 
nowhere  on  either  side  does  the  named  identity  of  any  nation  ap- 
pear. Always  exciting  and  always  desirable,  especially  when  found 
so  fine. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #004373 


516  1862  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  amazing  gem.  The  fields  are  satiny  and 
the  devices  are  lightly  frosted  and  sharply  presented  with  even  the 
tiniest  detail  bold  and  crisp.  The  underlying  lustre  supports  the 
warm  champagne  toning. 

PCGS  Population:  16;  3 finer  (all  MS-68). 

PCGS  #004381 

517  Pair  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  grading  MS-64  (PCGS) : ☆ 

1862  ☆ 1870.  Both  are  lustrous  and  attractive  with  lovely  iridescent 
steel  blue  and  rose  over  both  surfaces.  A very  well-matched  pair. 
(Total:  2 pieces) 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1863  Half  Dime 


518  1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  steel  gray  with  rich  sea  green  and 

blue  toning  at  the  rims.  A scarce  low-mintage  date  from  the  height 
of  the  Civil  War,  an  issue  that  was  struck  to  the  tune  of  just  18,000 
circulation  strikes.  Indeed,  even  the  Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of 
460  pieces  was  low — the  lowest,  in  fact,  of  the  design  type  with 
obverse  legend,  making  for  an  elusive  date  in  any  format.  A touch  of 
striking  weakness  is  seen  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  reverse  wreath, 
otherwise  the  devices  are  fairly  crisp.  Boldly  repunched  18  in  date. 
Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #004382 


519  1869-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Undeniably  choice  surfaces  for  the  grade. 

A high  degree  of  lustre  and  much  mint  brilliance  mix  with  blended 
shades  of  golden  iridescence.  Some  striking  weakness  on  both  sides, 
typical  for  the  date.  Tops  of  18  in  date  repunched,  no  other  salient 
die  features  present.  An  attractive  coin. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

PCGS  #004395 


520  1871  MS-65  (PCGS).  A delightfully  toned  gem.  The  left  side  of 

the  obverse  displays  some  mint  brilliance,  though  its  outer  perimeter 
is  bordered  by  vibrant  orange,  rich  violet,  and  deep  electric  blue 
among  other  highlights.  The  reverse  is  somewhat  brilliant  at  the 
center,  giving  way  immediately  to  rich  concentric  halos  of  violet, 
electric  blue,  sea  green,  and  orange.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date. 

Broken  D in  UNITED  on  obverse. 

PCGS  #004398 
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521 


1798/7  John  Reich-1.  Rarity-3.  16  Stars.  AU-55  (NGC). 

Bright  silver  gray  with  a hint  of  peripheral  toning  in  russet  and 


blue.  Nicely  detailed  and  boldly  showing  the  important  overdate 
characteristics.  Some  hairlines  on  both  sides  have  made  the  coin 
overbright,  the  result  of  a wiping  long  ago,  and  an  old  scratch  is 
present  under  Liberty’s  bow.  Still,  strong  peripheral  lustre  remains 
and  the  eye  appeal  is  positive.  A good  example  of  this  variety  or  a 
well-defined  18th-century  dime  for  a type  set. 

PCGS  #004468 


Superlative  1798  Small  8 10^ 
Ex.  Garrett,  Lovejoy,  Bolen 
JR  Plate  Coin 


522  1798  JR-3.  Rarity-5.  Small  8.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A magnificent 

specimen  of  this  first  Heraldic  Eagle  dime  issue  and  the  only  non- 
overdate variety  of  the  year  to  show  the  rare  Small  8 date.  Highly 
lustrous,  boldly  struck,  and  very  scarce  in  any  grade.  This  piece  has 
graced  three  of  the  best  known  early  dime  collections  to  be  sold 
at  auction  and  was  chosen  as  the  plate  coin  in  the  JR  reference,  a 
testament  to  its  place  among  the  very  finest  Small  8 1798  dimes  in 
existence.  The  lustrous  surfaces  are  mostly  light  silver  gray  with  areas 
of  faint  gold  on  the  obverse  and  subtle  pastel  pale  green  and  rose  at 
central  reverse.  The  strike  is  excellent  for  the  issue,  just  weak  in  the 
area  of  the  reverse  opposite  the  deepest  relief  of  Liberty’s  bust.  A 
single  dull  nick  in  the  drapery  at  the  tip  of  Liberty’s  bust  and  some 
faint  hairlines  are  noted  but  are  insignificant. 

Over  the  years,  others  have  described  this  important  specimen 
as  follows: 

Q.  David  Bowers,  in  the  Garrett  sale:  “Sharply  struck,  except  for 
one  reverse  star.  One  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  this  early  is- 
sue. The  obverse  is  in  nearly  full  mint  brilliance  with  light  toning  to 


gray.  The  reverse  is  likewise,  with  a few  subtle  hints  ofiridescence.  A 
superb,  outstanding  coin  in  all  respects.  A prize  for  the  type  collector 
as  well  as  the  dime  specialist.  Provenance  not  known,  but  probably 
obtained  by  T.  Harrison  Garrett  in  the  19th  century.” 

Stack’s  catalogue  of  the  Lovejoy  Collection:  “The  second  rarest 
variety  of  the  year.  The  JR  Plate  Coin.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncir- 
culated, a small  mark  on  the  bust  from  a higher  grade.  Pink  and 
greenish  pastel  iridescence,  touches  of  red  at  the  rims.  Full  lustre, 
full  breast  feathers  on  the  eagle!” 

RARCOA  in  1995  described  this  piece  as  “Choice  to  Gem 
Uncirculated.  Thirteen  stars,  medium  8.  Formerly  lot  231  in  the 
Chicago  Sale  1991  where  it  was  described  as:  T798,  Mint  State 
64.  A boldly  struck  and  very  choice  example  of  this  first  year  type 
coin  with  Draped  Bust  and  Heraldic  Eagle  Reverse.  Toned  a warm 
golden-brown  with  hints  of  pink  and  green  within  the  stars.’  This 
coin  is  a beautiful  example  of  the  date  and  type.  The  eagle’s  breast 
feathers  on  the  reverse  are  fully  struck  though  there  is  some  softness 
in  several  of  the  stars  and  clouds.  Stars  to  the  left  of  Liberty  are 
much  stronger  than  usual.  Lustrous  with  full  cartwheel  on  both 
obverse  and  reverse.  A premium  coin  in  all  respects.” 

PCGS  has  only  ever  once  certified  a finer  Small  8 1798  dime, 
while  the  finer  of  the  two  examples  graded  by  NGC  was  merely 
Fine!  This  variety  is  genuinely  rare  in  anything  approaching  Mint 
State,  and  in  this  choice  Mint  State  level  of  preservation  it  is  all 
but  unsurpassed. 

PCGS  Population  (Small  8 ):  1;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

From  Bou’ers  and  Ruddy ’s  sale  of  the  Garrett  Collection,  Part  3,  October 
1980,  Lot  1571;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Allen  Lovejoy  Collection,  October  1990, 
Lot  12;  RARCOA ’s  Chicago  Sale,  August  1991,  Lot  231;  RARCOA ’s 
sale  of  the  Waldo  Bolen  Collection  (Numisma  ‘95),  November  1995,  Lot 
2008.  Plated  in  the  John  Reich  reference  on  early  dimes  on  p.  44.  The 
original  1995  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 

PCGS  #004467 
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Exceptionally  Choice  1798  Dime 
Ex.  Waldo  Bolen 


523  1798  JR-4.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Another  coin  from  the 

magnificent  Waldo  Bolen  Collection  of  dimes,  described  by 
RARCOA  in  1995  as: 

“Choice  to  Gem  Uncirculated.  Thirteen  stars,  medium  8. 
Obverse  die  crack  from  rim  at  2:00  to  Liberty’s  nose,  planchet 
flake  under  chin.  Outstanding  example  of  this  variety.  The  reverse 
is  better  struck  than  many  with  partial  breast  feathers  of  the  eagle 
visible.  Stars  to  left  of  Liberty  weak,  but  not  to  the  extent  usually 
seen.  A completely  natural  coin  in  all  respects  with  fiery  reddish 
gold  and  violet  obverse  toning  while  the  reverse  tends  to  dark  gold 
and  russet.  Estimated  mintage  for  year  is  27,550.  A wonderful  op- 
portunity for  the  advanced  collector.  NGC-64.’’ 

Still  contained  in  the  same  NGC  holder  after  a decade,  this  piece 
shows  remarkably  intense  lustre  and  gorgeous  color.  We  note  a tiny 
nick  left  of  Liberty’s  eye  that  allowed  us  to  plate  match  tins  coin  to 
the  Bolen  sale.  Other  present  marks  are  inconsequential  and  the 
overall  eye  appeal  is  spectacular.  The  reverse  is  rotated  perhaps  20° 
counterclockwise.  An  important  dime,  nice  enough  to  grace  one 
of  the  finest  cabinets  of  dimes  to  have  ever  been  assembled. 

NGC  Census  (non-overdate  varieties):  4;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

From  RARCOA ’s  sale  of  the  Waldo  Bolen  Collection  (Numisma 
‘95),  November  1995,  Lot  2009. 

PCGS  #004466 


Magnificent  Mint  State  1798  100 


2x  photo 


524  1798  JR-4.  Rarity-3.  Large  8.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Vibrant  toning 

in  pale  violet  and  intense  gold  graces  both  sides,  with  pastel  blue 
and  other  tones  framing  the  peripheries.  A simply  beautiful  dime, 
rich  with  cartwheel  lustre  and  slightly  reflective  on  the  reverse. 
The  strike  is  decent  for  the  variety,  which  often  comes  weak,  and 
localized  softness  at  Liberty’s  chin  and  nose  is  caused  by  two  large 
die  cracks  in  that  region.  The  opposite  point  on  the  reverse,  on 
the  right  border  of  the  shield,  is  also  somewhat  soft.  A vertical  die 
crack  bisects  the  obverse  in  addition  to  the  two  thatjoin  at  Liberty’s 
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profile;  on  the  reverse  a small  cud  joins  the  eagle’s  wing  tip  to  the 
denticles  at  9:00.  Overall  the  detail  is  excellent  in  places  like  the 
hair,  shoulder  drapery,  clouds,  and  shield — design  elements  apt 
to  be  weak  on  a coin  of  this  type  even  in  this  remarkable  grade.  A 
short  scratch  is  noted  just  above  Liberty’s  shoulder,  but  there  are 
very  few  contact  marks  of  any  size.  The  technical  quality  matches 
the  superlative  aesthetic  appeal. 

A piece  like  this,  boasting  such  exceptional  quality  but  bringing 
no  special  premium  for  the  die  variety,  would  be  an  excellent  choice 
for  a high-grade  type  collector,  especially  one  who  values  choice 
toning.  This  certainly  ranks  with  the  very  prettiest  we  have  seen 
of  the  type  in  recent  times. 

PCGS  Population  (Large  8):  2;  4 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

PCGS  #004466 


Condition  Rarity  1800  Dime 

AUJohn  Reich-1 


2 x photo 

525  1800  JR-1.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  One  of  the  best  known 


specimens  of  this  elusive  variety.  Deep  blue-gray  toning  frames  the 
reflective  light  silver  gray  obverse  fields,  while  the  reverse  is  a blend 
of  rose,  gold,  and  pale  blue  that  is  far  richer  than  similar  but  subtle 
highlights  in  the  obverse  fields.  The  reverse  shows  strong  satiny 
lustre.  Some  minor  hairlines  are  seen  in  the  obverse  fields,  but  none 
but  the  most  minor  contact  points  are  visible.  The  strike  is  very 
bold  for  the  variety  and  the  finest  details  are  quite  well  rendered  in 
areas  often  found  soft,  including  Liberty’s  inner  hair  strands  and 
the  legend  near  the  reverse  cud  at  9:00.  The  eye  appeal  is  lovely  for 
a coin  of  this  grade. 

Though  the  editors  of  the  John  Reich  reference  made  a non- 
specific supposition  that  “probably  not  more  than  five  are  MS-60 
or  better.  Finest  seen  is  MS-60  in  dealer’s  stock,’’  students  of  Bust 
dimes  today  believe  that  Mint  State  examples  of  JR-1  are  far  rarer 
than  once  thought,  noting  that  none  have  been  offered  publicly  in 
two  decades.  The  Norweb  and  Bolen  (Numisma  ‘95)  collections 
lacked  this  variety  entirely,  Lovejoy’s  was  a “choice  extremely  fine” 
that  was  more  worn  than  this  piece,  and  Eliasberg’s  (ex.  Winsor- 
Clapp)  was  called  VF-30.  Most  or  all  of  the  higher  grade  1800  dimes 
on  the  various  population  reports  are  JR-2,  perhaps  including  the 
high-grade  Bareford-Lovejoy  coin,  the  Norweb  piece,  one  in  the 
January  1993  Superior  sale,  and  the  Bolen  specimen.  The  appear- 
ance of  a scarce  JR-1  of  this  quality  in  the  marketplace  is  a rare 
opportunity  for  Bust  dime  specialists. 

NGC  Census  (all  varieties:  4;  5 finer  (MS-65  finest).  When  we  offered 
a similar  coin  in  December  2005,  the  census  was  just  2;  3 finer — it  seems 
to  have  doubled  in  just  a few  months! 

From  Superior  Galleries’  sale  of  July  1993  (as  NGC  AU-58),  Lot 
189.  The  original  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 

PCGS  #004470 
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526  1800 JR-1.  Rarity-4.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Medium  gray,  with  slightly 

lighter  high  points  and  some  areas  of  deeper  toning  in  the  right 
obverse  fields.  Under  magnification,  a few  old  short  scratches  are 
seen  from  a few  years  of  use,  but  almost  none  are  significant  enough 
to  be  detected  with  the  unaided  eye.  A nice  type  coin. 

PCGS  #004470 


527  1801  JR-2.  Rarity-5.  Net  Fair-2,  sharpness  of  VG-10,  but  with 

several  long  scratches,  fine  bends  in  the  rims  and  light  pitting. 
Probably  “worked  on”  by  a young  idle  hand  long  ago,  lost,  and 
found.  However,  it  remains  an  1801  dime,  the  date  is  full,  and  it 
will  serve  well  as  an  affordable  hole  filler  for  the  type. 

PCGS  #004471 


Lustrous  1802  Dime 


2x  photo 


528  1802  JR-2.  Rarity-5.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Mottled  light  silver  gray 
with  deeper  pewter  gray  around  peripheries  and  across  devices.  A 
very  attractive  specimen,  still  showing  some  lustre  in  protected 
areas.  A scratch  from  behind  Liberty’s  eye  to  the  base  of  Y above 
and  a short  diagonal  scratch  below  Liberty’s  ear  to  her  nose  are 
the  only  notable  flaws  on  the  obverse;  a batch  of  very  well  hidden 
hairline  scratches  runs  vertically  between  STATES  and  OF,  some  of 
the  typical  granularity  at  centers  and  a small  patch  near  star  3.  The 
sharpness  is  excellent  and  the  overall  visual  appeal  easily  matches 
or  exceeds  that  of  the  assigned  grade,  despite  the  small  flaws.  A 
rare  date  in  the  early  dime  series,  here  seen  in  highly  collectible 
condition. 

PCGS  #004472 
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Elusive  1802  JR-3  Dime 


530  1802  JR-3.  Rarity-6.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A very  challenging  early 

dime  variety  in  highly  collectible  grade.  Light  silver  gray  with  some 
deeper  gray  peripheral  toning  incorporating  shades  of  slate  blue. 
Very  sharp  and  offering  highly  presentable  visual  appeal.  Some 
hairlines  are  noted  on  the  obverse,  a bit  oflight  granularity  at  central 
obverse  as  so  often  found  on  this  type,  dull  dig  on  Liberty’s  chin, 
other  minor  scattered  marks.  All  design  elements  are  well  detailed, 
a fact  alone  that  marks  this  as  well  above  average  for  the  variety. 

Lovejoy  and  Bolen,  perhaps  the  best  known  early  dime  col- 
lections sold  in  modern  times,  both  would  have  been  markedly 
improved  by  this  specimen — Lovejoy’s  was  described  as  “Fine, 
small  digs  on  the  bust  with  slight  bending”  and  Bolen  lacked  this 
variety  entirely.  The  editors  of  the  JR  book  noted  an  AU-50  coin 
as  finest,  last  seen  impounded  in  a well-known  private  collection. 
The  offering  of  this  piece  is  a significant  opportunity  for  early  dime 
specialists,  as  this  piece  would  be  an  improvement  for  most. 

PCGS  #004472 


Pleasing  1804  13  Stars  Reverse  Dime  Rarity 


2x  photo 

531  1804  JR-1.  Rarity-5.  13  Stars  Reverse.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A 


very  attractive  circulated  specimen  of  this  rarest  date  in  the  early  I 
dime  series.  Light  antique  silver  gray  with  a subtle  tone  of  pale  blue 
with  golden  highlights.  Evenly  worn  and  free  trom  serious  flaws,  I 
a delightful  specimen  for  the  grade.  Some  light  hairlines  are  seen 
on  the  obverse,  a bit  of  granular  texture  may  be  found  with  a glass,  I 
and  a tiny  nick  under  0 of  the  date  serves  as  an  identifier.  Unknown  9 
in  true  Mint  State,  the  1804  dime  is  one  of  those  rarities  which  | 
is  not  appreciated  widely  enough  among  American  collectors.  Of  | 
course,  specialists  in  the  series  know  full  well  precisely  how  elusive  I 
any  1804  dime  is,  especially  one  that  actually  looks  nice!  This  piece  I 
will  be  a point  of  pride  for  any  dime  collector,  the  vast  majority  ot  | 
whom  still  lack  an  example  from  this  famed  date. 

PCGS  Population  (all  varieties):  8 (VG-VF);  9 finer  (AU-53  finest).  I 
According  to  published  data,  PCGS  has  certified  an  1804  dime  on  just  17 
occasions  since  1986. 

PCGS  #004474 
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Superb  Frosty  Mint  State  1805  100 

MS-64  (PCGS) 


2x  photo 


532  1805  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  5 Berries.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

silver  gray  surfaces  show  a remarkable  degree  of  satiny  lustre  over 
prooflike  fields,  with  a particularly  strong  reflective  characteristic 
on  the  reverse.  An  intensely  bright  and  frosty  coin!  Some  vestiges  of 
diagonal  adjustment  marks  are  seen  in  the  low  spot  beside  Liberty’s 
head  to  above  her  eye,  and  the  strike  is  thus  a bit  soft  across  the 
shield,  but  this  is  quite  typical  for  the  issue.  Other  details,  like  wing 
feathers  and  obverse  stars,  are  generally  quite  bold.  The  eye  appeal 
is  superb  with  only  some  very  minor  obverse  hairlines  to  note.  For 
quality-conscious  type  collectors  assembling  high-grade  type  sets, 
this  piece  comes  highly  recommended. 

PCGS  Population  (5  Berries):  1;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #004478 


533  1805  JR-2.  Rarity-2.  4 Berries.  AU-58  (NGC).  A highly  pleas- 

ing specimen,  deep  steel  gray  and  hints  of  pale  violet  and  olive 
toning  on  the  reverse.  Some  lustre  persists  on  the  lively,  smooth 
surfaces.  Some  microscopic  planchet  streaks  may  be  seen  on  the 
obverse,  a natural  phenomenon,  but  the  detail  is  excellent  and  the 
strike  is  finer  than  often  seen.  The  surfaces  show  no  noteworthy 
post-striking  flaws.  A good  opportunity  for  those  enthusiasts  who 
lack  this  date. 

PCGS  #004477 


Lustrous  1807  Dime 


2x  photo 


534  1807  JR-1.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Good  underlying  lustre  on 

both  sides,  but  somewhat  obscured  by  moderately  heavy  toning. 
The  centers  are  silver  gray,  with  deep  blue-green  around,  changing 


to  golden  brown  at  the  rims.  Struck  from  heavily  clashed  dies,  with 
peripheral  weakness  as  is  typical  for  the  date.  A scratch  is  noted 
below  the  eagle’s  tailfeathers,  but  this  is  not  immediately  seen. 
PCGS  #004480 


Attractively  Toned  1807  Dime 

Above  Average  Strike 


2 x photo 


535  1807  JR-1.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  brilliant 

silver  gray  with  an  attractive  crescent  of  pale  blue,  violet  and  gold 
around  the  base  of  the  obverse,  a narrower  crescent  of  similar  tones 
atop  the  frosty  reverse.  Far  better  struck  than  most  of  this  date  we 
have  seen,  an  issue  that  is  plagued  by  peripheral  weakness  caused  by 
abundant  die  clashing  and  fatigue.  On  this  piece,  the  reverse  legend 
is  complete  and  bold,  and  the  stars  are  fully  outlined  if  not  totally 
distinct  at  centers.  A small  batch  of  adjustment  marks  is  present  near 
star  1,  good  overall  surface  quality  with  just  a few  minor  hairlines. 
An  especially  nice  specimen  for  the  date  or  type  collector. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities. 

PCGS  #004480 


Frosty  Mint  State  1807  100 


2x  photo 


536  1807  JR-1.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  frosty  silver  gray 

surfaces  show  abundant  satiny  lustre,  far  more  than  usually  encoun- 
tered for  this  grade  level.  A highly  attractive  specimen  offering  the 
appearance  of  a higher  grade.  The  strike  is  typical  for  the  date,  weak 
in  some  areas  and  the  extreme  periphery.  A tiny  batch  of  contact 
points  left  of  star  5 and  a minor  abrasion  on  O of  OF  are  noted 
under  magnification  but  are  invisible  when  more  casually  examined. 
An  impressive  and  unworn  specimen,  full  of  lively  mint  bloom  and 
eye  appeal,  ideal  for  a high  grade  type  set. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  oj  Rarities. 

PCGS  #004480 
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High-Grade  1807  Dime 


537  1807  JR-1.  Rarity-2.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Good  satiny  lustre  sur- 
rounds medium  silver  gray  surfaces,  with  lighter  silver  gray  color 
and  more  lustre  visible  on  the  reverse.  Far  better  struck  than  most 
1807  dimes,  with  bold  peripheral  detail — this  alone  recommends 
this  coin  highly  to  those  who  have  seen  a goodly  number  of  the 
typical  poorly  struck  specimens  of  this  date.  Some  light  hairlines 
and  a vertical  nick  on  Liberty’s  jaw  are  noted,  but  the  eye  appeal  is 
pleasing.  Those  who  appreciate  well  struck  pieces  should  seek  out 
a chance  to  view  this  example. 

PCGS  #004480 

538  1807  JR-1.  Rarity-2.  VG-10  (PCGS).  Uniform  light  gray  sur- 
faces, with  some  light  encrustation  in  the  shield  recesses.  Typical 
strike  weakness  at  the  rims  causes  the  piece  to  appear  a little  more 
worn  than  it  actually  is.  Evenly  worn,  original  looking,  and  gener- 
ally a very  nice  example  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #004480 

Extremely  Rare  1821 JR-2 

Ex  Lovej’oy,  Logan 


539  1821  JR-2.  Rarity-7.  Large  Date.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Highly 

attractive  violet-tinted  medium  gray  with  pale  silver  gray  on  the 
high  points  of  the  design.  The  reverse  shows  some  pleasing  golden 
highlights.  No  heavy  marks  are  seen,  only  light  contact  points 
commensurate  with  the  grade.  A spot  on  Liberty’s  chin  is  joined 
by  a few  others  in  the  lower  left  field  that  only  become  clear  under 
magnification. 

An  extremely  rare  variety,  the  death  of  this  obverse  was  un- 
doubtedly caused  by  the  die  crack  that  joins  stars  1-3,  and  the  bulge 
in  that  area  is  just  beginning  to  develop.  Among  survivors  from 
these  dies,  it  must  be  among  the  better  specimens — the  fact  that 
it  was  good  enough  for  Lovejoy,  and  then  graced  the  Russ  Logan 
collection,  is  testament  to  that.  Reiver  owned  two  specimens,  both 
significantly  inferior.  A badly  scratched  example  in  the  Reiver  sale 
brought  $2,990  while  a more  palatable  piece  graded  F-12  (NGC) 
realized  $6,325  despite  having  some  dark  scale  on  it.  This  piece 
would  be  an  upgrade  over  either  of  those,  and  the  provenance  is 
just  as  desirable. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Lovejoy  Collection,  October  1990,  Lot  52; 
Russ  Logan  Collection;  Bowers  and Merena  ’s  sale  of  the  Logan  and  Steinberg 
Collections,  November  2002,  Lot  2036. 

PCGS  #004496 


Particularly  Choice  1821  Dime 

Small  Date 


Tfl 


540  1821 JR-9.  Rarity-2.  Small  Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptional 

gem-quality  cartwheel  lustre  encircles  deeply  toned  surfaces  show- 
ing rings  of  olive,  gold,  and  deep  gray.  Satiny,  well  struck,  and 
without  a single  mark  of  any  consequence.  All  details  are  bold  and 
the  visual  appeal  is  nothing  short  of  gorgeous.  We  cannot  imagine 
a higher  quality  dime  in  an  MS-64  holder,  and  we  might  say  the 
same  thing  if  this  were  graded  a point  higher! 

This  variety  is  very  tough  in  high  grades,  with  the  editors  of  the 
JR  book  noting  “at  least  four  specimens  exist  in  MS-60  or  better.” 
Three  JR  numbers  use  a “small  date”  obverse,  and  those  variet- 
ies combined  are  represented  by  just  one  finer  coin  in  the  PCGS 
Population  Report.  In  a sale  filled  with  important  early  dimes,  this 
piece  stands  out  as  a prize  for  those  who  specialize  in  the  Capped 
Bust  type.  Off  the  market  for  25  years,  it  must  be  one  of  the  finest 
known  of  this  die  variety. 

PCGS  Population  (Small  Date):  3;  1 finer  (MS-66).  The  total  popula- 
tion of  Small  Date  coins  on  the  PCGS  Population  Report  is  21,  compared 
to  153  for  the  Large  Date. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously from  Stack’s 
session  of  Auction  ‘80,  August  1980,  Lot  1135.  The  original  lot  ticket 
accompanies  this  lot. 

PCGS  #094496 


541  1825  JR-2.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Good  satiny  lustre  swirls 

around  deeply  toned  violet-gray  surfaces.  The  reverse  is  a lighter 
shade  of  gray,  and  some  pale  blue  highlights  are  seen.  No  major 
marks,  quite  appealing  for  the  grade  with  only  a small  spot  off 
Liberty’s  nose  to  note.  A good-looking  example  of  the  date. 

PCGS  #004503 
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Superb  Gem  1829  Dime 

The  Reed  Hawn  Coin 


2x 

;*  542  1829  JR-2.  Rarity-2.  Small  IOC.  MS-66  (PCGS).  1 lcredible 

cartwheel  lustre  swings  boldly  around  beautiful  frosty  surfaces, 
brilliant  with  light  golden  toning  around  the  peripheries  on  the 
obverse  while  the  reverse  boasts  deeper  golden  orange  toning.  The 
devices  are  boldly  struck  and  the  fields  show  only  the  most  trivial 
of  disturbances  under  a glass.  A tiny  spot  is  noted  under  Liberty’s 
forecurl  only  as  an  identifier.  In  1973,  this  coin  was  called  a “bril- 
liant uncirculated  gem.  Absolutely  pristine!  As  superb  a specimen 
as  could  exist.  Easily  a four  figure  item.”  Indeed,  it  brought  $ 1 ,000, 
a figure  that  was  rather  significant  then  and  underlines  the  excellent 
value  provided  by  gem  quality  Capped  Bust  dimes  today.  PCGS 
has  only  certified  a finer  example  once.  The  freshness  and  beautiful 
color  of  this  lustrous  specimen  may  place  it  among  the  very  finest 
specimens  known  today. 

PCGS  Population  (Small  10C):  7;  1 finer  within  the  designation 

I (MS-67). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur's  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Reed  Hawn  Collection,  August  1973,  Lot  692.  The  original 
lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 

PCGS  #004511 


543  1830  JR-2.  Rarity-1.  Small  10C.  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly 

lustrous  light  silver  gray  with  reflective  fields  and  a splash  of  at- 
tractive blue  toning  on  each  side.  Pretty  well  struck  and  free  of  any 
significant  flaws,  very  pleasing  for  the  grade.  Just  11  examples  of 
the  date  have  been  graded  finer  by  NGC. 

PCGS  #004517 


Beautifully  Toned  1830  100  Gem 


544  1830  JR- 7.  Rarity-4.  Large  10C.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Superb  satiny 

lustre  swirls  across  both  obverse  and  reverse.  The  obverse  is  mostly 
deep  antique  gray  with  a subtle  spectrum  of  multi-colored  toning 
around  periphery,  while  the  reverse  is  toned  as  magnificently  as  the 
plumage  of  a macaw,  ranging  from  rose  to  gold  to  bright  green  and 
back.  The  strike  is  very  sharp  and  the  surfaces  are  essentially  im- 
maculate. The  obverse,  only  used  in  this  marriage,  shows  several  light 
central  cracks  extending  as  far  as  Liberty’s  chin,  up  to  her  ear,  and  the 
down  her  hair  ribbon  toward  star  12  into  the  field.  An  interesting  and 
beautiful  coin,  about  as  nice  as  one  could  hope  for  from  this  date  or 
variety.  Housed  in  a first  generation  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  8 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #004516 


545  1836JR-3.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Beautiful  sedate  sea  blue 

toning  graces  attractive  medium  gray  surfaces.  The  cartwheel  lustre 
spins  quickly  in  the  light,  adding  liveliness  to  the  exceptional  color 
and  eye  appeal.  The  strike  is  good  and  magnified  scrutiny  reveals 
no  significant  flaws.  A very  pretty  type  coin. 

PCGS  #004528 
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Partial  Set  of  Circulated  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

A Nice  Group 

546  Partial  Set  of  Liberty  Seated  Dimes,  a neat  group  in  solid 
collector  grades  with  many  varieties  included:  ☆ 1837  No  Stars. 
Small  Date,  F-15  ☆ 1837  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  F-12  ☆ 1838-0 
No  Stars.  VF-20.  Repunched  O mintmark  ☆ 1838  Small  Stars. 
F-15.  Obverse  die  crack  connects  many  of  the  stars,  repunched  D 
in  DIME  on  reverse  ☆ 1838  Large  Stars.  VF-20.  Heavy  obverse 
die  crack  from  rim  at  11 :00  downward,  glances  along  star  7 then 
across  Miss  Liberty  to  1 in  the  date  and  then  to  the  rim  below  ☆ 
1838  Partial  Drapery  Variety.  F-12  ☆ 1839  F-12  ☆ 1840  No  Drap- 
ery. VF-20  ☆ 1840-0  No  Drapery.  F-12,  cleaned  long  ago,  now 
naturally  retoning  ☆ 1840  Drapery.  F-12  ☆ 1841  F-15,  brushed 
long  ago  ☆ 1841-0  VG-10,  some  surface  roughness  ☆ 1842  VF- 
20,  scattered  marks  ☆ 1842-0  F-15,  some  faint  granularity  7? 
1843  EF-40,  lightly  brushed  long  ago  ☆ 1843-0  VF-20,  some 
faint  roughness  ☆ 1845  F-12,  lightly  cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 1845-0 
F-15,  lightly  cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 1846  F-12.  An  important  key 
date,  much  rarer  overall  than  the  greatly  valued  1844  “Little  Orphan 
Annie”  dime,  and  important  as  such  ☆ 1847  VF-20.  Date  imbedded 
in  rock  above  ☆ 1848  VF-20.  Date  nearly  touches  rock  above  ☆ 
1849  F-12  ☆ 1849-0  F-12  ☆ 1850  VF-20  ☆ 1850-0  VF-20  ☆ 
1851  VF-20  ☆ 1851-0  F-12  ☆ 1852  VF-20,  a few  faint  scratches 
at  the  reverse  denomination.  High  Date,  tops  of  185  touch  rocks 
above  ☆ 1852-0  F-12,  brushed  long  ago  ☆ 1853  No  Arrows. 
VF-30,  tiny  scattered  marks  ☆ 1853  Arrows.  VF-20  ☆ 1853-0 
Arrows.  VF-30  ☆ 1854  Arrows.  VF-30  ☆ 1854-0  Arrows.  VF- 
30,  lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  naturally  retoning  ☆ 1855  Arrows. 
F-15  ☆ 1856  Small  Date.  F-12,  scattered  marks  ☆ 1856  Large 
Date.  EF-40.  An  attractive  example  of  an  elusive  issue  ☆ 1856-0 
F-12  ☆ 1856-S  VF-20,  lightly  cleaned  long  ago.  From  the  first 
year  of  coinage  within  the  denomination  from  the  San  Francisco 
Mint;  one  ofjust  70,000  dimes  struck  of  the  date  ☆ 1857  VF-25 

☆ 1857-0  EF-40  ☆ 1858  VF-20  ☆ 1858-0  VF-20  ☆ 1858-S  F- 
12,  lightly  cleaned  long  ago.  Another  low-mintage  San  Francisco 
date,  this  struck  to  the  tune  of 60,000  pieces  ☆ 1859  VF-20,  dark, 
some  surface  roughness  ☆ 1859-0  VF-20  ☆ 1860-S  Stars.  F-12 

☆ 1860  Legend.  VF-20,  scattered  marks  ☆ 1861  VF-20,  brushed 

☆ 1861  -S  F-12  ☆ 1862  F-12,  cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 1862-S  F-15,  a 
few  faint  marks  ☆ 1 863— S F-15  ☆ 1864-S  EF-40,  a few  well-hid- 
den marks  ☆ 1895  F-12,  faint  scratches  ☆ 1865-S  F-12,  cleaned 
long  ago  ☆ 1866-S  F-15,  cleaned  long  ago,  light  marks  ☆ 1867-S 
VF-20,  Lightly  brushed  ☆ 1868  VF-30  ☆ 1868-S  EF-45,  cleaned 
long  ago  ☆ 1869  F-12  ☆ 1869-S  EF-45  ☆ 1870  EF-45  ☆ 1870-S 
Net  VF-20;  EF-45  but  marks  and  scattered  surface  roughness.  A 
scarce  semi-key,  just  50,000  struck  ☆ 1871  EF-40,  surface  marks 

☆ 1871-S  VF-20,  obverse  spots  ☆ 1872  VF-20  ☆ 1872-S  EF-40 

☆ 1873  No  Arrows.  EF-40  ☆ 1873  Arrows.  VF-20,  scratches.  Top 
of  7 in  date  repunched  ☆ 1873-S  Arrows.  EF-40,  cleaned  long 
ago  ☆ 1874  Arrows.  EF-40,  cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 1874-S  Arrows. 
EF-40  ☆ 1875  EF-45  ☆ 1875-CC  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  F-12 

☆ 1875-CC  Mintmark  Below  Bow.  EF-40  ☆ 1875-S  Mintmark 
Above  Bow.  VF-20  ☆ 1875-S  Mintmark  Below  Bow.  EF-45  ☆ 
1876  EF-40,  cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 1876-CC  EF-45,  some  reverse 
detritus  ☆ 1876-S  EF-45  ☆ 1877  EF-40  ☆ 1877-CC  EF-40  ☆ 
1877-S  EF-40  ☆ 1878  VF-20  ☆ 1878-CC  EF-40  ☆ 1882  AU-50 

☆ 1883  EF-40,  porous  planchet  ☆ 1884  VF-35  ☆ 1884-S  VF-20 

☆ 1885  EF-45  ☆ 1886  AU-50  ☆ 1886-S  EF-40  ☆ 1887  AU-55, 
light  obverse  scratch  ☆ 1888-S  EF-45  ☆ 1889  AU-50  ☆ 1889-S 


■u 


VF-30  ☆ 1890  EF-45,  reverse  scratches  ☆ 1890-S  VF-20  ☆ 1891 
AU-55  ☆ 1891-0  VF-20,  faint  surface  roughness  ☆ 1891  -S/  Small  | 
S.  EF-45.  A pleasing  group  overall,  a collection  with  a uniform 
theme  as  to  quality  and  overall  appearance.  Liberty  Seated  dime 
collectors  and  specialist  would  do  well  to  examine  this  lot  in  detail, 
for  there  may  be  varieties  and  certainly  many  probable  upgrades  are 
within  as  well.  (Total:  102  pieces) 

Splendid  Gem  Mint  State  1839  Dime 


547  1839  No  Drapery.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty  and  highly  lustrous 

gem  with  a breathtaking  display  of  gold,  peach,  orange,  rose,  and 
blue  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck.  Obverse  die  cracks 
at  Liberty’s  head  and  final  three  stars,  reverse  die  cracks  from 
several  places  on  the  rim  to  various  letters  and  parts  of  the  wreath. 
It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a finer  example  of  the  date,  though  the 
PCGS  Population  Report  points  to  eight  grading  events  finer  than  the 
MS-66  gem  offered  here.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS 
holder. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  8 finer  (MS-68  finest). 

Fortin- 106a.  Rarity-3.  Reverse  die  alignment  approximately  200s  as 
opposed  to  the  usual  180s,  top  of  wreath  points  to  1:00  rather  than  12:00 
when  coin  is  turned  on  its  horizontal  axis. 

PCGS  #004571 


548 


1839-0  No  Drapery.  AU-55.  Choice  medium  steel  gray  surfaces 
with  lustrous  protected  areas  and  rich  halos  of  rainbow  iridescence 
at  the  rims.  A sharp  and  appealing  specimen  from  the  numismatic 
cabinet  of  one  of  America’s  earliest  recorded  coin  collectors,  Com- 
modore Matthew  C.  Perry,  whose  interests  ranged  far  and  wide, 
essentially  from  Astronomy  to  Zoology  with  many,  many  stops  in 
between.  Accompanied  by  Lyman  Low’s  handwritten  envelope 
from  when  Low  appraised  the  collection  for  the  Belmont  family 
in  1898. 

Fortin-106.  Rarity-3.  “Variety  106  is  an  early  die  state  of  the  very 
popular  Shattered  Cobweb  Reverse  Variety.  Obverse  4 exhibits  a boldly 
repunched  star  five  and  comes  fairly  well  struck  even  though  the  reverse 
die  experiences  severe  degradation.  Reverse  E is  always  seen  with  some 
level  of  initial  die  cracks  leading  to  the  spectacular  and  terminal  shattered 
reverse  (Fortin- 106a).  The  Large  O mintmark  on  reverse  E is  positioned 
right  and  low.” 

From  Bowers  and  Merena  ’s  sale  of  the  Matthew  C.  Perry  Collection, 
January  1995,  Lot  598. 

PCGS  #004572 


549  Group  of  PCGS-certified  Liberty  Seated  dimes:  ☆ 1839-0 
No  Drapery.  VF-20.  Medium  silver  gray  with  rose-gray  on  the 
high  points,  no  major  marks  or  distractions  ☆ 1844  F-15.  Deep 
lilac-gray  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  medium  silver  gray  with  bluish 
gray  and  rose  on  the  high  points  ☆ 1859-S  VF-25.  Silver  centers 
with  rich  golden  orange  and  sea  green  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1887-S 
MS-61.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces.  (Total:  4 pieces) 
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550  Three  PCGS-certified  Liberty  Seated  dimes:  ☆ 1844  VG- 10. 
Silver  gray  with  rich  olive-gray  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1880  EF-40. 
Mixture  of  delicate  rose-gray,  gold,  and  sky  blue  iridescence  on 
both  surfaces  ☆ 1881  EF-40.  Rich  golden  gray  surfaces.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 


1853-0  Arrows.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a varied 
array  of  gold  and  rose  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Many  times  scarcer 
than  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart  with  arrows  at  date,  and 
highly  sought  as  such. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  8 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

PCGS  #004604 

Choice  Mint  State  1858-S  Dime  Rarity 

Richly  Toned 

Among  Three  Finest  Seen  by  PCGS 


552  1858-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sultry  golden  gray  with  mingled  deeper 

highlights,  a pleasing  coin  with  strong  underlying  lustre  and  full, 
complete  originality.  A boldly  struck  survivor  from  a scant  mintage 
for  the  date  ofjust  60,000  pieces,  making  for  one  of  the  key  dates 
of  the  era.  The  seateddimevarieties.com  website  notes:  “1858-S  dimes 
are  very  scarce  in  any  grade.  In  grades  ofVF  or  better,  1858-S  dimes 
are  more  difficult  to  locate  than  either  the  1856-S  or  1859-S  dates. 
This  date  is  extremely  rare  in  Mint  State.”  Further,  the  website  calls 
this  date  “Rarity-7+”  in  Mint  State.  In  our  experience  the  1858-S 
dime  is  typically  seen  in  well-circulated  grades,  when  seen  at  all! 
Here  is  an  opportunity  to  obtain  one  of  the  three  finest  Uncircu- 
lated survivors  from  this  small  mintage,  an  opportunity  that  may 
not  pass  your  way  again  for  a considerable  amount  of  time.  Bid 
accordingly. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

Fortin-101.  “On  Obverse  1,  the  date  digits  slope  upward.  A defect 
connects  the  ball  of  the  5 digit  with  the  upright.  There  are  die  chips  around 
stars  3 through  6 and  stars  12  and  13.” 

PCGS  #004618 
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Stunning  Cameo  Proof  1859  Dime 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


2 x photo 

553  1859  Proof-67  CAMEO  (NGC).  A delightfully  lustrous  cameo 

Proof  of  the  date,  with  frosty  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields 
that  exhibit  a hint  of  faint  golden  toning.  One  of  800  Proofs  of 
the  date  struck,  a beautiful  survivor,  and  a coin  that  would  make  a 
worthwhile  addition  to  an  advanced  collection. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #084748 


Gem  Proof  1859  Dime 


2x  photo 

554  1859  Proof-65  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen  that  should  be  called 

“cameo,”  as  the  devices  are  heavily  frosted  and  the  fields  are  richly 
mirrored.  Perhaps  the  deep  rose,  lilac,  and  electric  blue  toning 
highlights  offset  the  cameo  effect.  A sharp  and  attractive  specimen 
that  is  worthy  of  the  assigned  grade  in  all  respects. 

PCGS  #004748 

Superb  Gem  1859  Dime 


2x 


555  1859  MS-67  (PCGS).  A splendid  gem  in  all  regards.  The  highly 

lustrous  surfaces  are  aglow  with  a faint  wash  of  pale  champagne, 
and  the  coin  is  genuinely  well  struck  despite  a touch  of  peripheral 
weakness  at  a few  areas  at  the  dentils.  An  elusive  date  at  the  assigned 
grade  level,  this  in  spite  of  a circulation  strike  mintage  of 429, 200; 
very  little  interest  was  shown  in  numismatics  at  the  time,  and  gems 
such  as  this  probably  exist  more  by  chance  than  by  design.  As  for 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1866  Dime 

Extraordinary  Toning  Highlights 


2x  photo 

561  1866  MS-66  (NGC).  Deep,  satiny  peach  centers  give  way  to  rich  ; 

violet,  indigo,  and  deep  electric  blue  halos  on  both  sides.  A sharp  | 
and  appealing  gem  example  of  the  date.  Strong  underlying  lustre  I 
adds  greatly  to  the  overall  appeal.  Called  Rarity-6  at  the  seated-  I 
dimesvarieties.com  website,  see  below.  Essentially  gorgeous! 

NGC  Census:  5;  4 finer  (MS-68  finest). 

Fortin-102b.  Rarity-6.  “Medium  Date,  upward  slope,  clashed  reverse  I 
die.” 

PCGS  #004643 

li 


2x  photo 

556  1859-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  important  rarity,  a date  that  saw  a 

mintage  ofjust  60,000  pieces,  identical  to  that  of  the  1858-S  rarity 
offered  earlier.  Lustrous  deep  silver  gray  with  richly  imbued  pale 
lilac  iridescence.  A modestly  circulated  yet  surprisingly  mark-free 
example  of  this  prize.  The  seateddimesvarieties.com  website  calls  this 
date:  “The  second  rarest  San  Francisco  Mint  Seated  dime  above 
VF  grade  after  the  1858-S  date.  Extremely  rare  in  Mint  State  with 
few  certified  by  the  top  grading  surfaces.  Determining  accurate 
pricing  for  AU  specimens  is  difficult  since  few  examples  are  ever 
sold.”  Serious  Liberty  Seated  dime  collectors  take  heed,  for  one  of 
those  “few  examples”  in  AU  is  about  to  cross  the  auction  block. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  4 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Fortin-101.  The  only  known  variety  of  the  date. 

PCGS  #004621 


Popular  1860-0  Dime  Rarity 


557  1860-0  F-12  (PCGS).  A rare  prize  in  any  grade,  a date  that  saw 

just  40,000  circulation  strikes  produced,  virtually  all  of  which  saw 
heavy  duty  in  New  Orleans  pocket  change.  Deep  lilac-gray  with 
slate  and  deep  gold  highlights.  Heavily  circulated  yet  not  heavily  or 
deeply  marked,  and  a prize  within  the  grade.  Housed  in  an  old-style 
frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  Population,  VG-VF  category:  31;  8 finer  (AU-58  finest). 

Fortin-101.  Rarity-4+  as  Fine-12. 

PCGS  #004632 


560 


2x  photo 

1866  MS-66  (PCGS).  A delightful  prooflike  specimen  with  frosted 
devices  and  reflective  fields  graced  with  rich  rose  and  royal  blue  iri- 
descence. Boldly  struck  with  full  design  motifs  present  on  both  sides. 
Another  popular  low-mintage  rarity  of  the  era,  this  produced  to  the 
tune  ofjust  8,000  circulation  strikes.  The  present  piece  has  but  one 
peer  and  one  superior  on  the  PCGS  population  roster,  an  insight  into 
the  availability  of  the  date  in  gem  condition.  We  suggest  that  if  a gem 
example  of  this  rare  date  is  on  your  want  list,  the  present  com  will  fill 
the  bill  nicely.  Housed  in  an  old-style  ffameless  PCGS  holder. 
PCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

Fortin- 102b.  Clashed  reverse  die.  Rarity-6. 

PCGS  #004643 


558 


Three  ProofLiberty  Seated  dimes:  ☆ 1863  Proof-61  (ANACS). 
Golden  toning  on  the  obverse  with  splashes  of  bluish  gray,  the 
reverse  with  mottled  bluish  gray  toning  ☆ 1867  Proof-53  (PCGS). 
Reflective  with  delicate  golden  highlight  on  both  surfaces,  the  ob- 
verse with  a splash  of  rich  lilac-gray  at  the  center  ☆ 1879  Proof-50 
(PCGS).  Splashes  of  deep  rich  rose  at  the  peripheries,  the  reverse 
with  a splash  of  iridescent  gunmetal-blue  at  the  periphery.  (Total: 
3 pieces) 
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Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1866  Dime 

Among  Three  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


quality,  PCX  IS  has  certified  a dozen  examples  of  the  date  at  MS-67, 
as  here,  with  just  one  finer.  If  you  are  looking  for  a Liberty  Seated 
dime  of  the  design  type  for  your  type  set  collection,  perhaps  your 
search  ends  here. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

Fortin-106.  Rarity-4.  "The  die  scratches  above  Liberty’s  head  through 
star  9 and  above  the  cap  are  easily  seen  with  a loupe.  Die  chips  around  stars 
4,  5,  6,  and  8.” 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities. 

PCGS  #004619 

Choice  AU  1859-S  100  Rarity 


559  1864  MS-60  (ANACS).  A lustrous  example  of  a low-mintage 

rarity.  Deep  electric  blue  dominates  both  sides  of  this  somewhat 
reflective  specimen.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  only  11,000 
circulation  strikes,  a low  production  figure  by  any  reckoning. 
Sharply  struck  in  all  places,  with  some  scattered,  well-hidden  marks 
accounting  for  the  assigned  grade. 

Fortin-102.  Medium  level  date.  Rarity-5. 

PCGS  #004639 


IOO 


American  Numismatic  RaritieI 


562  1866  MS-64  (NGC).  A prooflike  example  of  this  low-mintage 

date,  highly  lustrous  with  a blush  of  faint  gold  on  both  sides.  Re- 
punched date  numerals,  clashed  die  (see  below).  A pleasing  example 
for  the  grade,  nicely  struck  and  aesthetically  appealing,  and  best  of 
all,  perhaps  a previous  unlisted  variety! 

A comparison  of  the  four  varieties  of  the  1866  dime  listed  at  Gerry 
Fortin’s  seateddimesvarieties.com  website  makes  no  mention  of  repunched 
date  numerals  for  any  listed  variety.  On  the  present  specimen,  the  base  of 
the  original  numeral  1 can  be  seen  taindy  above  the  existing  base  of  the 
primary  1,  and  the  outer  lower  left  loop  of  the  second  6 in  the  date  shows 
the  existing  curve  of  a previous  numeral  in  the  field.  Granted,  this  restriking 
is  very  light  and  may  never  have  been  noticed,  as  it  no  doubt  faded  rapidly 
from  the  die.  Interesting  and  worthy  of  further  investigation  by  a Liberty 
Seated  dime  specialist. 

PCGS  #004643 


563  1866  VF-20  (ANACS).  A modestly  circulated  medium  golden 

gray  example  of  this  rare  and  elusive  key  date.  Rich  crimson  and 
electric  blue  toning  gathers  at  the  rims  on  both  sides.  Circulated 
but  not  heavily  marked,  a definite  plus  for  those  assembling  a nice 
circulated  set  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes — no  mean  feat,  we  might 
add. 

Fortin-102.  Die  defect  at  bottom  of  shield  stripe.  Rarity-5+. 

PCGS  #004643 

Choice  Mint  State  1870-S  Dime 
Just  50,000  Minted 


1564  1870-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A richly  lustrous  example  of  this  scarce, 

low-mintage  San  Francisco  Mint  issue,  a date  that  saw  a production 
run  ofjust  50,000  pieces.  The  present  beauty  has  deeply  reflective 
fields  and  lightly  dusted  motifs,  with  splashes  here  and  there  of  rich 
golden  toning.  Some  striking  weakness  at  the  head  and  other  areas, 
typical  for  the  date.  The  seateddimevarieties.com  website  notes:  “This 
San  Francisco  date  is  very  scarce  in  all  grades  and  becomes  rare 
in  EF  or  better.  In  Mint  State,  the  release  of  a small  hoard  allows 
some  availability,  though  the  date  is  still  considered  rare.  Ahwash 
commented  about  the  difficulties  in  locating  1870-S  dimes  and 
considered  the  date  to  be  Rarity-5  in  all  grades.”  Much  more  elusive 
than  its  already  small  mintage  indicates,  especially  when  found  so 
choice. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  9 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Fortin-101.  Rarity-6+.  “1870-S  dimes  always  come  with  a weak  reverse 
denomination  due  to  the  reuse  of  a reverse  die  from  1869.  Liberty’s  head 
is  often  seen  flat.” 

PCGS  #004652 
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565  1870-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Blazing  cartwheel  lustre  and  faint  cham- 

pagne iridescence  mingle  on  both  sides  of  this  frosty  specimen,  a 
coin  that  readily  approaches  gem  quality  to  the  unaided  eye.  Nicely 
struck  for  the  date  with  much  head  detail  present  on  the  obverse, 
and  with  virtually  full  wreath  details  present  on  the  reverse;  both 
these  areas  are  typically  lacking  in  the  average  specimen  of  the  date. 
An  incredibly  pleasing  example  of  the  only  known  variety  for  the 
date,  an  issue  called  “Rarity-6+”  in  Uncirculated  grades  at  the 
seateddimesvarieties.com  website.  Among  the  finest  examples  certified 
by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  2;  6 finer  (all  MS-65). 

PCGS  #004652 

Popular  1871-CC  Dime  Rarity 


566  1871-CC  VG-8  (ANACS).  Deep,  even  golden  gray  toning  on 

problem-free  surfaces.  Splashes  of  iridescent  gunmetal-blue  and 
rose  illuminate  the  surfaces.  A heavily  circulated  yet  undeniably 
pleasing  example  of  a popular  Liberty  Seated  dime  rarity,  the  first 
of  the  type  from  the  Carson  City  Mint,  and  one  of  the  “big  four” 
rarities  (the  1872-CC,  1873-CC  Arrows,  and  1874-CC  make  up 
the  others  of  the  “big  four”)  in  the  series.  Only  20,100  dimes  of 
the  date  were  produced,  the  vast  majority  ofwhich  saw  heavy  com- 
mercial duty  in  and  around  Nevada’s  capital  city.  An  undeniably 
worthwhile  example  of  the  date  and  grade  combination. 

PCGS  #004654 


Rare  1872-CC  Dime 


567  1872-CC  F-12  (PCGS).  Smoky  golden  surfaces  with  deeper 

highlights  at  the  rims.  Scattered  marks  are  present  though  most 
are  only  visible  under  low  magnification.  Another  rarity  from  the 
Carson  City  Mint,  highly  elusive  despite  the  modest  mintage  of 
35,480  pieces — as  with  the  1871-CC,  1873-CC  Arrows,  and  1874- 
CC  dime  issues,  examples  of  this  date  typically  saw  prolonged  use 
in  commerce  in  and  around  Carson  City.  Again,  rare  across  the 
grading  spectrum — PCGS  has  certified  just  10  examples  of  the 
date  above  the  VG-VF  category! 

PCGS  Population,  VG  to  VF:  21;  10  finer  (MS-63  finest). 

Fortin- 101.  Rarity-4+  as  F-VF. 

PCGS  #004657 
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Prized  1873-CC  Arrows  Dime  Rarity 


2x  photo 

568  1873-CC  Arrows.  VF-25  (ANACS).  Medium  slate  gray  with 

some  lighter  areas  in  the  protected  regions  of  the  design.  Modestly 
circulated,  as  the  grade  implies,  and  a few  minor  marks  are  noted  as 
well,  the  most  critical  of  these  an  old  scrape  across  Liberty’s  knee. 
Typically  found  in  heavily  circulated  grades  and  with  minor  marks 
and  surface  problems  as  here,  a fact  that  most  Liberty  Seated  dime 
specialists  are  aware  of,  and  a fact  that  does  not  deter  specialists 
from  seeking  examples  of  the  date.  The  odds  of  finding  a near- 
flawless example  of  any  of  the  “big  four”  dates  are  very  slim,  and 
experienced  collectors  have  learned  to  “settle”  over  the  years.  The 
present  specimen,  is  fairly  choice  for  the  grade  and  the  scattered 
marks  are  easily  forgivable. 

PCGS  #004666 


569  1873-CC  Arrows.  F-12  (ANACS).  Medium  lilac-gray  surfaces 

with  some  faint  blue  iridescence  on  the  high  points.  Absolutely 
choice  and  problem-free  for  the  grade,  with  no  marks  of  any  note 
that  can  be  detected  with  the  unaided  eye.  The  seateddimesmriety. 
com  website  remarks  “As  with  all  Carson  City  dimes  from  1871 
through  1874,  the  challenge  remains  in  finding  examples  that  are 
problem  free,  as  most  come  with  varying  levels  of  porosity.”  The 
present  coin  is,  as  noted,  without  visible  problems,  and  holds  up 
well  to  careful  magnified  scrutiny.  Indeed,  the  present  writer  can’t 
think  of  a numismatic  acquaintance  who  would  not  buy  this  coin  in 
the  proverbial  heart  beat!  Simply  superb  for  a coin  that  saw  what  is 
obviously  well  over  a decade  in  pocket  change.  Take  a look  at  this 
one,  and  you  will  love  it  too. 

Fortin-101.  Rarity-5.  “One  of  the  key  dates  within  the  Liberty  Seated 
dime  series.” 

PCGS  #004666 


Choice  Uncirculated  1873-S  Arrows  100 


of  this  scarce  and  popular  branch  mint  issue.  Sharply  struck  and 
decidedly  choice  for  the  grade.  Fewer  than  a dozen  grading  events 
have  been  registered  for  this  date  at  NGC  in  MS-64  or  finer. 
NGC  Census:  7;  4 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #004667 
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571  1874-CC  Arrows.  G-4  (PCGS).  Medium  golden  gray  with  faint 

lilac  overtones,  and  with  some  deeper  golden  gray  in  the  recessed 
areas.  A prized  rarity  in  all  grades,  and  far  and  away  the  most  im- 
portant key  of  all  the  regular-issue  dates  in  the  Liberty  Seated  dime 
series.  A problem  free  G-4  specimen  (called  VG-8  when  offered 
uncertified  in  the  Eliasberg  sale)  that  is  worthy  of  a premium  bid. 
The  surfaces  have  a few  faint  marks,  these  acquired  long  ago  in 
circulation  and  nearly  entirely  out  of  the  scope  of  the  unaided  eye. 
A highly  collectible  example  of  the  date,  a coin  that  will  see  strong 
bidding  activity  from  collectors  of  all  means. 

Fortin-101.  Rarity-5.  “The  key  date  to  the  Liberty  Seated  dime 
series.” 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collec- 
tion, May  1996,  Lot  1203. 

PCGS  #004669 

Gem  Uncirculated  1874-S  Arrows  Dime 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


2x  photo 

572  1874-S  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny,  lustrous  gem  with 

broadly  sweeping  underlying  lustre  that  supports  lively  gold  and 
pale  sky  blue  iridescence.  Struck  from  a rusted  obverse  die  that 
imparted  a pebbly  texture  to  Liberty’s  portrait,  evident  under  low 
magnification.  Choice  for  the  grade  and  every  bit  the  gem  the 
holder  proclaims.  One  of  four  examples  of  the  date  called  MS-65 
by  PCGS,  with  none  graded  finer.  Housed  in  an  old-style  ffameless 
PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

Fortin- 102a.  Rusted  obverse  die,  small  thin  S mintmark,  shattered 
reverse  die  with  heavy  cracks  in  numerous  places.  Rarity-4. 

PCGS  #004670 


573  1877-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  and  lustrous  matte-like  gem 

with  broadly  sweeping  underlying  cartwheel  lustre  on  lilac-gray 
surfaces.  A nuance  of  faint  gold  can  be  seen  as  well.  A rare  variety 
of  a popular  Carson  City  Mint  dime  issue,  see  below.  Sharply  struck 
from  faintly  rusted  dies,  a strictly  original  gem  that  is  a pleasure  to 
behold.  Type  II  reverse,  upper  corner  of  E in  ONE  distant  from 
wheat  kernels. 

Fortin-116.  Rarity-5.  “Obverse  7;  repunched  7,  medium  level  date,  die 
cracks.  Reverse  L:  excessively  lapped  die,  Small  CC." 

PCGS  #004683 
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574  1877-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A boldly  lustrous  gem  with  prooflike 

reflectivity  in  places,  and  with  delightful  golden  highlights  gathered 
at  the  rims.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date  with  virtually  full  details 
in  all  areas.  The  present  sparkling  gem  is  among  the  dozen  finest 
examples  of  the  date  certified  thus  far  by  PCGS.  Housed  in  an 
old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  3 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Fortin- 1 11.  Small  block  S mintmark.  Rarity-4.  The  seateddimevariet- 
ies.com  website  notes  that  a Fine- 12  example  of  the  variety  is  the  only 
one  seen  by  Gerry  Fortin,  that  particular  specimen  housed  in  his  personal 
collection. 

PCGS  #004684 


575  1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  intensely  lustrous  gem  with  rich  rose, 

violet,  and  electric  blue  iridescence  in  abundance  on  both  sides. 
Nicely  struck  for  the  date  with  essentially  complete  design  details 
on  both  sides.  Housed  in  an  old-style  ffameless  PCGS  holder. 

The  present  gem  does  not  match  any  of  the  10  varieties  of  the  date 
listed  at  the  seateddimevarieries.com  website  maintained  by  Gerry  Fortin. 
On  the  present  coin,  a faint  obverse  die  crack  runs  through  the  centers  of 
AMER1C. 

PCGS  #004694 


Scarce  1885-S  Dime 

Choice  AU 


576  1885-S  AU-55  (NGC).  A pleasing  medium  steel  gray  specimen 

with  rich  rose  and  light  silver  highlights.  From  a small  mintage  for 
the  date  ofjust  43,690  pieces,  most  of  which  saw  moderate  to  heavy 
circulation  in  West  Coast  pocket  change.  Surviving  specimens  at 
AU-55  or  finer  come  but  few  and  far  between,  and  problem  free 
AU  specimens  always  meet  with  great  collector  enthusiasm  when 
they  are  offered.  The  only  variety  of  the  date,  see  below. 

NGC  Census:  2;  18  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Fortin-101.  “A  date  that  is  rare  in  any  grade,  and  becoming  very  rare  in 
Mint  State.  This  is  the  key  date  for  With  Legend  San  Francisco  dimes.” 

PCGS  #004695 


577  1885-S  VF-20  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  gray  bordering  on  slate. 

Choice  for  the  grade  with  a few  well-hidden  old  marks  noted  for 
accuracy.  An  elusive  date  that  saw  a production  run  ofjust  43,690 


pieces,  a small  amount  when  compared  to  the  mintages  of  other 
San  Francisco  dimes  of  the  era. 

PCGS  Population,  VG-VF:  19;  22  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Fortin-101.  Rarity-5-  as  F-VF. 

PCGS  #004695 


578  1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lustrous  lilac-gray  gem  with  satiny  surfaces 

and  splashes  here  and  there  of  electric  rose  and  neon  blue. 

PCGS  #004696 


579 


1887-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  intense  cartwheel 
lustre.  Rich  crimson,  fiery  orange,  and  faint  champagne  come  to 
life  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  displays  pale  rose  and  faint 
sky  blue.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #004699 


580  1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous  beauty  remarkable  for  its  deep 

gunmetal-blue  obverse  toning  coupled  with  fiery  iridescent  red, 
crimson,  peach,  gold,  and  electric  blue  on  the  reverse.  Sharp  and 
appealing.  Housed  in  an  old-style  ffameless  PCGS  holder. 

There  are  nearly  two  dozen  die  varieties  of  this  fairly  common  date  listed 
at  the  seateddimevarieties.com  website;  the  present  beauty  has  no  remarkable 
features,  die  cracks  or  otherwise,  that  make  for  easy  identification  of  the 
variety.  Perhaps  it  will  present  a worthwhile  challenge  to  its  next  owner. 

PCGS  #004702 


581  1890  Proof-65  DCAM  (PCGS).  A gorgeous  gem  cameo  Proof 
of  the  date.  The  heavily  frosted  motifs  and  brightly  mirrored  fields 
display  varying  degrees  ot  deepening  champagne  toning.  A tiny  lint 
mark,  as  struck,  can  be  seen  just  to  the  viewer’s  right  of  the  date,  a 
natural  occurrence  that  does  little,  if  anything,  to  detract  from  the 
overall  beauty.  The  eye  appeal  is  exquisite.  Truly  magnificent  in 
appearance. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  3 within  the  designation  (Proof-67  DCAM 
finest). 

PCGS  #094787 

582  1891-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  faint  champagne 
toning. 

PCGS  #004707 
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586 
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Frosty  Gem  1892-S  Barber  10y 


583 


1892-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  lilac-gray  specimen  with  strong 
underlying  lustre  and  warm,  richly  ingrained  rose  and  sea  green 
highlights.  Die  ejection  doubling  noted  at  the  S mintmark.  A 
sharp  and  appealing  specimen  that  should  excite  novices  as  well  as 
advanced  experts  in  the  Barber  dime  series. 

PCGS  Population:  21;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

PCGS  #004798 


584  1895  MS-65  (PCGS).  A flashy,  highly  lustrous  gem  Uncirculated 

example  of  this  popular  low-mintage  Philadelphia  issue,  a date  that 
saw  a production  run  of  just  690,000  circulation  strikes.  Bright 
shades  of  champagne  toning  grace  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse 
is  a fiery  mix  of  deep  gold  and  flashy  crimson.  Sharply  struck  and 
aesthetically  appealing. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  9 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #004806 


1896  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous,  a satiny 
gem  of  the  finest  order. 

NGC  Census:  17;  6 finer  (all  MS-66). 

PCGS  #004809 


1896-0  MS-63  (NGC).  A popular  low-mintage  date,  the  pres- 
ent lustrous  specimen  one  of  610,00  examples  of  the  date  struck. 
Brilliant  at  the  centers  with  deepening  shades  of  gold  at  the  rims. 
Modestly  repunched  mintmark. 

PCGS  #004810 


1896-S  MS-63.  A richly  toned  nicely  lustrous  choice  Mint  State 
example  of  a popular  low-mintage  date,  an  issue  that  saw  a total 
production  of  just  575,056  pieces.  Sharp  and  appealing  for  the 
grade. 

PCGS  #004811 


588 


591 


592 


1897  MS-66  (PCGS).  A sharp  and  lustrous  gem  with  incredibly 
deep  toning.  The  obverse  affords  an  artistic  display  of  deep  wine 
red,  violet,  and  electric  blue,  while  the  reverse  center  explodes  in 
a fire  storm  of  bright  orange,  crimson,  and  violet,  with  a neon  blue 
halo  at  the  rims.  Indescribably  lovely. 

PCGS  #004812 


589 


1897-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Medium  golden  gray  with  strong  un- 
derlying lustre  and  rich  golden  tones  on  both  sides.  A nicely  struck 
example  of  a low-mintage  date,  one  of  just  666,000  circulation 
strikes  produced.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #004813 


590  1897-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Pale  yellow,  sea  green,  and  rose  iridescence 

on  lustrous  nicely  struck  surfaces. 

PCGS  #004814 


1905  Proof-67  CAMEO  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant. 
Some  hairlines  are  seen  on  the  reverse  when  turned  at  an  angle. 
This  piece  exhibits  excellent  eye  appeal. 

NGC  Census:  7;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  CAMEO). 
PCGS  #084889 


1905  Proof-66  (NGC).  Mottled  light  gold,  gray,  and  blue  toning 
over  silver  surfaces.  Quite  attractive  overall.  The  mintage  figures 
for  both  silver  and  gold  coins  trended  downward  during  this  era. 
Today  coins  such  as  this  are  more  elusive  than  generally  realized. 
PCGS  #004889 
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Gem  Mint  State  1907-D  Dime 


1907-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A sharp  and  appealing  gem  from  the  early 
days  of  the  Denver  Mint.  The  obverse  is  bright  at  the  center  with 
rich  gold  and  electric  blue  at  the  rim,  while  the  reverse  is  largely 
brilliant  with  a whisper  of  champagne  at  the  rim.  Undeniably 
worthy  of  the  assigned  grade. 

NGC  Census:  11;  10  finer  (MS-68  finest). 

PCGS  #004843 


1909-0  MS-65  (PCGS) . A satiny,  frosty  gem  with  broadly  sweep- 
ing underlying  cartwheel  lustre  supporting  a rich  array  of  gold,  rose, 
and  peach  highlights.  A sharply  struck  Barber  dime  from  the  final 
year  of  New  Orleans  Mint  coinage  operations.  As  lovely  now  as  it 
was  29  years  ago  in  its  last  public  auction  appearance. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  New 
England  Rare  Coin  Auctions’  sale  of  November  1977,  Lot  388. 

PCGS  #004852 


1910  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A deeply  toned  gem  Proof,  a pleasing 
survivor  from  a mintage  for  the  date  of  551  pieces.  A patchwork 
amalgam  of  rich  orange,  sea  green,  pale  blue,  violet,  and  lavender 
graces  both  sides. 

PCGS  #004894 


96  Pair  of  certified  dimes:  ☆ 1916  Barber.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant, 
lustrous  and  very  pleasing  ☆ 1936-S  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
silver  with  faint  pastel  overtones.  (Total:  2 pieces). 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1916-D  Mercury  10^ 
PCGS  MS-64  FB 


2 x photo 


597  1916-D  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  An  intensely  lustrous, 

satiny  specimen  with  bold  strike  and  stupendous  eye  appeal  for  the 
assigned  grade.  Faint  champagne  and  rose  gather  on  the  surfaces, 
embellishing  the  eye  appeal  even  more.  One  of  the  most  famous 
and  desirable  dimes  of  the  entire  dime  series.  Indeed,  not  many 
numismatists  will  tell  you  the  rarest  dime  of  the  19th  century,  but 
collectors  fir  and  wide  know  of  the  fame  and  rarity  of  the  1916-D 
Mercury  dime.  Just  264,000  examples  were  struck,  making  for  not 
only  the  lowest  mintage  figure  in  the  Mercury  dime  series,  but  also 
the  only  regular  issue  date  with  a mintage  that  falls  below  the  one 
million  coins  mark.  An  exceptional  opportunity  for  those  collectors 
who  desire  quality  and  eye  appeal  above  all  else. 

PCGS  #004907 


Choice  Uncirculated  1916-D  Mercury  100 
PCGS  MS-64  FB 


2 x photo 


598  1916-D  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  A satiny  beauty  with  nu- 

ances of  faint  peach  and  rose  on  the  obverse,  and  with  some  faint 
champagne  and  sky  blue  on  the  reverse.  Sharp  and  appealing,  a coin 
that  approaches  gem  quality  to  the  unaided  eye. 

PCGS  #004907 


599  1916-S  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  A satiny,  highly  lustrous 

gem  with  warm  golden  toning  on  both  sides,  especially  on  the 
reverse.  Lively  lustre  invites  the  viewer  for  a closer  look. 

PCGS  #004909 
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600  1918  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  creamy  underlying 

lustre  that  supports  rich  champagne  highlights. 

PCGS  #004917 


606 


1939-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  and  largely  brilliant 
gem  with  just  a pale  golden  glow  at  the  rims. 

PCGS  #005021 


High-Grade  1918-D  Dime 


601  1918-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  A high  grade  example,  not  only  with 
Full  Bands,  but  sharp  elsewhere.  Satiny  lustre  is  overlaid  by  light 
golden  toning  and  flecks  of  brown.  A coin  that  is  no  doubt  from 
an  old  time  collection. 

PCGS  #004919 

602  1920  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  A richly  toned  gem  of  exceptional 
beauty.  The  obverse  is  a colorful  patchwork  of  carmine,  orange, 
peach,  electric  blue,  rose,  and  other  iridescent  hues,  while  the 
reverse  enjoys  the  same  colorful  panorama  but  chiefly  at  the  rim. 
An  exceptional  beauty. 

PCGS  #004929 


603 


1925-D  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  and  largely  brilliant 
with  perhaps  a whisper  of  faint  champagne.  Nicely  struck  for  the 
date,  hence  the  FB  designation. 


PCGS  #004951 


604  1936  Proof-66  (NGC).  A largely  brilliant  gem  Proof  from  the 
first  year  of  such  coinage  in  the  denomination  since  1915.  Hints 
of  deep  rose  and  faint  gold  gather  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  #005071 

605  Group  of  PCGS-certified  Mercury  dimes:  ☆ 1936  MS-65  FB. 
Lustrous  with  delicate  gray  toning  striae  ☆ 1939-D  MS-65  FB. 
Highly  lustrous  with  touches  of  golden  toning  on  both  surfaces 
☆ 1940  MS-65  FB.  Lustrous  with  delicate  gold  toning  ☆ 1940-D 
MS-65  FB.  Lustrous  and  brilliant  silver  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1940-S 
MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆ 1945-S  MS-64  FB.  Lustrous.  All 
in  first  generation  PCGS  holders.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


*l_ 
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607  1941  -S  MS-65  FB  PL  (NGC).  A sparkling  prooflike  gem  with 
highly  reflective  surfaces  and  faintly  frosted  motifs.  The  lustre  is 
bright  and  fiery,  as  should  be  expected.  Fewer  than  20  examples 
of  the  date  have  been  given  FB  PL  designations  by  NGC. 

PCGS  #005033 

608  1941— S/S  FS-010.6.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  A satiny,  fully  brilliant 
and  highly  lustrous  gem  example  of  this  very  scarce  overmintmark 
variety.  Repunched  S mintmark  plainly  evident  under  low  magni- 
fication. 

PCGS  #005033 

Choice  Uncirculated  1942/1  Dime 


609  1942/1  MS-64  (ICG)  . A wealth  ofbrisk  underlying  lustre  supports 

faint  champagne  and  lilac  iridescence  on  the  obverse,  while  the 
reverse  is  aglow  with  medium  champagne  iridescence.  Perhaps  the 
most  popular  of  the  few  known  20th-century  overdates,  an  issue 
that  was  advertised  shortly  after  its  discovery  just  after  the  time  of 
issue,  a date  that  had  countless  people  checking  their  pocket  change 
during  World  War  II.  Always  popular  and  always  desirable  in  choice 
Uncirculated. 

PCGS  #005036 


610  1942/1-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  satiny  with  all  the  eye 
appeal  of  a much  finer  Mint  State  grade,  though  here  lightly  cir- 
culated. Pale  gold  and  rose  toning  highlights  enhance  the  overall 
appeal  of  this  popular  20th-century  overdate. 

PCGS  #005040 

611  1942  Proof-67  (NGC).  A glittering  gem  Proof  from  the  final 
year  of  such  coinage  until  1950.  Miss  Liberty  is  lightly  frosted  on 
the  obverse,  not  a common  occurrence  in  Proofs  of  the  date,  and  | 
desirable  as  such.  The  mirror  fields  are  deep,  and  the  obverse  dis- 
plays rich,  fiery  gold  and  electric  blue;  the  reverse  displays  a touch 
of  peach  here  and  there  with  some  silver  highlights  as  well. 

PCGS  #005077 

612  1943-S  MS-67A  (NGC).  A highly  impressive  and  equally  lustrous 
gem.  Satiny  fields  and  surfaces  display  the  sharp,  crisp  strike  to  its 
fullest.  Among  the  finest  Mint  State  examples  of  the  date  certified 
thus  far  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  3;  4 finer  (all  MS-68). 

PCGS  #005048 
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613  1943-S  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  The  only  PL  example  of  the  date  certi- 

fied by  NGC  in  any  grade!  Satiny  and  highly  lustrous  with  a faint 
hint  of  pale  champagne  on  somewhat  reflective  fields  and  lightly 
dusted  motifs. 

NGC  Census:  1;  no  others  certified  PL  by  NGC  in  any  grade. 

PCGS  #005048 


614  1944-D  MS-68  FB  (PCGS) . A blazingly  lustrous  gem  that  is  tied 

for  finest  certified  by  PCGS.  Largely  brilliant  with  a nuance  here 
and  there  of  faint  champagne.  Simply  superb. 

PCGS  Population:  64;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #005053 


615  1945  MS-65.  Mostly  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  surfaces  with  just 

slight  traces  of  golden  toning.  Very  sharply  struck,  particularly  for 
this  issue  that  is  extremely  rare  and  highly  prized  with  fully  split 
bands.  While  many  examples  of  this  date  have  completely  flat  bands, 
with  no  definition  between  the  two  central  ones,  on  this  piece, 
there  is  the  faintest  connection  of  the  two  bands.  The  strike  far 
exceeds  that  found  on  the  typical  example  and  as  such  it  presents  a 
rare  opportunity  to  acquire  a nicely  struck  example  of  this  date. 

PCGS  #005056 


617  1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  The  only  example  of  the 
popular  Micro  S mintmark  variety  certified  in  the  PL  category 
within  any  grade  by  NGC,  and  desirable  as  such.  Reflective  fields 
and  lightly  frosted  motifs  display  broadly  sweeping  cartwheel  lustre 
and  a nuance  of  faint  champagne. 

NGC  Census:  1;  no  other  PL  example  certified  by  NGC  in  any 
grade. 

PCGS  #005062 

618  1951  Proof-69  (NGC).  A vividly  toned  and  quite  stunning  gem 
Proof  from  the  early  days  of  such  coinage  in  the  Roosevelt  dime 
series.  The  motifs  are  lightly  frosted,  the  fields  deeply  mirrored, 
and  rich  neon  blue  and  gold  gathers  at  the  rims. 

PCGS  #005226 


2Qp  Pieces 


Gem  Mint  State  1875-S  200 


619  1875-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A high  degree  of  lustre  graces  satiny, 

gem  surfaces.  Pale  gold  and  rose  iridescence  is  evenly  distributed 
on  both  sides  of  this  lovely  gem. 

Portions  of  UNITED  STATES  and  CENTS  on  the  reverse  polished 
from  the  die. 

PCGS  #005298 


Choice  Full  Bands  1945  Mercury  100  Rarity 


2x  photo 


616  1945  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  A sharply  struck  example  of  a date  that 

is  found  completely  flat  at  the  reverse  center  95%  of  the  time  or 
more.  Highly  lustrous  with  splashes  of  warm  golden  toning  begin- 
ning at  both  sides.  While  the  PCGS  population  of  this  date  can  be 
measured  in  the  thousands  in  Mint  State  grade,  just  105  examples 
of  the  date  have  been  deemed  FB  by  PCGS,  quite  a contrast  all  told. 
A nice  opportunity  for  those  collectors  who  are  currently  working 
on  a FB  set  of  Mercury  dimes. 

PCGS  #005057 


Gem  Uncirculated  1875-S  200 

Popular  “$”  Variety. 


620  1875-S/S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A sparkling,  satiny  gem  with  brisk 

underlying  lustre  that  supports  a strong  blend  of  pale  peach  and  rose 
iridescence.  The  doubled-punched  S mintmark  on  the  reverse  has 
two  upper  and  two  lower  serifs  as  a result  of  the  repunching,  giving 
this  coin  its  “$”  nickname.  Nicely  struck  with  just  the  barest  hint 
of  weakness  at  Liberty’s  hair. 

PCGS  #005298 
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Quarter  Dollars 


Superb  Circulated  1796  Quarter 
Choice  F-15  (PCGS) 


622 


Popular  1875-S  200 
Choice  Mint  State 


1875-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  specimen  of  this 
popular  date  from  the  short-lived  200  series.  Rich  shades  of  deep 
champagne  glow  brightly  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck  in  all  places 
save  for  a few  obverse  stars,  and  undeniably  choice  for  the  assigned 
grade.  A strictly  original  example  of  the  date,  a coin  that  has  not 
been  "hissed  with”  in  any  manner.  Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless 
PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #005298 

Gem  Proof  1878  200 


2 x photo 

1878  Proof-66  (NGC).  An  impressively  toned  gem  Proof,  one 
of  600  struck  in  the  terminal  year  of  the  denomination  without 
attendant  business  strikes.  The  obverse  is  a robust  blend  oflilac- 
gray  and  bright  electric  blue,  while  the  reverse  scenario  depends 
largely  on  bright  gold  and  pale  electric  blue.  Sharply  struck  and 
highly  desirable,  a pleasing  example  that  will  satisfy  virtually  any 
serious  collector  of  the  series. 

NGC  Census:  19;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  finest). 
From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities.  Previously  from  the  P. 
Kaufman  Collection. 

PCGS  #005306 


2x  photo 

623  1796  Browning-2.  Rarity-3.  F-15  (PCGS).  A remarkably  nice 

example  of  one  of  the  most  sought-after  American  rarities.  Beauti- 
fully toned  antique  silver  gray,  a bit  darker  around  peripheries  than 
at  centers.  The  surfaces  are  smooth  and  attractive,  natural  in  their 
appeal  and  about  as  nice  as  could  be  expected  of  a coin  that  spent  a 
significant  amount  of  time  in  circulation.  The  details  are  sharp  for 
this  grade,  with  an  intact  profile  on  Liberty  and  complete  peripher- 
ies. A few  little  spots  are  seen  here  and  there,  including  next  to  the 
eagle,  and  two  short  scratches  on  the  eagle’s  chest  are  mentioned 
for  accuracy.  None  of  these  problems  could  be  deemed  significant. 
Frankly,  if  you  want  a Fine  1796  quarter  more  problem-free  than 
this  you’ll  probably  never  get  one! 

In  demand  as  the  very  first  American  quarter  dollar,  most 
pressure  on  the  supply  of  1796  quarters  of  course  comes  from  type 
collectors.  Over  the  years,  many  have  been  satisfied  with  worn, 
damaged,  holed,  plugged,  or  otherwise  decrepit  specimens — few 
have  been  lucky  enough  to  own  one  of  the  small  number  ot  proot- 
like  Uncs  or  undamaged  circulated  specimens.  This  piece,  while  not 
Mint  State,  certainly  can  be  counted  as  an  undamaged  circulated 
piece,  and  as  such  we  expect  very  strong  bidding. 

PCGS  #005310 
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Attractive  Fine  1804  Quarter 


624  1804  B-l.  Rarity-3+.  Net  F-12,  sharpness  ofVF-20,  but  naturally 

retoning  following  a light  cleaning.  Pleasing  pale  blue  and  golden 
highlights  over  pale  silver  gray  surfaces.  The  surfaces  are  just  a trifle 
bright  but  the  eye  appeal  is  very  nice,  especially  considering  the 
rarity  of  this  issue  in  nice  middle  circulated  grades.  Minor  hairlines 
are  present,  very  short  shallow  scratch  on  Liberty’s  chest,  no  heavy 
marks.  Since  this  issue  is  not  a one  year  design  type  like  the  1796 
quarter,  its  true  elusiveness  sometimes  gets  lost  in  comparison,  and 
the  1796  issue  remains  considerably  more  expensive  despite  similar 
mintages  (each  just  over  6,000  pieces).  PCGS,  for  example  (though 
not  relevant  to  the  present  coin  per  se),  has  certified  almost  twice 
as  many  1796  quarters  than  1804  quarters,  and  the  population  of 
survivors  from  the  1804  issue  that  remain  in  high  grade  is  just  a 
tiny  fraction  of  that  of  1796.  The  present  piece  wall  satisfy  an  early 
quarter  specialist  admirably,  and  we  remain  bullish  on  this  issue,  as- 
suming more  people  understand  its  real  elusiveness  in  the  future. 

PCGS  #005312 
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Memorable  High-Grade  1807  250 


2 x photo 

625  1807  B-l.  Rarity-2.  MS-66  (NGC).  Frosty  and  untoned  bril- 


liant silver  gray  surfaces  show  thorough  and  impressive  cartwheel 
lustre  on  both  sides.  The  fields  are  all  but  free  of  contact  points, 
particularly  so  on  the  immaculate  reverse,  indicating  that  this  coin 
has  been  very  carefully  preserved  for  many  decades.  The  reverse  is 
crisply  struck,  unusual  for  this  variety,  with  every  breast  feather  clear 
and  the  periphery  far  bolder  than  normal.  A few  parallel  adjustment 
marks  descend  from  TA  of  STATES  towards  the  eagle’s  head  but 
the  star  cluster  remains  nicely  detailed.  The  stars  on  the  right  side 
of  the  obverse  are  a bit  flat,  but  other  details  are  quite  bold.  Some 
natural  granularity  is  present  in  the  lower  left  obverse  and  outside 
of  star  4,  where  a small  batch  of  adjustment  marks  may  also  be  seen, 
but  this  texture  and  the  concomitant  faint  discoloration  is  only 
noticed  under  real  scrutiny.  This  type  is  incredibly  difficult  to  find 
in  gem  Mint  State,  and  we  suspect  this  piece  will  satisfy  most  high- 
grade  type  collectors.  NGC  has  only  ever  graded  a single  specimen 
finer. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities. 

PCGS  #005316 
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Beautiful  Mint  State  1818  25 0 


2 x photo 

626  1818  B-2.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (NGC).  Impressive  frosty  cartwheel 

lustre  over  attractive  antique  silver  gray  surfaces,  light  gray  with 
golden  and  olive  peripheral  highlights  on  the  obverse,  brilliant 
with  golden  highlights  on  the  reverse.  The  obverse  lustre  is  more 
sedate,  while  the  reverse  shows  intense  cartwheel.  Exquisitely 
detailed  on  both  sides,  with  nice  star  centers  and  full  feather  detail. 
No  significant  post-striking  flaws  are  noted,  just  a natural  planchet 
streak  between  ST  of  STATES  that  approaches  the  eagle’s  beak. 

Early  quarters  of  this  quality  are  elusive  and  perhaps  not  well- 
enough  appreciated.  This  variety  is  often  selected  by  type  collectors, 
and  we  could  see  this  piece  gracing  a high  quality  collection  built 
one  design  type  at  a time.  Only  10  examples  of  the  date  have  been 
certified  finer  by  NGC. 

PCGS  #005322 


Lustrous  Gem  1818  Quarter 

Superb  Quality 


2x  photo 


627  1818  B-2.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (NGC).  A spectrum  of  rainbow 

toning  frames  frosty  and  brilliant  silver  gray  centers,  with  a more 
consistent  peripheral  frame  of  color  on  the  obverse  than  on  the  re- 
verse. Intense  satiny  lustre  covers  both  sides.  The  strike  is  excellent, 
leaving  no  details  unrealized,  and  the  overall  visual  appeal  befits  its 
gem  grade  assignment.  Early  quarters  like  this  are  very  scarce  but 
remain  largely  unappreciated  beyond  their  service  in  type  sets.  This 
date  is  one  of  the  few  that  actually  turns  up  in  high  grade,  but  NGC 
has  certified  only  10  examples  at  finer  grades,  the  best  of  which  is 
a single  MS-67.  This  piece  is  pretty  enough  and  technically  fine 
enough  to  bring  a premium  price,  either  from  a type  enthusiast  or 
one  of  those  collectors  savvy  enough  to  gather  together  high-grade 
Bust  quarters  as  part  of  a date  or  variety  collection. 

PCGS  #005322 


628  1821 B-4.  Rarity-2.  EF-40.  Attractive  pale  blue  and  golden  toning 

over  medium  gray  surfaces.  The  obverse  is  glossy  and  attractive,  and 
the  reverse  retains  good  partial  lustre.  Some  very  modest  hairlines 
are  noted,  two  tiny  cuts  on  rim  atop  obverse,  very  pleasing  overall. 
This  would  make  a nice  mid-grade  type  set  selection. 

PCGS  #005331 
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1822  B-l.  Rarity-3 + . AU-55  (NGC)  . Substantial  lustre  remains 
on  nicely  toned  surfaces,  the  obverse  showing  medium  silver  gray 
with  splashes  of  amber  and  violet-blue  while  the  reverse  is  lighter 
silver  gray  with  gold  and  pastel  blue  at  the  peripheries.  The  reverse 
is  satiny  and  more  lustrous  than  the  obverse.  The  stars  are  soft  at 
centers  but  other  details  are  nicely  rendered.  Only  two  marks  are 
noted,  a dull  nick  at  the  tip  of  Liberty’s  bust  and  another  under  I of 
PLURIBUS,  otherwise  the  surfaces  are  free  of  even  the  most  minor 
contact  points.  A very  appealing  example  of  this  date  or  type. 

PCGS  #005332 


1825/3  B-2.  Rarity-2.  MS-60  details  (ANACS).  "Reverse  cor- 
roded, cleaned.”  A tale  of  two  sides.  The  obverse  is  superb,  with 
brilliant  silver  gray  surfaces  showing  light  attractive  golden  toning 
and  complete  satiny  lustre.  The  strike  is  bold  and  marks  are  few. 
The  overdate  characteristic  is  bold.  Visually,  the  eye  appeal  is  that 
of  a near-gem.  The  reverse  is  equally  sharp,  but  without  the  lively 
lustre  or  brilliant  surfaces.  No  major  marks  are  seen,  or  even  sig- 
nificant hairlines,  but  the  surfaces  have  something  of  a matte-like 
quality.  The  reverse  is  not  terribly  unattractive,  but  it  is  nowhere 
near  as  frosty  and  appealing  as  the  obverse.  As  it  is,  this  is  a very 
desirable  coin,  one  that  should  be  viewed  perhaps,  but  an  example 
that  offers  a lot  of  value  and  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #005336 
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Frosty  Gem  1834  Quarter 

Off  the  Market  Since  1966 


631  1834  B-l.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Magnificent  cartwheel 

lustre  graces  even  steel  gray  surfaces  with  a slight  golden  tone. 
The  reverse  is  especially  satiny,  while  the  obverse  lustre  spins  in 
a broad  cartwheel.  The  strike  is  superb  and  only  the  most  minor 
surface  marks  are  present.  Two  tiny  specks  are  present  in  the  right 
obverse  field,  more  identifiers  than  distractions.  The  visual  appeal 
is  excellent,  particularly  so  at  the  assigned  grade  level.  Indeed,  we 
would  love  to  see  how  this  piece  measures  up  to  the  two  examples 
of  this  date  currently  tied  for  finest  certified  at  MS-66.  This  piece, 
carefully  selected  for  overall  quality  by  the  New  York  Connoisseur, 
may  be  just  as  nice  or  even  better. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  2 finer  (both  MS-66). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Lester 
Merkin’s  sale  of  October  1966,  Lot  263.  The  original  Merkin  lot  ticket 
accompanies  this  lot. 

PCGS  #005353 


2x  photo 


Mint  State  1837  Quarter 

632  1837  B-2.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Lustrous  medium  gray  with  attractive  pas- 
tel pearlescence  on  both  sides.  The  toning 
is  faint  and  evenly  blended  pale  blue,  green, 
lavender  and  golden  brown.  Sharp  central 
details,  with  the  only  noteworthy  softness 
at  the  C.  below  the  eagle.  An  attractive 
example  of  the  type. 

PCGS  #005356 
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Frosty  Choice  Uncirculated  1852  Quarter 


example  ol  the  date,  a pleasing  coin  with  muted  gold  and  rose  toning 
highlights  on  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  Much  scarcer  in  Mint  State 
grades  than  is  generally  recognized;  perhaps  some  of  the  177,060 
circulation  strikes  of  the  date  were  melted  the  following  year  at  the 
time  of  the  weight  change  in  the  denomination.  Problem  free  and 
choice  for  the  grade,  and  fresh  to  the  numismatic  market  after  29 
years. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  5 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  front  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Reed  Hawn  Collection,  February  1977,  Lot 315. 

PCGS  #005419 


634  1852  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  choice  Uncirculated  with  strong 

champagne  hues  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck. 

PCGS  #005419 


635 


1857-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Medium  silver  gray  with  plenty  of 
cartwheel  lustre  remaining,  and  with  a goodly  dash  of  champagne 
on  the  reverse. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  11  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

PCGS  #005443 


Splendid  Gem  Proof  1864  Quarter 

None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


637  1864  Proof-68  (NGC).  From  a Proof  mintage  of  the  date  of  470 

pieces,  the  second  lowest  Proof  production  figure  in  the  design 
type,  1859  through  1891.  Frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored 
fields  form  a pleasing  cameo  contrast,  though  the  contrast  is  muted 
somewhat  by  the  extensive  array  of  gold  and  blue  toning  highlights; 
blue  dominates  the  obverse  while  gold  dominates  the  reverse.  You 
will  be  hard-pressed  to  find  a finer  Proof  of  the  date;  none  exist  in 
a NGC  holder. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities.  Previously  from  our  Classics 
Sale  July  2003,  Lot  575. 

PCGS  #005560 
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1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  A rich  array  of  golden  hues  graces  both 
sides  of  this  sharp,  frosty,  and  impressively  lustrous  quarter.  Sharply 
struck. 

Doubling  noted  at  QUAR.  DOL.  on  reverse. 

PCGS  #005458 
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Choice  AU  1864-S  Quarter 


2x  photo 

1864-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Medium  silver  gray  with  rose  and  lilac 
highlights  on  both  sides.  Lightly  circulated  but  surprisingly  devoid 
of  contact  marks  of  any  consequence.  A scarce  and  desirable  low- 
mintage  piece  from  San  Francisco,  one  ofjust  20,000  examples  of 
the  date  struck.  Of  the  survivors,  the  typical  issue  is  apt  to  be  VG 
to  VF  or  so,  rarely  EF,  seldom  choice  AU,  and  seldom  Mint  State 
either.  Indeed,  the  present  AU-58  example  of  the  date  is  among 
the  10  finest  certified  by  NGC.  As  elusive  as  its  low  mintage  figure 
implies,  and  well  worth  heavy  bidding  activity. 

NGC  Census:  3;  7 finer  (MS-68  finest). 


638 


PCGS  #005460 


1871  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive  choice  Mint  State  example 
of  a date  that  is  considerably  scarcer  in  Mint  State  than  its  modest 
mintage  of  118,200  pieces  suggests;  specialists  in  the  series  think 
that  a portion  of  the  1871  (and  1872)  quarter  dollar  coinage  may 
have  been  held  back  at  the  Mint,  then  melted  in  1873  at  the  time  of 
the  weight  change.  A high  degree  of  lustre  on  golden  gray  surfaces; 
wisps  of  active  electric  blue  and  pale  sea  green  gather  on  both  sides. 
Just  one  example  of  this  unsung  scarcity  has  been  certified  finer 
than  the  present  specimen  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 


PCGS  #005478 
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640  1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A deeply  toned  example  of  this 

perennial  favorite  with  quarter  dollar  specialists  and  type  coin 
collectors  alike.  Deep  golden  gray  with  olive  and  electric  blue 
iridescence. 

PCGS  #005491 


641  1875-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  gem  with  sparkling 

champagne  iridescence  present  on  both  sides.  Sharply  struck  at  the 
centers  though  the  usual  peripheral  weakness  associated  with  this 
date  is  present  as  well;  some  obverse  stars  and  the  tops  of  UNITED 
are  slightly  weak,  but  overall  the  coin  design  is  well  represented. 
Quite  scarce  at  MS-65  or  finer,  despite  the  “common  date”  status 
typically  associated  with  the  1875-S  quarter.  The  population  figures 
listed  below  help  tell  the  story. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  2 finer  (both  MS-66). 

Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #005500 


642  1876  Proof-64  CAM  (PCGS).  Highly  reflective  fields  and  heavily 

frosted  motifs  glow  with  rich  golden  centers  that  deepen  outw'ard 
to  shades  of  electric  blue  and  sea  green.  One  of  1,150  Proofs  struck 
in  our  nation’s  Centennial  year,  the  present  coin  is  among  the  eight 
finest  examples  of  the  date  called  CAM  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  CAM 
finest). 

PCGS  #085577 


643  1876-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty  example  of  a popular  Carson 

City  Mint  issue.  Rich  underlying  gold  highlights  support  pale 
electric  blue  and  olive.  Sharp  and  pleasing. 

PCGS  #005502 
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644 


645 


1877-S  S over  horizontal  S.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty  and 
lustrous  example  of  this  popular  overmintmark  variety,  the  present 
beauty  exhibiting  faint  champagne  toning  and  a crisp,  bold  strike  for 
the  date,  with  nearly  frill  details  present  everywhere.  Overmintmark 
details  plainly  evident,  first  S punched  horizontally,  second  S boldly 
punched  in  its  normal  vertical  position. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-66  finest). 

PCGS  #005507 


1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  An  engaging  Proof  of  the  date,  one  of  800 
struck.  Frosty  motifs  and  mirrored  fields  display  even  champagne 
highlights;  the  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder  makes  no  men- 
tion of  cameo  contrast,  though  there  is  plenty  of  contrast  offered 
here. 

PCGS  #005579 


646  1879  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  attractive  gem  example  of  an  elusive 

date;  just  13,600  circulation  strikes  were  produced  while  the  Mint 
turned  its  eyes  and  coinage  presses  to  huge  quantities  of  1879-dated 
Morgan  dollars.  Frosty  golden  gray  with  deeper  toning  highlights 
in  the  recessed  areas.  Pleasing  underlying  lustre  adds  to  the  gem 
quality. 

Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #005511 


647 


1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A delightful  Proof  of  the  date.  Rich 
golden  gray  surfaces  display  a wealth  of  bright,  sparkling  neon  blue 
toning  highlights. 

Housed  in  an  old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #005584 


Amazing  Gem  Cameo  Proof  1885  Quarter 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


2 x photo 


648  1885  Proof-67  CAM  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  at  the  central 

obverse  device,  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  that  display  pale  lilac 
and  electric  blue  toning.  The  reverse  is  chiefly  champagne  with 
deep  lilac  and  neon  blue  at  the  rims.  Sharp  and  appealing,  one  of  j 
930  Proofs  of  the  date  struck.  The  present  coin  is  one  ofjust  a small 
group  called  Proof-67  CAM  by  PCGS,  with  no  finer  examples  of 
the  date  certified  by  that  firm.  Quality  and  beauty  rolled  up  into 
one! 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #085586 


649 


1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  A sparkling  gem  by  any  account.  Rich 
underlying  lustre  supports  impressive  golden  highlights  on  both 
sides.  Sharp  and  appealing  and  undeniably  gem  quality  overall. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
ANA  sale  of  August  1976,  Lot  3416. 

PCGS  #005519 


650 


1888  Proof-65  (NGC).  A deeply  toned  Proof  of  the  date,  one  of 
832  pieces  struck.  Deep  golden  gray  with  warm  lilac  overtones. 
PCGS  #005589 
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551  1889  Proof-64  (PCGS).  An  impressively  toned  gem,  a Proof  that 

is  undeniably  choice  in  all  regards.  Lightly  frosted  motifs  and  heavily 
mirrored  devices  make  for  a colorful  cameo  contrast  though  such 
is  not  noted  on  the  old-style  ffameless  PCGS  holder.  A rich  array 
ot  electric  blue,  peach,  crimson,  and  varied  gold  toning  enhances 
both  sides. 

PCGS  #005590 


Gorgeous  Gem  Uncirculated  1889  Quarter 

Intense  Iridescent  Toning 


2x  photo 


52  1889  MS-67  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  impeccable  visual 

credentials.  Lively  iridescent  rose  enhances  the  deep  golden  gray 
centers  with  fiery,  lively  neon  blue  at  the  rims.  A sharply  struck 
treasure  that  is  a true  joy  to  behold  under  low  magnification.  From 
a circulation  strike  mintage  for  the  date  of  12,000  pieces,  the  pres- 
ent beauty  is  among  the  finest  survivors  from  that  tiny  production 
run. 

PCGS  Population:  20;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

PCGS  #005522 


53  1890  Proof-65  (NGC) . A splendidly  lovely  gem  Proof  of  the  date. 

The  fields  are  heavily  mirrored  and  the  devices  are  heavily  frosted. 
Some  mint  brilliance  can  be  seen  at  the  obverse  central  device,  chiefly 
around  the  shield,  while  the  rest  of  the  obverse  is  splashed  with  rich 
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violet,  crimson,  and  neon  blue.  The  reverse  is  pale  champagne  at 
the  center  giving  way  to  faint  lilac  and  deep  electric  blue  at  the  rim. 
Simply  superb,  a coin  that  ranks  high  in  aesthetic  value. 


PCGS  #005591 


1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Strong  underlying  lustre  supports  rich  and 
varied  hues  of  deep  champagne.  From  the  final  year  of  the  design 
type. 

PCGS  #005524 


1891-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny,  highly  lustrous  pale  champagne 
specimen  from  the  final  year  of  coinage  in  the  design  type.  Sharp 
and  appealing. 

PCGS  #005526 

Pair  of  Barber  quarters  Proof-63  (NGC):  ☆ 1892  Type  II  ☆ 
1895.  Both  with  reflective  fields,  lightly  frosted  motifs  and  golden 
toning  at  the  peripheries.  A well  matched  pair.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


1892  MS-65,  “artificial  toning.’’  Type  II,  eagle’s  dexter  wing  covers 
nearly  all  of  E in  UNITED.  A vivid  array  of  gold,  olive,  electric 
blue,  and  rose  covers  each  frosty  side  of  this  impressive  gem,  though 
NGC  has  questioned  the  authenticity  of  the  toning.  If  artificially 
toned,  this  lovely  gem  was  “colored"  long  ago,  certainly  well  before 
the  present  generation  of  “coin  doctors"  began  plying  their  colorful 
trade.  Regardless,  underneath  it  all  is  a gem-quality  Barber  quarter 
from  the  first  year  of  the  design  type. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection. 

PCGS  #005601 


Old  Time  Barber  Quarter  Set 

In  Wayte  Raymond  Album 

Nearly  complete  Barber  quarter  set,  1892  to  1916-D,  formed 
decades  ago,  and  clearly  not  disturbed  for  many  years.  Lacking  just 
the  1914-D,  whose  space  is  filled  in  by  an  extra  1914,  the  set  is 
complete  and  includes  the  rather  challenging  rarities  in  the  series. 
In  general,  the  coins  range  in  grade  from  AG  to  Choice  VG,  with 
the  key  dates  rated  as  follows:  ☆ 1896-S  AG-3  ☆ 1901-S  AG-3  ☆ 
1913-S  G-4.  Housed  in  a Wayte  Raymond  National  coin  album, 
which  itself  is  in  quite  nice  condition.  A very  appealing  collection 
of  nicely  matched  coins  that  should  be  examined  for  the  best  ap- 
preciation, as  many  nice  pieces  are  included.  (Total:  74  pieces) 
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Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1892-S  25^ 


2x  photo 


659  1892-S  Type  II.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  impressively  lovely  Un- 
circulated gem  from  the  first  year  of  Barber  quarter  dollar  coinage. 
Type  II  reverse,  see  below.  Somewhat  prooflike  in  appearance,  with 
frosty  motifs  and  mirrored  fields  that  display  varied  gold,  rose,  and 
pale  sky  blue  toning  highlights.  Sharply  struck.  A lovely  gem  that 
is  among  the  five  finest  examples  of  the  date  certified  thus  far  by 
PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

Type  II  reverse,  eagle’s  dexter  (viewer’s  left)  wing  covers  virtually  all 
ofE  in  UNITED;  on  the  Type  I design,  that  wing  covers  just  the  back 
upright  of  the  E. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Lester 
Merkin’s  sale  of  June  1968,  Lot  304. 

PCGS  #005603 

660  Pair  of  Proof  NGC-certified  Barber  quarters  ☆ 1893  Proof- 
62.  Reflective  with  deep  rich  steel  gray  at  the  rims  and  rich  rose 
at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1900  Old  Reverse  Hub.  Proof-61.  Reflective 
rich  rose  surfaces  with  rich  steel-gray  at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 


661  1894  Proof-64  (NGC).  A stunning  cameo  Proof  that  approaches 

gem  quality  in  many  regards.  Heavily  frosted  motifs  and  deeply 
mirrored  fields  are  ripe  with  varied  shades  of  deep  gold  and  peach. 
The  cameo  contrast  is  not  noted  on  the  NGC  holder,  though  it  is 
unquestionably  cameo  by  today’s  grading  standards. 

PCGS  #005680 


Ii6 


662  1894-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a wealth  of  warm 

sea  green  and  faint  electric  blue  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck. 
PCGS  #005609 


663  1895  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  warm  underlying  lustre 

that  supports  a mingled  blend  of  faint  blue,  champagne,  and  rose  on 
both  sides.  About  as  sharply  struck  as  ever  seen  for  a Barber  quarter 
of  any  date. 

PCGS  Population:  22;  9 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #005610 


664  1896  Proof-66  (NGC).  A sparkling  gem  Proof  with  heavy  cameo 

contrast,  though  such  is  not  noted  on  the  holder.  The  devices  are 
frosty  and  satiny,  the  fields  are  deeply  mirrored,  and  rich  gold  and 
crimson  gather  at  the  rims.  Sharp  and  appealing  in  all  respects. 

PCGS  #005682 


665  1897  Proof-66  (NGC).  A lovely  gem  with  frosty  motifs,  mirrored 

fields,  and  pale  champagne  highlights  on  both  sides.  Cameo  contrast  | 
is  present,  though  it  goes  unnoticed  on  the  NGC  holder. 

PCGS  #005683 


666  1897  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Pale  gold  and  faint  sky  blue  grace  the 

frosty  portrait  of  Liberty  and  the  mirror  obverse  field,  while  the 
reverse  is  a study  in  varied  rose  and  lilac  hues.  One  of  731  Proofs 
of  the  date  struck. 

PCGS  #005683 
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Splendid  Gem  Proof  1898  Quarter 


667  1898  Proof-68  (NGC).  A splendid  gem  Proof  of  the  date,  one 

of  735  pieces  struck.  Heavy  cameo  contrast  is  present,  though  the 
holder  makes  no  note  of  this.  Frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields  with 
wisps  of  rich  gold  at  the  rims.  The  devices  seemingly  float  in  molten 
pools  of  deep  silver.  As  pretty  as  the  proverbial  picture,  and  among 
the  finest  certified  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  20;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-69). 

PCGS  #005684 


668  1899  Proof-64  (NGC).  Reflective  fields  and  faintly  frosted  motifs 

are  highlighted  by  rich  golden  halos  at  the  rims. 

PCGS  #005685 


669  1900  Proof-64  CAM  (PCGS).  A pleasing  cameo  Proof  of  the 

date,  struck  from  the  old  hub  style  with  the  eagle’s  wing  tips  even 
with  the  reverse  peripheral  legend.  Frosty  motifs  and  mirrored  fields 
display  a nuance  of  faint  gold  at  the  obverse  rim,  while  the  reverse 
comes  alive  with  varied  shades  of  champagne  and  gold. 

PCGS  #085686 


670  1900-S  MS-63.  Central  obverse  brilliance  gives  way  to  heavy 
concentric  rings  of  deep  gold,  violet,  and  electric  blue,  while  the 
reverse  is  largely  brilliant  at  the  center  with  warm  honey  gold  at 
the  rim. 

According  to  an  article  in  Coin  World  “Collector’s  Clearinghouse” 
column,  author  David  Lange  showed  that  in  late  1900  a new  reverse  hub 
was  placed  in  use  for  Barber  quarters.  The  present  coin  is  from  the  old  hub 
(1892-1900)  with  the  tips  of  the  eagle’s  wings  on  the  reverse  even  with  the 
tops  of  the  E in  UNITED  and  E in  AMERICA.  The  new  reverse  hub  style 
has  those  wing  tips  extended  well  above  the  tops  of  those  letters. 

PCGS  #005627 

671  Pair  of  Proof  NGC-certified  Barber  quarters:  ☆ 1901  Proof- 
60  ☆ 1909  Proof-61.  Both  are  reflective  with  golden  toning  at  the 
peripheries.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


672  1902  Proof-65  (NGC).  A sparkling  gem  with  faintly  frosted  motifs 

and  mirror  fields  encircled  by  faint  rose  and  golden  halos. 

PCGS  #005688 


673  1903  Proof-66  (NGC).  Lightly  frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields 

form  a pleasing  though  somewhat  faint  cameo  contrast.  Largely 
brilliant  on  the  obverse  with  rich  gold  and  rose  beginning  at  the 
reverse  rim. 

PCGS  #005689 


674  1904  Proof-65  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  Proof  of  the  date  with  a 

whisper  of  faint  champagne  and  a hint  of  frost  on  the  devices  on 
both  sides.  One  ofjust  670  Proofs  of  the  date  struck,  a modest  figure 
within  the  context  of  the  Barber  quarter  series. 

PCGS  #005690 
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675  1904  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  centers  give  way  to 

deeper  champagne  on  the  obverse,  with  a burst  of  bright  gold  and 
crimson  in  Liberty’s  hair.  The  reverse  is  a mix  of  faint  sky  blue, 
electric  blue,  and  pale  rose. 

PCGS  #005690 


676  1905  Proof-64  (NGC).  Satiny,  largely  reflective  devices  and  fields 

display  a nuance  of  faint  golden  toning. 

PCGS  #005691 


Frosty  Gem  Uncirculated  1907-D  250 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


679  1907-D  MS-66  (NGC).  A frosty,  largely  brilliant  gem  with  intense 
cartwheel  lustre  from  the  second  year  of  Denver  Mint  coinage  op- 
erations. Not  a rarity  perse,  but  the  term  “condition  rarity”  certainly 
applies  to  this  otherwise  prolific  issue.  Well  worth  examining  before 
your  bidding  strategy  is  formed. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #005646 

680  1907-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  surfaces  with  broadly  sweeping 
underlying  lustre.  Impressive  rose  and  pale  violet  iridescence  graces 
both  sides.  Nearly  frilly  struck  on  the  reverse  eagle,  a definite  plus 
for  this  date. 

PCGS  #005647 


Impressive  Gem  Proof  1906  Quarter 


677  1906  Proof-67  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  impressive  cartwheel 

lustre  and  a hint  of  faint  gold  on  both  sides.  The  devices  are  satiny 
and  contrast  only  slightly  with  the  deep  fields.  Only  five  Proofs 
of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  than  the  beauty  presently  of- 
fered. 

NGC  Census:  27;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-68). 

PCGS  #005692 


681  1908  Proof-66  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  very  little  contrast 
between  the  devices  and  the  fields,  though  a wealth  of  eye  appeal 
certainly  makes  up  for  that  fact.  Faint  champagne  toning  on  both 
sides. 

PCGS  #005694 

682  1908-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  golden  gray  with  lively  peach,  sea 
green,  and  faint  sky  blue  at  the  peripheries.  A nicely  struck  example 
of  the  date. 

PCGS  #005651 


678 


1907  Proof-66  (NGC).  Frosty  motifs  and  satiny,  deeply  reflective 
fields  display  faint  champagne  highlights.  Pleasing  cameo  contrast 
on  the  obverse,  less  so  on  the  reverse  (typically  it  is  precisely  the 
opposite  for  certain  dates  in  the  Barber  quarter  series).  Lovely. 

PCGS  #005693 


683  1908-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous,  frosty  example  of  a fairly 

elusive  date.  Just  784,000  examples  were  struck,  and  choice  Uncir- 
culated coins  such  as  presently  offered  failed  to  survive  in  significant 
numbers.  Nicely  struck  for  this  elusive  date. 

PCGS  #005652 


*1 


n8 


American  Numismatic  Rarities) 


'Tjhe  o/^ew ^otk  c (oonnomeut \s  c (Collection  * SESSION  One 

- 


684 


1910  Proof-64  (NGC).  A pleasing  example  of  the  grade.  The 
devices  are  modestly  frosted  and  the  fields  are  deeply  mirrored, 
with  both  sides  exhibiting  lively  champagne  toning. 


PCGS  #005696 


685 


1911  Proof-65  (NGC).  An  impressive  gem  Proof  with  frosty 
motifs  and  mirrored  fields  that  display  even  medium  champagne 
on  both  sides.  Modest  cameo  contrast  is  present. 


PCGS  #005697 


686 


1911-S  Large  S over  Small  S.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  champagne 
surfaces  with  brisk  underlying  lustre  and  crisp  strike  for  the  date. 
Choice  for  the  grade,  and  a neat  variety  as  well. 

PCGS  #005661 


687  1912  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields 

form  a pleasing  cameo  contrast,  though  not  noted  on  the  PCGS 
holder.  Speckled  pale  peach,  lilac,  and  sky  blue  on  both  sides. 
PCGS  #005698 


688 


1912  Proof-65  (NGC).  An  attractive  gem  with  frosted  motifs  and 
mirrored  fields.  Modest  cameo  contrast  and  pleasing  golden  hues 
enhance  the  overall  aesthetic  appeal. 


PCGS  #005698 


689  1913  Proof-65  (NGC).  Chiefly  reflective  surfaces  with  rich  golden 

halos  at  the  rims.  Modest  cameo  contrast  is  present  on  both  sides. 
PCGS  #005699 


690  1914  Proof-64  (NGC).  Faintly  frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields 

with  rich  gold  toning  at  the  rims.  One  of  just  380  Proofs  of  the 
date  struck,  that  figure  far  and  away  the  lowest  Proof  production 
number  in  the  entire  Barber  quarter  series,  1892  through  1915;  no 
Proof  Barber  quarters  were  forthcoming  from  the  Mint  in  1916. 

PCGS  #005700 


691 


1914-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty,  highly  lustrous  gem  with  full 
mint  brilliance  tempered  by  a faint  whisper  of  pale  champagne. 
Rare  this  fine  despite  a mintage  of  nearly  3.1  million  pieces;  gems 
of  the  date  survive  today  more  through  fortuitous  circumstance 
than  through  planning. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  2 finer  (both  MS-67). 

PCGS  #005668 


692  1915  Proof-64  (NGC).  Largely  brilliant  with  a high  degree  oflustre 

on  lightly  frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields.  Rich  champagne  and 
gold  toning  gathers  at  the  rims.  One  of  only  450  Proof  quarters 
struck  in  1915,  the  final  year  of  Proof  production  in  the  Barber 
quarter  series. 

PCGS  #005701 
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1916-D  Barber.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  deep  golden  gray  gem 
with  bursts  of  rich  electric  blue,  fiery  peach,  and  pale  sea  green 
on  both  sides.  A colorful  beauty  from  the  final  year  of  the  Barber 
quarter  dollar  series. 

PCGS  #005674 


Gem  1916  Standing  Liberty  250 
PCGS  MS-65  FH 


694  1916  Standing  Liberty.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  A truly  splendid 

example  of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  artistically  rendered  of 
all  U.S.  coin  designs.  Hermon  A.  MacNeil,  a one-time  student  of 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  helped  to  raise  American  coinage  to  a 
new  level  in  1916  with  his  design.  The  present  specimen  is  highly 
lustrous  and  delightfully  satiny,  with  a warm  golden  glow  that  suits 
the  coin  to  the  proverbial  “T.”  One  of  only  52,000  examples  of 
the  date  struck,  a figure  that  is  among  the  lowest  mintage  figures 
of  any  20th  century  coin,  copper,  nickel,  silver,  or  gold.  Always 
respected  as  a rarity  and  as  a date  that  increases  in  value  and  fame  as 
the  assigned  grade  climbs  up  the  grading  scale.  Here  at  MS-65  FH 
would-be  bidders  are  confronted  with  a prize  that  is  worthy  of  a 
small  bidding  melee.  Only  a dozen  examples  of  this  rarity  have  been 
certified  finer  than  the  present  gem  by  PCGS.  It  would  certainly 
take  a superb  example  of  the  date  to  score  higher  aesthetically  and 
physically  than  the  present  beauty. 

PCGS  Population:  66;  12  finer  within  the  designation  (MS-67  FH 
finest). 

PCGS  #005705 


Choice  AU  1916  Standing  Liberty  250 


Richly  Toned 


2x  photo 


695  1916  Standing  Liberty.  AU-58  (NGC).  Heavy  underlying  lustre 

supports  deep  lilac-gray  highlights,  with  even  deeper  highlights  in 
the  protected  areas.  A sharp  and  pleasing  lightly  circulated  example 
of  this  prized  rarity. 

PCGS  #005704 


696 


1917  Type  I.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  broadly 
sweeping  underlying  cartwheel  lustre  that  supports  rich  peach,  gold, 
and  silver  gray  toning.  Somewhat  matte-like  in  appearance,  which 
always  adds  to  the  aesthetic  loveliness  of  the  design  type.  Sharp  and 
appealing. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  front  Lester 
Merkin’s  sale  of  October  1972,  Lot  795. 

PCGS  #005707 


697 


1917  Type  I.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  impressive  lustre  and  glorious 
champagne  highlights  on  both  sides.  Sharply  struck  in  all  quarters; 
you  can  actually  count  the  rivets  on  the  obverse  shield  and  the 
eagle’s  individual  breast  feathers  if  you  are  so  inclined. 

PCGS  #005707 
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8 698  1917-D  Type  I.  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  A deeply  toned  gem.  Rich 

golden  gray  surfaces  exude  intense  lustre,  while  fiery  deep  orange, 
lilac,  and  crimson  gather  at  the  obverse  rim.  The  reverse  is  a study 
in  muted  steel  gray  and  pale  rose  iridescence. 

PCGS  #005709 


Choice  AU  1918/7-S  Overdate  250 


2x  photo 


Q 699  1918/7-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  A visually  pleasing  lightly  circulated 

example  of  this  popular  and  decidedly  rare  overdate  variety.  Warm 
golden  toning  at  the  rims  offsets  the  central  brilliance.  Lightly 
circulated  yet  barely  marked  with  no  intrusive  surface  blemishes 
to  speak  of.  Overdate  details  plainly  evident  to  the  unaided  eye.  A 
splendid  opportunity  for  a serious  Liberty  Standing  quarter  specialist 
who  is  not  prepared  to  invest  in  a Mint  State  specimen. 

PCGS  #005726 


0 700  1918-D  Net  MS-60.  Cleaned.  Somewhat  satiny  and  now  naturally 

retoning. 

PCGS  #005722 


701  1919  MS-67  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  dynamic  cartwheel  lustre 

and  superb  mint  brilliance.  Nicely  struck  in  all  areas  of  the  design, 
and  just  a whisper  away  from  FH  details. 

PCGS  #005728 


702  1919  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  champagne  surfaces  with  bold  un- 

derlying lustre  and  deep  crimson  halos  at  the  rims.  Nicely  struck  for 
the  date  with  such  things  as  the  shield  rivets  and  the  tiny  chevron 
at  the  center  of  Liberty’s  shield  bold  and  complete,  and  with  nearly 
full  hair  details  as  well;  the  only  weakness  on  the  present  beauty  is 
near  the  date. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Reed  Flawn  Collection,  February  1977,  Lot  436. 

PCGS  #005728 


703  1920  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  splendid  cartwheel 
lustre  and  undeniably  appealing  champagne  highlights.  Sharp  and 
appealing,  a beautiful  gem  that  just  misses  FH  classification. 

PCGS  Population:  28;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (all  MS-67). 

PCGS  #005734 

704  1926  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Chiefly  lustrous  with  rich  golden  toning 
beginning  at  the  rims. 

PCGS  #005755 


705  1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous,  silky  smooth  surfaces 

with  a whisper  of  golden  toning  here  and  there. 

PCGS  #005758 


706  1927-S  AU-58.  A highly  lustrous,  faintly  circulated  example  of  the 

date,  certainly  gem  for  the  assigned  grade.  No  marks  are  visible  to 
the  unaided  eye,  and  you’ll  have  a dickens  of  a time  trying  to  find 
a mark  under  low  magnification.  A late-date,  low-mintage  rarity 
from  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  one  ofjust  396,000  examples  struck. 
Choice  and  exciting  with  just  a whisper  of  faint  gold. 

PCGS  #005764 
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707  1928  MS-67  (NGC).  A richly  toned  gem.  The  obverse  ranges 

from  pale  champagne  to  deep  gold  and  fiery  crimson,  while  the 
reverse  is  a panoramic  array  of  vivid  sea  green,  gold,  crimson,  vio- 
let, and  indigo.  Free  of  major  distractions,  and  incredibly  lustrous 
underneath.  One  of  the  finest  examples  of  the  date  seen  thus  far 
by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  13;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #005766 


708  1929-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  aesthetically  appealing  gem  of  the 

finest  order.  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  supports  pale  pastel  champagne 
and  rose.  Some  faint  speckling  can  be  seen  under  low  magnifica- 
tion, though  the  unaided  eye  sees  nothing  but  gem  quality.  Tied 
for  finest  certified  by  PCGS,  another  reason  to  take  a peek  at  this 
beauty. 

PCGS  Population;  7;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #005776 


709 


710 


1930  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  A splendid  gem.  The  surfaces  are  satiny 
and  highly  lustrous,  the  toning  is  faint  but  attractive,  and  the  strike 
is  sharp.  A visually  appealing  example  of  the  final  date  in  the  Liberty 
Standing  quarter  series. 

PCGS  #005779 


1930  MS-66  FH  (NGC).  A frosty,  highly  lustrous  gem  with  satiny 
surfaces.  Pale  rainbow  iridescence  gathers  on  both  sides,  especially 
on  the  reverse  where  a pastel  display  is  in  its  full  glory. 


PCGS  #005779 


711  1930-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Pale  lilac  iridescent  graces  the  obverse, 

while  the  reverse  submits  to  a touch  of  faint  olive.  A lustrous,  satiny 
gem  from  the  final  year  of  the  design  type. 

PCGS  #005780 


Satiny  Mint  State  1932-D  Quarter 


712  1932-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  pale  golden  specimen  that  leaves 

a lasting  first  impression  of  gem  quality  despite  the  MS-64  grade 
accorded  by  PCGS.  Pale  golden  hues  infused  with  faint  hints  of 
pale  blue,  rose,  and  peach.  The  underlying  lustre  is  supportive  and 
plays  an  integral  part  in  the  overall  quality  presented.  An  aestheti- 
cally pleasing  example  of  this  popular  and  desirable  rarity  from  the 
first  year  of  Washington  quarter  coinage. 

PCGS  #005791 


Delicately  Toned  1932-D  Quarter 


2x  photo 


713  1932-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lively  cartwheel  lustre  supports  pale  rose 

and  gold  iridescence  on  both  sides,  though  much  mint  brilliance 
remains  as  well.  An  attractively  toned  example  of  the  most  desirable 
regular-issue  Washington  quarter  date,  a low-mintage  key. 

" PCGS  #005791 
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Gem  Mint  State  1932-S  25^ 


1932-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Strong  underlying  lustre  on  silver  gray 
surfaces.  Deep  rose  and  lilac  toning  gathers  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  #005792 


1932-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  delightfully  satiny, 
with  wisps  of  faint  rose,  pale  sky  blue,  and  light  gold. 

PCGS  #005792 


1932-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Strong  underlying  lustre  supports  faint 
golden  toning  on  both  sides.  A pleasing  example. 

PCGS  #005792 


1935-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Delightfully  toned  with  robust  underlying 
lustre.  Rich  iridescent  crimson,  gold,  peach,  and  electric  blue. 
PCGS  #005798 


1936-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely,  richly  toned  with  broadly 
sweeping  underlying  lustre  and  rose,  gold,  and  umber  toning. 
PCGS  #005801 


( 719  1943-S  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  gold  and 

highly  lustrous,  approaching  gem  quality.  Doubling  noticeable  at 
IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,  LIBERTY,  and  at  the  date. 

PCGS  #005823 
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Choice  VF-35  (PCGS) 


2x  photo 


720  1794  Overton-101.  Rarity-3+.  VF-35  (PCGS).  An  ideal  VF 

example  of  the  rare  first  issue  of  this  long-standing  denomination. 
Attractive  light  silver  gray  overlaid  with  faint  rose  and  gold  with 
more  prominent  pastel  blue  in  areas  of  the  peripheries.  A lovely  coin 
for  the  assigned  grade,  showing  a minimum  of  problems  associated 
with  production  and  circulation  or  more  odious  man-made  flaws. 
The  only  adjustment  marks  are  limited  to  the  extreme  periphery  at 
the  base  of  the  obverse,  marks  are  light  and  scattered,  hairlines  are 
insignificant  and  consistent  with  the  grade,  and  the  few  very  light 
old  scratches  at  Liberty’s  hair  and  temple  are  essentially  invisible 
to  the  naked  eye.  The  strike  is  excellent  on  both  sides.  This  piece 
seems  to  have  it  all!  If  a pleasing  but  circulated  1794  half  dollar  has 
been  on  your  want  list,  you  don’t  want  to  overlook  this  offering. 

PCGS  #006051 


jF 
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Collectible  1794  Half  Dollar 


721  1794  0-104.  Rarity-5.  G-6  (PCGS).  Smooth  and  uniformly 

toned  medium  gray  surfaces,  just  as  one  would  want  to  see  for  a 
coin  of  this  age  and  grade.  Completely  original,  with  just  a few 
light  surface  marks  and  abrasions,  also  as  expected  for  this  level  of 
preservation.  Somewhat  more  softness  is  noted  at  the  rim  right 
of  the  date,  and  at  the  central  reverse  than  on  the  rest  of  the  coin, 
but  these  areas  are  likely  disadvantaged  in  terms  of  sharpness  by  an 
uneven  strike. 

PCGS  #006051 

Collectible  1794  500 


722  1794  0-104.  Rarity-5.  Genuine  (NCS).  Net  VG-7,  sharpness 

of  F-12  or  so,  but  “Bent,  improperly  cleaned”  according  to  the 
Genuine-only  NCS  holder.  Pale  silver  gray  with  a matte  appear- 
ance. Some  shallow  granularity  is  noted,  nicks  and  light  scratches 
commensurate  with  the  level  of  wear,  some  light  hairlines.  The 
detail  is  good  with  a full  bold  date,  complete  LIBERTY,  and  an 
especially  sharp  reverse.  This  piece  actually  presents  itself  quite  well, 
with  no  obvious  evidence  of  a bend  clear  in  the  present  holder,  and 
would  be  a fine  way  to  begin  a date  set  of  half  dollars. 

PCGS  #006051 


Elusive  High-Grade  1795  0-104 

Lustrous  Choice  AU 


2x  photo 

723  1795  0-104.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  An  important  specimen 


of  this  variety,  likely  among  the  very  best  survivors  from  this  die  I 
marriage.  Lustrous  silver  gray  undertones  exhibit  light  golden  I 
toning  and  rich  blue  and  dark  gray  around  the  peripheries.  The  I 
fields  are  lively  and  bright,  showing  a bit  of  reflectivity.  The  strike  is  I 
excellent  on  both  sides,  bringing  up  a particularly  bold  and  detailed 
portrait  of  Liberty  though  some  expected  softness  is  present  on  I 
the  eagle’s  chest,  head,  and  talons.  Some  minor  hairlines  may  be  I 
detected,  nothing  serious,  and  a thin  old  scratch  is  noted  from  U of  I 
UNITED  to  the  bottom  of  the  wing  above.  Some  minute  spotting  I 
is  present  on  the  reverse,  mostly  near  the  bottom.  The  overall  eye  I 
appeal  is  very  good,  especially  for  a coin  at  this  grade  level. 

The  latest  information  on  early  half  varieties  at  auction,  pub- 
lished by  Steve  Herrman,  shows  only  a single  specimen  of  this  I 
variety  in  a higher  grade  changing  hands  in  the  last  seven  years,  I 
a piece  that  was  sold  raw  as  MS-60  twice  in  2004  and  was  later  I 
certified  as  MS-63  (NGC);  it  brought  $55,775  in  its  most  recent  I 
appearance  in  January  2005.  This  example  may  rank  in  the  Con-  I 
dition  Census  and  certainly  would  please  an  advanced  early  half  I 
enthusiast  for  many  years  after  its  purchase. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities. 

PCGS  #006052 
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724  1795  0-110.  Rarity-3.  VF-30  (NGC).  Pleasing  deep  olive-gray 

toning  covers  the  reverse  and  frames  the  light  gray  central  obverse. 
The  surfaces  are  glossy  and  lively,  with  just  some  well-hidden 
hairlines  and  a scattering  of  very  minor  marks  appropriate  for  this 
grade.  Some  diagonal  adjustment  marks  blend  into  Liberty’s  ear 
and  are  even  less  prominent  elsewhere.  A handsome  example  for 
this  grade,  perfect  for  a patient  collector  seeking  to  find  a Flowing 
Hair  half  dollar  for  a type  set. 

NGC  Census  (0-110):  5;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #006052 


725 


1795  0-113.  Rarity-3.  G-6  (PCGS).  Medium  silver  gray  with 
some  deeper  toning  in  the  recessed  areas.  Some  minor  surface  marks 
are  noted,  including  a diagonal  planchet  flaw  across  Liberty’s  cheek, 
probably  as  struck  from  the  looks  of  things.  The  reverse  shows  two 
small  indentations,  otherwise  an  altogether  pleasing  example  for 
the  grade. 

Struck  from  an  easily  recognizable  obverse  die;  there  is  a large  flaw  in 
the  field  between  the  5 of  the  date  and  star  13. 

PCGS  #006052 


Extremely  Rare  1795  0-120 

About  A Dozen  Known 


2x  photo 

726  1795  0-120.  Rarity-7-.  VF-30  (ANACS).  Pale  silver  gray 

peripheries  surround  mostly  pewter  gray  centers  with  golden 
highlights.  Some  scattered  marks  and  short  scratches  may  be  seen, 
microscopic  granularity  seen  in  some  areas  under  scrutiny,  light 
hairlines  on  both  sides.  Traces  of  adjustment  marks  at  right  reverse 
periphery  do  not  interfere  with  legends.  The  sharpness  is  very  good, 
especially  for  a variety  whose  population  is  heavily  concentrated 
toward  more  worn  specimens.  No  heavy  nicks  or  rim  flaws  are 
seen,  and  the  visual  appeal  is  good  overall. 

The  Reiver  specimen  was  called  “Fine  details,  Scratched  by 
NCS,”  yet  still  sold  for  over  S6,000.  The  only  other  auction  appear- 
ances we  have  located  for  this  variety  are  the  NGC  VF-30  sold  by 
Sheridan  Downey  in  July  2005  (cited  by  Stephen  Herrman,  called 
second  finest  known)  for  $12,826,  a VG  specimen  sold  by  Downey 
in  July  2002  for  $5,500,  an  appearance  in  ajuly  1983  Melnick  sale 
that  was  located  by  Andrew  Pollock  for  his  Numismatic  Register, 
and  the  previous  appearance  of  this  coin  at  auction  last  year.  Her- 
rman states  that  12  are  known  in  all  grades,  making  this  among 
the  rarest  varieties  of  this  very  challenging  year:  0-101  and  0-123 
have  similar  but  smaller  populations,  while  just  two  0-132s  are 
known. This  pleasing  rarity  should  rank  among  the  best  known 
from  this  die  pair. 

From  Heritage’s  sale  of  November  2005,  Lot  2521. 

PCGS  #006052 
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Sharp  1795  0-122  Half  Dollar 


727  1795  0-122.  Rarity-5.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Good  obverse  central 

detail,  with  nicely  defined  hair  curls  that  are  almost  completely 
separated  from  the  face.  Light  silver  gray  at  the  central  obverse, 
with  some  golden  brown  and  deep  gray  around  the  periphery.  The 
reverse  is  almost  completely  light  gray  with  only  traces  of  toning 
returning  after  an  old  light  cleaning,  fairly  typical  for  18th-century 
silver  coins.  A couple  of  fine  old  scratches  are  noted  on  the  obverse, 
while  other  marks  are  minimal. 

PCGS  #006052 


Popular  1801  Half  Dollar 


728  1801  0-101.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  with 

some  faint  golden  toning  and  far  more  lustre  than  typically  associ- 
ated with  the  EF  grade.  Some  scattered  marks  commensurate  with 
the  grade,  thin  scratch  between  TY  of  LIBERTY,  natural  planchet 
streak  beneath  Liberty’s  bow.  A batch  of  adjustment  marks  beneath 
the  arrow's  and  along  the  reverse  rim  nearby  have  limited  detail  in 
that  area  and  made  LIB  of  LIBERTY  soft,  but  other  details  are 
nicely  rendered.  The  lustrous  character  and  choice  color  of  this 
piece  make  it  very  attractive  and  desirable.  PCGS  has  certified  just 
10  finer  examples  of  this  date. 

PCGS  #006064 


729 


1805/4  0-102.  Rarity-3.  F-15  (PCGS).  Light  antique  silver 
gray  with  deep  gray  peripheral  toning  and  hints  of  blue  and  rose 
most  prominent  on  the  reverse.  No  major  marks,  just  a pleasing 
circulated  example  of  this  popular  overdate.  The  overdate  feature 
is  bold.  This  would  nicely  represent  this  variety  in  a good-looking 
circulated  set. 

PCGS  #006070 


% 


730  1805  0-111.  Rarity-2.  AU-50  (NGC).  An  attractive  sheen  ofl 

golden  toning  overlays  even  medium  gray  surfaces.  A pleasing  coin 
with  a minimum  ofhairlines  and  no  major  marks.  Evenly  struck.  Twcn 
short  scratches  at  the  crown  of  Liberty’s  hair  are  the  only  significant: 
post-striking  flaws  but  neither  is  prominent  to  the  naked  eye. 

PCGS  #006069 


731  1806/5  0-101.  Rarity-3.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  covers 

highly  lustrous  surfaces.  Nicely  detailed  in  most  areas,  though  the  tip  of 
Liberty’s  bust  and  OF  on  the  reverse  are  soft  as  often  seen  on  this  date. 
Some  hairlines  are  visible  under  a glass,  but  no  heavy  marks  except  for 1 
an  abrasion  along  the  periphery  beneath  the  arrows  and  a natural  curved  t 
lintmark  in  the  lower  right  obverse  field.  The  overdate  characteristic  is  t| 
best  seen  with  a glass  but  becomes  obvious  under  low  magnification, 
an  aspect  which  has  always  made  this  a popular  variety  with  collectors. 

PCGS  #006077 


732  1806  0-105.  Rarity-2.  EF-45  (NGC).  Misattnbuted  on  holder. 

Very  attractive  glossy  deep  pewter  gray  with  lighter  silver  gray  on 
devices.  Good  lustre  remains  at  the  peripheries,  where  highlights  . 
of  gold  and  pale  blue  can  be  seen  under  a light.  Very  few  marks, 
choice  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #006075 


733  1806  0-112.  Rarity-4.  6 over  inverted  6.  F-12  (PCGS).  Mostly 

light  silver  gray  with  some  darker  gray  peripheral  toning.  Several 
light  obverse  scratches,  another  thin  horizontal  scratch  across  central 
reverse.  Late  die  state  with  heavy  crack  through  star  11. 

PCGS  #006078 
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34  1806  0-118.  Rarity-4.  Pointed  6,  With  Stem.  AU-58  (NGC). 

Brilliant  silver  gray  with  bold  cartwheel  lustre  and  an  attractive 
frame  of  deep  gray  and  pale  blue  toning  around  the  rims.  Very  at- 
tractive and  highly  lustrous,  pretty  well  struck  for  this  issue  that  is 
often  found  very  flat.  Good  surface  quality  with  only  light  hairlines 
and  a thin  scratch  up  from  the  top  of  the  olive  branch  on  the  reverse. 
A well  above  average  specimen  of  this  variety. 

PCGS  #006071 


“Unsurpassed”  1808  50^ 

Off  the  Market  Since  1972 


15 


. 


1808  0-103.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  specimen, 
briefly  but  elegantly  described  by  Lester  Merkin  in  1967  as  follows: 

“Warm  gray  toned  gem  Unc.  with  rainbow  iridescence  near 
borders.  Needle  sharp  strike.  Unsurpassed.” 

When  offered  the  chance  to  catalogue  this  piece  again,  Merkin’s 
hired  cataloguer  Walter  Breen  wrote  in  1972  that  “Only  Landau’s 
(1958)  came  anywhere  near  this;  no  equal  one  offered  since  then.” 
Breen,  of  course,  saw  the  lion’s  share  of  nice  coins  on  the  market 
between  1958  and  1972,  an  era  when  he  was  doing  his  best  work, 
and  his  judgment  on  the  quality  of  this  piece  is  perhaps  more 
meaningful  than  modern  and  unscientific  population  reports  that 
suggest  more  than  a dozen  better  pieces  exist. 

To  Merkin’s  original  surface  description  we  would  add  that  the 
light  golden  toning  over  the  deep  gray  surfaces  is  not  the  sort  of 
“rainbow”  modern  collectors  covet,  but  instead  is  a pleasing  original 
array  of  tones  silver  acquires  when  simply  left  alone.  The  surfaces 
are  glossy  and  impeccably  lustrous.  A tiny  batch  of  hairlines  is  noted 
on  Liberty’s  chin,  only  a few  others  elsewhere,  certainly  not  enough 
for  us  to  consider  it  less  than  a gem.  No  significant  contact  marks 
are  seen,  and  the  eye  appeal  is  gorgeous.  A piece  of  hand-selected 
quality  from  one  of  the  best  quality-oriented  collections  we  have 
ever  seen,  and  a coin  that  is  certain  to  see  strong  bidding. 

This  piece  was  included  in  two  magnificent  half  dollar  collections  cata- 
logued by  the  estimable  Lester  Merkin.  Merkin,  best  known  for  cataloguing 
the  perfectionist  Louis  Helfenstein’s  stellar  large  cents,  compared  both  of 
these  half  dollar  cabinets  to  Helfenstein’s  other-worldly  large  cents  in  terms 
of  quality.  The  fact  that  all  three  Bust  halves  the  New  York  Connoisseur 
purchased  from  Merkin  graced  both  cabinets  should  be  a confirmation  of 
the  quality  of  these  coins. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Lester 
Merkin’s  sale  of  March  1967 , Lot  297;  Wayne  G.  Slife  Collection;  Lester 
Merkin’s  sale  of  February  1972,  Lot  134.  The  original  1972  lot  ticket 
accompanies  this  lot. 

PCGS  #006090 
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Outstanding  Toned  Gem  1811  50£ 

Ex.  Reed  Hawn,  1973 


2 x photo 

736  1811  O-104a.  Rarity-1.  Large  8.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A simply 

magnificent  example  with  old  toning  as  beautiful  as  any  we  can 
recall  seeing  on  a Bust  half.  Warm  golden  gray  centers  are  framed 
by  concentric  rings  of  violet-rose  and  blue,  evenly  proportioned  on 
both  sides.  The  lustrous  cartwheel  is  outstanding,  spinning  around 
both  sides  with  no  impairment.  Though  the  stars  are  flat,  as  typical, 
all  other  details  are  crisp  and  fully  defined.  No  significant  marks 
are  seen  anywhere,  and  only  some  very  minor  hairlines  are  noted 
under  scrutiny.  This  coin  and  its  amazing  colors  look  the  same 
as  they  did  when  this  piece  was  described  in  1973  as  a “Brilliant 
Uncirculated  gem.  Full  frosty  mint  lustre.  Superbly  toned.”  Five 
years  later,  at  this  coin’s  last  appearance  in  March  1978,  it  was  more 
tersely  called  “Brilliant  Uncirculated  (MS-65+).  A gem  specimen, 
superbly  toned.”  It  brought  $1,900  at  the  time,  multiples  of  what 
other  similarly  described  gems  brought  in  the  same  sale. 

To  see  this  coin  is  to  love  it,  and  we  suspect  bidding  will  reach 
impressive  heights  before  this  piece  finds  a home  with  a new  con- 
noisseur in  the  mold  of  our  consignor  and  Reed  Hawn,  who  owned 
and  loved  this  coin  before  him. 

PCGS  Population  (Large  8):  2;  2 finer  (both  MS-66). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Reed  Flawn  Collection,  August  1973,  Lot  37;  Stack’s  sale  of 
March  1978,  Lot  315. 

PCGS  #006096 
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737  1811  O-105a.  Rarity-2.  Small  8.  MS-60.  Deeply  toned  and 

highly  lustrous.  A broad  array  of  iridescent  olive,  gold,  rose,  and 
electric  blue  graces  both  sides.  Considerably  finer  than  the  grade 

I implies,  and  worth  serious  bidding  consideration. 

PCGS  #006097 

Toned  1812/1  500 


738  1812/1  O-102a.  Rarity-2.  Small  8.  MS-63  (NGC).  Strong 

cartwheel  lustre  encircles  lively  surfaces  toned  brown  and  deep 
gold,  with  a hint  of  electric  blue  at  areas  of  the  peripheries.  A 
beautiful  piece  for  the  grade,  showing  no  major  marks  and  good 
detail  throughout.  Prettier  than  many  halves  a grade  or  two  higher, 
and  certain  to  bring  a strong  bid. 

NGC  Census  (1812/1  Small  8):  6;  5 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

PCGS  #006101 

Popular  1815/2  Half  Dollar  Rarity 


739  1815/2  0-101.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Satiny  lilac-gray  with 

some  lustre  residing  in  the  protected  areas.  A pleasing  example  of 
the  date,  an  issue  that  saw  a mintage  ofjust  47,150  pieces,  all  of  the 
overdate  persuasion.  Lightly  circulated  and  essentially  mark  free, 
though  a small  tick  can  be  seen  in  the  reverse  field  above  the  eagle’s 
head.  Still,  decidedly  choice  for  the  assigned  grade  and  an  elusive 
key  issue  for  the  design  type. 

PCGS  #006108 


740  1817/3  0-101.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Delightfully  toned 

deep  gray  surfaces  yield  some  gold  and  pale  blue  highlights  and 
traces  of  lustre  in  peripheral  areas.  Very  well  struck  and  showing 
an  overdate  that  is  among  the  most  bold  and  easily  seen  in  the  en- 
tire U.S.  series.  No  major  marks,  just  a pleasing  lightly  circulated 
example. 

PCGS  #006111 
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742  1819/8  0-102.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Good  remaining  lustre 

over  boldly  and  attractively  toned  surfaces,  showing  attractive  deep 
blue  at  centers  and  lighter  gold  toning  at  rims.  A bit  flatly  struck 
but  frosty  and  choice  for  the  grade.  A good  looking  specimen  of 
this  popular  overdate. 

Said  by  our  consignor  to  be  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company’s 
1952  ANA  sale,  August  1952,  Lot  283  (a  lot  of  three  Bust  halves  that 
brought  a total  of  $12.50!) 

PCGS  #006119 

Superlative  Quality  1819  500 


743  1819  0-108.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  important  gem 

quality  specimen.  Superlative  cartwheel  lustre  extends  from  centers 
to  rim  over  brilliant  silver  gray  surfaces,  barely  toned  with  pleasing 
light  gold.  The  mint  bloom  is  intense  and  fresh,  bespeaking  an  origi- 
nal coin  and  utterly  unlike  so  many  of  the  “gems”  in  the  modern 
marketplace.  No  significant  marks  are  seen,  hairlines  are  minor 
and  few,  and  a single  spot  is  located  just  above  the  reverse  olive 
branch.  The  strike  is  superb,  with  only  the  first  two  stars  lacking 
full  radials  and  the  reverse  as  finely  detailed  as  any  half  dollar  of  this 
type  extant.  In  1978,  this  piece  was  simply  called  “a  pristine  frosty 
specimen  with  pale  russet  toning.”  It  remains  pristine  and  simply 
gorgeous  today,  a half  dollar  for  the  extremely  quality  conscious 
collector  who  is  willing  to  pay  a premium  for  originality.  This  sort 
of  quality  is  truly  rare,  even  rarer  than  the  PCGS  population  figures 
would  suggest,  and  we  anticipate  very  strong  bidding. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  2 finer  (both  MS-65). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  March  1978,  Lot  331. 

PCGS  #006117 


741  1818  0-111.  Rarity-1.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Bold  cartwheel  lustre 

over  golden  toned  surfaces,  framed  with  rose  and  blue.  Well  detailed 
and  attractive  with  few  marks  of  note. 

PCGS  #006113 
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Selection  of  ANACS-certified  Capped  Bust  half  dollars:  ☆ 

1822/1  0-101.  Ranty-1.  EF-40.  Uniform  medium  gray  ☆ 1824 
0-105.  Rarity-2.  EF-45.  Medium  steel  gray  ☆ 1827  0-119. 
Rarity-3.  VF-30.  Pleasing  golden  brown  and  blue  toning  ☆ 1827 
0-130.  Rarity-3.  Net  VF-30,  EF  details  “cleaned.”  Deep  olive 
gray  toning  ☆ 1827  0-130.  Rarity-3.  G-6.  Medium  gray  ☆ 1830 
0-115.  Rarity-2.  EF-45.  Deep  gray  with  attractive  golden  brown 
accents  and  traces  oflustre  ☆ 1836  O-106a.  Rarity-3.  Lettered  edge. 
EF-40.  Light  gray  ☆ 1838  Net  AU-55,  UNC  details  “corroded, 
tooled,  cleaned."  Somewhat  harshly  assessed  by  ANACS,  in  our 
opinion.  Some  light  planchet  streaks  on  the  cheek  are  probably  the 
noted  “corrosion,"  otherwise  the  surfaces  are  lightly  cleaned  but 
now  nicely  and  deeply  toned.  (Total:  8 pieces) 


1822  0-115.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  speci- 
men for  the  assigned  grade  level,  off  the  market  since  1965  when 
this  piece  was  described  as  “Brilliant  Uncirculated,  full  mint  lustre. 
A superb  specimen!”  Warm  and  frosty  antique  silver  gray  surfaces 
show  subtle  but  attractive  golden  tones  at  areas  of  the  peripheries. 
The  cartwheel  lustre  is  intense  and  the  eye  appeal  is  well  in  excess 
of  what  is  typically  associated  with  this  grade.  Aside  from  some 
minor  scattered  hairlines  and  some  microscopic  contact  marks  at 
the  extreme  central  obverse,  there  is  little  to  complain  about.  The 
strike  is  superb  on  both  sides  and  each  star  is  completely  detailed. 
An  especially  choice  example  with  a fine  provenance. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Grant  Pierce  & Sons  Collection,  May  1965,  Lot  807.  The 
original  1965  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 

PCGS  #006129 


Magnificent  Toned  Gem  1824  500 

“Certainly  Unsurpassed,  Most  Likely  Unequalled” 


r 746  1824  0-103.  Rarity-1.  Multi  Dates.  MS-64  (PCGS).  In  1972, 

Walter  Breen  described  this  half  dollar  while  in  the  employ  of  New 
York  numismatist  (and  musician)  Lester  Merkin.  His  wordsmi thing 
rings  true  today: 

“Brill.  Unc.,  acquiring  light  golden  and  darker  iridescent  tone; 
frosty,  magnificent  gem.  By  far  the  finest  we  have  handled;  certainly 
unsurpassed,  most  likely  unequalled.  Double  profile  on  back  of  cap, 
curls,  ribbons.  Sharp  enough  impression  on  rev.  to  show  more  fine 


detail  in  feathers  (neck  and  arrows  most  of  all)  than  we  have  ever 
seen  on  another  half  dollar.” 

As  nice  as  the  coin  was  then,  in  this  era  when  so  many  original 
coins  have  been  altered  or  enhanced,  it  is  perhaps  nicer  today.  The 
centers  are  rich  golden,  framed  at  the  peripheries  by  electric  blue  and 
rose.  The  cartwheel  is  intense  and  the  surfaces  are  all  but  pristine. 
The  stars  and  bust  tip  are  flat,  but  other  fine  details  are  perfectly 
distinct.  The  incredible  eye  appeal  of  this  owes  much  to  its  color 
and  lustre,  and  each  makes  this  coin  stand  out  memorably  among 
the  hundreds  of  nice  bust  halves  we’ve  seen.  Enthusiasts  of  toned 
type  coins  will  revel  in  this  coin;  one  real  connoisseur  will  bid  high 
enough  to  own  it,  only  the  second  lucky  individual  to  possess  it 
since  Nixon  was  in  the  White  House. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-65). 

As  noted  in  the  above  description  of  the  1808  0-103,  this  piece  was  in- 
cluded in  two  magnificent  half  dollar  collections  catalogued  by  the  estimable 
Lester  Merkin.  Merkm,  best  known  for  cataloguing  the  perfectionist  Louis 
Helfenstein’s  stellar  large  cents,  compared  both  of  these  half  dollar  cabinets 
to  Helfenstein’s  other-worldly  large  cents  in  terms  of  quality.  The  fact  that  all 
three  Bust  halves  the  New  York  Connoisseur  purchased  from  Merkin  graced 
both  cabinets  should  be  a confirmation  of  the  quality  of  these  coins. 

In  the  late  1960s  and  early  1970s,  Walter  Breen  catalogued  for  each  of  the 
major  New  York  houses  --  Stack’s,  Lester  Merkin,  and  New  Netherlands. 
In  the  back  of  his  1988  Encyclopedia,  among  the  bibliographical  listings, 
he  notes  the  highlights  of  various  of  the  Merkin  sales  he  wrote  in  whole  or 
part.  Among  the  interesting  information  to  be  gleaned  from  these  citations 
is  the  consignor  of  the  Bust  halves  in  the  February  1972  Merkin  sale:  Wayne 
G.  Slife,  the  quality  connoisseur  whose  beautiful  large  cents  were  sold  the 
same  year  by  Merkin. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Lester 
Merkin’s  sale  of  March  1967,  Lot  327;  Wayne  G.  Slife  Collection;  Lester 
Merkin’ s sale  of  February  1972,  Lot  162. 

PCGS  #006138 


Gorgeous  1827  Half  Dollar 


747  1827  0-107.  Rarity-3.  Square  2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Beautifully 

toned  with  rose-violet  centers  yielding  to  gorgeous  pastel  blue  fields 
and  peripheries.  The  color  scheme  is  rather  similar  to  the  MS-66 
1827  0-108  that  brought  $23,000  in  our  Old  Colony  Collection 
sale  this  past  December.  A few  marks  are  to  be  seen  on  this  piece, 
including  a nick  on  the  cheek  and  a dig  under  stars  5-6,  but  the 
quality  is  excellent  for  the  grade  and  the  eye  appeal  is  better  than 
most  gems.  Well  struck  and  deserving  of  a strong  bid. 

PCGS  #006144 
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750  1828  0-122.  Rarity-3.  Square  2,  Large  8s.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A 

simply  extraordinary  toned  gem.  Incredibly  bold  lustre  dominates 
fully  toned  surfaces  whose  centers  blend  gold  and  violet-rose  while 
framed  by  violet  and  pastel  blue  at  the  peripheries.  Both  sides  are 
a visual  delight,  with  toning  and  lustre  like  very  few  coins  we’ve 
encountered  and  surfaces  to  match.  Extended  scrutiny  with  a 
glass  reveals  a single  shallow  slide  mark  on  Liberty’s  cheek  and 
not  a single  other  post-striking  mark  of  consequence — no  nicks, 
no  scratches,  no  bagmarks.  The  strike  is  exceptional  with  only  the 
right  obverse  stars  showing  central  flatness,  well  above  average  for 
the  issue  as  we  have  never  seen  a circulation  strike  with  fully  struck 
stars.  The  small  break  above  stars  5-6  appears  to  be  in  its  earlier 
state.  A gem  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  off  the  market  since  1972 
after  gracing  two  exceptional  Bust  half  dollar  cabinets  formed  with 
an  eye  for  quality.  If  this  coin  only  had  its  fine  toning,  it  would  still 
be  extraordinary.  If  only  its  lustre  or  technical  quality  were  present, 
we’d  still  get  excited.  With  its  combination  of  all  three,  we  expect 
extremely  hearty  bidding. 

■I ' 
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752  1829  0-115.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Superb  obverse  toning  ! 
features  concentric  circles  of  pale  gold,  blue,  and  violet  around  a 
deep  gray  center,  while  the  reverse  is  more  even  golden  gray  with  ! 
traces  of  olive.  Thoroughly  lustrous  with  exceptional  cartwheel  on 
both  sides.  Only  the  most  minor  marks  are  seen,  and  the  strike  is 
very  bold.  This  would  be  an  ideal  type  coin — well  preserved,  fully 
detailed,  and  beautiful  to  behold.  Lovely! 

PCGS  Population  (all  varieties):  12;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

PCGS  #006154 

753  1830  0-102.  Rarity-3.  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS-63,  faintly 
cleaned  long  ago,  nicely  and  naturally  retoned  with  vibrant  bull's 
eye  toning,  perhaps  the  result  of  long-term  storage  in  a Wayte 
Raymond  “National”  album  or  similar  storage  holder.  A pleasing 
coin  that  should  be  seen  before  bidding  judgment  is  passed,  for  it 
is  much  finer  than  mere  words  can  imply. 

PCGS  #006156 
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Magnificent  Gem  1827  500 


I 

PCGS  Population:  2;  3 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Lester 
Merkin’s  sale  of  March  1967,  Lot  339;  Wayne  G.  Slife  Collection;  Lester 
Merkin’s  sale  of  February  1972,  Lot  181.  The  original  1972  lot  ticket 
accompanies  this  lot. 

PCGS  #006150 


748  1827  0-118.  Rarity-1.  Square  2.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Remarkably 
radiant  lustre  spins  around  both  obverse  and  reverse,  as  abundant  as 
any  specimen  we  recall  seeing.  A beautiful  melange  of  pale  green, 
light  gold,  and  pastel  blue  blends  around  the  obverse  periphery, 
framing  light  silver  gray  centers,  while  the  reverse  incorporates 
similar  if  slightly  more  subtle  color.  The  central  strike  is  extremely 
crisp,  with  the  flat  centers  on  the  stars  rather  typical  of  the  issue. 
No  digs,  marks,  or  scratches  are  notable  from  arm’s  length  or  under 
magnification,  just  a few  very  light  lines  on  Liberty’s  cheek.  Housed 
in  a first  generation  PCGS  holder,  this  piece  is  a gem  by  anyone’s 
definition  and  ranks  as  one  of  the  prettiest  we  have  offered.  A simply 
magnificent  half  dollar  for  a stellar  type  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  3 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #006144 

749  1828  0-107.  Rarity-2.  Curl  Base  2.  AU-58.  Frosty  and  highly 
lustrous  silver  centers  with  attractive  mottled  golden  brown,  blue, 
and  violet  around.  Light  friction  on  the  highest  points,  and  a thin 
reverse  scratch  are  noted. 

PCGS  #006148 

Magnificent  Gem  1828  Half  Dollar 

Beautifully  Toned 


751  1829/1827  0-102.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  An  exceptional 

specimen  of  this  popular  and  unusual  overdate  variety,  which  shows 
all  four  digits  repunched  and  has  a curl-based  2 punched  over  a 
square-based  2.  Nicely  reflective  and  highly  lustrous  surfaces  show 
a wealth  of  attractive  toning,  dominated  by  gold  and  violet-blue 
but  incorporating  other  tones  as  well.  Exceptional  eye  appeal  and 
showing  no  marks  of  consequence.  Magnification  reveals  some 
light  hairlines  and  a very  short  scratch  just  inside  the  denticles 
above  Liberty’s  head  that  most  would  probably  miss.  The  overall 
impression  is  superb  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a prettier 
example  of  this  interesting  variety  for  a cabinet.  NGC  has  graded 
only  seven  specimens  of  this  overdate  finer  including  both  Overton 
101  and  102  which  share  this  obverse  die. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #006155 
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Beautiful  1830  “O-llOa”  500 


754  1830  “O-llOa”.  Rarity-7(?).  Small  O.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An 

exceptionally  beautiful  specimen  struck  from  the  elusive  late  state 
of  these  dies.  Magnificent  radiant  cartwheel  lustre  over  pristine 
gold-toned  surfaces,  framed  by  traces  of  rose,  violet,  and  blue  just 
inside  the  rims.  Boldly  struck  and  especially  choice  for  the  grade, 
with  gem-quality  eye  appeal  and  gem-quality  technical  quality'.  A 
very  shallow  scrape  on  Liberty’s  cheek  is  the  only  mark  we  note 
and  no  hairlines  are  seen.  Each  and  every  detail  in  the  obverse 
stars,  Liberty’s  hair,  and  the  eagle  is  nicely  defined.  Catalogued  by 
Walter  Breen  in  1972  as  “Frosty  golden  toned  gem  Unc.,  needle 
sharp  strike  except  on  part  of  rev.  dentils.  Ex.  New  Netherlands. 
Very  rare  edge.” 

Careful  study  of  this  piece  repays  the  effort  expended,  as  an 
intricate  array  of  die  rust  was  partially  effaced  above  the  eagle’s  head 
on  the  reverse  is  a most  unusual  fashion.  A short  break  connects  F 
and  AM  of  OF  AMERICA,  and  some  faint  specks  of  die  rust  are 
also  visible  above  Liberty’s  cap.  A thin  crack  from  below  star  4 to 
the  center  of  star  7 marks  this  as  the  die  state  now  called  “O-  110a,” 
first  widely  promulgated  by  Steven  Herrman  after  a specimen 
with  this  crack  appeared  in  a 1994  Sheridan  Downey  sale.  The 
most  recent  edition  of  Flerrman’s  bust  half  survey  notes  that  this 
die  state  is  “probably  R7”  though  it  now  appears  somewhat  more 
common — just  how  common  is  not  known  though  it  still  accounts 
for  just  a small  fraction  of  specimens  known  from  these  dies.  Her- 
rman noted  only  3 different  coins  (sold  in  four  offerings),  none  finer 
than  AU-50.  Whether  a collector  finds  this  piece  desirable  for  its 
beautiful  color,  its  exceptional  preservation,  or  its  scarce  die  state, 
we  suspect  that  it  will  be  a point  of  great  pride  once  acquired. 

Walter  Breen,  at  the  time  he  described  this  coin  in  1972,  was  studying 
the  different  edge  dies  used  on  Bust  halves  and  identified  this  as  the  “third 
edge  of  1830,  same  as  second  of  1831 — bars  on  plaques  slant  up  to  r.”  Of 
course  then,  as  now,  no  one  much  cared  about  edges,  and  now  with  so 
many  coins  in  certified  holders  his  research  couldn’t  really  continue  even  if 
someone  wanted  to.  Of  course,  if  they  do,  the  edge  of  this  coin  may  turn 
out  to  be  important! 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Company  to  Wayne  G.  Slife;  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of 
February  1972,  Lot  185.  The  1972  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 

PCGS  #006156 

755  1830  0-119.  Rarity-1.  MS-60  (NGC).  Lustrous  steel  gray  with 
traces  of  attractive  violet  and  golden  brown  toning  around  the 
devices.  Some  faint  hairlines  account  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #006156 


756  1831  0-104.  Rarity-1.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver  gray 

surfaces  show  a wealth  of  cartwheel  lustre  and  a whisper  of  pale 
golden  toning.  A couple  of  hairlines  are  seen,  minor  spot  near 
denomination,  nice  eye  appeal  for  the  grade  as  assigned.  Housed 
in  an  old  green  label  holder. 

PCGS  #006159 


757  1831  0-112.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver  gray  with 

just  a hint  of  golden  toning.  Superb  cartwheel  lustre  and  pristine 
fields.  A very  choice  specimen  for  the  grade,  housed  in  an  old  green 
label  holder. 

PCGS  #006159 


758  1833  0-107.  Rarity-3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Bright  brilliant  silver  gray 

surfaces  with  abundant  satiny  lustre.  Some  minor  hairlines  and  a 
natural  streak  in  the  left  obverse  field,  but  far  finer  aesthetic  appeal 
than  usually  associated  with  this  grade. 

PCGS  #006163 
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Important  Choice  Proof  1836  50(2 
Reeded  Edge 
Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


2x  photo 


759  1836  Reeded  Edge.  Proof-64  CAM  (PCGS).  A superb  qual- 

ity specimen  of  one  of  the  most  historic  of  all  U.S.  coins.  Deeply 
reflective  fields  on  both  obverse  and  reverse  are  finely  overlaid  with 
pale  golden  toning  and  faint  pale  blue  highlights.  The  devices  are 
lightly  frosted  on  both  sides  and  provide  an  excellent  contrast  from 
the  exceptionally  bright  and  smooth  fields  that  surround  them. 
Each  and  every  detail  stands  out  boldly  on  this  piece,  intended  to 
represent  the  cream  of  coining  art  and  the  new  high  point  in  pride 
of  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  with  just  the  centers  of  the  last  two  stars 
a tiny  bit  flat  but  still  showing  full  radial  definition. 

That  such  a magnificently  defined  coin  could  be  struck  in  Phila- 
delphia in  1 836  was  a triumph  for  those  involved,  from  engraver  to 
mechanic,  and  this  piece  was  obviously  carefully  preserved  as  one 
of  a very  special  vintage.  Some  very  minor  hairlines  are  seen  on 
both  sides,  typical  for  Proofs  of  this  era  but  not  dominating  the  eye 
appeal,  which  remains  exceptional.  No  serious  flaws  are  noted,  just 
the  most  minor  field  disturbances,  and  we  mention  a tiny  planchet 
chip  under  the  right  foot  of  the  last  A in  AMERICA  as  a perma- 


nent identifier.  Considering  the  overall  surface  quality,  we  are  not  II 
surprised  that  PCGS  has  never  certified  a finer  example. 

Perhaps  10  to  15  examples  of  this  issue  were  struck  as  Proofs,  | 
while  some  other  strikes  show  some  prooflike  character.  A Proof  || 
of  this  era  is  a special  enough  coin,  but  this  particular  Proof  issue  || 
is  the  very  first  coinage  ever  struck  under  steam  power  at  the  U.S.  |l 
Mint.  This  step  meant  the  United  States  Mint  had  finally  caught  up 
to  the  Europeans  (behind  whom  the  lag  was  previously  significant),  1 
and  was  capable  of  producing  vast  numbers  of  coins  with  a limited  I 
labor  force.  According  to  a letter  from  Mint  Director  Robert  M.  I 
Patterson  (reproduced  below),  the  first  10  specimens  were  struck  j 
on  the  afternoon  of  November  8,  1836,  and  sent  to  the  Treasury  .1 
Secretary  in  Washington  DC  “to  exhibit  to  the  President.”  Per- 
haps a few  more  Proofs  were  made  for  Mint  personnel  (such  as 
Adam  Eckfeldt,  founder  of  the  Mint  Cabinet)  or  the  couple  of 
Americans  actively  collecting  at  the  time,  but  the  mintage  was  || 
undoubtedly  very  limited.  Just  1 ,200  circulation  strikes  followed,  | 
most  of  which  were  spent  in  normal  commerce  and  not  saved.  Of  | 
the  208  PCGS  certifications  of  circulation  strike  specimens,  just 1 
24  are  Mint  State,  led  by  a single  MS-65.  PCGS  has  graded  a Proof ; 
on  13  occasions  (a  number  that  undoubtedly  includes  significant  ( 
duplication  over  two  decades)  and  none  have  ever  been  graded 
finer  than  this  example. 

Examine  this  coin  to  appreciate  its  beauty,  read  the  letter  below  I 
to  appreciate  its  history,  and  determine  a bid  that  seems  suitable  for 
such  a singularly  important  American  rarity. 

PCGS  Population  (CAM  only):  1;  none  finer.  The  Proof-64  grade  has  l 
been  extended  on  five  other  occasions  with  no  designation. 

For  your  edification,  what  follows  is  the  full  text  of  the  letter  that 
accompanied  the  first  10  specimens  of  this  issue  ever  struck  on  their  way  r 
from  Philadelphia  Mint  Director  Dr.  Robert  Masked  Patterson  to  Treasury 
Secretary  Levi  Woodbury  in  Washington,  DC,  while  Andrewjackson  served  w 
in  the  White  House: 

“November  8,  1836 

“Sir,  I have  the  pleasure  to  send  you  herewith,  and  to  beg  you  to  exhibit  L 
to  the  President,  the  first  specimens  of  our  coinage  of  silver  by  steam,  ex-  L 
ecuted  this  afternoon.  The  milling  as  well  as  the  striking  has  been  done  by 
the  new  machinery,  and  the  steam-power;  and  the  saving  of  labor,  and  the 
acceleration  of  our  work,  will  be  very  great.  Heretofore  we  have  used  two  ] 
screw  presses  for  coining  half  dollars,  one  of  them  only  occasionally.  The  j 
smaller  of  these  presses  required  three  men  to  work  it,  the  larger  four.  The 
steam  press,  with  a single  hand  to  feed  the  planchets,  will  do  more  work  than  tjl 
these  two  presses  with  seven  hands.  You  will  observe  too  that  the  work  is , 
better  done.  The  old  coin  was  struck  in  what  we  term  an  open  collar;  this  kj 
is  struck  in  the  close  collar,  which  makes  the  edge  of  the  pieces  thicker,  and  U 
gives  a mathematical  quality  to  their  diameters. 

“I  think,  also,  you  will  not  fail  to  see  a considerable  improvement  in 
the  impressions  themselves.  We  do  not,  indeed,  consider  this  as  a new  coin,  j., 
such  as  the  dollar  will  be;  yet  both  the  face  and  the  reverse  have  been  altered  I 
in  many  particulars,  as  you  will  see  by  a comparison  with  the  old  halfdol-  • 
lar.  These  alterations,  including  a change  in  the  diameter  of  the  piece,  are  . 
such  as  we  introduced  in  the  quarter-dollar,  and  have  met  the  approbation  ; 
of  your  government. 

“1  shall,  in  a short  time,  send  you  some  impressions  of  the  new  dollar. : 
We  are  busily  engaged  in  making  a press  suitable  for  coining  it. 

“Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  and  humble  servant,  Robert  M.  I 
Patterson.” 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities. 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1836  Reeded  Edge  50^ 

Among  Five  Finest  Seen  by  NGC 


50 


2x  photo 

1836  Reeded  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  A medium  lilac-gray  Mint 
State  example  of  this  prized  rarity,  one  of  just  1,200  examples  of 
the  date  struck  on  the  new  steam  presses  with  reeded  retaining 
collar;  the  1837  issue  of  the  same  design  type  saw  a coinage  of  more 
than  3.6  million  pieces.  Strong  underlying  lustre  supports  wisps  of 
pale  electric  blue  and  faint  peach  toning.  Plenty  of  lustre  remains, 
especially  in  the  eagle’s  plumage  on  the  reverse.  Some  lightness 
of  strike  is  noted  on  the  reverse,  not  unusual  for  examples  of  this 
small  beginning  in  reeded  edge  half  dollar  coinage.  A pretty  coin 
overall,  one  that  challenges  the  viewer  to  detect  a blemish  with  the 
unaided  eye.  One  of  the  most  important  opportunities  in  the  half 
dollar  section  of  this  sale  is  about  to  be  offered,  and  we  hope  you 
bid  accordingly. 

NGC  Census:  4;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #006175 
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Satiny  Gem  Uncirculated  1837  Half  Dollar 

Lustrous  MS-66 


761  1837  MS-66  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  intense  cartwheel  lustre 

that  supports  a nuance  of  faint  champagne  toning  here  and  there. 
Sharply  struck  at  the  centers  with  a touch  of  peripheral  weakness, 
particularly  in  certain  obverse  stars  and  the  tops  of  certain  reverse 
letters.  Reverse  variety  with  50  CENTS  in  the  denomination,  a 
style  used  late  in  1836  with  the  advent  of  the  Reeded  Edge  design 
type,  and  in  1837;  in  1838  the  denomination  style  was  changed. 
An  exceptionally  lustrous  and  equally  lovely  example  of  a popular 
design  type. 

NGC  Census:  10;  4 finer  (MS-67  finest). 


From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities.  Previously  from  our  sale  of  the 
Frog  Run  Farm  Collection,  November  2004,  Lot  1263. 

PCGS  #006176 
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763  1839  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  silver  surfaces  with  soft  lavender  and 

champagne  overtones,  mostly  at  the  periphery.  Very  sharply  struck, 
with  excellent  central  details  and  the  centers  of  all  obverse  stars 
complete.  The  obverse  field  is  bulged  slightly,  left  of  the  portrait, 
with  heavy  die  polish  lines  and  a pair  of  diagonal  planchet  lines  across 
the  bust  that  did  not  strike  out,  all  as  made.  The  reverse  is  somewhat 
prooflike  in  the  fields,  which  are  heavily  striated  from  die  polish- 
ing. Close  inspection  reveals  irregular  frosty  and  raised  die  artifacts 
below  some  of  the  reverse  letters,  most  notably  ED  STA,  and  ICA. 


766  1846  over  horizontal  6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Medium  to  deep  golden 

gray  with  splashes  of  rich  electric  blue  and  peach  in  the  protected 
areas  of  the  obverse,  the  reverse  leaning  more  toward  deep  lilac-gray. 
Interesting  and  rare  variety  with  6 in  date  first  punched  laying  on  its 
back,  so  to  speak,  then  repunched  in  its  proper  upright  position;  this 
detail  is  plainly  evident  to  the  unaided  eye.  Among  the  three  finest 
examples  of  the  date  seen  by  NGC.  A pleasing,  satiny  example  of 
a popular  rarity. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

PCGS  #006254 


These  roughly  mirror  the  designs  of  the  letters  themselves,  but  the 
process  that  created  them  at  the  mint  is  unclear.  A thin  retained 
cud  has  formed  in  the  denticles,  beginning  between  the  second  S 
of  STATES  and  OF,  and  continuing  clockwise  to  just  right  of  the 
R in  AMERICA.  An  interesting  example  of  the  type. 

PCGS  #006179 


764  1842-0  Reverse  of  1839.  Small  Letters.  VF-20  (PCGS).  A 

modestly  circulated  yet  not  heavily  marked  example  of  this  rare 
prize.  Medium  golden  gray  with  touches  of  deeper  toning  in  the 
recessed  areas.  Again,  no  major  marks  are  noted,  and  the  eye  appeal 
is  substantial.  Struck  in  New  Orleans  using  a discarded  reverse  of 
1839  with  comparatively  small  letters  on  the  reverse. 

PCGS  #006238 


Choice  Uncirculated  1844  Half  Dollar 


1837  Reeded  Edge.  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny  beauty  with  a rich 
array  of  golden  iridescence  that  vies  with  original  mint  brilliance 
for  dominance  on  the  lustrous  gem  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  with 
full  design  details  at  the  centers  and  the  peripheries.  Struck  from  a 
slightly  misaligned  die;  when  turned  on  the  coin’s  horizontal  axis, 
the  eagle’s  head  points  to  1:00  rather  than  12:00.  A pleasing  coin 
for  the  grade. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities.  Previously  from  our  sale  of 
the J.B.  Worthington  Collection,  May  2005,  Lot  274. 

PCGS  #006176 


765  1844  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with  a bold  strike  on  both 

sides.  Pale  violet  iridescence  engages  the  rims,  encroaching  slightly 
and  pleasantly  on  the  otherwise  bright  surfaces.  Highly  elusive  at 
MS-64  or  finer,  see  below.  An  attractive  example  of  an  early  date 
in  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series. 

NGC  Census:  13;  2 finer  (both  MS-65). 

PCGS  #006245 

Famous  1846/Horizontal  6 Half  Dollar  Rarity 
MS-64  NGC 


Satiny  Gem  1837  Half  Dollar 
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1846  Tall  Date.  MS-63  (NGC).  A lustrous  golden  gray  specimen 
with  rich  peach,  rose,  and  champagne  iridescence  on  both  sides. 
Sharply  struck.  A popular  scarcity,  much  more  so  than  its  Medium 
Date  counterpart.  An  attractive  choice  Mint  State  specimen  that 
ranks  high  in  the  NGC  Census. 

NGC  Census:  5;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-64  finest). 

Determining  the  Tall  Date  and  Medium  Date  varieties  for  the  1846 
half  dollar  is  quite  simple;  on  the  Tall  Date  variety,  as  here,  the  serifs  of  the 
4 do  not  meet,  while  on  the  Medium  Date  variety,  the  serifs  of  the  4 are 
joined  at  the  bottom. 


PCGS  #006252 


l] 


Important  Uncirculated  1846-0  Tall  Date  500 


1846-0  Tall  Date.  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  somewhat 
prooflike,  with  reflective  fields  and  frosted  motifs.  Pale  champagne 
hues  grace  both  sides.  Sharply  struck.  A rare  and  desirable  variety, 
particularly  in  Mint  State  grades,  as  here.  Rarer  than  its  Medium 
Date  counterpart,  perhaps  on  the  order  of  eight  to  10  times  as  rare, 
at  least  in  our  experience,  and  valued  accordingly  in  current  price 
guides.  The  solitary  MS-61  certification  of  the  date,  with  only  a 
pair  of  1846-0  Tall  Date  half  dollars  receiving  finer  grades  from 
NGC.  A splendid  opportunity  for  an  advanced  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollar  specialist. 

NGC  Census:  1;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-63  finest). 

PCGS  #006256 


Impressive  Gem  1851-0  500 


769  1851-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  impressive  specimen  of  this  New 

Orleans  issue.  Exceptional  lustre  graces  smooth,  frosty  surfaces 
toned  deep  gray  with  golden  and  olive  highlights.  The  surfaces 
are  free  from  any  marks,  the  color  and  lustre  are  each  superb  and 
attractive,  and  the  strike  is  as  bold  as  we  have  seen.  Described  by 
Carl  Carlson  and  David  Akers  at  its  last  appearance  on  the  market 
in  1977  as  “Unc-65+.  Sharply  struck  with  Liberty’s  head  and  hair 

JLerican  Numismatic  Rarities 


(JieQ^ew  ffj ork  H#onnomeut'&  fool  lection  • SESSION  One 


detail  boldly  defined.  Beautiful  warm  gray  and  greenish  gold  toning 
and  flawless,  unmarked  surfaces.  Without  a doubt  one  of  the  finest 
known  specimens  of  this  date,  if  not  the  finest.  A magnificent  coin 
that  must  be  seen  to  be  fully  appreciated.”  It  looks  just  as  magnifi- 
cent today,  and  we  echo  that  expert  catalogue  description  and  their 
opinion  that  this  piece  could  be  the  very  finest  known  specimen  of 
this  date.  Chances  to  buy  specimens  of  any  Mint  State  quality  are 
few  and  far  between. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from 
Paramount’s  sale  of  the  Lewis  Collection,  July  1977,  Lot  298 

PCGS  #006267 


Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1854-0  Arrows  500 

The  Reed  Hawn  Specimen 


2x  photo 

770  1854-0  Arrows.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A sharp  and  lustrous  golden 

gray  gem  that  glows  with  intensity.  Rich  scarlet,  violet,  and  golden 
tones  address  the  obverse  rim,  with  lighter  though  similar  shades  at 
the  reverse  rim.  Sharply  struck  from  faintly  rusted  dies.  A study  in 
gem  quality,  a beautiful  coin  whose  last  public  appearance  was  in 
1973.  Among  the  dozen  finest  grading  events  enumerated  by  PCGS, 
and  worthy  of  high  praise  as  such.  We  expect  premium  bidding 
activity  from  collectors  who  know  superb  gem  quality  when  they 
see  it! 

PCGS  Population:  11;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Reed  Hawn  Collection,  August  1973,  Lot  184. 

PCGS  #006280 
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Gem  Proof  1855/4  Arrows  50^ 

None  Certified  Finer  by  NGC 


Important  1855-S  Arrows  50£ 

First  San  Francisco  Mint  50<  Coinage 


772  1855-S  Arrows.  AU-53  (NGC).  A nice  AU  example  of  the  date, 

a pleasing  coin  with  a generous  amount  of  lustre  on  light  golden 
gray  surfaces.  The  strike  is  quite  crisp  for  this  particular  specimen, 
and  save  for  a few  obverse  hairlines  and  a small  dig  at  the  left  side  of 
the  reverse  shield,  the  physical  quality  is  outstanding.  One  of  just 
129,950  examples  of  the  date  struck  during  the  hrst  year  that  San 
Francisco  issued  the  denomination.  Needless  to  say,  nearly  all  of 
its  mintage  went  into  the  coffers  of  commerce  in  the  region.  The 
typical  survivor  from  that  modest  mintage  for  the  date  is  apt  to  be 
VG  to  VF,  with  some  other  specimens  on  either  side  of  that  range. 
In  AU,  as  here,  or  finer,  the  number  of  grading  events  at  NGC  drops 
dramatically,  with  a showing  of  fewer  than  20  examples  of  the  date 
called  AU-53,  as  here,  or  finer  in  that  firm’s  roster.  A great  op- 
portunity for  those  who  have  been  patiently  building  an  attractive, 
quality  set  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars. 

NGC  Census:  2;  16  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #006284 


773  1856-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A richly  toned  choice  Uncirculated 

example  of  this  popular  New  Orleans  issue.  Sharply  struck  for  the 
date  with  essentially  full  details  in  all  quarters.  Bold  underlying 
lustre  brings  great  activity  to  the  rich  gold,  violet,  and  electric  blue 
highlights  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  #006288 


2 x photo 

1855/4  Arrows.  Proof-65  (NGC).  A sultry  lilac-gray  gem  with 
rich  rose,  gold,  and  pale  blue  iridescence  on  the  obverse,  but  mainly 
lilac-gray  on  the  reverse.  The  motifs  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are 
reflective,  though  the  cameo  effect  is  not  noted  on  the  NGC  holder. 
Very  few  Proofs  of  this  overdate  exist,  though  the  Wiley-Bugert 
reference  notes  “at  least  three.”  As  noted  in  Breen’s  Encyclopedia,  our 
own  Q.  David  Bowers  was  the  discoverer  of  this  rare  variety.  On 
the  present  coin,  the  overdate  feature  is  strong  and  unmistakable. 
Traces  of  the  previous  numerals  can  be  seen  at  the  8 and  first  5, 
and  the  crossbar  of  the  underlying  4 balances  plainly  on  the  ball  of 
the  second  5 in  the  date  (the  same  die  was  also  used  for  circulation 
strikes  of  the  issue).  Even  without  the  overdate  details  the  date  is  a 
great  rarity  in  Proof — Breen  knew  of  “less  than  a dozen”  Proofs  of 
the  date,  and  he  identified  only  two  or  three  of  them  as  overdates. 
A very  rare  and  interesting  coin  that  will  see  a memorable  bout  of 
bidding  activity  before  it  lends  its  beauty  to  an  outstanding  collec- 
tion. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities.  Previously  from  our  sale  of 
the  Red  Bank  Collection,  December  2003,  Lot  739. 

PCGS  #006409 
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I '74  1861-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  WB- 103.  “Confederate”  obverse.  Satiny 

golden  gray  with  deeper  gold  at  the  rims.  Strong  underlying  lustre. 
Nicely  struck  tor  the  date,  with  just  a hint  ot  peripheral  weakness 
in  the  stars  and  in  places  on  the  reverse  peripheral  legends.  Obverse 
with  die  crack  upward  from  the  dentils  below  the  date, just  gracing 
the  back  curve  ot  the  six  before  traveling  upward  to  the  rock  above 
the  date.  The  Wiley  and  Bugert  reference  on  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollars  has  much  to  say  about  this  variety,  see  below.  Called  “Rar- 
ity-7+,” in  Uncirculated,  though  its  high  degree  of  rarity  may  have 
changed  somewhat  in  the  ensuing  13  years  since  the  publication 
of  that  reference.  Still,  no  doubt  quite  scarce,  if  not  still  rare,  and 
always  exciting  when  encountered;  the  present  writer  has  been 
looking  for  one  of  these  for  years  on  a bourse  floor!  A worthwhile 
coin  to  pursue,  not  only  for  its  possible  link  to  the  Confederacy, 
but  also  for  the  simple  fact  that  it  is  a pleasing  coin  for  the  assigned 
grade. 

WB-103.  “Die  crack  bisected  date.  (1  head  die).  The  head  die  has  a 
vertical  die  crack  from  the  rim  to  the  rock  along  the  left  side  of  the  6 in  the 
date.  It  is  paired  with  two  tail  dies,  the  first  of  which  is  a later  die  state  of 
WB-102.  This  indicates  that  WB-103  was  also  struck  by  the  Confederacy. 
(Breen-unlisted).” 

PCGS  #006303 

Popular  Scott  CSA  500  Token 


I 75  1861  Confederate  half  dollar  token.  Breen-8003.  White 

metal.  Proof-64  (NGC).  Highly  reflective  brilliant  silver  gray 
with  abundant  lustre.  Some  minor  cloudiness  on  shield  around 
the  CSA  side,  lesser  cloudiness  around  top  of  other  side,  no  major 
corrosion  or  serious  problems,  just  the  most  minor  hairlines.  A 
popular  and  interesting  production  from  1879,  one  of  500  struck 
byJ.W.  Scott  to  mark  his  acquisition  of  the  original  reverse  die 
for  the  extremely  rare  Confederate  half  dollar.  These  white  metal 
pieces,  with  a Scott  advertising  die  serving  as  the  “reverse,”  were 
actually  struck  before  the  restrike  pieces  coined  on  planed-down 
1861  half  dollars,  ostensibly  to  be  able  to  have  something  to  offer 
paying  customers  if  the  die  broke  when  striking  in  less-forgiving 
silver  composition.  The  die  survived,  and  Scott  eventually  sold  out 
of  these  interesting  tokens  as  well.  Today  they  are  avidly  included 
in  collections  of  half  dollars  and  enjoyed  by  those  who  enjoy  the 
mystique  and  fascinating  history  of  the  Confederacy’s  attempts  at 
coinage. 

NGC  Census:  6;  1 finer  (Proof-65). 


Amazing  Cameo  Proof  1864  Half  Dollar 

Finest  Proof  Graded  by  NGC 


2x  photo 

776  1864  Proof-67  CAMEO  (NGC).  An  exemplary  gem  Proof  of 

this  scarce  Civil  War  issue.  Largely  brilliant  centers  give  way  to  rich 
steel  gray  and  faded  violet  iridescence.  From  a Proof  mintage  for 
the  date  of  just  470  pieces,  the  second  lowest  Proof  production  in 
the  design  type  after  1858.  Sharp  and  appealing,  a coin  that  chal- 
lenges the  viewer  to  find  a noticeable  imperfection.  We  also  note 
that  the  present  gem  is  the  finest  cameo  Proof  of  the  date  certified 
by  NGC  to  date  (though  we  do  mention  a Proof-68  specimen  seen 
by  that  firm,  which  did  not  receive  a cameo  designation).  Simply 
superb  in  all  ways,  a coin  that  would  be  a highlight  in  virtually  any 
collection. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities.  Previously  from  our  Classics 
Sale,  July  2003,  Lot  576. 

PCGS  #086418 
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Glorious  Gem  1866-S  No  Motto  500 
The  Reed  Hawn  Coin 
Perhaps  Finest  Known 

777  1866-S  No  Motto.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  incredible  specimen  of 

this  avidly  sought  and  elusive  issue,  the  finest  certified  at  either 
major  service  by  a full  two  points  and  new  to  the  market  after  33 
years  in  a private  collection.  Smooth  but  intense  cartwheel  lustre 
encircles  both  obverse  and  reverse,  each  marvelously  toned  lively 
golden  gray  that  is  framed  with  pale  blue  at  the  reverse  periphery. 
An  identifying  toning  spot  hidden  on  Liberty’s  cap  notwithstand- 
ing, this  coin  is  “absolutely  perfect,  not  even  one  small  bagmark” 
according  to  the  description  from  the  1973  Reed  Hawn  sale,  the 
last  time  this  coin  appeared  or  changed  hands.  It  remains  just  as 
gorgeous  today,  vibrant  at  arm’s  length  and  essentially  immaculate 
under  magnified  scrutiny.  The  strike  is  flawless  and  definitive  from 
center  to  rim  on  both  sides,  and  we  cannot  identify  even  a single 
mark  that  catches  the  eye. 

When  we  examined  this  piece  raw,  we  assigned  a higher  grade 
and  feel  it  may  merit  a numerical  graduation.  Of  course,  we  can 
understand  the  reticence  to  call  even  this  magnificent  coin  a MS- 
66  or  something  similar,  considering  the  fact  that  after  20  years 
of  professional  coin  certification  PCGS  has  only  a single  MS-65 
reported  in  the  population  report,  the  next  highest  grade  is  a single 
entry  at  the  MS-63  level,  and  NGC  has  never  certified  a specimen 
better  than  MS-62.  The  magnificent  Pryor  coin  was  graded  MS-64 
raw,  a nice  coin  with  just  a touch  of  softness  on  the  eagle’s  talons. 
With  that  coin  mentioned,  we  suspect  this  piece  is  the  strongest 
candidate  for  finest  known  honors  among  the  very  few  Mint  State 
coins  remaining  from  an  estimated  mintage  of  60,000  pieces.  Off 
the  market  since  1973,  and  submitted  to  the  certification  service  but 
once,  this  fresh  and  impressive  coin  deserves  very  strong  bidding 
among  specialists  in  San  Francisco  Mint  rarities  and  the  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollar  type. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer  per  the  online  report  at  the  time  of  our 
publication.  However,  we  believe  that  this  is,  in  fact,  the  second  specimen 
graded  at  this  level.  NGC  has  never  graded  a specimen  finer  than  MS-62 
and  the  second  finest  PCGS  coin  is  graded  only  MS-63. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Reed  Hawn  Collection,  August  1973,  Lot  230. 

PCGS  #006315 
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781  1874  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty  specimen  with  rich 

underlying  lustre  and  pale  champagne  highlights  on  both  sides.  A 
pleasing  specimen  ideally  suited  for  inclusion  in  a type  collection. 
PCGS  #006346 

Gem  Uncirculated  1875  Half  Dollar 


782  1875  MS-65  (NGC).  A sharp  and  frosty  gem  with  strong  cartwheel 

on  both  sides.  The  obverse  displays  a faint  array  of  pale  rose  and 
champagne,  while  the  reverse  deepens  to  medium  peach  irides- 
cence. Sharply  struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies.  Quite  scarce  at  the 
gem  level  despite  its  common  date  status. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection. 

PCGS  #006349 


783  1877-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty  beauty  that  cries  “gem”  at 

first  appearance.  A high  degree  oflustre  supports  rich  gold  and  deep 
peach  toning  with  a splash  here  and  there  of  fiery  crimson  making 
its  appearance.  A sharply  struck  specimen  and,  as  noted,  a coin  we 
feel  approaches  gem  quality  in  many  regards. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Collection,  October  1970,  Lot 
512. 

PCGS  #006356 


1868  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous,  largely  brilliant,  and 
nicely  struck  for  the  date  with  just  a hint  ofweakness  in  the  reverse 
near  the  eagle’s  feet.  One  of  the  finest  examples  of  the  date  certi- 
fied thus  far  by  NGC.  This  half  dollar  would  make  a meaningful 
addition  to  any  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  collection  or  advanced 
type  coin  collection. 

NGC  Census:  4;  3 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #006323 

Desirable  1870-CC  Half  Dollar 

First  Carson  City  Mint  Issue 


1870-CC  VF-25  (PCGS).  Medium  golden  gray  with  lighter 
golden  gray  high  points,  and  with  some  slate  toning  in  the  recessed 
areas.  Well-circulated  yet,  aside  from  a few  faint  ticks,  decidedly 
free  of  heavy  marks.  One  of  54,617  half  dollars  coined  in  1870  at 
Carson  City,  the  present  coin  is  an  example  of  the  typical  grade 
found  for  this  date.  More  1870-CC  half  dollars  are  known  in  lesser 
grades  than  that  presently  offered,  with  fewer  seen  above  the  pres- 
ently offered  grade.  Don’t  miss  this  opportunity. 

PCGS  #006328 


1873  No  Arrows,  Close  3.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers 
give  way  to  deep  bull’s  eye  gold,  crimson,  and  electric  blue  on  the 
obverse,  with  a halo  of  the  same  hues  at  the  reverse  periphery. 
From  the  Benson  Collection. 

PCGS  #006431 
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1885  Proof-63  (NGC).  An  impressive  coin  from  the  John  Jay 
Pittman  Collection.  Lustrous  golden  gray  centers  with  halos  of 
crimson  and  electric  blue  at  the  rims. 

From  Hans  Schulman ’s  Herdegen  Sale,  December  1973 , Lot  819; from 
David  Akers  Numismatics,  Inc.  ’s  sale  of  the John  Jay  Pittman  Collection, 
May  1998,  Lot  1593. 

PCGS  #006446 


1888  Proof-63  CAMEO  (NGC).  A richly  toned  cameo  specimen. 
The  frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields  glow  with  warm 
golden  hues.  Deep  violet,  electric  blue,  and  sea  green  iridescent 
halos  encircle  the  centers. 

PCGS  #086449 


1889  Proof-65  (NGC).  A deep  golden  gray  gem  with  faint  pastel 
rainbow  highlights  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  #006450 


1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  A sharp  and  frosty  specimen  with  stupen- 
dous underlying  lustre  that  supports  pale  champagne,  rose,  and 
faint  sky  blue  iridescence.  One  of  just  934,000  examples  of  the 
date  struck  in  the  first  year  of  the  Barber  half  dollar  series. 

PCGS  #006461 


788  1893  Proof-65  (NGC).  An  attractive  gem  Proof  of  the  date.  The 

devices  are  lightly  frosted  and  the  fields  are  heavily  mirrored,  the 
whole  splashed  with  pale  lilac,  orange,  sea  green,  and  electric  blue. 
A beauty. 

PCGS  #006540 


Choice  Uncirculated  1893-S  Barber  50^ 


2x  photo 

789  1893-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  hues  gather  on  both  sides 


of  this  frosty,  satiny  gem.  A high  degree  of  lustre  sweeps  breezily 
across  the  surfaces.  An  elusive  date  in  all  grades,  especially  in  Mint 
State.  740,000  examples  were  struck,  most  of  which  saw  heavy 
activity  in  West  Coast  commerce.  MS-64  or  finer  survivors  come 
few  and  far  between  in  today’s  numismatic  marketplace.  Sharply 
struck  with  just  a modicum  of  softness  at  the  bottom  of  the  reverse 
eagle,  though  all  the  details  there  are  present  and  accounted  for, 

just  not  needle  sharp. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  5 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

PCGS  #006467 
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Gem  Cameo  Proof  1894  Barber  500 


I 790  1894  Proof-66  CAM  (PCGS).  A pleasing  cameo  from  a Proof 

mintage  for  the  date  ot  972  pieces.  The  motifs  are  frosty,  the  fields 
are  deeply  mirrored,  and  both  sides  glow  with  rich  deep  champagne 
highlights. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  CAM 
finest). 

PCGS  #086541 


U791  1894-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with  all  the  eye  appeal 

of  a finer  grade.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  mildly  reflec- 
tive, forming  a pleasing  and  colorful  cameo  contrast.  The  obverse  is 
largely  brilliant  at  the  center  which  gives  way  immediately  to  deep 
orange,  violet,  and  electric  blue.  The  reverse  is  largely  brilliant  at 
the  center,  with  a halo  of  deepening  crimson  at  the  rim.  As  pretty 
as  the  proverbial  picture. 

PCGS  #006469 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1895  Half  Dollar 


793  1895  Proof-66  (NGC).  Light  gray  and  iridescent  toning  over 
what  seem  to  be  virtually  flawless  surfaces.  If  we  had  been  given 
a guest  chair  in  the  grading  room  at  NGC  we  might  have  called 
this  Proof-67!  The  coin  is  truly  superb  and  an  appropriate  bid  is 
encouraged. 

PCGS  #006542 

794  1895  Proof-63  (NGC).  Lightly  frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields 
display  even  champagne  hues.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #006542 


795  1895-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  highly  lustrous  with  pale 

champagne  toning  highlights.  Nicely  struck  in  all  areas  but  a few 
obverse  stars  and  the  very  tips  of  the  arrow  feathers.  A pleasing 
MS-64  early  Barber  half  dollar. 

PCGS  #006472 


792  1894-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  and  lustrous  specimen  with 

pale  champagne  hues  on  both  sides.  Some  striking  weakness  at  the 
bottom  of  the  reverse  eagle,  as  typically  seen  for  this  New  Orleans 
Mint  issue. 

PCGS  #006469 


Attractively  Toned  1895-S  Barber  500 


796  1895-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Broadly  sweeping  lustre  adds  vivid  life  to 

pale  peach,  rose,  and  faint  sky  blue  iridescence.  Sharply  struck  for 
the  date  with  just  a touch  of  lightness  at  the  reverse  arrow'  feathers, 
otherwise  everything  is  crisp  and  well  presented. 

PCGS  #006473 
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797  1896  Proof-64  (NGC).  Lightly  dusted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored 

fields  form  a faint  yet  pleasing  cameo  contrast,  with  the  contrast 
heaviest  on  the  reverse.  Deep  lilac  and  gold  toning  graces  the  rims. 
Choice  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #006543 


798 


Gem  Uncirculated  1897  Barber  500 

Richly  Toned 


1897  MS-65  (NGC)  . A vividly  toned  gem  with  strong  underlying 
lustre  and  satiny  surfaces.  A golden  gray  backdrop  plays  host  to  pale 
sea  green,  electric  blue,  rose,  and  peach.  Nicely  struck  and  not  far 
from  the  top  of  the  NGC  roster  for  the  date. 

NGC  Census:  17;  4 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #006477 


799 


1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty  Barber  half  dollar  with  strong 
cartwheel  lustre.  Nicely  struck.  Crescents  of  deep  carmine  and 
orange  can  be  seen  at  both  rims. 


PCGS  #006483 


800 


1902  Proof-64  (NGC).  A richly  toned  gem  with  vibrant  gold, 
violet,  crimson,  peach,  and  electric  blue  on  both  sides.  Some  cameo 
contrast  is  present  beneath  the  gorgeous  toning. 


PCGS  #006549 


801 


1903  Proof-64  (NGC).  Largely  brilliant  with  areas  of  deep  gold 
and  orange,  with  a hint  of  crimson  as  well.  A reflective  beauty  that 
approaches  gem  quality. 


PCGS  #006550 


802  1903-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  fiery  orange, 

gold,  and  electric  blue  at  the  rims  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck 
except  for  a touch  of  weakness  at  the  reverse  arrow  feathers. 

PCGS  #006496 


Impressive  Choice  Mint  State  1903-S  500 

Superb  Rainbow  Toning 


803  1903-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  specimen  that  ap- 

proaches gem  quality.  Largely  brilliant  centers  softened  by  pale 
champagne  toning  which  gives  way  to  deep,  fiery  orange,  violet, 
and  electric  blue  at  the  rims.  Sharply  struck. 

From  the  Shireman  Collection. 

PCGS  #006497 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1904  Barber  500 
Condition  Rarity 
None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


04  1904  MS-66  (NGC).  A sharp  and  appealing  specimen  with  full 

blown  lustre  beneath  rich  gold  and  pale  lilac  iridescence.  A satiny 
gem  that  is  tied  for  finest  certified  for  the  date  by  NGC;  that  firm 
has  had  just  one  other  grading  went  has  occurred  at  the  MS-66  level. 
A condition  rarity  date,  one  that  is  much  rarer  in  gem  condition  than 
its  mintage  of  more  than  2.9  million  pieces  suggests. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #006498 

Mint  State  1904-S  Barber  500 


05  1904-S  MS-61  (NGC).  A lustrous  specimen  with  warm  golden 

toning  highlights  and  a splash  here  and  there  of  pale  rose  and  crim- 
son. A fairly  scarce  branch  mint  issue  from  a modest  mintage  within 
the  series  ofjust  553,038  pieces.  This  date  evidently  circulated  long 
and  hard  and  in  huge  quantities,  as  once  the  LIBERTY  appears  on 
Liberty’s  headband  at  the  F-12  grade,  the  value  and  scarcity  escalates 
considerably.  Indeed,  just  a baker’s  dozen  examples  of  the  date  have 
been  called  MS-61,  as  here  or  finer  by  NGC.  Typical  strike  for  this 
elusive  date,  fairly  bold  on  the  obverse  but  with  some  weakness  at 
places  in  the  reverse  eagle.  Still,  an  important  coin  that  should  be 
considered  by  serious  students  of  the  Barber  half  dollar  series. 

NGC  Census:  4;  9 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #006500 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1905-0  Barber  500 

Richly  Toned 


806  1905-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  satiny  lilac-gray  with  warm 

electric  blue  and  rose  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  afire  with 
bright  gold,  crimson,  and  sea  green.  From  a modest  mintage  ofjust 
505,000  pieces,  of  which  the  vast  majority  saw  some  form  of  circula- 
tion; gem  Mint  State  examples  of  the  date  are  in  a very  distinctive 
minority.  A grand  opportunity  to  obtain  this  nicely  struck  scarcity 
for  your  burgeoning  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  8 finer  (MS-68  finest). 

PCGS  #006502 


807 


1905-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Much  mint  brilliance  mingles  with 
rich  gold  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  a pleasing  blend  of 
faint  champagne  and  vibrant  peach.  Some  striking  weakness  on  the 
reverse,  typical  for  this  low-mintage  date. 

PCGS  #006502 


Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1905-S  500 


808  1905-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  brisk  underlying 

lustre  on  pale  golden  gray  surfaces.  Generous  amounts  of  golden 
iridescence  grace  both  sides.  Nicely  struck  and  visually  appealing, 
and  among  the  finest  examples  of  the  date  seen  thus  far  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  6;  1 finer  (MS-67H). 

PCGS  #006503 
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809  1906-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty,  satiny  gem  with  bursts  of  mint 

brilliance  vying  with  frosty  powder  gray,  rich  gold,  and  sea  green 
for  dominance  on  the  obverse,  while  fiery  peach  dominates  the 
reverse.  Sharply  struck,  but  with  essentially  full  details  present  on 
both  sides.  As  Dave  Bowers  noted  in  his  monumental  cataloguing  of 
the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection,  “Taken  by  itself,  the  reverse 
on  this  coin  is  among  the  top  several  finest  we  have  ever  seen  on 
any  Barber  half  dollar,  regardless  of  date  or  mint,  and  especially 
significant  as  being  a New  Orleans  Mint  coin.  For  sheer  purposes 
of  numismatic  enjoyment  we  invite  in-person  inspection  of  this 
piece  at  lot  viewing.”  We  couldn’t  have  said  it  better.  Fewer  than  a 
half  dozen  examples  of  this  popular  New  Orleans  issue  have  been 
called  MS-66  by  PCGS,  with  only  two  finer.  A grand  opportunity 
for  an  advanced  Barber  half  dollar  specialist  to  attach  his  or  her  name 
to  the  all-important  pedigree  associated  with  this  beautiful  gem. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  2 finer  (both  MS-67). 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collec- 
tion, April  1997,  Lot  2108. 

PCGS  #006506 


Gem  Mint  State  1906-0  Barber  500 

The  Eliasberg  Specimen 


1907  Proof-64  (NGC)  . Rich  blue,  crimson,  and  violet  toning  on 
the  obverse  with  deep  sea  green,  crimson,  and  electric  blue  sharing 
the  reverse  with  areas  of  mint  brilliance. 

PCGS  #006554 

Gem  Mint  State  1907-S  Barber  500 

Rich  Toning  Highlights 


810 


Zx  photo 

1907-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  broadly  sweeping 
underlying  lustre  that  seemingly  glows  beneath  pale  champagne, 
rose,  and  lilac  toning  highlights.  From  a fairly  sizable  mintage  ot 
1.25  million  pieces,  yet  decidedly  scarce  in  grades  of  AU  or  finer. 
In  Mint  State,  as  here,  the  value  increases  dramatically  as  does  the 
scarceness  of  the  date.  Somewhat  light  in  strike  at  the  bottom  of 
the  eagle  on  the  reverse,  though  we  have  seen  far  worse  for  this 
particular  date.  Gem  quality  all  the  way. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  7 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #006511 


~l)h(’  qCoo  ^yjork  Connoisseur  s Collection  • SESSION  One 


i Impressive  Gem  Cameo  Proof  1909  Barber  500 

Among  Three  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


1812  1909  Proof-67 ★ CAMEO  (NGC).  A sparklingly  lustrous  and 

fully  brilliant  gem  with  intensely  mirrored  fields  and  heavily  frosted 
motifs.  The  strike  is  needle  sharp,  as  should  be  expected,  and  the 
eye  appeal  is  unyielding.  From  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  ofjust 
650  pieces.  Splendid. 

NGC  Census:  1;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  Proof-68 
Cameo). 

PCGS  #086556 


Key  Date  1914  Barber  500 
Choice  MS-64  PCGS 


815  1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  example  of  this  low-mintage  issue, 

a date  that  saw  a production  run  of  124,230  circulation  strikes, 
far  and  away  the  lowest  mintage  figure  in  the  Barber  series.  Vivid 
underlying  lustre  swirls  rapidly  beneath  pale  gold  and  faint  peach 
iridescence.  A sharply  struck  beauty  that  approaches  gem  quality 
in  many  respects. 

PCGS  Population:  37;  8 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

PCGS  #006530 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1911  Half  Dollar 


1911  Proof-66  (NGC).  A lovely  coin,  with  no  obvious  defects. 
What  we  thought  was  a little  scratch  under  the  chin  “moved”  as 
we  turned  the  holder,  and  the  scratch  was  on  the  face  of  the  holder 
itself.  Another  coin  that  we  might  call  Proof-67.  The  toning  on 
obverse  and  reverse  is  lightly  mottled  gold  and  brown.  The  striking 
is  quite  good.  Coins  like  this  make  one  want  to  start  collecting  a 
run  of  Barber  halves. 

PCGS  #006558 


1912  Proof-64  (NGC)  . An  impressively  toned  gem  with  exquisite 
eye  appeal.  Lightly  frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields  display 
bright  peach  at  the  center,  with  deepening  halos  of  crimson,  sea 
green,  gold,  and  electric  blue  at  the  rims.  Simply  outstanding, 
especially  aesthetically. 

PCGS  #006559 
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Outstanding  Gem  1916-D  500 

Incredible  Rainbow  Toning 


816  1916-D  MS-67  (NGC).  A spirited  and  impressive  gem.  A coin 

with  sweeping  cartwheel  lustre  that  supports  a vivid  array  of  in- 
credible rainbow  toning.  Pick  your  color,  gold,  green,  lilac,  blue, 
or  more,  they  are  all  here!  Not  only  does  the  present  gem  get  high 
points  for  beauty,  but  for  quality  as  well.  The  strike  is  strong  for 
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the  date,  with  much  hand  detail  and  cap  detail  seen  on  the  ob- 
verse. If  you  love  gloriously  colorful  gems,  prepare  yourself  to  bid 
strongly. 

NGC  Census:  6;  1 finer  (MS-67H) 

PCGS  #006567 

Gorgeous  Gem  1917-D  Half  Dollar 

Obverse  Mintmark  Style 


817  1917-D  Obverse  Mintmark.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous 

and  delightful  golden  gem  from  the  second  and  final  year  of  obverse 
mintmarks  in  the  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  series.  Lightly  textured 
with  high  “square”  rims,  as  originally  intended  by  Weinman  on  his 
beautiful  design.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  nearly  full  hand 
and  cap  details  on  the  obverse.  A beautiful  coin  that  is  worthy  of  its 
gem  status,  and  a piece  that  has  been  locked  in  the  same  collection 
since  1981.  Simply  superb. 

PCGS  Population:  59;  4 finer  (all  MS-66). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  From  Paramount’s  sale 
of  the  Vincennes  Collection,  September  1981,  Lot  5 A. 

PCGS  #006570 
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2 x photo 

1917-D  Reverse  Mintmark.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny,  high)' 
lustrous  surfaces  with  wisps  of  mingled  deep  gold  and  steel  gray  on 
the  obverse,  the  reverse  deeply  aglow  with  varied  gold,  crimson) 
and  violet.  Nicely  struck  for  the  issue,  with  nearly  full  hand  anw 
cap  details  on  the  obverse.  1917  marks  a return  to  the  reverse  foi 
the  mintmark  in  the  half  dollar  denomination,  where  it  had  ap* 
peared  since  1840.  On  the  reverse  it  then  remained  through  th« 
end  of  the  series  in  1947.  A lovely  gem  with  exquisite  eye  appe.i 
and  enchanting  lustre. 

PCGS  Population:  30;  5 finer  (all  MS-66). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  From  Paramount’s  suit 
of  the  Vincennes  Collection,  September  1981,  Lot  6 A. 

PCGS  #006571 


1917-D  Obverse  Mintmark.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  specimei 
with  heavy  mint  frost  and  delightful  lustre,  and  with  pale  champagnt 
hues  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck  as  well,  with  essentially  full  ca 
and  hand  details  on  the  obverse.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #006570 

Gem  Uncirculated  1917-D  Half  Dollar 

Reverse  Mintmark  Style 
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1921-D  EF-40  (ANACS).  Medium  golden  gray  with  some  deeper 
highlights.  Modestly  circulated  yet  devoid  of  serious  marks,  indeed, 
essentially  mark-free  to  the  unaided  eye.  Among  the  scarcest  and 
most  desirable  of  all  20th-century  half  dollars. 

PCGS  #006584 

1921-S  VF-35  (ANACS).  Medium  lilac-gray  with  some  deeper 
toning  and  a hint  here  and  there  of  retained  lustre.  A pleasingly 
circulated  example  of  one  of  the  key  dates  from  the  series. 

PCGS  #006585 


Frosty  MS-64  1918-S  500 


1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty,  satiny  specimen  with  broadly 
sweeping  underlying  cartwheel  lustre  that  supports  a wealth  of 
varied  golden  hues.  An  attractive  example  of  a date  that  becomes 
increasingly  elusive  at  choice  Mint  State  or  finer. 

PCGS  #006576 


Choice  Uncirculated  1927-S  500 


1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  highly  lustrous  with  pale 
champagne  highlights.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  much  hand 
and  cap  detail  present  on  the  obverse.  A pleasing  example  of  the 
first  coinage  in  the  denomination  since  1923. 

PCGS  #006587 


| 4 1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A glittering  gem  example  of  the  date,  the 

last  issue  of  the  design  type  until  1933;  production  was  no  doubt 
halted  by  the  Great  Depression,  and  the  fact  that  half  dollars  were 

j 
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currently  stockpiled  “to  the  roof’  in  many  banks  across  the  country. 
Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  robust  cartwheel  lustre  that  supports 
wisps  of  faint  gold. 

PCGS  #006590 

Splendid  and  Well  Struck  1933-S  Half  Dollar 


825  1933-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  The  1933-S  half  dollar  is  one  of  the 

scarcer  issues  of  the  decade,  especially  in  grades  such  as  this.  The 
coin  offered  here  is  a sharp  strike,  splendid,  with  virtually  needle 
sharp  detail  everywhere.  Rich  silver  lustre  with  some  hints  of  light 
toning.  Truly  an  extraordinary  quality  coin. 

For  a real  challenge,  embark  on  the  quest  of  completing  a full  set  of 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  from  1933-S  (the  first  issue  of  this  decade) 
through  the  end  of  the  series  in  1947,  in  MS-65  grade  but  sharply  struck. 
The  “sharply  struck”  is  the  key  to  the  challenge — some  issues  are  hardly 
ever  found  that  way. 

PCGS  #006591 


826  1937-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  robust  cartwheel  lustre,  a strong 

strike,  and  warm  champagne  highlights,  especially  on  the  reverse. 
From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection. 

PCGS  #006603 


827  1939  MS-67  (NGC).  A splendid  gem  of  a Walker!  The  satiny 

surfaces  are  ripe  with  intense  lustre.  The  strike  is  superb,  as  befits 
a coin  of  this  grade  and  beauty. 

PCGS  #006606 


828  1940-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lustrous  deep  golden  gray  gem  with 

rich  gold,  peach,  and  autumn  red  iridescence  on  the  obverse,  while 
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the  reverse  boasts  crimson  and  gold  at  the  left  side,  largely  brilliant 
elsewhere.  Typically  mushy  at  the  center,  though  here  there  is  a 
generous  amount  of  cap  detail,  with  some  hand  detail  as  well. 
PCGS  #006610 


829 


830 


831 


1940-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Incredible  rainbow  hues  including  or- 
ange, violet,  green,  and  gold  grace  this  lustrous  half  dollar.  Typical 
strike  for  the  date,  softness  at  the  exact  obverse  center. 

PCGS  #006610 

1941  MS-67  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  pale  gold  and  faint  sky 
blue  iridescence  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  #006611 


1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A satiny,  reflective  gem  Proof  from  the 
final  year  of  such  coinage;  the  war  called  a halt  to  the  Mint’s  collec- 
tor-oriented, and  Proofs  were  not  forthcoming  from  Philadelphia 
again  until  1950.  Fully  brilliant  with  a light  dusting  on  the  devices 
and  much  mirror  depth  in  the  fields. 

PCGS  #006642 


832 


1942-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem.  The  highly  lustrous 
surfaces  play  host  to  faint  gold  and  pale  sky  blue  iridescence,  with 
deepening  gold  on  the  reverse.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date. 

PCGS  Population:  108;  4 finer  (all  MS-68). 

PCGS  #006615 


hand  details  are  noted.  A frosty  gem. 
PCGS  Population:  257;  1 finer  (MS-67). 
PCGS  #006617 


834 


835 


836  1945-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Intense  gunmetal-blue,  gray,  and  irides- 
cent toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Above  average  strike.  Just  right 
for  the  buyer  who  enjoys  deep,  attractive  toning. 

PCGS  #006625 

837  Pair  of  Walking  Liberty  halves  graded  MS-66  (PCGS):  ☆ 

1945-S.  Lustrous,  with  faint  speckled  gray  toning  ☆ 1946.  Brilliant 
and  lustrous.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

838  1947  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning  with  some  iridescent  hues 
over  surfaces  that  are  above  average  in  striking  quality. 

PCGS  #006630 

839  Pair  of  certified  Proof  Cameo  Franklins:  ☆ 1952  Proof-65 
CAMEO  (NGC).  Brilliant  silver  centers,  with  attractive  gold  and  '< 
blue  around  the  obverse  rim  ☆ 1960  Proof-67  DCAM  (PCGS). 
Brilliant,  with  a strong  cameo  effect.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


\ 

1944  MS-67  (PCGS).  A frosty,  satiny  gem  of  exquisite  eye  appeal.  I 
The  surfaces  display  a nuance  of  faint  champagne  on  both  sides,  I 
with  a crisp  crescent  of  deep  fiery  crimson  at  the  right  side  of  the  I 
obverse. 

PCGS  Population:  47;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #006621 


1944-D  FS-1944D-901.  Hand-cut  “AW.”  MS-65  (NGC).  A 

superbly  lustrous  gem  with  full  mint  brilliance  tempered  by  just  a 
hint  of  pale  rose  at  the  rims.  An  increasingly  popular  variety  with 
the  designer’s  initials,  AW,  hand-strengthened  in  the  dies.  Scarce 
and  desirable  according  to  the  Fivaz-Stanton  reference. 

PCGS  #006622 


833  1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  faint  champagne 

highlights  on  lustrous  surfaces.  Nicely  struck;  this  particular  date 
is  often  soft  and  mushy  at  the  centers  but  not  so  here,  as  partial 

^ 
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840  1952-S  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  A lustrous  and  satiny  gem  of  the  fin- 

est order.  The  eye  appeal  is  substantial,  aided  immensely  by  faint 
champagne  iridescence.  Sharp  and  appealing. 

PCGS  #086663 


841 


1954-S  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  One  of" 
the  more  elusive  early  varieties. 

PCGS  #086669 


End  of  Session 
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Nice  VF  1795  Head  of  1794  $1 


001  1795  BB-14,  B-4.  Rarity-3.  Flowing  Hair,  Head  of 1794.  VF- 
30  (SEGS).  A fascinating  head  variety  distinctive  enough  to  be 
more  actively  pursued.  Attractive  and  even  medium  antique  gray 
with  only  very  light  hints  of  toning.  A very  pleasing  specimen  for 
the  VF  level,  with  good  definition  in  the  important  central  obverse 
device  and  bold  peripheries  as  well.  There  are  no  adjustment  marks 
aside  from  some  faint  vestiges  atop  the  reverse,  only  light  hairlines 
typical  of  the  grade,  tiny  contact  marks  commensurate  with  wear 
though  none  affects  the  positive  eye  appeal.  This  head  type,  called 
the  “Head  of  1794”  for  its  similarity  to  the  design  puncheon  found 
on  1794  dollars,  has  a much  longer  bust  truncation  than  the  main 
head  type  of  1795;  it  is  used  on  several  varieties  placed  near  the 
beginning  of  the  die  emission  sequence  for  the  year. 

PCGS  #006852 


Toned  VF  1795  Dollar 


1002  1795  BB-21,  B-l.  Rarity-2.  Flowing  Hair.  VF-30  (SEGS).  At- 
tractively toned  in  deep  pewter  gray  with  hints  of  dark  blue.  Smooth 
and  attractive  for  the  assigned  grade,  no  obvious  adjustment  marks 
seen  under  careful  examination,  minor  nick  in  lower  left  obverse 
field,  some  hairlines  but  not  enough  to  seriously  detract  from  very 
positive  visual  appeal.  The  strike  is  even  and  well-defined,  sharper 
than  many  we  have  seen  graded  similarly.  A very  desirable  example 
for  a type  or  date  set. 

PCGS  #006852 

Choice  VF  1795  BB-26  $1 

Flowing  Hair 


1003  1795  BB-26,  B-12.  Rarity-4.  Flowing  Hair.  3 Leaves.  VF-30 
(NGC).  Exemplary  light  gray  surfaces  show  golden  toning  and 
traces  of  lustre  in  protected  areas.  The  fields  remain  quite  lively 
and  free  of  problems,  just  a tiny  dig  under  B of  LIBERTY  and 
some  inconsequential  hairlines.  While  this  would  be  a great  way 
to  display  the  Flowing  Hair  type  in  a well-formed  set,  this  variety  is 
also  considerably  scarcer  than  BB-27,  another  3 Leaves  variety,  and 
provides  a significant  challenge  in  grades  much  finer  than  this. 

NGC  Census:  5;  1 finer  within  the  variety  (EF-45).  NGC  has  graded 
only  seven  pieces  with  this  BB  number. 

PCGS  #006852 
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Exceptionally  Choice  AU  1795  Flowing  Hair  $1 


2 x photo 

1004  1795  BB-27,  B-5.  Rarity-1.  3 Leaves.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Abun- 
dant lustre  peers  through  delightful  old  toning  in  deep  shades  of 
gray,  olive  green,  rose,  and  deep  violet.  The  cartwheel  shows  only 
the  most  minor  impairment  from  full  Mint  State,  and  the  surfaces 
retain  excellent  frost.  The  overall  look  is  exceptional,  full  of  visual 
appeal  and  exhibiting  excellent  technical  quality.  The  strike  is  also 
excellent  for  the  issue,  as  every  lock  of  Liberty’s  hair  is  perfectly 
defined  and  the  reverse  shows  only  a small  oval  of  softness  on  the 
eagle’s  breast.  The  eagle’s  head  is  exquisitely  detailed,  as  are  his 
wing  feathers  and  talons.  A few  very  light  natural  planchet  striations 
may  be  seen  at  central  obverse,  but  the  bold  strike  was  enough  to 
almost  completely  obliterate  the  vestiges  of  southwest-to-northeast 
adjustment  marks  on  the  obverse,  which  are  only  readily  apparent 
outside  stars  6-7  and  stars  11-13.  The  surfaces  show  only  the  most 
minor  marks.  This  sort  of  quality  is  what  is  meant  by  “choice”  AU 
and  we  know  this  is  the  coin  we’d  choose  before  perhaps  75%  of 


certified  Mint  State  coins  we  have  seen  in  the  last  two  years.  A 
really  lovely  coin. 

PCGS  #006852 


Remarkably  Choice  EF  1795  Flowing  Hair  $1 


2x  photo 

1005  1795  BB-27,  B-5.  Rarity-1.  3 Leaves.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A su- 
perb coin  for  the  grade.  Deep  gray  surfaces  show  attractive  golden 
highlights  and  abundant  lustre,  well  beyond  the  usual  amount  as- 
sociated with  this  grade.  The  eye  appeal  and  technical  quality  are 
both  excellent.  Indeed,  this  is  the  sort  of  coin  where  “just  some 
light  wear”  describes  all  the  flaws  just  fine!  The  fields  are  free  of  all 
but  the  most  minor  marks,  though  magnified  study  did  find  a single 
thin  scratch  hidden  in  Liberty’s  hair.  A short  batch  of  horizontal 
adjustment  marks  crosses  the  eagle’s  waist  but  does  not  affect  detail. 
A simply  lovely  example  for  a very  finicky  collector  and  a piece 
worth  considerably  more  than  a standard  EF. 

PCGS  #006852 
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Choice  VF  1795  Draped  Bust  $1 


High-Grade  1795  Draped  Bust  $1 


006  1795  BB-51,  B-14.  Rarity-2.  Draped  Bust.  VF-30  (SEGS). 

Exemplary  deep  olive-gray  toning  contrasts  with  lighter  silver 
design  elements,  while  golden  highlights  surround  lettering  and 
motifs.  A smooth  and  attractive  example  with  abundant  eye  appeal. 
Some  vertical  parallel  adjustment  marks  are  present  at  the  base  of 
the  reverse,  tiny  dig  at  D of  UNITED,  another  behind  one  of 
Liberty’s  middle  curls,  short  nick  at  Liberty’s  chin.  Aside  from  these 
old  contact  points  this  is  a remarkably  choice  piece,  boasting  the 
sort  of  old-fashioned  originality  that  is  rarely  seen  on  the  market. 
It  would  be  hard  to  find  a better  looking  VF  Small  Eagle  dollar. 
PCGS  #096858 


2x  photo 

1007  1795  BB-52,  B-15.  Rarity-2.  Centered  Bust.  AU-50  (PCGS). 

A pleasing  example  of  the  first  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  dollar  series. 
Deep  antique  gray  surfaces  show  abundant  golden  highlights  and 
good  remaining  lustre.  The  designs  are  nicely  defined  for  the  grade, 
well  struck  and  showing  only  the  light  wear  expected  of  this  grade 
assignment.  Some  hairlines  are  noted,  more  prominent  on  the 
obverse  than  reverse.  An  extremely  thin  scratch  runs  diagonally 
across  the  top  of  Liberty’s  chest,  a very  subtle  spot  is  noted  on 
Liberty’s  nose,  as  free  from  nicks  or  marks  as  any  circulated  dollar 
can  hope  to  be.  The  rims  are  likewise  perfect,  leaving  this  as  a very 
well  preserved  specimen  of  a consistently  popular  18th-century 
issue. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #006858 
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Mint  State  1796  Dollar 

Small  Eagle 


2 x photo 


1008  1796  BB-61,  B-4.  Rarity-3.  MS-60  (PCGS).  An  important 
high-grade  specimen  of  a very  elusive  issue.  Lustrous  light  silver 
gray  surfaces  show  blushes  of  pale  golden  toning.  The  cartwheel 
is  strong  on  both  sides  and  particularly  intense  on  the  reverse. 
The  strike  is  very  bold  for  the  issue,  a desirable  and  sometimes 
overlooked  aspect  to  consider  when  purchasing  high  end  early  type 
coins,  as  most  1796  dollars  show  almost  no  definition  at  central 
reverse.  This  example,  while  not  fully  struck,  shows  only  a very 
small  area  of  softness  on  the  eagle’s  right  chest  and  forward  thigh. 
The  talons,  head,  and  wreath  are  all  impeccably  defined  and  the 
central  obverse  device  is  likewise  well  rendered.  Some  light  hairlines 
are  noted,  probably  contributing  to  the  grade,  but  the  eye  appeal  is 
vastly  superior  to  what  you  might  expect  of  a typical  MS-60  coin. 
A dig  is  noted  under  Liberty’s  ear,  but  other  marks  are  small  and 
inconsequential. 


The  1796  Small  Eagle  dollar  is  famously  challenging  in  Mint 
State.  A grand  total  of  only  three  specimens  have  ever  been  certi- 
fied as  Mint  State  in  the  20  year  history  of  PCGS.  The  population 
figures  are  perhaps  a bit  confused,  as  this  piece  is  listed  as  a “Small 
Date,  Small  Letters”  despite  the  fact  that  the  older-generation  green 
label  holder  in  which  it  resides  does  not  bear  an  attribution — not  to 
mention  that  this  variety  is  a Small  Date,  Large  Letters.  The  single 
finest  1796  dollar  certified  by  PCGS  is  a MS-62-graded  BB-65 
that  realized  $78,200  in  our  sale  of  the  Cardinal  Collection  in  June 
2005.  This  piece  deserves  a place  in  a Cardinal-quality  collection 
of  early  dollars  or  other  type  coins. 

PCGS  Population  (all  1796  dollars):  1;  2 finer  (MS-62  finest). 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities. 

PCGS  #006859 


Choice  EF  1796  Small  Eagle  $1 


1009  1796  BB-61,  B-4.  Rarity-3.  Small  Date,  Large  Letters.  EF-45 
(PCGS)  . Even  and  appealing  olive-gray  with  traces  of  underlying 
lustre.  Very  sharp  and  attractive  for  the  grade  with  a minimum  of 
marks.  Some  parallel  adjustment  marks  diagonally  cross  the  obverse 
but  are  prominent  at  the  rim  near  the  tip  of  Liberty’s  bust  and 
above  LIBERTY,  not  enough  to  affect  the  lovely  eye  appeal  or  bold 
devices.  Small  Eagle  dollars  are  plagued  by  poor  strikes,  though  this 
is  a rather  marked  exception.  Far  more  original  than  most  pieces  of 
this  date,  this  choice  specimen  should  see  strong  bidding. 

PCGS  #006860 


1010  1796  BB-65,  B-5.  Rarity-4.  Large  Date,  Small  Letters.  VG- 

10.  A pleasing  circulated  example  of  the  elusive  Small  Eagle  type. 
Deep  olive-gray  surfaces  yield  highlights  of  gold  and  pale  blue  in  the 
smooth  fields.  Evenly  worn  and  very  pleasing  for  the  grade,  free  of 
substantial  defects.  What  looks  like  a rim  nick  over  star  3 is  actually 
a tiny  planchet  flaw  that  affects  the  same  location  on  the  reverse 
rim.  An  old  scratch  under  Liberty’s  bow  is  noted,  but  other  digs 
or  abrasions  are  minor  and  commensurate  with  the  grade.  A bit  ot 
minor  surface  scale  or  dirt,  perhaps  removable,  is  located  around 
the  date.  A perfectly  collectible  specimen  with  good  eye  appeal. 
PCGS  #006861 


American  Numismatic  RaritiI 


152 


011  1797  BB-72,  B-2.  Rarity-4.  Stars  9X7,  Small  Letters.  VF-25 
(PCGS).  Dark  gray  with  silver  gray  high  points  and  a hint  of  blue 
on  the  obverse,  pale  gold  and  violet  with  hints  of  blue  on  the  reverse. 
The  obverse  design  elements  are  very  sharp,  showing  more  detail 
than  most  at  this  grade,  though  the  reverse  shows  typical  central 
weakness.  A number  of  digs  are  seen  on  the  obverse,  less  significant 
marks  on  the  reverse.  Small  Eagle  dollars  are  always  difficult  to  find 
in  choice  condition  and  rank  high  on  the  list  of  desirables  for  many 
type  collectors. 

PCGS  #006866 

Choice  EF  1797  $1 

Small  Eagle 


012  1797  BB-73,  B-l.  Rarity-3. 9X7.  Large  Letters.  EF-45  (NGC). 

Very  appealing  dark  pewter  gray  with  lighter  gray  high  points  and 
golden-toned  fields  exhibiting  blue  highlights.  Good  lustre  remains 
for  the  grade,  and  the  fields  are  light  and  pleasing  to  the  eye.  A little 
bit  of  softness  atop  Liberty’s  hair  translates  to  a flat  area  at  the  base 
of  eagle’s  talons,  but  overall  this  coin  is  very  well  struck  with  an 
especially  bold  head  on  the  eagle  and  more  than  its  share  of  breast 
feather  detail.  A few  little  marks  are  hidden  at  IB  of  LIBERTY  and 
some  short  planchet  streaks  are  noted  at  the  left  ribbon  end  on  the 
reverse.  Small  Eagle  dollars  with  strong  eye  appeal  are  tough  to  find 
in  this  grade,  but  this  piece  presents  itself  very  nicely. 

PCGS  #006863 
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Choice  EF  1798  Small  Eagle  $1 

Very  Elusive  in  High  Grade 


1013  1798  BB-81,  B-2.  Rarity-3.  Small  Eagle,  15  Stars.  EF-45 
(PCGS).  Lovely  light  antique  gray  toning  with  hints  of  violet  and 
gold.  A very  attractive  piece  in  hand,  retaining  traces  of  lustre  and 
exhibiting  grand  visual  appeal.  No  significant  marks  are  seen,  just 
a few  natural  planchet  streaks  that  require  magnified  scrutiny  to 
discern  and  a thin  vertical  scratch  right  of  the  last  S of  STATES. 
Some  very  faint  granularity  is  noted  at  the  central  reverse.  A very 
scarce  major  variety,  the  last  of  the  Small  Eagle  series  and  nearly 
impossible  to  improve  upon.  PCGS  has  certified  only  seven  ex- 
amples finer,  the  best  of  which  is  the  Cardinal  MS-62  that  realized 
$103,500  in  our  sale  last  June. 

PCGS  Population  (Small  Eagle,  15  Stars):  9;  7 finer  (MS-62  finest). 

PCGS  #006868 

Very  Rare  1798  BB-91  $1 


1014  1798  BB-91,  B-32.  Rarity-6.  5 Stripes.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Even 
glossy  deep  pewter  gray,  a lovely  original  shade,  with  choice  eye 
appeal.  Superb  planchet  quality  for  the  grade,  very  few  marks  of  any 
size,  certainly  far  fewer  than  should  be  expected  at  this  grade  level. 
Some  adjustment  marks  may  be  seen  in  the  right  obverse  field,  with 
a few  lines  reaching  but  barely  affecting  the  central  obverse  device. 
A beautifully  preserved  dollar  that  also  happens  to  be  a significant 
rarity. 

A bulge  in  the  upper  left  obverse  obscures  stars  6 and  7,  and 
it  was  undoubtedly  this  die  failure  that  caused  the  rarity  of  this 
variety.  Bolender  did  not  know  of  this  variety.  Called  full  Rarity-7 
by  Perkins  and  the  2001 JRCS  survey,  two  examples  appeared  in 
the  recent  Reiver  sale.  The  finer  Reiver  specimen,  graded  VF-35 
(NGC),  realized  $8,625  at  auction,  and  the  lowly  AG-3  (NGC)  that 
followed  it  still  brought  $6,325.  This  piece  is  similar  in  sharpness 
to  the  better  Reiver  specimen  and  most  would  probably  argue  this 
has  better  eye  appeal.  Its  appearance  spells  opportunity  for  special- 
ists in  this  series. 

PCGS  #006874 
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Rare  1798  BB-93  $1 

Missing  From  The  Reiver  Collection 


1015  1798  BB-93,  B-5.  Rarity-6.  Knob  9.  VF-25  (PCGS).  An 

especially  challenging  variety  that  was  missing  from  Jules  Reiver’s 
nearly  complete  collection.  Nice  deep  gray  surfaces  show  subtle 
violet  and  gold  toning.  Excellent  aesthetic  appeal,  light  evidence 
of  adjustment  marks  in  the  reverse  star  cluster,  a single  dull  nick 
right  of  the  date  is  the  only  mark  of  significance,  thin  horizontal 
hairline  under  M of  AMERICA.  Both  sides  are  attractive  and 
very  well  detailed  for  the  grade.  A vertical  die  crack  on  the  reverse 
stretches  from  the  rim  right  of  STATES  to  a major  break  at  its 
bottom  terminus  below  the  olive-branch  talon,  a nearly  definitive 
hallmark  seen  on  almost  every  example  from  this  unique  use  of 
the  reverse  die.  The  break  is  interesting  to  study,  as  the  two  halves 
of  the  bisected  reverse  clearly  were  on  different  planes  by  the  time 
this  piece  was  struck.  A good-looking  and  interesting  early  dollar 
rarity. 

PCGS  #006875 


■L 


2x  photo 

1016  1798  BB-94,  B-3.  Rarity-5.  Heraldic.  Knob  9.  AU-55 
(PCGS).  Strong  lustre  remains,  especially  satiny  on  the  reverse,., 
over  a nearly  brilliant  silver  gray  obverse  with  golden  highlights! 
and  a pearlescent  silver  gray  reverse  with  a deeper  golden  tone. 
Appealing  and  well-detailed,  some  central  softness  of  strike  but  note 
enough  to  be  alarming,  scattered  minor  hairlines,  horizontal  scratch 
above  arrows  but  only  minor  marks  otherwise.  The  peripheries  area 
very  bold,  with  each  star  showing  a good  center  and  other  details* 
also  nicely  defined.  The  visual  appeal  is  excellent  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  Population  (Knob  9):  2;  3 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

Bowers  state  III,  the  latest  noted  in  that  reference,  with  a short  die  crack, 
between  stars  2 and  3.  Considerably  sharper  and  more  attractive  than  thd 
Reiver  coin  that  was  graded  AU-55  (NGC) , though  not  as  fine  as  the  MS-63! 
(PCGS)  example  of  this  variety  in  our  Cardinal  sale.  That  piece,  thought! 
to  be  finest  known  of  the  die  variety,  realized  $39,100.  This  example  is# 
probably  within  the  Condition  Census  and  is  worthy  of  another  similarlyj 
advanced  collection. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006875 
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018  1798  BB-95,  B-7.  Rarity-5.  Knob  9.  EF-45  (NGC).  Medium 
gray  surfaces  with  pale  blue  and  rose  toning  in  the  fields  and  lighter 
gray  devices.  Some  lustre  remains  and  the  sharpness  is  strong.  A 
bit  of  surface  detritus  clings  to  the  left  obverse  field,  some  light 
obverse  hairlines,  dull  nick  on  Liberty’s  neck,  tiny  rim  nick  at  9:00 
on  reverse.  The  strike  is  about  typical,  with  strong  stars  on  the  right 
and  softer  stars  on  the  left.  Considerably  sharper  than  the  BB  plate 
coin.  This  variety  was  lacking  entirely  in  Jules  Reiver’s  substantial 
collection.  A good  opportunity  for  variety  enthusiasts  to  acquire 
an  elusive  die  marriage. 

PCGS  #006875 

Appealing  AU  1798  $1 


017 


Very  Scarce  1798  BB-95 


019  1798  BB-96,  B-6.  Rarity-3.  Heraldic.  10  Arrows.  AU-50 
(PCGS).  Pleasing  light  silver  gray  with  lustre  and  golden  toning 
lingering  in  protected  areas  of  the  designs.  Free  of  any  notable  marks 
and  lovely  to  behold,  just  some  unobtrusive  hairlines  detected  under 


1798  BB-94,  B-3.  Rarity-5.  Knob  9.  VF-35  (NGC).  Attractive 
light  gray  surfaces  and  slightly  lighter  silver  devices.  A smooth  and 
nicely  preserved  coin,  showing  circulation  wear  but  no  heavy  marks 
or  even  a large  preponderance  of  small  ones.  Two  short  horizontal 
abrasions  are  noted  in  the  right  obverse  field  but  they  do  not  impact 
very  good  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  A pleasing  example  of  a scarce 
die  variety. 

PCGS  #006875 
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a light.  A very  short  vertical  scratch  behind  the  eagle’s  head  serves 
as  an  identifier.  Good  detail  remains  and  the  eye  appeal  is  superb 
for  the  assigned  grade.  A very  high  quality  example  that  would 
serve  admirably  in  a hand-selected  date  set. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006876 


High-Grade  1798  BB-101  $1 

Rarity-5 


2x  photo 

1020  1798  BB-101,  B-17.  Rarity-5.  Heraldic.  5 Stripes.  AU-50 
(PCGS).  Lustrous  light  silver  gray  with  golden  toning  on  the  right 
side  of  the  obverse  and  some  golden  highlights  on  the  reverse  as 
well.  Strong  cartwheel  survives  in  protected  areas  at  the  peripheries. 
Some  minor  hairlines,  tiny  rim  nick  over  second  T of  STATES, 
only  light  scattered  contact  marks.  Better  struck  than  Reiver’s 
AU-53  (NGC)  specimen,  which  showed  a flat  cloud  under  O of 
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OI:,  while  this  piece  is  fully  struck  in  that  area.  The  obverse  shows 
significant  bulges  in  the  left  field,  related  to  the  numerous  die  cracks 
surrounding  the  area,  and  the  lowest  curl  shows  significant  lapping. 
The  die  cracks  align  with  Bowers  state  III,  which  noted  the  crack 
outside  stars  2 through  5,  though  the  bulges  align  with  Bowers 
state  IV.  Needless  to  say,  it  is  an  advanced  and  interesting  die  state 
that  shows  why  this  variety  is  so  elusive!  The  Cardinal  primary 
specimen  that  we  sold  in  June  2005  was  graded  just  three  points 
finer  by  PCGS.  Both  that  coin  and  this  are  likely  of  Condition 
Census  quality,  recommending  this  for  selection  by  an  advanced 
specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  3 finer  within  the  variety  (MS-63  finest). 

From  the  Thaler  Collection.  Previously  from  the  Cardinal  Collection. 

PCGS  #006874 


Pleasing  1798  Wide  Date  $1 


1021  1798  BB-105,  B-23.  Rarity-3.  Wide  Date.  AU-53  (PCGS). 

Lustrous  brilliant  silver  gray  with  some  dark  gray  toning  around 
the  right  obverse  periphery  and  a more  thorough  ring  of  periph- 
eral toning  around  the  reverse.  Attractive  and  free  of  significant 
disturbances,  just  some  minor  hairlines.  Nicely  struck,  denticles 
a bit  wider  at  northeast  obverse  than  southwest.  A nice  looking 
specimen  of  this  distinctive  variety. 

PCGS  #006877 


Very  Sharp  1798  BB-107 

Perhaps  Condition  Census 


1022  1798  BB-107,  B-21.  Rarity-5.  Heraldic  Eagle.  AU-55,  lightly 
cleaned.  An  important  and  very  sharp  specimen  of  this  elusive 
variety.  Lustrous  light  silver  gray  with  deeper  toning  at  centers  and 
delightful  shades  of  rose,  blue,  and  gold  on  the  reverse.  Exception- 
ally well  detailed,  as  sharp  as  many  graded  Mint  State  today,  with  full 
strike  on  all  stars  and  wing  feathers.  Some  vertical  adjustment  marks 
are  seen  at  the  top  of  the  shield,  fainter  diagonal  marks  cross  below. 
Both  sides  show  lively  lustre,  but  under  magnification  the  surfaces 
appear  very  finely  granular  and  some  hairlines  can  be  seen.  Despite 
this,  the  eye  appeal  remains  good  and  this  piece  is  considered  one 
of  the  best  extant  specimens  from  this  die  marriage. 

The  Bowers  Encyclopedia  lists  this  as  number  6 on  the  list  of 
“notable  specimens,”  a roster  led  by  a single  Mint  State  example  and 
others  in  the  AU-55  to  58  range.  The  Guide  Book  variety  “Pointed 
9, 10  Arrows”  includes  only  this  rare  die  marriage  and  the  slightly 
more  common  BB-108,  a specimen  of  which  in  MS-63  (NGC) 
sold  for  $64,400  in  our  June  2005  Cardinal  Collection  sale.  While 
this  piece  is  perhaps  not  as  fine,  this  major  variety  is  quite  elusive  in 
top  grade,  bringing  attention  to  this  long-hidden  specimen. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from 
Superior’s  session  of  Auction  ‘80,  August  1980,  Lot  232. 

PCGS  #006873 


1023  1798  BB-107,  B-21.  Rarity-5.  Large  Eagle.  EF-40  (NGC). 

Bright  shades  of  gold,  rose,  and  pale  blue  frame  the  obverse  periph- 
ery, while  the  central  obverse  and  most  of  the  reverse  is  even  light 
silver  gray.  Some  peeks  of  peripheral  toning  and  hints  of  lustre  are 
visible  around  the  reverse  periphery  as  well.  A pleasing  example 
with  no  serious  marks,  only  light  hairlines.  Some  central  softness 
of  strike  is  typical  of  the  issue.  The  obverse  “album”  toning  is  sure 
to  attract  many,  and  the  elusiveness  of  the  variety  should  appeal  to 
Bust  dollar  specialists. 

PCGS  #006873 
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Superb  MS-62  1798  $1 

Beautiful  Cartwheel 


1024  1798  BB-109,  B-10.  Rarity-5.  Pointed  9,  Wide  Date.  EF-45 
(NGC).  Brilliant  silver  gray  centers  show  strong  lustre  for  the  grade 
and  pleasing  light  green  and  blue  toning  enlivens  the  peripheries. 
The  visual  appeal  is  very  nice  and  no  marks  or  distracting  flaws  are 
easily  noted.  Some  hairlines  are  present,  central  obverse  shows  a 
bit  ot  minor  natural  granularity,  single  line  of  an  adjustment  mark 
runs  from  O ot  OF  to  shield.  Mostly  sharp,  an  appealing  example 
of  this  variety. 

PCGS  #006877 


Rare  1798  BB-110  $1 


1025  1798  BB-110,  B-16.  Rarity-6.  Large  Eagle.  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Beautiful  light  gray  with  pale  blue  overtones  and  golden  toning  at 
the  periphery,  a very  attractive  and  natural  appearing  color  scheme. 
Traces  of  lustre  persist  in  protected  areas  and  the  visual  appeal  is 
superb  for  the  grade  assigned.  Tiny  contact  point  over  Liberty’s 
bow,  some  hairlines  typical  of  the  grade,  minor  rim  nick  at  9:00  on 
reverse.  Good  detail  remains  from  a crisp,  even  strike  that  brought 
up  areas  like  Liberty’s  neck  curl  and  the  eagle’s  head.  Relatively  early 
die  state  with  the  usual  crack  from  above  the  date  to  below  star  1 
present  but  quite  thin,  most  clear  at  the  lowest  curl;  it  is  this  crack 
that  condemned  this  variety  to  rarity.  The  Bowers  list  of  “notable 
specimens’"  included  just  two  better  than  EF  plus  the  Reiver  coin 
(now  graded  AU-55  NGC)  which  sold  for  $8,625.  The  pleasing 
originality  and  good  aesthetic  appeal  of  this  piece  should  make  it  a 
prize  for  any  early  dollar  specialist. 

PCGS  #006873 


2x  photo 

1026  1798  BB-112,  B-15.  Rarity-3.  Heraldic.  Wide  Date.  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Magnificent  cartwheel  lustre  of  a sort  not  usually  found 
on  coins  of  this  grade  dominates  brilliant  silver  surfaces.  Some  very 
light  toning  is  seen  on  the  highest  points  of  the  design.  Frosty  and 
attractive  with  just  a few  scattered  hairlines,  a horizontal  nick  on 
Liberty’s  cheekbone,  and  a nick  hidden  within  the  left  side  of  the 
reverse  star  cluster.  A few  little  vestiges  of  natural  planchet  streaks 
are  visible  near  central  obverse.  The  obverse  is  very  nicely  detailed, 
with  very  good  sharpness  in  the  hair  and  stars  especially.  The  reverse 
star  cluster  and  eagle’s  head  are  a bit  soft,  but  most  regions  ot  the 
reverse  also  show  strong  relief.  The  eye  appeal  surpasses  the  typical 
piece  of  this  grade  by  a good  margin,  largely  on  the  back  of  lustre 
more  intense  than  that  found  on  some  gems. 

This  piece  is  likely  among  the  very  finest  of  this  die  variety,  and 
it  is  numerically  tied  with  the  Cardinal  coin  at  PCGS.  It  would  be 
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a bright  highlight  in  any  sort  of  specialized  or  general  cabinet. 
PCGS  Population  (Wide  Date):  2;  none  finer. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006877 


Choice  AU  1798  BB-114  $1 


2x  photo 

1027  1798  BB-114,  B-26.  Rarity-5.  Heraldic.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

Lustrous  light  silver  gray  with  some  deeper  toning  on  the  highest 
points  of  the  obverse  and  faint  golden  toning  around  the  reverse 
periphery.  Superb  eye  appeal  and  strong  sharpness  for  the  issue, 
though  still  a bit  soft  at  absolute  center.  The  usual  light  hairlines 
are  inconsequential,  dull  horizontal  scratch  at  throat,  small  patch 
of  natural  granularity  below  BE  of  LIBERTY,  very  faint  traces  of 
adjustment  marks  down  from  rim  between  STATES  and  OF  on 
the  reverse.  The  overall  look  is  well  above  average,  very  pleasing 
to  the  eye. 


■h 


Bowers  state  V,  the  terminal  die  state  with  a network  of  reverse? 
die  cracks  curving  from  6:00  to  12:00  on  both  sides  of  the  eagle. ! 
According  to  the  Bowers  description  of  this  state,  “the  reverse  die 
could  not  have  functioned  much  beyond  this  point.”  Such  things, 
are  interesting  to  study  under  a good  glass,  and  make  for  an  added 
level  of  interest  to  any  early  coin.  The  Pittman-Cardinal  example 
of  this  variety,  graded  MS-61  (PCGS),  realized  $41,400  last  year. 
It  was  struck  from  the  same  late  die  state,  as  was  the  only  example 
in  the  Reiver  collection,  a cleaned  EF.  This  die  marriage  remains, 
very  elusive,  particularly  so  in  such  high  grade. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006873 


1028  1798  BB-115,  B-31.  Rarity-5.  Pointed  9,  Close  Date.  VF-30 
(NGC).  Pleasing  deep  pewter  gray  fields  contrast  with  light  silver 
gray  devices.  Attractive  for  the  grade  with  only  light  scattered  marks 
and  a tiny  rim  nick  over  L of  LIBERTY.  Some  softness  of  strike  at 
the  tip  of  Liberty’s  bust  also  affects  the  cloud  under  OF.  Interesting 
die  cracks  intersect  near  the  date.  A fine  looking  circulated  dollar 
that  shows  no  sign  of  abuse. 

PCGS  #006877 


Lustrous  EF  1798  Dollar 


1029  1798  BB-120,  B-12.  Rarity-4.  Heraldic.  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Attractive  antique  silver  gray  with  subtle  toning  highlights  and 
underlying  lustre  that  remains  rather  bold.  A pleasing  and  natural 
looking  coin  with  few  post-striking  flaws.  Some  dirt  is  noted  in  the 
intricacies  of  the  reverse,  faint  planchet  fissures  at  central  obverse, 
quite  softly  struck  on  Liberty’s  shoulder  and  most  of  the  reverse  star 
cluster.  This  softness  is  found  on  many  specimens  of  this  variety, 
particularly  those  of  an  advanced  die  state  as  here,  Bowers  state  IV. 
Based  on  the  striking  and  the  lustre,  this  piece  may  be  technically 
finer  than  EF.  The  eye  appeal  is  generous  for  that  grade. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006873 
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Scarce  1798  BB-121  in  EF 


[030  1798  BB-121,  B-9.  Rarity-5.  Large  Eagle.  EF-45  (NGC). 

Handsome  medium  silver  gray  with  golden  lustre  surrounding 
devices  and  peripheries.  The  fields  also  remain  lively  and  lustrous, 
with  just  light  scattered  marks  and  excellent  visual  appeal.  A very 
thin  scratch  is  noted  in  the  lower  right  obverse  field.  The  central 
strike  is  weak,  as  always  found  on  this  die  marriage,  especially 
notable  on  Liberty’s  profile  as  on  most  seen  of  this  variety.  The 
AU-58  (PCGS)  in  our  Cardinal  sale  of  June  2005  was  also  a bit 
weak  at  centers;  that  piece  brought  S20,700.  This  piece  has  finer 
surfaces  and  more  lustre  than  many  AUs  and  should  bring  a strong 
sum. 

PCGS  #006873 


Lustrous  ALT  1798  $1 


031  1798  BB-125,  B-8.  Rarity-2.  Heraldic.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pleas- 
ing golden  gray  with  sedate  deep  blue  highlights  on  the  reverse. 
The  cartwheel  lustre  is  nearly  complete  and  shows  intensely  on 
both  sides.  The  strike  is  better  than  often  seen,  with  most  feather 
detail  prominent  on  the  chest  and  full  stars.  Some  light  hairlines 
are  present  and  a thin  scratch  is  detected  from  cloud  3 down  to  the 
center  of  the  shield,  some  tiny  rim  nicks  are  hidden  by  the  holder, 
and  the  overall  visual  appeal  is  very  nice  for  the  grade.  Typical  die 
state,  Bowers  state  II,  with  faint  cracks  and  the  vertical  die  flaw  in 
the  lower  left  obverse  field.  An  attractive  high-grade  dollar  with 
most  of  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  a Mint  State  coin. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006873 


Extremely  Sharp  1799/8  SI 


2x  photo 

1032  1799  BB-141,  B-3.  Rarity-3.  15  Stars  Reverse.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  Lustrous  old  silver  gray  surfaces  yield  highlights  of  gold 
and  pale  blue,  with  the  cartwheel  most  apparent  at  the  peripheries. 
Extremely  bold  in  detail,  with  Liberty’s  hair  and  bust  very  nicely 
defined  and  only  a fraction  of  the  eagle’s  breast  feathers  anything 
but  fully  rendered.  The  stars  are  each  fully  struck  up,  and  even  the 
tip  of  Liberty’s  drapery  shows  each  individual  fold.  Some  natural 
planchet  streaks  cross  Liberty’s  bust  and  the  right  obverse  field  in 
a diagonal  fashion,  central  reverse  a bit  granular,  small  abrasion 
beneath  NU  of  UNUM,  hidden  nick  at  the  corner  of  Liberty’s 
mouth,  no  heavy  marks  or  noticeable  hairlines.  A very  appealing 
specimen  of  this  variety  or  an  excellent  high-grade  type  coin.  PCGS 
has  graded  only  nine  examples  higher,  and  the  Cardinal  Collection 
specimen  of  this  BB  number  was  graded  just  MS-62. 

From  the  Dale  Friend  Collection. 

PCGS  #006883 
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Bold  AU  1799/8  Dollar 


2x  photo 

1033  1799/8  BB-141,  B-3.  Rarity-3.  15  Stars  Reverse.  AU-58 
(PCGS)  . Attractive  frosty  medium  gray  with  splashes  of  deep  gold, 
rose,  and  pastel  blue  toning  mostly  found  at  the  peripheries  and 
the  base  of  the  reverse.  Pleasing  and  well  struck,  most  details  crisp 
though  the  eagle’s  breast  lacks  some  detail  below  the  collar  feath- 
ers, stars  especially  boldly  defined.  Some  vertical  natural  planchet 
striadons  are  most  prominent  in  the  left  obverse  field,  only  mod- 
est hairlines,  dull  scrape  on  lower  cheek,  abrasion  through  top  of 
shield.  Very  pretty  overall.  The  overdate  characteristic  shows  boldly, 
making  this  a popular  variety  even  among  non-specialists.  Only 
nine  examples  of  this  15  Stars  Reverse  variety  have  been  certified 
as  Mint  State  by  PCGS,  including  the  MS-62  from  Cardinal  that 
realized  $29,900. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006883 


1034  1799/8  BB-141,  B-3.  Rarity-3.  F-15  (SEGS).  Nice  dark  pewter 
gray  with  lighter  silver  gray  devices.  Glossy  and  attractive  for  the 
grade  with  good  natural  eye  appeal.  Some  worn  vestiges  of  adjust- 
ment marks  cross  Liberty’s  cheek  and  hair  horizontally,  two  small 
rim  bruises  in  lower  right  reverse  rim,  no  major  damage  from 
circulation.  A pleasing  dollar  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #006883 


1035  1799  BB-142,  B-l.  Rarity-4.  VF-20  (SEGS).  “Cleaned.”  Pale 
silver  gray  with  some  dusky  golden  toning  at  peripheries.  Some 
hairlines  are  noted,  somewhat  granular  at  centers,  no  major  damage 
or  other  detractions.  Good  detail  and  decent  overall  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #006884 

Nicely  Toned  1799/8  Dollar 


1036  1799/8  BB-143,  B-2.  Rarity-4.  13  Stars  Reverse.  AU-55 
(PCGS).  Light  violet  toning  is  framed  by  golden  peripheries  on 
the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  an  opalescent  shade  of  medium 
gray.  Good  lustre  remains  and  the  eye  appeal  is  excellent.  A minor 
planchet  fissure  is  hidden  within  Liberty’s  hair  at  central  obverse, 
another  smaller  hssure  at  base  of  1 in  date,  insignificant  short  scratch 
from  top  of  olive  branch  to  wing,  no  major  marks  or  even  many 
smaller  ones.  A very  pretty  toned  dollar,  showing  good  sharpness 
and  an  overdate  that  is  easily  identifiable  under  a glass.  This  would 
be  an  eye-catching  inclusion  in  a type  set. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006884 
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Elusive  AU  1799  BB-151 


2x  photo 

f 037  1799  BB-151,  B-13.  Rarity-5.  Irregular  Date.  13  Stars.  AU-50 


(PCGS).  Deep  olive  toning  surrounds  lighter  gray  centers  with 
scattered  highlights  of  gold  and  rose.  A handsome  piece  that  retains 
good  peripheral  lustre.  The  centers  of  both  sides  are  a bit  granular 
from  a soft  strike,  some  scattered  handling  marks  are  noted  but  only 
the  few  in  the  lower  right  obverse  field  require  mention. 

A rare  variety  in  high  grade,  BB-151  is  mostly  known  by 
specimens  in  less  than  EF  condition.  The  Cardinal  coin  was  “only” 
AU-58  (PCGS)  yet  brought  $23,000.  This  variety  may  be  unknown 
in  Mint  State,  as  the  best  found  in  the  Bowers  survey  of  “notable 
specimens”  was  the  Boyd-Ostheimer  AU  and  two  other  AUs  sold 
in  the  1980s.  This  could  be  an  important  addition  to  an  advanced 
specialized  cabinet. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006880 


Hlerican  Numismatic  Rarities 


High-Grade  1799  BB-152  SI 


2x  photo 

1038  1799  BB-152,  B-15.  Rarity-3.  Irregular  Date.  13  Stars.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  Dusky  and  mottled  gray  toning  decorates  frosty  light  silver 
gray  surfaces  with  hints  ofblue  and  gold  on  the  obverse,  while  the 
reverse  is  a more  even  shade  of  golden  light  silver  gray.  Good  lustre 
remains,  especially  at  obverse  periphery  and  across  the  reverse.  Well 
struck  at  peripheries,  some  of  the  typical  softness  at  centers  where 
some  granularity  and  a short  batch  of  diagonal  obverse  adjustment 
marks  persist.  Some  hairlines  are  chiefly  visible  on  the  reverse. 
Bowers  state  II  with  only  a light  crack  visible  in  the  first  four  stars. 
The  Cardinal  MS-64  (PCGS)  specimen  of  this  die  variety  appears 
to  be  finest  known;  it  brought  $71,300.  Few  others  from  these  dies 
could  surpass  this  one  for  grade. 

PCGS  Population  (Irregular  Date,  13  Stars):  3;  3 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006880 
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1039  1799  BB-152,  B-15.  Rarity-3.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Medium  antique 
silver  with  faint  rose  and  gold  highlights  in  the  fields.  Some  lustrous 
undertones  persist  and  add  to  very  nice  visual  appeal.  The  surfaces 
are  smooth  and  free  from  major  marks,  just  the  most  minor  abra- 
sions and  a hidden  nick  inside  O of  OF.  A few  toning  spots  are 
noted  in  Liberty’s  hair.  A highly  attractive  specimen  of  the  date 
with  much  finer  surface  quality  than  normally  seen. 

PCGS  #006878 


Scarce  AU  1799  BB-153  $1 


2 x photo 

1040  1799  BB-153,  B-4.  Rarity-4.  Irregular  Date.  15  Stars.  AU- 
53  (PCGS).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  remains  on  light  silver  gray 
surfaces,  with  some  deeper  gray-rose  toning  on  high  points  of  the 
design.  A very  pretty  dollar  with  lively  visual  appeal.  Some  softness 
is  noted  at  centers,  partially  affecting  the  shield.  No  heavy  marks  | 
are  visible,  just  some  scattered  hairlines  and  two  thin  scratches,  one  ■ 
diagonal  from  Liberty’s  chest  to  the  field  and  another  beneath  I of 
UNITED.  Bowers  state  II,  the  heavily  cracked  (but  typical)  die  state. 
When  cataloguing  the  AU-55  (PCGS)  Cardinal  coin,  we  noted  that 
this  variety  is  “barely  known  above  EF,”  a comment  supported  by 
the  small  certified  population.  Indeed,  only  the  Cardinal  piece  is  > 
graded  finer,  making  this  an  important  opportunity. 

PCGS  Population  (Irregular  Date,  15  Stars):  2;  1 finer  (AU-55). 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006879 
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•41  1799  BB-155,  B-19.  Rarity-5.  VF-20  (NGC).  D eep  pewter 
gray  fields  contrast  nicely  with  even  light  gray  devices.  Smooth 
and  attractive,  choice  for  the  grade  with  no  major  flaws,  the  little 
nick  under  UM  is  the  only  one  we  can  single  out.  Die  crack  at  stars 
2 and  3 extends  into  the  field,  some  softness  of  strike  on  bust  tip 
and  cloud  under  OF.  A handsome  circulated  Bust  dollar  that  is  just 
plain  nice  for  the  grade. 


PCGS  #006878 


1 

42 


1799  BB-155,  B-19.  Rarity-5.  F-15  (PCGS).  Attractive  light 
silver  gray  with  a nice  even  look  and  excellent  surface  quality  for 
the  grade.  Some  very  faint  diagonal  planchet  striations  are  seen  on 
the  left  side  of  the  obverse  but  do  not  impact  the  very  pleasing  eye 
appeal.  An  interesting  die  crack  is  present  joining  the  rim  to  star 
3 then  descending  through  stars  1 and  2.  A desirable  circulated 
specimen  of  this  elusive  variety. 

PCGS  #006878 


it 
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Choice  Lustrous  AU  1799  $1 


2x  photo 

1043  1799  BB-157,  B-5.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  cartwheel 
and  satiny  lustre  enlivens  pleasing  light  silver  gray  surfaces,  nearly 
brilliant  but  with  pale  blue-gray  and  golden  highlights  and  a trace 
of  deep  amber  atop  the  obverse.  The  detail  is  especially  crisp,  with 
the  curl  aside  of  Liberty’s  neck  showing  boldly  and  a well  rendered 
star  cluster  on  the  reverse.  With  all  this  detail,  the  present  piece 
would  make  an  excellent  high-grade  type  coin.  Some  scattered 
hairlines  are  present,  light  scratch  above  hair  bow,  no  heavy  nicks 
or  terribly  significant  flaws.  A frosty  and  attractive  coin  that  will 
be  prized  by  its  next  owner. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006878 
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1044  1799  BB-157,  B-5.  Rarity-2.  EF-45  (SEGS).  “Old  cleaning.” 
Attractive  medium  silver  gray  toning  with  traces  of  golden  high- 
lights. The  surfaces  show  some  minor  hairlines,  but  they  are  not 
overbright  and  the  surface  quality  is  at  least  as  good  and  perhaps 
better  than  many  early  dollars  we  see  in  encapsulations  from  the 
top  tier  grading  services.  A minor  hidden  rim  bruise  is  seen  over 
star  7 and  L of  LIBERTY  while  a thin  scratch  descends  into  the 
field  from  star  8.  An  attractive  piece  that  deserves  consideration. 

PCGS  #006878 

Very  Pleasing  1799  Dollar 


1045  1799  BB-158,  B-16.  Rarity-2.  AU-50  (SEGS).  Frosty  lustre  still 
surrounds  obverse  design  elements,  while  a bit  more  prominent 
cartwheel  is  prominent  on  the  reverse.  A very  attractive  and  natural 
medium  antique  silver  gray  toning  is  present  on  both  sides,  together 
with  some  golden  highlights  and  deeper  gray  toning  in  areas. 
Excellent  visual  appeal,  some  scattered  marks  but  not  individually 
noteworthy,  trace  of  granularity  seen  at  central  obverse.  A perfectly 
acceptable  and  original  specimen  with  a lot  going  for  it. 

PCGS  #006878 


Scarce  and  Distinctive  1799  BB-159 
8X5  Stars 


2x  photo 

1046  1799  BB-159,  B-23.  Rarity-4.  8X5  Stars.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

A particularly  high-grade  specimen  of  this  distinctive  variety,  the 
only  one  in  the  series  to  show  eight  stars  left  of  LIBERTY  on  the 
obverse.  Glossy  deep  silver  gray  with  strong  underlying  lustre  and 
toning  highlights  of  gold  and  peripheral  pale  blue.  Quite  attractive 
and  very  sharp,  a bit  soft  at  centers  with  some  obverse  granularity  in 
that  area  and  soft  detail  on  the  eagle’s  breast  feathers.  The  stars — the 
real  calling  card  of  this  variety — are  very  bold.  A batch  of  hairlines 
is  noted  in  the  right  obverse  field,  but  few  contact  points  of  any 
kind  are  seen  even  with  scrutiny.  Bowers  state  II,  the  usual  die  state 
with  a thin  die  flaw  from  rim  between  BE  of  LIBERTY. 

The  Cardinal  specimen,  the  MS-64  (PCGS)  from  the  Bareford 
Collection  that  is  generally  acclaimed  as  finest  known,  realized 
$143,750.  Neither  of  the  Reiver  coins  was  close  to  this  quality, 
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as  both  were  described  as  “improperly  cleaned.”  This  piece  ranks 
high  among  specimens  we  have  seen  and  is  only  surpassed  by  three 
examples  in  the  experience  of  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population  (8X5  stars):  4;  3 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006881 


Scarce  8X5  Stars  1799  $1 


1047  1799  BB-159,  B-23.  Rarity-4.  8X5  Stars.  EF-40  (NGC). 

Abundant  lustre  surrounds  all  design  elements  and  enlivens  pleasing 
light  gray  surfaces.  A superb  looking  coin  for  this  grade  level,  frosty 
and  very  attractive.  Only  minor  marks  are  noted,  inconsequential 
hairlines,  fairly  well  struck.  An  exemplary  specimen  of  this  popular 
major  variety. 


PCGS  #006881 


Choice  1799  Dollar 


1048 


1799  BB-160,  B-12.  Rarity-3.  AU-55  (NGC).  Very  attractive 
and  original  looking  steel  gray  surfaces,  with  faint  rose  and  blue 
overtones  on  the  reverse.  Some  lustre  remains  on  both  sides,  and 
adds  considerably  to  the  visual  appeal.  Well  struck,  with  only  the 
typical  softness  at  the  eagle’s  breast  feathers.  That  said,  just  the  tip 
of  the  shield  connects  to  the  feathers,  with  the  remainder  of  the  top 
border  and  all  horizontal  lines  clearly  defined.  An  old  mark  on  the 
cheek  is  the  only  defect  worthy  of  specific  mention.  An  attractive 
example  of  the  type. 

PCGS  #006878 
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1049  1799  BB-160,  B-12.  Rarity-3.  VF-35  (SEGS).  Very  attractive 
light  silver  gray  with  golden  toning  richest  at  peripheries  and  hints 
of  bright  blue  just  inside  the  right  obverse  rim.  A most  pleasing 
dollar  at  this  grade  level,  though  we  note  some  light  scratches  in 
front  of  Liberty’s  chin.  Other  problems  are  few  and  far  between 
and  this  piece  has  a very  nice  presentable  look. 

PCGS  #006878 

Glossy  AU  1799  BB-161 


1050  1799  BB-161,  B-ll.  Rarity-3.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  toned 
medium  gray  with  the  obverse  dominated  by  rose  with  traces  of 
gold  and  blue  while  the  reverse  is  mostly  gold  with  ohve  and  blue 
highlights.  Attractive  and  well  struck,  glossy  in  appearance,  nearly 
fully  detailed,  no  heavy  marks  though  we  notice  a group  of  thin 
old  scratches  across  Liberty’s  throat  into  the  field  and  another  from 
below  Liberty’s  ear  along  jawline.  Bowers  state  III,  the  usual  die 
state  with  significant  clash  marks  and  some  reverse  die  cracks.  Both 
of  the  Reiver  coins  were  “improperly  cleaned”  and  the  Cardinal 
sale  lacked  this  variety  (though  this  piece  was  once  a part  of  that 
collection  in  any  earlier  form). 

From  the  Thaler  Collection.  Previously  from  the  Cardinal  Collection. 

PCGS  #006878 
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AU  1799  Silver  Dollar 


1051  1799  BB-163,  B-10.  Rarity-2.  AU-50  (NGC).  Deep  gray  sur- 
faces with  faint  olive-brown  overtones  and  traces  of  lustre  in  the 
protected  areas.  Nicely  struck.  A couple  of  small  digs  are  hidden 
in  the  clouds  below  the  ES  of  STATES. 

PCGS  #006878 


1052  1799  BB-163,  B-10.  Rarity-2.  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  ofEF-45, 
with  very  old  obverse  digs  noted  at  Liberty’s  neck.  Still,  the  piece  is 
refreshingly  original  in  appearance  with  medium  silver  gray  surfaces 
and  mottled  deeper  gray  toning  on  both  sides.  Slightly  imperfect 
but  quite  appealing  nonetheless. 

PCGS  #006878 


1053  1799  BB-163,  B-10.  Rarity-2.  VF-35  (SEGS).  Pleasing  even 
light  gray  toning  with  olive-gray  highlights  on  the  devices.  A 
beautiful  example  for  the  grade  level,  showing  only  modest  hairlines 
and  a couple  tiny  marks.  A small  patch  of  granularity  is  seen  at  the 
juncture  of  Liberty’s  neck  and  chest  and  the  tiny  dig  to  the  left  low 
on  Liberty’s  neck  is  the  only  identifier.  Even  in  appearance  and  well 
detailed,  a charming  specimen. 

PCGS  #006878 


Toned  High-Grade  1799  Dollar 


2x  photo 

1054  1799  BB-166,  B-9.  Rarity-1.  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  overall  sheen 
of  golden  toning  covers  deep  gray  surfaces,  with  a combination 
of  rose  and  gold  mingling  on  the  reverse.  Good  lustre  remains, 
especially  rich  on  the  reverse.  Very  nicely  struck  on  the  obverse, 
with  Liberty’s  neck  curl  (often  weak  or  granular)  showing  clearly 
and  each  star  showing  full  detail.  The  reverse  is  also  sharp,  just  a 
bit  of  light  wear  visible  on  the  eagle’s  breast.  No  major  marks  or 
other  flaws,  just  some  very  well  hidden  hairlines.  As  this  die  variety 
brings  no  special  premium,  a high-grade  dollar  like  this  would  make 
a great  choice  for  a hand-selected  date  or  type  collection. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006878 
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; 055  1799  BB-169,  B-21.  Rarity-3.  VF-35  (SEGS).  “Cleaned/re- 
paired left  obverse  field.”  Even  light  silver  gray  with  a faint  overall 
tone  of  gold.  Some  hairlines  are  seen  but  the  visual  appeal  remains 
pretty  good  for  a VF  coin.  Some  nicks  or  marks  below  Liberty’s 
bow  in  the  left  obverse  field  have  been  carefully  smoothed,  but  this 
is  still  a desirable  example  overall. 

PCGS  #006878 


Superb  1800  BB-181  Rarity 

Perhaps  Condition  Census 


056  1800  BB-181,  B-l.  Rarity-5.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Beautiful  deep 
violet-gray  surfaces  show  rich  and  abundant  golden  amber  toning, 
richest  at  the  reverse  peripheries.  Thorough  lustre  remains,  a lot 
for  an  EF  coin,  with  nearly  intact  cartwheel  visible  on  the  reverse 
and  lively  lustre  also  seen  on  the  obverse.  The  overall  visual  appeal 
is  excellent,  and  examination  reveals  just  some  minor  hairlines  and 
an  old  nick  on  Liberty’s  cheekbone.  The  detail  is  superb  for  the 
variety  and  though  Bowers  notes  that  “all  seen  are  lightly  struck 
at  the  centers,”  this  piece  remains  fairly  bold.  Softness  is  noted  on 
the  eagle’s  head  and  the  neck  curl,  but  not  to  an  alarming  degree. 
The  usual  die  state,  with  a recognizable  bulge  right  of  star  1 and 
die  flaws  from  chin  to  rim  aside  star  11.  The  reverse  shows  some 
very  light  “die  bounce”  or  double  striking. 

This  variety  was  missing  from  Cardinal,  and  the  Reiver  speci- 
men was  described  as  “cleaned  with  an  abrasive”  and  with  a sig- 
nificant obverse  scratch.  The  Bowers  Encyclopedia  entry  regarding 
this  variety  notes  that  “most  examples  are  in  lower  grades,  with 
VG  and  Fine  being  quite  acceptable  for  the  variety.  VF  coins  are 
very  rare,  and  any  piece  over  VF,  such  as  the  Spies  EF,  would  be 
a sure-fire  Condition  Census  item.”  Based  on  the  Bowers  listing 
of  “notable  specimens,”  which  includes  one  Unc.,  an  EF  which  is 
actually  the  cleaned  Reiver  coin  in  second  position,  and  then  the 
unplated  Spies  coin  called  “EF  with  considerable  frosty  lustre,”  we 
would  not  be  surprised  if  this  was  actually  the  aforementioned  coin 
from  the  1974  Spies  sale.  Of  course,  it  could  be  another  equally 
lovely  and  lustrous  specimen  too,  but  the  point  remains  that  it  is 
among  the  very  finest  survivors  of  the  die  variety. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 


PCGS  #006887 


1057  1800  BB-181,  B-l.  Rarity-5.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Attractive  deep 
gray  and  olive  with  lovely  visual  appeal.  A handsome  specimen  with 
a trace  of  lustre  in  protected  areas  of  the  design  and  a goodly  bit  of 
old  buildup  that  bespeaks  originality.  Three  short  old  scratches  at 
the  left  side  of  the  obverse  are  the  only  flaws  to  note,  two  of  them 
mostly  hidden  in  Liberty’s  hair  and  another  seen  near  stars  2 and 
3.  Despite  these,  this  piece  is  a very  desirable  and  pleasing  example 
of  a highly  challenging  die  marriage. 

PCGS  #006887 


Rare  1800  BB-182  $1 


1058  1800  BB-182,  B-2.  Rarity-6.  VF-30  (NGC).  A very  attractive 
circulated  example  of  this  rare  die  variety,  one  of  the  most  chal- 
lenging of  this  date.  Glossy  deep  gray  with  lighter  gray  devices 
and  delicate  toning  highlights  of  rose,  olive,  and  pale  blue  most 
prominent  in  the  obverse  fields.  A scattering  of  very  tiny  contact 
marks  and  light  hairlines  are  seen,  none  noteworthy  or  of  negative 
impact  to  excellent  visual  appeal.  As  always,  the  centers  are  a bit  soft 
and  the  right  wing  of  the  eagle  is  not  struck-up,  the  latter  aspect 
common  to  most  examples  including  the  BB  plate  coin.  Bowers 
state  II,  the  only  die  state  seen  by  the  author. 

Bowers  refers  to  this  die  marriage  as  “one  of  the  great  rarities 
of  the  year,”  estimating  that  between  30  and  50  exist  but  noting 
“all  known  specimens  show  evidence  of  circulation  ..  not  a single 
piece  makes  the  AU  level.”  The  Reiver  coin,  a dipped  EF-40 
(NGC)  with  an  enviable  DeCoppet-Ostehimer  provenance,  sold 
for  $5,750.  This  appealing  VF  would  be  a great  way  to  include  this 
die  variety  in  an  advanced  collection. 

PCGS  #006887 
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1059  1800  BB-184,  B-12.  Rarity-3.  EF -40  (PCGS).  Appealing  light 
silver  gray  with  a hint  of  peripheral  lustre  remaining.  Even  in  color 
but  for  a tiny  splash  of  toning  near  9:00  on  the  reverse.  As  free  of 
marks  as  one  could  hope  for  in  the  EF  range,  though  some  light 
hairlines  are  noted.  A fine  looking  specimen  of  this  date. 

PCGS  #006887 


1061  1800  BB-186,  B-4.  Rarity-4.  VG-10  (PCGS).  Deep  gray  with 
attractive  rose  toning.  A bit  granular  at  centers  but  still  quite  at- 
tractive for  a VG  coin,  marks  commensurate  with  the  level  of  wear, 
some  softness  of  strike  at  bust  tip  and  under  OF  on  reverse.  A highly 
collectible  example. 

PCGS  #006887 


Significant  1800  BB-185  Rarity 

The  BB  Plate  Coin 


1060  1800  BB-185,  B-20.  Rarity-7.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A well  above- 
average  example  of  the  rarest  variety  of  this  date,  the  coin  chosen 
to  be  plated  in  the  Bowers  Encyclopedia.  Medium  silver  gray  with 
dusky  golden  toning  and  some  pale  blue  highlights  on  the  ob- 
verse. Appeahng  for  the  grade,  a few  little  marks  like  a nick  above 
Liberty’s  hair  bow  and  a thin  scratch  in  front  of  her  chin,  some 
minor  hairlines.  The  centers  are  somewhat  softly  struck  but  other 
details  easily  match  the  assigned  grade. 

Specialists  generally  agree  that  this  is  the  most  elusive  variety  of 
the  date,  and  specimens  much  better  than  this  almost  never  appear. 
Reiver’s  was  of  similar  quality  (EF-45  NGC)  and  brought  $8,050. 
The  Bowers  list  of  seven  appearances  of  “notable  specimens”  is 
populated  by  pieces  ranging  in  grade  from  EF-40  down  to  VG-8! 
Examples  in  grades  as  high  as  this  are  one  of  the  great  challenges 
in  the  Eleraldic  Eagles,  and  this  opportunity  will  allow  one  more 
collector  to  add  this  prized  die  pair  to  his  or  her  cabinet. 

PCGS  #006887 


Highly  Desirable  1800  Dollar 


1062  1800  BB-187,  B-16.  Rarity-2.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Good  peripheral 

lustre  surrounds  deep  silver  gray  surfaces,  enlivened  by  overtones  of 
gold  and  rose.  Excellent  peripheral  detail,  a bit  soft  at  centers  includ- 
ing eagle’s  breast  and  right  wing.  A tiny  patch  of  granularity  is  noted 
low  on  Liberty’s  neck,  a few  vertical  contact  marks  at  central  obverse, 
thin  nick  under  B of  LIBERTY.  Very  pleasing  overall  visual  appeal 
with  a glossy  look  and  fewer  marks  or  hairlines  than  often  seen  at 
this  grade  level.  Advanced  die  state,  roughly  Bowers  state  IV  or  a bit 
later,  with  a long  die  crack  crossing  Liberty’s  chest,  spalling  at  top  of 
ES  in  STATES  and  notable  clash  marks.  Highly  desirable. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006887 


1063  1800BB-189,  B-5.  Rarity-5.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Medium  steel  gray 
with  slightly  lighter  high  points  and  deeper  toning  toward  the  rims. 
Good  natural  aesthetic  appeal.  A few  very  light  old  scratches  and 
marks  are  noted,  but  none  are  worth  specific  discussion.  Bowers 
Die  State  I,  without  the  fine  cracks  that  develop  in  later  stages.  A 
scarcer  variety  with  the  Bowers  list  of  “notable  specimens"  topped 
by  an  EF-45  example. 

PCGS  #006887 
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Frosty  AU-58  1800  $1 


2x  photo 


064  1800  BB-190,  B-10.  Rarity-3.  Wide  Date.  Low  8.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  tkich  cartwheel  lustre  encircles  brilliant  silver  gray  sur- 
faces. Frosty  and  appealing,  a lovely  dollar.  Some  natural  planchet 
striations  are  noted  at  the  right  side  of  the  reverse  star  cluster,  single 
related  fissure  under  Liberty’s  chin,  scattered  hairlines,  no  heavy 
marks.  Well  struck  with  the  neck  curl  nearly  fully  defined  and  most 
feathers  on  the  eagle’s  breast  plain. 

The  Cardinal  specimen,  graded  MS-64  (PCGS),  is  the  lone 
finer  example  seen  by  that  service.  Once  a part  of  the  Amon  Carter 
Collection,  it  brought  an  impressive  $115,000  in  our  June  2005 
sale.  That  coin  is  the  only  obviously  finer  specimen  of  this  variety 
we  have  seen.  This  high-grade  specimen  recommends  itself  easily 
for  inclusion  in  an  advanced  cabinet  of  any  kind. 

PCGS  Population  (Wide  Date,  Low  8):  3;  1 finer  (MS-64). 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006888 
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1065  1800  BB-190,  B-10.  Rarity-3.  VF-35  (ANACS).  Brilliant  light 
silver  gray  with  abundant  remaining  lustre,  more  than  usually  as- 
sociated with  this  grade  level.  Free  of  serious  marks,  though  some 
hairlines  are  noted  on  both  sides  and  a tiny  spot  at  the  top  center 
of  the  shield.  A very  pleasing  dollar  from  this  popular  year,  a nice 
choice  for  a type  set. 

PCGS  #006887 
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SESSION  Two  • 9 heS^cro  iVork  Connoisseur  s Collection 


Rare  1800  BB-191  AMERICAI  $1 

Possible  Condition  Census 


2x  photo 

1066  1800  BB-191,  B-ll.  Rarity-5.  Wide  Date.  Low  8.  AMER- 
ICAI. AU-53  (PCGS) . An  important  and  well-pedigreed  example 
of  the  rarer  of  the  two  AMERICAI  varieties  of  1800.  Attractive 
medium  silver  gray  and  light  silver  gray  with  traces  of  blue  and 
coppery  toning.  Excellent  lustre  remains  for  the  grade,  called 
“considerable  mint  brilliance”  by  Walter  Breen  when  he  catalogued 
this  com  in  1968.  A few  hairlines  are  noted,  minor  horizontal 
scratch  in  front  of  Liberty’s  throat,  tiny  natural  planchet  flaw  over 
I of  LIBERTY  is  all  but  hidden  in  the  present  holder.  The  strike 
is  a bit  soft  at  centers,  most  notably  at  the  upper  right  of  the  shield. 
The  AMERICAI  die  flaw  at  base  of  reverse  is  easily  seen. 

Described  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  in  1952  as  “A  well-centered, 
sharply  struck,  and  lustrous  coin,”  this  piece  is  number  three  on 
Bowers’  list  of  “notable  specimens.”  Only  one  Mint  State  example 

*1 
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seems  to  exist,  once  in  the  Amon  Carter  Collection.  The  CardinJ 
coin,  graded  AU-58  (PCGS),  brought  $17,250.  The  eye  appeal  ca 
this  piece  is  very  similar  and  the  lustre  seems  even  more  bold.  Thed 
are  few  better  ways  to  represent  this  rare  and  distinctive  variety  ij 
an  advanced  cabinet. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  within  the  variety  (AU-58). 

From  the  Thaler  Collection.  Previously  from  the  Ralph  J.  Lathrot 
Collection,  sold  in  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company’s  1952  ANA  Sail 
August  1952,  Lot  1270;  AJ.  Ostheimer  Collection,  sold  in  Lester  Merkin 
sale  of  September  1968,  Lot  303. 

PCGS  #086888 


Popular  1800  BB-193  $1 


1067  1800 BB-193,  B-13.  Rarity-4.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Golden  tonini 
dominates  pleasing  light  gray  surfaces  with  hints  of  pale  blue.  Goo  i 
lustre  remains,  excellent  sharpness  throughout.  Some  light  hairline, 
are  seen  on  both  sides,  a batch  of  fine  pinscratches  is  noted  along  thi 
base  of  the  obverse  inside  of  the  rim  and  below  the  truncation  « 
the  bust,  and  a hidden  rim  bruise  is  seen  near  7:00  on  the  obversw 
Another  batch  of  tiny  pinscratches  can  be  seen  between  Liberty- 
forehead  and  star  8.  The  overall  eye  appeal  is  positive  and  attractive 
Bowers  state  III,  the  so-called  “shooting  stars”  state  with  hea\» 
clashes  on  the  reverse  taking  the  shape  of  star  tails.  The  Cardin 
specimen  of  this  variety  was  graded  AU-58  (NGC)  and  brougl 
$14,950.  This  piece  offers  collectors  a similar  opportunity. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006887 
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Bold  AU  1800  Dotted  Date  $1 


2 x photo 


I 8 1800  BB-194,  B-14.  Rarity-3.  Dotted  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

Rich  peripheral  cartwheel  lustre  and  strong  frost  grace  lightly  toned 
brilliant  silver  gray  surfaces.  An  overall  sheen  of  pale  gold  is  present 
on  both  sides,  with  some  darker  peripheral  toning  most  prominent 
on  the  left  side  of  the  reverse.  A very  nicely  detailed  specimen, 
boldly  showing  the  characteristic  die  flaws  that  earned  this  variety 
its  moniker.  Scattered  hairlines  are  noted,  some  typical  central 
granularity,  thin  scratch  under  hair  bow,  outline  of  a spot  remains 
under  star  8.  Good  overall  eye  appeal  and  especially  high  grade  for 
this  distinctive  variety.  The  finest  known,  an  MS-64  (PCGS)  in 
the  Cardinal  sale,  brought  $71,300. 

PCGS  Population  (Dotted  Date):  5;  2 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006889 
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Scarce  AU  1800  10  Arrows  $1 


2x  photo 

1069  1800  BB-195,  B-15.  Rarity-4. 10  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  An 

unusually  elusive  variety  in  high  grade.  Even  and  attractive  medium 
gray  surfaces  retain  significant  peripheral  lustre.  Sharply  struck  and 
well  detailed,  a little  granular  in  Liberty’s  hair  and  clouds  under  OF, 
faint  vertical  planchet  fissure  on  left  side  of  8,  no  heavy  nicks  and 
only  inconsequential  hairlines.  Only  two  specimens  of  this  variety 
have  been  certified  finer  than  EF  by  PCGS,  this  coin  and  the  Car- 
dinal AU-55  that  realized  $19,550.  No  Mint  State  specimens  are 
certified  or  noted  in  the  literature,  and  NGC  has  certified  only  one 
AU  (a  50  coin)  with  none  higher.  This  reverse  with  10  arrows  was 
only  used  in  the  BB-195  marriage,  thus  those  who  collect  major 
varieties  need  this  BB  number  and  have  few  options  unless  they 
seek  to  include  a coin  of  EF  quality  or  lower. 

PCGS  Population  (10  Arrows):  1 ; 1 finer  (AU-55). 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006891 
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First  Rate  AU  1800  $1 


1070  1800  BB-196,  B-17.  Rarity-1.  12  Arrows.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

Highly  attractive  overall  golden  toning  graces  both  sides,  with  some 
deep  blue  noted  at  central  reverse.  Abundant  lustre  remains,  with 
nearly  full  surviving  cartwheel  on  the  reverse.  Scattered  hairlines 
and  tiny  marks  but  nothing  serious,  and  the  visual  appeal  is  excel- 
lent for  the  grade.  Nicely  struck,  even  at  centers.  Advanced  die 
state,  Bowers  state  IV,  with  two  die  cracks  below  star  1 and  another 
curving  from  star  6 to  hair  bow.  A really  pretty'  dollar,  choice  for 
the  grade  and  ideal  for  inclusion  in  a first  rate  type  set. 

PCGS  Population  (12  Arrows):  3;  3 finer  (MS-61  finest). 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006890 


1071  1800  BB-196,  B-17.  Rarity-1.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Deep  golden 
gray  centers  with  a broad  expanse  of  blue  and  gray  toning  toward 
the  rims.  Recognizable  variety  with  diagonal  slash  downward  from 
left  side  of  upright  of  1 in  date.  A few  faint  marks  are  seen,  none 
of  them  interfering  with  the  integrity  of  the  grade.  A nice  coin 
overall. 

PCGS  #006887 


Charming  High-Grade  1801  $1 


2x  photo 

1072  1801  BB-212,  B-2.  Rarity-3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray 
with  attractive  golden  toning  and  some  deeper  toning  at  reversed 
periphery.  Lively  and  bold  with  good  lustre  and  sharpness.  Somed 
granularity  in  Liberty’s  hair  and  upper  obverse  seems  to  occur  I 
more  on  this  date  than  others  a few  years  earlier.  A short  scratch  is 
noted  between  stars  6 and  7,  no  other  serious  defects.  A beautiful* 
example  of  this  popular  date,  one  that  would  please  the  vast  majorin' 
of  collectors. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection.  Previously  from  the  Cardinal  Collection. . 

PCGS  #006893 
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73  1801  BB-213,  B-3.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray 
with  faint  overtones  of  pale  blue.  Considerable  lustre  remains  for 
the  grade.  Some  striking  softness  is  noted  on  the  highest  points, 
namely  the  central  hair  features  on  the  obverse,  and  the  head  and 
upper  wing  details  on  the  reverse.  The  eagle’s  breast  feathers  are 
sharp,  and  the  top  border  of  the  shield  is  clearly  defined. 

PCGS  #006893 


Frosty  AU  1802/1  BB-232  $1 


2x  photo 


74  1802/1  BB-232,  B-4.  Rarity-4.  Narrow  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

Superb  frosty  lustre  on  pleasing  light  golden  gray  surfaces  with  cop- 
pery toning  on  obverse  devices.  Sharp  and  very'  attractive,  lovely 
eye  appeal  despite  the  presence  of  some  hairlines  under  a glass. 
Bowers  state  II,  the  usual  state  with  short  crack  from  bust  to  star 
13.  The  Cardinal  coin  was  also  an  AU,  graded  AU-58  by  PCGS, 
and  realized  S29,900.  For  some  reason,  this  variety  is  extremely 
rare  in  Mint  State  and  only  the  Amon  Carter  coin  appears  to  have 
broken  that  invisible  barrier  at  PCGS.  The  few  other  Uncs  listed 
in  Bowers  list  of  “notable  specimens”  were  all  long  before  the 


certified  era,  and  today  an  AU  like  this  one  is  properly  seen  as  a 
real  prize  by  specialists. 

PCGS  Population  (1802/1  Narrow  Date):  9;  8 finer  (MS-62  finest). 
The  vast  majority  of  the  “finer”  submissions  appear  to  be  resubmissions  at 
the  AU-58  level  in  hopes  of  doubling  the  number  of  certified  Uncs  to  two. 
At  various  points  the  Amon  Carter  coin  was  certified  as  AU-58  (PCGS)  in 
1990,  MS-61  (PCGS)  around  1993,  and  now  since  no  MS-61  appears  on 
the  Population  Report  it  may  well  be  the  lone  MS-62. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006898 
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Choice  1802/1  Overdate  $1 


1075  1802/1  BB-232,  B-4.  Rarity-4.  AU-50  (NGC).  Attractive 
antique  medium  gray  on  the  obverse,  a bit  deeper  shade  of  gray 
on  the  reverse,  with  significant  lustre  remaining.  A very  attractive 
piece,  free  of  major  post-striking  flaws.  A batch  of  horizontal  ad- 
justment marks  are  seen  at  central  obverse,  but  the  strike  remains 
bold  and  well  detailed.  The  overdate  characteristic  is  plain  to  see. 
A handsome  high-grade  example  of  this  popular  variety,  rich  with 
lustre  and  nice  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #006898 


1077  1802/1  BB-234,  B-3.  Rarity-3.  Wide  Date.  AU-50  (PCGl! 


Deep  olive-gray  with  golden  toning  at  the  peripheries.  Some  lus 
remains  though  it  is  not  especially  prominent,  good  sharpness 
the  grade  and  no  heavy  marks,  light  hairlines  hidden  under  the  tc 
ing.  Typical  die  state,  Bowers  state  III.  The  overdate  characterr  I 
is  prominent  and  this  variety  never  ceases  to  be  popular  amc 
collectors. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006899 


Desirable  1802/1  Dollar 


1076  1802/1  BB-233,  B-2.  Rarity-4.  Wide  Date.  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Attractive  silver  gray  mottled  with  some  deeper  gray  toning  on  both 
sides  give  this  piece  a pleasingly  original  appearance.  Some  faint 
lustre  remains  in  the  protected  recesses.  Some  very  faint  hairlines 
are  noted,  but  the  marks  are  few  and  the  eye  appeal  is  quite  nice. 
The  rims  are  perfect.  The  overdate  characteristic  shows  plainly  to 
the  naked  eye.  A very  nice  example  of  this  major  variety,  or  a fine 
piece  for  a type  set. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena ’s  sale  of  the  George  N.  Polis  Collection, 
June  1991,  Lot  2230. 

PCGS  #006899 


Rare  1802/1  BB-235  $1 


1078  1802/1  BB-235,  B-9.  Rarity-6.  Wide  Date.  EF-40  (PCGIl 

A highly  elusive  variety,  rated  as  Rarity-6  by  Perkins  and  eachi 
theJRCS  early  dollar  surveys.  Dusky  medium  gray  with  highlig: 
of  light  silver  gray  and  golden  overtones.  An  attractive  specimi- 
somewhat  soft  at  centers  as  often  seen  and  showing  a lack  ol  den 
at  the  eagle’s  head  and  neck.  Other  design  elements  remain  be 
Scattered  minor  marks  are  seen  but  none  are  serious.  Bowers  sttl 
III,  the  latest  listed  die  state,  with  a batch  of  cracks  at  the  trunw 
tion  of  Liberty’s  bust  and  a faint  diagonal  crack  through  the  d.n 
The  Bowers  listing  of  “notable  specimens’’  includes  pieces  whe 
grades  range  from  EF  (the  Ostheimer  coin)  through  net  Fine.  T 
example  would  make  a suitable  addition  to  any  advanced  cabin 
of  this  design  type. 

PCGS  #006899 
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Magnificent  Mint  State  1802  Dollar 
MS-65  (NGC) 

lj'9  1802  BB-241,  B-6.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (NGC).  A splendid 
1 example  of  this  date  or  type,  one  of  the  condition  stars  of  the 
lengthy  offering  of  early  dollars  in  this  sale.  Beautiful  and  complete 
cartwheel  lustre  encircles  medium  silver  gray  surfaces  delicately 
toned  with  principally  gold  and  traces  of  olive  and  rose.  The  detail 
is  magnificent,  fully  struck  from  center  to  rim  on  both  sides  and 
showing  nearly  every  breast  feather,  every  obverse  star  center,  and 
| nearly  every  star  center  on  the  reverse  as  well.  The  obverse  fields  are 
pristine  and  show  no  marks  of  importance,  just  a minuscule  planchet 
fissure  under  star  1 and  a tiny  circular  planchet  chip  between  LI  of 
LIBERTY  that  we  note  for  identification.  A short,  thin  vertical 
scratch  behind  Liberty’s  eye  is  only  notable  under  lOx  magnification 
and  does  not  affect  what  is  truly  world-class  visual  appeal.  Only  a 
couple  of  little  marks  are  seen  on  the  reverse. 

The  vibrantly  toned  Starr-Flannagan  BB-241,  graded  MS-65 
(PCGS)  brought  an  amazing  $247,250  in  our  Cardinal  sale  ofjune 
2005,  though  this  piece  is  actually  a bit  better  struck  and  does  not 
show  the  planchet  depression  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  shield.  A 
number  of  Mint  State  examples  of  this  variety  exist,  making  it 
an  ideal  choice  for  a date  or  type  collector  who  wants  one  crisp, 
attractive  dollar  in  a gem  state  of  preservation.  This  piece  would 
easily  answer  such  a want  list,  indeed,  its  quality  is  the  sort  that 
world-class  cabinets  are  made  of.  An  exceptionally  beautiful  dollar 
I in  all  regards. 

NGC  Census:  5;  none  finer. 

Previously  in  the Jack  Lee  Collection. 

PCGS  #006895 
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SESSION  Two  • ~T)he  yiork  ISonnomem’s  Collection 


Choice  AU  1802  Dollar 


1080  1802  BB-241,  B-6.  Rarity-1.  Narrow  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

Bright  cartwheel  lustre  dominates  both  sides  and  enlivens  the  fields, 
which  show  even,  pale  golden  toning  with  hints  of  pale  blue  at  the 
peripheries.  A bold  and  attractive  dollar,  very  nicely  struck  with 
good  detail  at  centers  and  rims,  even  Liberty’s  neck  curl  and  the 
eagle’s  breast  feathers  which  so  often  appear  weak.  Some  hairlines 
are  seen,  single  thin  hairline  scratches  horizontally  across  Liberty’s 
chest  and  another  above  Liberty’s  eye,  a couple  natural  planchet 
streaks  below  the  shield,  no  heavy  marks  or  major  flaws  of  any  kind. 
A very  attractive  specimen  for  this  grade  level,  boasting  better  eye 
appeal  and  sharpness  than  many  Mint  State  examples  of  this  type. 
Ideal  for  a well-formed  set. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006895 
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Elusive  1802  Wide  Date  $1 


2x  photo 

1081  1802  BB-242,  B-5.  Rarity-5.  Wide  Date.  AU-50  (PCGS)J 

Deep  golden  gray  on  the  obverse,  lighter  silver  gray  with  golde 
highlights  and  some  lustre  on  the  reverse.  A glass  reveals  some  cent 
tral  obverse  granularity  and  a very  thin  hairline  scratch  diagonal!! 
down  the  central  obverse  device.  Scattered  light  marks  and  hairlindl 
generally  do  not  impact  the  appeal,  and  the  strike  is  quite  bold. 

PCGS  Population  (Wide  Date):  5;  6 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

A highly  elusive  variety,  called  “the  rarest  (by  far)  non-overdated  180-3 
and  the  second  rarest  (after  1802/1  BB-235)  variety  of  the  year”  by  Bowerj 
The  only  Mint  State  citation  noted  in  his  list  of  “notable  specimens”  is  ai 
unplated  coin  from  a 1970  Kagin’s  sale,  probably  not  a coin  which  woull 
be  teimed  Unc.  by  modern  standards,  indeed,  the  highest  grade  noteij 
by  Bowers  since  the  era  of  encapsulation  dawned  (1986)  was  a retoneS 
AU-50  in  a 1988  Superior  sale.  The  Reiver  coin  was  an  “improper! 
cleaned”  EF.  The  Cardinal  piece  was  graded  AU-58  (PCGS)  and  sold  t'J 
$25,300;  according  to  our  consignor  of  that  coin,  it  was  the  finest  know 
of  this  scarce  variety.  This  piece  is  certainly  well  above  average  and  deservJ 
careful  consideration. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006896 
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Important  Mint  State  1803  Small  3 $1 
Perhaps  The  Finest  Known  BB-252 
The  Anion  Carter  Coin 

82  1803  BB-252,  B-5.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (NGC).  A superlative  and 
beautiful  specimen,  unabashedly  called  “the  finest  known  of  this 
variety”  in  the  1984  Amon  Carter  sale.  Thorough  and  dramatic 
cartwheel  lustre  spins  intensely  around  both  obverse  and  reverse, 
while  the  surfaces  are  elegantly  toned  in  a pleasing  melange  of  gold 
with  green  and  pale  blue  highlights  over  light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  mint  bloom  in  the  fields  is  intense. 
The  strike  is  very  good  for  the  date,  which  rarely  comes  struck 
as  full  as  some  other  dates  in  this  series.  The  obverse  is  especially 
sharp,  with  each  star  showing  a center  peak  and  complete  radials. 
Only  tiny  scattered  marks  are  seen,  none  large  enough  to  be  useful 
as  an  identifier  and  certainly  none  is  distracting.  The  visual  appeal 
is  impeccable. 

Though  not  singled  out  for  a mention  in  the  Bowers  Encyclope- 
dia, undoubtedly  an  accidental  omission  since  other  Amon  Carter 
coins  are  cited  and  the  piece  is  described  as  “the  finest  known  of 
the  variety”  in  a bold  headline  in  that  sale,  this  piece  appears  as  fine 
or  finer  than  any  of  those  pieces  mentioned.  The  list  is  led  by  two 
NGC  MS-63s  that  appear  to  be  the  same  coin,  then  a few  raw  MS- 
60  pieces,  two  AUs  sold  in  1955  and  1970,  and  the  EF  Bolender 
coin.  The  Cardinal  Collection  lacked  this  variety,  but  another  1803 
Small  3 (BB-254)  graded  MS-63  (PCGS)  brought  $64,400.  This 
piece,  just  as  beautiful  as  when  it  was  included  in  the  magnificent 
Bust  dollar  collection  of  Amon  Carter,  has  been  off  the  market  for 
over  two  decades  and  returns  in  a day  when  Bust  dollar  collecting 
has  undergone  a renaissance  of  interest  and  appreciation.  If  anyone 
was  to  list  the  all-time  greatest  early  dollar  collections  ever  formed, 
the  Carter  collection  would  have  to  be  included.  Today,  anyone 
intent  on  building  a cabinet  of  similar  quality  should  view  and 
seriously  consider  this  impressively  beautiful  dollar. 

NGC  Census  (all  varieties):  5;  2 finer  (MS-64). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Amon  Carter  Collection,  January  1984,  Lot  236.  The  original 
lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 

PCGS  #006900 


Plwto  enlarged 
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Beautifully  Toned  1803  $1 


2x  photo 

1083  1803  BB-254,  B-4.  Rarity-3.  Small  3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Highly 
attractive  rose,  violet,  and  blue  tones  merge  on  very  lustrous  sur- 
faces. Good  peripheral  cartwheel  still  spins  around  the  stars.  A 
beautiful  example,  nicely  struck  and  free  of  major  flaws,  just  a 
short  scratch  under  star  8.  This  sort  of  gorgeous  lively  toning  is  the 
kind  that  never  goes  out  of  style  and  always  seems  to  bring  strong 
prices  at  auction.  Those  assembling  high-grade  type  sets  with  a 
concentration  on  toning  and  surface  quality  should  take  a careful 
look  at  this  piece. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006900 


NiceToned  EF  1803  $1 


1084  1803  BB-255,  B-6.  Rarity-2.  Large  3.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Nia  I 

deep  gray  toning  with  golden  highlights  around  the  lustrous  pe-| I 
ripheries  and  traces  of  blue  and  pale  rose  in  the  fields.  Glossy  anc  I 
boasting  superb  visual  appeal,  free  of  significant  flaws,  just  somt 
vertical  adjustment  marks  from  shield  to  beak.  Decent  strike  for: 
date  that  often  comes  soft.  This  would  make  an  ideal  date-collector’ 
coin,  even  if  the  date  collection  is  assembled  with  extreme  fussiness  I 
about  quality. 

From  the  Thaler  Collection. 

PCGS  #006901 


1085  1803  BB-256,  B-3.  Rarity-5.  Small  3.  VF-20  (PCGS).  A choice 
circulated  example  of  this  rare  variety.  Nice  golden  toning  over  light 
silver  gray  surfaces,  deepening  near  the  peripheries  with  shades  oi 
deep  gold  and  blue.  Tiny  nick  over  hair  bow,  a single  line  left  from 
an  adjustment  mark  visible  left  of  star  12,  some  light  hairlines  but 
no  serious  flaws.  About  as  appealing  as  one  can  find  with  this  leve 
of  wear,  and  the  detail  remains  good  despite  softness  on  Liberty’s* 
shoulder  and  bust  and  the  eagle’s  right  wing.  Rarely  found  better 
this  variety  may  have  been  the  last  early  dollar  struck  before  the 
cessation  in  1804.  The  Reiver  specimen,  graded  VF-35  (NGC' 
but  also  quite  softly  struck,  brought  $4,000.  This  piece  should  be 
worth  a similar  amount  on  account  of  its  visual  appeal. 

PCGS  #006900 
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Choice  Proof  1838  Gobrecht  Silver  $1 
Judd-84,  Rarity-5 
Die  Alignment  III,  “Restrike” 


2x  photo 


)86  1838  Gobrecht.  J-84,  P-93.  Rarity-5.  Proof-63  (NGC).  Silver. 
Reeded  edge.  No  Star  Reverse.  Eagle  flies  horizontally  when  coin  is 
turned  on  its  horizontal  axis,  pellet  before  ONE  DOLLAR  consider- 
ably lower  than  the  pellet  that  follows  the  denomination.  A sharp 
and  appealing  coin,  particularly  for  the  assigned  grade.  The  devices 
are  lightly  frosted  and  the  fields  are  highly  reflective,  and  splashes  of 
violet,  crimson,  and  electric  blue  enhance  both  sides.  According  to 
United  States  Pattern  Coins  Experimental  and  Trial  Pieces,  “Originals”  of 
J-84  are  found  with  Die  Alignment  IV,  while  “Restrikes,”  as  here, 
are  found  with  Die  Alignment  III.  The  present  specimen  shows  the 
vestiges  of  a very  faint  crack  at  the  top  of  all  MERIC  on  the  reverse, 
which  points  to  a restrike  of  the  early  1870s.  Technicalities  aside, 
the  present  coin  is  a “gem”  within  the  Proof-63  grade.  Diligent 
searching  might  reveal  a hairline  or  two  and  perhaps  a well-hidden 
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mark,  but  overall  the  eye  appeal  and  physical  quality  goes  well  above 
that  deemed  necessary  to  make  the  Proof-63  grade.  A coin  well 
worth  pursuing,  particularly  by  those  who  are  fascinated  with  the 
early  silver  dollar  coinage  of  America. 

PCGS  #011352 

Uncirculated  1844  Liberty  Seated  $1 

Quad  Stripes,  8 in  Drapery 


1087  1844  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  incredible  array  of  deep  violet,  gold, 
and  sea  green  mingles  with  mint  brilliance  on  the  obverse,  while 
the  reverse  is  a study  in  mint  brilliance  tempered  with  sea  green  and 
gold.  From  a circulation  strike  mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  20,000 
pieces,  the  first  of  several  small  mintages  to  occur  in  this  series. 
Supplies  of  silver  bullion  were  scant  in  1844,  while  many  U.S.  silver 
coins  were  shipped  to  Europe  as  payment  of  import  transactions. 
Always  elusive  in  Mint  State,  this  pleasing  MS-62  coin  should  be 
a suitable  addition  to  any  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar  collection. 

The  popular  “quad  stripes”  variety,  with  four  lines  in  each  vertical  stripe 
on  the  obverse  shield,  as  opposed  to  the  usual  three  lines  for  every  other  date. 
Additionally,  the  upper  loop  of  an  errant  8 can  be  seen  in  near  the  bottom 
of  the  drapery  above  the  existing  8 in  the  date. 

PCGS  #006930 


1088  1845  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray  with  reflective  fields 
and  lightly  frosted  motifs.  Nicely  struck,  with  just  a hint  of  wear 
on  the  high  points  dampening  the  crispness  of  the  design. 

PCGS  #006931 
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Choice  Mint  State  1846  Silver  $1  Splendid  Choice  Proof  1848  $1  Rarity 


2x  photo 

1091  1848  Proof-64  (NGC).  Vibrant  silver  and  slate  iridescence  with 
underlying  lilac  and  electric  blue  on  the  obverse,  the  same  color 
scheme  repeated  on  the  reverse  with  a generous  helping  of  gold 
as  well.  A sharp  and  appealing  example  of  this  prized  rarity,  a date 
that  saw  somewhere  around  25  to  35  Proofs  produced.  As  the 
Bowers  Encyclopedia  notes:  “The  1848  Proof  dollar  is  a great  rarity." 
How  many  examples  of  this  prized  date  currently  exist  in  Proof  is. 
anyone’s  guess,  though  we  feel  any  number  larger  than  a couple 
dozen  pieces  would  certainly  be  optimistic.  The  invaluable  Dan- 
nreuther-Garrett  reference  notes  just  two  Proofs  of  the  date  offered 
at  public  auction  between  April  2002  and  November  2004,  a sure 
sign  as  to  how  rare  Proofs  of  the  date  actually  are.  An  important! 
early  Proof  that  deserves  a place  of  high  standing  in  an  advanced! 
early  dollar  collection. 

NGC  Census:  5;  2 finer  (Proof-67  finest). 

From  Bowers  and  Meretia ’s  Kenneth  C.  Long  Estate  Collection,  May  1995, 
Lot  1218;  their  sale  of  the  Rod  Sweet  Collection,  July  2004,  Lot  1009. 

PCGS  #006989 


1089  1846  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  deep  silver  gray  with  splashes  of 
iridescent  rose,  fiery  orange,  blue,  and  gold.  A nicely  struck  rep- 
resentative of  the  date  and  grade  combination  with  just  a touch 
of  softness  in  a few  obverse  stars  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  reverse 
eagle. 

PCGS  #006932 


1090  1846  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  pale  rose  and  lilac 
highlights. 

PCGS  #006932 
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992  1848  AU-58  (NGC) . Deeply  toned  gunmetal-blue  on  the  obverse 
with  rich  golden  highlights  in  the  protected  areas,  the  reverse  is 
more  lustrous  with  much  gold  and  just  a hint  of  gunmetal-blue.  A 
scarce  date  in  all  grades,  with  AU  specimens  much  appreciated  by 
today’s  Liberty  Seated  dollar  collecting  community. 

PCGS  #006935 


Choice  Uncirculated  1850-0  Silver  $1 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


2x  photo 

1093  1850-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A highly  lustrous,  satiny  specimen  with 
warm  champagne  toning  on  the  obverse  that  gives  way  to  medium 
electric  blue  at  the  rim;  the  reverse  is  largely  brilliant  with  much 
champagne  iridescence.  One  ofjust  40,000  silver  dollars  struck  in 
New  Orleans  in  1850,  the  second  year  of  branch  mint  coinage  in 
the  denomination.  The  Bowers  silver  dollar  Encyclopedia  succinctly 
notes:  “If  you  want  a Mint  State  1850-0  dollar  for  your  collection, 
I suggest  that  you  compromise  and  acquire  an  EF  or  AU  instead, 
at  least  as  an  interim  strategy,  for  it  may  be  years,  if  ever,  until  you 
can  buy  a nice  Mint  State  coin.”  To  rephrase  that  information  in 
a more  timely  manner,  it  may  be  some  time  before  you  see  another 
Uncirculated  example  of  the  present  date,  and  so  we  suggest  you 
bid  as  though  you  mean  it  when  this  one  crosses  the  auction  block. 
This  example  ranks  among  the  very  finest  extant  from  this  issue. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #006938 
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Uncirculated  1851  Silver  Dollar  Rarity 

Mintage:  1,300  Pieces 


2x  photo 

1094  1851  Original.  MS-62  (PCGS) . A prized  rarity  in  the  series,  a date 
recognized  for  its  elusive  nature  well  over  a century  ago,  indeed,  not 
too  many  years  after  its  striking.  Later  in  the  decade  restrikes  of  this 
and  the  1852  rarity  were  made  at  the  Mint  to  supply  collector  demand 
for  this  prize.  Deep  steel  gray  with  lighter  silver  gray  remaining, 
mottled  across  the  surfaces  with  light  gold  and  traces  of  pale  blue. 
Minor  clash  mark  at  Liberty’s  pole  arm,  a noted  diagnostic  for  original 
circulation  strikes  of  the  date.  Further,  the  date  is  placed  high  in  the 
die,  the  tops  of  the  numerals  considerably  closer  to  the  rock  above 
than  the  dentils  below,  another  diagnostic  of  this  rarity.  We  suggest 
in-person  examination  of  this  coin,  for  you  will  certainly  find  under 
those  circumstances  that  MS-62  appears  to  be  a conservative  call  on 
the  part  of  PCGS.  A grand  opportunity  for  advanced  Liberty  Seated 
dollar  collectors;  bid  liberally,  for  this  opportunity  may  not  present 
itself  for  a considerable  length  of  time. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  7 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

PCGS  #006939 
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Choice  AU  1852  Silver  $1  Rarity 
Mintage:  1,100  Pieces 


2x  photo 

1095  1852  Original.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A lightly  circulated  yet  thort 
oughly  attractive  example  of  this  great  rarity,  a date  that  woulal 
be  welcomed  in  just  about  any  Liberty  Seated  dollar  collection  ii 
any  grade.  Frosty  underlying  lustre  highlights  areas  of  faded  mirn 
brilliance  and  splashes  of  deep  gold.  A nicely  struck  survivor  froir 
the  circulation  strike  mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  1,100  pieces;  thr 
mintage  was  small  as  the  price  of  silver  continued  to  skyrocket  it]1 
1852,  coupled  with  that  fact  that  the  Treasury  preferred  gold  dollar! 
to  the  large  silver  coins.  An  exceptional  opportunity  to  gather  one  d| 
the  great  rarities  in  early  silver  dollars  into  the  fold,  and  to  enhancl 
the  stature  of  your  Liberty  Seated  dollar  collection  as  well. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  11  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

PCGS  #006940 
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Lustrous  Uncirculated  1856  Silver  $1 


i96  1856  MS-62  (NGC).  Medium  silver  gray  with  pale  champagne 
iridescence  and  strong  lustre  on  both  sides.  Weakly  struck  in  sev- 
eral places,  not  an  unusual  occurrence  for  the  date.  A rare  prize  in 
Uncirculated,  despite  the  modest  mintage  of  63,500  circulation 
strikes.  Truth  be  known,  the  1856  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar  was 
considered  little  more  than  a trade  dollar  during  the  year  of  issue, 
with  most  of  the  mintage  shipped  to  the  Orient  for  trade,  and  with 
others  being  shipped  to  Europe  for  the  same  purposes.  Indeed,  it 
is  fortuitous  that  any  Mint  State  examples  of  the  date  still  exist. 
PCGS  #006944 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1859  Silver  $1 


2x  photo 

1097  1859  MS-64  (NGC).  A lustrous  prooflike  specimen  with  lightly 
frosted  motifs  and  mirror  fields  decorated  with  effusive  lilac,  gold, 
and  sea  green  on  the  obverse,  while  rich  lilac  and  electric  blue 
dominate  the  reverse.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date  with  just  a touch 
of  weakness  in  certain  obverse  stars  and  in  Miss  Liberty’s  tresses. 
Another  date  that  served  its  purpose  admirably;  of  the  256,500 
circulation  strikes  produced,  the  vast  majority  were  shipped  to  the 
Orient  for  trade  purposes,  where  many  of  the  pieces  were  melted 
and  converted  to  bullion.  As  with  most  dates  in  the  series,  the  1859 
silver  dollar  is  a notable  rarity  in  Mint  State  grades. 

PCGS  #006946 
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1098  1859-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with  a touch  ofgolden 
toning  gathering  in  the  protected  areas.  Scattered  marks  on  the 
surfaces  lead  us  to  believe  that  this  is  from  the  bag  quantities  released 
by  the  Treasury  Department  in  the  early  1960s;  the  scattered  marks 
were  no  doubt  picked  up  during  more  than  a century  of  transfer 
from  place  to  place  in  mint-sewn  bags.  Still,  choice  for  the  assigned 
grade,  and  not  as  heavily  marked  as  some  1859-0  dollars. 

PCGS  #006947 


Gem  Uncirculated  1860-0  $1 


2x  photo 

1099  1860-0  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  rich  lilac-gray  surfaces 
that  display  a nuance  of  rose  and  faint  sky  blue.  A sharply  struck 
gem  example  of  this  popular  date.  Probably  not  a hoard  coin  from 
the  Treasury  releases  of  the  early  1960s;  those  coins  tend  to  be 
largely  brilliant  with  heavy  marks.  Presumably  the  present  gem 
was  known  to  the  collecting  community  before  the  Treasury  re- 
lease. It  is  thought  that  much  of  the  mintage  for  the  date,  515,000 
circulation  strikes,  was  released  to  the  Orient,  though  some  small 
quantity  never  left  America.  The  Bowers  reference  notes:  “I  have 
never  seen  an  MS-64  or  MS-65  from  the  Treasury  hoard.  When 
such  higher  graded  coins  come  on  the  market  they  are  usually  from 
cabinets  formed  years  earlier.”  Nicely  struck  with  great  overall  eye 
appeal,  and  certain  to  find  a place  of  honor  in  an  advanced  Liberty 
Seated  dollar  collection. 

NGC  Census:  10;  3 finer  (all  MS-66). 

PCGS  #006950 
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Impressive  Gem  Proof  1862  Silver  $1 


None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


2 x photo 

100  1862  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  modestly  frosted 
motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields.  Deep  gold  at  the  obverse  center 
gives  way  to  bright  electric  blue  and  sea  green,  while  the  reverse 
is  a study  in  iridescent  peach  and  blue.  Sharply  struck,  one  of  550 
Proofs  of  the  date  minted.  Aesthetically  appealing  and  physically 
superb,  and  among  the  finest  Proofs  of  the  date  seen  thus  far  by 
PCGS 

PCGS  Population:  8;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities. 

PCGS  #007005 
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Important  Proof  1864  Silver  Dollar 
Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 
Impressive  Toning  Highlights 


2x  photo 

1101  1864  Proof-68  (NGC).  An  impressive  gem  Proof  of  the  date,  a 
coin  with  frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields.  Central  obverse 
brilliance  near  the  shield  gives  way  rapidly  to  impressive,  deep  iri- 
descent violet,  rose,  and  electric  blue,  while  the  reverse  is  a study 
in  similar  but  deeper  hues.  One  of  just  470  Proofs  struck  during 
this  tumultuous  Civil  War  year.  The  present  beauty  is  an  old  friend 
coming  home  to  roost,  so  to  speak,  as  this  was  Lot  577  in  ANR’s 
inaugural  sale  ofjuly  2003,  where  we  noted:  “Overall  the  superb 
quality  of  the  coin  combined  with  the  spectacular  old  time  toning 
creates  an  aesthetically  magnificent  effect  reminiscent  of  the  coins 
found  in  collections  such  as  that  ofWalter  Childs,  where  such  coins 
were  purchased  directly  from  the  U.S.  Mint  and  carefully  stored  and 
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preserved  tor  generations.  Our  opinion  ot  this  incredible  beauty 
has  not  changed  an  iota  in  the  ensuing  three  years. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities.  Previously  from  our  Classics 


Sale,  July  2003,  Lot  577. 

PCGS  #007007 

Choice  Uncirculated  1867  Silver  $1 

Large  Date  Over  Small  Date  Variety 


1102  1867  MS-64  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with  soft  champagne  ton- 
ing on  both  sides.  The  fields  are  mirrored  and  the  devices  frosty, 
adding  a subtle  cameo  effect.  Careful  examination  reveals  remnants 
of  the  underlying  small  date  numerals,  a variety  that  is  many  times 
rarer  than  the  Normal  Date  variety.  Commentary  by  Bowers  in 
his  Encyclopedia  indicates  that:  “The  1867  dollar  is  very  elusive  in 
Mint  State  and  particularly  so  in  grades  of  MS-64  or  higher.”  Also 
referring  to  the  Bowers  work,  the  author  noted  that  Walter  Breen 
knew  of  only  two  specimens  of  this  Large  Date  over  Small  Date 
variety  as  of  February  1992.  No  doubt  other  examples  of  the  date 
have  come  to  light  (the  present  writer  has  seen  a small  amount  in 
the  ensuing  14  years),  but  it  is  still  a highly  prized  rarity.  Further, 
only  46,900  examples  of  the  were  struck,  and  a good  deal  of  that 
mintage  went  to  the  Orient.  A pleasing  example  of  the  date  and 
grade,  with  the  added  attraction  of  a rare  variety. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  2 finer  (both  MS-65). 

PCGS  #006960 


Gem  Proof  1868  Silver  $1 
Deeply  Toned 


2x  photo 

1103  1868  Proof-65  (NGC).  A deep  slate  gray  specimen  with  a wealth 

of  pale  champagne  and  rich  electric  blue  on  the  obverse,  while  the 
lilac-gray  reverse  displays  similar  iridescent  highlights.  A sharp  and 
appealing  gem  Proof  of  the  date,  one  of  600  such  pieces  struck  in 
this  popular  format.  Gorgeous  and  strictly  original,  worthy  of  strong 
bidder  support. 

NGC  Census:  23;  7 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  finest). 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities. 

PCGS  #007016 
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Choice  Cameo  Proof  1868  Silver  $1 

Vivid  Rainbow  Toning 


» 


1104  1868  Proof-64  CAM  (PCGS).  Frosty  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored 
fields  display  vivid  rainbow  toning,  particularly  on  the  obverse 
where  hery  gold  and  other  highlights  set  Miss  Liberty’s  portrait 
ablaze.  The  reverse  is  brilliant  at  the  center  with  deep  blue  and  lilac 
at  the  rims.  An  exceptional  Proof  of  the  date,  a pretty  coin. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-65 
CAM). 

PCGS  #087016 


ft!  1105  1868  MS-61  (PCGS).  A lustrous  Uncirculated  example  with 
somewhat  reflective  fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs.  Rich  gold  and 
champagne  hues  vie  for  dominance  on  both  sides.  Another  date 
that  saw  wholesale  export  to  the  China  Trade,  resulting  in  a date 
that  the  Bowers  reference  calls  “unappreciated  and  overlooked”  in 
Mint  State  grades.  An  attractive  coin  for  the  grade,  devoid  of  many 
of  the  blemishes  typically  associated  with  MS-61. 

PCGS  #006961 
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Gem  Proof  1870  Silver  $1 


2x  photo 

1106  1870  Proof-65  (ANACS).  A richly  toned  gem  Proof  from  the 
waning  years  of  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  design  type,  an  issue  that 
saw  a Proof  mintage  of  1 ,000  pieces.  Sharply  struck  and  aesthetically 
appealing.  Deep  golden  gray  surfaces  imbued  with  intense  peach, 
electric  blue,  rose,  and  lilac  highlights.  Absolutely  gem  quality  in 
all  regards. 

PCGS  #007018 
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Landmark  1871-CC  Liberty  Seated  $1 

Mintage  Just  1,376 


1107  1871-CC  VF-30  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  of  the  1871-CC,  one 
of  the  most  publicized  rarities  in  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  series, 
this  piece  will  be  just  right  for  an  advanced  collection.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  are  graded  VF-30,  a very  fair  evaluation.  Much  detail 
is  still  present.  The  overall  color  is  lilac  and  gray,  with  a few  darker 
gray  flecks  scattered.  A few  contact  marks  are  seen  here  and  there 
but  none  are  serious.  A lovely  example  at  the  VF-30  level,  one  of 
the  finest  seen  in  this  category. 

The  mintage  of  the  1871-CC  is  very  enticing,  with  just  1,376  coins 
produced.  However,  the  1873-CC  dollar,  with  the  slightly  higher  mintage 
of  2,300,  is  rarer  today — as,  presumably,  certain  of  the  latter  pieces  were 
melted  and  not  released. 

Among  Carson  City  silver  dollars,  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series  the  rarest 
is  thus  1873-CC,  followed  by  1871-CC  (as  here),  then  by  1872-CC,  then 
a long  stretch  to  the  relatively  easily  available  1870-CC. 

It  is  a pleasant  endeavor  to  try  to  acquire  one  of  each  different  Liberty 
Seated  dollar  from  1840  through  1873.  Only  the  1870-S  falls  into  the  great 
rarity  category,  although  1851, 1852, 1858,  and  1873-CC  are  apt  to  come  on 
the  market  only  infrequently.  Most  other  dates  are  readily  collectible. 

PCGS  #006967 


1108  1878  8 Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  gem 
with  frosty  surfaces,  a strong  strike,  and  nice  overall  eye  appeal.  A 
pleasing  example  of  the  first  variety  of  the  date. 

PCGS  #007072 


1109  1878  8 Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (NGC).  A richly  toned  satiny  gem. 
Deep  carmine,  rose,  blue,  peach,  and  sea  green  form  a fireworks 
display  on  both  sides  of  this  satiny  gem. 

PCGS  #007072 
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1110  1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (PCGS).  “Strong.”  A frosty 
gem  with  strong  cartwheel  lustrous  and  a nuance  of  faint  champagne 
iridescence  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck  and  with  the  repunched 
tailfeather  details  plainly  evident  to  the  unaided  eye,  even  more 
spectacular  under  low  magnification.  Another  reverse  die  of  this 
style  shows  less  of  the  underlying  feather  details,  and  is  designated 
the  “Weak”  variety  by  PCGS.  Just  five  examples  of  the  date  have 
been  deemed  finer  by  PCGS,  all  MS-66. 

A heavy  reverse  die  crack  encircles  the  entire  outer  circumference  of  the 
reverse  legends,  signifying  imminent  collapse  of  the  reverse  die. 

PCGS  #007078 


1 


1111  1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny,  lustrous 

gem  with  faint  champagne  iridescence  on  both  sides.  A sharply 
struck  example  of  the  variety  with  less  tailfeather  detail  showing 
than  on  the  so-called  “Strong”  variety  also  recognized  by  PCGS. 
Just  10  examples  of  the  variety  have  been  certified  finer  than  the 
present  gem  by  PCGS,  all  MS-66. 

PCGS  #007070 


1112  1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (NGC).  The  Doubled  Tail- 
feathers  designation  is  not  mentioned  on  the  NGC  label.  Highly 
lustrous  with  broadly  sweeping  cartwheel  lustre.  A satiny  gem 
example  of  the  “weak”  Doubled  Tailfeathers  variety',  the  present 
specimen  exhibiting  minor  hints  of  doubling  beneath  the  existing 
tailfeathers. 

PCGS  #007074 
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114  1878  7 Tailfeathers.  3rd  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  attrac- 

tive gem.  Robust  cartwheel  lustre  supports  a nuance  of  faint  rose 
on  otherwise  satiny,  brilliant  surfaces.  Some  prooflike  reflectivity 
in  the  fields.  Reverse  variety  with  slanting  top  arrow  feather.  Just 
a half  dozen  examples  of  this  variety  have  been  graded  finer  by 
PCGS,  all  MS-66. 

PCGS  #007076 


113  1878  7 Tailfeathers.  2nd  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A glisten- 
ing gem  with  broad  cartwheel  lustre  on  pale  champagne  surfaces. 
The  reverse  displays  a rich  crescent  of  electric  blue,  violet,  and 
fiery  orange  at  the  bottom  right  area  of  the  rim.  Reverse  style  with 
parallel  arrow  feather. 

PCGS  #007074 


1878  7 Tailfeathers.  3rd  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Vivid  gold, 
carmine,  and  peach  iridescence  gathers  on  both  sides  of  this  highly 
lustrous  gem. 


PCGS  #007076 


Satiny  Gem  1878-CC  Morgan  Dollar  $1 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


1116  1878-CC  MS-67  (NGC).  A frosty,  lustrous,  satiny  gem  with 
impressive  matte-like  surfaces.  An  altogether  pleasing  example 
from  the  first  year  of  Carson  City  Mint  Morgan  dollar  coinage,  a 
beautiful  gem  with  bold  design  elements  on  both  sides,  especially 
at  the  centers.  You  would  be  hard-pressed  to  find  any  blemishes  of 
any  note  on  this  attractive  Morgan  dollar. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities. 

PCGS  #007080 


1117  1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny,  lustrous  pale  champagne  gem 
with  richer  golden  toning  in  the  dentils  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  #007080 


1118  1878-CC  MS-64  (PCGS)  . Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A dandy  example 
of  the  first  year  of  issue. 

PCGS  #007080 


1119  1878-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with  faint  golden 
toning  at  the  rims.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #007080 


1120  1878-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive  lustre.  Well 
struck. 

Under  magnification  some  planchet  lines  can  be  seen  on  the  cheek  of 
Miss  Liberty,  an  interesting  artifact  from  the  planchet  preparation  process. 

PCGS  #007082 

1121  1878-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  sharp  strike  and  a nu- 
ance of  faint  golden  toning  here  and  there. 

Holder  incorrectly  marked  “T$l,”  but  it  obviously  houses  a Morgan 
dollar.  Does  this  mean  the  PCGS  Population  Report  incorrectly  lists  a gem 
Mint  State-65  trade  dollar  that  really  doesn’t  exist? 

PCGS  #007048 
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1122  1879  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  from  a grading  viewpoint, 

this  piece  is  exceeded  byjust  one  finer  in  the  PCGS  lineup — rather 
remarkable  as  the  1879  is  not  generally  considered  to  be  a rare  date. 
Although  examples  can  be  found  easily  enough,  nearly  all  are  in 
lower  levels  of  preservation.  This  specimen  is  a treat  to  the  eye, 
nicely  struck  with  light  silver  surfaces  overlaid  with  delicate  gold 
and  hints  of  blue — as  pretty  as  a picture.  The  combination  of  high 
numerical  grade  and  superb  eye  appeal  will  put  this  coin  in  sharp 
focus  as  it  crosses  the  block 

PCGS  Population:  66;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (MS-67). 

PCGS  #007084 


1123  1879  MS-65  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  brilliant,  and  with  smooth, 
even  satiny  lustre.  A nice  example  of  this  popular  early  issue. 
PCGS  #007084 


1124  1879  MS-65  (PCGS).  A smooth  and  satiny  gem  with  very  few 
surface  disturbances  to  speak  of;  Liberty’s  cheek  is  a smooth  as  silk. 
Frosty  and  brilliant  with  strong  cartwheel  lustre. 

PCGS  #007084 


Choice  Uncirculated  1879-CC/CC  $1 


1125  1879-CC  Large  CC  over  Small  CC.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Also 
known  for  decades  as  the  Capped  Die  variety.  A glistening,  satiny 
specimen  with  strong  lustre  and  essentially  full  mint  brilliance 
perhaps  tempered  with  a hint  of  faint  champagne.  Among  the  rarest 
and  most  desirable  of  all  Carson  City  Mint  issues  in  the  Morgan 
dollar  series,  with  just  the  1889-CC  rarity  apt  to  draw  more  bid- 
ding interest.  Undeniably  choice  for  the  assigned  grade,  with  a few 
faint,  scattered  ticks  here  and  there  accounting  for  the  numerical 
designation.  Scarce  and  attractive. 

PCGS  #007088 

Prooflike  1879-CC  Dollar 

Early  Key  Issue 


1126  1879-CC  Normal  Mintmark.  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  A prooflike 
example  of  the  highly  important  1879-CC,  the  variety  with  normal 
mintmark.  The  obverse  is  highly  prooflike.  Contact  marks  are  seen 
in  the  field  and  on  the  face,  normal  for  the  assigned  grade.  The 
reverse  is  partially  prooflike  and  with  far  fewer  contact  marks. 

The  aesthetic  appeal  and  market  value  of  prooflike  dollars  in 
such  grades  as  63,  64,  and  65  can  vary  widely  from  coin  to  coin. 
Accordingly,  we  suggest  that  interested  buyers  examine  this  piece  in 
person.  Certainly,  a simple  grade  on  a holder  does  not  and  cannot 
tell  the  full  story  of  such  coins. 

PCGS  #007087 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1879-CC  Morgan  $1 

Normal  Mintmark  Variety 


! 1127  1879-CC  Normal  Mintmark.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  and 
lustrous  with  a nuance  of  faint  golden  toning  on  both  sides.  Un- 
deniably choice  for  the  grade,  certainly  a “high-end”  example  of 
the  grade.  Sharply  struck. 

PCGS  #007086 


Lustrous  Uncirculated  1879-CC  $1 


Normal  Mintmark 
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Gem  Mint  State  1879-S  $1 

Elusive  Second  Reverse  Type 


1130  1879-S  2nd  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sweeping  cartwheel  lustre 
illuminates  pale  champagne  highlights  on  both  sides  of  this  satiny, 
somewhat  reflective  gem.  Some  deep  golden  toning  highlights 
are  beginning  to  gather  in  Miss  Liberty’s  tresses.  The  scarce  and 
desirable  variety  with  parallel  arrow  feather  on  reverse,  first  used 
in  1878,  and  only  sparingly  in  1879.  A grand  opportunity  for  the 
Morgan  dollar  completist. 

PCGS  Population:  39;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  MS-66). 

PCGS  #007094 


1128  1879-CC  Normal  Mintmark.  MS-62  (NGC).  Somewhat  proofs 
like  and  cameo-like  in  appearance,  with  frosty  motils  and  reflective 
fields.  Broadly  sweeping  lustre  supports  a nuance  of  faint  gold. 
PCGS  #007086 


1133  1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  impressive  gem  with 
frosty  motifs  and  mirrored,  slightly  satiny  surrounding  fields.  Pale 
champagne  hues  grace  both  sides,  while  a crescent  of  deep  yellow 
gold  fills  the  dentils  before  Miss  Liberty’s  portrait. 

PCGS  #007092 


1134  Selection  ofMorgan  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC):  ☆ 1879-S 
3rd  Reverse  ☆ 1880-S  ☆ 1881 -S  ☆ 1882-S  ☆ 1883  ☆ 1883-0  ☆ 
1884-0  ☆ 1885  ☆ 1885-0  ☆ 1886  ☆ 1887  ☆ 1888  ☆ 1898-0  ☆ 
1899-0  ☆ 1900  ☆ 1900-0  ☆ 1901-0  ☆ 1902-0  ☆ 1904-0  ☆ 
1921.  Golden  gray  with  minute  spots  noted.  All  are  lustrous  and 
attractive  with  just  a hint  of  delicate  toning  except  where  noted.  A 
very  attractive  group.  (Total:  20  pieces) 


1131  Pair  ofMorgan  dollars  grading  MS-66  (PCGS):  ☆ 1879-S  3rd 
Reverse  ☆ 1880-S.  Both  are  lustrous  and  attractive  with  just  a hint 
of  frost  and  delicate  toning.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

1132  1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-66*  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  well 
struck.  Satiny  silver  surfaces  with  some  hints  of  rainbow  toning. 
Pleasing  and  affordable. 

PCGS  #007092 
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1879-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  incredibly  lively  lustre 
that  supports  faint  gold  on  both  sides.  The  first  date  ofMorgan  dol- 
lar coinage  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint,  and  always  appreciated  as 
such.  The  present  specimen  is  devoid  of  all  but  a few  faint  surface 
scuffs,  with  very  smooth  details  at  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek.  Nicely 
struck  for  the  date,  with  central  and  other  details  as  sharp  as  ever 
seen.  Only  10  examples  of  the  date  have  been  deemed  finer  by 
PCGS,  all  MS-66.  A truly  sparkling  representative  of  the  assigned 
grade. 

PCGS  #007090 


1135  1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  incredible  display  of 
bright  kelly  green,  rich  violet,  and  electric  blue  graces  the  satiny, 
lustrous  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  largely  brilliant  with  some 
golden  yellow  iridescence  at  the  rim. 

PCGS  #007092 
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1136  1880  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  of  the  finest  order.  Intense 
cartwheel  lustre  runs  rampant  over  the  smooth  gem  surfaces. 

PCGS  #007096 

1137  1880  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  strong  cartwheels  in 
place.  Choice  for  the  assigned  grade. 

Our  consignor  designates  this  as  VAM-9,  one  of  the  many  8/7  varieties, 
this  with  a tiny  vestige  of  extra  metal  in  the  upper  loop  of  the  second  8. 

PCGS  #007096 


1138  1880/79-CC  2nd  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lustrous  and  at- 
tractive example  of  this  popular  issue.  Many  of  the  1880  dies  are 
overdated  from  dies  made  in  the  late  1870s.  The  present  is  especially 
important  as  it  shows  traces  of  the  last  two  undertype  figures. 

PCGS  #007108 


1139  1880/79-CC  2nd  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  One  of  the  popular 
overdates  of  the  year,  though  no  notice  of  such  is  made  on  the 
PCGS  label.  A satiny  gem  with  faint  champagne  highlights  aglow 
on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  sports  all  its  original  mint  bril- 
liance. Underlying  79  plainly  visible  under  low  magnification.  A 
worthwhile  gem  with  all  the  aesthetic  appeal  necessary  to  lay  claim 
to  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  #007108 


1140  1880-CC  8 over  7.  2nd  Reverse.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  sur- 
faces with  strong  supportive  cartwheel  lustre  and  a nuance  of  gold 
here  and  there.  Sharply  struck.  Faint  remnants  of  the  upright  of 
a 7 seen  in  the  lower  loop  of  the  second  8 in  the  date.  Choice  for 
the  grade. 

PCGS  #007110 



192 


1141  1880-CC  3rd  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with 

broadly  sweeping  cartwheel  lustre.  Largely  brilliant  with  some  deep 
golden  toning  areas  at  the  center  on  both  sides. 

Dash  under  second  8 in  date,  some  roughness  in  lower  loop  of  that 
numeral. 

PCGS  #007100 


1142  1880-CC  8 over  low  7.  3rd  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  im- 
pressive gem  of  the  date.  Satiny  surfaces  display  a nuance  of  faint 
gold  and  a wealth  of  intense  cartwheel  lustre.  Bold  remnants  of  an 
underlying  7 seen  in  the  loops  of  the  second  8 in  the  date. 

PCGS  #007104 


1143  1880-CC  8 over  high  7.  3rd  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty 
gem  of  virtually  impeccable  quality.  The  cartwheel  lustre  is  strong 
and  active;  faint  rose  highlights  on  both  sides.  Sharply  struck. 
PCGS  #007102 


American  Numismatic  Raritih 


4 1144  1880-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty,  satiny  specimen  with  intense 
lustre  and  an  overall  look  that  is  easily  reminiscent  of  MS-65  or 
finer.  A beautiful  example  of  the  grade. 


PCGS  #007114 


c- 
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1880-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  example  of  the  date,  a coin 
that  glows  warmly  with  strong  cartwheel  lustre  and  a nuance  of 
faint  gold.  Easily  as  fine  as  many  Morgan  dollars  we  have  viewed 
in  MS-65  holders,  and  worthy  of  careful  consideration  as  such. 

PCGS  #007114 


1146  1880/79-0  MS-62  (ANACS).  Lustrous  and  largely  brilliant  with 
some  warm  gold  and  lilac  toning  beginning  at  the  rims.  Distinc- 
tive remnants  of  underlying  7 seen  in  the  loops  of  the  second  8 in 
date. 

VAM-4  marked  on  ANACS  holder. 

PCGS  #007114 
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Spectacular  1880-S  Dollar 

Exceptional  Rainbow  Toning 


2x  photo 

1147  1880-S  MS-68  (PCGS).  A dramatically  and  vividly  toned  example 

of  the  otherwise  available  1880-S.  One  of  the  finest  graded  by  PCGS, 
with  only  six  finer  (including  one  prooflike  piece).  However,  the 
present  coin  exhibits  such  extraordinary  and  beautiful  rainbow  ton- 
ing that  it  is  likely  one  of  the  most  aesthetically  spectacular  examples 
of  the  date.  This  piece  traces  its  pedigree  to  RARCOA’s  section  of 
Auction  ‘83,  over  two  decades  ago,  where  it  was  described  as  fol- 
lows: “SUPERB  GEM  UNCIRCULATED.  A spectacular  coin 
with  incredible  color  on  both  sides.  Absolutely  must  be  seen  to  be 
appreciated.  Underneath  are  lustrous  surfaces  with  no  major  bag  or 
contact  marks  of  any  kind.  A fantastic  coin  sure  to  see  strong  bid- 
ding.” It  was  selected  as  one  of  the  few  coins  to  be  color-plated  in 
that  catalogue,  and  it  looks  the  same  today  as  it  did  in  1983.  One  of 
the  most  beautiful  Morgan  dollars  this  cataloguer  has  ever  seen. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from 
RARCOA’s  section  of  Auction  ‘83,  July  1983,  Lot  1182. 

PCGS  #007118 
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1148  1880/9-S  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  A superlative  strike  having 
glittering  mirror  fields  and  delightful  cameo  devices.  Both  surfaces 
are  essentially  brilliant  with  just  a hint  of  pale  gold.  A truly  gor- 
geous DMPL  Morgan  dollar,  one  that  is  tied  for  finest  certified  of 
the  date  by  PCGS.  Frosty  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields  bathed 
in  faint  champagne.  A patch  of  die  roughness,  not  necessarily  an 
underling  9,  is  visible  to  the  unaided  eye  in  the  inner  loop  of  the 
0 in  the  date.  Sharply  struck. 

PCGS  Population:  7 ; none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #097123 

1149  1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Intensely  lustrous  with  highly  reflective 
fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs.  A stunning  gem. 

PCGS  #007118 

1150  1880-S  MS-65  ★ (NGC)  . An  exemplary  gem  example  of  the  date, 
a beautiful  and  lustrous  specimen  with  intense  rainbow  iridescence 
on  the  reverse;  the  rainbow  toning  is  so  spectacular  that  NGC 
encapsulated  the  coin  with  the  reverse  side  showing.  The  obverse 
(in  this  case  the  “reverse”  in  the  holder)  is  largely  brilliant  and 
prooflike  with  a crescent  of  rich  yellow,  gold,  and  electric  blue  at 
the  viewer’s  left  hand  rim. 

PCGS  #007118 

1151  1880-S  8 over  7. 2nd  Reverse.  MS-63  (ANACS).  “VAM-10  TOP 
100. ”A  pleasing  coin  for  the  grade  with  reflective  surfaces  and  lightly 
frosted  motifs.  Warm  golden  tones  glow  at  the  obverse  rim,  while 
the  reverse  exhibits  faint  crimson  and  violet.  Traces  of  the  crossbar 
of  an  underlying  7 evident  in  the  upper  loop  of  the  second  8 in 
date.  Choice  for  the  grade,  and  a neat  variety  as  well. 

PCGS  #007118 

1152  1881  MS-65  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  gem  with  warm  cham- 
pagne and  deep  gold  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  nearly  fully  brilliant 
with  perhaps  a dusting  of  faint  champagne.  Nicely  struck. 

PCGS  #007124 


1153  1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  Carson  City  Mint  dollar.  A 
dusting  of  pale  golden  toning  graces  both  sides  of  this  satiny  beauty. 
Nicely  struck  with  nearly  compete  hair  details  above  Miss  Liberty’s 
ear. 

PCGS  #007126 

1*1 _ 


1154  1881-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  and  quite  desirable  example, 
this  1881-0  in  MS-65  grade  will  be  just  right  for  you  if  gem  Mint 
State  is  your  goal.  Indeed,  the  reverse,  if  graded  separately,  is  even 
finer.  Exceptional  within  the  MS-65  category. 

PCGS  #007128 


1155  1881-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  and  aesthetically  appealing 
gem  example  of  the  date.  Splashes  of  rich  golden  toning  grace  both 
sides,  and  the  sharpness  of  strike  adds  greatly  to  the  overall  appeal. 
Liberty’s  portrait  is  smooth  and  mark-free. 

PCGS  #007128 


1156  1881-S  MS-67A  (NGC).  A splendidly  toned  gem  example  of  the 
date.  The  underlying  cartwheel  lustre  fairly  leaps  from  the  surfaces, 
imbuing  the  rich  violet,  crimson,  sea  green,  and  gold  toning  on  the 
reverse  with  a life  of  its  own.  NGC  saw  fit  to  display  the  vividly 
toned  reverse  as  the  main  side  in  its  holder.  The  obverse  of  the  coin 
or  “reverse”  as  encapsulated,  is  largely  brilliant  with  a sharp  strike, 
reflective  field,  and  touch  of  gold  and  electric  blue  at  the  rim. 

PCGS  #007130 
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1157  1881-S  MS-66*  (NGC).  A vivid  fireworks  display  of  electric 
blue,  vivid  sea  green,  lilac,  violet,  exciting  orange,  and  more  light 
up  the  obverse  of  this  satiny  highly  lustrous  gem,  while  the  reverse 
is  largely  brilliant  with  a rainbow  crescent  at  the  left  side.  Somewhat 
prooflike  especially  obvious  on  the  reverse.  If  you  enjoy  vividly 
toned  Morgans,  this  coin  will  certainly  capture  your  attention. 

PCGS  #007130 


1158 


1881-S  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  prooflike.  A 
very  attractive  example.  Bagmarks  are  present  but  not  as  extensive 
as  seen  on  some  DMPL  dollars. 

DMPL  has  no  agreed-upon  interpretation  among  grading  services  or 
even  within  the  same  service.  The  present  coin  is  perhaps  deeply  mirrorlike 
on  the  obverse,  but  the  reverse  does  display  some  grainy  mint  lustre.  Overall 
the  piece  is  quite  attractive. 

PCGS  #097131 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  pale  golden  gem  with  robust 
cartwheel  lustre  that  captures  the  viewer’s  eye  immediately.  Boldly 
struck  as  well. 

PCGS  #007130 


1160  Group  of  PCGS-certified  Morgan  dollars:  ☆ 1881-S  (4). 
MS-65.  Lustrous;  MS-64  (3).  Each  is  lustrous,  two  with  traces  of 
delicate  toning,  one  with  hints  of  rose  and  orange  on  the  obverse, 
the  reverse  with  rich  rose  at  the  devices  ☆ 1883-0  MS-65.  Satiny 
lustre  with  just  a whisper  of  rose  highlights  ☆ 1884-0  MS-65. 
Lustrous  with  traces  of  delicate  silver  gray  ☆ 1887  MS-65.  Satiny 
lustre  with  a crescent  ot  rich  rose,  gold,  sea  green,  blue  and  golden 
toning  ☆ 1898-0  MS-65.  Satiny  with  traces  of  delicate  golden 
gray  ☆ 1904-0  MS-65.  Satiny  with  splashes  of  golden  orange  and 
frosty  gray  on  the  obverse.  (Total:  9 pieces) 


1161  1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Vivid  iridescent  toning  characterizes  the 

obverse — making  it  a magnet  for  anyone  specializing  in  colorful 
toning.  The  reverse  is  fully  brilliant. 

It  is  not  unusual  for  Morgan  silver  dollars  to  have  rainbow  or  other  irides- 
cent toning  on  the  obverse  (or  reverse),  with  the  other  side  of  the  coin  being 
fully  brilliant.  This  was  caused  by  one  side  of  the  coin  touching  the  interior 
of  a canvas  bag  and  acquiring  toning  through  impurities  in  the  canvas,  as  well 
as  dampness  and  atmospheric  effects  over  a long  period  of  time.  The  inner 
side  of  the  coin,  protected,  tended  to  retain  its  original  brilliance. 


PCGS  #007130 
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1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with  a bold  strike  and  a 
nuance  of  pale  champagne  on  both  sides.  Deep  gold  and  crimson 
halos  have  just  set  root  in  the  dentils.  Absolutely  choice  in  all  re- 
gards. 

PCGS  #007132 
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1163  1882-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A beautiful  representation  of  the  date, 
mint,  and  assigned  grade,  this  1885-CC  is  well  struck  and  has  great 
eye  appeal,  brilliant  on  both  sides.  If  you  are  putting  together  an 
MS-65  set,  this  coin  offers  a great  possibility. 

PCGS  #007134 

1164  1882-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A beautiful  gem  with  frosty  motifs  and 
satiny,  chiefly  reflective  fields.  Largely  brilliant  with  a hint  of  gold 
here  and  there  and  with  some  deeper  violet  in  the  reverse  wreath. 
A pretty  Morgan  dollar  by  any  standard. 

From  a seemingly  unfinished  obverse  die;  heavy  raised  die  polish  marks 
connect  RI  in  PLURIBUS  to  the  wheat  stalks  immediately  below,  with 
another  visible  thatch  of  heavy  die  lines  connecting  the  two  stars  inunediately 
to  the  right  of  the  date.  Interestingly,  the  unaided  eye  also  sees  rough  and 
unfinished  letters  in  UNITED  on  the  reverse.  Perhaps  this  coin  deserves 
special  attention  from  a Morgan  dollar  specialist. 

PCGS  #007134 

1165  Trio  of  Carson  City  silver  dollars  graded  MS-64  (PCGS):  ☆ 

1882-CC  ☆ 1884-CC  ☆ 1885-CC.  All  brilliant  and  lustrous  and 
housed  in  first  generation  PCGS  holders.  Attractive  and  nicely 
matched.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

1166  1882-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  broadly  sweeping 
underlying  lustre  that  supports  pale  champagne  and  faint  sky  blue 
iridescence.  Somewhat  reflective  in  the  fields. 

PCGS  #007136 


1167  1882-O/S  MS-64  (PCGS) . A frosty  specimen  that  approaches  gem 
quality  in  many  regards.  Fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  with  a 
nuance  of  rich  violet  iridescence  beginning  at  the  rims.  A scarce 
and  popular  overmintmark  variety.  Underlying  S mintmark  plainly 
evident  under  low  magnification.  A pleasing  coin  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  185;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-65). 

PCGS  #007138 

1168  1882-O/S.  MS-63  (PCGS).  “Weak.”  Smooth  underlying  lustre 
supports  faint  champagne,  with  deeper  golden  highlights  at  the 
rims.  A pleasing  coin  for  the  grade  despite  a few  scattered  marks.  S 
mintmark  detail  not  completely  clear  on  this  “weak”  variety,  but 
there  nonetheless. 

PCGS  #087138 
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1172  1883-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  A lovely  gem  with  frosty  motifs 
and  mirrored  fields.  Faint  champagne  hues  grace  each  side.  An 
attractive  example  of  an  ever-popular  Carson  City  Mint  issue. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #097145 

1173  1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lustrous  gem  Carson  City  Mint 
Morgan  dollar,  nearly  frilly  brilliant  and  with  some  reflectivity  in 
the  fields. 

PCGS  #007144 

1174  Pair  of  silver  dollars  graded  MS-66  (PCGS):  ☆ 1883-0.  Highly 
lustrous  with  beautifully  mottled  obverse  toning  ☆ 1923.  Brilliant 
and  lustrous.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

1175  1883-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty,  satiny  gem  with  impressive 
cartwheel  lustre  and  faint  champagne  highlights. 

PCGS  #007146 


1177  1884  MS-66  (PCGS)  . A superb  specimen,  significantly  above  the 
quality  normally  seen,  of  one  of  the  more  popular  dates  early  in  the 
series.  Well  struck  and  brilliant. 

PCGS  #007150 


1178  1884  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  whirling  cartwheel  lustre. 

Definitely  worthy  of  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  #007150 


1179  1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  broadly  sweeping  cart- 
wheel lustre  and  strong  mint  brilliance. 

PCGS  #007150 


1170  1883  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  satiny,  brilliant. 
PCGS  #007142 


1176  1883-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  at  the  high  end  of  the 
MS-64  grade  range.  Largely  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  with  some 
warm  golden  toning  near  the  obverse  rim.  Somewhat  prooflike  in 
appearance.  A date  that  is  quite  plentiful  in  circulated  grades,  but 
when  MS-64  or  so  is  reached,  it  becomes  a much  sought-after 
rarity. 

PCGS  #007148 
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1 169  1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  strong  lustre  and  nearly 
razor-sharp  strike. 

PCGS  #007140 


■ H ' 

Choice  Uncirculated  1883-S  Morgan  $1 


1171  1883-CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Splashes  of  blue,  magenta,  gold,  gray, 

and  other  colors  characterize  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  mosdy 
brilliant,  save  for  a whisper  of  gold  and  blue  near  the  bottom  rim. 
PCGS  #007144 


*L_ 
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1884-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Well  struck. 
A splendid  specimen  of  this  very  popular  Carson  City  dollar. 
PCGS  #007152 

1884-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  satiny  lustre  and 
exquisite  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #007152 


1884-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  beauty.  The  silk)'  smooth  surfaces 
display  robust  cartwheel  lustre  and  a hint  of  gold  can  be  seen  at  the 
rims.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  just  a hint  of  weakness  in  the 
hair  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear. 

PCGS  #007154 


1183 


1884-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Attractive  deep  silverwith  rich  gold,  violet, 
and  electric  blue  toning  gathering  at  the  rims.  Highly  lustrous.  A 
scarce  date  at  AU-58  or  finer,  particularly  so  in  Uncirculated  grades. 
The  present  specimen  is  a textbook  example  of  the  term  “slider,”  a 
lovely  specimen  that  appears  to  be  fully  Mint  State  at  first  glance. 

PCGS  #007156 


•1184  1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  incredibly  lustrous  gem  with,  satiny 
smooth  surfaces  and  a sharp  strike. 

PCGS  #007158 


1185  1885-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  example  of  the  lowest 
mintage  Morgan  dollar  issue  from  the  Carson  City  Mint.  Fortu- 
nately, quantities  of  the  date  survived  into  the  1960s  and  1970s,  and 
were  released  in  large  Uncirculated  quantities  to  the  numismatic 
community  during  that  era.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #007160 


u 
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1186  1885-0  MS-67  (NGC).  Not  rare  as  a date  and  mint,  but  slightly 
scarce  at  this  lofty  level,  the  present  1885-0  dollar  has  a brilliant 
swath  of  rainbow  iridescence  on  the  obverse.  It  will  look  as  pretty 
as  a picture  in  a high  quality  album. 

PCGS  #007162 


1187  1885-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  strong  underlying  lustre 
and  a nuance  of  faint  champagne  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  #007162 


1188  1885-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  gem  quality  all  the  way!  The  satiny 
surfaces  exhibit  an  abundance  of  bright  cartwheel  lustre  and  faint 
gold  makes  its  presence  felt  here  and  there.  Nicely  struck. 

PCGS  #007164 


1189  1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Vivid  rainbow  highlights  run  the  gamut 
from  bright  yellow  gold  to  orange,  lilac,  violet,  electric  blue,  and 
rich  sea  green  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  largely  brilliant 
with  a crescent  of  faint  blue  and  gold  at  the  bottom  rim.  Another 
exciting  and  colorful  Morgan. 

PCGS  #007166 

1190  1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  strong  cartwheel  lustre 
and  plenty  of  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #007166 
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1191  1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Rainbow  toning  across  the  obverse  contrasts 

with  a brilliant  reverse,  the  last  accented  with  its  own  light  golden 
toning  at  the  lower  left.  A very  “picturesque”  Morgan  dollar. 
PCGS  #007166 


1192  1886-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  elusive  New  Orleans  Mint  issue 
in  choice  Uncirculated  or  finer — much  of  the  mintage  saw  heavy 
circulation  in  New  Orleans  during  the  era,  with  the  end  result  that 
multiple  hundreds  of  circulated  examples  are  available  for  every 
choice  Mint  State  specimen  known.  Choice  for  the  grade,  a coin 
that  will  suit  just  about  any  Morgan  dollar  cabinet. 

PCGS  #007168 


Gem  Uncirculated  1886-S  Morgan  $1 


1193  1886-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  attractive  gem  that  comes  ever-so- 
close  to  a PL  designation.  Frosted  motifs  and  somewhat  reflective 
fields  support  a broad  array  of  lustre  and  a shading  of  rich  champagne 
iridescence.  A textbook  example  of  the  MS-65  grade,  a beauty  with 
no  disturbances  at  the  coin’s  focal  points. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from 
Paramount’s  section  of  Auction  ‘84,  July  1984,  Lot  747. 

PCGS  #007170 


1194  1886-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A glittering  gem  that  easily  uphold; 
the  standards  of  the  assigned  grade.  Nicely  struck  with  intense 
cartwheel  lustre  and  smooth  surfaces  that  are  devoid  of  all  but  the 

tiniest  ticks. 

PCGS  #007170 


Gem  1887/6  Overdate  Morgan  $1 


1195  1887/6  MS-65  (PCGS).  A scarce  and  desirable  overdate  in  geir 
grade.  Highly  lustrous  with  broadly  spinning  cartwheels  on  both' 
sides.  Nicely  struck  with  strong  central  details  as  well.  Overdato, 
details  plainly  visible  to  the  unaided  eye.  Only  two  examples  of  thi; 
popular  overdate  have  been  certified  finer  than  the  present  coin  by 
PCGS,  both  MS-66. 

PCGS  #007174 


1196  1887/6  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  within  the  grade: 
Somewhat  prooflike  on  both  sides,  a mixture  of  lustre  and  mirror- 
like characteristics.  Contact  marks  are  most  evident  in  the  obversu 
field.  The  all-important  overdate  is  readily  discernible,  with  tha 
bottom  cusp  of  the  earlier  6 easily  seen  under  low-power  magni- 
fication. 

PCGS  #007175 
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197  1887/6-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A frosty  specimen  with  strong  cart- 
wheel lustre  and  undeniably  choice  surfaces  for  the  assigned  grade. 
Typical  lightness  of  strike  in  the  hair  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear,  oth- 
erwise choice  in  all  respects.  Far  more  elusive  than  its  Philadelphia 
Mint  counterpart,  and  undoubtedly  more  desirable  as  well. 

PCGS  #007178 

198  1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem.  The  frosty  surfaces  display 
broad  swaths  of  inherent  cartwheel  lustre,  with  a sharp  strike  and 
a nuance  of  faint  gold  adding  to  the  overall  appeal. 

PCGS  #007172 


199  1887-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  example  of  a popular  New 
Orleans  Mint  issue.  The  surfaces  are  essentially  devoid  of  serious 
marks,  with  just  a few  scattered  abrasions  here  and  there  noted  for 
accuracy.  Some  lightness  of  strike  at  the  central  hair  details,  not 
unusual  for  the  date.  Just  seven  examples  of  the  date  have  been 
certified  finer  than  the  present  gem,  all  called  MS-66  by  PCGS. 
Undeniably  choice. 

PCGS  #007176 


I 200  1887-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  nicely  struck.  Just 
right  for  anyone  assembling  a top-notch  set  of  dollars  combining 
high  grade  and  nice  eye  appeal. 

NGC  Census:  74;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-66  finest). 
PCGS  #007176 
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1201  1887-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  incredibly  dazzling  array  of  bright 
cartwheel  lustre  enhances  the  somewhat  reflective  surfaces  and 
lightly  frosted  motifs  of  this  gorgeous  gem.  Undeniably  of  MS- 
65  quality,  nicely  struck,  and  worthy  of  serious  consideration  by 
Morgan  dollar  enthusiasts. 

PCGS  #007180 

1202  1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  “high-end”  for  the 
grade. 

PCGS  #007182 

1203  1888-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  on  the 
obverse,  with  subdued  golden  gray  highlights  on  the  softly  lustrous 
reverse.  Some  striking  weakness  at  the  obverse  center,  a typical  state 
for  this  date.  Lovely. 

PCGS  #007184 


1204  1888-0  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A lovely 
example  with  doubling  of  features  on  the  nose,  lips,  and  chin, 
designated  the  Hot  Lips  variety  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins,  and  elsewhere.  Numismatists  love  nicknames,  and  because 
of  this  the  present  piece  is  in  great  demand  today.  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  are  silver  with  light  golden  toning. 

PCGS  #007308 


1205  1888-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  incredibly  lovely  gem.  The  lustre  is 
superb  and  crisp,  the  surfaces  are  satiny  and  smooth  in  the  extreme, 
while  rich  gold,  orange,  and  fiery  crimson  ignites  at  the  rims.  As 
appealing  physically  as  it  is  aesthetically. 

PCGS  #007186 
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1206  1888-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toning,  slightly  mottled  on  the 
obverse,  over  richly  lustrous  silver  surfaces.  Popular  San  Francisco 
issue. 

PCGS  #007186 


1207  1888-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A brilliant,  well  struck  specimen  of  this 
popular  San  Francisco  issue.  Deep  mint  frost.  Some  hints  of  gold 
toning  are  seen  on  the  reverse. 

PCGS  #007186 

1208  1889  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  superb  lustre  and  nearly 
unbeatable  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #007188 

Key  Date  1889-CC  Morgan  $1 


1209  1889-CC  AU-58  PL  (NGC).  A lustrous  prooflike  example  of  the 
date.  The  reflective  fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs  glow  with  rich 
lustre  and  pale  violet  overtones.  Sharply  struck  and  only  lightly 
circulated,  as  evidenced  by  the  grade.  A prized  rarity  in  the  Mor- 
gan dollar  series,  a coin  that  is  exceeded  in  rarity  and  desirability 
by  just  the  1893-S  and  the  1895  Proof-only  issues.  Literally  every 
Morgan  dollar  specialist  pursues  this  date  with  vigor  at  one  point 
or  another  in  their  collecting  plan,  with  many  settling  for  choice 
AU  specimens.  At  this  grade  level,  a perfect  blend  of  availability 
and  affordability  mix  well  with  overall  quality,  the  end  result  being 
a definite  “keeper”  for  many  Morgan  dollar  enthusiasts. 

PCGS  #007191 


Lustrous  1889-CC  $1  Rarity 


1210  1889-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  A lovely  example  of  the  Carson  City 
dollar  that  everyone  wants.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  well  struck 
and  excellently  detailed.  The  obverse  has  virtually  full  lustre  in  the 
fields  as  well  as  much  on  the  higher  areas.  The  reverse  has  even 
more  lustre.  Within  the  AU  category,  this  is  certainly  one  of  the 
nicest  we  have  seen  in  recent  times. 

PCGS  #007190 

Attractive  1889-CC  Rarity 


1211  1889-CC  AU-55.  A lovely  example  of  the  1889-CC,  this  coin  is 
well  struck,  brilliant,  and  retains  much  original  lustre.  There  is  some 
light  brushing  visible  under  magnification,  but  scarcely  worthy  of 
mention.  The  overall  appearance  is  excellent.  Inspect  this  coin  in 
person,  and  chances  are  good  that  you  will  bid  liberally. 

PCGS  #007190 

Gem  Uncirculated  1889-0  Morgan  $1 


1212  1889-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Much  rarer  in  gem  condition  than  its 
lofty  mintage  figure  of  nearly  11.9  million  pieces  indicates.  As  is 
typical  for  New  Orleans  (and  San  Francisco)  issues  of  the  era,  the 
vast  majority  of  this  mintage  did  heavy  duty  in  circulation.  Gems 
such  as  presently  offered  come  few  and  far  between  in  today’s 
numismatic  marketplace,  and  when  offered,  are  instantly  snapped 
up  and  ensconced  in  quality  collections.  We  note  that  just  eight 
examples  of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  than  the  present  gem 
by  PCGS,  all  MS-66.  A sharp  and  appealing  beauty. 

PCGS  #007192 
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213  1889-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A bright  and  lustrous  gem  with  broadly 
spinning  cartwheels  and  a hint  here  and  there  of' rich  golden  toning 
in  the  recessed  areas.  One  of  just  700,000  Morgan  dollars  of  the 
date  produced,  a fairly  modest  mintage  when  compared  to  many 
of  the  dates  from  the  same  era. 

PCGS  #007194 
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Gem  Mint  State  1890-CC  $1 


1216  1890-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A truly  splendid  gem.  The  lustre  is 
bold  and  unyielding,  the  strike  is  about  as  sharp  as  ever  seen  for 
the  date,  and  the  surfaces  arejust  this  side  ofimmaculate.  Certainly 
“high-end”  for  the  grade,  a beautiful  Morgan  dollar  that  upholds 
the  MS-65  category. 

PCGS  #007198 


1217  1890-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous,  brilliant  example  of  this 
popular  and  somewhat  scarce  Carson  City  dollar. 

PCGS  #007198 


1218  1890-CC  Tailbar.  MS-62  (ANACS).  “VAM-4,  TOP  100.”  Lus- 
trous, brilliant  surfaces  with  rich  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  Some 
scattered  marks  account  for  the  grade,  though  the  overall  eye  appeal 
is  substantial  for  MS-62.  The  popular  “tailbar”  variety  with  heavy 
reverse  die  line  from  arrow  feathers  down  into  the  wreath  below. 
PCGS  #007198 
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1890  MS-65  (PCGS).  A sparkling  gem.  Pale  champagne  surfaces 
with  robust  cartwheel  lustre,  a strong  strike,  and  plenty  of  eye  appeal 
of  the  kind  typically  associated  with  gem  quality  in  the  Morgan 
dollar  series.  No  example  of  this  date  has  been  certified  finer  than 
the  present  gem  by  PCGS,  we  suspect  this  beauty  is  equal  to  any 
of  the  other  MS-65  examples  of  the  date  seen  thus  far  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  227;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #007196 


1219  1890-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A splendid  gem  with  impressive  eye 
appeal.  Satiny  surfaces  display  active  cartwheel  lustre.  The  strike 
is  decent  for  the  issue,  with  much  of  the  hair  detail  above  Miss 
Liberty’s  ear  nicely  delineated.  An  exceptional  example  of  the  date 
and  grade  combination. 

PCGS  #007200 


215  1890-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A gem  specimen,  high  in  the  order 
of  PCGS  certification,  with  only  a handful  attributed  to  a higher 
number.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  well  struck  and  deeply  lus- 
trous, with  just  a hint  of  toning. 

The  1890-CC  is  fairly  scarce  in  all  Mint  State  grades  in  com- 
parison to  some  of  the  earlier  varieties.  At  the  gem  level,  as  here, 
it  is  quite  rare  in  comparison  to  the  demand  for  it. 

PCGS  #007198 


Gem  1890-CC  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Certified 
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1220  1890-0  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  that  easily  merits  a 
gem  classification  aesthetically,  one  that  is  not  far  behind  gem  qual- 
ity where  physical  attributes  are  concerned  as  well.  Frosted  motifs 
and  mirrored  fields  display  a vivid  array  of  varied  golden  hues.  From 
the  Amon  Carter  Collection,  off  the  market  since  January  1984, 
and  only  now  making  an  appearance  for  an  appreciative  generation 
of  Morgan  dollar  specialists. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Amon  Carter  Collection,  January  1984,  Lot  349. 

PCGS  #007201 


1221  1890-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A sparkling  gem  from  the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  The  strike  is  bold,  the  cartwheel  lustre  is  vividly  animated, 
and  a nuance  of  faint  champagne  here  and  there  ices  the  cake. 

PCGS  #007202 

1222  1890-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over  richly  lustrous 
surfaces.  Well  struck.  A delightful  example  of  this  popular  San 
Francisco  issue. 

PCGS  #007202 


Important  Gem  Uncirculated  1891  Morgan  $1 


1223  1891  MS-65  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  gem  with  satiny  surfaces 
and  a faint  whisper  of  pale  golden  toning.  Sharply  struck  with  strong 
details  at  the  center  on  both  sides.  Much  rarer  in  gem  condition 
than  its  mintage  of  nearly  8.7  million  pieces  indicates.  Very  few 
examples  of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  than  this  gem  by 
PCGS.  Simply  superb  in  all  respects. 

PCGS  Population:  77;  2 finer  within  any  designation  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #007204 
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Frosty  Gem  1891-CC  $1 


1224  1891-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  The  popular  Spitting  Eagle  variety, 
though  such  is  not  noted  on  the  holder.  A frosty  gem  with  satiny 
surfaces  that  show  robust  cartwheel  lustre  and  only  tiny,  meaningless 
abrasions  here  and  there.  Absolutely  choice  for  strike  as  well. 

PCGS  #007206 


1225  1891-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous  withjust  a whisper 
of  gold  at  the  dentils. 

PCGS  #007206 


1226  1891-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty,  satiny  specimen  with  rich n 
underlying  lustre.  The  strike  is  bold  and  crisp,  and  the  overall  J 
quality  readily  approaches  gem  to  the  unaided  eye. 

PCGS  #007206 


1227  1891-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with  a nice  strike 
for  the  date.  A nuance  of  faint  rose  gathers  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  #007206 
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Pair  of  1891  Carson  City  Morgan  dollars  in  GSA  holders:  ☆ 

MS-62  ☆ MS-61.  Both  are  brilliant  and  lustrous.  A highly  desir- 
able date  that  is  not  often  seen  in  the  original  GSA  holders  today. 
(Total:  2 pieces) 


Gem  Uncirculated  1891-0  Morgan  $1 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


229  1891-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Despite  a mintage  of  more  than  7.9 
million  pieces,  this  date  is  undeniably  rare  at  MS-65;  we  don’t 
mention  “or  finer”  as  PCGS  has  certified  no  finer  example  of  this 
date  as  of  this  writing.  This  exceptional  gem  displaysjust  the  faintest 
champagne  glow,  while  the  unyielding  cartwheel  lustre  makes  its 
presence  felt.  Nicely  struck  as  well,  with  just  a hint  of  weakness 
at  the  center  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear.  One  word  comes  to  mind: 
quality! 

PCGS  Population:  63;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #007208 


I 


(230  1891-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Gem  quality  all  the  way.  Satiny,  silky 
surfaces  display  a nearly  overwhelming  array  of  bright  cartwheel 
lustre.  Add  splashes  of  faint  orange  and  gold  on  each  side,  and  this 
lovely  gem  begins  to  resemble  a silver  work  of  art. 


PCGS  #007210 
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1231  1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  of  the  finest  order.  The  intense 
cartwheel  lustre  seemingly  glows  from  within  the  satiny  surfaces.  A 
dusting  of  faint  rose  can  be  seen  on  both  sides.  The  strike  is  bold  as 
well,  adding  to  the  overall  gem  appearance.  Just  a solitary  example 
of  the  date  has  been  graded  at  a finer  level  by  PCGS,  that  specimen 
called  MS-66.  Another  vibrant  tribute  to  our  consignor’s  eye  for 
Morgan  dollars. 

PCGS  Population:  197;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-66). 
PCGS  #007212 

Splendid  Gem  Uncirculated  1892-CC  SI 


1232  1892-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A study  in  gem  quality.  The  surfaces 
are  satiny  and  rife  with  intense  cartwheel  lustre,  pale  champagne 
highlights  grace  both  sides,  and  the  strike  is  about  as  sharp  as  ever 
seen  for  the  date.  The  end  result  is  a splendid  gem  virtually  beyond 
reproach.  The  present  beauty  undeniably  represents  the  pinnacle  of 
quality  for  the  MS-65  grade;  take  a look  (or  two)  and  we’re  certain 
you’ll  feel  exactly  the  same. 

PCGS  #007214 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1892-0  Morgan  $1 


1233  1892-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A briskly  lustrous  gem  with  satiny  sur- 
faces that  are  devoid  of  marks  or  scuffs  of  consequence;  Liberty’s 
cheek  is  silky  smooth,  and  the  same  can  be  said  for  just  about  every 
other  portion  of  the  coin.  Nicely  struck  on  the  obverse,  though  the 
eagle’s  breast  feathers  are  fairly  light  on  the  reverse — this  is  one  of 
those  dates  where  you  can’t  have  it  all  in  the  strike  department.  A 
pleasing  gem  with  only  a small  group  of  finer  graded  examples  of 
the  date  currently  in  the  PCGS  roster. 

PCGS  Population:  112;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-67  fin- 
est). 

PCGS  #007216 

Impressive  Gem  1892-0  $1 


1234  1892-0  MS-65  (PCGS)  . An  appealing  gem.  Satiny  surfaces  display 
vivid  cartwheel  lustre  and  a faint,  even  sheen  of  pale  champagne 
on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck  with  only  a modicum  of  weakness 
in  the  hair  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear,  an  area  that  is  often  flat  and 
unappealing  for  this  date. 

PCGS  #007216 

1235  1892-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  are  mainly  toned  light 
brown  with  some  hints  of  blue. 

PCGS  #007216 
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Choice  AU  1892-S  $1 

Lively  Golden  Toning 


1236  1892-S  AU-58  (NGC).  A high  degree  oflustre  supports  deepening 
gold  and  rose  on  both  sides  of  this  nicely  struck,  faintly  circulated 
key  date  to  the  Morgan  series.  A few  light  marks  are  seen,  none 
overly  offensive  or  worthy  of  individual  mention.  A date  that  is  a 
known  rarity  at  AU  or  finer,  despite  a modest  mintage  of  1 .2  million 
pieces.  The  vast  majority  of  the  mintage  for  this  date  saw  immediate 
and  constant  use  in  circulation.  In  choice  to  gem  Mint  State,  the 
1892-S  Morgan  dollar  rivals  the  great  rarities  of  the  series.  Pleasing 
in  all  regards. 

PCGS  #007218 

Choice  AU  1892-S  $1 


1237  1892-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  rich  champagne 
toning  on  both  sides.  Somewhat  reflective  in  the  fields,  especially 
on  the  reverse. 

PCGS  #007218 
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Superb  Gem  1893  Dollar 
Tied  for  Finest  Seen  by  NGC 
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238  1893  MS-66  (NGC) . Light  silver  surfaces,  somewhat  prooflike  on 
the  reverse.  Some  light  striking  at  the  center  of  the  obverse.  Very 
few  marks  in  the  field,  and  those  on  the  eagle  mostly  concealed. 
A fairly  complex  piece  from  a technical  viewpoint,  and  one  that 
beckons  to  be  examined  during  the  lot  viewing  process.  One  of 
just  378,000  pieces  struck,  a modest  mintage  within  the  context  of 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  its  operations  during  the  Morgan  dollar 
era.  This  specimen  is  at  the  top  of  the  NGC  grading  pyramid. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #007220 
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Gem  Mint  State  1893  $1 


1239  1893  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  example  of  this  scarce  Phila- 
delphia issue,  a specimen  that  upholds  the  rigors  of  the  MS-65  grade 
admirably.  Highly  lustrous  with  a strong  strike  and  a generous 
amount  of  eye  appeal.  Fewer  than  five  examples  of  the  date  have 
been  graded  finer  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  144;  4 finer  within  any  designation  (MS-68  fin- 
est). 

PCGS  #007220 
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Choice  1893-CC  Morgan  Dollar 
Exceptional  Eye  Appeal 


2 x photo 

1240  1893-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  well  struck  example  of  the 
last  Carson  City  issue,  this  piece  has  exceptional  eye  appeal.  Among 
Morgan  dollars  there  are  two  varieties  that  are  notorious  for  being 
heavily  bagmarked — this  and  the  1895-S.  Finding  a “nice”  1893- 
CC  can  be  a daunting  challenge. 

The  significance  of  the  present  piece  is  underscored  by  the  fact 
that  PCGS  has  graded  just  a few  dozen  higher,  and  those  only  by  a 
single  point.  At  the  MS-64  level  this  represents  a very  collectible 
grade  in  combination  with  a price  that  is  much  lower  than  for  MS- 
65.  All  things  considered  it  represents  a great  purchase  opportunity 
for  the  advanced  specialist. 

PCGS  #007222 
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Choice  Mint  State  1893-CC  $1 


1241  1893-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Undeniably  fine  for  the  assigned  grade, 
a “high-end”  MS-63  Morgan  dollar  if  ever  there  was  one.  Largely 
brilliant  with  splashes  of  deep  gold  near  the  obverse  rim,  and  with 
rich  crimson  and  fiery  violet  near  the  reverse  rim.  Highly  lustrous 
and  nicely  struck,  and  as  noted,  about  as  nice  as  MS-63  gets! 

PCGS  #007222 


Choice  Mint  State  1893-0  Morgan  $1 


1242  1893-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  high  lustrous  with  warm 
champagne  highlights  on  both  sides.  Somewhat  reflective  in  the 
fields,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Nicely  struck  as  well,  with  just  a 
touch  of  central  weakness  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear.  A far  above  the 
average  MS-63  example  of  this  scarce  key  date,  as  bidding  activity 
will  no  doubt  indicate. 

PCGS  #007224 
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Important  1893-S  Dollar 

Key  San  Francisco  Issue 


2x  photo 


1243  1893-S  AU-50(PCGS).  A lovely  example  of  the  1893-S,  this  piece 
retains  traces  of  lustre  on  the  obverse  and  a fair  amount  of  lustre  on 
the  reverse.  The  color  overall  is  light  silver  gray  with  some  hints  of 
brown.  Among  Morgan  silver  dollars  the  1893-S  is  one  of  the  most 
avidly  sought.  The  typical  example  encountered  in  the  marketplace 
is  VF,  not  often  EF,  and  even  less  often  higher. 

PCGS  #007226 
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Key  1893-S  Morgan  Dollar 

Much  Lustre  Remains 


2x  photo 

1244  1893-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  The  present  piece  is  very  attractive,  has 
light  silver  surfaces  on  both  sides,  and  retains  a generous  quotient 
of  original  lustre.  On  the  obverse  the  lustre  is  mainly  visible  around 
the  periphery,  while  on  the  reverse  it  is  more  widespread.  Today, 
for  every  50  coins  grading  VF  in  the  marketplace,  perhaps  one  EF 
coin  with  significant  original  mint  lustre  exists. 

PCGS  #007226 
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1245  1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  A lustrous  specimen  of  this  scarce  and 
popular  Philadelphia  Mint  low-mintage  key  date,  a satiny,  frosty 
coin  with  a nuance  of  faint  champagne.  One  of  only  110,000 
examples  of  the  date  struck,  the  third  lowest  mintage  figure  in  the 
Morgan  dollar  series,  second  to  just  the  1893— S and  Proof-only 
1895  rarities.  Nicely  struck  at  the  centers,  you  will  find  yourself 
wishing  all  your  MS-63  Morgans  looked  like  this. 

PCGS  #007228 


1246  1894  AU-55  (NGC).  Deep  lilac-gray  with  underlying  lustre,  es- 
pecially in  the  protected  areas.  A nice,  lightly  circulated  example. 
PCGS  #007228 


Satiny  Uncirculated  1894-0  $1 


1247  1894-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A satiny  silver  gray  specimen  with 
strong  underlying  lustre  that  supports  rich  violet  and  electric  blue 
at  the  rims.  Much  scarcer  at  MS-64  than  its  mintage  of  just  over 
1.7  million  pieces  suggests.  Like  many  other  dates  of  the  era  from 
the  New  Orleans  Mint,  the  present  date  saw  workhorse  duty  in 
circulation,  and  choice  Mint  State  survivors  from  the  mintage  are 
not  frequently  available  today. 

NGC  Census:  165;  5 finer  within  any  designation  (all  MS-65). 

PCGS  #007230 


Elusive  1894-0  Morgan  $1 


1248  1894-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A bright  and  lustrous  example  of  this 
elusive  New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  Somewhat  available  in  the  lower 
Mint  State  range,  but  at  MS-63  and  finer,  the  value  and  elusive 
nature  of  the  date  both  skyrocket.  A pleasing  coin  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #007230 

1249  1894-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Medium  golden  gray  with  a wealth  of 
underlying  lustre,  quite  attractive  overall. 

PCGS  #007230 


Splendid  Gem  1894-S  $1 


1250  1894-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  gem  that  is  entirely  prooflike 
in  appearance,  though  such  is  not  noted  on  the  PCGS  holder.  The 
obverse  motifs  are  modestly  frosted  while  the  field  is  mirrored  yet 
slightly  satiny.  The  reverse  devices  are  more  heavily  frosted,  and 
the  field  is  slightly  less  grainy.  Nicely  struck  and  highly  lustrous, 
and  devoid  of  all  but  a few  faint  marks.  In  short,  an  absolute  gem 
example  of  the  date. 

PCGS  #007232 


Elusive  1895-0  Morgan  $1 


1251  1895-0  AU-58  (NGC).  A high  degree  of  lustre  cascades  broadly 
across  satiny,  largely  brilliant  surfaces.  Devoid  of  marks  of  conse- 
quence, with  just  a faint  degree  of  rub  on  the  high  points  accounting 
for  the  assigned  grade.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #007236 
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9 


1252 


1895-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  on  both  sides,  with  much  lustre 
remaining,  the  present  piece  offers  an  affordable  alternative  to  a 
costly  Mint  State  coin.  Among  Morgan  dollars,  this  is  one  of  the 
least  appreciated.  High-grade  examples  are  hard  to  find,  and  choice 
and  gem  Mint  State  specimens  are  hardly  ever  seen. 

PCGS  #007236 


1253 


1895-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  silver  surfaces.  Significant  lustre  is 
seen  on  the  reverse,  less  so  on  the  obverse.  Another  opportunity 
to  acquire  this  elusive  date  and  mint. 

PCGS  #007236 


1254  1895-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  silver  on  both  sides.  Lustre  is  still 
seen  among  the  stars  and  letters  on  the  obverse  and,  to  a greater 
extent,  among  the  devices  on  the  reverse.  An  attractive  example 
at  this  grade  level. 

PCGS  #007236 


I) 


Prooflike  1895-S  Dollar 

Repunched  S,  VAM-4 


1255  1895-S/S  MS-64  CAMEO  PL  (ANACS).  A very  pleasing  ex- 
ample of  the  1895-S  dollar,  this  coin  is  well  struck,  highly  prooflike, 
and  has  superb  aesthetic  appeal.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of 
just  400,000  pieces,  the  1895-S  is  very  difficult  to  find  problem- 
free.  Under  magnification  the  S mintmark  is  seen  to  be  slightly 
repunched,  a feature  that  lends  interest,  although  the  main  focal 
point  is  simply  on  the  date  and  mint.  If  you  are  completing  a choice 
set  of  Morgan  dollars  and  lack  the  1895-S,  this  coin  beckons. 

PCGS  #007239 

Choice  Uncirculated  1895-S  $1 


1256  1895-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A pleasing  specimen  that  approaches  gem 
quality  in  many  respects.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  frosty,  while  the 
fields  are  chiefly  reflective  with  a touch  of  natural  graininess.  Read- 
ily approaching  prooflike  quality,  though  not  noted  on  the  holder. 
Faint  champagne  hues  mingle  with  bursts  of  pale  sky  blue. 

PCGS  #007238 

Choice  Uncirculated  1895-S  $1 


1257  1895-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A lustrous,  glittering  choice  Mint  State 
1895-S  Morgan  dollar,  brilliant  at  the  frosty  center  with  splashes 
of  gold,  crimson,  and  violet  on  the  reflective  fields.  Somewhat 
cameo-like  in  appearance,  though  not  noted  on  the  holder.  Nicely 
struck  for  the  date,  with  just  a modicum  of  weakness  in  the  hair 
above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear. 

PCGS  #007238 
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Incredibly  Appealing  Cameo  Proof  1896  $1 

NGC  Proof-68  Ultra  Cameo 


2x  photo 


1258  1896  Proof-68  ULTRA  CAMEO  (NGC).  Heavily  frosted  motifs 
and  deeply  mirrored  fields  form  a cameo  of  beautiful  quality  and 
imposing  depth  of  contrast.  Among  the  finest  surviving  specimens 
from  the  Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of 762  pieces.  The  present  gem 
ranks  within  the  top  10  Proofs  of  the  date  seen  thus  far  by  NGC, 
truly  a beautiful  Proof  Morgan  dollar. 

NGC  Census:  6;  4 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-69^  Ultra 
Cameo  finest). 

PCGS  #097331 


1259  1896  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  just  a whisper  of  faint 
champagne  on  both  sides.  Strong,  unbroken  lustre  couples  with  a 
bold  strike,  the  end  result  is  gem  quality  all  the  way. 

PCGS  #007240 

Important  1896-0  Morgan  $1 

Choice  Mint  State-63 


1260  1896-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delightfully  lustrous  and  thoroughly 
appealing,  a MS-63  coin  with  plenty  of  reason  to  be  considered 
high-end  for  the  grade.  One  of  those  New  Orleans  Mint  issues,  a 
date  that  saw  4.9  million  pieces  roll  off  the  presses,  with  virtually 
the  entire  mintage  eventually  finding  its  way  into  circulation  in  the 
Gulf  region.  The  present  coin  is  nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with 
nearly  full  hair  details  and  breast  feathers  at  the  centers.  Scarce 
enough  in  MS-63  to  warrant  special  attention,  and  considerably 
more  rare  in  finer  grades.  Those  who  seek  choice  quality  without 
over-burdening  their  numismatic  budget  would  be  wise  to  examine 
this  coin  carefully. 

PCGS  #007242 

Choice  Mint  State  1896-0  $1 


1261  1896-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A frosty,  satiny  pale  golden  gray 
specimen  with  intense  cartwheel  lustre,  and  with  a burst  of  bright 
crimson  iridescence  highlighting  Liberty’s  tiara. 

PCGS  #007242 
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Choice  Mint  State  1896-S  $1 


1 1262  1896-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Robust  cartwheel  lustrous  blazes  a trail 
across  satiny  pale  champagne  surfaces.  Some  flatness  of  strike  at 
Miss  Liberty’s  ear  and  on  the  reverse  eagle’s  breast  feathers,  not 
unusual  for  this  date.  Undeniably  choice  for  the  grade,  with  just  a 
few  minor  blemishes  noted,  none  deep  or  raw.  Simply  put,  a nice 
MS-64  coin. 

PCGS  #007244 

I , 

11263  1 897  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty7,  satiny  gem  with  unbelievably  lively 
cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck  and  visually  appeal- 
ing. 

PCGS  #007246 


Choice  Mint  State  1897-0  $1 


11264 


1897-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Another  New  Orleans  Mint  issue  whose 
rarity  increases  dramatically  when  choice  Mint  State  or  better  qual- 
ity is  desired.  Highly  lustrous  with  satiny  pale  golden  surfaces.  Some 
deeper  gold  toning  flecks  can  be  seen  here  and  there.  Much  rarer  at 
MS-63  than  its  mintage  ofjust  over  four  million  pieces  suggests. 

PCGS  #007248 


1897-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Simply  gorgeous.  Satiny,  smooth  surfaces 
glow  with  richly  swirling  cartwheel  lustre.  Faint  champagne  tones 
grace  both  sides.  A few  deep  golden  toning  spots  can  be  seen. 


PCGS  #007250 


1898  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Reflective  fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs 
display  an  array  of  deep  rose  and  orange  on  the  obverse,  while  the 
reverse  remains  largely  brilliant. 


PCGS  #007253 


\1267  1898  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a nice  strike. 
PCGS  #007252 


11268 


1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  intense  cartwheel 
lustre. 

PCGS  #007254 


1269  1898-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Prooflike  dollars  play  to  their  own 
audience.  The  collecting  of  such  can  be  quite  a challenge,  as  the  vast 
majority,  unless  in  very  high  grade,  are  peppered  with  distracting 
bagmarks.  This  is  true  even  at  the  MS-65  level.  However,  among 
coins  certified  as  MS-65  PL  the  present  piece  has  many  fewer 
contact  marks  than  expected.  Accordingly,  we  suggest  that  it  is 
worthy  of  in-person  examination  and,  afterward,  an  enthusiastic 
bid.  There  are  some  pieces  graded  MS-66  PL  that  can  not  hold  a 
candle  to  this! 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #007257 


1270  1898-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  that  readily  upholds  the 
requirements  of  the  MS-65  grade.  Highly  lustrous  with  a nuance 
of  rich  gold  in  the  dentils. 

PCGS  #007256 


1271  1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lustrous  gem  with  rich  golden  toning 
beginning  at  the  rims.  The  last  date  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series  with 
a circulation  strike  mintage  figure  of  less  than  one  million  pieces; 
in  this  case  330,000  examples  of  the  date  were  struck. 

PCGS  #007258 

1272  1899-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  beauty  with  a high  degree  of 
lustre  and  equally  enchanting  eye  appeal.  A dusting  of  pale  gold 
adorns  the  reverse. 

PCGS  #007260 
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1273  1899-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  in  all  regards.  The  lustre 
is  unyielding,  the  eye  appeal  is  equal  to  the  task,  and  the  surfaces 
are  amazingly  clean. 

PCGS  #007262 

1274  1899-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  pale  peach  and 
rose  iridescence  at  the  rims. 

PCGS  #007262 

1275  1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Warm  glowing  lustre  on  satiny,  brilliant 
surfaces.  Somewhat  reflective,  especially  in  the  reverse  field. 

PCGS  #007264 


1276  1900-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  gem  with  intense  cartwheel 
lustre,  satiny  surfaces,  and  nearly  blinding  brilliance. 

PCGS  #007266 


1277  1900-0/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  incredibly  lively 
cartwheel  lustre.  Nicely  struck  with  strong  central  details.  Struck 
from  a discarded  Carson  City  Mint  reverse  die  seven  years  after  the 
Carson  City  Mint  facility  closed;  the  dies  were  shipped  to  New 
Orleans  to  prevent  the  waste  of  good  die  steel.  An  ever  popular 
overmintmark  variety,  especially  when  found  so  fine. 

PCGS  #007268 


1278  1900-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem.  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  and 
a decent  strike  are  but  two  of  the  glowing  attributes  of  this  pretty 
Morgan  dollar. 

PCGS  #007270 


~ 


Important  Uncirculated  1901  $1  Rarity 
Choice  MS-63  PCGS 


2 x photo 

1279  1901  MS-63  (PCGS).  A lustrous  and  brilliant  specimen  with 
no  sign  of  rub  to  be  seen.  Faint  champagne  highlights  grace  both 
sides.  Choice  for  the  grade,  with  very  few  marks  that  make  a visual 
impact.  Nicely  struck  as  well,  with  strong  hair  details  at  the  center. 
While  more  than  6.9  million  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  were 
produced,  the  vast  majority  were  seemingly  spent  and  served  ample 
time  in  circulation.  Today,  circulated  1901  Morgans  are  extremely 
common,  while  any  Morgan  1901  in  MS-60  or  finer  can  be  con- 
sidered a rare  numismatic  prize.  The  present  specimen,  though  just 
MS-63  is  still  quite  choice  for  the  assigned  grade,  and  would  make 
a welcomed  addition  to  any  advanced  Morgan  dollar  collection. 

PCGS  #007272 
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>1280  1901  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  AU-50  (ANACS).  “Doubled  Die 
Reverse,  VAM-3.”  Lustrous  medium  silver  gray  with  rich  rainbow 
iridescence  at  the  rims.  A scarce  and  popular  Doubled  Die  Reverse 
issue  with  doubling  plainest  at  the  bottoms  of  the  eagle’s  tailfeathers, 
as  well  as  the  surrounding  arrows  and  olive  branch. 

PCGS  #007272 

■11281  1901-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  cartwheel  lustre  on  frosty  silver 
surfaces. 

PCGS  #007274 


£1282  1901-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  expansive  cartwheel 
lustre  that  practically  leaps  from  the  satiny  surfaces.  Sharply  struck 
and  appealing,  a coin  that  says  MS-65  all  the  way. 

PCGS  #007276 


11283 


1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  subdued  cartwheel  lustre, 
typical  for  the  date.  A burst  of  rich  golden  iridescence  can  be  seen 
at  the  bottom  of  the  reverse.  Choice  for  the  grade. 


PCGS  #007278 


1284  1902-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a hint  of 
golden  toning.  One  of  the  more  popular  New  Orleans  issues  from 
later  in  the  series. 

PCGS  #007280 

[%  1285  1902-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A brilliant  beauty  with  lively  cartwheel 
lustre  and  plenty  of  eye  appeal.  A few  toning  flecks  can  be  seen  on 
the  reverse,  and  are  noted  here  for  accuracy. 

PCGS  #007280 

1286  Group  of  1902-0  Morgan  dollars  MS-65  (NGC).  All  with 
attractive  satiny  lustre  and  some  with  just  a whisper  of  delicate 
toning.  A very  well  matched  group.  (Total:  20  pieces) 
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1287  1902-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A gloriously  frosty  gem  with  bright 
cartwheel  lustre,  a strong  strike  for  the  date,  and  a nuance  of  faint 
rose  and  gold  on  both  sides.  Variety  with  filled  2 in  date.  Undeni- 
able gem  quality. 

PCGS  #007282 


1288  1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem,  nicely  struck  and  somewhat 
reflective  in  nature.  Nearly  flawless  surfaces  that  vigorously  support 
the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  #007284 


1289  1903-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  specimen  with  rich  golden 
highlights  beginning  at  the  rims.  Broadly  sweeping  cartwheel  lustre 
enhances  the  eye  appeal  of  this  famous  “story”  coin. 

At  one  time  the  1903-0  Morgan  dollar  was  considered  the  key  to  the 
series,  with  just  a handful  of  examples  known  in  such  grades  as  VF  and  EF, 
and  with  very  few  true  Mint  State  examples  of  the  date  known.  Enter  the 
Treasury  releases  of  the  early  1960s,  and  the  1903-0  gave  up  its  key  status, 
and  today  it  is  readily  available  in  just  about  any  grade  desired. 

PCGS  #007286 


Choice  Uncirculated  1903-S  $1 


1290  1903-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Another  classic  Morgan  dollar  issue,  a 
date  that  saw  more  than  1 .2  million  pieces  minted,  the  vast  majority 
of  which  were  pressed  into  economic  service  on  the  West  Coast. 
Choice  for  the  grade,  with  just  a few  scattered  marks.  Highly  lus- 
trous with  some  golden  toning  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck.  Don't 
let  this  one  get  away. 

PCGS  #007288 
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1291  1904  MS-65  (PCGS).  A beautiful  gem  with  satiny  surfaces  and 
intense  cartwheel  lustre.  Splashes  of  rich  golden  toning  enhance 
the  reverse  rim.  Undeniably  gem  in  quality,  and  worthy  of  strong 
bidding  support. 

PCGS  #007290 

1292  1904-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny,  reflective  specimen  with  strong 
eye  appeal.  Largely  prooflike  in  appearance,  but  with  “clean” 
surfaces;  prooflike  coins  are  typically  peppered  in  the  field  with 
unsightly  marks. 

PCGS  #007292 


1293  1904-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides, 
with  a hint  of  violet  in  the  obverse  dentils.  Undeniably  choice 
for  the  grade,  a cut  above  typical  MS-63  quality  if  you  will,  and 
worthy  of  careful  scrutiny  from  would-be  bidders.  More  elusive 
in  MS-63  or  finer  than  the  mintage  figure  ofjust  over  2.3  million 
pieces  intimates. 

PCGS  #007294 

1294  1921  Morgan.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A truly  lovely  gem  example  of  the 
date,  with  satiny  smooth  surfaces  that  display  rich  cartwheel  lustre 
and  a faint  golden  glow.  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  is  amazingly  smooth 
and  free  ot  all  but  a few  faint  marks,  none  of  them  immediately 
visible. 

PCGS  #007296 

1295  1921-D  Morgan.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  robust  cart- 
wheel lustre.  A pleasing  representative  of  the  only  Denver  Mint 
Morgan  dollar  coinage. 

Easily  noticeable  die  cracks  can  be  seen  around  the  date  and  stars. 

PCGS  #007298 
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1296  1921-S  Morgan.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A nice  example,  fairly  I 
well  struck,  from  dies  that  were  essentially  unfinished,  with  all  sorts  I 
of  raised  lines  around  the  border  on  the  reverse,  and  so  on.  The  I 
Mint  was  in  a hurry  to  turn  these  out,  and  quality  took  a back  seat.  I 
This  comment  applies  to  Morgan  dollars  dated  1921  from  all  of  the  I 
different  mints. 

NGC  Census:  36;  4 finer  within  any  designation  (MS-67  finest). 

Readers  who  are  familiar  with  the  gaming  tables  of  Las  Vegas  and  the  I 
history  thereof  may  remember  that  through  early  1964,  Morgan  and  Peace  I 
dollars  were  used  regularly  in  casinos.  After  March  1964  the  government 
stopped  paying  them  out  at  face  value  and  the  supply  began  to  dry  up.  Over  I 
a period  of  time  the  nicer,  older  issues  were  plucked  out  of  circulation  in  Las 
Vegas,  eventually  leaving  a mixture  of  worn,  common-date  Peace  dollars  I 
and,  last  to  go,  Morgan  silver  dollars  dated  1921.  By  1965  silver  dollars  were 
essentially  history,  providing  a great  opportunity  for  the  newly  established 
General  Numismatics  Corporation  (later  known  as  the  Franklin  Mint),  to 
make  tokens  as  a substitute,  which  was  done  to  good  effect. 

PCGS  #007300 


1297  1921-S  Morgan.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  pale  golden 
highlights  that  seemingly  glow  from  within. 

The  different  mint  issues  of  the  1921  Morgan  dollar  are  from  a different 
hub  and  have  completely  different  relief  and  other  features  than  do  coins 
of  the  earlier  1878-1904  era,  although  retaining  the  same  basic  design.  The 
relief  is  rather  shallow,  and  the  striking,  accomplished  in  a great  hurry  at 
the  Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San  Francisco  mints,  is  often  unsatisfactory. 
Finding  a nice  example,  as  here,  takes  some  doing. 

PCGS  #007300 


1298  1921-S  Morgan.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Rich  lustre  is  tinted  a delicate  I 

gold.  A nice  example  of  the  issue. 

PCGS  #007300 


\ 
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1299  1921— S Morgan.  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  a whis- 
per of  faint  golden  toning.  Satiny  surfaces  display  a minimum  of 
disturbances. 


PCGS  #007300 

1300  1921-S  Morgan.  MS-65  (NGC).  A frosty  gem  with  the  typical 
lustre  associated  with  the  1921  Morgan  dollar  issue.  Deep  lilac 
iridescence  gathers  at  the  rims. 

PCGS  #007300 


11301  1921  Peace.  MS-65  (NGC).  mstrous  surfaces  with  light  golden 
toning.  Some  lightness  of  strike  at  the  center  as  always  for  the  1921 
High  Relief,  the  reason  why  the  design  was  modified  the  next 
year. 

PCGS  #007356 


1302 


1922-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  Peace  dollar  with  superb 
surfaces  and  bright  lustre  that  easily  rises  to  the  occasion. 

PCGS  Population:  128;  3 finer  (all  MS-67). 


PCGS  #007358 


1303  1925  MS-66  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  brilliant,  silky  surfaces 
with  perhaps  a nuance  of  faint  gold  on  the  obverse. 

PCGS  #007365 
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1304  1926-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  lustrous  example  of  this 
popular  San  Francisco  issue.  Some  delicately  mottled  brown  toning 
is  seen  on  the  obverse. 

PCGS  #007369 


1305  1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  richly  lustrous  with  splashes  of 
medium  gold  toning  on  both  sides.  Important  as  the  lowest  mintage 
of  all  Peace  silver  dollars  1921-1935.  Always  in  demand. 

PCGS  #007373 


1306  1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  . Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A very  nice  coin  at 
the  MS-64  level,  with  fewer  bagmarks  than  normally  seen.  To  our 
eye  this  piece  merits  careful  attention,  as  it  offers  a lot  of  value. 

Among  Peace  silver  dollars  dated  1928,  the  Philadelphia  issues  nearly  al- 
ways come  with  excellent  surfaces — satiny  and  with  relatively  few  bagmarks. 
Not  true  of  the  1928-S,  which  is  often  extensively  marked,  particularly  at 
the  center  of  the  reverse,  and,  in  addition,  is  often  lightly  struck.  Finding 
1928-S  dollars  with  excellent  eye  appeal,  as  here,  is  quite  difficult  to  do. 
Probably  not  one  in  10  MS-64  coins  is  this  nice. 

PCGS  #007374 
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1307  1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  golden  gray  with  warm  cartwheel 
lustre  that  supports  pastel  rainbow  iridescence  at  the  rims. 

PCGS  #007374 


1308  1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  lustrous  example  with  some 
light  brown  toning.  Somewhat  above  average  in  striking  sharp- 
ness. 

PCGS  #007374 


1309  1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  Some- 
what lightly  struck  at  the  centers,  as  often  seen  on  1928-S.  One  of 
the  more  difficult  to  find  issues  of  the  period. 

PCGS  #007374 


\ 


1310  1934  MS-66  (NGC).  What  a lovely  coin  this  is!  Well  struck,  with 


satiny  lustre,  and  delicate  golden  toning,  this  checks  in  as  one  of  the 
finest  we  have  ever  seen.  Although  Peace  dollars  of  this  particular 
date  and  mint  are  usually  found  with  good  eye  appeal,  the  present 
piece  is  even  nicer  than  typically  encountered. 

NGC  Census:  21;  3 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #007375 


1311  1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Well  struck  and  highly  lustrous,  this  I 

1934-S  will  attract  many  bids  as  it  comes  up  for  sale.  Contact  marks  I 
are  present,  as  to  be  expected  for  MS-63,  and  are  mainly  at  the  I 
center  of  the  obverse  and,  on  the  reverse,  behind  the  eagle’s  wing.  I 
Absent  these,  the  coin  would  be  in  a higher  grade  and  valued  at 
significantly  more. 

Year  in  and  year  out  the  1934-S  has  been  the  most  desired  of  I 
the  basic  dates  and  mints  in  the  Peace  dollar  series.  Mint  State  coins  I 
at  any  level  are  always  of  great  interest. 

PCGS  #007377 


1312  1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  smooth  gem  with  rich  cartwheel 

lustre  and  virtually  mark-free  surfaces.  Variety  with  three  sun  rays 
beneath  ONE  on  the  reverse;  another  variety  has  four  sun  rays  in 
the  same  position. 

PCGS  #007379 
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Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1873  Trade  $1 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


2x  photo 

313  1873  MS-66  (NGC).  A frosty,  satiny  gem  with  varied  hues  of 
golden  iridescence  that  deepen  toward  the  rims.  Nicely  struck  for 
the  date,  with  only  a touch  of  faintness  at  the  uppermost  obverse 
stars  and  in  Liberty’s  tiara.  A truly  splendid  example  from  the  first 
year  of  trade  dollar  coinage.  Offered  most  recently  in  our  sale  of  the 
Red  Bank  Collection,  December  2003,  where  the  population  for 
the  date  was  given  as  three  with  none  finer;  more  than  two  years 
later  NGC  has  not  certified  another  MS-66  example  or  any  finer. 
Seemingly,  some  things  never  change.  A lovely  example  of  a date 
and  design  type  in  demand  in  today’s  numismatic  marketplace. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities.  Previously  from  our  sale  of 
the  Red  Bank  Collection,  December  2003,  Lot  874. 

PCGS  #007031 
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Gem  Proof  1874  Trade  Dollar 

Vividly  Toned 


1314  1874  Proof-66  (NGC).  Warm  golden  gray  centers  give  way  to 
rich  bull’s  eye  toning  of  sea  green,  electric  blue,  and  rich  rose.  The 
fields  are  heavily  reflective  and  the  motifs  are  frosted,  imparting  a 
nice  cameo  contrast  overall,  though  such  is  not  noted  by  NGC. 
One  of  700  Proofs  of  the  date  struck,  most  of  which  were  sold  in 
silver  Proof  sets  of  the  year.  The  Bowers  reference  (1993)  notes: 
“Although  700  may  have  been  distributed  to  numismatists,  the  rate 
of  retaining  them  was  not  high,  and  today  hundreds  of  pieces  have 
been  lost.”  A beautiful  coin. 

NGC  Census:  8;  2 finer  within  any  designation  (both  Proof-67). 

PCGS  #007054 


Choice  1874-CC  Trade  Dollar 


1315  1874-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  brown  toning  over 
somewhat  satiny  surfaces.  Well  struck  on  both  sides,  not  always  the 
case  for  trade  dollars  of  this  era. 

High-grade  Carson  City  trade  dollars  are  elusive,  as  nearly  all  were 
shipped  to  China,  where  they  were  either  melted  there  or  sent  to  India 
to  be  melted. 

PCGS  #007035 
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Satiny  1875-CC  Trade  $1 


1316  1875-CC  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (NGC).  Medium  golden  gray  with  a 
wealth  of  underlying  cartwheel  lustre  that  seemingly  glows  from 
within.  Sharply  struck  with  all  of  the  intended  design  nuances  sharp 
and  obvious  to  the  unaided  eye.  A shallow  planchet  depression, 
probably  as  struck,  clings  to  the  underside  of  star  6 on  the  obverse, 
and  is  the  only  mark  of  note.  A nice  example  ofa  scarce  and  popular 
issue. 

NGC  Census:  15;  4 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

PCGS  #007038 


1317  1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  quite  well  struck  (highly 
important),  and  highly  lustrous  example  of  this  popular  date.  Faint 
traces  of  pale  blue,  gold  and  gray  toning  can  be  seen.  A few  light 
scattered  marks  in  the  obverse  fields  account  for  the  grade,  but  the 
overall  quality  is  superior  to  many  pieces  sharing  this  grade.  The 
reverse  is  very  clean  for  the  grade,  and  considerably  nicer.  A nice 
coin  for  a type  set  or  a specialized  collection.  Off  the  market  for 
over  a decade,  and  housed  in  a first  generation  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #007046 


Choice  Proof  1878  Trade  Dollar 

Attractive  Iridescent  Toning 


1318  1878  Proof-64  (NGC).  A lovely  example  of  the  first  Proof-only 
date  in  the  series,  the  present  piece  has  iridescent  toning  on  both 
sides.  The  obverse  is  primarily  gunmetal-blue  and  lilac,  with  some 
gold  around  the  borders.  The  reverse  is  lilac  overall.  The  striking 
of  all  details  is  excellent  (including  the  star  centers  on  the  obverse 
and  the  eagle’s  leg  to  the  right  of  the  reverse). 

This  is  the  first  of  an  illustrious  sequence  of  Philadelphia  Mint  trade 
dollars  struck  only  in  Proof  format,  with  no  related  pieces  for  circulation 
after  1879.  The  1878  is  one  of  the  scarcer  of  these  issues.  In  the  1950s  and 
1960s,  Don  Corrado  Romano,  proprietor  of  the  Worthy  Coin  Company 
in  Boston,  set  about  hoarding  Proof  trade  dollars  of  this  particular  date, 
acquiring  along  the  way  somewhat  over  100  of  them.  These  have  long  since 
been  dispersed  into  the  marketplace. 

PCGS  #007058 


1319  1878-S  MS-61.  A lovely  example  of  this  popular  date,  this  1878-S 
is  richly  lustrous  on  both  sides.  The  striking  is  excellent  as  well. 
The  color  is  silver  accented  with  splashes  of  gold  and  iridescence. 
Much  nicer  than  normally  expected  at  the  MS-61  level — perhaps 
a bit  conservatively  graded. 

PCGS  #007048 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1879  Trade  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Graded 


Superb  Cameo  Proof-Only  1879  Trade  $1 


yl.VHVliUfc  Uy 


2x  photo 


1320  1879  Proof-67  CAMEO  (NGC).  A splendid  gem  cameo  Proof 
from  the  first  year  in  the  trade  dollar  series  to  see  a Proof-only 
coinage  at  Philadelphia  without  attendant  branch  mint  issue;  only 
Proofs  were  struck  in  1878  in  Philadelphia,  but  Carson  City  and  San 
Francisco  produced  circulation  strikes  in  that  year.  Truly  gorgeous, 
sharply  struck  and  aesthetically  appealing  in  all  regards.  Frosted 
motifs  and  deep  mirror  fields,  just  a splash  of  faint  champagne  on 
the  reverse.  Not  many  other  examples  of  this  popular  date  can  hold 
a candle  to  the  present  gem! 

NGC  Census:  15;  6 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68A  Cameo 
finest). 

In  late  1879  and  early  1880  there  was  a flurry  of  investment  specula- 
tion in  Proof  trade  dollars,  causing  the  mintages  for  these  particular  years 
to  be  bumped  up  sharply.  Afterward,  the  interest  subsided,  mintages  were 
reduced,  and  many  of  the  1879  and  1880  trade  dollars  were  mishandled 
or  even  melted. 

PCGS  #087059 


2x  photo 

1321  1879  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  from  a technical  grade 
viewpoint  and  also  from  the  standpoint  of  appearance.  The  coin 
has  splendid  iridescent  toning  dominated  by  light  gold,  brown, 
and  electric  blue.  The  striking  is  first  class  as  well.  All  told,  this  is 
a truly  memorable  example  of  this  popular  Proof-only  date. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-68 
CAM). 

PCGS  #007059 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 


219 


Session  Two  • ( !u  cAV//' . \Jotk  ^Sonnoksmrs '( wllectian 

“ 


Gem  Proof  1879  Trade  Dollar 
Popular  Proof-only  Date 


1322  1879  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  with  iridescent 
toning  on  both  sides,  primarily  gunmetal-blue  and  lilac.  Well  struck 
and  attractive.  Always  in  great  demand  as  a Proof-only  date. 

PCGS  #007059 


Choice  1879  Proof  Trade  Dollar 


1323  1879  Proof-64  (ANACS).  A nice  example  with  mottled  blue  and 
gray  toning  over  Proof  surfaces.  The  present  coin  at  the  Proof-64 
level  is  quite  attractive,  but  is  priced  significantly  below  what  a 
Proof-65  would  bring. 

As  these  words  are  being  written,  the  numismatic  world  anticipates  the 
widespread  arrival  ot  the  new  “Crystal  Clear”  certification  holders  recently 
launched  by  ANACS.  The  proprietors  have  made  a great  effort  to  create  a 
holder  that  is  especially  numismatically  friendly — high  impact  plastic  resis- 
tant to  handling,  full  view  ot  the  edge  of  coins,  and  quick  identification  of 
the  date,  variety,  and  grade  even  when  the  holders  are  arranged  in  a storage 
box.  From  what  we  have  seen,  most  notably  an  impressive  display  set  up  at 
the  Florida  United  Numismatists  Convention  this  pastjanuary,  the  holders 
will  likely  be  very  much  appreciated. 

PCGS  #007059 


Gem  Cameo  Proof-Only  1880  Trade  $1 

Ex  Andre  Dawson  Collection 


2x  photo 

1324  1880  Proof-67  CAMEO  (NGC).  An  impressive  gem  Proof  of  the 
date  with  strong  visual  and  physical  impact,  a sharp  and  appealing 
gem  that  easily  warrants  the  assigned  grade.  Lightly  frosted  motifs 
and  slightly  satiny  deep  mirror  fields  display  a faint  nuance  of 
varied  champagne.  One  of  1,987  Proofs  of  the  date  struck  without 
attendant  circulation  strikes,  the  pinnacle  of  Proof  trade  dollar 
production  of  the  entire  series.  Fortunately,  the  large  supply  of 
surviving  specimens  from  that  mintage  can  be  enjoyed  by  today’s 
collectors.  For  instance,  the  present  coin  was  greatly  enjoyed  by 
Andre  Dawson,  famed  baseball  slugger  with  the  Montreal  Expos 
and  the  Chicago  Cubs,  who  managed  to  assemble  an  impressive 
collection  of  pristine  gems  such  as  the  present  coin  at  the  height 
of  his  collecting  interest.  An  undeniably  impressive  beauty,  a coin 
that  will  please  even  the  fussiest  numismatist. 

NGC  Census:  6;  10  finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  CAMEO 
finest). 

From  the  Andre  Dawson  Collection. 

PCGS  #087060 
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Gem  Cameo  Proof  1881  Trade  $1 


Impressive  Cameo  Proof  1883  Trade  $1 


1 


1325  1881  Proof-66  CAM  (PCGS).  A Proof-only  date  that  saw  a 
production  run  ofjust  960  pieces.  Nicely  struck  in  all  areas  of  the 
design — this  date  is  frequently  seen  with  flatness  at  Miss  Liberty’s 
head.  Deep  mirror  fields  and  frosted  motifs  display  grand  lustre 
which  supports  attractive  peach  and  rose  iridescence. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67 
CAM). 

PCGS  #087061 


Proof-Only  1882  Trade  Dollar 


1326 


1882  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with  light  gunmetal- 
gray  toning  accented  by  some  subtle  hints  of  iridescent  blue  and 
gold.  Ever  popular  as  one  of  the  scarcer  dates  among  the  later 
(1878-1883)  Proof-only  trade  dollars.  Always  in  demand.  Housed 
in  a first  generation  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #007062 


2x  photo 

1327  1883  Proof-67  CAMEO  (NGC).  A truly  splendid  cameo  Proof, 
absolutely  gem  in  quality,  and  among  the  10  finest  certification 
events  thus  far  from  NGC.  Frosted  motifs  seemingly  flow  on  deep 
silver  mirrors  though  a hint  of  pale  champagne  has  crept  into  the 
reverse  eagle.  A sharp  and  appealing  Proof-only  gem  from  the  final 
collectible  year  of  the  trade  dollar  denomination,  see  below.  Of  the 
979  Proofs  of  the  date  produced,  we  expect  that  very  few  of  the 
currently  extant  specimens  can  measure  up  to  the  quality  offered 
here.  Take  a look;  we  are  certain  you  will  agree. 

NGC  Census:  9;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proot-67A  CAMEO). 

For  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  1883  Proof-only  trade  dollar  issue  is 
the  final  collectible  date  in  the  series.  It  is  thought  that  10  1884  trade  dollars 
were  struck  in  the  Proof  format,  followed  by  five  dated  1885,  also  in  the 
Proof  format.  Those  two  dates  in  Proof  are  among  the  greatest  rarities  in 
American  numismatics.  Curiously,  the  1884  and  1885  trade  dollar  issues 
were  not  generally  known  to  the  public  until  1908  when  they  appeared  in 
a magnificent  collection  that  was  offered  at  public  auction.  No  examples 
of  either  date  are  listed  in  the  Mint  Director's  Report,  and  many  ot  today’s 
numismatists  consider  them  to  be  clandestine  issues. 

PCGS  #087063 
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Impressive  1862  Seven-Piece  Proof  Set 

Ex  Garrett  Collection 


1328  1862  Proof  set.  A delightfully  matched  seven-piece  Proof  set  of 
1862,  cent  through  dollar,  possibly  directly  from  the  Mint  without 
intermediary  to  T.  Harrison  Garrett.  The  1976  Stack’s  sale  catalogue 
offered  an  amazing  run  of  32  early  Proof  sets  that  began  with  the 
1862  set  offered  here.  The  writer  in  that  catalogue  noted  “They  are 
basically  one-owner  sets.  Mr.  Garrett  either  bought  them  directly 
from  the  Mint  or  acquired  them  from  collections  whose  owners 
were  probably  the  original  mint  purchasers.’’  Fortuitously  kept 
intact  since  the  1976  sale,  and  avoiding  the  fate  of  many  Proof  sets 
of  the  era,  with  the  gem  coins  taken  out  and  the  remainder  split  up 
to  the  four  winds  as  it  were.  All  of  the  silver  pieces  show  identical 
toning,  with  lilac,  electric  blue,  gold,  and  peach  in  abundance.  Most 
of  the  devices  are  frosty,  and  the  fields  are  reflective.  The  grades 
are  as  follows:  ☆ Cent.  Proof-64  ☆ Three-cent  silver.  Proof-64  ☆ 
Half  dime.  Proof-63  ☆ Dime.  Proof-63  ☆ Quarter.  Proof-63  ☆ 
Half  dollar.  Proof-62  ☆ Dollar.  Proof-62.  Small  toning  spots,  one 
at  the  shield,  one  at  Liberty’s  arm,  noted  also  in  the  Stack’s  1976 
description.  A genuinely  lovely  set  with  a pedigree  that  is  among 
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the  most  important  in  American  numismatics.  (Total:  7 pieces) 
From  Stack’s  sale  of portions  of  the  Garrett  Collection,  March  1976, 
Lot  298. 


Superb  Gem  1911  Quarter  Eagle 

Matte  Proof-67 


1329  1911  quarter  eagle.  Proof-67  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen,  virtual 
perfection,  of  a Proof  1911  quarter  eagle.  This  is  the  first  coin  in 
a four-coin  set,  well  matched  in  color,  and  probably  kept  together 
since  the  time  of  issue.  This  and  the  next  four  lots  are  offered  on 
a provisional  basis. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  1329  through  1332  will  be  sold  on  a 
provisional  basis.  After  Lot  1332  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for 
lots  1329  through  1332  will  be  computed,  5%  will  be  added  to 
the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening  bid  for  Lot  1333.  If 
the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards  for  Lots 
1329  through  1332  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  exceeded, 
then  the  lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisionally  award  prices. 

NGC  Census:  18;  9 finer  (Proof-68  finest). 

In  1911,  the  Sand  Blast  Proofs  (official  terminology,  sometimes  changed 
to  Matte  Proof  today)  were  not  particularly  popular.  Collectors  preferred 
the  “brilliant”  or  mirror  style  of  earlier  times.  Gold  Proofs  of  this  year  were 
sold  both  individually  and  in  sets.  The  production  quantities  as  listed  in  the 
Guide  Book  ofUnited  States  Coins  include  191  for  the  quarter  eagle,  as  here, 
139  half  eagles,  95  eagles,  and  100  double  eagles.  Even  these  numbers,  as 
low  as  they  might  be,  do  not  necessarily  represent  quantities  totally  struck. 
Roger  W.  Burdette,  for  one,  has  been  doing  superb  research  on  Proofs  of 
this  era,  utilizing  the  National  Archives.  Certain  of  his  findings  have  been 
made  available  to  the  editors  of  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins, 
resulting  in  some  changes  and  evolutions  in  recent  editions. 

Today  in  2006,  Sand  Blast  Proofs  are  very  popular  with  numismatists, 
with  extensive  interest  shown  when  even  single  pieces  cross  the  auction 
block — never  mind  a full  set  as  in  this  section  of  our  catalogue.  Like  as 
not,  the  typical  coin  falls  far  below  those  offered  here,  in  terms  of  assigned 
number  and,  equally  important,  visual  appeal. 

Certification  services  seem  to  be  a magnet  for  Sand  Blast  Proof  coins, 
resulting  in  a fair  number  of  them  being  run  through  these  companies, 
vastly  inflating  the  true  scarcity  of  such  issues.  It  may  be  many  years  before 
a comparable  offering  of  a seemingly  original  1911  gold  Proof  set  crosses 
the  block.  Accordingly,  we  recommend  careful  contemplation  of  this  re- 
markable offering. 

PCGS  #007960 


1 

American  Numismatic  Raritiei 


(jhe  Q^erv  ^)otk  Qfvonnomeui j Collection  • SESSION  Two 


Superb  Gem  1911  HalfEagle 


1330  1911  half  eagle.  Proof-66  (NGC).  The  second  coin  in  this  set 


is  folly  up  to  par  with  the  others — pristine  condition,  superb  eye 
appeal,  and  everything  else  desirable.  Although  mintage  figures 
suggest  that  139  Matte  Proofs  were  made,  today  they  are  available 
only  occasionally,  and  then  not  usually  in  the  quality  offered  here. 
Again,  we  suggest  contemplating  individually  the  coins  offered  as 
well  as  the  possibility  of  acquiring  them  as  a complete  set. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  1329  through  1332  will  be  sold  on  a 
provisional  basis,  as  described  in  Lot  1329. 

NGC  Census:  14;  12  finer  (Proof-68  finest). 

PCGS  #008542 


Superb  Gem  1911  Eagle 

Lowest  Proof  Mintage 


2x  photo 


i 1331  1911  eagle.  Proof-67  (NGC).  In  keeping  with  the  quality  of  the 
other  coins  offered  here,  the  present  1911  is  absolutely  gorgeous. 
No  finer  example  has  ever  been  seen  by  us — a remarkable  state- 


ment, as  our  experts  probably  have  handled  as  much  rare  gold  as 
any  professional  team  in  existence. 

Among  1911  Proof  gold  coins  the  eagle  registers  the  lowest  pro- 
duction, just  95  pieces.  Probably  not  many  more  than  50  or  so  exist 
today,  few  of  which  can  compare  to  this.  Again,  we  suggest  careful 
contemplation  of  this  coin  as  well  as  the  set  of  which  it  is  a part. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  1329  through  1332  will  be  sold  on  a 
provisional  basis,  as  described  in  Lot  1329. 

NGC  Census:  7;  2 finer  (Proof-68  finest). 

PCGS  #008893 


Superb  Gem  1911  Double  Eagle 


1332  1911  double  eagle.  Proof-67  (NGC).  Absolutely  magnificent! 
This  specimen,  virtual  perfection,  cannot  be  much  different  than 
the  day  it  was  created  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  Of  the  100  Proofs 
struck,  probably  not  many  more  than  half  that  number  exist  today, 
most  of  which  do  not  hold  a candle  to  this.  Quality,  rarity,  and 
original  preservation  come  together  to  create  a masterpiece. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  1329  through  1332  will  be  sold  on  a 
provisional  basis,  as  described  in  Lot  1329. 

NGC  Census:  9;  3 finer  (Proof-68  finest). 

PCGS  #009208 
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Full  1911  Gem  Gold  Set 

Superb  Proofs 


1333  1911  Proof  set  certified  by  NGC  This  lot  represents  the  preced- 
ing four  lots  offered  as  a single  lot.  It  may  be  many  years,  if  ever  in 
your  lifetime,  that  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a 191 1 gold  Proof  set 
of  this  quality  is  offered. 

As  individually  described  in  Lots  1329  through  1332  above.  At 
this  point  in  the  sale,  the  provisional  awards  for  Lots  1329  through 
1332  will  be  totaled,  5%  will  be  added,  and  this  will  constitute 
the  opening  bid  for  the  current  lot.  Lot  1333.  If  this  bid  is  met  or 
exceeded,  the  provisional  awards  will  be  cancelled  and  the  coins 
will  be  owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on  the  present  lot.  (Total: 
4 pieces) 


Pattern  Coins 


Pleasing  1851 J-128A  Pattern  Cent 


1334  “1851”  pattern  cent.  Judd-128A,  Pollock-150.  Rarity-8. 
Proof-65  (PCGS).  Billon.  Reeded  edge.  A lovely  example  pre- 
senting warm,  lustrous  nickel-colored  surfaces  with  some  hints 
of  soft  gold  iridescence.  A piece  which,  remarkably,  appears  fully 
original  in  every  respect.  Sharply  struck,  and  with  faint  die  polish- 
ing lines  seen  on  both  sides.  A rare  piece,  tied  for  finest  graded  by 
PCGS,  and  housed  in  that  firm’s  first  generation  holder. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

This  was  one  of  a number  of  pattern  cents  made  in  1850  and  1851, 
intended  to  be  of  annular  or  ring-like  form,  with  a perforation  at  the  center 
(the  perforation  space  on  the  present  coin  with  the  raised  rim,  but  without 
the  center  cut  out). 

The  price  of  copper  was  rising  on  the  market,  and  the  old  “large” 
copper  cents  of  regular  circulation  were  becoming  increasingly  expensive 
to  produce.  As  copper  cents  and  half  cents  were  profit  centers  for  the 
Mint  and  helped  pay  much  of  the  expenses,  keeping  the  costs  down  was 
essential.  Accordingly,  beginning  in  1850,  and  continuing  through  1856, 
many  different  patterns  of  lighter  weight  and  different  metal  compositions 
were  tried,  finally  culminating  in  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent,  the  design  of 
which  was  adopted  in  1857. 

PCGS  #011548 

Famous  1858  Transitional  Cent 

Indian  Head  Style  of  1859 


1335  1858  pattern  one  cent.  Judd-208,  Pollock-253.  Rarity-1. 
Proof-62  (PCGS).  Copper  nickel.  Plain  edge.  A lovely  example 


of  the  exceedingly  popular  J-208  cent,  so  popular  in  the  late  1850s 
and  early  1860s  that  the  mint  used  a number  of  different  die  pairs 
to  create  them  for  sale  to  collectors.  Today,  the  popularity  is  even 
greater,  as  patterns  are  very  widely  collected. 

The  obverse  is  of  the  Indian  Head  style  as  regularly  adopted 
in  1859,  but  dated  1858.  The  reverse  is  with  laurel  wreath,  also 
as  adopted  in  1859.  Such  pieces  were  made  in  1858  and  sold  in 
sets.  Later,  additional  strikmgs  were  made.  Today,  J-208  is  fairly 
available,  probably  with  close  to  1,000  pieces  known  across  the 
different  varieties.  However,  in  absolute  terms  it  is  two  or  three 
times  rarer  than  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  pattern. 

PCGS  #011885 


Curious  and  Rare  1858  J-222  500 

Finest  PCGS  Grade 


2x  photo 

1336  1858  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-222,  P-265.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-63 
(PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Gunmetal-blue  and  gray  toning 
with  hints  of  gold  and  brown  over  silver  surfaces.  Some  softness  is 
noted  at  the  reverse  center,  but  this  is  minor  and  other  details  are 
sharp.  A very  curious  pattern,  a numismatic  delicacy  made  up  by 
the  minions  ofjames  Ross  Snowden  sometime  after  spring  1859, 
or,  possibly  even  in  1858.  The  obverse  is  a regular  issue  1858-dated 
die,  not  a Proof,  but  a circulation  strike  die.  Such  dies  were  kept 
on  hand  in  later  years  at  the  Mint.  The  reverse  is  a pattern  die  by 
Anthony  C.  Paquet,  of  a later  date,  and  also  of  a later  die  state.  This 
scenario  is  described  in  United  States  Patterns,  by  J.  Hewitt  Judd. 
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Among  the  pattern  half  dollars  of  this  era,  J-222  is  one  of  the 
more  elusive,  and  the  present  specimen  has  been  off  the  market  for 
years,  perhaps  back  into  the  1980s.  The  finest  graded  by  PCGS,  and 
housed  in  a first  generation  holder.  Accordingly,  for  the  specialist 
this  will  be  a particularly  interesting  item. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #011916 


( 1337  1859  pattern  cent.  J-227,  P-271.  Rarity-6-.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Copper  nickel.  Appears  to  be  plain  edge  although  Judd  indicated 
reeded  edge.  A lovely  example.  So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to 
determine,  all  examples  of  J-227  have  a plain  edge.  The  notation 
in  the  Judd  text  saying  reeded  edge  is  slated  for  changing  in  the  10th 
edition. 

The  obverse  features  the  regular  die  of  the  1859  Indian  cent. 
An  area  of  light  striking  is  seen  among  the  lettering  to  the  right. 
The  toning  is  gorgeous — light  gold  with  splashes  of  iridescence. 
The  reverse  is  a pattern  die  with  oak  wreath  surmounted  by  an 
ornamented  shield.  This  particular  style  of  shield  was  considered 
for  use  as  a regular  issue  and  appeared  on  certain  patterns  of  1858. 
However,  it  was  found  that  at  a quick  glance  it  resembled  a harp, 
and  the  idea  of  using  it  was  dismissed. 

PCGS  #011931 


| 1338  1859  pattern  cent.  J-228,  P-272.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Copper  nickel.  Plain  edge.  A lovely  example  of  this  very  desirable 
but  relatively  unknown  issue,  the  present  piece  is  well  struck  and 
has  light  golden  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  The  obverse  is  the 
regular  Indian  Head  style  of  1859,  with  the  date  in  curved  numer- 
als (as  seen  on  all  dies).  The  reverse  has  an  oak  wreath  with  shield 
at  the  top,  the  regular  issue  of  1860.  A highly  desirable  issue,  well 
worth  purchase  consideration. 

NGC  Census:  31;  6 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Collectors  of  pattern  coins  know  this  issue  well.  Today  there  are  some- 
what fewer  than  1,000  specimens  known,  nearly  all  of  which  are  choice  or 
gem  Mint  State.  It  has  been  suggested  by  some  that  these  are  a regular  issue, 
put  into  circulation  late  in  1859,  but  we  have  encountered  no  contemporary 
reports  of  this.  Further,  we  have  never  seen  a well  circulated  piece. 

In  the  18th  edition  of  the  Standard  Catalog  of  United  States  Coins, 
this  variety  was  listed  among  regular  issues,  reflecting  editor  John  J.  Ford’s 
opinion  that  it  had  regular  issue  status.  More  about  the  variety  is  discussed 
in  Dave  Bowers  A Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents. 

PCGS  #011932 


1339  1863  pattern  two  cents.  J— 312,  P-377.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64  BN 
(NGC).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  A sharply  struck  example  with  the 
variant  motto  GOD  OUR  TRUST.  Designed  somewhat  similar 
to  the  adopted  issue,  but  with  the  word  CENTS  more  curved  on 
the  reverse.  Pale  brown-blue  surfaces  on  both  sides. 

The  year  1863  saw  a remarkable  number  of  different  patterns  made  for 
the  proposed  new  denomination,  the  two-cent  piece.  After  experimentation 
the  denomination  became  a reality,  and  by  the  summer  of  1864  examples 
were  frequently  seen  in  circulation.  Although  several  ideas  were  proposed  for 
mottoes,  the  term  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  the  one  finally  selected. 

PCGS  #060467 


1863  J-319  Pattern  3^ 

Solo  Finest  PCGS  Coin 


1340  1863  pattern  three  cents.  J-319,  P-384.  Rarity-5.  Original. 
Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  A lovely  gem  speci- 
men, as  nice  as  we  have  ever  seen,  and  the  finest  PCGS  has  graded 
(though  they  did  so  many  years  ago,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  first 
generation  holder).  Pristine  surfaces  with  considerable  aesthetic 
appeal.  The  obverse  is  a rich  blend  of  coppery  orange  and  brown, 
while  the  reverse  is  uniformly  lustrous  olive-brown.  The  strike  is 
exquisite  and  the  eye  appeal  is  marvelous  overall.  This  coin  generates 
excitement  upon  viewing,  and  though  a somewhat  less  rare  pat- 
tern issue,  it  is  not  often  seen.  The  present  example  is  thus  doubly 
important  for  its  Judd  number,  and  as  the  finest  graded  by  PCGS. 
Be  careful  when  you  inspect  this,  or  you  may  have  to  own  it! 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer. 

PCGS  #070477 
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Impressive  1865  Dollar  in  Copper 

Regular  Liberty  Seated  Dies 


1341  1865  pattern  dollar.  J-437,  P-510.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-55 
(PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A very  attractive,  extremely 
rare,  yet  readily  affordable  example  of  a pattern  that  is  scarcely 
ever  seen:  an  impression  in  copper  from  the  regular  dies  used  to 
strike  Proof  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
show  very  light  wear,  perhaps  from  being  carried  as  a pocket  piece 

I (it  is  difficult  to  envision  how  such  a coin  could  have  been  used 

in  circulation).  Toned  a rich  brown  leather  color,  the  piece  is  very 
attractive  today. 

Although  the  1865  Liberty  Seated  dollar  with  the  pattern 
reverse  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  comes  on  the  market  with  some 
frequency,  that  is  not  the  case  with  the  regular  issue  reverse  as  here. 
An  important  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  2 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-64  R13 
finest). 

PCGS  #060622 


Splendid  1866  J-490  Copper  Pattern  5^ 

Highest  PCGS  Grade 


1342  1866  pattern  five  cents.  J-490,  P-578.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  BN 
(PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  A splendid  specimen  of  this  popular 
issue,  the  present  piece  has  rich,  warm  brown  surfaces  with  some 
hints  of  red.  The  striking  is  exquisite — with  every  detail  sharply 
defined. 

The  obverse  is  somewhat  similar  to  the  regularly  adopted  issue, 
but  with  the  shield  device  placed  lower  on  the  coin,  necessarily 
causing  the  date  to  be  divided  as  18  66.  The  reverse  is  a pattern 
style  not  used  for  regular  circulation  and  is  commonly  referred  to 
as  the  “Dutch  five.”  Surrounding  is  a heavy  wreath  with  prominent 
berries,  outside  of which  is  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

The  Whitman  book  by  Dave  Bowers,  The  Official  Red  Book  of  Shield  and 
Liberty  Head  Nickels,  due  to  be  released  this  spring,  devotes  a special  chapter 
to  pattern  nickel  five-cent  pieces  and  their  fascinating  background. 

PCGS  #060686 




1866  J-491  Pattern  5 0 


2x  photo 

1343  1866  pattern  five  cents.  J-491,  P-578.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64 


BN  (PCGS).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Another  example  of  the  design 
as  foregoing,  but  said  to  be  in  bronze.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
are  sharply  struck  with  excellent  detail.  The  surfaces  are  medium 
brown,  with  some  areas  of  lightness.  A few  toning  spots  are  scat- 
tered across  the  obverse.  Probably  some  careful  conservation  might 
elevate  this  into  the  gem  category  (see  notes  below).  Rare  and 
among  the  finest  known. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-65  BN 
finest). 

Quite  a few  copper  and  bronze  coins  have  been  “conserved”  profes- 
sionally, this  according  to  correspondence  from  Saul  Teichman,  consum- 
mate scholar  of  the  pattern  series.  Many  of  the  coins  once  owned  by  King 
Farouk  were  cleaned  and/or  lightly  polished,  making  them  impaired.  Since 
then,  they  have  been  stripped  down  to  basic  metal,  imperfections  removed, 
and  then  have  been  retoned.  Mr.  Teichman  states  that  certain  ex-Farouk 
pieces  graded  within  the  past  several  years  as  Proof-60  or  61,  but  cleaned 
or  polished,  have  now  been  certified  without  further  comment  at  the 
choice  and  gem  level. 

The  presently-offered  nickel  five-cent  piece,  although  it  shows  no  sign 
of  cleaning  or  polishing,  is  a bit  dull  and  does  have  some  spots.  Perhaps 
professional  conservation  would  be  beneficial. 

Curiously,  the  word  conservation  is  often  talked  about  just  in  whis- 
pers. The  same  is  true  of  dipping,  a very  common  procedure  by  collectors 
and  dealers  alike,  but  hardly  ever  mentioned  in  print.  Often,  enlightened 
conservation  can  improve  the  appearance  and  value  of  a coin.  On  the 
other  hand,  careless  cleaning  often  lowers  the  value.  A discussion  of  this 
is  beyond  the  scope  of  a footnote  in  the  present  auction  catalogue,  but  is 
interesting  to  contemplate. 

PCGS  #060687 
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1867  J-573  Pattern  5^ 

Transitional  Issue  in  Copper 
Solo  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


1344  1867  pattern  five  cents.  J-573,  P-649.  Rarity-6-.  MS-65  BN 
(PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Light  brown  surfaces  on  both  sides, 
with  some  hints  of  lighter  color.  Sharply  struck.  A striking  from  the 
regular  1867  Shield  nickel  dies,  but  in  copper  (or  bronze)  instead 
of  nickel  alloy.  Among  Mint  State  pieces,  this  is  the  finest  graded 
by  PCGS.  Interestingly,  when  this  coin  was  struck,  from  a pair 
of  production  dies,  the  obverse  had  cracked  slightly.  The  reverse 
is  essentially  pristine.  The  style  of  the  reverse  is  that  with  a star 
pointing  slightly  to  the  left  of  the  center  of  the  space  between  AM 
(AMERICA). 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #060884 


1345  1868  pattern  five  cents.  J-624,  P-693.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-64 
CAM  (PCGS).  Nickel  alloy.  Plain  edge.  Superb  in  appearance, 
this  coin,  while  only  “Proof-64”  has  eye  appeal  suggesting  an  even 
higher  attribution.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  brilliant  with 
cameo  contrast.  A delightful  piece  that  will  be  a joy  to  own. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  9 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-66  fin- 
est). 

PCGS  #060841 


Gem  1868  J-638  Half  Dime 

Nickel  Alloy 


1346  1868  pattern  half  dime.  J-638,  P-710.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-65 
(PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  A superb  coin,  gem  quality  by  as- 
signed number  and  also  visual  appeal,  this  1868  half  dime  has  a lot 
going  for  it.  The  dies  are  those  used  to  strike  regular  Proofs  in  silver, 
but  here  on  a nickel  alloy  planchet.  This  alloy  was  difficult  to  strike 
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up  properly,  and  there  is  some  normal  lightness  at  the  upper  left  of 
the  reverse. 

Although  this  particular  pattern  has  been  assigned  a low  Rar- 
ity-6 status,  and  a dozen  certification  events  have  taken  place  at 
this  or  higher  levels  by  PCGS,  likely  the  issue  is  a bit  scarcer  than 
these  numbers  indicate.  In  any  event,  among  those  that  exist,  this 
is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  7 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 

PCGS  #060856 


1347  1869  pattern  five  cents.  J-684,  P-763.  Rarity-5.  Proof-50 
(PCGS).  Nickel  alloy.  Plain  edge.  Light  lilac  toning.  A rarity  in 
this  grade,  as  most  are  graded  higher.  This  is  interesting  philosophi- 
cally, perhaps  a reality  check  on  population  reports.  The  present 
coin,  struck  as  a pattern,  may  have  been  carried  as  a pocket  piece. 
Whatever  the  circumstances,  it  has  acquired  even,  light  wear  on 
both  sides.  Today  it  is  appealing  at  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  #060909 


1348  1869  pattern  twenty-five  cents.  J-727,  P-808.  Rarity-5. 
Proof-64  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  A lovely  specimen  with 
splendid  iridescent  toning,  primarily  lilac  at  the  centers  changing 
to  gunmetal-blue  and  gray,  with  some  hints  of  gold.  Nicely  struck. 
Exceptional  quality  for  this  variety,  probably  fully  equal  to  some 
that  have  been  graded  higher. 

PCGS  #060954 


1349  1869  pattern  twenty-five  cents.  J-733,  P-814.  Rarity-5. 
Proof-63  CAM  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  A lovely  specimen, 
brilliant  with  excellent  eye  appeal,  of  this  popular  variety' — one  of 
several  hundred  pieces  produced  in  the  Standard  Silver  pattern  series 
across  several  different  denominations  within  this  time  frame.  This 
piece  is  highly  affordable  and  will  make  a nice  addition  to  a fine 
collection. 

PCGS  #060960 
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Appealing  1869  J-759  Half  Dollar 
Standard  Silver  in  Aluminum 
None  Finer  Graded 


1350  1869  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-759,  P-843.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65 
CAM  (PCGS).  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  With  brilliant  surfaces 
accenting  the  designs,  this  is  a very  appealing  example  ofJ-759,  one 
of  a large  selection  of  different  issues  produced  within  the  Standard 
Silver  series.  The  obverse  features  Miss  Liberty,  facing  right,  with 
LIBERTY  on  a ribbon  in  her  hair,  with  a star  on  her  forehead. 
The  reverse  has  inscriptions  referring  to  the  Standard  Silver  series. 
The  present  piece  retains  nearly  full  original  brilliance  and  is  quite 
attractive. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

The  Standard  Silver  series  was  originally  envisioned  in  the  late  1860s 
as  a replacement  for  the  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  By  that  time  Liberty 
Seated  silver  of  regular  design  had  not  been  seen  in  circulation  in  the  East 
and  Midwest  since  spring  1862,  when  the  public,  fearful  of  the  outcome 
of  the  Civil  War,  commenced  hoarding  such  pieces.  After  the  war  ended 
there  were  still  economic  uncertainties,  and  silver  pieces  remained  hidden. 
By  1869  most  transactions  were  accomplished  in  paper  money,  including 
Fractional  Currency  notes,  as  well  as  scattered  minor  coins.  It  was  envisioned 
that  foDowing  a pattern  coinage,  regular  issues  would  be  struck  in  silver  as 
part  of  the  Standard  Silver  series,  but  of  slightly  smaller  diameter  and  lower 
weight  than  the  old  Liberty  Seated  coins,  thus  making  them  unattractive 
for  the  public  to  hoard — as  the  intrinsic  or  metal  value  would  not  be  up 
to  par.  However,  despite  good  intentions  the  Standard  Silver  series  never 
went  beyond  pattern  form. 

This  coincided  with  a period  at  the  Mint  in  which  various  insiders  made 
large  profits  by  creating  rarities  that  were  quietly  filtered  out  to  favored 
numismatists,  most  likely  William  K.  Idler,  prominent  local  dealer,  receiv- 
ing the  lion’s  share.  As  Mint  officials  and  politicians  were  well  connected, 
there  was  no  such  thing  as  an  official  government  investigation  of  the 
goings-on,  and  for  a long  period  of  time,  indeed  beginning  in  a significant 
way  in  spring  1859  and  not  ending  until  spring  1885,  the  facility  became 
what  historian  Don  Taxay  called  “a  workshop  for  their  gain.”  The  public 
benefited  Little.  Today  in  2006,  numismatists  can  be  grateful  for  all  of  these 
unofficial  activities,  for  otherwise  there  would  be  relatively  few  pattern 
coins  from  this  era  to  collect! 

PCGS  #060989 


*1 


1869  $10  Struck  in  Aluminum 
J-782  from  Regular  Dies 
Finest  PCGS  Grade 


1351  1869  pattern  ten  dollars.  J-782,  P-867.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-65 
(PCGS)  . Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  Fully  brilliant  surfaces  offer- 
ing highly  reflective  fields  and  lustrous  satiny  devices.  An  attractive 
combination  which  perhaps  appears  more  strikingly  beautiful  in 
aluminum  than  most  other  compositions.  Somewhat  softly  struck 
on  the  obverse,  with  softness  noted  on  the  highest  portion  of  the 
design,  while  the  star  centers  and  entire  reverse  are  fully  executed. 
A pristine  coin  of  which  PCGS  has  certified  only  two  at  this  level, 
with  none  finer.  The  present  piece  resides  in  a first  generation 
PCGS  holder  and  has  been  off  the  market  since  the  time  it  was 
graded.  Quite  unlike  the  aluminum  striking  of  the  preceding  year, 
1868,  the  1869  eagle  in  aluminum  is  extremely  rare.  Long  periods  of 
time  typically  elapse  between  market  appearances.  A rare  prize. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #061014 


1352 


1870  pattern  ten  cents.  J-833,  P-923.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-65 
RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A lovely  issue,  well  struck,  I 
with  nearly  full  brown  surfaces,  just  a hint  of  “red.”  The  obverse  I 
depicts  Barber’s  version  of  a Liberty  Seated  design,  facing  left,  as  I 
used  on  other  silver  denominations.  The  reverse  is  the  regular  die  ot 
the  era,  used  to  strike  Proof  coins.  This  is  a popular  and  somewhat  1 
scarce  pattern,  with  just  one  graded  finer  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-66  RB). 

PCGS  #071077 


2x  photo 
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Extremely  Rare  1870  J-839  Pattern  10^ 

Solo  Finest  NGC  Grade 


1353  1870  pattern  ten  cents.  J-839,  P-930.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-66 
BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A lovely  example,  iridescent 
brown  with  some  hints  of  red,  of  one  of  the  more  elusive  Standard 
Silver  issues  of  the  era.  Only  a handful  exist.  The  elusive  nature  of 
the  variety  is  underscored  by  the  fact  that  this  is  the  finest  graded 
by  NGC,  with  no  others  at  this  level.  The  obverse  depicts  Miss 
Liberty  with  stars  in  her  diadem,  facing  right,  with  inscriptions  sur- 
rounding. The  reverse  is  a pattern-style  wreath,  not  used  on  regular 
issues,  but  employed  on  different  Standard  Silver  denominadons. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer. 

PCGS  #061083 


Important  1870  J-873  Pattern  10y 

Finest  NGC  Graded 


1354  1870  pattern  ten  cents.  J-873,  P-970.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-66 
BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A lovely  example,  sharply 
struck,  in  copper  from  regular  Proof  dies.  This  is  the  finest  graded 
by  NGC,  with  no  others  at  this  level.  The  number  of  pieces  known 
can  only  be  estimated,  but  high  Rarity-7  seems  to  fill  the  bill.  No 
doubt  once  this  piece  is  sold  the  opportunity  to  acquire  another 
may  not  occur  any  time  soon.  A truly  beautiful  coin,  well  struck 
and  of  excellent  appearance.  A find  for  the  pattern  specialist. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #061122 


1355  1870  pattern  twenty-five  cents.  J-888,  P-987.  Rarity-5.  Proof- 
64  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  A lovely  example  of  this  popular 
issue,  the  present  piece  is  bright  silver  with  delicate  golden  toning. 
The  striking  is  good,  and  all  other  elements  are  just  right. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  3 finer  (Proof-65  finest). 
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On  this  and  nearly  all  other  Standard  Silver  patterns  the  Proof  dies  were 
not  completely  finished,  with  the  result  that  many  raised  preparation  marks 
can  still  be  seen.  This  situation  is  standard  and  is  quite  interesting. 


PCGS  #061132 


Elusive  1870  J-944  Pattern  Half  Dollar 

Aluminum 

Remarkably  High  Grade 


1356  1870  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-944,  P-1072.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-62 
(NGC).  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  Although  checking  in  at  “only” 
Proof-62  at  NGC,  it  stands  as  the  second  finest  graded — by  virtue 
of  the  overall  rarity  of  the  variety.  Just  a handful  of  specimens  are 
known. 

The  present  piece  is  of  a bright  aluminum  color,  well  struck, 
and  a nice  exemplar  from  one  of  the  more  popular  pattern  series 
of  the  era.  The  obverse  features  Miss  Liberty  facing  to  the  right, 
two  stars  near  her  forehead,  and  with  LIBERTY  on  a scroll  behind 
her  neck. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  (Proof-65). 

From  a technical  viewpoint  it  is  important  to  understand  that  the  vast 
majority  of  dies  in  the  Standard  Silver  series,  generally  1869  and  1870, 
were  not  given  a highly  polished  finish.  Accordingly,  the  majority  of  them 
have  many  raised  parallel  designs  going  in  different  directions.  To  the  un- 
initiated these  resemble  hairlines  from  cleaning  (and,  on  some  examples, 
there  are  indeed  hairlines).  However,  for  pristine  examples,  these  lines  are 
perfectly  normal. 

PCGS  #061190 


Remarkably  Rare  and  Beautiful  J-956  50y 

None  Higher  Graded  by  PCGS 


1357  1870  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-956,  P-1100.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-65 
CAM  (PCGS).  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  Ranking  high  in  terms 
of  grade  (none  finer  certified  by  PCGS),  of  exquisite  beauty  (“like 
new”)  and  of  unquestioned  rarity,  this  example  will  create  much 
interest  among  specialists.  The  coin  is  bright,  attractive,  and  stands 
as  a particularly  nice  example,  not  only  of  the  variety  but  of  the 
series  in  general. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

There  is  some  very  lightness  of  strike  at  the  center  of  the  obverse  and 
reverse,  this  being  normal  and  not  financially  significant.  The  dies  for  this 
and  other  varieties  are  mostly  hand-cut. 

PCGS  #061202 
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Proof  1870  $10  in  Copper 

J- 1035  from  Regular  Dies 


2x  photo 


1358  1870  pattern  ten  dollars.  J-1035,  P-1170.  Rarity-8.  Proof-64 
RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A lovely  specimen  which  in 
our  opinion  challenges  the  gem  level  for  surface  quality.  Heavily 
toned  reddish  brown,  mostly  toward  the  brown  end  of  the  scale, 
but  with  attractive  violet  overtones.  Some  iridescent  toning  is 
seen  around  the  rims.  A lovely  specimen  of  a first  class  rarity,  a 
coin  which  is  seldom  seen  in  the  marketplace,  and  is  represented 
here  by  the  finest  specimen  PCGS  has  graded.  Housed  in  a first 
generation  PCGS  holder,  and  off  the  market  since  it  was  seen  by 
PCGS  in  the  late  1980s.  Another  important  opportunity  for  the 
pattern  connoisseur. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #071284 


1359  1871  pattern  five  cents.  J-1051,  P-1185.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-64 
BN  (PCGS).  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  sharply  struck.  The 
color  is  basically  brown  with  ample  iridescent  hues  including  sea 
green  and  magenta.  The  protected  areas  around  the  motif  and 
letters  are  somewhat  lighter  in  color. 

The  obverse  features  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  similar  to  that 
used  on  the  contemporary  nickel  three-cent  piece.  During  this 
general  period  thought  was  given  to  standardizing  the  cent,  nickel 
three-cent,  and  nickel  five-cent  series  to  all  use  the  same  design. 
Extensive  patterns  in  this  regard  were  made  in  the  late  1860s  and 
again  in  1881. 

The  reverse  of  this  particular  pattern  is  one  of  the  best  known 
in  the  series.  The  V is  backward,  shaded  on  the  right  rather  than 
the  left,  giving  it  a most  curious  appearance. 

PCGS  #061310 


Splendid  1871 J-1087  Pattern  100 
Regular  Dies  in  Copper 
Highest  PCGS  Grade 


1360  1871  pattern  ten  cents.  J-1087,  P-1223.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-65 
RD  (PCGS).  A splendid  example  with  unquestioned  rarity  and, 
equally  important,  superb  eye  appeal.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
are  bright  red-orange  copper,  pristine,  and  not  often  seen  as  such 
(across  any  copper  pattern  of  this  year,  not  referring  to  this  variety). 
Dies  used  to  make  regular  pattern  dimes  were  placed  into  service  to 
strike  a limited  number  of  copper  issues  as  numismatic  delicacies. 
These  were  neither  publicized  nor  widely  distributed  in  their  time. 
PCGS  has  graded  two  at  this  level,  with  none  finer.  Whether  the 
other  grading  incident  represents  a different  coin  or  a resubmission 
of  this  one,  we  do  not  know. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #081346 
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1871  Indian  Princess  Pattern  $1 
J-1146  in  Silver 
Highest  NGC  Grade 


2x  photo 

1361  1871  pattern  dollar.  J-1146,  P-1288.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64 
(NGC).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  With  attractive  iridescent  surfaces  and 
one  of  the  most  popular  designs  among  patterns  of  this  issue,  the 
present  coin  is  a winner  on  all  counts.  Both  sides  show  medium 
to  light  golden  and  brown  toning  with  splashes  of  blue.  This  coin 
shares  the  highest  grade  assigned  by  NGC,  with  just  one  other. 

The  obverse  isjames  B.  Longacre’s  Indian  Princess  pattern  de- 
sign, produced  posthumously  (Longacre  died  onjanuary  1 , 1869). 
Miss  Liberty  in  the  form  of  an  Indian  Princess  is  seen  seated  on  a 
globe  inscribed  LIBERTY,  facing  left,  and  holding  a liberty  cap  on 
a pole.  Behind  her  are  two  flags.  Stars  surround.  The  reverse  is  the 
standard  die  of  the  era  normally  used  to  strike  Proofs  for  sets. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

From  the  Share  Collection. 

PCGS  #061408 
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Magnificent  1871  $20  in  Copper 

J-1176  from  Regular  Dies 


2 x photo 

1362  1871  pattern  twenty  dollars.  J-1176,  P-1318.  Rarity-7+. 
Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid 
specimen  with  rich  orange-brown  toning  on  both  sides,  and  violet 
overtones.  Sharply  struck,  with  the  central  details  fully  defined. 
A copper  impression  of  the  regular  Proof  dies  of  this  year,  made 
as  a numismatic  delicacy,  and  not  openly  available  to  collectors, 
numismatic  societies,  or  others  at  the  time  such  pieces  were  struck. 
The  surfaces  are  somewhat  more  lustrous  rather  than  having  deep 
reflectivity.The  mintage  is  unknown,  but  today  only  a handful  exist, 
of  which  this  certainly  must  be  one  of  the  nicest.  Housed  in  a first 
generation  PCGS  holder,  probably  placed  there  in  the  late  1980s, 
and  still  ranking  as  one  of  the  finest  graded  by  that  firm.  Long  ago 
part  of  a complete  pattern  set  of  1871  gold  issues  struck  in  copper, 
aluminum,  and  nickel,  last  offered  provisionally  by  Paramount  in 
1977  at  the  request  of  their  consignor.  The  lots  sold  individually 
at  that  time. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

From  Pine  Tree’s  first  annual  Walter  Breen  Gold  Sale,  March  1974 
(as  part  of  a complete  pattern  set  of  1871  gold  coins  in  copper,  aluminum  and 
nickel);  Paramount’s  sale  of  April  19 77,  Lot  183  (individually). 

PCGS  #071439 
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Dramatic  1871  $20  in  Aluminum 

J-1177  from  Regular  Dies 


Compelling  1873  Cent  in  Nickel 

Close  3,  Extremely  Rare 


37 
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2 x photo 


1363  1871  pattern  twenty  dollars.  J-1177,  P-1319.  Rarity-8.  Proof- 
65  (PCGS).  Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  A dramatic  specimen, 
brilliant,  sharply  struck,  and  absolutely  gorgeous  to  behold.  Only 
a few  trivial  handling  marks  are  detected,  while  the  highly  reflective 
fields  contrast  nicely  against  the  matte  devices.  Another  pattern  of 
compelling  desirability,  off  the  market  for  a long  time  and  housed 
in  a first  generation  PCGS  holder.  As  with  the  copper  striking  in 
the  previous  lot,  this  piece  was  once  part  of  a complete  pattern 
set  of  1871  gold  denominations  struck  in  copper,  aluminum,  and 
nickel.  As  their  PCGS  serial  numbers  are  consecutive,  and  they 
both  appeared  in  the  April  1977  Paramount  sale,  it  is  probably  safe 
to  assume  that  this  is  their  first  public  offering  since  that  time.  To 
see  this  coin  is  to  want  to  own  it,  and  considering  the  high  rarity 
of  this  piece,  it  may  well  be  the  case  that  whether  you  own  an 
example  of  J-1177  in  your  lifetime  will  depend  on  whether  you 
are  the  successful  bidder  here.  Good  luck! 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (Proof-67). 

From  Pine  Tree’s  first  annual  Walter  Breen  Gold  Sale,  March  1974 
(as  part  of  a complete  pattern  set  of  1871  gold  coins  in  copper,  aluminum  and 
nickel);  Paramount’s  sale  of  April  1977,  Lot  184  (individually). 

PCGS  #061440 


1364  1873  pattern  cent.  J-1257,  P-1398.  Rarity-8.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Nickel.  Plain  edge.  Talk  about  spectacular,  this  coin  is!  We  have  here 
an  impression  from  regular  circulation  strike  dies,  1873  Close  3, 
on  a nickel  alloy  planchet.  The  coin  is  richly  and  highly  lustrous  on 
both  sides,  fully  original  and  very  attractive.  The  obverse  is  sharp, 
with  only  faint  softness  most  notable  at  the  Y of  LIBERTY,  addi- 
tionally, fine  spidery  die  cracks  are  seen  in  the  legend.  The  reverse 
is  softly  struck  with  somewhat  weak  peripheral  detail.  Faint  die 
striations  are  seen  on  this  side,  remnants  of  die  polishing.  While 
copper-nickel  and  nickel  alloy  numismatic  delicacies  are  sometimes 
seen  for  1865  and  1866,  a generation  could  well  lapse  before  another 
example  of  an  1873  cent  is  offered.  Case  in  point,  according  to  the 
Judd  reference,  the  last  public  offering  of  this  variety  in  nickel  was  in 
an  October  1955  Bolender  sale.  While  this  coin  was  PCGS-graded 
in  the  late  1980s,  and  we  know  that  it  has  been  off  the  market  since 
that  time,  we  have  no  further  pedigree  information  available  and  it 
may  well  be  the  coin  offered  by  Bolender  a half-century  ago.  We 
would  not  want  to  guess  about  what  final  price  will  be  required 
to  become  the  next  owner  of  this  prize  when  it  crosses  the  block, 
but  we  would  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  fireworks  were  in  order. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #071542 


1365  1873  pattern  trade  dollar.  J-1322,  P-1465.  Rarity-4.  Proof- 
64  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  A lovely  pattern  trade  dollar, 
one  of  several  that  were  sold  in  sets  this  year.  The  present  piece  is 
absolutely  pristine,  with  attractive  iridescent  toning,  mainly  gun- 
metal-blue,  electric  blue,  and  gray,  but  with  hints  of  other  colors 
as  well,  particularly  rose  and  gold  on  the  obverse.  The  striking  is 
quite  good,  the  eye  appeal  is  beyond  compare,  and  everything  else 
is  in  good  order.  A few  trivial  surface  marks  account  for  the  grade, 
but  in  our  opinion  this  is  a superior  specimen.  Housed  in  a first 
generation  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  3 finer  (all  Proof-65). 

PCGS  #061608 
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Beautiful  J-1407  Pattern  20# 

Silver 


2x  photo 

1366  1875  pattern  twenty  cents.  J-1407,  P-1550.  Rarity-6-.  Proof- 


64  (PCGS).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Eye  appeal  comes  to  the  fore  with 
this  lovely  pattern  of  1875.  The  obverse  is  similar  to  the  adopted 
style,  with  Miss  Liberty  seated,  but  with  some  differences,  including 
the  word  LIBERTY  incuse  on  this  coin,  while  on  the  circulating 
issues  it  is  raised.  The  reverse  is  a pattern  die  with  the  denomina- 
tion curiously  expressed  twice,  once  as  1/5  of  a dollar  and,  on  the 
same  die,  TWENTY  CENTS. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  light  silver  with  gorgeous  delicate 
golden  toning — a treat  to  the  eye.  Here,  indeed,  is  a prize  issue,  one 
that  will  be  a joy  to  own.  As  a denomination,  twenty-cent  patterns 
are  rather  elusive.  Over  a long  period  of  years  several  collectors 
have  made  a specialty  of  this  single  denomination,  particularly  the 
issues  dated  1864  and  1865. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  2 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Flarry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection, 
Parti,  May  1999,  Lot  1119. 

PCGS  #061714 


1875  “Sailor  Head”  $10 
J-1444  Pattern 


2x  photo 


1367  1875  pattern  ten  dollars.  J-1444,  P-1588.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65 
BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  An  exceptionally  beautiful 
specimen  with  iridescent  surfaces  composed  of  deep  chocolate 
brown,  pale  blue,  magenta,  and  gold,  with  greenish  blue  and 
brown  predominating.  Very  sharply  struck,  with  fully  defined 
central  details.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  lustrous,  while  the  fields 
are  nicely  reflective.  A superb  specimen  housed  in  a first  genera- 
tion PCGS  holder,  and  tied  for  the  highest  numerically  graded  by 
that  service.  A lovely  and  rare  gem.  Depicted  is  William  Barber’s 
so-called  “Sailor  Head,”  a fanciful  description  which  upon  close 
examination  is  not  particularly  correct.  The  coronet  (not  a cap)  of 
Miss  Liberty  has  a pointed  top. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

The  art  ofWilliam  Barber  and  his  son  Charles  can  be  criticized,  and  often 
is.  On  the  present  coin  it  seems  that  the  word  LIBERTY  on  the  coronet 
should  have  been  in  letters  with  serifs  and  also  smaller.  The  portrait,  how- 
ever, is  done  nicely.  On  the  reverse  the  motto  in  tiny  letters,  E PLURIBUS 
UNUM,  seems  to  be  lost  above  the  eagle,  while  the  other  motto,  IN  GOD 
WE  TRUST,  in  a bold  ribbon  below,  is  perhaps  overly  strong,  making  the 
arrows  and  olive  branches  appear  weak.  The  eagle  is  generally  the  same 
as  used  on  pattern  20-cent  pieces  of  1874  and  regular  issues  beginning  in 
1875,  as  well  as  trade  dollars  first  regularly  minted  in  1873.  One  of  the  uses 
of  patterns  in  general  was  to  show  what  a proposed  design  would  look  like, 
in  addition  to  investigating  how  well  a design  would  strike  up  in  various 
metals.  Even  a cursory  look  at  many  patterns  would  immediately  reveal 
design  flaws  that  undoubtedly  spelled  the  demise  of  the  proposal.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  are  many  spectacularly  beautiful  issues  that  never  made  it 
into  production  for  reasons  unknown  today. 

PCGS  #061752 
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Popular  1879  Goloid  Dollar  Pattern 

Judd-1617,  Rarity-4 


2x  photo 

1368  1877  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-1514,  P-1678.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-66 
(NGC).  A splendid  specimen,  with  needle  sharp  striking,  pristine 
surfaces,  and  attractive  iridescent  toning,  this  half  dollar  represents 
one  of  the  most  important  patterns  to  cross  the  auction  block  in 
our  time.  Although  NGC  suggests  this  is  one  of  four  certification 
events,  likely  a smaller  number  of  different  coins  are  involved. 

For  many  years  the  1877  pattern  half  dollar  series  has  been  the 
Holy  Grail  of  specialists.  Although  there  are  many  favorites,  it  is 
generally  agreed  that  the  designs  by  George  T.  Morgan,  as  here,  are 
especially  beautilul.  Among  the  metals  of  coinage,  generally  silver 
and  copper  tor  each  combination,  the  silver  examples,  as  here,  are 
the  most  valuable  and  most  highly  desired.  Beyond  that,  aesthetic 
appeal  can  be  a great  challenge,  as  many  pieces  have  been  cleaned,  or 
hairlined,  or  have  other  problems.  When  a simply  elegant  example 
with  gorgeous  toning,  as  here,  crosses  the  block,  all  bets  are  off! 

The  obverse  features  George  Morgan’s  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty 
as  later  (1878)  used  in  larger  form  on  the  regular  issue  silver  dollar. 
Around  the  border  is  a circle  ofbeads,  beyond  which  are  elements 
including  E PLURIBUS  UNUM,  13  stars,  and  the  date.  Balancing 
the  design,  the  reverse  also  has  a circle  ofbeads,  beyond  which  will 
be  seen  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  / HALF  DOLLAR. 
Within  the  beads,  and  with  the  wing  tips  piercing  the  circle  (a  nice 
artistic  touch)  is  a defiant  eagle  with  upstretched  wings,  perched  on 
a cartouche  with  IN  GOD  / WE  TRUST  incuse,  with  olive  leaves 
to  the  left  and  three  lightning-form  arrowheads  to  the  right. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 
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For  detailed  information  concerning  this  and  other  1877  pattern  half 
dollars — dies,  combinations,  and  rarity — see  the  ninth  edition  of  United 
States  Patterns,  by  Dr.  J.  Hewittjudd,  edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  research 
supervised  by  Saul  Teichman.  These  coins  were  produced  under  the  wing 
of  Mint  Director  Henry  R.  Linderman,  an  enthusiastic  numismatist  who 
was  in  the  rather  pleasing  position  of  making  his  own  rarities!  He  did  share 
with  others,  and  those  in  the  inner  circle  were  allowed  to  acquire  pattern 
1877  halves  and  other  delicacies.  The  value  of  such  pieces  being  substantial, 
certain  of  them  soon  found  their  way  out  of  the  Mint  and  appeared  on  the 
market,  such  as  in  the  auction  sales  conducted  in  Philadelphia  by  John  W. 
Haseltine  and  in  sales  to  the  leading  buyer  of  the  era,  T.  Harrison  Garrett 
of  Baltimore,  Maryland.  For  further  reading  about  Garrett,  including 
original  correspondence  relating  to  1877  half  dollars,  see  Q.  David  Bowers’ 
book.  The  History  of  United  States  Coinage  as  Illustrated  by  the  Garrett 
Collection,  1979. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  Rarities  Sale,  August  1998,  Lot  2079. 

PCGS  #061852 
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Incredibly  Important  1877  Pattern  Half  Dollar 
J-1514  in  Silver 
None  Finer  Graded 


Superb  1884  J-1724  Pattern 

“Holey”  Nickel 


1370  1884  pattern  five  cents.  J-1724,  P-1934.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-65 
(PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  medium  gray 
surfaces  with  faint  golden  gray  overtones.  Very  sharply  struck 
with  full  definition  of  the  star  centers  and  all  shield  lines.  In  all,  a 
lovely  gem  specimen  of  the  so-called  “Holey”  design  said  to  have 
been  proposed  by  well  known  artist  Eastman  Johnson.  The  exact 
reason  for  having  a hole  at  the  center  of  the  five-cent  piece  is  not 


1369  1879  pattern  dollar.  J-1617,  P-1813.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64 
(PCGS).  Goloid.  Reeded  edge.  William  Barber’s  head  ofLiberty 
faces  left,  LIBERTY  on  beaded  tiara  in  her  curled  and  partly  flow- 
ing hair,  E PLURIBUS  UNUM  above,  date  below,  stars  around. 
Reverse  with  DEO  EST  GLORIA  in  curved  cartouche  above 
beaded  circle,  percentages  of  silver,  gold,  and  copper  within  circle, 
circle  surrounded  by  wreath,  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
and  ONE  DOLLAR  above  and  below  respectively.  Deep  golden 
tones  on  lustrous  silver  gray  surfaces.  The  uspatterns.com  website 
informs  us  that  these  coins  were  sold  in  sets  along  with  examples  of 
Judd-1626  andJudd-1635,  originally  distributed  to  congressmen 
for  $6.10,  and  later  to  collectors  for  $15  per  set. 

PCGS  #061995 


7jhe@Nen>^tork  Connoisseur’s  Collection  • SESSION  Two 


known — perhaps  to  facilitate  differentiation  by  feel  when  a coin  was 
in  a purse  or  pocket.  The  motif,  by  Charles  Barber,  simply  consists 
of  elements  punched  into  two  working  dies.  The  planchet  was  cut 
out  by  an  octagonal  punch  prior  to  the  coin’s  being  struck,  with 
the  result  that  the  walls  of  the  perforation  are  somewhat  curved, 
this  being  true  of  all  examples.  The  visual  appeal  of  the  design  is 
especially  nice,  in  our  opinion.  A distinctive  pattern  five-cent  piece 
that  has  always  been  in  demand.  Off  the  market  for  over  a decade 
and  housed  in  a first  generation  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  11  finer  (Proof-67  finest). 

PCGS  #062154 


Attractive  1896  J-1767A  Pattern  Cent 
Top  PCGS  Grade 


1371  1896  pattern  cent.  J-1767A,  P-1981.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64 
(PCGS).  Pure  nickel.  Plain  edge.  A very  nice  example,  certified 
as  being  in  pure  nickel,  and  therefore  magnetic.  A quality  which 
we  have  confirmed  with  a strong  magnet  (even  through  the  plastic 
of  the  holder).  The  pattern  cents  of  this  particular  date  are  apt  to 
occur  every  which  way  with  regard  to  quality,  with  visual  appeal 
often  being  low.  The  present  coin  is  a remarkable  exception.  It  is 
sharply  struck,  lustrous,  and  absolutely  gorgeous.  Uniform  pewter 
gray  surfaces.  We  expect  a lot  of  interest  and  action  when  this  crosses 
the  block.  Tied  for  finest  graded  by  PCGS  and  housed  in  a first 
generation  holder. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

For  reasons  elaborated  in  the  Judd  book,  the  pattern  coinage  of  1896, 
one-cent  and  five-cent  pieces,  was  primarily  made  to  test  different  alloys. 
The  dies  were  hastily  contrived  by  Chief  Engraver  Charles  Barber.  While 
Barber’s  work  generally  garners  no  bouquets  for  its  beauty,  he  did  add 
a nice  touch  here  by  having  a beaded  rim  on  both  sides — shades  of  the 
coinage  of  1793! 

PCGS  #062221 


1372  1942  pattern  cent.  J-2060,  P-4035.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65 
(PCGS).  Brown  plastic.  Plain  edge.  In  1942  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
sent  dies  to  private  companies  interested  in  supplying  materials 
to  substitute  for  bronze  in  one  cent  pieces.  These  dies  were  of  a 
fanciful  nature,  with  an  obverse  portrait  from  a Colombian  coin 
but  with  the  lettering  LIBERTY  / JUSTICE  and  the  date  1942. 
The  reverse  incorporated  a nicely  done  wreath  and  the  inscription 
UNITED  STATES  MINT.  The  thought  was  for  these  companies 
to  experiment  with  the  dies  and  make  “pattern”  cents  in  different 
materials.  This  was  done,  with  substances  ranging  from  fiber  to 
plastic  to  metal.  These  are  listed  in  thejudd  reference.  The  present 
example,  in  brown  plastic,  is  quite  attractive. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

A couple  generations  ago  the  writer  featured  one  of  these  on  the  cover 
of  Empire  Topics.  This  resulted  in  a visit  from  a member  of  the  Secret 
Service,  who  stated  that  the  piece  could  not  be  legally  held.  It  was  taken, 
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and  a receipt  was  given,  with  the  promise  that  after  it  was  studied  there 
would  be  a report.  The  agent  knew  nothing  about  the  background  of  this 
particular  item,  but  stated  that  the  Mint  hadn’t  released  them.  Commentary 
was  unavailing,  and  the  piece  passed  from  our  possession.  Today,  in  2006, 
we  still  haven’t  heard  a report.  Presumably  our  coin  is  tucked  away  in  some 
correspondence  file  somewhere  in  Washington! 

Since  that  long  ago  time  a number  of  such  pieces  have  traded  without 
hindrance  on  the  numismatic  market.  Ditto  for  the  General  Motors  “roller” 
unofficial  patterns  of  the  1960s. 

PCGS  #012215 
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Attractive  Augustus  Bechtler  $5  Gold 


2x  photo 

1373  Undated  A.  Bechtler  $5  gold.  134  GR.  Kagin-27.  Rarity- 
5-.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  of  this  $5  piece  privately 
minted  in  Rutherfordton,  North  Carolina,  by  Augustus  Bechtler. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  warm  yellow-orange  gold.  There  are 
some  surface  marks  to  be  sure,  but  no  significant  impairments. 
All  told  this  is  about  as  “nice”  as  can  be  expected  for  the  issue  and 
grade.  Such  pieces  saw  extensive  use  in  their  own  time  and  were 
very  popular. 

If  you  have  been  seeking  an  above  average  example  of  the  highest 
of  the  Bechtler  denominations,  consider  this  piece  carefully. 

Christopher  Bechtler  the  elder,  and  his  family,  set  up  a private  coining 
business  in  Rutherfordton,  North  Carolina,  in  1830.  The  facilities  were 
located  in  their  home.  The  operation  was  comprehensive  and  included 
refining,  assaying,  and  coinage.  With  various  adjustments,  the  family  op- 
eration continued  to  about  1852,  with  later  pieces  bearing  the  imprint  of 
A.  Bechtler,  as  here. 

Although  a branch  mint  was  opened  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  in 
1838,  the  federal  government  did  not  disturb  the  private  coinage  operation 
of  the  Bechders.  Instead,  the  Bechder  mint  continued  full  speed  ahead, 
well  into  the  next  decade  and  beyond.  Now  and  again  the  Bechders  would 
issue  information  concerning  their  coinage  and  the  quantities  produced, 
as  a perusal  of  issues  of  Niles’  Weekly  Register  and  other  financial  papers 
will  reveal. 
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1374  Undated  (1842-50)  A.  Bechtler  $5  gold.  K-28.  Rarity-6. 
128  G,  22  Carats.  MS-61  (PCGS).  An  impressive  high-grade 
August  Bechtler  $5  with  an  outstanding  pedigree,  just  brought  to 
light  within  the  last  few  months  and  here  offered  for  the  first  time 
ever  at  auction.  Rich  light  yellow  gold  with  abundant  lustre  and 
considerable  reflective  character,  especially  so  on  the  CAROLINA 
GOLD  side.  Well  struck  and  a joy  to  behold.  Some  light  hairlines 
and  evidence  of  handling  may  be  seen,  no  serious  marks,  natural 


their  use  was  limited  to  the  district  in  North  Carolina  and  Georgia.  We 
have  not  encountered  any  reports  of  such  pieces  being  received  and  then 
passed  out  again  in,  for  example,  New  England.  However,  deposits  at  the 
various  mints  were  apt  to  include  them. 

PCGS  #010046 
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Coins  were  produced  in  three  denominations — the  gold  dollar  (the  first 
of  this  value  to  be  made  in  the  United  States),  $2.50,  and  $5.  The  designs 
were  simple  and  consisted  only  of  lettering  and  numbers,  no  motifs  or  il- 
lustrations. The  Bechtlers  were  careful  to  issue  coins  of  full  weight  and  value, 
which  quickly  earned  them  a good  reputation.  Likely,  scattered  Bechtler 
issues  were  seen  in  circulation  up  until  the  Civil  War.  So  far  as  we  know. 


planchet  striation  below  A of  A.  BECHTLER,  bold  natural  color. 
An  exquisite  specimen  that  has  been  well-preserved  over  the 
years. 

This  piece  was  brought  to  us  in  December  2005  as  a raw  coin, 
wrapped  in  an  old  paper  label  that  reads: 

“The  five  dollar  gold  Bechtler  coin  was  given  me  by  Grandfather 
Graham.  / Wm.  A.  G.  / The  20th  of  May  medal  was  given  me  by  my 
father  Dr.  Jos.  Graham  at  our  1875  Centennial.  / Wm.  A.  G.” 

The  medal  was  a choice  specimen  ofjulian  CM-28,  the  US  Mint  i 
medal  struck  to  commemorate  the  centennial  of  the  Mecklenburg  | 
(NC)  Declaration  of  Independence  on  May  20,  1875.  The  family  ! 
has  chosen  to  keep  this  piece  as  an  heirloom,  though  its  outline 
remains  on  the  back  of  the  note.  If  this  piece  was  passed  from 
generation  to  generation  in  1875,  presumably  it  was  in  the  family 
even  earlier,  and  anyone  old  enough  to  have  been  a grandfather  in 
1875  would  have  been  old  enough  to  have  potentially  plucked  this 
piece  from  circulation  himselt. 

We  are  excited  to  present  this  newly  discovered  piece  to  the 
modern  generation  of  collectors.  This  variety,  once  called  Rarity-8, 
now  appears  to  have  a total  population  of  about  20  examples.  None 
have  ever  been  certified  finer  than  AU-53  by  PCGS  (except  for  this 
one)  and  NGC  has  never  certified  a specimen  finer  than  AU-55.  We 
would  not  be  surprised  to  find  out  this  is  the  single  finest  specimen 
in  existence,  and  we  expect  specialists  will  bid  aggressively  to  be  the 
first  numismatist  to  ever  place  this  in  an  advanced  cabinet. 

PCGS  Population  (A.  Bechtler  128  Gr.,  22  Carats):  1;  none  finer.  This 
is  the  only  Mint  State  example  out  of  the  13  certified  by  PCGS. 

Retained  by  the  same  North  Carolina  family  since  at  least  1875  (and 
apparently  longer),  until  brought  to  light  in  December  2005.  Accompanied 
by  the  old family  label. 

PCGS  #010043 


1375  1850  Moffat  & Co.  $5  gold.  K-7a.  Rarity-4.  Net  VF-30,  sharp- 
ness of  EF-40  with  three  short  cuts  just  right  of  the  eagle’s  head. 
Otherwise,  this  piece  is  original  and  rather  attractive  for  the  grade. 
Medium  yellow  gold  with  faint  golden  brown  toning  and  slight 
verdigris  on  the  reverse,  as  one  might  expect  from  a well  handled 
piece  that  has  not  been  cleaned. 

PCGS  #010243 


Important  Mint  State  A.  Bechtler  $5 
In  The  Same  Family  Since  19th  Century 
Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 
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Historic  Lettered  Edge  1851  Humbert  Slug 
Original  Choice  EF-45  (PCGS) 


1376 


2 x photo 

1851  Augustus  Humbert  $50  gold.  K-4.  Rarity-5  + . 887 
THOUS.  Lettered  edge.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A particularly  attrac- 
tive and  desirable  specimen  of  this  rare  type,  whose  hand-stamped 
lettered  edge  and  other  features  mark  it  as  one  of  the  very  earliest 
$50  slugs  created  in  February  1851.  Rich  deep  yellow  gold  with 
a halo  of  coppery  toning  around  the  obverse  device  and  lustre 
preserved  among  the  protected  areas  around  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA.  The  devices  are  particularly  well-defined  for  the 
grade,  sharper  in  fact  than  others  we  have  seen  at  higher  certified 
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levels,  and  the  reverse  still  shows  the  fine  engine-turned  design  and 
hand-stamped  denomination  at  center.  As  is  always  seen  on  even 
Mint  State  pieces,  scattered  marks  are  seen  but  none  are  damag- 
ing. A vertical  nick  below  U of  UNITED  is  mentioned  more  for 
identification  than  a warning,  as  it  is  of  no  impact  on  the  visual 
appeal.  The  rims — often  battered — appear  mostly  intact.  A bit  of 
dark  detritus  clings  to  the  reverse,  certainly  easily  enough  removed 
if  one  wanted  (but  it  does  add  to  the  originality  and  natural  “crust” 
of  this  historic  gold  piece).  Some  old  trivial  scratches  are  also  seen 
on  the  reverse,  but  we  can  state  with  some  certainty  that  this  is  the 
most  appealing  EF-45  we  have  seen  in  recent  memory.  To  see  it, 
and  to  know  its  history,  is  to  want  to  own  it. 

Among  territorial  gold  pieces,  perhaps  none  is  more  evocative  of 
the  California  Gold  Rush  than  the  massive  Humbert  $50  slugs.  Of 
these,  none  is  more  interesting  than  the  Lettered  Edge  type,  which 
show  a peculiar  amount  of  handcraft  for  a coin  in  addition  to  being 
rather  rare  in  any  grade.  Of  the  two  major  varieties  of  this  type, 
this  higher  fineness  (.887  fine)  is  the  more  elusive  of  the  two.  We 
sold  a beautiful  MS-62  (NGC)  specimen  of  this  variety  in  August 
2005  for  $109,250.  This  piece  shows  some  light  circulation  and 
will  go  for  a bit  less,  we  suppose,  but  its  historicity  and  eye  appeal 
recommend  it  into  any  world  class  cabinet. 

Minting  an  1851  $50 

The  large  and  impressive  lettered  edge  $50  coins  made  in  February  1851 
were  created  by  a very  complicated  process  involving  the  following  separate 
steps  once  the  planchet  was  produced: 

Step  1 . The  obverse  and  reverse  motifs  were  stamped  from  a pair  of  dies. 
These  dies  had  been  made  in  New  York  City  by  Humbert  and  brought  with 
him  to  California.  The  obverse  features  an  eagle  holding  a shield,  perched 
on  a rock,  with  a thin  ribbon  inscribed  LIBERTY  in  its  beak.  Above  is  a 
blank  ribbon  suitable  for  inscription.  The  dies  of  this  style  were  the  work  of 
Charles  Cushing  Wright.  Inscriptions  on  these  patterns  as  well  as  the  first 
octagonal  ingots  produced  for  circulation  have  simply  the  letters  D C DWT. 
GRS.  It  was  intended  that  the  value  in  dollars  and  cents  and  the  weight  in 
pennyweights  and  grains  could  simply  be  stamped  in  the  place  provided. 
In  this  way  ingots  of  $50,  $100,  $200,  or  any  other  desired  denomination 
could  be  produced,  differing  from  each  other  only  by  size,  weight,  and 
fineness,  but  incorporating  the  same  stamp.  The  reverse  is  of  a geometric 
“engine  turned”  design  similar  to  that  used  on  a watch  case,  and  reflects 
Augustus  Humbert’s  skill  as  a maker  of  such  cases-one  of  the  occupations 
he  had  followed  in  New  York  City. 

Steps  2-4.  The  fineness  was  hand-stamped  on  the  obverse  with  three 
separate  numeral  punches.  Finenesses  known  to  have  been  thus  applied 
include  880  (usually  seen)  and  887. 

Step  5.  The  value  (50)  was  hand-stamped  on  the  obverse,  from  a single 
punch.  This  punch  was  also  used  to  stamp  50  on  the  reverse  of  some  is- 
sues. 

Steps  6-13.  In  eight  separate  operations  each  of  the  eight  edge  faces 
was  stamped  with  a logotype  punch,  the  eight  punches  reading  incuse: 
AUGUSTUS  / HUMBERT  / UNITED  / STATES  / ASSAYER  / OF 
GOLD  / CALIFORNIA  / 1851.  There  was  no  particular  standard  start- 
ing or  stopping  place  for  the  inscriptions,  and  the  position  of  a given  part 
of  the  inscription  varies  with  relation  to  its  position  to  design  elements. 
Most  have  inverted  inscriptions  in  relation  to  the  obverse,  o If  there  was  a 
favorite  starting  and  stopping  place  it  was  with  1851  in  the  6:00  position 
(as  viewed  from  the  obverse),  AUGUSTUS  to  the  left  in  the  7:30  position, 
etc.,  continuing  the  inscription  clockwise.  More  pieces  have  been  seen  with 
this  arrangement  than  with  any  other-but,  as  noted,  there  seems  to  have 
been  no  rule  in  this  regard. 

Thus,  it  took  at  least  13  steps  to  create  one  of  the  early  $50  pieces. 

Step  14.  The  value  (50)  was  hand-stamped  on  the  reverse,  from  a 
single  punch.  Some  of  the  early  issues  had  the  denomination  50  stamped 
at  the  center  of  the  reverse,  a 14th  step.  The  same  punch  was  used  as  for 
Step  5 above. 

PCGS  #010208 
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Lustrous  1852  Assay  Office  $50 


1377  1852  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold  $50.  K-13.  Rarity-5.  887 
THOUS.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A very  attractive  bright  yellow  gold 
example  with  strong  lustre  and  abundant  aesthetic  appeal.  A few 
scattered  surface  marks  are  noted,  including  light  hairline  scratches, 
and  a pair  of  abrasions  near  the  AM  of  AMERICA,  but  considering 
the  softness  of  the  gold,  the  size  of  the  coin,  and  the  resulting  sus- 
ceptibility of  these  $50  pieces  to  damage,  this  piece  is  exceptionally 
clean.  No  serious  rim  or  edge  bumps  are  visible,  the  reverse  design 
is  nearly  completely  executed,  and  the  piece  is  generally  a very  nice 
example  of  this  popular  and  impressive  western  issue. 

PCGS  #010016 


Popular  1853  Assay  Office  Gold  $20 
900  THOUS.  Variety 


2x  photo 


1378  1853  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold  $20.  K-18.  Rarity-2.  900 
THOUS.  MS-61  (PCGS).  The  1853  $20  issue  offered  here  is 
perhaps  the  signature  coin  of  the  Gold  Rush,  from  the  viewpoint 
of  large  quantities  minted  and  significant  numbers  remaining 
today.  This  piece  is  a nice  example  of  the  issue,  showing  but  light 
evidence  of  circulation,  leaving  all  of  the  details  intact.  Mint  lustre 
is  complete  or  nearly  so.  Scattered  contact  marks  are  seen  on  both 
sides,  but  there  are  no  defects  worthy  of  mention.  As  is  the  case 
with  all  such  issues,  the  reverse,  with  its  complicated  engine-turned 
design,  tended  to  resist  handling  better.  If  graded  separately  it  could 
well  be  called  MS-62  or  MS-63. 

This  is  the  best  known  product  of  the  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold, 
which  had  its  inception  in  1851  under  license  by  the  Treasury  Department, 
when  Augustus  Humbert  came  to  California  and  started  producing  S50 
pieces  in  the  facilities  established  by  Moffat  and  Company.  By  1853,  the 
operation  was  exclusively  producing  U.S.  A. O.G.  coins  except  for  a curious 
$20  piece  with  Moffat  inscribed  in  the  headband  (the  reason  for  this  has 
never  been  explained). 
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The  $20  piece  offered  here — they  were  not  called  double  eagles  at  the 
time — was  produced  the  year  before  the  San  Francisco  Mint  went  into  op- 
eration, at  a time  when  there  was  an  extensive  need  for  coins  in  commerce. 
Although  the  mintage  of  this  particular  issue  and  related  die  variations  is  not 
recorded,  likely  it  was  well  into  the  hundreds  of  thousands.  Later  in  the  same 
year,  Moffat,  then  owned  by  the  partnership  of  Curtis,  Perry  & Ward,  sold 
out  to  the  Federal  government.  The  facilities  were  slightly  expanded,  new 
equipment  was  installed,  and  in  March  1854  the  San  Francisco  Mint  went 
into  operation.  However,  the  premises  were  undersized,  poorly  ventilated, 
and  many  problems  resulted.  Finally,  in  1874,  the  second  San  Francisco 
Mint  was  opened  in  an  elegant  and  vastly  larger  facility,  a building  which 
still  stands  today  and  is  familiarly  known  as  the  Granite  Lady. 

PCGS  #010013 


Choice  AU  1853  Assay  Office  K-18  $20 


1379  1853  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold  $20.  K-18.  Rarity-2.  900 
THOUS  AU-58  (NGC).  Warm  yellow  gold  with  pleasing  traces 
of  golden  brown  toning  visible  in  the  most  protected  recesses  and 
considerable  lustre  remaining  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck,  with 
good  definition  of  the  central  details,  including  the  arrows,  shield 
stripes  and  feathers.  A small  planchet  void,  as  made,  can  be  seen 
below  the  E of  UNITED,  while  other  small  nicks,  abrasions,  and 
reeding  marks  are  reminders  of  this  coin’s  use  in  the  commercial 
channels  of  the  old  west.  No  marks  are  serious  enough  to  mention 
specifically,  and  in  general  this  is  a very  nice  example  of  this  popular 
territorial  type  both  for  grade  and  aesthetic  appeal. 

PCGS  #010013 
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Important  1855  Wass,  Molitor  $10  Gold 

From  the  S.S.  Central  America 


1380  1855  Wass,  Molitor  & Co.  $10  gold.  K-6.  Rarity-7.  AU-50 
(PCGS).  Direct  from  the  fantastic  S.S.  Central  America  find,  and 
still  in  its  PCGS  gold-label  holder  with  the  serial  number  SSCA 
7274,  this  piece  represents  a rare  prize.  By  now  quite  a few  of  the 
Central  America  coins  have  been  broken  out  of  these  definitive  hold- 
ers in  efforts  to  have  them  upgraded.  Of  course,  the  coins  remain 
the  same  no  matter  what  the  label  is.  This  is  a very  curious,  rare, 
and  interesting  issue.  The  obverse  and  reverse  were  never  struck 
in  deep  relief.  The  impressions  on  this  and  related  pieces  are  rather 
shallow,  with  lightness  on  certain  stars.  However,  at  the  center  the 
portrait  of  Miss  Liberty,  with  diadem  inscribed  W.  M.  & Co.  is 
very  bold.  The  date  1855,  below  the  portrait,  is  very  curious  as  the 
die  was  made  in  modular  form.  The  last  digit  of  a previously  made 
die  was  drilled  out  and  a plug  was  inserted  with  a 5.  The  subject  of 
modular  dies  across  different  series  is  an  interesting  one,  and  the 
writer  is  contemplating  an  article  on  such  for  possible  inclusion  in 
a future  issue  of  The  Numismatic  Sun. 

The  reverse  is  also  shallow  in  relief  and  depicts  a perched  eagle 
at  the  center,  copied  from  the  contemporary  Federal  $10,  but  with 
the  inscription  S.M.V.  CALIFORNIA  GOLD 
around.  The  S.  M.V.  meant  Standard  Mint  Value.  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  are  light  yellow  gold,  retaining  much  of  the  original  mint 
lustre.  By  the  time  this  coin  was  lost  at  sea  it  was  just  two  years 
old! 

Presentation  box  included. 

From  the  S.S.  Central  America. 

PCGS  #010354 
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Historical  1855  Wass,  Molitor  $20  1855  Wass,  Molitor  & Co.  $50 


1381  1855  Wass,  Molitor  & Co.  $20  gold.  K-7.  Rarity-5+.  Net  VF- 

35;  sharpness  ofEF-45,  cleaned.  All  things  considered,  a rather 
attractive  example  of  one  of  the  more  famous  and  also  elusive  $20 
issues  of  the  Gold  Rush  era,  this  piece  produced  by  Wass,  Molitor 
& Co.  in  1855.  The  coin  has  been  cleaned  in  the  past,  resulting 
in  a rather  bright  yellow  gold  color.  Though  unnatural,  it  is  not 
particularly  unattractive  when  considering  the  scarcity  of  the  is- 
sue. In-person  inspection  is  suggested  in  order  to  best  determine 
its  value.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  many  others  of  this  particular  variety 
are  rather  dull,  or  banged  up,  or  whatever.  Finding  a defect-free 
example  in  or  out  of  a commercial  holder  is  a daunting  task. 

Although  the  San  Francisco  Mint  opened  in  March  1854  and  began 
coining  double  eagles  in  quantity,  still  a shortage  remained  in  terms  of 
pieces  available  in  circulation,  this  continuing  until  1855.  Wass,  Molitor 
& Co.,  a relative  latecomer  (1852)  to  the  field  of  private  coinage,  was  held 
in  high  esteem  as  an  assayer.  It  was  logical  that  they  enter  the  coining  trade 
as  well.  The  most  important  variety  from  a numismatic  viewpoint  was  the 
impressive  round  $50  of  1855.  The  $20  offered  here  is  even  rarer  today.  All 
examples  show  some  lightness  of  striking  on  the  reverse,  as  there  was  not 
enough  metal  flow  in  the  dies  to  fill  in  the  relatively  high  relief  portrait  of 
Miss  Liberty  on  the  obverse  and  also  the  eagle  on  the  reverse.  The  portrait, 
however,  is  quite  small  and  was  intended  for  a smaller  denomination  but 
also  used  here. 

PCGS  #010357 


1382  1855  Wass,  Molitor  & Co.  $50  gold.  K-9.  Rarity-5.  EF-40 
(PCGS).  Warm  yellow  gold  with  faint  traces  of  deeper  orange  gold 
around  the  legends.  The  surfaces  show  many  fine  marks  on  both 
sides,  along  with  a couple  of  obverse  rim  bumps  that  are  often  seen 
on  these  heavy  pieces,  due  to  the  unforgiving  nature  of  the  soft 
gold  combined  with  the  heft  of  the  coin.  The  marks  are  widely 
scattered  and  for  the  most  part  minor,  save  for  a short  old  scratch 
left  of  Liberty’s  face.  Other  apparent  roughness  is  in  fact  a series 
of  planchet  fissures,  flakes  and  other  anomalies  that  were  part  of 
the  original  planchet,  all  as  made.  Further  relating  to  production, 
these  pieces  are  typically  softly  struck  at  the  centers,  as  the  large 
amount  of  gold  required  more  power  to  fully  execute  the  design 
features  than  the  production  machinery  could  provide. 

Among  all  of  the  gold  coins  produced  in  the  United  States,  the 
various  $50  pieces,  whether  from  the  Federal  mint  or  from  a private 
assaying  firm  are  the  largest  and  by  default  the  most  impressive  to 
hold  and  behold.  While  the  denomination  is  often  represented  in 
auction  catalogues  today,  typical  representatives  include  U.S.  As- 
say Office  of  Gold  pieces,  or  1915— S Panama-Pacific  coins.  Rarely 
does  one  see  the  1855  $50  piece  ofWass,  Molitor  & Co.  as  offered 
here.  Though  perusal  of  auction  catalogues  from  decades  past  will 
present  examples  with  some  regularity,  including,  for  instance 
multiple  examples  in  the  Abner  Kreisberg  sales  of  the  John  A. 
Beck  Collection  in  the  1970s,  it  seems  today  that  most  of  these  are 
closely  held  in  collector’s  hands.  The  Wass,  Molitor  $50  pieces  that 
do  appear  tend  to  be  rather  well  used,  generally  described  as  VF 
or  EF,  with  only  a few  outstanding  pieces  that  command  higher 
grades.  The  fact  that  the  majority  show  respectable  signs  of  circula- 
tion, and  that  one  example  was  found  in  the  wreckage  of  the  S.S. 
Central  America,  sunk  in  1857,  suggests  that  these  large  pieces  were 
actively  circulated.  This  piece  would  be  a magnificent  addition  to  a 
type  collection  of  territorial  types,  and  at  current  market  levels  we 
would  suggest  that  these  rarities  offer  an  excellent  value  for  such 
an  elusive  and  historic  coin. 

PCGS  #010363 
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Perhaps  Finest  Known  1854  Kellogg  $20 
Gem  Circulation  Strike 
Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 

1383  1854  Kellogg  & Co.  $20  gold.  K-lb.  Rarity-5.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

A simply  extraordinary  specimen,  displayed  at  recent  conventions 
to  the  wonderment  of  seasoned  numismatists  that  are  usually  quite 
difficult  to  impress.  Off  the  market  for  more  than  two  decades,  this 
specimen  has  been  graded  as  high  as  MS-66  by  professionals  whose 
opinions  we  find  persuasive  and  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the 
single  finest  circulation  strike  Kellogg  $20  in  existence.  A single 
“specimen”  is  known,  once  owned  by  Augustus  Humbert  himself, 
a coin  that  was  sold  for  $230,000  in  the  Garrett  sale  of  1980  and 
was  most  recently  offered  for  a nifty  sum  over  $1,000,000.  This 
specimen  is  just  as  special,  perhaps  more  so  considering  that  it  was 
not  specially  made  to  be  kept  but  instead  found  a way  to  avoid  any 
measure  of  circulation  or  tribulation  throughout  the  days  of  the 
Wild  West  and  up  through  the  present  auction  event. 

The  surfaces  are  brilliantly  lustrous,  boasting  the  thorough 
cartwheel  lustre  of  any  gem-quality  Liberty  $20  gold  piece.  The 
color  is  a rich  and  even  yellow  gold  with  a slight  green  tinge.  The 
fields  are  immaculate,  utterly  devoid  of  any  bagmarks  or  contact 
points  of  significance,  and  certainly  not  enough  disturbances  to 
allow  the  grade  to  dip  below  full  gem.  A single  line-like  planchet 
flaw  is  present  on  the  cheek  and  some  texture  may  be  seen  within 
the  reverse  device.  A typical  “high-grade”  survivor  of  this  issue  is 
an  AU  in  UNC  clothing,  a coin  with  many  marks  and  significant 
friction,  perhaps  showing  color  different  from  what  was  intended 
and  rarely  exhibiting  any  sort  ofbeauty.  This  coin,  in  sharp  contrast, 
is  hilly  detailed  and  marvelously  preserved,  a lovely  example  of  what 
is  often  an  ugly  coin.  We  have  not  seen  a single  specimen  that  we 
would  classify  as  anywhere  near  this  quality. 

Clearly  this  coin  was  preserved  in  some  way,  destined  to  spend 
150  years  with  the  same  lustre  and  eye  appeal  as  the  day  it  was 
struck.  It  was  described  in  1982  by  RARCOA’s  Jeff  Bernberg 
as  follows: 

“SUPERB  GEM  BRILLIANT  UNCIRCULATED.  Truly 
exceptional  in  all  respects.  Full  luster  and  complete  original  mint 
bloom  with  fantastic  rich  golden  color.  Absolutely,  THE  FINEST 
STRIKE  we  have  ever  seen  with  sharp  complete  star  radials  and 
full  hair  and  feather  detail.  Immaculate  surfaces.  Unquestionably, 
THE  FINEST  KNOWN  Uncirculated  Kellogg  Twenty  and 
worthy  of  a bid  commensurate  with  its  quality.  This  coi[i  must  be 
seen  to  be  believed.” 

Though  its  earlier  provenance  is  untraced,  this  piece  was  part  of 
a world-class  cabinet  of  territorial  gold  coins  dispersed  at  Auction 
‘82.  An  introduction  to  the  consignment  noted  that  while  “other 
(collections]  were  numerically  larger  in  size,  condition-wise  the 
following  is  totally  unsurpassed.  It  was  painstakingly  assembled  over 
a period  of  some  40  years.  To  our  knowledge  no  other  collection 
has  ever  contained  as  many  Mint  State  or  Finest  Known  coins.” 
Recognizing  what  the  catalogue  stated  was  “once  in  a lifetime 
opportunity,”  the  New  York  Connoisseur  paid  $28,000  for  this 
coin — when  the  Guide  Book  value  in  Unc.  was  a mere  $10,000! 
The  price  was  considered  grand  enough  that  it  merited  mention 
on  the  front  page  of  the  next  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter,  but  the 
coin  never  would  have  ridden  to  such  heights  had  those  present 
not  appreciated  the  amazing  quality  of  the  coin.  Then  called  the 
“finest  known”  by  an  experienced  numismatist,  today  quantitative 
population  data  supports  that  contention  as  much  as  the  wide- 
mouthed expressions  of  those  who  have  viewed  this  piece:  PCGS 


2x  photo 


has  never  certified  a piece  finer  than  MS-63  before  this  specimen 
was  submitted,  while  NGC  has  but  a single  coin  graded  higher 
than  MS-62,  an  entry  at  MS-66  that  may  be  an  old  inclusion  of 
the  piece  now  considered  a specimen.  We  have  little  doubt  that 
this  piece  would  compare  favorably  to  any  other  of  this  issue,  and 
we  expect  a price  as  headline-grabbing  in  2005  as  when  this  piece 
last  saw  the  light  of  day  23  years  ago. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur's  Collection.  Previously  from 
RARCOA’s  section  of  Auction  ‘82,  August  1982,  Lot  991. 

PCGS  #010222 
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Lovely  1855  Kellogg  & Co.  $20 

Exceptional  Eye  Appeal 


2x  photo 

1384  1855  Kellogg  & Co.  $20  gold.  K-3a.  Rarity-6.  AU-55  (NGC). 

A lovely  example  of  this  popular  issue,  with  the  dies  in  exceptionally 
high  relief,  the  present  coin  will  satisfy  anyone  seeking  a specimen  at 
the  AU  level.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  extremely  well  detailed. 
The  color  is  bright  yellow  gold.  There  are  surface  and  handling 
marks  on  both  sides,  perhaps  not  worthy  of  mention  (for  the  as- 
signed grade  takes  care  of  such  things).  They  are  not  particularly 
different  from  those  seen  on  other  examples  of  the  grade.  Overall 
the  eye  appeal  is  significantly  finer  than  usually  seen.  All  told  this 
attractive  example  should  be  a treasured  possession  of  its  lucky  next 
owner. 

The  firm  of  Kellogg  & Co.  was  a latecomer  to  the  San  Francisco  coin- 
age scene.  However,  the  partners  made  good  use  of  the  time  allotted,  and 
by  1855  had  turned  out  hundreds  of  thousands  (estimated)  of  $20  pieces,  a 
respectable  number  of  the  large  and  impressive  $50  coins,  and  other  issues. 
Afterward,  the  firm  evolved  into  Kellogg  & Humbert,  the  famous  assayers 
who  are  so  well  known  today  in  connection  with  the  marvelous  gold  ingots 
recovered  from  the  S.S.  Central  America  treasure. 

PCGS  #010225 


Affordable  1849  Mormon  $5 


2x  photo 


1385  1849  Mormon  $5  gold.  K-2.  Rarity-5.  Net  VF-20  (ANACS). 

“EF  details,  tooled-whizzed.”  Although  this  coin  has  been  labeled 
as  “tooled-whizzed,”  this  would  not  have  been  our  description.  If 
anything,  it  seems  too  harsh.  Whizzing,  or  the  artificial  imparting 
of  lustre  by  means  of  a wire  brush,  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
employed  here  at  all.  However,  the  surfaces  have  been  treated 
slightly,  and  have  some  hints  of  lustre,  some  perhaps  artificial, 
others  original.  There  are  also  some  accents  of  deep  golden  brown 
toning.  As  to  the  “tooling,”  this  appears  above  the  clasped  hands 
in  the  fields,  perhaps  the  result  of  some  removed  initials  or  other 
graffiti.  Planchet  chips,  as  made,  are  noted  near  the  top  rim  of  the 
obverse  and  near  the  top  rim  of  the  reverse.  All  of  this  said,  perhaps 
the  best  strategy  would  be  to  examine  the  coin  in  person,  see  what 
you  think,  and  bid  accordingly.  In  the  end,  the  effort  will  result  in 
a good  opportunity  to  secure  a scarce  and  historical  memento  of 
the  old  west.  A piece  well  worth  investigating  for  anyone  wanting 
a visually  attractive  example  of  the  variety  at  what  will  probably  be 
a reasonable  price. 

PCGS  #010262 
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Classic  Clark,  Gruber  1860  $10 
Pikes  Peak  Motif 


2x  plwto 


1386  1860  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  S10  gold.  K-3.  Rarity-5.  Net  EF- 

40;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned.  A lovely  example  at  quick  glance, 
but  which  under  a low  power  magnifying  glass  shows  some  scratches 
and  abrasions,  particularly  on  the  obverse.  Again,  in-person  inspec- 
tion is  invited.  The  details  are  sharply  struck,  and  the  coin  is  pleasing 
at  the  first  view,  with  considerable  lustre  remaining. 

This  is  the  most  historic  of  all  of  the  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  issues, 
the  signature  coin  of  the  Colorado  Gold  Rush. 


Gold  Dollars 

All  gold  dollar  photographs  are  2x  unless  otherwise  noted. 

Frosty  1849  Open  Wreath  Gold  $1 


1387  1849  Open  Wreath.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty,  highly  lustrous 
specimen  with  mingled  warm  gold  and  olive  highlights  on  both 
sides.  Sharply  struck.  A pleasing  coin  from  the  debut  year  of  the 
denomination. 

A bisecting  reverse  die  crack  arcs  from  the  dentils  above  I in  UNITED 
across  the  wreath  and  much  of  DOLL  before  dipping  down  and  crossing 
the  9 in  the  date,  wreath,  and  the  final  A in  AMERICA  before  reaching  the 
dentils,  where  a die  cud  has  formed  at  the  rim  at  the  5:00  position. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Fraser  Collection,  March  1978,  Lot  455. 

PCGS  #007502 


Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  Time  Line 

December  1859:  Framework  for  the  minting  business  was  begun  when 
Milton  E.  Clark  journeyed  to  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston  to  make 
arrangements  in  person  to  acquire  coining  and  metal  processing  machinery. 
It  is  believed  that  Bailey  & Co. , Philadelphia  jewelers,  made  arrangements  for 
the  dies.  At  one  time  it  was  suggested  that  James  B.  Longacre,  chief  engraver 
at  the  Mint,  might  have  been  involved.  However,  a close  examination  of 
the  dies  reveals  distinctly  different  workmanship. 

Spring  1860:  Austin  Clark  and  Emanuel  H.  Gruber  arrived  in  Denver 
and  purchased  several  lots  on  the  northwest  corner  ofMcGaa  and  F Streets, 
later  to  become  Market  and  16th  streets.  An  imposing  two-story  brick 
structure  with  a stone  basement  was  set  up. 

July  16,  1860:  The  building  was  complete  inside  and  out,  and  coinage 
operations  were  ready  to  begin.  At  first,  $10  coins  were  minted. 

1862:  The  facilities  were  sold  to  the  government.  Later  reports  referred 
to  the  establishment  as  the  Denver  Mint.  However,  no  coinage  took  place 
under  federal  auspices.  Years  later,  in  1906,  a new  Denver  Mint  was  opened, 
in  another  location  and  with  modern  facilities.  This  building,  expanded  in 
1937,  remains  in  use  today. 

PCGS  #010137 
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Spectacular  Mint  State  1849-D  Gold  Dollar 
Perhaps  the  Single  Finest  Known  Example 

1388  1849-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Occasionally  a coin  comes  along  about 
which  we  could  say  a great  deal,  upon  which  we  could  heap  superla- 
tives and  generally  promulgate  just  how  important  we  feel  it  is  in 
our  studied  and  experienced  opinion.  In  this  particular  case,  we  will 
let  some  of  the  greatest  experts  in  U.S.  gold  coins  to  write  auction 
catalogues  over  the  last  30  years  weigh  in  on  this  exact  coin. 

In  1978,  the  A.J.  Amato  sale  was  catalogued  by  LeeJ.  Bellisario, 
Jim  Halperin,  Tom  Noe,  and  Russ  Vaughn.  One  of  the  four  of 
them  had  this  to  say  about  this  coin: 

“Possibly  The  Finest  Known  1849-D.  1849-D  GEM  BRIL- 
LIANT UNCIRCULATED  65  TO  70,  superb!  A blazing,  frosty 


to  semi-prooflike,  fully  struckjewel.  Deep  yellow  gold.  A couple  of 
trivial  edge  irregularities  as  made.  Absolutely  the  finest  Dahlonega 
gold  coin  of  any  denomination  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled!” 

High  praise  indeed!  The  coin  realized  $4,000. 

In  July  1981,  David  Akers  weighed  in  on  the  piece.  He  was 
acknowledged  then  (as  now)  as  one  of  the  greatest  experts  ever 
on  U.S.  gold  coins. 

“Superb  And  Rare  1849-D  Gold  Dollar.  Possibly  The  Finest 
Known  Specimen.  1849-D  Superb  Gem  Uncirculated  67.  A spec- 
tacular, fully  struck  coin  that  ranks  as  the  finest  1849-D  we  have 
ever  seen.  The  coin  has  superb  original  mint  lustre  and  color  and 
a prooflike  halo  around  the  head  of  Liberty  as  well  as  a prooflike 
center  on  the  reverse.  There  is  a tiny  planchet  lamination  (as  made) 
on  the  reverse  rim  above  OF.  Not  only  is  this  the  finest  example  of 
this  date  that  we  have  seen,  it  is  also  one  of  the  finest  D-Mint  gold 
dollars  of  any  date  we  have  seen.  Worth  a bid  in  excess  of  $10,000 
although  in  truth  it  could  probably  not  be  duplicated  at  any  price. 
Ex.  A.J.  Amato  Sale  (NERCA.July  1978,  Lot  1192).” 

We  respect  David  Akers’  opinion  a great  deal  and  could  not  have 
crafted  a better  description  ourselves.  The  coin  sold  for  $7,500. 

In  1984,  the  staff  of  Stack’s  had  a chance  to  describe  this  coin,  and 
they  echoed  the  Akers  description,  adding  only  “The  description  of 
this  simply  splendid  coin  is  from  Paramount’s  section  of  Auction  ‘81, 
Lot  1316.  We  cannot  recall  ever  seeing  the  equal  of  this  specimen.” 
Considering  some  of  the  amazing  gold  coins  sold  by  Stack’s  in  the 
early  1980s  (Bareford,  Carter,  Robison,  and  others),  this  was  also 
very  high  praise.  The  coin  sold  for  $9,350  to  our  consignor.  It  has 
remained  off  the  market,  and  just  as  beautiful,  ever  since. 

Doug  Winter,  whose  opinion  we  also  respect,  includes  this 
piece  as  Condition  Census  #2  on  his  list  of  1849-D  gold  dollars, 
graded  this  coin  MS-65,  and  noted  “the  current  location  of  this 
coin  is  unknown  to  me,”  which  means  he  had  not  seen  it  since 
1984  when  he  was  a fairly  fresh  face  on  the  professional  numismatic 
scene.  We  wonder  if  after  having  his  memory  refreshed  it  might 
not  be  tied  for  #1  now! 

To  the  above  information,  we  can  add  that  we  see  no  significant 
marks  in  the  fields  or  on  the  devices.  Some  lines  are  visible  on  the 
obverse,  the  vast  majority  of  which  are  die  polish  lines  that  could 
perhaps  be  confused  for  hairlines  by  an  inexperienced  eye.  The 
reverse  is  just  as  choice  with  only  the  most  minor  batch  of  hairlines 
right  of  the  1 in  the  denomination.  Today,  the  coin  has  been  graded 
MS-64  in  a tie  with  three  others  PCGS  has  graded.  Two  of  these 
three  are  the  Green  Pond  coin  and  the  Duke’s  Creek  coin,  which 
Winter  listed  as  tied  for  Condition  Census  #4.  In  at  least  one  expert 
opinion,  this  is  the  single  finest  PCGS  graded  coin.  We  agree  with 
his  MS-65  assessment  despite  its  currently  assigned  grade. 

Beyond  numbers,  beyond  the  history  of  superlatives  lavished 
upon  it  by  famous  experts,  this  coin  has  so  much  more  going  for 
it:  real  beauty  and  real  history  as  perhaps  the  finest  example  of  the 
first  ever  gold  dollar  struck  in  Dahlonega.  This  die  variety  (Winter’s 
1— A)  is  the  earlier  of  the  two  varieties  struck,  and  it  is  not  beyond 
the  realm  of  possibility  that  this  example  was  saved  as  one  of  the 
very  first  produced  at  Dahlonega.  Clearly,  though  the  players  and 
reasons  are  not  known,  this  piece  has  been  carefully  preserved  since 
its  mintage.  The  New  York  Connoisseur  has  served  as  its  steward 
since  1984,  and  we  are  excited  to  act  as  witnesses  when  this  piece 
finds  a place  in  another  world-class  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  New 
England  Rare  Coin  Auction’s  sale  of  the  A.J.  Amato  Collection,  July 
1978,  Lot  1192;  Paramount’s  section  of  Auction  ‘81,  July  1981,  Lot 
1316;  Stack’s  section  of  Auction  ‘84,  July  1984,  Lot  1295.  The  1984 
lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 

PCGS  #007507 
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Exceptional  Grade  1851  Gold  Dollar 


1389  1851  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  coin,  this  superb  gem  1851  dol- 
lar is  among  the  finest  graded  of  this  particular  date  and  mint.  It 
last  saw  the  light  of  day  two  decades  ago  in  Stack’s  sale  ofjanuary 
15,  1986.  Here  is  another  chance  to  compete  for  this  impressive 
gold  dollar.  The  lustre  is  at  once  rich  and  satiny.  The  surfaces  are 
predominately  brilliant,  but  slight  rose  gold  toning  creates  subdued 
brilliance.  The  obverse  shows  some  very  faint  marks,  while  the 
reverse  is  essentially  flawless.  The  aesthetic  appeal  is  splendid.  An 
excellent  candidate  for  either  a type  set  or  a specialized  collection, 
just  about  any  of  which  could  easily  count  this  coin  among  its  very 
finest  highlights. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  2 finer  (both  MS-68). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack ’s 
sale  of  the  James  and  Margaret  Carter  Collection  of  United  States  Gold 
Coins,  January  1986,  Lot  13. 

PCGS  #007513 


1390  1853  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty7  deep  honey  gold  with  attractive  olive 
highlights  and  strong  lustre.  A sharply  struck  representative  of  the 
Type  I gold  dollar  series. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007521 


1391  1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  olive-gold  surfaces  with  solid  mint 
lustre.  Nicely  struck. 

PCGS  #007521 


Choice  1854  Type  II  Gold  $1 

First  Year  of  the  Type 


1392  1854  Type  II.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lovely  example,  well  struck,  of 
this  elusive  type.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  excellent  detail,  not 
needle  sharp,  but  finer  than  typically  seen.  All  but  the  most  minute 
of  the  hair  strands  at  the  center  are  well  defined,  and  on  the  reverse 
everything  is  there.  Stated  simply,  the  definition  is  exceptional.  The 
lustre  is  attractive  as  well,  rich  and  frosty,  with  medium  gold  color. 
Under  magnification  some  clash  marks  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse, 
typical  of  the  majority  of  gold  dollars  of  this  type. 

The  present  coin  is  a true  find  for  anyone  seeking  a high  qual- 
ity coin  at  the  MS-62  level.  Few  equivalent  pieces  can  be  found 
in  the  marketplace. 

The  Type  II  design,  by  James  B.  Longacre,  was  introduced  partway 
through  1854,  to  make  the  gold  dollar  easier  to  handle.  The  diameter  was 
broadened  from  13  mm,  as  used  since  1849,  to  15  mm.  To  further  distinguish 
the  new  type,  the  head  ofMiss  Liberty  was  redesigned  to  an  Indian  Princess 
format,  and  the  reverse  was  given  an  agricultural  wreath. 

It  soon  developed  that  the  small  Indian  Princess  motif,  in  very  high  relief, 
would  not  strike  up  properly  in  the  coining  press,  as  metal  flow  going  into 
the  obverse  die  in  this  area,  and  in  the  reverse  die  at  the  center  of  the  date 
area,  often  presented  problems.  The  result  is  that  the  majority  of  Type  II 
gold  dollars  were  lightly  struck  on  the  head  or  at  the  two  central  figures  of 
the  date,  or  in  both  places.  After  struggling  with  the  motif  for  a while,  in 
1856  it  was  replaced  by  the  Type  III  design,  with  Miss  Liberty’s  head  larger 
and  shallower.  This  effectively  ended  the  problem. 

Type  II  gold  dollars  were  produced  in  part  of  1854,  all  of  1855,  and  only 
at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1856.  From  a numismatic  viewpoint  they  are  far 
and  away  the  most  difficult  of  the  three  types  to  find.  Nearly  all  have  striking 
problems,  as  noted.  As  certification  holders  make  no  mention  of  whether 
coins  are  poorly  struck  or  well  struck,  connoisseurship  is  needed. 

PCGS  #007531 


1393  1854  Type  II.  MS-61.  A lovely  example  with  above  average 
striking  details,  this  coin  would  no  doubt  be  graded  MS-63  except 
for  having  a thin  obverse  scratch.  Of  course,  this  exception  is  all 
important.  We  suggest  that  you  inspect  the  coin  in  person,  and 
make  your  own  determination  of  value.  We  suggest  that  for  many 
observers  this  piece,  called  MS-61  here,  has  more  eye  appeal  and 
might  be  a better  addition  to  a collection  than  would  a certified 
MS-61  coin,  but  without  the  scratch. 

PCGS  #007531 
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1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  Expansive  cartwheel  lustre  graces 
the  satiny  deep  honey  gold  surfaces  of  this  scarce  and  popular  issue. 
Struck  from  clashed  dies,  as  virtually  always  seen  for  the  date. 


PCGS  #007531 


Uncirculated  1855  Gold  Dollar 


1395  1855  MS-62  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  specimen  with  rich 
golden  orange  highlights  that  share  the  surfaces  with  attractive 
olive  iridescence.  A pleasing  example  of  a perennial  favorite  with 
U.S.  gold  type  collectors. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007532 


NGC  Census:  3;  9 finer  (MS-62  finest). 

Of  the  1855-C,just  9,803  were  struck,  these  presenting  the  only  issue 
of  the  Type  II  design  made  at  Charlotte.  The  planchets  were  carelessly 
prepared,  the  striking  was  done  in  an  almost  primitive  manner,  and  the 
result  was  that  all  examples  have  irregularities  on  one  or  both  sides.  There 
is  no  such  thing  as  a sharply  struck  1855-C  with  great  eye  appeal!  That  said, 
the  rustic  nature  of  this  and  related  coins  has  its  own  appeal,  a numismatic 
equivalent  offolkart.  In  contrast,  an  1855  gold  dollar  from  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  can  be  obtained  with  excellent  striking  (although  in  the  minority)  and 
good  eye  appeal,  or  even  in  Proof  format. 

PCGS  #007533 

1397  1856  Slanted  5.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Robust  cartwheel  lustre  on  rich 
orange  gold  surfaces.  Some  faint  rose  and  pale  sky  blue  highlights 
grace  the  high  points.  Popular  variety  with  Slant  or  Italic  5 in  date. 
Attractive  for  the  grade. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007540 

Superb  Gem  1857  Gold  Dollar 
Off  the  Market  for  Two  Decades 
Among  the  Finest  Graded 


Mint  State  1855-C  Gold  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Known 


1396  1855-C  MS-60  (NGC).  An  outstanding  example  of  the  1855-C 
gold  dollar,  this  coin  ranks  as  one  of  the  finest  graded  by  NGC, 
with  the  best  being  MS-62.  This  coin  and  all  others  require  a deep 
degree  of  understanding — perhaps  following  the  essay  and  examples 
given  by  Dave  Bowers  for  a related  issue,  the  1857-C  gold  dollar, 
in  his  current  best  selling  book,  The  Expert’s  Guide  to  Collecting  & 
Investing  in  Rare  Coins. 

The  present  piece  is  lightly  detailed  at  the  highest  part  of  the 
center  of  the  obverse  and,  on  the  reverse,  slightly  left  of  center  in 
the  word  DOLLAR  and  at  the  second  digit  of  the  1855  date.  In 
addition,  the  dies  have  clashed  at  least  three  times,  with  outlines 
clearly  visible  under  magnification. 

Among  1855-C  gold  dollars  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  one  can 
hope  to  acquire.  It  is  quite  pleasing  in  its  particular  context,  and 
we  expect  much  competition  as  it  is  sold. 


1398  1857  MS-67  (PCGS).  A superb  specimen  of  the  date,  with  pre- 
cious few  equals.  The  lustre  alone  is  spectacular,  and  draws  one  to  j 
behold  one  of  the  finest  circulation  strike  gold  dollars  of  the  date. 
The  surfaces  are  mostly  brilliant  light  yellow  gold,  with  soft  orange 
and  rose  toning  across  both  sides.  Some  planchet  texture  is  visible 
in  the  leftmost  feathers  of  the  headdress,  as  made,  while  slight 
softness  is  noted  at  the  central  reverse  as  is  typical  for  gold  dollars 
of  this  date.  PCGS  has  graded  only  four  at  this  high  level,  with  a ' 
lone  piece  finer.  The  piece  was  last  offered  publicly  in  Stack’s  sale  ! 
ofjanuary  1986,  where  it  was  described  as  follows,  “Gem  Brilliant 
Uncirculated.  The  coin  is  ‘as  struck.’  Nothing  more  need  be  said 
about  it.”  Off  the  market  since  that  time,  held  tightly  as  a prized 
coin  in  a connoisseur’s  collection,  the  present  coin  should  attract 
wide  and  enthusiastic  interest. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

From  the  Neu>  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously from  Stack ’s 
sale  of  the  James  and  Margaret  Carter  Collection  of  United  States  Gold 
Coins  ofjanuary  1986,  Lot  38. 

PCGS  #007544 
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Landmark  Gem  1858  Gold  Dollar 
Off  the  Market  for  Twenty  Years 
Single  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 

1399  1858  MS-68  (PCGS)  . When  this  specimen  was  recently  submitted 
to  PCGS  for  certification,  no  examples  of  this  date  had  attained 
this  high  grade.  Now  the  bar  for  finest  known  of  the  date  has  risen 
with  the  present  coin  being  the  closest  to  perfection  of  the  nearly 
1 18,000  circulation  strike  examples  produced.  An  exceptional  gem, 
with  an  exquisite,  indeed  definitive  style,  with  full  details  on  both 
sides.  The  coin  is  well  worth  examining  for  this  feature  alone.  The 
lustre  on  both  sides  is  light  golden  orange  with  a hint  of  iridescence, 
warm  and  attractive.  Absolutely  breathtaking  in  its  quality,  and  the 
few  words  chosen  by  Stack’s  to  describe  it  in  1986,  its  last  public 
appearance,  are  a fitting  close,  “Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A 
pristine  example  ‘as  struck.’  The  coin  is  perfect.” 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  James  and  Margaret  Carter  Collection  of  United  States  Gold 
Coins,  January  1986,  Lot  42. 

PCGS  #007548 
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Choice  AU  1859-C  Gold  $1 

Final  Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Dollar 


1400  1859-C  AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  yellow  gold  with  much  mint 
brilliance  and  a high  degree  of  lustre  in  the  protected  areas.  Some 
lightness  of  strike  at  the  centers,  typical  for  the  issue.  The  planchet 
is  of  choice  quality,  the  circulation  marks  are  few  and  far  between, 
and  the  eye  appeal  is  extraordinary  for  the  assigned  grade.  Here  is 
a prize  that  would  be  a fine  addition  to  almost  any  gold  dollar  set. 

PCGS  #007552 


Uncirculated  1859-D  Gold  $1 


1401  1859-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Deep  yellow  gold  with  vibrant  cartwheel 

lustre  and  grand  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade.  Somewhat 
reflective  in  the  fields.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date  with  nearly  full 
design  elements  present  on  both  sides.  From  a mintage  of  just 
4,952  pieces,  though  attractive  high-grade  specimens  of  this  rar- 
ity enter  the  numismatic  marketplace  on  occasion;  the  presence  of 
this  lustrous  specimen  is  fortuitous  in  that  manner.  A date  that  sees 
bidding  pressure  from  gold  dollar  completists  as  well  as  Dahlonega 
Mint  specialists. 

PCGS  #007553 

Incredible  1866  Gold  Dollar 

First  Appearance  in  Two  Decades 


1402  1866  MS-68  (PCGS).  A marvelous  coin.  Highly  prooflike,  this 
piece  could  be  easily  mistaken  for  a full  Proof.  Indeed,  until  scholar- 
ship by  David  W.  Akers,  John  Dannreuther,  and  others  in  recent 
decades,  the  delineation  between  deep  mirror  prooflike  circulation 
strikes,  as  here,  and  full  Proofs,  was  not  defined.  In  fact,  we  are 
not  revealing  a weakness  to  state  that  in  the  absence  of  technical 
information  we  ourselves  might  call  this  a Proof.  In  fact  it  was 


noted  by  the  cataloguer  for  its  1986  appearance  in  a Stack’s  sale  to 
be  “virtually  indistinguishable  from  a Proof.”  That  said,  the  coin 
is  extremely  sharply  struck  with  superb  detail,  both  at  the  centers 
and  peripherally.  The  portrait  and  devices  arc  frosty  and  lustrous,  1 
set  against  a full  mirrorlike  field  for  a beautiful  cameo  effect.  To 
see  this  coin  is  to  want  to  own  it.  It  is  a landmark  gem  gold  dollar 
surpassed  in  grade  by  not  a single  specimen  seen  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  James  and  Margaret  Carter  Collection  of  United  States  Gold 
Coins,  January  1986,  Lot  59. 

PCGS  #007565 


Marvelous  Gem  1868  Gold  Dollar 

Off  the  Market  for  a Quarter  Century 


1403  1868  MS-68  (PCGS).  Another  long  hidden  coin  of  superb  gem 
quality  emerges  here,  a perhaps  unparalleled  example  of  the  date. 
The  obverse  and  reverse  are  essentially  brilliant  yellow  gold,  with 
faint  traces  of  warm  toning  which  add  to  the  visual  appeal.  Both 
sides  are  strikingly  lustrous,  typical  for  high-grade  gold  dollars. 
However,  the  level  of  preservation  found  here  is  certainly  atypical. 
Superbly  struck,  with  a very  light  prooflike  aspect  to  the  fields.  The 
only  markers  worthy  of  note  are  a tiny  obverse  lintmark  adjacent 
to  the  A of  STATES,  and  a couple  of  tiny  reverse  planchet  flakes, 
all  as  made.  The  aesthetic  appeal  and  visual  appearance  are  beyond 
compare.  The  last  time  this  coin  was  offered  for  sale  it  was  part 
of  Stack’s  October  1988  sale  titled,  “Rare  and  Important  United 
States  Gold  Coins,”  a fitting  title  for  an  impressive  offering.  The 
present  coin  was  one  of  many  extraordinary  pieces  included 
therein,  and  it  would  stand  as  an  important  highlight  of  any  col- 
lection. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack's 
sale  of  Rare  and  Important  United  States  Gold  Coins,  October  1988, 
Lot  6. 

PCGS  #007567 


Extraordinary  Prooflike  1872  Gold  SI 

Finest  PL  Certified  by  NGC 


1404  1872  MS-68  PL  (NGC).  An  impressive  prooflike  survivor  from 
a modest  mintage  for  the  date  of  just  3,500  circulation  strikes. 
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Heavily  frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields  with  a hint  of 
pale  orange.  A splendid  little  gem  that  holds  up  well  to  the  rigors 
of  careful  examination.  Don’t  miss  this  opportunity. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

From  the  Bareford  Collection. 

PCGS  #7572 

Splendid  Gem  Uncirculated  1872  Gold  $1 
The  Anion  Carter  Specimen 
None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


1405 


1872  MS-67  (PCGS).  A sparkling,  sharply  struck  gem  with  every 
bit  of  the  design  crisp  and  clear.  Frosty  motifs  and  satiny,  somewhat 
reflective  fields  display  rich  gold  and  faint  olive  iridescence.  Care- 
ful examination  reveals  a coin  that  is  easily  worthy  of  the  assigned 
grade.  A lasting  tribute  to  the  quality  of  the  coins  in  the  Anion  G. 
Carter,  Jr.  Family  Collection,  the  present  beauty  is  among  the  finest 
examples  of  the  date  seen  thus  far  by  PCGS.  If  you  mean  to  have 
just  one  Type  III  gold  dollar  in  your  collection,  you  will  be  doing 
yourself  a favor  when  you  take  a long,  critical  look  at  the  present 
coin;  we  suspect  you  won’t  find  much  to  criticize! 

PCGS  Population:  7;  none  finer. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Amen  Carter,  Jr.  Family  Collection,  January  1984,  Lot  508. 

PCGS  #007572 


1406  1880  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  A glistening  gem  prooflike  Type  111  gold 
dollar.  Heavily  frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields  display  a hint  of 
pale  rose  on  the  pale  honey  gold  surfaces.  Choice  for  the  assigned 
grade,  sharp  and  appealing  in  every  manner;  the  only  weakness  is 
at  the  C in  AMERICA.  Quite  rare  at  the  assigned  grade  or  finer, 
with  fewer  than  10  examples  of  the  date  given  a finer  PL  grade  by 
NGC. 

NGC  Census:  3;  8 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-68  PL  finest). 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007581 
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Spectacular  Gem  1881  Gold  Dollar 
Highest  PCGS  Grade 


1407  1881  MS-68  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  sharing  the  MS-68  des- 
ignation with  a number  of  others  in  the  PCGS  roster,  probably  due 
in  part  to  resubmissions  in  hopes  of  higher  grades.  However,  1881 
as  a date  is  often  seen  nice,  and  this  coin  is  an  excellent  example  of 
a superb  gem.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  needle  sharp  in  detail. 
The  fields  are  satiny  and  very  slightly  prooflike,  while  the  lustre  is 
extraordinary.  The  overall  aesthetic  appeal  is  superb.  Tied  for  finest 
graded  by  PCGS,  and  off  the  market  since  1978.  Another  beautiful 
gem  gold  dollar. 

PCGS  Population:  31 ; none  finer. 

The  low-mintage  dollars  of  this  date  and  certain  others  exist  in  some  fair 
numbers  today  due  to  old  time  holdings.  The  entire  situation  is  delineated 
in  Dave  Bowers’  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from 
Paramount’s  sale  of  November  1978,  Lot  583. 

PCGS  #007582 


Marvelous  Gem  1882  Gold  Dollar 
Highest  PCGS  Grade 
Long  Hidden  from  View 


1408  1882  MS-68  (PCGS).  Another  marvelous  gold  dollar  emerges 
to  delight  bidders — this  one  off  the  market  since  1982,  where  it 
was  offered  by  Paramount  in  Auction  ‘82,  and  called  a “wonder 
coin”.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  needle  sharp  in  strike,  beautiful 
in  appearance,  and  incredible  in  quality.  The  surfaces  are  brilliant 
light  yellow  gold  and  extremely  lustrous.  Seeing  gold  dollars  such 
as  are  offered  in  this  sale  from  an  old  time  collection  can  spoil  you, 
as  their  eye  appeal  is  truly  extraordinary!  Tied  with  only  five  others 
as  the  finest  graded  by  PCGS,  keeping  in  mind  that  some  of  these 
may  be  resubmissions  rather  than  five  separate  coins. 

Opportunity  being  what  it  is,  the  pieces  in  the  present  sale  are 
well  worth  competing  for.  No  collection  of  gold  dollars  can  ever 
be  formed  with  a full  run  in  grades  even  coming  close  to  this,  but 
it  certainly  would  be  nice  to  have  a few  pieces  as  highlights. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  none  finer. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from 
Paramount’s  section  of  Auction  ‘82,  August  1982,  Lot  1851. 

PCGS  #007583 
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Superb  Gem  1884  Gold  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Graded 


1409  1884  MS-67  (PCGS).  Another  superb  gold  dollar.  Very  sharply 
struck  with  satiny  lustrous  devices,  and  prooflike  fields  on  both 
sides.  Brilliant  yellow  gold  with  striking  aesthetic  appeal.  Among 
all  examples  seen  by  PCGS,  only  three  have  exceeded  this  piece  in 
grade.  A desirable  high-grade  dollar  that  has  been  off  the  market 
since  1985. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  3 finer  (all  MS-68). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  October  1985,  Lot  718. 

PCGS  #007585 


Splendid  Gem  Proof  1885  Gold  $1 


1410  1885  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A splendid  gem  cameo  Proof,  though  the 
cameo  aspect  is  not  to  be  found  on  the  NGC  holder.  Frosted  motifs 
and  mirrored  fields  display  rich  honey  gold  highlights  tempered  by 
faint  rose  in  places.  Sharply  struck,  one  of  1,105  Proofs  of  the  date 
produced. 

PCGS  Population:  20;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-67). 

PCGS  #007635 


1411  1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  rose-gold  with  deep  orange  high- 

lights. A frosty  beauty  that  approaches  gem  quality  even  viewed 
under  low  magnification. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007588 


1412  1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  rose-gold  with  rich  cartwheel  lustre, 
and  with  great  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007589 


Superb  Gem  1889  Gold  Dollar 
Among  Finest  Graded 
Off  the  Market  for  34  Years 


1413  1889  MS-67  (PCGS).  A fitting  end  to  our  selection  of gold  dollars  I 
from  this  old  time  collection  is  the  present  piece — a lustrous  gem 
that  was  last  sold  in  1972  by  the  late,  great  Paramount  International 
Coin  Corporation.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  well  struck,  the 
lustre  is  complete,  and  the  coin  has  excellent  visual  appeal.  Only  a 
single  specimen  is  graded  finer  by  PCGS. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from 
Paramount’s  sale  of  November  1972,  Lot  1472. 

PCGS  #007590 


1414  1889  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  incredibly  beautiful  honey  gold  speci- 

men with  intense  cartwheel  lustre  that  seemingly  leaps  from  the 
satiny,  gem-quality  surfaces.  A beautiful  survivor  from  the  final 
year  of  the  gold  dollar  denomination. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007590 
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Important  AU-58  1796  No  Stars  $2.50 

An  Historic  Rarity  and  One  Year  Type 

1415  1796  Breen  1.  Rarity-5.  No  Stars.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Attractive 
and  lustrous  light  yellow  gold  with  a blush  of  darker  toning  on 
the  highest  points  of  the  design.  Good  satiny  lustre  remains  on 
the  reverse,  less  so  on  the  obverse  as  is  typical  for  the  issue,  due 
to  the  exposure  of  the  expansive  fields.  Few  marks  or  flaws  of  any 
consequence  are  noted,  just  a tiny  nick  inside  the  obverse  rim  near 
8:00  and  some  light  hairlines.  The  strike  is  good  for  the  issue,  with 
only  a small  central  obverse  depression  and  softness  on  the  eagle’s 
neck.  The  shield,  clouds,  and  reverse  stars  remain  crisp.  Little 
wear  is  noted,  and  the  assigned  grade  appears  perfectly  accurate  to 
us.  Other  AU-58s  we  have  seen  are  not  as  technically  nice  or  as 
aesthetically  pleasing. 

PCGS  has  graded  just  six  specimens  as  Mint  State,  the  best 
of  which  (and  the  lone  MS-65)  we  sold  for  $1.38  million  in  June 
2005.  While  there  is  a large  concentration  of  pieces  at  the  AU-58 
level  (13  on  current  PCGS  reports),  this  appears  to  us  to  be  a glut 
based  on  optimistic  hopes  of  one  “crossing  over”  to  Mint  State 
and  thus  making  the  lucky  submitter  a rather  substantial  profit.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  the  last  time  we  offered  a PCGS  AU-58, 
in  June  2004,  the  AU-58  population  was  27  pieces!  The  number 
was  apparently  halved  by  one  large  submitter  turning  over  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  broken-out  inserts. 

This  issue  has  so  many  interesting  aspects  for  a collector  to 
consider:  it  is  the  first  quarter  eagle,  it  has  a small  mintage  of  just 
963  pieces,  it  is  a vital  one-year  type  coin,  and  it  is  one  of  the  most 
distinctive  of  all  U.S.  coins  by  design.  A substantial  percentage  of 
those  extant  have  serious  problems,  ranging  from  use  as  jewelry 
to  more  recent  “improvements.”  This  piece  is  a most  desirable 
example,  offering  excellent  sharpness  and  eye  appeal  and  fit  for  a 
carefully  selected  cabinet. 

From  Stack’s/Sotheby’s  sale  of  the  “Dallas  Bank”  (Jeff  Browning) 
Collection,  October  2001,  Lot  295. 

PCGS  #007645 


Photo  enlarged 
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Important  1796  No  Stars  $2.50  Rarity 

Another  Specimen  of  a Classic  Type 


2x  photo 


1416  1796  Breen-1.  Rarity-5.  No  Stars.  Net  EF-40  (ANACS); 

“AU  details.  Ex-jewelry,  cleaned.”  Another  example  of  this  vitally 
important  first  year  type.  Bright  light  yellow  gold  fields  show 
reflectivity  and  hairlines  from  polishing,  while  some  minor  raised 
surface  granularity7  is  visible  around  LIBERTY  and  the  date.  The 
devices  on  both  obverse  and  reverse  are  well  defined  and  unaffected, 
with  good  AU  detail  on  both  sides,  making  this  a highly  collectible 
example  of  the  type.  A very  tiny  dent  at  the  denticles  above  3:00 
on  the  obverse  is  noted,  a single  tiny  speck  of  solder  is  present  on 
the  bust  above  7 of  the  date,  but  there  are  no  substantial  nicks, 
scratches,  or  damage  to  be  seen. 

While  not  a perfect  specimen,  this  example  remains  an  accept- 
able example  of  a type  that  sees  wide  demand  and  will  be  in  the 
price  range  of  a far  wider  swath  of  collectors. 

PCGS  #007645 


Very  Rare  1796  With  Stars  $2.50 
Mintage:  432 


1417  1796  Breen-2.  Rarity-5.  With  Stars.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness 
of  EF-40,  cleaned.  Pleasing  deep  yellow  gold  surfaces  retain  an 
attractive  and  natural  look  despite  an  array  of  hairlines  from  a 
light  cleaning  long  ago.  Evenly  worn  and  nicely  detailed,  this  coin 
remains  undamaged  and  highly  collectible.  A thin  vertical  scratch 
is  noted  in  the  right  obverse  field,  short  scratch  under  tip  of  bust, 
natural  struck-through  flaws  under  stars  1 and  3,  no  heavy  nicks. 
The  rims  are  free  of  flaws  or  bruises. 

One  of  just  432  pieces  struck,  this  issue  is  sometimes  over- 
shadowed by  the  more  “common”  1796  No  Stars  simply  because 
of  the  pressure  on  that  issue  from  type  set  collectors.  The  With 
Stars  variety  has  the  same  historical  value  as  a first-year  striking 
of  the  quarter  eagle  denomination  and  a far  smaller  population  of 
survivors.  This  piece  offers  collectors  a fine  balance  of  affordability 
with  substantial  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #007647 


Scarce  1802/1  $2.50 


2x  photo 


1418  1802/1  Breen-1.  Rarity-4.  Net  VF-25;  sharpness  of  AU-50, 
whizzed,  rim  filed.  Even  bright  yellow  gold,  a bit  granular  and 
overbright  but  very  consistent  in  appearance.  Nicely  detailed  on 
both  sides,  only  minor  contact  points,  batch  of  hairlines  in  left 
obverse  field  but  none  are  visible  elsewhere.  The  reverse  rim  has 
been  carefully  and  nearly  imperceptibly  filed  below  the  arrow  talon 
left  of  6:00.  A desirable  specimen  and  a fine  way  to  include  this 
scarce  and  historic  type  in  your  set. 

PCGS  #007650 
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Sharp  1804  14  Stars  $2.50 


2 x photo 

1419  1804  Breen-1.  Rarity-4.  14  Star  Reverse.  Net  EF-40;  sharp- 
ness ot  AU-58,  repaired.  Pleasing  and  even  rich  yellow  gold  with 
a very  attractive  appearance.  No  hairlines  are  prominent  and  the 
details  are  very  nearly  that  of  a Mint  State  coin,  but  very  careful 
examination  reveals  some  delicate  tooling  at  9:00  and  3:00  inside 
the  reverse  rim  consistent  with  use  in  jewelry.  A few  light  scratches 
are  visible  on  the  obverse,  including  one  near  star  1 and  two  others 
near  liberty’s  lips  and  chin.  A few  low  spots  around  the  reverse  rim 
are  visible  under  a glass.  This  remains  a good  example  of  a scarce 
issue  and  one  that  deserves  consideration. 

From  Superior’s  sale  of  September  2005,  Lot  1733  (@  $13,225). 

PCGS  #007652 
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Appealing  EF  1806/4  $2.50 


2x  photo 


1420  1806/4  Breen-1.  Rarity-4.  EF-45  (NGC).  Deep  orange-yellow 
toning  graces  both  obverse  and  reverse  with  olive  green  highlights 
and  good  remaining  lustre  for  the  grade.  One  of  only  1,136  circula- 
tion strikes  of  the  date  produced.  Lightly  worn  but  never  abused, 
many  tiny  and  individually  inconsequential  contact  marks  in  fields, 
minor  abrasion  under  star  1 and  another  outside  stars  2-3,  a batch 
of  horizontal  adjustment  marks  in  the  low  spot  at  central  obverse 
and  a few  less  obvious  vestiges  of  vertical  adjustment  marks  above 
the  date.  The  central  reverse  is  a bit  soft,  as  usually  seen  on  even 
very  high-grade  specimens.  The  visual  appeal  is  very  pleasing  for 
the  grade  and  recommends  this  to  enthusiasts  of  nicely  toned  early 
gold  coins. 

PCGS  #007654 
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Pedigreed  1808  $2.50  Rarity 

From  the  Maris  and  Garrett  Collections 

1421  1808  Breen  1.  Rarity-4.  AU-53  (PCGS)  . An  exciting  specimen 
of  this  great  rarity,  one  of  the  key  issues  in  any  U.S.  type  set.  At-  I 
tractive  light  gold  surfaces  show  somewhat  deeper  yellow  toning  I 
around  peripheral  design  elements.  A trace  of  lustre  survives  in  J 
protected  areas  of  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  shows  much  more 
lustre  and  some  evidence  of  remaining  reflectivity.  Only  light  marks  I 
commensurate  with  the  grade  are  present.  A tiny  scrape  above  the 
final  S in  STATES  and  a short  vertical  scratch  left  of  the  denomi- 
nation serve  to  hnk  this  piece  to  the  Garrett  plate  and,  thus,  to  its 
extensive  and  important  provenance.  Neither  mark  is  alarming  in 
the  least  when  examined  in  hand  or  under  magnification. 

Vital  to  a gold  type  set,  the  1808  quarter  eagle  is  a one-year  de- 
sign type  with  an  infinitesimal  mintage  ofjust  2,710  pieces.  Only  a 
tiny  fraction  of  that  number  survives,  most  well-handled  and  many 
showing  a generous  degree  of  abuse.  This  piece  on  the  contrary 
shows  just  light  gentle  circulation  wear.  It  is  also  possible  that  this 
has  the  oldest  provenance  of  any  surviving  specimen,  dating  back 
to  before  1886  when  this  piece  was  owned  by  Dr.  Edward  Maris. 

It  was  preserved  in  the  Garrett  Collection  for  nearly  a century 
thereafter  and  has  been  privately  held  in  the  two  and  a hall  decades 
since.  We’re  delighted  to  offer  this  piece  to  a new  generation,  as  we 
have  no  doubts  of  the  satisfaction  it  will  bring  its  next  owner. 

The  name  of  Dr.  Edward  Maris,  the  Quaker  physician  of  Philadelphia, 
is  rarely  associated  with  gold  coins.  Though  best  known  for  his  enduring 
188 1 elephant-folio  work  on  the  coins  of  Newjersey,  his  collection  actually 
included  a number  of  gold  issues,  including  both  varieties  of  1796  quarter 
eagles.  Using  H.P.  Newlin  as  his  agent,  T.  Harrison  Garrett  was  an  active 
buyer  in  the  1886  Maris  sale.  Newlin,  a Philadelphia  attorney  and  vest- 
pocket  dealer,  is  best  known  for  his  pioneering  work  on  half  dimes. 

From  the  collection  of  Dr.  Edward  Maris;  the  self-catalogued  sale  of 
the  Maris  Collection,  June  1886,  Lot  16;  Bowers  and  Ruddy's  sale  of  the 
Garrett  Collection,  Part  II,  March  1980,  Lot  742. 

PCGS  #007660 
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Another  Very  Rare  1808  $2.50 

Important  One  Year  Type 


Choice  AU  1831  Quarter  Eagle 


1422  1808  Breen-1.  Rarity-4.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  ofEF-40, 
repaired  at  central  reverse.  Light  yellow  gold  surfaces  show  a bit 
of  deeper  coppery  toning  and  slightly  granular  texture  in  fields. 
Some  hairlines  arc  visible  on  both  sides.  The  detail  remains  quite 
good  even  at  the  often-weak  peripheries.  A mount  of  some  sort 
was  apparently  affixed  to  the  central  reverse,  where  some  tooling 
indicates  the  area  from  which  it  was  removed  and  a bit  of  delicate 
re-engraving  may  be  seen  in  the  shield.  To  the  naked  eye,  this 
gives  the  appearance  of  a natural  and  attractive  EF  coin,  and  even  a 
viewing  assisted  by  magnification  leaves  the  impression  of  a pleasing 
and  collectible  example.  We  expect  to  see  strong  demand  on  this 
mid-level  specimen  as  one  more  collector  completes  a full  set  of 
all  U.S.  coin  designs  with  its  purchase. 

PCGS  #007660 


2x  photo 


1423  1831  Breen-1.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Deep  olive-gold  and 
decidedly  prooflike,  as  virtually  always  seen  for  the  date.  Frosty 
motifs  and  mirrored  fields  make  a pleasing  cameo  contrast.  A nicely 
struck  and  only  faintly  marked  survivor  from  a mintage  for  the  date 
of  just  4,520  circulation  strikes.  Finer  than  typically  seen,  as  the 
mirrored  fields  are  not  as  heavily  marked  as  on  other  examples  of 
the  date.  A worthwhile  coin  to  pursue  as  well  as  own. 

PCGS  #007671 
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Uncirculated  1834  Classic  Head  $2.50 


1424  1834  B-6140.  Classic  Head.  MS-61  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous 
deep  yellow  gold  with  some  warm  orange  highlights.  Largely  proof- 
like with  appreciable  contrast  between  the  devices  and  the  fields. 
Further,  the  strike  is  sharp,  and  most  important,  the  eye  appeal  is 
choice  for  the  assigned  grade. 

Breen-6140.  “Large  or  Booby  Flead.  Six  reverse  varieties.  Large  4 very 
close  to  curl;  deep  indentation  in  curls  at  2:30,  thick  lips,  jutting  jaw,  eye 
more  deeply  set.” 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007692 


Mint  State  1834  Classic  Head  $2.50 


1425  1834  B-6140.  Classic  Head.  MS-61  (NGC).  Deep  yellow  gold 
with  warm  orange  highlights.  Impressively  lustrous  and  nicely 
struck. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007692 


1426  1834B-6138.  Classic  Head.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A lightly  circulated 
and  fully  prooflike  vibrant  olive-gold  example  from  the  first  year  of 
the  design  type  without  motto  on  reverse.  Some  hairlines  present 
on  both  sides,  though  no  other  serious  marks  are  noted  other  than 
a small,  natural  planchet  depression  on  the  reverse  above  the  eagle’s 
head.  Horizontal  planchet  adjustment  marks,  as  struck,  noted  in 
Liberty’s  tresses  on  the  obverse.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

Breen-6138.  “Small  head,  large  arrowheads.  Date  far  from  curls;  roll  of 
curls  on  back  of  head  almost  straight.” 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007692 


1427  1834  B-6140.  Classic  Head.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Deep  olive-gold 
with  warm  yellow  lustre  in  the  protected  areas.  A pleasing  coin  for 
the  assigned  grade. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007692 
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1431  1836  B-6143.  Script  8.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Deep  olive -gold  with 

much  yellow  brilliance  in  the  protected  areas.  Bisecting  obverse 
die  crack  light  but  noticeable. 

Breen-6143.  “Head  of  1835.  Tall  Head;  only  tip  of  upper  ribbon  shows, 
tiny  forelock  close  to  sixth  star.” 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007694 


1437  1837  B-6145.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Generous  amounts  of  yellow 
brilliance  with  splashes  of  deep  orange  iridescence  on  yellow  gold 
surfaces.  Lustrous  and  appealing,  decidedly  choice  for  the  assigned 
grade. 

Breen-6145.  “Same  type  |Head  of  1837],  Very  scarce.” 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007695 


1432  1836  B-6143.  Script  8.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Deep  orange  gold  with 
bright  lemon  yellow  luminosity  in  the  protected  areas.  Nicely 
struck. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007694 

'*! _ 


1430  1836  B-6142.  Block  8.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  deep 
honey  gold  with  orange  and  olive  highlights.  Faintly  reflective  in 
the  fields,  particularly  in  the  reverse  field.  Nicely  struck  for  the 
date. 

Breen-6142.  “Head  of  1834.  Three  reverse  varieties.  Rare.  Both  rib- 
bon ends  plain.” 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #097694 


Mint  State  1836  Quarter  Eagle 


1436  Interesting  coin  bracelet  incorporating  five  quarter  eagles, 

average  grade  VF  or  better,  polished,  and  connected  with  a chain 
with  clasp  at  the  end.  The  coins  are  as  follows;  ☆ 1836  (2)  ☆ 1844- 
D ☆ 1861  Type  II  Reverse  ☆ 1879.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


1428  1834  B-6140.  Classic  Head.  AU-53  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous 
honey  gold  with  some  yellow  and  orange  highlights.  Surfaces  ap- 
pear lightly  pebbled  under  low  magnification. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007692 


1429  1835  B-6141.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Satiny  yellow  gold  with  deep 
orange  highlights  in  the  protected  areas.  Plenty  of  lustre  and  some 
prooflike  reflectivity  on  both  sides. 

Breen-6141.  “Taller  Head.  Four  reverse  varieties.” 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007693 


1435  1836  B-6144.  AU-55  (NGC).  Deep  rose-gold  with  deeper  rose 
highlights  and  underlying  lustre  in  the  protected  areas. 

Breen-6144.  “Head  of  1837.  Very  rare.  Hair  slopes  back  directly  front 
filet,  far  from  sixth  star.  Device  punch  by  Gobrecht.” 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007694 


1433  1836  B-6142.  Block  8.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous 
honey  gold  with  rich  yellow  iridescence  on  both  sides.  A few  faint 
marks,  none  of  them  overly  upsetting,  choice  and  true  to  the  as- 
signed grade. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #097694 


1434  1836  B-6143.  Script  8.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  honey  gold 
with  some  deeper  olive  highlights.  Scattered  tiny  marks  become 
obvious  under  magnification. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007694 
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1438  1838-C  B-6147.  AU-58  (NGC).  An  attractive  example  of  the 
first  Charlotte  quarter  eagle,  the  Classic  Head  style  with  letter  C 
above  the  third  digit  of  the  date.  Light  yellow  gold.  Above  average 
in  striking  quality.  At  this  level  this  piece  is  probably  nicer  than  80 
% on  the  numismatic  market.  Ever  popular  as  a first  year  of  issue, 
and,  of  course,  as  a Charlotte  Mint  quarter  eagle. 

PCGS  #007697 


Uncirculated  1839-0  $2.50 

First  New  Orleans  Quarter  Eagle 
360°  Die  Alignment 


1439  1839-0  B-6153.  MS-61  (NGC).  Satiny  olive-gold  with  some 
brighter  highlights  in  the  protected  areas.  A pleasing  example 
from  the  first  year  of  quarter  eagle  coinage  from  the  fledgling  New 
Orleans  Mint,  as  well  as  the  final  year  of  the  Classic  Head  design 
type  and  the  final  year  of  obverse  mintmark  placement.  Important 
for  its  quality  and  popular  for  its  place  in  numismatic  history. 

Breen-6153.  “1839-0  close  fraction,  large  arrows.  Date  low  and  straight; 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth  stars  repunched,  with  disconnected  berry. . .occasion- 
ally comes  with  reverse  aligned  1809  from  normal.” 

In  addition  to  the  medal  turn  die  alignment  offered  on  the  present  speci- 
men, we  note  that  the  reverse  is  about  to  collapse,  as  careful  examination 
reveals  a heavy  network  of  serious  die  cracks. 

PCGS  #007701 
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Choice  AU-58  1839-0  $2.50 


1440  1839-0  B-6152.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  olive -gold 
specimen  with  much  mint  brilliance  in  the  protected  areas.  Nicely 
struck  and  only  lightly  circulated,  with  few  marks  of  any  merit.  A 
choice  example  of  the  grade  and  design  type. 

Breen-6152.  “1839-0  wide  fraction,  small  arrows,  date  high  and  curved, 
no  berry,  disconnected  arrow  shafts.” 

The  reverse  of  this  die  has  been  heavily  polished,  and  the  olive  leaves  all 
seemingly  float,  unattached  to  the  rest  of  the  design.  Additionally,  a heavy 
die  crack  runs  from  the  top  of  the  I in  UNITED  to  the  top  of  the  first  2 
in  the  denomination. 

PCGS  #007701 


Desirable  1839-0  $2.50  Gold 


1441  1839-0  B-6152.  AU-55.  A lovely  example.  The  obverse  and 
reverse  are  exquisite  in  striking  sharpness,  with  well  defined  hair 
strands,  stars,  and  eagle  features.  The  fields  retain  much  of  the 
original  lustre.  A few  contact  marks  are  seen  here  and  there,  typical 
for  the  grade. 

From  Spink  America’s  sale  of  October  1996,  Lot  433. 

PCGS  #007701 

Attractive  1840-0  Quarter  Eagle 

First  Liberty  Head  Issue 


1442  1840-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Fairly  well  struck  and  in  light  yellow 
gold,  this  1840-0  quarter  eagle  retains  much  of  its  original  lustre. 
The  date  and  mint  are  scarce  in  their  own  right,  as  nearly  all  pieces 
have  long  since  disappeared.  The  year  is  also  significant  as  the 
debut  of  the  Liberty  Head  design  by  Christian  Gobrecht,  a motif 
that  continued  uninterruptedly  until  1907,  the  longest  such  span 
for  any  unchanged  design  in  American  numismatics. 

PCGS  #007720 
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Lustrous  Choice  AU  1843-D  S2.50 

Small  Date,  Crosslet  4,  Small  D Mintmark 


Lustrous  1843-C  Quarter  Eagle 

Large  Date,  Plain  4 


1443  1843-C  Large  Date.  Plain  4.  AU-58  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen 
of  this  popular  variety,  the  present  coin  displays  richly  lustrous 
surfaces  of  gold  and  magenta.  The  striking  is  somewhat  light  at 
the  centers,  this  being  par  for  the  variety.  The  star  points  are  very 
well  detailed,  as  are  the  peripheral  areas  on  the  reverse.  A pristine 
coin  of  high  quality  and  excellent  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #007728 


1444  1843-C  Large  Date,  Plain  4.  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  EF- 
45,  cleaned.  An  attractive  coin,  despite  some  light  cleaning  long 
ago — subtle  enough  that  most  would  not  notice.  An  affordable 
example  of  this  early  Charlotte  date  and  variety. 

PCGS  #007728 


1445  1843-D  Small  Date,  Crosslet  4,  Small  D mintmark.  AU-58 
(PCGS) . Highly  lustrous  bright  yellow  gold  with  some  warm  olive 
and  some  deeper  gold  highlights.  A sharply  struck  example  of  the 
date,  one  of36,209  quarter  eagles  produced  in  Dahlonega  in  1843. 
Absolutely  choice  in  all  regards,  with  just  a few  faint  marks  that 
become  evident  only  under  low  magnification.  If  only  all  Dahlonega 
Mint  quarter  eagles  looked  as  fine  as  the  specimen  here! 

PCGS  Population:  18;  10  finer  within  the  designation  (MS-63  fin- 
est). 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007730 
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1447 


1843-0  Large  Date,  Plain  4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous 
yellow  gold  with  warm  olive  highlights.  Some  prooflike  reflectivity 
is  noted,  especially  on  the  reverse.  A tiny  obverse  rim  disturbance 
is  noted  at  2:00,  a raised  area  perhaps  from  a small  edge  bruise. 
Large  Date,  Plain  4,  a variety  that  saw  mintage  of  76,000  pieces, 
considerably  scarcer  than  the  Small  Date,  Crosslet  4 variety  of  the 
year,  which  saw  a reported  mintage  of  288,002  pieces.  Broadly 
repunched  mintmark  noted  on  the  reverse.  Worthy  of  up-close 
inspection  as  early-dated  New  Orleans  Mint  gold  coinage  is  finally 
coming  into  its  own.  A scarce  date  in  higher  grades  of  AU-58,  or 
finer,  reflected  by  the  fact  that  fewer  than  a dozen  examples  of  this 
date  have  been  graded  finer  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  26;  11  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

PCGS  #007732 

Attractive  AU  1844-D  $2.50 


1844-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  olive-gold  with 
rich  yellow  iridescence  in  the  protected  areas.  Some  faint  contact 
marks  are  present,  none  of  them  worthy  of  individual  mention. 
Nicely  struck  with  full  design  details  present;  the  only  softness  in 
the  details  is  from  actual  circulation,  not  strike.  This  alone  places 
the  present  specimen  well  above  the  typical  1844-D  quarter  eagle. 
From  a modest  mintage  for  the  date  of  17,332  pieces,  of  which  this 
is  almost  certainly  one  of  the  prettiest  AU  pieces  around. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007736 


Lovely  Choice  AU  1845-D  $2.50 


1448  1845-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  rich 
orange  highlights  in  the  protected  areas.  Sharply  struck  and  thor- 
oughly pleasing  for  the  assigned  grade.  Much  of  the  mintage  for 
the  date,  19,460  pieces,  went  immediately  into  circulation  where 
they  served  their  purpose  for  a considerable  length  of  time,  the 
end  result  being  that  most  known  survivors  today  are  VF  to  EF. 
At  AU-58,  as  here,  the  date  becomes  a modest  rarity. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  4 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007738 


American  Numismatic:  Rarith 


Choice  AU  1849-D  $2.50 


1449  1849-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  deep  yellow  gold  with  rich 
orange  highlights.  An  elusive  date  in  all  grades,  especially  above  EF. 
Just  10,945  examples  were  struck,  and  choice  AU  or  finer  specimens 
can  be  considered  rare  by  any  standards.  For  the  record,  PCGS  has 
not  certified  an  example  of  the  date  finer  than  MS-61,  see  below. 
The  present  coin  is  essentially  mark  free,  and  is  undeniably  choice 
overall. 

PCGS  Population:  17;  13  finer  (MS-61  finest). 

Date  logotype  low  and  slightly  left,  lower  left  serit  ot  1 in  date  touches 
dentils.  This  variety  seems  to  be  marginally  scarcer  than  that  with  higher 
date;  all  but  one  of  the  1849-D  quarter  eagles  in  the  Bass  Collection  were 
of  the  seemingly  more  available  high  date  variety. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007754 


1450  1853  MS-63  (NGC).  A very  appealing  example  of  this  popular 
quarter  eagle  variety,  with  rich  lustre  over  surfaces  that  are  above 
average  in  striking  sharpness  (not  needle  sharp,  but  remarkably 
good).  Light  yellow  color.  A splendid  example  for  the  assigned 
grade. 

PCGS  #007767 


1451  1853  MS-63  (NGC)  . An  attractive  example,  especially  lustrous,  in 

bright  yellow  gold,  of  this  popular  date — one  of  two  that  seem  to 
have  been  together  for  a long  time,  possibly  for  generations.  This 
and  the  preceding  are  essentially  the  same  appearance,  color,  and 
overall  quality. 

Idea:  Buy  them  both  and  use  them  in  an  expanded  type  set  to  show 
obverse  and  reverse. 

PCGS  #007767 
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AU  1853-D  Quarter  Eagle 

Mintage:  3,178 


1452  1853-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Muted  underlying  lustre  supports  deep 
rose  and  orange  toning  highlights,  with  some  deepening  lilac 
highlights  on  the  high  points.  From  a small  mintage  for  the  date 
ofjust  3,178  pieces,  with  the  typical  survivor  from  that  issue  at  VF 
or  so.  Very  scarce  in  AU,  undeniably  rare  in  Mint  State.  A grand 
opportunity. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  18  finer  (MS-62  finest). 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007768 

Important  1857-D  $2.50  Rarity 

Mintage:  Just  2,364 


1453  1857-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Attractive  yellow  gold  with  strong  lus- 
tre. By  any  view,  the  1857-D  is  one  of  the  great  key  issues  among 
quarter  eagles  of  the  Liberty  Head  type.  The  present  piece  answers 
the  need  for  a basic  example,  but  far  beyond  this  it  is  sharply  struck, 
highly  lustrous,  and  has  tremendous  eye  appeal.  If  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 
were  living  today,  we  could  readily  imagine  that  he  would  compete 
strongly!  Quality,  rarity,  appearance — they  all  come  together  in  this 
one  piece. 

PCGS  #007783 


1454  1857-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A popular  quarter  eagle  issue  from  the 
early  days  of  San  Francisco  Mint  production.  Deep  honey  gold  with 
a rich  array  of  bright  yellow  and  orange  iridescence.  Nicely  struck 
with  just  circulation  wear  diminishing  the  boldness  of  the  design 
features. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007785 
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Superb  Gem  1860  Quarter  Eagle 
New  Reverse  Style 
Off  the  Market  for  Two  Decades 


1455  1860  New  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  of  the 
1860  quarter  eagle  with  the  slightly  modified  reverse,  this  piece 
stands  tied  with  one  other  as  finest  graded  by  PCGS.  In  addition, 
the  coin  is  superbly  struck  with  full  definition  of  all  details,  has  rich 
satiny  lustre,  and  eye  appeal  that  is  without  compare.  A splendid 
specimen  that  the  quarter  eagle  specialist  will  want  to  consider 
carefully,  for  an  equivalent  opportunity  may  not  arise  any  time 
soon.  Off  the  market  since  its  appearance  in  Paramount’s  section 
of  Auction  ‘83,  where  it  was  described  as  follows:  “1860,  Superb 
Gem  Uncirculated  67.  An  amazing  quality  coin,  finer  than  any 
other  business  strike  of  this  date  than  [sir]  we  can  recall  seeing.  The 
coin  is  fully  struck  and  has  superb  satiny  surfaces  that  are  virtually 
free  of  marks.  The  lustre  is  exceptional  and  the  color  is  a beautiful, 
natural  medium  greenish  gold.  Quite  possibly  the  finest  known 
business  strike  of  the  this  date.”  An  impressive  statement  by  David 
Akers,  who  catalogued  the  sale  and  has  long  been  recognized  as  an 
authority  on  federal  gold  coins. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from 
Paramount’s  section  of  Auction  ‘83,  July  1983,  Lot  313. 

PCGS  #007791 


Important  Choice  Uncirculated  1860-S  $2.50 
The  Clapp-Eliasberg  Specimen 
Among  Three  Finest  Seen  by  PCGS 


1456  1860-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Type  1 Reverse.  A frosty  medium  golden 
specimen  with  a high  degree  of  lustre  and  some  faint  toning  nu- 
ances. Sharply  struck  for  the  date,  with  just  a hint  of  weakness  in 
the  eagle’s  legs  on  the  reverse;  all  other  design  elements  are  crisply 
represented.  A greatly  prized  rarity  in  Uncirculated,  as  any  specialist 
in  the  Liberty  quarter  eagle  series  will  be  only  too  happy  to  tell 
you.  Of  the  35,600  circulation  strikes  produced,  the  vast  majority 
saw  heavy  use  in  West  Coast  commerce,  the  end  result  being  that 
today’s  survivors  are  apt  to  be  VF  overall  with  some  in  the  EF  grade 
range  as  well.  At  AU,  the  date’s  rarity  becomes  apparent,  and  in 
Mint  State,  as  here,  it  is  virtually  as  rare  as  any  other  in  the  U.S.  gold 
series.  In  the  1982  United  States  Gold  Coin  Collection  catalogue,  Dave 
Bowers  remarked  “it  is  quite  possible  that  the  present  specimen  is 
the  finest  known  of  its  kind.”  That  remark  24  years  ago  still  holds 
true  today,  as  the  present  specimen  is  one  ofjust  three  examples  of 
the  date  called  MS-63  by  PCGS,  with  none  certified  finer  by  that 
firm.  Indeed,  Uncirculated  grades  from  MS-60  to  MS-62  account 
for  just  seven  other  entries  in  the  PCGS  roster.  A beautiful  coin  in 
a rare  state  of  preservation  with  a magnificent  pedigree. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  the John 
H.  Clapp  Collection,  1942;  Bowers  and  Ruddy’s  sale  of  the  UnitedStates 
Gold  Coin  Collection  (Eliasberg  Collection),  October  1982,  Lot  192. 

PCGS  #007793 
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Pedigreed  Choice  Uncirculated  1863-S  $2.50 
Sears-Clapp-Eliasberg  Specimen 
None  Deemed  Finer  by  PCGS 

1457  1863-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  deeper 
golden  highlights  in  the  recessed  areas.  An  important  example  of  a 
date  that  is  exceedingly  rare  in  Mint  State,  especially  at  the  choice 
MS-64  level.  Interestingly  enough,  while  the  strike  of  the  present 
beauty  is  well  above  average  in  all  areas,  the  lowest  part  of  Liberty’s 
hair  bun  is  rough  and  lightly  textured,  as  if  the  metal  in  the  planchet 
at  that  point  did  not  flow  into  the  die;  this  serves  as  an  identification 
point  for  the  present  specimen.  From  a mintage  of  10,800  quarter 
eagles  of  the  date,  nearly  all  of  which  saw  significant  circulation. 
The  date  is  rare  enough  in  Mint  State  grades  that  Harry  Bass  was 
only  able  to  locate  an  attractive  AU-58  example  in  all  his  years  of 
searching.  With  the  vast  majority  of  known  specimens  at  VF  or 
sometimes  EF,  even  the  Bass  coin  was  considered  a treasure  in 
its  time.  Writing  about  the  present  beauty  in  1982,  Dave  Bowers 
noted:  “Records  of  only  a few'  Mint  State  examples  can  be  found 
in  the  literature,  and  probably  not  one  of  these  exceeds  the  present 
specimen,  and  it  is  not  certain  that  any  indeed  equal  it.”  While  we 
have  not  had  a recent  look  at  the  other  MS-64  example  of  the  date 
currently  certified  by  PCGS,  we  imagine  it  would  have  to  be  a real 
“knockout”  to  measure  up  to  the  beauty  and  quality  offered  here. 
A coin  that  has  been  lovingly  preserved  since  the  days  of  Elmer  S. 
Sears,  who  sold  this  piece  in  November  1910.  The  Clapp  Family 
then  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  were  also  careful,  cautious  curators  of 
this  spectacular  rarity,  and  now  the  mantle  passes  to  another  world- 
class  collection.  Whether  or  not  that  collection  is  yours  depends  on 
your  tenacity  when  this  beautiful  and  important  Liberty  quarter 
eagle  crosses  the  auction  block. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

As  someone  who  both  enjoys  and  appreciates  the  Liberty  gold  series, 
especially  the  rare  dates,  the  present  writer  thinks  it  is  appropriate  at  this 
time  to  share  some  salient  die  features;  after  all,  it  isn’t  often  that  what 
may  be  the  finest  known  example  of  a prominent  rarity  crosses  any  writer’ 
desk.  On  the  obverse,  the  date  is  nicely  centered  between  the  ends  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  truncation,  the  numerals  marginally  closer  to  the  dentils  below 
than  the  curve  of  the  neck  above.  The  edge  of  the  lower  left  serif  of  the  1 
in  the  date  is  somewhat  left  of  center  of  the  dentil  below,  marginally  closer 
to  the  edge  of  the  dentil  than  the  center.  A tiny  raised  dot  can  be  seen  in  the 
field  just  below  star  4,  and  two  prominent  extra  points  can  be  seen  on  star 
6.  A prominent  raised  die  line  runs  vertically  from  the  dentils  beneath  star 
12,  upward  across  its  two  outermost  points,  terminating  in  the  field  near 
star  11.  On  the  reverse,  the  S mintmark  leans  dramatically  to  the  right,  and 
is  closely  sandwiched  between  the  fraction  bar,  the  upper  left  serif  of  the 
D in  the  denomination,  and  the  arrow  feathers  above.  Additionally,  two 
of  the  three  innermost  olive  leaves  on  the  branch  exhibit  long  “spike”  die 
lines  from  their  tips. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously from  Elmer 
S.  Sears,  November  1910;  John  H.  Clapp,  1942  to  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.;  Bowers  and  Ruddy’s  sale  of  the  United  States  Gold  Coin  Collection 
(Eliasberg  Collection),  October  1982,  Lot  198;  Stack’s  sale  of  October 
1988,  Lot  27. 

PCGS  #007799 


Photo  enlarged 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1873-S  $2.50 


1458  1873-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Close  3 in  date,  true  for  all  known  1873- 
S quarter  eagles.  Highly  lustrous  and  delightful  satiny  honey  gold 
with  warm  olive  highlights  and  a splash  of  rose  here  and  there.  A 
crisply  struck  specimen  from  a mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  27,000 
pieces,  the  vast  majority  of  which  no  doubt  saw  heavy  circulation 
in  San  Francisco.  Fewer  than  10  examples  of  the  date  have  been 
called  MS-63  or  finer  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  2 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007820 


1459  1874  MS-61  (PCGS).  An  impressive  example,  for  the  assigned 
grade,  of  a noted  scarcity  with  a circulation  strike  mintage  ofjust 
3,920  pieces.  Deep  orange  gold  with  reflective  fields  and  frosty 
motifs.  A few  tiny  toning  flecks  are  obvious  in  the  above  photo,  and 
are  mentioned  solely  for  accuracy.  An  elusive  date  in  Mint  State. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  11  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

PCGS  #007821 


1462  1883  Proof-60  (PCGS) . Light  yellow  gold  with  magenta  toning. 
Handling  marks  in  the  field.  This  issue  is  at  once  rare  as  a Proof 
and  also  as  a date  (for  related  circulation  strikes  are  elusive) . Sharply 
struck  and  well  worth  owning — a lot  of  coin  for  the  money. 
PCGS  #007909 


Amazing  Gem  Mint  State  1888  $2.50 

Tied  for  Finest  Seen  by  PCGS 


1463  1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  unbelievably  lovely  gem  that  could  just 
as  easily  be  called  MS-66  or  finer  in  our  opinion.  The  honey  gold 
surfaces  are  brilliant  and  satiny,  with  a high  degree  of  lustre  and 
all  the  eye  appeal  that  was  present  the  day  the  coin  dropped  from 
the  dies  in  Philadelphia.  Truly  a splendid  gem  in  all  regards,  and 
its  place  at  the  top  of  the  PCGS  Population  Report  is  well  earned 
and  well  deserved. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  none  finer. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007840 


1460  1878  MS-64.  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  very  lustrous.  Pleasing 
warm  orange-gold.  A beautiful  example. 

PCGS  #007828 


Scarce  1882  Quarter  Eagle 

Among  Finest  Certified 


1461  1882  MS-64  (NGC).  A lustrous  Mint  State  example  of  the  low- 

mintage  1882,  the  present  coin  is  one  of  the  finest  certified  by 
NGC.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  well  struck  and  quite  attractive, 
both  sides  with  a slightly  prooflike  character.  Warm  orange-gold 
color.  From  a mintage  ofjust  4,000  circulation  strikes.  This  piece 
will  be  a handsome  addition  to  a specialized  collection  of  circulation 
strike  quarter  eagles.  Not  often  does  such  an  opportunity  occur. 

NGC  Census:  12;  4 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

PCGS  #007834 

^1 


Beautiful  Gem  DCAM  Proof  1899  $2.50 


1464  1899  Proof-65  DCAM  (PCGS).  An  extraordinarily  beautiful 
example  of  the  date.  Deep  orange  gold  with  fiery  underlying  lustre. 
The  devices  are  heavily  frosted  and  mirrors  are  deep  enough  to 
approach  what  today’s  generation  calls  “black”  when  describing 
vivid  contrast  such  as  offered  here.  One  of  150  Proofs  of  the  date 
struck,  with  probably  100  or  so  Proofs  still  in  collector’s  hands  to- 
day. One  glance  at  this  extraordinarily  lovely  gem  should  convince 
you  that  you  need  search  no  higher  up  the  grading  chain  to  obtain 
a gorgeous  gem  Proof  of  the  date.  Take  our  word  for  it,  you'll  be 
hard  pressed  to  find  a more  beautiful  Proof  1899  quarter  eagle  in 
any  grade  or  from  any  grading  service. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  10  finer  within  the  designation  (Proot-68 
DCAM  finest). 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #097925 
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Choice  Cameo  Proof  1899  Quarter  Eagle 


1465  1899  Proof-64  CAM  (PCGS).  Lightly  frosted  motifs  and  satiny, 
somewhat  reflective  fields  form  a pleasing  cameo  contrast.  The 
obverse  is  rich  and  deep  yellow  gold,  while  the  reverse  displays  some 
deep  orange  highlights.  Sharp  and  appealing,  and  among  the  finest 
quarter  eagles  of  the  date  given  a CAM  designation  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-65 
CAM). 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #087925 


1469  1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  highly  lustrous. 
Warm  yellow  gold.  A virtually  ideal  example  of  the  date,  mint,  and 
assigned  grade. 

Review  this  section  of  our  catalogue  carefully  and  contemplate  the  idea 
of  forming  a specialized  collection  of  late  19th  and  early  20th  century  quarter 
eagles  by  date  and  mint.  Some  truly  high  quality  and  impressive  items  are 
offered,  creating  a worthwhile  opportunity. 

PCGS  #007855 


1470  1905  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Great  eye  appeal. 
Sharply  struck.  Light  gold  surfaces.  Another  splendid  coin. 

PCGS  #007857 


Choice  Proof  1901  Quarter  Eagle 


1466  1901  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deep  yellow  gold  with  distinctive 
olive  highlights.  Heavily  frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields  form 
a dynamic  cameo  contrast,  though  such  is  not  mentioned  on  the 
old-style  frameless  PCGS  holder.  One  of  223  Proofs  of  the  date 
struck,  a handy  date  for  U.S.  gold  type  collections. 

PCGS  #007927 


1467  1901  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  rose-gold  with  whirling  cartwheel 
lustre  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck  and  not  far  removed  from  gem 
quality. 

PCGS  #007853 


1468  1903  MS-66  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  of  the  finest  order.  Pale  but- 
terscotch gold  surfaces  display  strong,  uninhibited  lustre.  Sharply 
struck. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007855 


1471  1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  specimen  that  easily  approaches 

gem  quality  to  the  unaided  eye.  The  satiny  matte-like  olive-gold 
surfaces  display  a wealth  of  lustre  that  is  completely  unbroken  on 
the  design  high  points. 

PCGS  #007939 


1472  1908  MS-62  (NGC).  Frosty  honey  gold  with  warm  yellow  high- 
lights. 

PCGS  #007939 


1473  1911-D  NetEF-40  (ANACS).  “AU  details.  Scratched-cleaned.” 
Just  about  everyone  wants  a 1911-D  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle,  the 
key  to  that  particular  1908-1929  series.  However,  most  are  rather 
expensive.  The  present  coin,  fairly  attractive  in  overall  appearance 
(check  it  out  during  lot  viewing)  is  a variety  with  a bold  D mintmark 
(desirable)  and,  despite  its  being  lightly  cleaned  at  one  time,  will  no 
doubt  be  just  right  for  someone  seeking  the  opportunity  to  acquire 
an  inexpensively  priced  example. 

PCGS  #007943 


1474 


1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  richly  lustrous,  this 
1913  quarter  eagle  is  outstanding  at  the  MS-64  level — a “high  end” 
piece.  Worthy  of  a strong  bid,  certainly  head  and  shoulders  above 
the  crowd  of  other  pieces  so  graded. 

PCGS  #007945 
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1480  1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Medium  yellow 
gold.  A nice  example  of  one  of  the  later  issues  of  the  denomina- 
tion. 

PCGS  #007950 


1485  1927  MS-64  (NGC).  Well  struck  and  lustrous.  Light  yellow  gold 
with  hints  of  iridescence.  A very  pretty  coin. 

PCGS  #007951 


1479  1925-D  MS-64  (NGC) . Strong  underlying  lustre  supports  bright 
rose  and  peach  highlights.  The  final  branch  mint  issue  in  the 
American  quarter  eagle  denomination. 

PCGS  #007949 


1475  1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  surfaces,  highly  lustrous,  and 

appealing  yellow-orange. 

PCGS  #007945 


1476  1914  MS-62  (NGC).  A satiny  honey  gold  example  of  a date  that 
acquires  key  status  when  the  low  Mint  State  range  is  presented,  as 
here.  Much  rarer  in  Uncirculated  than  its  mintage  of 240,000  cir- 
culation strikes  suggests.  Nice  for  the  assigned  grade  with  unbroken 
lustre  on  the  design  high  points. 

PCGS  #007946 


1477  1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  with  some  hints  of 
iridescence.  A nice  example  of  this  popular  Denver  Mint  issue. 
PCGS  #007947 


1478  1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  rich  lustre.  A very  attractive 
example  of  this  popular  early  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  date. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  October  1985,  Lot  484. 

PCGS  #007948 


1482  1926  MS-64  (NGC).  A frosty,  matte-like  specimen  with  pale  rose 
highlights  and  richly  imbued  lustre.  Sharp  and  appealing,  undeni- 
ably choice  for  the  grade,  a nearly  pristine  specimen  with  undeniably 
full,  brisk  lustre  on  the  design  high  points. 

PCGS  #007950 

Gem  1927  Quarter  Eagle 


1484  1927  MS-64  (NGC).  Richly  lustrous  with  yellow-orange  surfaces. 
A few  scattered  marks  are  seen  here  and  there,  most  notably  on  the 
reverse  near  the  motto. 

PCGS  #007951 


1481  1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  decided  rose  and 
olive  highlights.  Undeniably  choice  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #007950 


2x  photo 


1483  1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Although  there  is  quite  a crowd  of  1927 
quarter  eagles  at  the  MS-65  level  on  the  PCGS  charts,  only  15  have 
been  graded  higher,  and  those  just  by  a single  number.  The  present 
piece  is  bound  to  satisfy — what  with  nice  strike,  deep  rich  lustre, 
and  attractive  color. 

PCGS  #007951 
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Three-Dollar  Gold  Pieces 


1928  MS-63  (ANACS).  Light  yellow  gold.  Much  lustre  remains. 
A tiny  gray  fleck  is  seen  at  the  lower  right  of  the  obverse  in  the 
feathers. 

PCGS  #007952 


Proof  1854  S3  Gold  Dollar  Rarity 


2x  photo 

1487  1854  Proof-62  (NGC).  Bright  and  reflective  yellow  gold  with 
much  lustre  on  the  mirror  fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs.  Some 
faint  hairlines  account  for  the  assigned  grade,  none  overbearing  on 
its  own.  A violet  toning  spot  is  noted  at  the  base  of  F in  OF.  The 
highly  reflective  fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs  form  a modest 
cameo,  the  distinction  stronger  on  the  reverse.  One  of  perhaps 
just  20  to  30  Proofs  struck,  an  estimate  by  today’s  well-informed 
numismatists.  Of  the  small  number  of  Proofs  of  the  date  produced, 
it  is  thought  that  perhaps  somewhere  between  10  and  15  can  be 
accurately  accounted  for  today.  The  rarity  of  Proof  1854  $3  gold 
pieces  is  such  that  the  present  writer,  describing  S3  pieces  in  auction 
catalogues  here  in  Wolfeboro  since  1987,  can  not  recall  a Proof  of 
the  date  on  his  desk  in  that  time.  A look  at  the  Dannreuther-Garrett 
reference  on  auction  records  of  U.S.  gold  coins  lists  just  five  ap- 
pearances ofa  Proof  1854  $3  at  public  auction  in  America'betwecn 
January  1996  and  May  2003.  While  their  reference  is  by  no  means 
complete,  it  certainly  indicates  the  great  rarity  of  the  date  in  Proof. 
The  fact  that  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  gold  sales  did  not  contain  a 
Proof  1854  $3  also  tells  the  tale  about  the  rarity  of  this  issue;  one 
does  remain  in  the  Bass  Core  Collection.  Evidently  NGC  has  not 
seen  many  Proofs  of  the  date  either — that  firm  has  certified  just 
seven  at  Proof-62,  as  here,  or  finer  within  any  Proof  designation. 

NGC  Census:  2;  5 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-64  CAMEO 
finest). 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #008017 


1488  1854  MS-60  (NGC).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  a wealth  of  lustre 
and  some  faint  peach  toning  highlights.  Nicely  struck  from  lightly 
clashed  dies.  From  the  first  year  of  the  design  type,  and  the  only 
year  of  the  denomination  to  feature  the  word  DOLLARS  in  tiny 
letters  on  the  reverse,  making  for  a one-year-only  design  type  in 
the  eyes  of  purists.  Pleasing  for  the  grade. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007969 


1489  1854  AU-58  (PCGS).  Deep  orange  and  rose  grace  the  deep  honey 
gold  surfaces.  Strong  underlying  lustre.  Lightly  circulated  but  with 
a lot  of  “life”  present. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007969 


1490  1854  AU-58  (NGC).  Frosty  light  yellow  gold  with  much  lustre, 
especially  in  the  protected  areas. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007969 


1491  1854  AU-55  (PCGS).  Richly  lustrous.  This  is  in  an  old  PCGS 

holder,  giving  rise  to  the  contemplation  that  perhaps  today  it  would 
be  graded  higher.  In  any  event  it  has  a lot  of  eye  appeal  and  is  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  finest  coins  you  could  possibly  buy  at  the  AU-55 
grade. 

PCGS  #007969 


1492  1854  AU-55  (PCGS).  Medium  honey  gold  with  some  subdued 
lustre  and  rich  orange  toning. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007969 
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1495  1855  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lovely  and  lustrous  example  of  the  1855 
$3  gold  issue.  For  this  particular  year,  Mint  State  coins  are  few 
and  far  between  compared  to  those  of  the  first  year  of  issue,  1854. 
The  present  piece  is  quite  well  struck,  is  richly  lustrous,  and  has 
excellent  eye  appeal.  A nice  consideration  for  either  a type  set  or, 
more  likely,  for  a specialized  collection. 

PCGS  #007972 


jT 

Important  1854-D  $3  Gold  Rarity 
Solitary  Dahlonega  Mint  $3  Issue 
Mintage:  1,120 


2x  photo 

1493  1854-D  AU-50  (NGC).  Bright  yellow  gold  with  reflective  surfaces 
and  a generous  degree  ot  lustre  in  the  protected  areas.  Hints  of  faint 
olive  iridescence  gather  on  both  sides.  Choice  eye  appeal  for  the 
grade,  the  only  detriment  an  old  horizontal  scratch  that  underlines 
the  3 in  the  denomination  on  the  reverse.  Aside  from  that  mark, 
the  surfaces  are  essentially  immaculate,  something  that  is  not  eas- 
ily said  about  most  examples  of  this  rarity.  The  only  Dahlonega 
Mint  issue  of  the  denomination,  and  eagerly  sought  as  such.  Its 
low  mintage  of  1,120  pieces  was  accomplished  in  the  month  of 
August  1854,  after  which  no  $3  gold  pieces  were  ever  made  again 
in  Dahlonega.  We  doubt  that  any  specimen  was  ever  intentionally 
saved  for  numismatic  purposes,  thus  accounting  for  the  extreme 
rarity  of  Mint  State  examples  of  the  date  today.  Writing  about  the 
date  in  The  United  States  S3  Gold  Pieces  1834-1889,  Dave  Bowers 
noted:  “Nearly  all  specimens  are  dullish  and  lacklustre  (truly).  Eye 
appeal  is  an  unknown  factor  for  this  date  and  mint — no  problem 
numismatically,  for  the  coins  are  what  they  are,  and  such  differences 
are  taken  in  stride.  When  lustre  is  present  it  is  usually  only  in  protected 
areas  of  the  design,  such  as  among  the  letters,  and  seems  to  be  satiny, 
in  the  style  of  Philadelphia  Mint  coins.”  The  present  coin  is  certainly 
in  contradiction  to  the  standard  feel  of  the  issue,  for  here  the  lustre  is 
bold  in  the  protected  areas,  but  present  and  evenly  distributed  in  the 
fields  as  well.  As  for  the  typically  weak  strike  for  the  date,  the  mushy 
dentils  are  noted  on  both  sides,  a trade  mark  of  the  issue,  but  there 
the  similarities  end.  The  present  coin  shows  strong  detail  in  Liberty’s 
hair,  at  the  tips  of  the  headdress  feathers,  and  throughout  much  of  the 
wreath  on  the  reverse.  All  things  considered,  the  present  specimen 
stands  head  and  shoulders  above  the  typical  AU-50  example  of  the 
date  seen  today,  and  indeed,  were  it  not  for  the  noticeable  reverse 
scratch  mentioned  earlier,  the  coin  would  probably  seem  right  at 
home  in  an  AU-55  or  AU-58  holder. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007970 


Mint  State  1855  S3  Gold 


Popular  1854-0  Gold  S3 


2x  photo 


1494  1854-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Warm  yellow  gold  with  olive  highlights 
and  plenty  of  mint  lustre  on  both  sides.  A pleasing  example  of  the 
only  $3  issue  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  Tiny  dig  beneath  E in 
UNITED,  shallow  planchet  flaw  as  struck,  from  first  T in  STATES 
to  front  of  headdress,  some  lightness  of  strike  at  the  5 in  the  date, 
otherwise  surfaces  are  quite  choice  and  thoroughly  appealing. 
One  of 24,000  $3  pieces  minted  in  New  Orleans  in  1854,  the  vast 
majority  of  which  saw  immediate  circulation  in  that  bustling  port 
city.  Typically  found  at  VF  and  EF,  attractive  choice  AU  specimens 
such  as  the  present  coin  are  always  eagerly  awaited  by  the  collecting 
public. 

From  a later  relapped  state  of  the  dies,  withJBL  on  Liberty’s  truncation 
not  fully  visible,  and  with  the  leaf  to  the  viewer’s  left  of  the  date  merely  a 
tiny  raised  vestige  in  the  field.  An  interesting  network  of  faint  die  cracks  can 
be  seen  in  and  around  the  mintmark  on  the  reverse,  with  tendrils  spreading 
outward  through  the  lower  portion  of  the  wreath. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007971 
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1496  1855  AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  honey  gold  with  rich  lustre  and  some 
bright  yellow  highlights.  Typically  seen  with  die  striae  in  the 
fields,  the  present  coin  is  from  a late  state  of  the  only  die  pair  used 
to  strike  this  issue,  with  some  striae  visible  only  near  the  borders. 
The  Bowers  reference  on  the  subject  (based  on  our  sale  of  the 
Jewell  Collection,  March  2005)  notes:  “Across  the  board  many 
1855  83  coins  have  been  cleaned,  usually  lightly,  leaving  brush 
marks  and  hairlines.  Many  of  these  have  been  certified,  with  the 
grading  experts  deducting  an  appropriate  amount  for  these  lines.” 
Fear  not,  for  this  one  has  escaped  the  cleaning  specialists  and  thus 
retains  its  original  color  and  surfaces.  Choice  for  the  assigned  grade, 
a coin  that  will  make  an  ideal  starting  place,  or  perhaps  even  a nice 
upgrade,  to  a $3  collection. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007972 


Choice  Uncirculated  1856  Gold  $3 


1498  1856  MS-63  (NGC).  A frosty  and  appealing  example  of  the  date 
and  grade  combination.  Lively  olive-gold  surfaces  display  fresh, 
ebullient  lustre  along  with  a strong  strike  and  grand  overall  eye  ap- 
peal for  the  assigned  grade.  Many  examples  of  the  date  and  assigned 
grade  combination  have  crossed  our  desk,  but  this  one  is  certainly 
memorable  among  them. 

PCGS  #007974 


Rare  1855-S  S3  Gold 


1497  1855-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Bright  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre 
and  some  prooflike  reflectivity  on  both  sides.  From  a mintage 
for  the  date  of  just  6,000  pieces,  the  vast  majority  of  which  went 
immediately  into  circulation  in  San  Francisco  and  its  environs. 
Truth  be  told,  the  present  date  is  essentially  as  rare  as  the  more 
highly  regarded  1854-D  $3  rarity,  though,  of  course,  that  issue  is 
eagerly  sought  by  S3  gold  specialists  and  Dahlonega  Mint  coinage 
aficionados,  which  accounts  for  its  broader  fame.  According  to  the 
Bowers  reference,  at  least  two  Proofs  of  the  date  were  struck  in  San 
Francisco,  the  first  of  which  went  to  the  Mint  Cabinet  in  Phila- 
delphia. Today,  a Proof  1855-S  S3  is  not  present  in  the  National 
Numismatic  Collection  at  the  Smithsonian,  the  successor  to  the 
Mint  Cabinet,  though  one  Proof  is  confirmed  to  exist  in  private 
hands.  The  strike  here  is  quite  bold,  the  only  weakness  of  the  de- 
sign being  in  areas  that  depict  actual  circulation  wear.  Absolutely 
choice  for  this  low-mintage  rarity,  a coin  that  is  both  fairly  graded 
and  aesthetically  appealing. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007973 


Lustrous  Uncirculated  1856  $3 


1499  1856  MS-62  (PCGS).  A high  degree  of  lustre  swirls  forcefully 
beneath  rich  orange,  gold,  and  peach  toning  highlights.  Some  violet 
toning  appears  on  the  reverse.  A scarce  date  in  any  Mint  State  grade, 
and  desirable  as  such. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007974 


1500  1856  AU-58  (NGC).  Satiny  honey  gold  with  distinctive  olive 
highlights  mingling  with  bursts  of  mint  lustre  and  pale  peach  toning. 
Some  small,  scattered  marks,  as  should  be  expected  for  the  grade, 
are  noted  for  accuracy,  though  the  overall  appeal  is  substantial. 
Not  a great  rarity,  though  elusive  enough  in  choice  AU  or  finer  to 
preclude  instant  gratification  for  many  collectors. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007974 
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Elusive  1856-S  $3 


1501  1856-S  AU-58  (NGC).  A high  degree  of  lustre  graces  the  satiny 
motifs  and  somewhat  reflective  fields  of  this  bright  yellow  gold 
specimen.  Rich  olive  toning  can  be  seen  in  the  fields.  Not  a great 
rarity  in  the  scheme  of  all  things  $3  gold,  but  a date  that  is  typically 
found  at  VF  to  EF,  with  lovely  AU  specimens  such  as  presently  of- 
fered in  the  minority.  The  well-known  variety  with  the  1 in  the  date 
directly  below  the  O in  DOLLARS,  and  with  a die  flaw  resembling 
a cud  at  the  underside  of  the  second  L in  the  denomination.  Nicely 
struck  for  the  date,  with  good  sharpness  of  detail  present  despite  a 
faint  stay  in  circulation.  A lovely  example  of  the  most  “common” 
$3  issue  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  though  within  the  $3  gold 
series,  “common”  is  highly  relative. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007975 


Uncirculated  1857  $3 


2 x photo 

1502  1857  MS-62  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  much 


yellow  mint  brilliance  in  the  protected  areas.  From  an  early  state 
of  the  dies,  with  heavy  die  striae  present  on  both  sides.  The  strike 
is  quite  bold  for  the  design  type,  with  virtually  all  of  Longacre’s 
intended  design  details  present  and  accounted  for.  The  Bowers 
reference  on  the  subject  suggests  that  perhapsjust  four  to  five  dozen 
or  so  Mint  State  examples  of  this  supposedly  “common”  date  are 
known  to  today’s  collecting  community,  the  present  specimen 
ranking  somewhere  in  the  middle,  grade-wise,  of  pieces  certified 
by  NGC.  A great  opportunity. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007976 


Scarce  1857-S  Gold  $3 


1503  1857-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Deep  yellow  gold  with  decided  orange  |l 
highlights  on  lightly  frosted  motifs  and  somewhat  reflective  fields,  h 
From  a modest  mintage  of  14,250  pieces,  the  vast  majority  of  which  1 
were  well-worn  long  before  collectors  began  searching  for  the  date.  1 
Typically  found  at  VF  to  EF,  with  AU  or  finer  specimens  definitely  !j 
in  the  minority.  Some  scattered  marks  arc  present,  though  enough  I 
lustre  and  eye  appeal  are  present  to  support  the  assigned  grade. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007977 


Unsung  1858  $3  Rarity 

Mintage:  2,133 


1504  1858  AU-55  (NGC).  Deep  yellow  gold  with  intense  cartwheel 
lustre  on  satiny,  somewhat  reflective  surfaces.  Splashes  of  deeper 
orange  enhance  both  sides,  especially  the  reverse.  A few  faint  marks 
are  noted,  and  a natural  planchet  flaw,  as  struck,  runs  from  the  O in 
OF  to  the  top  of  the  headdress  feather  immediately  below.  Other 
than  these  trivial  ticks,  the  surfaces  are  choice,  especially  within  the 
context  of  the  assigned  grade.  The  Bowers  reference  notes:  “As  the 
limited  mintage  suggests,  the  1858  is  the  rarest  three-dollar  gold 
piece  of  the  1850s.  So  far  as  is  known,  all  went  into  circulation 
and  none  were  deliberately  saved.”  The  reference  also  notes  that 
perhaps  125  or  so  circulation  strikes  are  currently  thought  to  exist, 
the  great  majority  of  those  being  VF  or  occasionally  EF,  and  not 
often  AU  or  finer.  We  note  the  entire  production  of  the  date  took 
place  from  a single  pair  of  dies  on  August  26th,  1858,  probably 
without  a single  specimen  set  aside  at  that  time.  A low-mintage 
yet  nearly  unheralded  rarity  in  high  AU  grade. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007978 


1505  1859  AU-58  (NGC).  Satiny  honey  gold  with  distinctive  olive 
highlights  and  warm,  underlying  lustre.  Nicely  struck  in  most  1 
places,  though  a modicum  of  weakness  can  be  seen  here  or  there.  I 
Minor  repunching  noted  at  the  1 in  the  date,  broader  repunching  ! 
noted  at  the  9,  noted  diagnostics  for  all  genuine  specimens  ot  the 
date.  A lovely  coin  that  is  definitely  worth  pursuing. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007979 
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Mint  State  1860  Gold  $3 


2x  photo 

1506  1860  MS-62  (NGC).  Satiny  deep  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  broadly 
sweeping  lustre  and  impressive  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade. 
One  of7,036  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  produced;  the  Bowers 
reference  intimates  that  perhaps  just  45  to  60  or  so  Uncirculated 
examples  of  the  date  can  be  found  with  any  certainty  today.  Nicely 
struck  for  the  date,  though  with  a hint  of  weakness  at  certain 
high  points.  In  a 1907  fixed  price  list  from  Elmer  S.  Sears,  an 
Uncirculated  example  of  the  date  was  offered  about  which  Sears 
commented:  “A  rare  date,  and  more  so  than  is  generally  supposed.” 
Typically  found  at  EF  and  AU,  Mint  State  examples  of  the  date  can 
be  considered  elusive  at  the  very  least.  Indeed,  NGC  has  enumer- 
ated just  15  grading  events  for  this  date  finer  than  presently  offered 
here.  Unbroken  lustre  on  the  high  points.  The  present  specimen 
is  undeniably  Mint  State. 

NGC  Census:  9;  15  finer  within  the  designation  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007980 


Lustrous  Uncirculated  1860-S  $3  Gold 
Mintage:  7,000;  2,592  Melted 
Tied  for  Finest  Graded  NGC 


2x  photo 

1507  1860-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  deep  rose-gold  with  somewhat 


reflective  fields  and  modestly  frosted  motifs.  A few  faint  marks  are 
noted,  though  none  immediately  draw  the  viewer’s  eye.  One  of 
7,000  examples  of  the  date  struck,  though  Walter  Breen  noted  in 
his  Encyclopedia  that  some  2,592  examples  of  the  issue  were  found 
to  be  underweight,  and  were  later  melted  at  the  mint.  The  Bow- 
ers reference  notes:  “This  is  the  rarest  of  the  early  San  Francisco 
Mint  $3  varieties.  Somewhat  more  than  100  coins  are  believed  to 
exist,  nearly  all  of  which  show  significant  circulation  with  little  in 
the  way  of  eye  appeal.  VF  is  the  standard  grade  for  this  issue  and  is 
very  desirable  as  such.  This  is  the  bugbear  S3  variety  of  its  era.  AU 
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coins  are  few  and  far  between,  and  Mint  State  examples  are  for  all 
practical  purposes,  unavailable.”  Indeed,  that  reference  notes  that 
perhaps  four  or  five  examples  of  the  date  can  be  found  in  Mint  State. 
NGC  has  entertained  three  grading  events  at  the  MS-61  level,  as 
here,  with  none  finer.  One  of  the  few  known  Uncirculated  1860-S 
$3  pieces  is  about  to  cross  the  auction  block,  and  specialists  will 
be  bidding  in  all  their  glory  for  the  opportunity  to  own  this  great 
unsung  rarity. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007981 

Rare  1860-S  $3  Gold 

Among  Finest  Certified 


2x  photo 

1508  1860-S  AU-58  (NGC)  . Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  well  struck, 
with  perhaps  98%  of  all  detail  present.  Both  sides  are  richly  lus- 
trous. A patch  ofiridescent  toning  is  seen  below  Miss  Liberty’s  eye. 
otherwise  the  coin  is  fight  yellow  gold.  A very  pleasing  example  in 
a grade  level  significandy  higher  than  most  specialized  collections 
of  $3  issues  have  had  over  a long  period  of  years. 

NGC  Census:  17;  4 finer  (MS-61  finest). 

PCGS  #007981 


269 


SESSION  I wo  • C/tf  ©A/tw  '\}otk  Hyannomeuts  Collection 

^ — 

Elusive  1861  $3  Gold 


2x  photo 


1509  1861  MS-62  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  decided 
olive  highlights  on  frosted  motifs  and  somewhat  reflective  fields. 
An  attractive  example  of  a date  for  which  perhaps  three  to  four 
dozen  Mint  State  examples  can  be  accounted  for  today  with  any 
accuracy.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of 5, 959  circulation  strikes, 
with  many  survivors  at  the  EF  to  AU  grade  level.  Some  scattered 
marks  are  present,  as  the  grade  implies,  though  none  are  overbearing 
or  substantial  in  size.  Raised  die  striae  can  be  seen  on  both  sides,  as 
typically  found  on  high-grade  examples  of  the  date.  Nicely  struck 
with  finer  than  average  design  details  present  on  both  sides.  A lot 
of  coin  for  the  assigned  grade. 

The  Bowers  reference  on  the  series  notes:  “This  was  the  last  year,  until 
1879,  that  gold  coins  were  paid  out  at  face  value  by  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 
After  this  time,  S3  coins  did  not  circulate  at  all  in  the  East  and  Midwest. 
Small  supplies  were  held  by  bullion  dealers,  banks,  and  exchange  offices,  and 
after  December  28, 1861,  could  be  bought  by  paying  a premium  in  terms  of 
paper  money.  On  the  West  Coast  they  were  seen  in  commerce,  but  mostly 
of  earlier  dates  and  in  relatively  small  supply.” 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007982 


1510  1862  MS-61  (NGC).  Satiny  honey  gold  with  distinctive  olive 
highlights,  somewhat  reflective  in  the  fields  and  frosted  in  the  1 
motifs.  One  of  the  unheralded  rarities  in  the  S3  gold  series,  a date  I 
that  saw  a circulation  strike  mintage  of 5,750  pieces,  but  for  which 
perhaps  just  150  to  200  or  so  examples  can  be  accounted  for  today. 
From  the  late  and  highly  polished  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with 
the  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  neck  blending  into  the  field,  and  with 
the  frontmost  edge  of  the  first  feather  in  her  headdress  faint  and 
indistinct  as  well.  The  heavy  polishing  also  imparted  strong  verti- 
cal die  polishing  marks  in  the  obverse;  these  appear  as  hairlines  at  ; 
first  glance,  though  they  are  actually  a noted  diagnostic  of  the  date, 
especially  the  present  die  state.  Some  light  marks  are  present,  as 
should  be  expected  for  the  assigned  grade,  but  the  overall  appeal 
is  strong.  Rare  and  underrated. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007983 


Uncirculated  1863  Gold  $3 

A Respectable  Rarity 


1511  1863  MS-60  (NGC).  Deep  yellow  gold  with  a rich  orange  cast. 

The  fields  are  somewhat  reflective.  A lustrous  specimen  struck 
from  heavily  clashed  dies,  virtually  always  the  case  with  circulation 
strikes  of  the  date.  While  5,000  circulation  strikes  were  produced, 
it  is  thought  that  perhaps  175  to  250  or  so  can  be  found  today  in 
any  grade.  Typical  for  the  date  is  VF  and  sometimes  EF,  though  for 
some  reason  several  high-grade  Uncirculated  examples  also  exist; 
perhaps  these  were  put  aside  while  specie  was  being  hoarded  during 
the  Civil  War,  and  never  spent  afterward.  A pleasing  coin  with  robust 
eye  appeal  that  goes  well  beyond  the  typical  MS-60  gold  coin. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007984 
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Incredible  Gem  Cameo  Proof  1864  $3 

Finest  Proof  1864  Graded  by  NGC 


1512  1864  Proof-66  CAM  (NGC).  A sparkling  deep  yellow  gold  cameo 
with  rich  orange  highlights  on  both  sides.  Supportive  mirror  fields 
surround  frosted  motifs.  From  a Proof  production  run  of  50  pieces, 
all  delivered  in  one  batch  on  February  11,  1864.  It  is  thought  that 
some  ot  the  50  pieces  struck  were  not  sold;  perhaps  just  12  to  15 
Proofs  ot  this  rare  date  are  extant  today.  According  to  the  Dannru- 
ether-Garrett  reference  on  gold  coin  auction  appearances.  Proofs 
ot  the  date  have  been  offered  at  public  sale  on  only  eight  occasions 
from  September  1993  through  October  2004.  Among  the  handful 
of  Proofs  of  the  date  certified  thus  far  by  NGC,  the  present  speci- 
men is  the  finest  certified  by  that  firm  within  any  Proof  designation. 
Indeed,  examining  a gem  cameo  Proof  such  as  the  present  beauty 
is  a treat  to  the  numismatic  eye,  with  Longacre’s  design  unfolding 
in  all  its  fullness,  the  details  all  sharp  and  crisp.  A greatly  prized 
rarity  in  the  Proof  format,  as  noted  above,  and  a date  for  which  it 
is  probably  three  or  four  times  easier  to  find  a nice  Mint  State  coin 
than  it  is  to  find  a gorgeous  Proof. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #088027 
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Choice  Cameo  Proof  1865  $3  Rarity 

Original  Variety  II 


2x  photo 


1513  1865  Proof-64  CAM  (NGC).  Deep  honey  gold  with  highly 
reflective  fields,  frosty  motifs,  and  some  faint  orange  iridescence.  A 
rare  date  in  any  format;  just  1 ,140  circulation  strikes  were  produced, 
along  with  a reported  Proof  mintage  of  25  pieces,  though  Proofs  of 
the  date  were  probably  restruck  around  1872.  During  the  period 
September  1994  to  October  2004,  Proof  1865  $3  pieces  appeared  in 
numismatic  auctions  on  just  six  occasions,  one  the  choice  Proof-63 
Bass  Collection  coin.  ProofVariety  II,  see  below.  It  is  thought  that 
perhaps  just  a dozen  or  so  Proofs  of  the  date  are  currently  known, 
at  least  those  referred  to  as  Originals,  while  perhaps  two  of  the  later 
restrikes  are  also  known.  Another  splendid  opportunity  for  any  and 
all  who  appreciate  great  U.S.  gold  rarities. 

NGC  Census:  2;  6 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-67  CAM 
finest). 

The  present  Proof  is  described  as  follows  in  the  Bowers  reference: 
“Original,  variety  2:  A variant,  also  designated  as  original,  was  described 
byjohn  Murbach  in  the  Trompeter  Sale  (Superior  February  1992,  Lot  107: 
‘1865  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  Variety  unlisted.  Second  original.  Same  obverse. 
Reverse:  Heavy  date,  not  as  low  as  on  variety  # 1 and  slightly  farther  to  right; 
tip  of  5 almost  below  center  of  upright  of  R.  Unpolished  area  within  left 
ribbon  bow.  Extra  outlines  on  outer  left  wreath.  Usually  this  reverse  comes 
with  an  obverse  used  in  1867-8.  This  and  Eliasberg’s  are  the  first  ones  seen 
combining  this  second  reverse  with  the  1864  obverse.  This  reverse  is  found 
on  the  1865  in  the  Mint,  Brock,  J.P.  Morgan,  ANS  set,  which  indicates 
that  it  was  made  in  the  year  ofissue.’  A similar  coin  was  offered  as  Lot  1186 
in  the  Floyd  T.  Starr  Collection  (Stack’s,  October  1992):  T865  Original. 
Choice  Brilliant  Proof  Only  25  recorded  struck...  Struck  from  the  reverse 
with  tip  of  5 past  A,  the  same  die  as  the  Eliasberg  and  Trompeter  Proofs. 
Not  one  of  the  1873  restrikes:  date  level,  not  slanting  up.  Extremely  rare: 
fewer  than  15  are  believed  to  survive  from  both  Proof  dies  used  for  the 
1865  originals.’” 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #088028 
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1514  1866  AU-50  (NGC).  A warm  honey  gold  specimen  with  strong 

lustre  on  somewhat  reflective  surfaces  and  with  rich  rose  highlights 
on  the  high  points.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  4,000  pieces 
with  perhaps  something  shy  of  200  specimens  currently  extant  in 
all  grades.  Many  known  examples  of  the  date  are  at  the  AU  level, 
as  offered  here.  A pleasing  coin  for  the  grade  with  few  marks  of 
any  consequence  present.  Nicely  struck  from  an  early,  unclashed 
state  of  the  dies. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007987 


1515  1867  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  rich  yellow  high- 
lights. The  fields  are  somewhat  reflective  and  the  motifs  lightly 
textured.  A few  faint  marks  are  present,  none  noticeable.  One  of 
only  2,600  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  produced  with  perhaps  just 
100  to  125  or  so  examples  surviving  in  all  grades.  A nicely  struck 
and  aesthetically  appealing  example  of  an  elusive  date,  a coin  that 
is  certain  to  please  its  new  owner. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007988 


Impressive  Gem  Cameo  Proof  1869  $3 


1517 


1869  Proof-65  CAM  (NGC).  A pleasing  medium  yellow  gem 
cameo  Proof  of  the  date,  one  of  25  such  pieces  struck,  and  one 
of  perhaps  a dozen  or  so  currently  known  to  today’s  collecting 
community  (several  of  which  are  permanently  housed  in  museum 
collections).  Regarding  Proofs  of  this  date  the  Bowers  reference 
notes,  “Over  a long  span  of  years  relatively  few  have  appeared  in 
auction  sales.”  The  Dannreuther-Garrett  auction  records  compila- 
tion backs  this  up,  listing  just  eight  auction  appearances  for  Proofs 
of  the  date  between  October  1993  and  September  2003;  there  is 
a probability  that  one  or  more  of  the  eight  specimens  listed  may 
represent  a repeat  auction  appearance.  NGC  has  certified  just  one 
Proof  of  the  date  finer  than  that  offered  here.  A sharp  and  appeal- 
ing gem  Proof  example  of  a prized  rarity,  a coin  that  will  make 
specialists  in  the  series  sit  up  and  take  notice. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-66^  CAM 
finest). 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 


PCGS  #088032 


Uncirculated  1868  Gold  $3 


Mint  State  1870  Gold  $3 


1516  1868  MS-62  (NGC).  Robust  cartwheel  lustre  supports  bright 
orange  highlights  on  deep  golden  surfaces.  A frosty  specimen  with 
some  prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  fields.  One  of  the  more  “com- 
mon” dates  of  the  era,  though  of  course  “common”  is  highly  relative 
in  the  $3  gold  series.  Just  4,850  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  were 
made,  and  perhaps  75  to  100  can  be  found  today  in  Mint  State. 
The  present  specimen  is  undeniably  choice  for  the  MS-62  grade, 
and  we  suspect  strong  bidding  activity  is  in  order. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007989 


2x  photo 

1518  1870  MS-61  (NGC).  A lustrous  yellow  gold  specimen  with 
deep  orange  and  honey  highlights  in  the  protected  areas.  Proof- 
like reflectivity  surrounds  the  lightly  frosted  motifs.  Of  the  3,500 
circulation  strikes  of  the  date  produced,  perhaps  25  to  30  or  so 
can  be  located  in  Mint  State  grades;  circulated  survivors  from  that 
mintage  number  perhapsjust  150  to  250  or  so.  A pleasing  coin  tor 
the  grade,  devoid  of  serious  marks  and  laden  with  impressive  eye 
appeal. 

NGC  Census:  13;  9 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-64  finest). 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007991 
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Elusive  Uncirculated  1871  Gold  $3 
Mintage:  1,300 


1519  1871  MS-61  (NGC).  Medium  yellow  gold  with  deep  honey  and 
bright  orange  highlights  on  both  sides.  Lustrous  with  some  proof- 
like reflectivity  in  the  recessed  areas.  One  of  only  1 ,300  circulation 
strikes  of  the  date  produced.  In  The  United  States  S3  Gold  Pieces 
1854-1889,  Dave  Bowers  noted:  “The  1871  $3  is  remarkable  for 
its  low  mintage,  and  yet  quite  a few  examples  survive  today.  The 
reason  for  this,  and  for  scattered  similar  situations,  probably  lies  in 
the  activities  of  Thomas  L.  Elder,  who  in  the  early  20th  century 
furnished  bank  tellers  and  others  with  lists  of  scarce  gold  coins  for 
which  he  would  pay  a premium.  Accordingly,  many  were  rescued, 
typically  in  lightly  circulated  condition.  Mint  State  coins  are  very 
scarce,  but  among  those  that  exist  are  some  notable  gems.  A small 
group  turned  up  in  1936,  perhaps  as  many  as  a dozen  or  so  pieces, 
and  was  quickly  dispersed.”  The  present  specimen  is  as  pleasing 
as  you  may  ever  find  at  the  MS-61  grade  level,  a fact  that  should 
weigh  appropriately  when  your  bidding  strategy  is  formulated. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007993 

Choice  Cameo  Proof  1872  $3  Rarity 

Mintage:  30  Proofs 


2x  photo 


1520  1872  Proof-64  CAM  (NGC).  Bright  yellow  gold  with  deeper 
orange  and  rose  highlights  on  both  sides.  Heavily  reflective  fields 
and  equally  heavily  frosted  motifs  form  a pleasing  cameo  contrast. 
The  devices  are  well  struck,  as  should  be  expected  from  a Proof  of 
the  era.  We  suspect  perhaps  from  20  to  25  Proofs  of  the  date  can 
still  be  accounted  for  today,  which  tells  us  that  many,  if  not  all  of 
the  Proofs  of  the  date  were  distributed  in  1872  by  the  Mint.  That 
aside,  the  date  is  still  decidedly  rare  in  Proof,  and  the  present  lovely 
specimen  is  easily  equal  to  the  assigned  grade.  Another  prize  within 
the  $3  series. 

NGC  Census:  6;  2 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-66  CAM 
finest). 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #088035 
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Lovely  Choice  Cameo  Proof  1873  Open  3 S3 

None  Certified  Finer  by  NGC 


2x  photo 


1521  1873  Open  3.  Proof-64  CAM  (NGC).  An  impressive  cameo 
Proof  of  the  issue,  a highly  lustrous  specimen  with  deeply  mirrored 
fields  and  heavily  frosted  motifs.  It  is  estimated  that  18  Proofs  of  the 
Open  3 style  were  delivered  February  18,  1873,  with  many  more 
struck  at  a later  date  from  an  advanced  die  state;  the  total  estimated 
Proof  mintage  for  the  date  style  is  40  to  50  pieces.  We  estimate  that 
perhaps  12  to  18  or  so  Proof  Open  3 1873  $3  gold  coins  can  be 
traced  today  with  any  certainty.  The  present  specimen  certainly 
stands  head  and  shoulders  above  many  of  the  known  examples; 
NGC  has  deemed  the  present  beauty  to  be  among  the  finest  Proofs 
of  the  date  to  pass  under  their  eyes.  Indeed,  that  firm  has  not  certi- 
fied a finer  Proof  of  the  date  than  that  presently  offered.  A splendid 
opportunity  awaits  a specialist  within  the  denomination  to  be  the 
final  paddle  raised  when  the  hammer  falls  on  this  important  lot. 

NGC  Census:  5;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

The  Bowers  reference  on  the  $3  gold  series  notes:  “This  die  pair  exists  in 
two  states,  the  first  with  prominent  die  line  from  O (OF)  to  the  border  and 
no  rust  pits  on  reverse;  the  second  and  later  state  with  the  obverse  slighdy 
repolished  to  make  the  die  line  faint,  and  with  the  reverse  having  evidence 
of  rust  near  the  wreath.  It  is  thought  by  John  Dannreuther  that  these  were 
struck  later,  possibly  even  into  the  late  1870s.”  The  present  specimen  fits  the 
description  of  the  first  variety  without  rust  pits  on  the  reverse,  though  here, 
the  noticeable  die  fine  extends  from  the  top  of  the  F in  OF  rather  than  the 
O,  perhaps  pointing  out  a typographical  error  in  the  Bowers  reference.  For 
instance,  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Coins  1722-1977 , 
notes:  “Faint  die  scratch  extending  from  left  upper  serif  of  F to  border”. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #088037 
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Prized  1873  Close  3 $3  Rarity 

Estimated  Mintage:  600  to  900 


1522  1873  Close  3.  EF-45  (NGC).  A generous  amount  of  lustre  and 
some  prooflike  reflectivity  resides  in  the  protected  areas  of  this 
deep  yellow  gold  specimen.  A few  faint,  scattered  marks  are  noted, 
though  none  belies  the  rigors  of  circulation  endured  by  the  present 
specimen.  A noted  rarity  in  all  grades — even  an  EF-45,  as  here, 
will  add  excitement  to  the  bidding  activity  on  the  auction  floor. 
It  could  be  quite  some  time  before  we  have  the  honor  of  offering 
another  1873  Close  3 $3  in  any  grade,  so  please  plan  your  bidding 
strategy  accordingly. 

Remarking  in  The  United  State  $3  Gold  Pieces  1854-1889,  lead  author 
Dave  Bowers  noted:  “Today,  circulation  strikes  of  the  Close  3 variety  are 
rare.  As  nearly  all  show  significant  wear,  logic  suggests  that  they  were  is- 
sued in  one  of  two  ways:  (1)  Bought  at  a premium  in  the  East  and  used  in 
commerce  on  the  West  Coast,  or  (2)  Held  at  the  Treasury  or  by  banks  and 
released  into  circulation  after  December  17,  1878,  when  gold  and  paper 
achieved  parity  for  the  fist  time  since  late  1861.  As  the  wear  on  most  pieces 
is  extensive,  the  West  Coast  scenario  is  more  likely.” 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007995 


1524  1874  MS-61  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  some  I 
honey  toning  highlights.  The  devices  are  frosted  and  the  fields  are  I 
mirrored  though  somewhat  satiny.  Natural  planchet  depression,  I 
as  struck,  near  10:00  on  obverse.  Tiny  raised  die  lump  at  top  of  I 
jawline  near  Liberty’s  ear. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007998 


1525  1874  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  honey  gold  with  some  reflectivity 
in  the  fields.  A lustrous  example  of  the  date  and  grade. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #007998 


Choice  1874  $3  Gold 
Among  Highest  Certified 


2x  photo 


1523  1874  MS-64  (NGC).  Although  the  1874  is  not  recognized  as  a 
rare  date,  in  high  grade  it  is  quite  elusive,  as  the  certification  figures 
verify.  Only  12  have  been  certified  higher  by  NGC.  Aesthetic 
appeal  comes  to  the  fore  in  the  present  piece,  with  rich  lustre  on 
both  sides,  in  an  attractive  and  warm  yellow-orange  hue.  From  a 
mintage  of  41,800  coins,  the  highest  circulation  strike  mintage  in 
the  series  after  1854,  a figure  exceeded  after  1874  by  just  the  1878 
issue.  A splendid  specimen  that  will  be  of  interest  as  a type  coin  or 
as  a particularly  pleasing  example  of  the  date. 

PCGS  #007998 
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Famous  Proof-Only  1875  $3  Rarity 
Classic  American  Gold  Issue 
Key  Date  to  the  $3  Series 

1526  1875  Proof-64  CAM  (NGC).  A pleasing  cameo  Proof  example  of 
one  of  the  most  desirable  U.S.  gold  rarities  in  any  denomination. 
Struck  to  the  tune  of  an  estimated  40  to  60  Proofs,  with  perhaps 
25  to  35  known  to  today’s  collecting  community.  The  present 
specimen  displays  heavily  frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields 
in  bright  yellow  gold  with  warm  honey  highlights.  The  fame  and 
desirability  ot  this  issue  is  widely  known,  and  has  been  nearly  since 
the  year  of  issue.  In  the  Sotheby’s/Stack’s  October  2001  sale  of 
the  Dallas  Bank  Collection,  the  cataloguer  noted:  “The  1875  has 
its  distinction  of  being  the  lowest  recorded  mintage  in  the  series. 
One  of  America’s  most  famous  coins,  and  interestingly,  the  first 
coin  to  ever  sell  for  an  excess  of  $100, 000  at  auction.”  Two  years 
later,  in  2003,  authors  Jeff  Garrett  and  Ron  Guth  listed  this  date 
as  number  17  in  their  100  Greatest  U.S.  Coins,  noting  there  that: 
“In  the  field  of  United  States  gold  coinage  the  year  1875  has  a 
magical  allure.  Indeed,  the  1875  gold  dollar,  quarter  eagle,  three- 
dollar  gold  piece,  half  eagle,  and  eagle  are  all  formidable  rarities. 
However,  the  1875  three-dollar  gold  piece  has  been  a long-time 
favorite  among  numismatists,  given  its  tiny  mintage  and  perennial 
fame.”  The  Bowers  reference  chimes  in  with:  “As  a basic  variety 
across  all  grades,  the  1875  remains  the  rarest  coin  in  the  $3  series, 
excepting  the  unique  1870-S.  No  doubt  its  allure  will  continue  to 
attract  admirers  and  buyers  for  a long  time.”  As  seen  here,  volumes 
could  be  written  about  this  great  rarity,  though  the  reputation  of 
this  issue  certainly  precedes  this  offering  anyone  acquainted  with 
the  $3  gold  series.  The  present  beautiful  specimen  is  among  the 
half  dozen  finest  Proof  examples  of  the  date  certified  by  NGC 
and  ranks  as  one  of  the  highlights  of  this  sale.  We  suspect  more 
than  one  tenacious  numismatist  is  currently  formulating  a bidding 
strategy. 

NGC  Census:  4;  2 finer  with  any  designation  (Proof-65  UCAM 
finest). 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #088039 
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Choice  Cameo  Proof  1876  $3  Rarity 

Classic  Proof-Only  Issue 


2 x photo 

1527  1876  Proof-64  CAM  (NGC).  A lovely  example  of  a classic  rarity. 


Heavily  frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields  display  warm 
orange  highlights.  A widely  known  rarity  that  was  issued  in  Proof 
without  attendant  circulation  strikes.  As  the  Bowers  reference  refers 
to  this  date:  “Deja  vu  1875.”  Mint  records  for  the  date  enumerate 
45  Proofs,  though  today’s  collectors  feel  more  comfortable  with  a 
modestly  higher  mintage  figure,  though  that  is  speculation  based 
on  known  survivors  from  the  mintage.  Referring  again  to  the 
Bowers  reference,  the  author  approaches  the  “how  many”  ques- 
tion succinctly  with:  “As  to  how  many  were  actually  struck  and 
how  rare  they  are  today,  guesses  are  aplenty  and  facts  are  scarce. 
The  authors  estimate  that  perhaps  40  to  60  are  known,  this  based 
upon  the  historical  record  and  considered  opinion.”  Traces  of  die 
rust  can  be  seen  on  the  obverse,  particularly  among  the  headdress 
feathers  and  among  the  letters  LIBERTY  on  the  headband;  this  is 
the  first  of  two  late  die  state  examples  of  the  date  first  described  by 
Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Yet  another  splendid  opportunity  to  obtain  one 
of  the  great  rarities  in  American  numismatics,  certainly  one  of  the 
great  prizes  in  the  $3  series. 

NGC  Census:  14;  7 finer  within  any  designation  (Proofi66  CAM 
finest). 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #088040 


Low-Mintage  1877  Gold  $3 

Elusive  in  all  Grades 


1528  1877  AU-55  (NGC).  Sparkling  yellow  gold  with  deep  honey  and 
orange  highlights.  Chiefly  reflective  in  the  fields  with  frosted  mo- 
tifs forming  a pleasing  contrast.  Lightly  circulated  but  not  heavily 
marked;  just  a few  faint  marks  are  noted  here  and  there.  Perhaps  as 
few  as  60  to  100  or  so  examples  of  the  date  exist  from  its  mintage 
of 1 ,468  circulation  strikes.  A great  prize  at  AU-55,  as  most  known 


survivors  tend  to  be  lesser  grade  than  that  offered  here.  Indeed,  of 
the  finer  specimens  seen  to  date  by  NGC,  none  have  been  certified 
above  MS-63.  A pleasing  example  of  a well-known  rarity. 

NGC  Census:  8;  15  finer  within  the  designation  (MS-63  finest). 
Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007999 


Choice  Uncirculated  1878  $3 


photo 


1529  1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  A satiny,  highly  lustrous  honey  gold 
specimen  with  some  rose  and  yellow  toning  highlights.  Absolutely 
choice  for  the  assigned  grade,  a lovely  piece  more  closely  in  tune 
with  MS-64  quality.  One  of  the  few  dates  in  the  $3  series  that  is 
frequently  available  in  Uncirculated,  making  for  a splendid  op- 
portunity for  U.S.  gold  type  collectors. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 


PCGS  #008000 


Uncirculated  1878  Gold  $3 


1530  1878  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  honey  gold  with  robust  underlying 
cartwheel  lustre  and  a hint  of  faint  olive  on  both  sides.  Choice  for 
the  grade. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008000 


Frosty  Uncirculated  1878  $3 


1531  1878  MS-62  (NGC).  Thank  goodness  for  the  1878  $3,  for  this 
somewhat  plentiful  issue  allows  many  of  today’s  collectors  to 
obtain  a lovely  Mint  State  $3  without  much  difficulty.  Lhe  pros- 
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ent  specimen  is  very  choice  for  the  grade,  with  robust  underlying 
lustre  on  pale  honey  gold  surfaces.  A dash  here  and  there  of  rich 
rose  iridescence  adds  to  the  overall  charm.  Full  unbroken  lustre  on 
the  design  high  points,  truly  Uncirculated  by  any  standards. 

Curvature  of  a previously  punched  8 noted  in  the  upper  loop  of  the 
first  8 in  the  date. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #008000 


Choice  Uncirculated  1879  Gold  $3 


2x  photo 

1532  1879  MS-63  (NGC).  A satiny  golden  beauty  with  a wealth  of 


underlying  cartwheel  lustre  that  supports  warm  orange  irides- 
cence. An  aesthetically  impressive  coin,  one  that  easily  meets  the 
qualifications  for  choice  Mint  State.  The  Bowers  reference  notes: 
“The  year  1879  signals  the  beginning  of  the  end  for  $3  gold  coins. 
The  Treasury  Department  realized  that  the  public  was  not  going 
to  exchange  significant  amounts  of  paper  bills  for  gold  coins,  and 
in  any  event,  this  denomination  had  never  been  popular.  Mintages 
from  here  onward  were  restricted,  just  enough  to  satisfy  the  limited 
demand  for  holiday  gifts  and  other  purposes.”  As  for  the  present 
beauty,  it  is  decidedly  choice  for  the  assigned  grade,  a thoroughly 
impressive  specimen  with  a bold  strike  and  generous  degree  of 
aesthetic  appeal. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #008001 


1533  1879  AU-58  (PCGS).  Somewhat  prooflike  in  the  fields  with 
frosted  motifs.  Rich  cartwheel  lustre  supports  faint  olive  toning 
on  delightful  orange  gold  surfaces.  Fairly  elusive  at  AU  and  finer. 
From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008001 
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Important  Uncirculated  1880  $3  Gold 
“High  in  the  Rarity  Sweepstakes” 


1534  1880  MS-61  (NGC).  Bright  yellow  gold  with  intense  lustre  and 
prooflike  reflectivity  on  both  sides.  Pale  honey  gold  highlights  grace 
the  reverse  wreath  and  portions  of  the  field.  Sharply  impressed 
with  only  a touch  of  weakness  here  or  there  evident  under  low 
magnification.  The  Bowers  reference  notes:  “The  1880  $3  stands 
high  in  the  rarity  sweepstakes.  Mint  State  coins  are  very  elusive  and 
circulated  examples  are  the  second  rarest  of  the  decade  (exceeded 
only  by  1884).”  A date  that  saw  a circulation  strike  production  run 
ofjust  1 ,000,  though  Henry  Chapman  stated  that  many  remained  at 
the  Mint  and  were  later  melted.  Curiously,  Mint  State  examples  of 
this  highly  elusive  date  outnumber  circulated  examples  by  a factor  of 
4 to  1 , as  far  as  the  Bowers  reference  estimates  go.  A nice  coin  with 
a lot  of  lively  lustre  and  good  overall  eye  appeal,  devoid  of  serious 
marks  and  pleasing  in  the  overall  scheme  of  things. 

Interestingly,  the  relatively  large  survival  rate  of  Mint  State  examples 
of  this  date  can  be  traced  in  part  to  young  coin  dealer  Thomas  L.  Elder, 
who  specialized  in  S3  coins  some  time  around  1904.  At  one  point  he  sold 
“several  hundred”  Uncirculated  1879  and  1880  $3  pieces  to  Ben  G.  Green, 
a Chicago  coin  dealer  who  was  also  well  known  in  his  day.  Others  of  that 
hoard  went  tojohn  Beck,  reappearing  in  the  numismatic  marketplace  in  the 
1970s.  That  hoard  would  seemingly  have  something  to  do  with  the  survival 
rate  of  Uncirculated  1880  S3  gold  pieces. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #008002 

Mint  State  1881  $3  Rarity 

Key  Date,  Just  500  Struck 


2x  photo 

1535  1881  MS-62  (NGC).  Robust  yellow  gold  with  warm  olive  high- 
lights. Frosty  motifs  have  settled  nicely  against  deeply  mirrored 
fields,  sharply  struck  and  undeniably  prooflike  in  appearance.  A date 
that  always  commands  attention  when  a sparkling  specimen  comes 
up  for  grabs  in  the  numismatic  marketplace.  A pleasing  coin  visually 
despite  some  faint  hairlines,  mostly  seen  under  low  magnification. 
From  a circulation  strike  mintage  for  the  date  of 500  pieces,  making 
for  a well-respected  rarity.  The  NGC  Census  Report  has  tallied  just 
10  grading  events  higher  than  that  offered  here.  A fine  opportunity 
to  obtain  a classic  U.S.  gold  issue! 

NGC  Census:  8;  10  finer  (MS-64  finest). 
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Popular  Uncirculated  1882  $3  Rarity 


2x  photo 

1536  1882  MS-63  (NGC)  . A frosty  golden  orange  specimen  with  satiny 
yet  somewhat  reflective  fields  that  support  Longacre’s  design  motifs 
admirably.  Broadly  repunched  2 in  date,  a noted  diagnostic  for 
circulation  strikes  of  the  date;  the  Proofs  do  not  exhibit  this  feature. 
Sharp  and  appealing,  at  the  high  end  of  the  MS-63  designation,  a 
coin  that  holds  up  well  to  careful  magnified  scrutiny. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #008004 


Unlike  the  1880  $3  issue  of  the  previous  year  where  the  number  of 
known  Mint  State  examples  ot  the  date  outnumbers  the  number  of  known 
circulated  specimens  by  a factor  of  4 to  1 or  so,  for  1881  it  is  the  circulated 
specimens,  some  80  to  120  or  so  that  outnumber  the  known  Mint  State 
specimens,  of which  perhaps  20  to  30  can  be  accounted  for. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #008003 


Choice  Uncirculated  1882  $3 


1538  1883  MS-64  (NGC).  Sparkling  deep  honey  gold  with  impressive  I 
mint  brilliance  on  satiny,  somewhat  reflective  fields  and  frosty,  I 
matte-like  devices.  Sharply  struck.  A low  mintage  date  that  has  I 
been  enticing  numismatists  for  well  over  100  years.  Fortunately  I 
for  today’s  collectors,  perhaps  175  to  250  or  so  circulation  strikes 
of  the  date  can  be  found  in  grades  extending  from  EF  up  to  gem 
MS-65  quality.  Only  a half  dozen  grading  events  have  been  regis- 
tered as  finer  in  the  NGC  Census.  A lovely  piece,  an  exciting  coin 
that  readily  lives  up  to  the  assigned  grade. 

NGC  Census:  13;  6 finer  within  any  designation  (MS-65  finest). 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #008005 


Choice  Mint  State  1884  $3 

Only  1,000  Struck 


2x  photo 

1539  1884  MS-64  (NGC).  Deep  honey  gold  with  rich  rose  and  orange 
highlights.  The  fields  are  chiefly  prooflike  and  the  devices  are 
faintly  frosted,  the  overall  combination  quite  enchanting.  Sharply 
struck  with  good  lustre  and  overall  eye  appeal.  Careful  magnified 
scrutiny  reveals  a faint,  old  scratch  in  the  field  beneath  Liberty’s 
chin,  otherwise  the  surfaces  are  fairly  pristine  by  the  standards  of 
the  assigned  grade.  An  altogether  pleasing  example  of  a date  that 
Harry  Bass  considered  the  rarest  circulation  strike  S3  of  the  1880s. 
The  Bowers  reference  informs  us  that  the  date  is  worthy  of  such 
laurels  in  circulated  grade,  however,  the  reference  cautions  that  the 
1884  is  very  rare  overall,  but  not  the  rarest  date  ot  the  1880s.  It 
is  thought  that  some  portion  of  the  1,000  circulation  strikes  ot 
the  date  remained  at  the  Mint  and  were  melted  at  a later  time. 
The  present  coin  is  a fine  representative  of  the  date  and  assigned 
grade, with  very  few  grading  events  at  a higher  level  at  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  13;  5 finer  within  any  designation  (MS-67  finest). 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #008006 


Sparkling  Choice  Uncirculated  1883  Gold  $3 

Just  900  Circulation  Strikes 


2x  photo 


1537  1882  MS-62  (PCGS).  A satiny  honey  gold  specimen  with  some 
prooflike  reflectivity.  Rich  cartwheel  lustre  pushes  the  present  coin 
to  the  high  end  of  the  MS-62  range — this  one  is  choice  all  the 
way. 

Diagnostic  repunched  2 in  date. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008004 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1885  $3  Gold 

Mintage:  801  Pieces 


2x  photo 


1540  1885  MS-65  (NGC).  A highly  prooflike  honey  gold  specimen 
with  some  cloudiness  in  the  chiefly  reflective  fields.  Wisps  of  faint 
blue  and  deeper  gold  gather  at  the  rim.  From  a mintage  for  this  late 
date  in  the  $3  series  of  801  circulation  strikes,  of  which  perhaps 
75  to  100  or  so  Uncirculated  specimens  are  known,  though  not 
many  are  gems.  Fortunately  for  today’s  collectors,  there  are  enough 
nice  quality  1885  $3  gold  pieces  extant  that  any  who  desire  an 
example  of  the  date  can  eventually  get  one,  though  gems  like  this 
are  certainly  tough  to  come  by.  We  suspect  the  present  specimen 
will  draw  plenty  of  viewing  attention. 

NGC  Census:  7;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (MS-65 ★ PL  finest). 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #008007 


Choice  Proof  1886  S3  Gold 


1541  1886  Proof-63  (NGC).  Deep  honey  gold  with  mirrorfields,  faintly 
frosted  motifs,  and  rich  orange  highlights  on  both  sides.  One  of 
142  Proofs  of  the  date  struck,  with  perhaps  80  to  100  or  so  Proofs 
currently  known  at  all  grade  levels.  Despite  a relatively  high  survival 
rate  of  Proofs  of  the  date,  the  Bowers  reference  reminds  us  that  “a 
Proof  1886  $3  is  at  least  six  or  seven  times  rarer  than  a Proof  1 895 
Morgan  dollar  (key  to  the  Morgan  series  with  just  880  struck  and 
perhaps  600  to  700  known  today).”  Better  yet,  the  present  speci- 
men is  attractive  for  the  assigned  grade,  which  certainly  makes  for 
a lot  of  bidding  activity. 

Breen’s  Proof  Encyclopedia,  1977,  enumerates  two  reverse  die  varieties 
for  Proofs  of  this  date.  The  present  variety  features  the  upright  of  the  1 in 
the  date  nearly  completely  below  the  right  curve  of  the  O in  DOLLARS 
above;  the  other  variety  positions  that  numeral  immediately  beneath  the 
space  between  the  O and  first  L in  DOLLARS. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #008050 
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Impressive  Gem  Cameo  Proof  1887  $3 

Medal  Turn  Dies 


2x  photo 

1542  1887  Proof-66  CAM  (NGC).  Dies  aligned  360°  or  medal  turn, 


reverse  design  displays  right-side-up  when  coin  is  turned  on  its 
vertical  axis  rather  than  on  its  horizontal  axis,  as  virtually  always 
seen  in  U.S.  coinage;  other  die  alignments  are  found  for  this  date 
as  well.  Deep  and  haunting  yellow  gold  with  rich  olive  highlights 
that  seemingly  glow  from  within  the  heavily  frosted  motifs  and 
deeply  mirrored  fields  of  this  outstanding  gem.  An  impressive  gem 
survivor  from  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  160.  Of  that  number, 
perhaps  60-75%  of  the  mintage  is  still  in  collector’s  hands.  As  such, 
this  date  represents  a grand  opportunity  for  collectors  to  obtain  a 
gorgeous  Proof  of  the  ever-popular  and  famous  Indian  Princess  $3 
gold  design.  We  suspect  the  present  beautiful  cameo  gem  Proof 
will  appeal  to  a broad  audience  of  collectors  including  those  who 
specialize  in  $3  gold  issues,  as  well  as  those  who  simply  appreciate 
beauty  and  quality  regardless  of  denomination  or  design  type.  An 
exceptional  coin  that  deserves  undivided  bidding  attention. 

NGC  Census:  18;  5 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-67*  finest). 

The  Proof  1887  $3  variety  with  unusual  reverse  die  alignment  was 
noticed  as  early  as  1907,  when  Elmer  S.  Sears  noted  in  his  1907  fixed  price 
list  that  a Proof  of  this  date  has  a reverse  that  “turns  sideways.’’  Interestingly, 
in  a list  some  1 1 years  later  in  1918  Sears  listed  another  1887  S3  gold;  in  this 
case  it  was  one  that  “turns  correctly.” 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #088051 


Mint  State  1887  $3  Gold 


2x  photo 


1543  1887  MS-62  (NGC).  Sparkling  deep  honey  gold  with  bright 
yellow  highlights  and  a wealth  of  lustre.  The  devices  are  modestly 
frosted  and  the  fields  are  satiny  though  quite  reflective  overall.  An 
altogether  pleasant  coin  for  the  assigned  grade. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 


PCGS  #008009 
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Prooflike  1888  $3  Gold 


1544  1888  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  well  struck,  this  coin  is  highly 
prooflike  on  both  sides,  closely  resembling  a full  Proof.  Some  con- 
tact marks  are  seen,  thus  defining  the  MS-62  grade  assigned.  If  this 
were  a Morgan  silver  dollar  of  1888,  it  would  be  called  DMPL! 

PCGS  #008010 


Frosty  Uncirculated  1888  Gold  $3 


2x  photo 

1545  1888  MS-62  (NGC).  A sparkling,  highly  lustrous  honey  gold 


specimen  with  a rich  array  of  rose  iridescence.  A coin  with  plenty 
of  life  and  visual  appeal,  one  that  easily  beckons  the  viewer  to 
thoughts  of  a finer  grade;  certainly  if  judged  alone,  the  reverse 
would  easily  rate  MS-63  or  finer.  A great  opportunity  to  obtain  a 
pleasing  example  of  the  penultimate  date  of  the  series.  Worthy  of 
careful  examination. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #008010 


1546  1888  MS-61  (NGC).  Satiny  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and 
delightful  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008010 


1547  1889  MS-61  (PCGS).  Frosty  honey  gold  with  rich  rose  and  pale 
orange  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008011 


1548  1889  MS-61  (NGC).  A satiny  honey  gold  specimen.  Medium 
honey  gold  with  pale  rose  and  orange  highlights  spread  here  and 
there.  The  end  date  in  a series  and  denomination  that  is  becom- 
ing increasingly  popular  with  today’s  collectors,  as  well  as  the  end 
to  the  Heathrow  Collection , an  incredible  collection  of  threes,  a 
memorable  set  that  lacked  just  the  unique  1870-S  S3  for  complete- 
ness. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #008011 
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Magnificent  Gem  Proof  1879  Stella 
Flowing  Hair  $4 
Proof-65  CAM  (PCGS) 

1549  1879  Flowing  Hair.  Judd-1635,  Pollock-1833.  Rarity-3.  Proof- 
65  CAM  (PCGS).  One  of  the  very  finest  and  most  desirable  1879 
Flowing  Hair  Stellas  we  have  ever  seen  or  had  the  pleasure  of  offering. 
Magnificent  rich  yellow  gold  surfaces  boast  superb  reflectivity  on 
both  sides.  The  strike  is  finer  than  nearly  every  Stella  of  this  type  we 
have  ever  seen,  as  the  hair  above  Liberty’s  ear  is  exquisitely  defined 
and  the  usual  parallel  planchet  striations,  though  present,  have  been 
largely  muted  by  the  force  of  the  strike.  This  is  important  for  con- 
noisseurs, who  should  seek  a specimen  that  showcases  the  design 
perfectly  when  purchasing  a coin  this  expensive  for  their  cabinet! 
Not  one  in  ten  Stellas  is  this  well  struck,  and  this  adds  a great  aura  of 
desirability  in  our  opinion.  A halo  of  light  yellow  toning  surrounds 
the  centers  on  both  sides,  an  indication  of  originality;  we  doubt  this 
piece  has  ever  been  dipped  as  its  color  is  far  more  rich  and  pleasing 
than  most  on  the  market.  There  is  a curved  lintmark  under  the  right 
upright  of  the  A in  G'ftR'&A'wM'w'S  and  a long  lintmark  between 
IT  of  UNITED;  a few  smaller  ones  are  seen  on  the  reverse  here  and 
there  under  a glass.  The  few  hairlines  and  total  absence  of  contact 
points  leaves  little  between  this  coin  and  a higher  grade  in  our  view, 
and  the  visual  appeal  surpasses  most  of  this  grade  level  and  many  even 
finer. 

A classic  desideratum  ever  since  the  time  of  its  mintage,  the 
Flowing  Hair  Stella  features  Charles  Barber’s  Liberty,  perhaps  his 
greatest  artistic  triumph.  The  beauty  of  the  design,  the  novelty 
of  a $4  gold  piece,  and  its  rarity  have  combined  to  make  this  one 
of  America’s  most  recognizable  coins.  Though  perhaps  a few 
hundred  are  known,  very  few  are  gems  and  most  show  extensive 
evidence  of  handling.  Among  those  called  Cameo  by  PCGS,  only 
three  have  been  graded  finer,  and  the  same  number  is  certified  in 
higher  grades  with  the  DCAM  designation — very  few  compared 
to  the  total  known.  The  present  piece  boasts  such  superb  technical 
quality  and  inestimable  beauty  that  it  will  appeal  to  even  the  most 
picky  of  numismatists.  Just  as  it  is  a highlight  of  this  sale,  it  will  be 
a centerpiece  in  any  cabinet. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  3 finer  within  the  CAM  designation  (Proof-67 
CAM  finest). 

Conceived  by  Honorable  John  A.  Kasson,  United  States  minister  to 
Austria  in  1879,  the  $4  gold  Stella  was  so-named  for  the  star  that  dominates 
the  reverse  design  (Latin:  stella=star).  Kasson  also  served  as  chair  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Coinage,  Weights,  and  Measures  earlier  in  his  congressional  career. 
He  was  a staunch  advocate  of  the  United  States  developing  a denomination 
that  would  be  valued  and  weighed  metrically,  as  used  in  Europe,  and  would 
thus  circulate  at  par  with  such  well-used  world  gold  issues  as  the  Spanish 
20  pesetas,  Austrian  eight  florins,  Italian  20  lire,  Dutch  eight  florins,  and 
the  French  20  francs.  The  Committee  of  Coinage,  Weights,  and  Measures 
considered  Kasson’s  proposal,  forwarding  the  suggestion  that  a name  “suit- 
able for  the  four-dollar  coin  would  be  “one  Stella”  analogous  to  one  eagle, 
both  the  star  and  the  eagle  being  national  emblems  on  our  coins.  Kasson’s 
proposal  did  not  break  new  ground,  for  earlier  proposals  had  resulted  in 
Paquet’s  pattern  $5  pieces  of  1868  and  the  later  Bickford  pattern  issues  of 
the  1870s.  Foreign  exchange  rates  of  the  time  were  seldom  constant  (some 
things  never  change),  and  even  a denomination  such  as  Kasson’s  proposed 
$4  coinage  would  never  precisely  fit  the  exchange  rates  of  the  day  nor 
quite  match  the  coins  of  Europe  it  sought  to  compete  with — it  would  still 
be  necessary  to  make  exchange  computations  and  give  change  using  other 


Photo  enlarged 


smaller  denominations.  All  that  aside,  Kasson’s  $4  denomination  was  still 
greeted  with  congressional  enthusiasm.  Congressman  Alexander  Stephens 
sought  the  production  of  the  denomination  in  February  1879.  Both  Charles 
E.  Barber  and  George  T.  Morgan  were  responsible  for  designs  of  the  $4 
gold  piece.  Those  designed  by  Barber  bore  a portrait  of  Liberty  with  hair 
loose,  today’s  “Flowing  Hair”  type,  as  offered  here,  while  Morgan’s  design 
showed  a more  austere  Liberty,  hair  tightly  coiled  and  coiffed,  today’s 
“Coiled  Hair"  type. 

PCGS  #088057 
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Exceptional  1795  Small  Eagle  S5 

A Frosty  Mint  State  Delight 

1550  1795  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-5.  Small  Eagle.  MS-62  (NGC).  From  1 
our  sale  of  the  Haig  Koshkarian  Collection,  where  we  described  I 
this  piece  as  follows: 

“A  satiny  brilliant  yellow  gold  specimen  with  intense  cartwheel  H 
lustre  and  an  overall  appeal  that  bespeaks  a far  finer  grade.  A sharply  I 
struck  and  thoroughly  appealing  example  of  our  nation’s  first  gold  (j 
coinage.  Indeed,  the  present  specimen  is  so  fresh  and  crisp  that  it  i 
could  very  well  have  been  struck  by  the  Gallery  Mint  (a  private  I 
enterprise  that  makes  quality  modern-day  replica  coinage  of  some  of:  I 
America’s  greatest  rarities;  fortuitously  for  today’s  collecting  com-  I 
munity,  the  folks  at  Gallery  Mint  mark  all  of  their  coins  COPY).  I 
The  eye  appeal  here  is  extraordinary,  especially  for  the  assigned  ) 
grade,  and  the  strike  is  as  full  and  bold  as  one  is  apt  ever  to  see  for 
this  issue.  If  such  a thing  as  a ‘gem’  MS-62  coin  exists,  the  present 
specimen  is  an  ideal  representation  thereof!  Simply  gorgeous.” 

This  coin  looks  just  as  fresh  and  surprisingly  beautiful  for  the 
grade  as  before,  a frosty  piece  whose  numerical  grade  does  not  tell 
the  whole  story  of  its  desirability.  It  will  undoubtedly  see  another  j| 
strong  bout  of  bidding  and  find  another  home  in  a great  cabinet  . 
of  rarities. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities.  Previously  from  our  sale  of  the 
Haig  Koshkarian  Collection,  March  2004,  Lot  1382  (@  $96,600). 

PCGS  #008066 


Photo  enlarged 
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Desirable  1795  Heraldic  Eagle  $5 

1795  Breen  7-X.  Rarity-5+.  Heraldic  Eagle.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness 
ofEF-45,  holed  and  plugged.  Deep  yellow  gold  surfaces  showvarious 
shades  at  peripheries,  including  olive  green,  rose,  and  pale  blue.  The 
fields  show  a smattering  of  tiny  contact  marks,  but  the  design  elements 
are  very  well  defined.  The  eagle’s  breast  feathers  are  not  struck  up, 
as  is  typical,  but  the  shield  and  Liberty’s  bust  are  of  full  EF  or  better 
sharpness.  The  vestiges  of  a very  well  repaired  plug  can  be  seen  left 
of  LI  of  LIBERTY  and  just  left  of  the  eagle’s  tail  feathers,  with  some 
smoothing  between  LI  also  visible  under  high  magnification.  This 
unusual  type  is  rare  in  all  grades,  representing  an  unusual  muling  of  an 
old  1795-dated  obverse  and  a Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  that  was  likely  not 
produced  until  1797.  This  example  is  not  problem-free  but  it  remains 
attractive,  sharp,  and  worthy  of  inclusion  in  a collection  ot  early  gold 
coins  or  rare  and  unusual  varieties  from  the  18th  century. 

PCGS  #008075 


Extremely  Rare  1795  Breen  5-E  $5 

Perhaps  A Dozen  Known 


1552  1795  Breen  5-E.  Rarity-7.  Small  Eagle.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A 

highly  elusive  variety.  Lustrous  medium  yellow  gold  with  abundant 
remaining  reflective  character,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  A lovely 
example,  showing  no  more  than  the  usual  light  contact  marks.  A 
tiny  nick  is  noted  between  IB  of  LIBERTY,  thin  scratch  over  the 
left  -wing,  some  vestiges  of  adjustment  marks  above  star  10  and  in 
the  low  spot  at  absolute  central  obverse.  Well  detailed,  typically 
struck.  Excellent  visual  appeal  for  the  grade. 

An  interesting  die  variety,  struck  from  an  obverse  die  with  a boldly  recut 
5 in  the  date  that  was  later  used  to  produce  a very  rare  1795  Heraldic  Eagle 
variety  in  1797.  The  specimen  retained  in  the  Bass  core  collection  was  the 
only  example  Harry  Bass  owned,  despite  the  presence  ofa  few  rim  flaws  and 
other  light  imperfections.  John  Dannreuther  calls  this  marriage  Rarity-6+ 
in  his  upcoming  book,  composed  using  his  own  extensive  knowledge  and 
research  along  with  Bass’s  notes,  but  his  note  that  “about  a dozen  are  known’’ 
places  this  right  on  the  line  between  Rarity-7  and  Rarity-6+.  It  remains 
one  of  the  most  elusive  varieties  of  this  first  half  eagle  issue,  giving  this  coin 
importance  above  and  beyond  that  ofa  normal  1795  $5  in  choice  AU. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008066 
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Well  Struck  and  Desirable  AU  1795  $5 


1551  1795  Breen  4-D.  Rarity-5.  Small  Eagle.  AU-55  (NGC).  Bright 
yellow  gold  fields  yield  to  more  deeply  toned  peripheries.  An 
exceptionally  bold  example  of  this  important  first  half  eagle  issue, 
showing  nearly  full  feather  definition  on  the  eagle’s  chest,  far  more 
than  is  seen  on  most  Mint  State  coins,  let  alone  AU  examples!  A 
long  lmtmark  behind  Liberty’s  head  serves  as  an  identifier.  Some 
spotting  is  present  near  the  date  and  elsewhere  around  design  ele- 
ments and  lettering,  remnants  of  some  built-up  patination  that  is 
no  longer  present  on  the  fields.  Some  hairlines  remain  in  addition 
to  a scattering  of  small  contact  marks,  traces  of  an  old  fingerprint 
beneath  the  wing  on  the  right  side  of  the  eagle,  but  the  eye  appeal  is 
good  for  the  grade.  Early  type  collectors  who  enjoy  seeing  all  of  the 
details  intended  by  the  dies  may  enjoy  viewing  this  bold  specimen, 
and  examination  could  convince  them  this  piece  is  more  desirable 
than  some  Mint  State-graded  pieces  in  the  marketplace. 

PCGS  #008066 


2x  photo 


2x  photo 
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The  Marvelous  Floyd  Starr  1796/5  $5 
Choice  Mint  State-63  (NGC) 
Among  The  Finest  Known 


Photo  enlarged 


1554  1796/5  Breen  9-1.  Rarity-5.  Small  Eagle.  MS-63  (NGC).  A superla- 
tive example  of  this  important  rarity,  a specimen  with  a long-standing 
provenance  that  ranks  among  the  finest  known.  Richly  reflective  fields 
display  light  and  attractive  coppery  toning  over  brilliant  light  yellow  gold 
surfaces.  The  highest  points  of  the  design  show  the  deepest  toning,  perhaps 
caused  by  contact  with  an  envelope  over  the  55  years  this  was  carefully 
preserved  in  the  Floyd  Starr  Collection.  Very  sharp  and  appealing,  just  I 
the  most  minor  central  softness  at  the  center  of  Liberty’s  hair  and  on  the 
eagle’s  forward  leg,  while  every  star  is  fully  defined  and  other  details  are 
incredibly  bold.  The  deep  prooflike  nature  of  this  piece  is  unusual  for  the 
issue.  Many  lint  marks  are  seen,  including  two  small  ones  right  of  star 
3 on  the  obverse,  a curved  one  at  79  of  the  date,  and  a number  of  lint 
marks  scattered  around  the  remarkably  reflective  reverse — one  beneath 
the  wing  on  the  right  side  and  another  left  of  the  first  S in  STATES  are 
most  prominent  as  pedigree-tracking  identifiers.  Some  light  hairlines  are 
seen,  but  no  contact  marks  are  of  consequence.  No  adjustment  marks 
are  obvious,  though  careful  study  may  help  locate  their  vestiges  within 
Liberty’s  hair  with  some  effort.  The  eye  appeal  is  magnificent,  especially 
at  this  grade  level,  and  more  importantly  this  piece’s  natural  look  remains 
intact  from  when  it  was  offered  raw  and  fresh  in  1992. 

When  offered  by  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1936,  as  part  of  “an  unusually  fine 
collection,’’  this  identical  coin  was  described  as  “a  magnificent,  sharp 
uncirculated  specimen,  with  brilliant  proof  surfaces,  almost  equal  to  a 
brilliant  proof.  Perfectly  and  evenly  centered,  with  complete  even  milling 
around  borders.  A rare  date  and  in  this  beautiful  condition,  a great  rarity. 
Valued  by  former  owner  at  $200.00.  Should  certainly  bring  today  well 
into  the  three-figure  mark.”  Later,  when  described  by  Stack’s  in  1992, 
they  noted  in  part  that  this  piece  was  “among  the  finest  known,  if  not  a 
candidate  for  finest  honors.  On  a par  with  the  specimen  in  Auction  ‘82, 
Lot  924,  called  ‘Finest.’  [Later  the  same  coin  was  in  the  Whitney  sale.] 
Finer  than  the  Garrett,  Eliasberg,  and  Norweb  specimens.” 

Today,  the  rarity  of  this  issue  seems  overshadowed  by  the  prominence 
of  the  1795  Small  Eagle,  a much  more  common  coin,  and  the  elusiveness 
of  the  1797.  In  high  grade,  1796  half  eagles  are  as  rare  as  nearly  any  coin 
in  the  U.S.  gold  series.  Though  NGC  has  graded  a specimen  MS-60 
or  higher  on  11  occasions  over  the  years,  PCGS  has  graded  just  three  as 
Mint  State  and  David  Akers  once  estimated  that  only  “four  or  five  true 
uncs  of  this  date  are  known.”  The  NGC  Census  seems  rife  with  resub- 
missions of  pieces  that  have  “graduated”  to  Mint  State — though  AUs 
are  certainly  not  common  either!  No  matter  what  the  actual  population 
is,  all  estimates  point  to  only  five  or  six  dozen  survivors  in  all  grades  and 
just  a tiny  fraction  of  those  above  EF.  Since  our  first  auction  in  2003,  we 
have  offered  some  remarkable  rarities  in  duplicate  but  have  sold  just  one 
example  of  this  date  in  any  grade.  Likewise,  just  one  example  appeared 
in  the  three  gold  Bass  sales;  neither  of  them  could  hold  a candle  to  this 
coin.  For  a connoisseur  knowledgeable  enough  about  early  U.S.  gold 
coins  to  recognize  how  special  and  well-preserved  this  half  eagle  is,  there 
could  perhaps  be  no  finer  building  block  to  a stellar  quality  collection  of 
18th-century  $5  gold  pieces.  A type  set  using  this  piece  as  its  Small  Eagle 
representative  would  also  be  a magnificent  showcase. 

NGC  Census:  2;  3 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities.  Earlier,  sold  by  the  Guttag  Brothers 
in  November  1926;  B.  Max  Mehl’s  sale  of  the  Morse,  Faelton,  and  Todd  Col- 
lections, June  1936,  Lot  455;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Floyd  Starr  Collection,  October 
1992,  Lot  1195. 
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Popular  1798  Half  Eagle 
MS-61  (PCGS) 


2x  photo 


1555  1798  Breen  2-D.  Rarity-3.  Large  8,  13  Star  Reverse.  MS- 
61  (PCGS).  Pleasing  light  yellow  gold  surfaces  are  frosty  on  the 
obverse  and  lightly  reflective  on  the  reverse.  Good  cartwheel  lustre 
is  present  on  both  sides  and  the  visual  appeal  is  beyond  what  one 
would  expect  for  this  grade.  Only  light  scattered  marks  and  some 
hairlines  are  noted,  though  magnification  reveals  a small  abrasion 
right  of  star  4 and  a short  scratch  poindng  to  star  10.  The  central 
reverse  is  a bit  soft  as  often  seen,  obscuring  some  detail  in  the  shield 
and  the  eagle’s  neck.  The  reverse  is  crumbling,  as  always  seen  on 
this  variety.  Very  pleasing  overall,  a good  looking  way  to  include  a 
Mint  State  Heraldic  Eagle  $5  from  the  18th  century  in  your  type 
set. 

PCGS  #008078 


Very  Rare  1799  Breen  1-A  $5 
Die  Clash  from  1798  Obverse 
AU-58  (PCGS) 


2x  photo 

1556  1799  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-6.  Small  Stars  Reverse.  AU-58 


(PCGS).  Intensely  lustrous  medium  yellow  gold  surfaces  show  a 
touch  of  coppery  toning  and  bold  reflective  flash  on  both  obverse 
and  reverse.  A lovely  specimen,  well  detailed  and  very  pleasing  to 
the  eye.  Some  minor  flaws  are  seen,  none  of  which  really  impact 
the  superb  eye  appeal:  a thin  scratch  in  the  left  obverse  field  and 
another  from  the  top  of  Liberty’s  nose,  a tiny  hidden  rim  bruise  at 
3:00  on  the  obverse,  some  minor  hairlines  and  light  abrasions. 

Interestingly,  this  reverse  die  was  previously  muled  to  a 1798— 
dated  die  (Breen’s  obverse  6),  and  the  clashes  from  that  obverse 
remain  in  this  state.  To  our  knowledge,  this  is  the  only  early  half 
eagle  dated  one  year  (1799)  to  show  a totally  different  year  in  clash 
form  on  the  reverse  (1798,  located  under  ATE  of  STATES).  An 
extensive  network  of  other  clash  evidence  and  light  cracks  are  also 
plain  on  the  reverse,  which  likely  caused  the  end  of  the  die’s  useful 
life  and  thus  the  rarity  of  this  die  marriage.  Dannreuther  estimates 
that  25  to  35  specimens  are  known.  This  exact  specimen  was  the 
only  one  in  the  Bass  sales,  though  one  also  remains  in  the  Bass 
Foundation  core  collection.  A lovely  and  well-pedigreed  example 
of  this  fascinating  and  very  rare  variety. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection.  Earlier,  from  Stack’s  1971  ANA 
sale,  August  1971,  Lot  2110;  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Harry  W. 
Bass,  Jr.  Collection,  Part  II,  October  1999,  Lot  730. 
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Rare  1799  Large  Stars  Reverse  $5 
AU-55  (PCGS) 


Rare  1799  Breen  4-G  $5 


1558  1799  Breen  4-G.  Rarity-6+.  AU-53  (NGC).  An  extremely 
elusive  variety  with  a total  of  perhaps  16  to  18  examples  known, 
according  to  John  Dannreuther’s  soon  to  be  released  reference  on 
early  half  eagles.  Nicely  toned  rich  yellow  surfaces  show  reflective 
bright  yellow  gold  in  protected  areas  and  coppery  highlights  in  the 
fields.  The  devices  show  some  old  build-up,  a pleasing  situation 
that  some  enthusiasts  of  early  gold  like  to  refer  to  as  a “crusty”  look. 
Some  marks  are  visible,  including  a vertical  scratch  in  the  right 
obverse  field,  some  other  light  nicks,  and  scattered  hairlines  typical 
of  this  grade.  Interestingly,  a natural  depression  at  the  corner  of 
Liberty’s  mouth  nearly  precisely  matches  the  shape  of  a depression 
in  the  same  spot  on  the  Bass  IV  coin  and  another  smaller  depres- 
sion inside  star  12  also  lines  up  to  a similar  mark  on  that  piece. 
The  retained  Bass  Foundation  coin  shows  smaller  depressions  in 
the  same  spot,  indicating  that  some  sort  of  detritus  clung  to  the 
die  and  created  “struck-throughs”  when  these  pieces  were  coined, 
presumably  in  some  close  sequence  after  each  other.  Other  marks 
on  the  coins  assure  that  this  is  not  the  Bass  IV  specimen. 

Called  Rarity-7  in  Bass,  the  total  population  has  grown  by  a 
few  coins,  making  this  die  marriage  now  Rarity-6+.  It  remains  rare 
and  important,  however,  as  one  of  the  Large  Reverse  Stars  variet- 
ies, both  of  which  are  R-6  or  R-7!  With  a new  book  on  early  half 
eagles  coming  out,  we  expect  interest  in  the  rarities  of  this  series 
to  increase.  Varieties  such  as  this  may  soon  get  the  recognition  in 
the  marketplace  they  deserve. 

PCGS  #098081 


1799  Breen  3-F.  Rarity-6.  Large  Stars  Reverse.  AU-55 
(PCGS) . Bright  yellow  gold  with  a slight  greenish  tinge  and  strong 
remaining  reflectivity.  Scattered  light  hairlines  and  marks,  a goodly 
number  though  none  are  individually  significant.  Well  detailed 
and  lively  in  appearance,  an  attractive  specimen  of  this  rare  major 
variety.  Only  this  die  marriage,  with  about  20  examples  known  in 
all  grades,  and  the  similarly  rare  Breen  4-H  show  the  large  stars  on 
the  reverse,  a characteristic  that  is  easily  discerned  with  the  naked 
eye.  Only  one  example  of  this  variety  appeared  in  the  Bass  sales 
(Bass  11:732,  a PCGS  AU-58);  it  brought  $13,800  back  in  1999. 
This  specimen  will  nicely  fill  a very  challenging  hole  in  an  early 
gold  set  with  major  varieties. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #098081 


1557 


•r~ 


Nice  AU  1800  $5 


2x  photo 

1559  1800  Breen  1-C.  Rarity-4.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Even  light  yel- 


low gold  with  good  remaining  lustre  for  the  assigned  grade,  still 
showing  some  reflective  character  in  protected  areas.  The  reverse 
is  particularly  flashy  and  lustrous.  Scattered  light  marks  and  abra- 
sions are  seen,  consistent  with  some  use  in  circulation.  None  are 
particularly  serious,  though  we  note  a shallow  scrape  over  Liberty’s 
cheek  to  her  jawline  and  a thin  scratch  in  the  lower  left  obverse 
field.  A tiny  speck  clings  near  Liberty’s  chin.  The  visual  appeal  is 
excellent  for  this  grade  level,  and  this  piece  will  make  a fine  type 
coin  in  a hand-selected  set. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 
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1560  1800  Breen  1-D.  Rarity-4.  MS-60  (NGC).  Frosty  deep  yellow 
gold  with  bold  satiny  lustre  on  the  reverse.  Well  struck  and  boldly 
detailed  but  for  some  denticles  around  the  right  side  of  the  reverse 
affected  by  the  vestiges  of  adjustment  marks.  Scattered  minor  marks 
are  seen,  including  a vertical  dig  on  Liberty’s  cheek  and  a very  thin 
horizontal  scratch  in  front  of  Liberty’s  lips.  A well-hidden  repair 
in  the  denticles  over  star  10  is  noted  under  magnified  scrutiny,  the 
sort  of  thing  not  one  collector  in  10  would  notice.  The  overall 
visual  appeal  is  quite  nice  for  a grade  not  normally  associated  with 
attractive  coins,  and  we  imagine  the  bid  will  be  commensurate  with 
its  level  of  attractiveness. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008082 


Lustrous  AU-58  1800  $5 

1561  1800  Breen  1-D.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (NGC). 

Bright  rich  yellow  gold  surfaces  show  good 
remaining  lustre  and  reflective  character.  Very 
nicely  detailed  and  free  of  adjustment  marks, 
though  hairlines  are  noted  on  both  sides.  Only  one 
tiny  nick  in  the  lower  right  obverse  field  requires 
mention,  otherwise  the  fields  are  remarkably  free 
of  contact  points.  A very  attractive  example  of 
this  historic  issue,  struck  the  year  of  an  election 
that  changed  history,  and  a popular  date  for  type 
collectors. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008082 
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1562  1800  Breen  1-D.  Rarity-4.  AU-55  (NGC).  Very  pleasing  light 


greenish  yellow  gold  surfaces  show  warm  rich  yellow  highlights 
around  design  elements,  where  good  lustre  still  shines  through. 
Some  minor  obverse  granularity  turns  up  under  magnification  but 
is  not  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  Aside  from  a hidden  rim  nick  over 
B of  LIBERTY,  a tiny  pinpoint  nick  under  star  7,  and  a vertical 
scrape  on  the  right  side  of  the  reverse  star  cluster,  no  major  marks 
are  seen.  Very  attractive  for  the  grade  despite  these  minor  faults,  a 
very  worthwhile  piece  to  examine  and  pursue,  and  better-looking 
than  many  of  the  pieces  we  have  seen  in  this  grade  range. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008082 


Mint  State  1802/1  Half  Eagle 


2x  photo 


1563  1802/1  Breen  1-D.  Rarity-4.  MS-62  (NGC).  Evenly  toned  pale 
yellow  gold  with  lustre  on  both  sides.  A nicely  struck  example  with 
the  only  softness  worthy  of  note  being  where  the  eagle’s  wings  join 
the  shield,  particularly  at  the  viewer’s  right.  Scattered  light  surface 
marks  account  for  the  grade,  not  to  be  confused  with  some  faint 
adjustment  marks  noted  at  the  periphery.  Struck  from  clashed  dies, 
with  faint  clash  marks  noted. 

PCGS  #008083 


2x  photo 


Popular  1802/1  $5 

1564  1802/1  Breen  1-D.  Rarity-4.  AU-53 
(PCGS).  Pleasing  light  yellow  gold  with 
darker  toning  around  the  peripheral  obverse 
design  elements,  more  even  light  yellow  gold 
with  a green  tint  on  the  reverse.  Scattered  tiny 
marks  are  seen,  nearly  all  on  the  obverse,  and 
we  note  a very  thin  scratch  upwards  from  the 
rim  right  of  star  1 . The  wear  is  light  and  even 
and  the  overdate  characteristic  is  very  bold.  A 
desirable  and  visually  pleasing  specimen  of  this 
classic  issue. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 
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Highly  Lustrous  1802/1  $5 
MS-61  (NGC) 


1565  1802/1  Breen  2-1.  Rarity-4.  MS-61  (NGC).  Exceptionally 
bright  satiny  lustre  encircles  both  sides,  each  a very  pleasing  frosty 
light  yellow  gold.  A bit  reflective  under  a light,  choice  for  the  grade 
with  only  scattered  hairlines  perhaps  preventing  a grade  assignment 
a point  or  two  higher.  No  serious  marks  are  seen  and  the  sharpness 
is  excellent,  showing  good  detail  in  obverse  stars  and  the  eagle.  A 
good  coin  for  the  choosy  collector  who  has  viewed  many  MS-61s 
but  remains  unsatisfied  with  those  he  or  she  has  passed  by  before. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 
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Late  Die  State  1802/1  $5 
Choice  AU 


2x  photo 

1566  1802/1  Breen  2-1.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Pleasing  deep 


yellow  gold  with  satiny  lustre  and  some  pale  blue  toning  at  central 
obverse.  Frosty  and  attractive  for  the  grade  with  only  very  minor 
marks.  A thin  scratch  under  the  wing  on  the  left  side  of  the  reverse 
is  the  only  noteworthy  post-striking  defect  aside  from  very  light 
wear,  and  the  detail  remains  excellent.  The  overall  aesthetic  appeal 
surpasses  most  in  this  grade  range. 

Late  die  state  with  cud  over  ITE  of  UNITED.  Harry  Bass  owned  six 
examples  of  this  variety,  including  the  perfect  die  state  piece  retained  by  the 
Bass  foundation.  Though  some  of  the  specimens  sold  in  the  three  Bass  gold 
sales  showed  cracks,  not  a single  one  showed  this  full  cud  break.  Though 
there  are  few  people  today  who  pursued  early  gold  die  states  hke  Bass 
did — and  certainly  none  with  the  academic  vigor  he  showed — we  imagine 
this  is  a very  elusive  state  from  a somewhat  available  die  marriage. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 
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Frosty  Mint  State  1803/2  $5 

1567  1803/2  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-5.  MS-61  (NGC).  Abun- 
dant satiny  lustre  persists  across  frosty  light  yellow  gold 
surfaces.  A sharp  and  appealing  coin,  nicely  preserved 
and  showing  good  natural  color  and  lustre.  Some  hori- 
zontal adjustment  marks  are  seen  on  the  obverse,  most 
prominent  atop  and  behind  Liberty’s  cap  and  at  her 
temple.  A short  scratch  runs  upward  from  the  lowest 
curl  behind  her  head,  a thinner  scratch  stretches  from 
the  base  of  1 to  below  star  1 , some  light  hairlines  but 
no  heavy  digs.  Well  detailed  and  very  attractive. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 
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Lustrous  AU  1803/2  $5 


1568  1803/2  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-5.  AU-58  (NGC).  Pale  yellow  gold 
surfaces  show  strong  lustre,  particularly  at  the  peripheries  and  across 
the  satiny  reverse.  The  strike  is  especially  strong,  with  full  breast 
feather  detail  and  naked-eye  visibility  of  the  overdate  characteristics. 
Some  minor  granularity  is  noted  at  central  reverse  and  over  AME 
of  AMERICA,  scattered  hairlines  and  minor  contact  marks,  good 
overall  visual  appeal.  The  presence  of  adjustment  marks  appears 
limited  to  the  extreme  reverse  periphery.  A fine  looking  specimen 
of  this  popular  and  bold  overdate,  a variety  often  chosen  by  type 
collectors  who  seek  a die  marriage  with  a bit  more  interest  than  a 
“normal”  die. 

PCGS  #008084 


Lovely  AU  1804  Half  Eagle 


2x  photo 

1569  1804  Breen  2-E.  Rarity-5.  Small  8.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Particu- 


larly strong  lustre  encircles  frosty  light  yellow  gold  surfaces,  with 
deeper  yellow  toning  visible  on  obverse  high  points.  Well  struck, 
typical  of  this  date  but  an  important  consideration  for  type  col- 
lectors who  like  to  see  the  design  as  it  was  intended.  The  color  is 
a very  attractive  and  desirable  shade  bespeaking  originality.  Some 
hairlines  are  seen,  thin  scratch  noted  under  left  wing,  a few  other 
abrasions  or  marks  are  minor.  The  usual  array  of  light  die  cracks, 
including  a prominent  vertical  crack  on  the  obverse  through  the 
date  and  a horizontal  one  right  of  the  shield,  are  all  seen.  This 
would  make  an  excellent  type  piece  for  a picky  collector,  as  visual 
inspection  will  no  doubt  prove. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008085 


2x  photo 


Nice  AU-58  1804  $5 

1804  Breen  2-E.  Rarity-5.  AU-58  (NGC).  Highly 
lustrous  light  yellow  gold  with  a blush  of  deeper  toning  on 
the  devices.  The  cartwheel  lustre  is  strongest  around  the 
peripheries  and  more  satiny  on  the  reverse.  Nice  for  the 
grade  with  a minimum  of  flaws,  just  the  usual  light  hairlines 
and  a short  horizontal  scratch  under  BUS  of  PLURIBUS 
at  central  reverse.  Some  nearly  vertical  adjustment  marks 
are  seen  on  Liberty’s  cheek,  but  the  strike  is  bold  enough 
to  have  struck  out  any  other  remnants.  Good  details  are 
seen  on  both  sides.  This  variety  is  readily  identifiable  by  the 
vertical  bisecting  crack  on  the  obverse  and  the  horizontal 
bisector  on  the  right  side  of  the  reverse.  The  present  piece 
has  enough  eye  appeal  to  recommend  it  into  a well-chosen 
type  or  date  set. 

PCGS  #008085 


"l_ 

290 


American  Numismatic  Rarith 


Choice  Mint  State  1806  $5 


2x  photo 

1571  1806  Breen  5-E.  Rarity-3.  Knobbed  6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Superb 


satiny  lustre  covers  rich  and  frosty  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Better 
struck  than  often  seen  with  essentially  full  definition  in  the  reverse 
shield,  which  often  shows  a shallow  depression  where  the  strike  was 
incomplete.  Only  very  light  vestiges  of  diagonal  adjustment  marks 
are  seen  at  the  shield  and  its  upper  left  corner,  no  heavy  marks,  very 
minor  hairlines  that  do  nothing  to  impair  excellent  visual  appeal. 
As  one  of  the  more  relatively  available  die  marriages  of  this  type, 
the  Breen  5-E  is  often  selected  for  type  collections,  and  a frosty 
and  well-struck  example  like  this  is  a natural  for  just  such  a cabinet. 
Just  a single  specimen  has  been  graded  finer  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  14;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities. 

PCGS  #008089 


( the  qNciv  ^SJork  Connoisseur  s Collection  • SESSION  TWO 

Desirable  Mint  State  1806  $5 


2x  photo 

1572  1806  Breen  5-E.  Rarity-3.  Knobbed  6.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Frosty 


and  even  light  yellow  gold  with  abundant  lustre  and  excellent 
overall  eye  appeal.  The  surfaces  are  free  of  all  but  the  most  minor 
contact  points,  and  were  it  not  for  a thin  scratch  in  front  of  Liberty’s 
profile  we  imagine  this  would  be  a grade  higher.  Just  a trace  of 
adjustment  marks  are  visible  above  9:00  on  the  reverse  rim,  less 
visible  among  the  uprights  of  the  shield.  A well-detailed  and  very 
attractive  example  of  this  popular  date,  one  that  will  no  doubt  see 
strong  bidding  from  the  growing  ranks  of  early  gold  enthusiasts. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008089 


2x  photo 


Popular  1806  Half  Eagle 

1573  1806  Breen  5-E.  Rarity-3.  Knobbed 
6.  AU-58  (NGC).  Even  pale  yellow 
gold  surfaces  show  remaining  lustre  most 
intensely  at  peripheries.  Scattered  contact 
marks  are  mostly  minor,  though  we  note 
a few  nicks  under  ME  of  AMERICA, 
and  the  hairlines  are  to  be  expected  at 
this  grade  level.  Well  detailed  for  the  date 
with  the  shield  nicely  defined,  including 
the  often  soft  left  border.  A desirable 
example  of  this  popular  design  type. 

PCGS  #008089 
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Photo  enlarged 


Perhaps  Finest  Known  1807  $5 
Draped  Bust  Right 
Only  MS-65  Certified  By  PCGS 

1574  1807  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-5.  Bust  Right.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A simply 
magnificent  gem  early  half  eagle,  one  of  the  very  finest  gold  coins  of  ' 
this  era  or  design  type  we  have  ever  seen  or  catalogued!  As  this  has  ’ 
been  hidden  away  since  its  purchase  in  1979  (for  a then  enormous 
sum),  it  possesses  a look  which  is  increasingly  rare  among  coins  of  ' 
this  era  or  type:  truly  natural  gem  preservation,  choice  original  color, 
and  unaltered  satiny  lustre.  To  those  who  have  been  involved  in  nu- 
mismatics only  a few  years,  this  coin  may  look  “odd,”  as  its  smooth 
green-yellow  surfaces  do  not  in  any  way  resemble  most  of  the  bright  ! 
even  yellow  examples  currently  in  the  marketplace. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  show  intense  lustre,  satiny  in  character, 
swirling  around  devices  and  radiating  from  the  fields.  The  color,  i 
as  noted,  has  a decidedly  greenish  tint  with  some  warmer  yellow  | 
highlights  in  areas.  For  this  often  unevenly  struck  issue,  the  detail 
is  excellent,  showing  center  peaks  to  nearly  every  star,  impeccably 
defined  peripheries,  and  central  designs  as  crisp  as  intended.  There 
are  no  marks  of  consequence,  but  we  point  out  a tiny  nick  far  under 
the  upright  ofE  of  LIBERTY  and  a smaller  mark  under  the  second  ' 
U of  PLURIBUS,  located  during  our  magnified  study,  that  could 
serve  as  identifiers  should  this  piece’s  most  readily  identifiable 
characteristic — dramatic  color  and  originality — be  altered  by  some 
profit-seeking  philistine  in  the  future. 

Perhaps  the  best  single  word  to  describe  this  piece  was  used  in  the 
headline  over  its  1979  auction  offering — “pristine.”  That  description 
also  noted  that  this  was  a “Brilliant  Uncirculated  gem.  A flawless  ex- 
ample which  is  easily  equal  to  the  Bareford  coin  or  better.  Well  worth 
in  excess  of  the  $10,500  that  coin  realized.”  The  Bareford  coin,  later 
in  the  Rogers  Collection,  is  the  plate  coin  for  this  date  at  coinfacts.com 
so  the  overall  quality  can  be  easily  compared — both  are  lovely  coins. 
That  piece  may  be  the  lone  MS-65  listed  in  the  NGC  Census.  The 
fact  that  (even  in  the  rapidly  surging  market  between  December  1978 
andjuly  1979)  the  present  coin  sold  for  twice  what  the  Bareford  coin 
brought  just  seven  months  earlier  is  perhaps  a telling  indication  ofjust 
how  gorgeous  this  coin  is! 

Early  gold  coins  in  truly  natural  gem  states  of  preservation  are 
among  the  rarest  of  all  American  coins.  PCGS  has  offered  an  MS-66 
grade  to  a half  eagle  of  this  type  on  just  four  occasions,  and  we  would 
not  be  in  the  least  bit  surprised  if  this  piece  joined  their  number 
somewhere  down  the  line.  As  it  is  now,  it  will  have  to  be  satisfied  to 
be  known  as  the  single  finest  1807  half  eagle  of  this  type  that  PCGS 
has  ever  seen.  Not  that  our  opinion  matters  as  much  as  that  ofPCGS 
(we  don’t  get  paid  for  our  opinions!),  but  it  is  undoubtedly  the  finest 
we  have  ever  seen  and  even  ranks  high  among  all  early  gold  coins  we 
can  recall  coming  across.  For  modern  connoisseurs  who  desire  the 
finest,  this  piece  will  brings  years  of  pleasure  without  even  entertaining 
the  thought  of  seeking  an  upgrade.  We  only  hope  that  the  next  owner 
of  this  prize  is  as  careful  a steward  as  the  New  York  Connoisseur,  as 
the  number  of  coins  that  can  meet  the  standard  of  originality  set  by 
this  piece  is  seemingly  shrinking  all  the  time. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
section  of  Auction  ‘79,  July  1979,  Lot  809  (@  $20,000).  The  original  lot 
ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 

PCGS  #008092 
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Uncirculated  1807  Half  Eagle 

Bust  Right 


2x  photo 

1575  1807  Breen  4-C.  Rarity-4+.  Bust  Right.  MS-62  (NGC).  Frosty 


and  highly  lustrous  light  yellow  gold,  uniform  and  pleasing.  Light 
signs  of  handling  are  noted  on  the  high  points  and  in  the  most 
exposed  areas  of  the  fields,  but  there  are  no  visible  marks  worthy  of 
specific  mention.  Faint  adjustment  marks  are  noted  on  the  portrait, 
but  these  are  light  enough  that  they  are  barely  detectable  with  the 
unaided  eye.  Somewhat  softly  struck,  but  all  major  design  elements 
are  clear  except  for  the  junctures  of  the  wings  with  the  shield.  First 
three  digits  of  the  date  sharply  recut. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008092 


Choice  AU  1807  Half  Eagle 

Bust  Left 


2x  photo 

1576  1807  Breen  5-D.  Rarity-3.  Bust  Left.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Medium 


yellow  gold  with  slightly  deeper  orange  on  the  reverse.  The  obverse 
is  microscopically  granular,  while  the  reverse  is  satiny  and  pleasing. 
Both  sides  retain  a good  amount  of  lustre.  Nicely  struck  with  good 
detail,  and  just  minor  adjustment  marks  noted  in  the  denticles. 
From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008101 


2x  photo 


Lustrous  1807  Half  Eagle 

Bust  Left 

1577  1807  Breen  5-D.  Rarity-3.  Bust  Left.  AU- 
53  (PCGS).  Bright  and  highly  lustrous  yellow 
gold  with  only  faint  evidence  of  wear  on  the 
highest  points,  but  likely  downgraded  slightly 
for  scattered  marks  on  both  sides.  Struck  from 
dies  that  were  heavily  clashed,  and  then  polished 
to  remove  evidence  of  same.  Strong  clash  marks 
remain  near  Liberty’s  ear,  but  the  remaining 
evidence  is  mostly  removed,  an  action  that  has 
given  the  fields  slight  prooflike  reflectivity  at  a 
distance  and  plentiful  fine  die  polish  lines  when 
viewed  with  magnification. 

PCGS  #008101 
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Desirable  1807  Breen  5-E  HalfEagle 


Handsome  AU  1808/7  $5 


1578  1807  Breen  5-E.  Rarity-4.  Bust  Left.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Some 
lustre  remains  on  deeply  toned  yellow  gold  surfaces,  with  the 
strongest  lustre  and  a hint  of  greenish  toning  on  the  reverse.  Many 
scattered  light  marks  and  abrasions,  some  minor  granularity  at  re- 
verse periphery,  scattered  hairlines.  Terminal  die  state  with  a crack 
descending  on  the  reverse  from  12:00  and  another  joining  the  rim 
to  the  S in  PLURIBUS.  A desirable  example  from  the  first  year  of 
the  type. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008101 


1579  1808/7  Breen  2-A.  Rarity-5.  AU-58  (NGC).  Even  lightyellow 
gold  with  good  lustre,  especially  satiny  on  the  reverse.  Scattered 
light  marks  on  the  obverse,  some  minor  hairlines  but  not  as  seri- 
ous as  often  seen,  a single  tiny  dig  above  the  arrowheads  requires 
mention.  The  overdate  characteristic  is  visible  within  the  top  of 
the  final  8 with  a glass,  though  this  is  not  as  plain  as  some  of  the 
other  overdates  in  the  early  half  eagle  series  which  are  very  easy 
to  see  with  the  naked  eye.  A handsome  AU  specimen  of  this  type 
designed  by  John  Reich. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008103 


2x  photo 


Mint  State  1808  HalfEagle 

1580  1808  Breen  4-A.  Rarity-5.  MS-61 
(PCGS).  Frosty  medium  yellow  gold  sur- 
faces exhibit  strong  lustre  for  the  assigned 
grade.  Very  well  struck  on  both  sides,  with 
the  clear  outline  of  a clash  of  the  obverse 
device  of  Liberty  surrounding  the  reverse 
eagle.  Scattered  light  hairlines  and  a few 
contact  marks  are  visible,  but  only  a short 
scratch  on  Liberty’s  cheek  requires  mention. 
This  piece  boasts  strong  visual  appeal  both 
in  hand  and  under  magnification,  and  it 
would  be  a desirable  addition  to  nearly  any 
type  set. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008102 
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Classic  1809/8  Half  Eagle 


1581  1809/8  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Abundant  frosty 
cartwheel  lustre  enlivens  medium  yellow  gold  surfaces.  An  attrac- 
tive high-grade  example  of  this  popular  overdate  variety.  Some 
light  hairlines  are  noted,  short  vertical  scratch  behind  Liberty’s 
head,  small  planchet  depression  or  flaw  atop  star  10,  scattered 
minor  marks.  Good  overall  eye  appeal.  Many  type  collectors  find 
that  including  interesting  varieties  that  command  a small  or  no 
premiumadds  interest  to  their  set. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008104 


Attractive  1809/8  S5 


1582 

„h 


1809/8  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractive  me- 
dium yellow  gold  with  strong  lustre  remaining  at  peripheries.  A 


handsome  specimen,  showing  just  modest  wear  and  a variety  of 
tiny  marks  commensurate  with  the  grade.  A couple  of  tiny  nicks 
are  noted  inside  the  rim  above  Liberty’s  cap,  thin  scratch  under 
eagle’s  beak,  good  detail  for  the  grade.  A handsome  specimen  of  a 
type  that  relatively  few  collectors  get  to  include  in  their  cabinet. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008104 

Historic  1810  Half  Eagle 


1583  1810  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date,  Large  5.  AU-55 
(NGC).  A high  degree  of  lustre  spins  around  light  yellow  gold 
surfaces.  Various  marks  and  abrasions  may  be  seen,  including  a 
thin  scratch  beneath  the  motto  ribbon  on  the  reverse.  Some  faint 
vestiges  of  adjustment  marks  cross  at  Liberty’s  cheek,  with  a single 
horizontal  line  high  on  her  cheekbone.  The  detail  is  quite  good 
for  the  grade  and  we  imagine  this  piece  will  find  a happy  buyer. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008108 
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Extremely  Rare  1810  $5  Honest  AU  1811  $5 

Small  Date,  Small  5 


1585  1811  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-3+.  Small  5.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Frosty 
light  yellow  gold  with  some  coppery  toning  highlights  on  obverse 
high  points  and  around  reverse  legends.  Strong  cartwheel  lustre 
remains  at  obverse  periphery  and  satiny  lustre  enlivens  the  reverse. 
Various  scattered  tiny  contact  marks  were  left  by  a short  stay  in 
circulation  or  bag  transactions,  but  none  is  serious  and  taken  as 
a whole  the  eye  appeal  is  quite  pleasing.  A nice  honest  AU  coin 
without  damage  or  eye-catching  flaws,  more  than  suitable  for  most 
collections. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008109 


1584  1810  Breen  2-B.  Rarity- 7.  Small  Date,  Small  5.  Net  EF-40 
(ANACS).  “AU  details.  Repaired.”  An  important  specimen  of 
an  extremely  rare  variety.  Bright  yellow  gold  surfaces  show  some 
deeper  toning  inside  the  rims  but  most  notably  around  the  date. 
The  only  discernible  repair,  as  noted  by  ANACS,  is  an  area  of  light 
smoothing  above  18  of  the  date  where  a dark  speck  once  adhered. 
The  coin  has  been  lightly  cleaned,  with  some  hairlines  still  visible, 
and  some  light  vertical  scratches  are  noted  on  Liberty’s  cheek  and 
bust,  in  addition  to  the  field  just  in  front  of  her  profile.  Some  di- 
agonal lines  in  the  same  area  are  adjustment  marks.  Many  tiny  nicks 
in  the  fields  have  given  the  surfaces  a slightly  granular  appearance 
under  a glass.  The  sharpness  remains  excellent  on  both  sides,  with 
good  definition  and  several  clear  die  cracks  that  are  probably  the 
reason  this  die  marriage  is  so  rare  today. 

The  Bass  Sylloge  estimates  that  fewer  than  10  specimens  of  this 
variety  are  currently  known.  PCGS  has  certified  an  example  on 
only  five  occasions  (not  necessarily  five  different  coins)  and  NGC 
has  graded  an  example  six  times.  This  combined  certification  data, 
in  addition  to  two  or  three  specimens  we  know  of  that  would  not 
be  fit  for  normal  certification  (including  this  piece),  line  up  with  a 
population  of  about  10  examples,  still  solidly  Rarity-7  and  one  of 
the  most  challenging  major  varieties  in  the  whole  early  gold  series. 
The  Bass  coin  retained  by  the  Harry  Bass  Foundation  is  only  EF  or 
so.  Breen  had  only  seen  eight  specimens  by  the  time  he  wrote  about 
the  series  in  his  1988  Encyclopedia.  David  Akers  recorded  “4  or  5” 
when  cataloguing  Auction  ‘81.  Today,  it  remains  a classic  rarity,  one 
of  the  highlights  of  any  advanced  collection  of  early  gold  by  variety 
and  an  issue  that  a careful  collector  could  wait  years  to  acquire. 

From  Heritage’s  1997  ANA  Sale,  July  1997,  Lot  5200 
(@$16,675). 

PCGS  #008105 
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AU  1812  Half  Eagle 


1586  1812  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold 
with  strong  lustre  and  generally  good  eye  appeal.  Numerous  fine 
marks  and  abrasions  in  the  obverse  fields  from  handling,  while 
the  protected  recesses  around  the  devices,  stars,  and  much  of  the 
reverse  retain  original  frosty  surfaces.  Faint  adjustment  marks  are 
visible  on  the  reverse  in  the  central  device,  but  these  are  not  easily 
detected  with  the  unaided  eye.  A nice  example  of  the  type. 

PCGS  #008112 


Very  Attractive  1812  $5 


1587  1812  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Abundant  satiny 
lustre  persists  on  lively  light  yellow  gold  surfaces,  rich  with  frost 
and  eye  appeal.  Some  coppery  toning  highlights  are  present  on  the 


high  points,  and  some  faint  greenish  tinges  remain,  as  struck.  Only 
minor  marks,  the  usual  light  hairlines,  short  scratch  above  star  8.  A 
very  attractive  specimen  from  this  historic  year,  a good  choice  for 
someone  who  likes  collecting  the  AU  grade  but  appreciates  pieces 
of  hand-selected  quality. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008112 


AU  1812  Half  Eagle 


1588  1812  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  even 
light  yellow  gold  with  strong  lustre  remaining.  A bit  bluntly  struck 
at  central  reverse  as  sometimes  seen.  Short  scratch  between  stars 
1 and  2,  another  under  UNUM  on  reverse,  only  light  marks.  At- 
tractive for  the  grade,  and  housed  in  an  old  green  label  holder. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008112 
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Lovely  1813  Half  Eagle 
MS-63  (PCGS) 


Very  Rare  1813  $5  Variety 
Breen  1-B 
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1589  1813  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A superb  example 
of  the  date  most  frequently  chosen  by  type  collectors  to  represent 
this  design  in  a high-grade  collection.  Abundant  satiny  lustre 
enlivens  both  obverse  and  reverse  over  matching  tones  of  medium 
yellow  gold.  An  exceptionally  bright  and  attractive  piece,  about 
as  rich  with  “mint  bloom”  as  when  struck.  Scattered  tiny  marks 
are  seen,  the  sort  that  would  be  called  bagmarks  if  they  were  on  a 
silver  dollar,  but  none  are  serious  in  the  least.  The  right  obverse 
rim  shows  some  very  light  evidence  of  adjustment  marks,  but  the 
central  devices  are  nice  and  bold.  A very  good-looking  specimen. 
1813  half  eagles  are  rarely  found  much  better  than  this. 

PCGS  #008116 


1590  1813  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-5.  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  important 
and  elusive  die  variety,  the  rarer  of  the  two  known  die  marriages 
of  1813  by  a considerable  margin.  Long  considered  Rarity-6,  the 
soon-to-be-published  work  by  John  Dannreuther,  built  upon  a 
foundation  of  research  by  Harry  Bass,  has  reduced  the  rarity  a bit 
but  this  remains  extremely  difficult  to  find.  A high  degree  oflustre 
covers  both  surfaces,  each  the  same  frosty  shade  oflight  yellow  gold. 
The  strike  is  sharp,  typical  for  1813  half  eagles.  Scattered  nicks  and 
scrapes  are  seen  under  magnified  scrutiny,  including  one  low  on 
the  bust  under  the  lowest  curl  and  another  above  star  3.  A tiny  spot 
right  of  star  10  is  noted  as  a more  significant  identifier. 

Die  states  are  as  described  in  the  upcoming  Dannreuther-Bass 
book  as  state  d,  with  “crack  diagonally  bust  tip  to  edge”  and  a thin 
crack  at  the  base  of  the  reverse  connecting  CA  of  AMERICA  to 
the  denomination. 

Compared  to  many  other  early  series,  rare  varieties  of  early  gold 
coins  may  still  be  purchased  for  a reasonably  small  premium  over 
the  cost  of  a more  available  variety.  In  this  sale,  with  so  many  fine 
early  gold  piece  and  elusive  varieties  such  as  here,  a savvy  collector 
could  begin  a significant  cabinet  of  early  gold  marriages. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008116 
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1591  1818  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-5.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  yellow  gold 


with  faint  traces  of  coppery  toning  near  the  rims.  Scattered  light 
abrasions  and  surface  marks  account  for  the  grade,  but  in  general 
the  strike  is  good  and  the  eye  appeal  is  acceptable  for  the  grade. 
PCGS  #008119 


Pleasing  1818  Half  Eagle 


1592  1818  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-5.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium 
yellow  gold  with  some  light  copper  toning  on  the  obverse.  A few 
scattered  surface  marks  include  a thin  scratch  across  the  face,  but 
these  are  not  particularly  distracting  and  clearly  acceptable  to  the 
graders  at  PCGS.  A worthwhile  example  of  the  type. 

PCGS  #008119 
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Elusive  1818  STATESOF  $5 
MS-61  (PCGS) 


1593  1818  Breen  2-B.  Rarity-5.  STATESOF.  MS-61  (PCGS). 

Frosty  light  yellow  gold  with  abundant  satiny  lustre.  Well  detailed 
from  central  designs  to  peripheral  elements  like  stars  and  denticles. 
A scattering  of  hairlines  and  light  abrasions  account  for  the  grade 
as  assigned,  but  there  are  no  heavy  marks  or  scratches  and  the  eye 
appeal  remains  very  positive.  Struck  from  the  terminal  state  of 
the  dies,  with  a diagonally  bisecting  die  crack  from  star  6 all  the 
way  through  the  design  to  the  last  8 of  the  date  and  the  rim.  Long 
called  Rarity-4,  this  is  one  of  the  few  die  varieties  that  will  show  an 
increased  rarity  rating  in  the  new  Dannreuther-Bass  book,  which 
calls  this  die  marriage  Rarity-5  with  an  estimated  50-75  known. 
Long  recognized  popularly  in  places  like  the  Guide  Book,  this  is 
the  lone  use  of  the  STATESOF  die  and  as  such  sees  widespread 
demand  and  active  bidding  when  offered. 

PCGS  #008121 
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Important  Mint  State  1818  $5 
5D/50,  Ex.  Bass 


Thrilling  1832  $5  Rarity 
Choice  MS-63  (PCGS) 


1595  1832  Breen  2.  Rarity-5+.  13  Stars.  MS-63  (PCGS).  From  our 
sale  of  December  2003,  where  we  described  this  coin  as: 

“Full,  lively,  satiny  lustre  dominates  frosty  medium  yellow 
surfaces  that  exhibit  just  a hint  of  peripheral  coppery  toning  around 
the  reverse  and  some  deeper  yellow  toning  inside  the  obverse  rim. 
Superb  quality  with  only  tiny  scattered  marks  and  superlative  vi- 
sual appeal;  even  the  strike  is  quite  bold  with  only  the  most  minor 
softness  on  the  typically  flat  high  points.  Not  as  rare  as  the  12  Stars 
variety  of  this  date,  but  still  a very  elusive  coin — Breen  estimated 
14  to  18  known  from  his  experience.  None  were  offered  in  the 
three  Bass  gold  sales,  with  the  only  one  collected  by  Harry  Bass 
still  impounded  in  the  Foundation  collection.  The  Byron  Reed 
coin  was  not  as  nice  as  this  one.  This  early  gold  type  coin  will  be  a 
point  of  pride  for  many  years  for  its  next  owner.” 

It  is  thrilling  to  see  this  piece  cross  our  desk  again,  and  we  are 
excited  to  help  another  connoisseur  add  this  rarity  to  his  or  her 
collection. 

PCGS  Population  (all  varieties):  4;  3 finer  (all  MS-64). 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities.  Previously  from  our  sale  of 
the  Red  Bank  Collection , December  2003,  Lot  942. 

PCGS  #008156 


1594  1818  Breen  3-C.  Rarity-6.  5D/50.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  and 
even  light  yellow  gold  with  a green  hue.  A beautiful  and  highly 
lustrous  example,  especially  satiny  and  wholly  appealing.  The  usual 
minor  handling  marks  are  at  a minimum  and  are  widely  scattered. 
We  note  only  a few  short  scratches  under  E of  UNITED,  but  nei- 
ther those  or  any  of  the  other  marks  impede  excellent  and  natural 
visual  appeal.  The  strike  is  sharp,  and  while  this  is  typical  of  the 
issue  it  could  make  a type  collector  choose  this  instead  of  a date  or 
variety  that  frequently  shows  striking  problems.  The  design  is  very 
nicely  showcased  here. 

On  the  reverse,  the  interesting  punching  error  in  the  denomina- 
tion is  clearly  seen,  with  the  D boldly  and  obviously  punched  over  a 
numeral  0,  an  errant  punch  from  an  absent-minded  engraver.  Such 
engraving  mistakes  add  interest  and  this  remains  a very  popular 
variety.  Few  collectors  could  hope  to  obtain  a finer  one,  and  we 
suspect  this  piece  will  see  active  bidding. 

PCGS  Population  (5D/50):  4;  2 finer  (MS-66  finest).  This  piece  remains 
in  the  same  encapsulation  as  when  it  was  offered  in  1999. 

From  Bowers  and  Ruddy’s  sale  of  the  Fairfield  Collection,  October 
1977,  Lot  1764;  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 
Collection,  October  1999,  Lot  810. 

PCGS  #008120 
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Rare  1833  Half  Eagle 


1596  1833  Breen-II.  Rarity-5.  Wide  Date.  NetEF-40;  sharp- 
ness of  AU-55,  rims  filed.  Attractive  light  yellow  gold  with 
a good  bit  of  lustre  remaining,  offering  the  “look”  of  an 
AU  coin.  Careful  magnified  examination  reveals  that  the 
obverse  rims  have  been  very  lightly  filed,  with  less  filing 
visible  on  the  reverse.  Inside  the  reverse  rims,  some  light 
smoothing  is  visible  above  UNITED,  perhaps  indicating 
use  in  jewelry.  The  surface  quality  is  pleasing,  appearing  like 
any  lightly  circulated  early  gold  coin  with  just  minor  marks 
and  hairlines,  not  the  granular  texture  or  heavy  polishing 
associated  with  a jewelry  piece.  Overall,  this  is  a pleasing 
and  desirable  specimen  of  one  of  the  last  “Old  Tenor”  half 
eagles  struck.  Perhaps  50  or  fewer  examples  survive,  and 
this  is  just  as  pretty  as  many  of  them. 

PCGS  #008157 


Highly  Elusive  1834  Capped  Bust  $5 

The  End  of  An  Era 


2x  photo 

1597  1834  Breen  1-1.  Rarity-5.  Capped  Bust.  Plain  4.  MS-61  (NGC). 


A rare  date  and  an  historically  important  coin,  the  last  of  the  135 
grain  half  eagles  and  a victim  of  mass-melting  upon  the  passage  of  the 
Coinage  Act  of  August  1,  1834.  Even,  light  yellow  gold  with  good 
remaining  lustre  and  light  reflectivity  in  the  fields.  The  highest  points 
of  the  design  elements  show  some  deeper  yellow  toning.  Scattered 
contact  marks  and  light  abrasions  account  for  the  grade  as  assigned, 
and  careful  scrutiny  discerns  some  hairlines  as  well.  A short  scratch 
behind  Liberty’s  cap  above  star  10  is  noted  as  an  identifier,  small 
patch  of  faint  granularity  noted  in  right  obverse  field.  The  design  is 
boldly  rendered  and  the  eye  appeal  is  nice  for  this  grade. 

One  of  the  great  story  coins,  1834  Capped  Bust  half  eagles  are 
valued  more  for  their  rarity  than  their  interesting  chapter  in  U.S. 
financial  and  monetary  history.  The  Capped  Bust  half  eagles  as  a 
type  are  elusive;  mintages  were  relatively  small  and  few  survived 


melting  within  a decade  or  two  of  their  coining.  True  gems  are  es- 
pecially rare — NGC  has  certified  only  a single  1834  Plain  4 Capped 
Bust  $5  finer  than  MS-61 — mostly  because  those  that  happened 
to  survive  were  shipped  here  and  there,  suffering  light  friction  or 
abrasions  as  they  went.  Of  course,  VF  coins  are  also  rare  because 
few  people  spent  these  at  their  assigned  face  value.  This  date  has  an 
added  historical  draw  over  other  issues  since  it  does  mark  the  final 
issue,  and  this  helps  recommend  its  inclusion  in  a type  collection 
or  cabinet  of  historical  rarities. 

NGC  Census  (Plain  4):  5;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

In  1821  the  ratio  of  gold  value  to  silver  had  changed  to  the  effect  that 
all  United  States  gold  coins,  then  consisting  of  the  S2.50  and  S5  denomina- 
tions, cost  more  than  face  value  to  produce.  All  older  coins  disappeared  from 
circulation  and  newly  minted  ones  were  used  in  the  export  trade.  There  it 
made  no  difference,  as  a $5  half  eagle  was  not  valued  at  $5  American  money, 
but  by  its  gold  weight  and  fineness.  When  gold  coins  were  exported  it  was 
common  practice  at  the  destination  to  melt  them  and  coin  them  into  pieces 
of  the  new  country.  Accordingly,  when  American  half  eagles  were  sent  to 
England,  they  were  usually  melted  and  converted  to  British  sovereigns. 
The  reason  for  this  is  that  those  keeping  accounts  in  each  destination  could 
compete  easily  enough  with  coins  of  their  own  country,  but  it  was  distract- 
ing to  have  assorted  quantities  from  many  other  countries,  often  of  different 
fineness,  weight,  and  other  characteristics.  Similarly,  when  British  sovereigns 
were  exported  to  the  United  States  (as  they  often  were,  particularly  after 
1834),  they  were  quickly  melted  and  converted  to  U.S.  coins. 

On  June  28.  1834,  the  Coinage  Act  provided  for  new  standards  for  gold 
coins,  adjusting  the  fineness  and  weight.  This  was  to  be  effective  on  August  1, 
1834.  After  that  time  lighter  weight  pieces  were  produced,  and  as  they  could 
be  made  effectively  and  were  not  profitable  to  melt  down,  they  circulated 
widely.  The  main  factor  in  passing  the  Coinage  Act  of  1834  was  Senator 
Thomas  Hart  Benton  of  Missouri.  Accordingly,  the  coins  were  sometimes 
called  “Benton’s  mint  drops,”  a pun  on  a type  of  candy.  Others  called  them 
“yellow  boys”  and  “yellow  jackets.”  There  was  a great  deal  of  hoopla  about 
these  in  the  press,  mainly  with  the  enemies  of  President  Andrew  Jackson 
(with  whom  Benton  sided),  proclaiming  that  the  new  gold  coins  were  a 
disaster,  were  produced  only  to  help  influence  political  elections  by  deluding 
the  public  that  gold  coins  were  once  again  available,  and  so  on.  None  of  this 
was  true,  but  it  made  interesting  reading  at  the  time. 

There  was  quite  a bit  of  discussion  as  to  how  the  coins  minted  after 
August  31,  1834  should  be  differentiated  from  the  earlier  ones,  particularly 
those  with  the  same  date.  One  proposal  was  that  the  inscription  AUGUST 
1 be  added.  Other  ideas  came  to  the  fore.  Finally,  it  was  decided  to  change 
the  portrait  to  remove  the  cap,  causing  some  wags  to  say  that  Miss  Liberty 
had  been  “decapitated.”  On  the  reverse  the  motto  E PLURIBUS  UNUM 
was  deleted. 

PCGS  #008160 
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Memorable  Quality  1834  Classic  Head  $5 
B-6501,  Plain  4 
Ideal  for  a Type  Set 


2x  photo 

1598  1834  B-6501.  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  MS-64  (NGC).  A lovely 
example  of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  new  Classic  Head  style,  this 
coin  has  the  unusual  grade  oi  MS-64 — placing  it  in  perhaps  the  top 
1%  of  survivors.  The  obverse  is  about  typical  strike  for  the  issue, 
some  lightness  at  the  center,  and  several  stars  with  slight  lightness 
at  the  left.  The  reverse  has  some  lightness  at  the  center,  but  is  oth- 
erwise sharp.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  simply  superb  lustre 
in  the  fields,  satiny  in  its  quality,  and  of  an  attractive  gold-orange 
color.  Relatively  few  survivors  are  this  attractive.  As  the  1834 
represents  the  first  year  of  the  Classic  Head  type,  this  piece  is  well 
worth  careful  consideration  for  inclusion  in  a type  set.  There  are 
not  many  examples  around  that  cross  the  MS-63  grade  level. 

Breen-6501. ’’First  Head,  Large  Plain  4.  Truncation  markedly  curved,  its 
end  broad  and  rounded.  Center  stroke  of  8 thick,  large  knobs  to  3.” 

PCGS  #008171 


Uncirculated  1834  Classic  Head  $5 


2x  photo 


1599  1834  B-6501.  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly 
lustrous  bright  yellow  gold  with  a decided  olive  cast.  Satiny  surfaces 
display  the  design  motifs  to  their  fullest.  A sharp  and  appealing 
example  of  the  second  half  eagle  design  type  of  the  year,  here  with 
curly  hair  Liberty  cap,  and  without  E PLUR1BUS  UNUM  in  the  j 
reverse  design.  A gorgeous  coin  that  pushes  the  parameters  of  the  | 
assigned  grade  to  their  limit. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008171 


Inaugural  1834  Classic  Head  $5 
Plain  4 


1600  1834  B-6501.  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A lovely 
specimen,  bright  yellow  gold,  of  the  first  issue  in  the  Classic  Head 
series.  The  present  coin  is  sharply  struck  and  quite  attractive,  ideal 
for  a type  set  or  a collection  by  date  and  variety. 

In  the  autumn  of  1834  some  miscreants  took  contemporary  silver  quarter 
dollars,  of  somewhat  similar  diameter,  gold  plated  them,  and  removed  certain 
inscriptions  on  the  base  of  the  reverse,  leaving  simply  the  number  5.  This 
scam  was  not  particularly  different  in  concept  from  that  practiced  decades 
later  by  gold  plating  1883  Liberty  Head  nickels. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008171 
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Magnificent  1834  Crosslet  4 $5 

Among  The  Finest  Known 

1601  1834  B-6503.  Classic  Head.  Crosslet  4.  MS-64  (NGC).  Mag- 
nificent gem-quality  lustre  swirls  over  rich  yellow  gold  surfaces 
whose  color  deepens  at  the  periphery.  The  surfaces  are  frosty  and 
intense  with  mint  bloom,  showing  some  reflectivity  on  both  sides. 
Only  minor  scattered  marks  are  seen,  and  we  note  a nick  in  front  ot 
Liberty’s  lips  as  the  only  one  large  enough  to  serve  as  an  identifier. 
A thin  scratch  runs  along  the  top  of  the  wing  behind  the  eagle’s 
head.  The  strike  is  bold,  with  definition  in  the  often-flat  curl  above 
Liberty’s  ear  and  a reverse  sharp  enough  that  the  die  clash  from 
obverse’s  LIBERTY  is  clear  inside  the  shield.  The  visual  appeal  is 
extraordinary,  with  a liveliness  and  beauty  not  frequently  found  on 
coins  of  this  type,  let  alone  on  specimens  of  this  scarce  Crosslet  4 
variety. 

Eliasberg  owned  three  Plain  4s,  two  Uncs  and  a Proof;  his  Cross- 
let  4 was  graded  only  EF.  Norweb’s  Crosslet  4 was  a VF-20  and 
Garrett  lacked  the  variety  entirely.  The  three  Bass  sales  contained 
only  a certified  AU-55  and  a raw  AU-55,  and  none  were  retained 
by  the  Bass  Foundation.  Because  the  Classic  Head  series  has  been  so 
unappreciated  for  so  long — Norweb  presumably  had  a VF  because 
it  didn’t  much  matter,  not  because  no  finer  was  available — that  the 
rarity  of  this  variety  in  high  grade  is  also  not  widely  known.  PCGS 
has  graded  a Plain  4 on  905  separate  occasions  in  all  grades;  the  total 
population  of  the  Crosslet  4 is  a mere  73,  with  none  finer  than  MS- 
63!  NGC’s  numbers  are  even  more  staggering:  populations  of  1241 
vs.  58,  with  only  two  grading  events  finer  than  MS-62. 

The  data  published  by  David  Akers  in  1979  is  more  evidence 
of  the  rarity  of  this  issue.  Of  the  49  auction  appearances  he  cited 
(not  necessarily  representing  distinct  coins),  only  three  were  AU 
examples  and  only  four  were  called  Mint  State.  Just  two  of  the 
four  Mint  State  appearances  were  accompanied  by  a photograph 
and  both  (NERCA  12-76  and  B+R  10-77)  were  of  the  same  coin, 
a different  specimen  from  this  one.  The  more  we  delve  into  the 
Crosslet  4 in  Mint  State,  the  more  convinced  we  become  of  its 
great  rarity.  Further,  we  wrould  not  be  surprised  if  this  was  the 
single  finest  known  example.  A world-class  collection  is  founded 
upon  coins  like  this,  pieces  which  can  scarcely  be  duplicated  at  any 
price.  As  interest  in  this  series  matches  that  of  earlier  half  eagles, 
this  piece  will  become  one  of  the  centerpiece  trophy  coins  of  the 
entire  design  type. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

Breen-6503.  “Second  head;  Crosslet  4,  Smaller  arrows.” 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities.  Previously  from  our  sale  of 
the  Red  Bank  Collection,  December  2003,  Lot  944. 

PCGS  #008172 
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1834  Crosslet  4 $5  Rarity 


Lustrous  1836  Half  Eagle 


1602  1834  B-6503.  Classic  Head.  Crosslet  4.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A 

rarity  in  any  grade,  the  1834  Crosslet  4 is  seldom  met  with  in  the 
marketplace.  Such  pieces  constitute  a tiny  fraction  of  the  available 
issues  of  the  date  and  type.  The  present  coin  is  very  well  struck 
in  all  areas,  with  magnificent  detail.  The  coloring  is  light  gold.  At 
this  high  grade  most  of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  survives.  For 
the  collector  of  varieties  as  listed  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins  the  present  piece  is  indeed  a find.  Rarity,  aesthetic  appeal, 
and  sharpness  of  strike  all  come  together. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  7 finer  with  the  designation  (MS-63  finest). 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008172 


Exceptionally  Well  Struck 


1604  1836  B-6507.  MS-62  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen  of  the  1836 
Classic  Head  half  eagle,  the  present  coin  is  probably  really  MS-64. 
However,  there  are  some  planchet  laminations  in  the  left  obverse 
field,  and  no  doubt  the  grading  experts  at  NGC  factored  these  in 
and  bestowed  a lower  “market  grade.”  The  lustre  is  deep  and  rich, 
the  striking  is  extraordinary,  and  overall,  excepting  the  planchet 
laminations,  the  piece  is  among  the  finest  in  existence. 

On  the  obverse  there  is  a tiny  crack  from  the  rim  downwardjust  past  star 
5 to  the  forehead,  extending  into  the  hair  of  Miss  Liberty.  On  the  reverse 
there  is  a subde  crack  from  the  border  through  E (STATES),  the  eagle,  down 
to  the  upper  left  corner  of  the  shield. 

Breen-6507.  “First  head.  Small  5.” 

PCGS  #008174 


Elusive  1834  Crosslet  4 $5  Gold 


1603  1834  B-6503.  Classic  Head.  Crosslet  4.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Not 

often  are  three  examples  of  this  rarity  presented  in  a single  sale,  not 
even  one  conducted  by  American  Numismatic  Rarities.  However, 
such  is  the  instance  now. 

This  piece  has  a fairly  decent  strike,  but  with  some  lightness  on 
certain  obverse  features,  not  unusual,  these  including  the  seventh 
star  and  some  of  the  lighter  areas  at  the  hair.  The  color  is  attractive 
warm  orange-gold.  Some  lustre  can  still  be  seen  in  protected  areas 
of  the  coin’s  surface.  Within  this  grade  level  the  present  piece  will 
play  to  a wide  audience. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008172 


Attractive  1836  Half  Eagle 


1605  1836  B-6509.  AU-58  (PCGS).  This  attractive  example  retains 
much  of  its  original  mint  lustre.  The  striking  is  quite  good,  except 
for  certain  of  the  star  centers  at  the  upper  left  of  the  obverse.  The 
eagle  on  the  reverse  is  well  detailed.  A very  pleasing  example  of  the 
date,  variety,  and  assigned  grade. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

Breen-6509.  “Second  head,  Large  close  date,  Large  5.” 

PCGS  #008174 

Popular  1836  $5  Gold 


1606  1836  B-6509.  AU-58  (NGC).  Retaining  much  lustre,  the  present 
coin  is  about  typical  strike  for  this  year — some  lightness  on  the  stars, 
but  fairly  good  elsewhere.  Significant  mint  lustre  can  still  be  seen 
in  isolated  areas  such  as  between  the  star  points  on  the  obverse  and 
among  the  letters  on  the  reverse.  The  eagle  on  the  reverse  is  well 
struck.  Light  gold  overall. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008174 
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Extraordinary  1838-D  HalfEagle 

Incredible  Mint  State 


2x  photo 

1609  1838-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Checking  in  with  several  levels  of  numis- 
matic appeal,  this  1838-D  half  eagle  is  simply  extraordinary  in  its 
quality  and  importance.  The  issue  represents  the  first  Dahlonega 
gold  coin,  and  the  only  denomination  struck  this  year  when  that 
southern  mint  opened  its  doors.  Just  20,583  were  produced,  in  an 
era  when  no  thought  was  given  to  preserving  specimens  for  numis- 
maric  reasons.  Not  even  the  Mint  Cabinet,  instituted  in  Philadelphia 
in  June  of  this  year,  preserved  an  example.  Today  a few  hundred 
pieces  exist  of  the  1838-D  $5,  but  few  can  match  this. 

Focusing  on  the  coin  itself,  both  obverse  and  reverse  are  ex- 
ceptionally well  struck,  with  superb  definition  of  the  hair  strands 
in  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty,  sharp  star  centers,  full  dentils,  and 
more.  The  lustre  on  the  obverse  is  rich  and  nearly  complete.  The 
overall  appearance,  referring  to  both  sides,  is  bright  yellow  gold. 
The  reverse  is  similarly  well  struck,  with  all  the  eagle’s  feathers,  the 
leaves,  and  the  letters  well  defined,  and  with  the  dentils  superb. 
Regarding  the  latter  a few  of  them  at  the  4:00  position  are  run 
together.  The  lustre  is  beautiful. 

NGC  has  graded  just  nine  pieces  at  this  level  or  finer,  the  finest 
MS-63.  In  terms  of  sharpness  and  eye  appeal  it  is  difficult  to  envi- 
sion, even  in  theory,  that  any  1838-D  half  eagle  could  be  nicer  than 
this.  As  the  only  Dahlonega  Mint  $5  of  the  Classic  Head  type,  and 
as  a rarity  in  this  grade,  in  combination  with  sharp  strike  and  eye 
appeal,  here  indeed  is  a landmark! 

NGC  Census:  3;  6 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

PCGS  #008178 


1610  1839  AU-50  (ICG).  A nice  example  of  the  first  year  of  the  Liberty' 
Head  $5  gold.  Both  sides  are  attractive  orange -yellow.  The  striking 
is  about  typical  for  the  issue,  with  some  lightness  among  most  of 
the  stars  and  at  the  center.  Contact  marks  are  seen  on  both  sides, 
most  notably  at  the  center  of  the  obverse. 

This  date  is  of  particular  importance  as  the  first  year  of  the  1839-1866 
Liberty  Head  type  without  motto  on  the  reverse. 

PCGS  #008191 


2x  photo 

1607  1838  B-6515.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A lovely  example,  truly  of  memo- 
rable quality,  of  the  popular  1838  date.  While  half  eagles  of  this 
year  are  not  particularly  rare  in  lower  grades,  in  choice  Mint  State, 
as  here,  they  can  be  denominated  as  rare.  The  striking  of  details  is 
considerably  above  average,  with  nearly  all  points  strong,  another 
advantage. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  richly  lustrous.  There  are  some 
contact  marks  to  be  sure,  most  obvious  in  the  fields,  these  account- 
ing for  the  assigned  grading  number.  Pleasing  to  the  eye,  this  will 
be  an  attraction  in  the  cabinet  of  its  next  owner. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

Breen-6515.  “Small  arrows.  Large  5.” 

PCGS  #008176 


Pleasing  1838  HalfEagle 


1608  1838  B-6514.  AU-55  (NGC).  A lustrous  example  of  this  later  date 
in  the  Classic  Head  series,  the  present  1838  is  of  light  yellow  gold 
and  is  attractive  overall.  The  striking  is  fairly  good  in  most  areas,  a 
few  stars  at  the  left  obverse  and  the  hair  at  the  center  being  excep- 
tions. Typical,  or  perhaps  a bit  finer  than  normally  encountered, 
for  this  early  issue. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

Breen-6514.  “Large  arrows.  Small  5.” 

PCGS  #008176 
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1611  1840  AU-55  (NGC).  Medium  yellow  gold  with  some  deeper 

honey  highlights.  Plenty  of  lustre  remains  on  the  surfaces  of  this 
early  Liberty  half  eagle. 

PCGS  #008194 


Popular  1843-C  Half  Eagle 


1612  1843-C  AU-55  (NGC).  The  1843-C  joins  a number  of  other 
Charlotte  half  eagles  of  this  era  in  the  popularity  parade.  As  there 
are  no  “impossible”  rarities,  and  all  are  collectible,  there  is  a wide 
demand  for  them.  The  present  coin  shows  light  evidence  of  cir- 
culation, but  is  quite  pleasing  within  that  category.  The  striking  is 
decent  on  both  sides,  with  some  lightness  above  the  shield  on  the 
reverse,  but  otherwise  splendid.  The  mintmark  is  bold.  Above  the 
eagle’s  head  is  a tiny  nick  in  the  field,  probably  not  worth  mention- 
ing. Most  circulated  half  eagles  do  have  circulation  marks,  and  they 
are  generally  implicit  in  the  grade.  Overall  this  is  a very  pleasing 
example  of  this  widely  sought  issue. 

PCGS  #008214 

Appealing  1845-D  Half  Eagle 

Rare  So  Fine 


2x  photo 

1613  1845-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Although  the  1845-D  half  eagle  is 
somewhat  scarce  in  all  grades,  in  the  combination  of  the  relatively 
high  assigned  number  here,  and,  especially,  superb  eye  appeal,  it  can 
be  called  rare.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  bright  yellow  gold, 
lustrous,  well  struck,  and  exceedingly  pleasing  to  the  eye.  Perhaps 
in  gold  coins  more  than  any  other  area,  grading  numbers  can  mean 
one  thing  and  aesthetic  appeal  can  be  something  else  entirely.  This 
coin  brings  both  elements  together. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008224 


Lustrous  1845-D  Half  Eagle 


1614  1845-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  in  light  yellow  gold, 
the  hue  of  quite  a few  Dahlonega  and  Charlotte  issues.  About  typi- 
cal  strike  at  the  centers.  The  mint  lustre  is  more  satiny  than  deeply  1 
frosty,  with  much  of  it  remaining.  A nice  example  of  the  1845-D, 
a variety  always  in  strong  demand. 

PCGS  #008224 


Condition  Rarity  1846  $5 
Sharply  Struck 
Among  Finest  Graded 


2x  photo 

1615  1846  MS-63  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen  of  the  1846  half  eagle, 

this  piece  is  a winner  in  several  categories.  First,  it  is  among  the 
highest  graded.  As  important  as  this  may  be,  in  addition  it  has  a 
superb  strike  on  both  sides,  well  worth  considering.  Further,  the 
eye  appeal  is  excellent. 

The  obverse  is  somewhat  prooflike  when  held  at  an  angle  to  the 
light,  this  being  characteristic  of  the  fields.  A tiny  pin  scratch  can  be 
seen  at  the  stars  above  Miss  Liberty’s  head,  and  requires  magnifica- 
tion to  discern.  Some  die  cracks  are  in  the  same  area,  and  to  the 
right,  and  lend  interest.  The  reverse  is  from  a freshly  prepared  die, 
so  it  would  seem,  with  prominent  striae  going  from  upper  left  to 
lower  right.  The  die  appears  to  have  been  clashed  with  the  obverse, 
with  elements  visible  above  and  below  the  eagle  to  the  left.  A nearly 
bisecting  crack  extends  from  E (STATES)  downward  through  the 
eagle,  right  side  of  the  shield,  to  the  lowest  feather. 

NGC  Census:  4;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-64). 

PCGS  #008226 
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Memorable  Quality  1846-D  Half  Eagle 

Among  Finest  Graded 


2x  photo 

1616  1846-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Checking  in  at  AU-58,  the  present  coin 
is  exceeded  by  only  four  others  examined  by  PCGS.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  are  exceptionally  well  struck,  an  important  feature  in 
its  own  right.  Much  if  not  most  original  mint  lustre  still  remains. 
The  color  is  light  yellow  gold.  A splendid  coin  that  will  satisfy  the 
Dahlonega  Mint  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  4 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-61  finest).  This 
is  the  variety  with  the  regular  (not  doubled)  D mintmark  on  the  reverse. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008228 


High-Grade  1848-C  $5  Gold 


2x  photo 


1617  1848-C  AU-58  (PCGS).  Another  lovely  half  eagle,  this  is  one  of 
the  finest  graded  by  PCGS,  with  only  three  at  higher  levels.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  are  well  struck,  lustrous,  and  have  excellent  eye 
appeal — factors  which  must  be  considered  in  addition  to  the  simple 
grading  number.  All  told,  here  is  a coin  the  Charlotte  specialist, 
even  someone  who  has  been  at  the  game  for  a decade,  will  certainly 
appreciate! 

PCGS  Population:  5;  3 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008237 


Popular  1848-C  $5  Gold 


1618  1848-C  AU-55  (NGC).  A lovely  example  of  this  popular  issue,  this 

coin  is  orange-yellow  in  overall  hue,  retains  mint  lustre  in  certain 
protected  areas,  and  is  quite  attractive  overall.  The  strike  is  typical 
for  1848-C. 

The  popularity  of  branch  mint  coins  from  the  southern  mints  of 
Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  is  never  ending  (interestingly,  there  is  much  less 
demand  for  the  New  Orleans  issues).  The  present  sale  offers  many  interesting 
possibilities  across  the  popular  denominations  produced  at  Charlotte  and 
Dahlonega:  the  gold  dollar,  $2.50,  and  $5. 

PCGS  #008237 


Lustrous  1850-C  Half  Eagle 

Few  Finer  Graded 


1619  1850-C  AU-58  (PCGS).  A pleasing  example,  rather  high  end  on 
the  AU  scale,  this  1850-C  has  exceptional  eye  appeal.  The  striking 
is  somewhat  better  than  normally  seen,  with  sharp  star  points  and 
fairly  decent  definition  of  the  hair  of  Miss  Liberty.  On  the  reverse 
there  is  lightness  at  the  lower  left  part  of  the  eagle.  Much  lustre  is 
still  intact. 

The  reverse  die  is  aligned  about  135°  instead  of  the  normal  180°,  lending 
interest  (although  not  affecting  the  value). 

PCGS  #008244 


Mint  State  1852-C  Half  Eagle 


1620  1852-C  MS-61  (PCGS).  Of  the  perhaps  more  than  1,000  1852-C 
half  eagles  remaining,  relatively  few  are  in  Mint  State.  The  offered 
coin  is  an  attractive  example,  with  much  lustre  still  remaining  and 
with  significantly  above  average  striking  sharpness.  The  color  is 
light  gold  with  some  indications  of  orange. 

PCGS  #008251 
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Lustrous  1853-D  Half  Eagle 


2x  photo 


1621  1853-D  AU-58  (NGC).  A lovely,  lustrous,  and  highly  appealing 
example  of  the  popular  1853-D  half  eagle.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
are  somewhat  above  average  in  sharpness  of  strike,  with  lightness 
at  the  centers,  but  with  sharp  star  points.  Most  lustre  still  remains. 
Struck  in  light  yellow  gold,  this  piece  has  much  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #008255 


Scarce  1854-C  Half  Eagle 


Lustrous  1855-S  Half  Eagle 
First  Collectible  S-Mint  $5 
Among  Finest  Graded 


2x  photo 

1624  1855-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  A lovely,  lustrous  example  of  the  1855-S 
half  eagle,  struck  during  the  second  year  of  production  of  the  San 
Francisco  Mint.  Those  of  the  first  year,  1854-S,  are  so  rare  as  to  be 
uncollectible — what  with  just  three  known  to  exist. 

The  present  coin  is  outstanding  in  all  regards.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  are  very  sharply  struck,  the  detail  being  definitive  for 
the  type.  Much  lustre  is  seen  on  both  sides,  particularly  outside  of 
the  open  areas  of  the  field.  The  aesthetic  appeal  or  personality,  if 
it  could  be  called  that,  is  outstanding.  The  half  eagle  specialist  will 
enjoy  owning  this  little  beauty,  especially  with  the  knowledge  that 
PCGS  has  graded  only  one  finer. 

NGC  Census:  13;  1 finer  (MS-62). 

PCGS  #008265 


1622  1854-C  AU-55  (NGC).  Although  39,788  examples  were  struck  of 
the  1854-C,  most  have  long  since  disappeared,  and  the  population 
today  is  just  a tiny  fraction  of  this  amount.  Struck  in  light  yellow 
gold,  the  characteristic  color  of  Charlotte  coins,  this  piece  is  a nice 
example  of  the  date  and  mint.  The  details  are  about  typical.  On 
the  reverse  the  mintmark  C is  very  light.  In  the  left  field  below  E 
(UNITED)  is  a small  dig  or  pinprick. 

PCGS  #008257 


1625  1856  AU-58  (NGC).  Medium  yellow  gold.  Well  struck  and  with 
much  original  lustre  present. 

PCGS  #008266 


Elusive  1855-C  Half  Eagle 


1623  1855-C  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  yellow-orange  gold  with  hints 
of  iridescent  toning.  Above  average  in  striking  detail.  Some  lustre 
remains  on  both  sides.  Scarce  so  fine. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  8 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

In  this  era,  including  in  this  particular  year,  five  different  mintmark  vari- 
eties ofhalf eagles  were  made:  1855, 1855-C,  1855-D,  1855-0,  and  1855-S, 
a rather  unusual  situation  within  the  framework  of  Federal  coinage. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008262 
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Lustrous  1857-C  HalfEagle 


2x  photo 

1626  1857-C  MS-61  (NGC).  An  attractive  coin,  brilliant  and  lustrous. 


with  the  majority  of  original  mint  frost  still  remaining.  Significantly 
above  average  in  strike,  this  1857-C  will  fill  the  bill  for  anyone 
looking  for  a Mint  State  example. 

The  obverse  die  is  from  an  early  use  with  die  finish  marks 
prominent  before  and  after  the  head,  and,  occasionally,  in  the  field. 
Later,  as  this  die  became  worn,  such  striae  wore  off.  The  reverse  has 
the  same  characteristics  and  is  also  from  a fresh  die. 

NGC  Census:  9;  7 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Dies  were  sent  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  to  the  branch  mints,  such 
as  Charlotte,  and  on  their  arrival  the  faces  of  the  dies  were  finished — by 
grinding,  basining,  polishing,  and  other  processes.  Because  ot  this,  coins 
made  at  the  Charlotte  Mint  have  a different  personality  than  those  made 
at  San  Francisco,  and  also  different  from  those  struck  in  Philadelphia.  In  a 
general  way,  the  die  finishing  at  Dahlonega  ranged  from  sloppy  to  barely 
acceptable,  at  Charlotte  it  was  a bit  better,  at  San  Francisco  and  Philadelphia 
it  was  superb,  and  in  New  Orleans  it  was  a bit  different — many  dies  were 
given  a prooflike  polish.  All  of  these  things  are  interesting  for  the  specialist 
to  contemplate.  One  rule  does  not  fit  all  years  from  each  mint,  and  there 
are  numerous  exceptions. 

PCGS  #008272 


1627  1858-C  AU-53  (PCGS).  Medium  honey  gold  with  some  olive 
highlights.  Plenty  of  underlying  lustre.  A popular  date  from  the 
waning  years  of  Charlotte  Mint  operations.  Nicely  struck.  A small 
horizontal  mark  on  the  obverse  above  Liberty’s  head  and  an  old 
diagonal  reverse  scratch  are  the  only  marks  that  indicate  a modest 
stay  in  circulation  for  this  popular  branch  mint  issue. 

PCGS  #008277 


1860-C  HalfEagle 


2x  photo 

1628  1860-C  AU-55  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  in  light  yellow-orange 
gold.  Significant  contact  marks  are  seen  on  both  sides,  but  are  mainly 
quite  small.  Some  lustre  can  be  found  around  the  border  and  in 
protected  areas.  Striking  is  typical  for  1860-C  and  is  somewhat 
light  at  the  centers. 

PCGS  #008285 


1866-S  Motto  $5 

Especially  High  Grade 


1629  1866-S  Motto.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A pleasing  EF-45  example  with 
light  yellow  surfaces  on  both  sides,  accented  with  some  hints  of 
orange.  About  typical  strike  for  the  issue,  with  some  lightness  at 
the  centers — scarcely  worthy  of  mention.  A few  marks  are  seen 
here  and  there  in  the  field,  also  normal. 

The  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  added  to  the  reverse  of  this 
and  other  gold  coins  partway  through  1866.  It  is  not  known  for  sure  how 
the  mintage  was  divided  among  No  Motto  and  With  Motto  coins,  as  it 
certainly  is  possible  that  the  reverse  without  motto  continued  to  be  used 
as  an  economy  measure  after  the  new  reverse  was  received.  The  Guide  Book 
of  United  States  Coins  suggests  9,000  of  the  former  and  6,730  of  the  latter. 
This  probably  reflects  delivery  dates.  If  anything,  per  the  above,  the  6,730 
mintage  might  be  too  large.  In  any  event,  today  the  variety  is  rare  and  is 
in  great  demand. 

PCGS  #008312 


1630  1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous  specimen  with  some  light  toning 
on  the  obverse.  Sharply  struck.  A coin  that  has  not  been  “bright- 
ened” or  fussed  with.  The  present  coin  joins  quite  a few  others  in 
this  grade  designation. 

PCGS  #008354 
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1631 


1886-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous.  Somewhat 
lightly  toned.  A popular  date. 

PCGS  #008370 


Popular  1891-CC  Half  Eagle 

Mint  State 


1632  1891-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  example  of  one  of 
the  twilight  issues  of  the  Carson  City  Mint,  the  present  1891-CC 
has  superb  strike  and  full  lustre.  Generally  the  terms  Mint  State 
and  Carson  City  do  not  go  together  in  the  same  coin  description 
for  pieces  of  this  denomination,  except  toward  the  tail  end  of  the 
series,  as  here.  What  an  interesting  addition  this  would  make  to  a 
type  set. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008378 


1635  1901/0-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A lovely  coin,  sharply  struck,  and  with 
satiny  lustre. 

This  overdate,  with  parts  of  an  earlier  0 seen  at  the  top  of  the  1,  is  a 
relatively  new  discovery  and  was  not  known  generations  ago.  As  a class, 
20th  century  overdates  in  various  series  are  very  elusive. 

PCGS  #008403 


Gem  1901-S  Half  Eagle 


1636  1901-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  With  rich  satiny  lustre  and  a hint  of  iri- 
descent toning,  this  high-grade  1901-S  half  eagle  is  a possibility  for 
a type  set.  While  many  others  of  this  date  and  mint  exist,  relatively 
few  have  been  graded  higher  than  this. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008404 


1633  1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous  example,  sharply  struck,  in 
orange-yellow  gold.  A high-grade  representative  of  this  popular 
date. 

PCGS  #008383 

Lustrous  1893-CC  Half  Eagle 

Last  Carson  City  Issue 


1634  1893-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  of  the  last  Carson 
City  half  eagle,  this  MS-62  coin  is  well  struck  and  lustrous  on 
both  sides.  Rich  yellow-orange  adds  to  the  appeal.  An  outstand- 
ing example  of  this  popular  issue,  hard  to  find  in  similar  or  slightly 
higher  grade.  If  Carson  City  coins  are  your  forte,  this  is  for  you. 

PCGS  #008384 


Gem  1901-S  Half  Eagle 


1637  1901-S  MS-65  (NGC).  With  needle  sharp  strike,  satiny  lustre, 
and  great  brilliance,  this  piece  is  a virtual  definition  of  an  MS-65 
half  eagle  of  the  era.  A candidate  for  a high-quality  type  set. 

PCGS  #008404 
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Superb  Gem  1907  Half  Eagle 
None  Finer  Graded 
Off  the  Market  for  a Quarter  Century 


1641  1907  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  fully  brilliant,  and  highly 

lustrous.  A coin  that  is  fresh  to  the  present  market,  having  not 
been  publicly  offered  since  1988,  and  one  that  stands  among  the 
very  finest  graded  of  the  date.  PCGS  has  graded  only  11  pieces  at 
this  level,  with  none  finer.  All  of  these  factors  add  up  to  create  a 
winning  combination,  a piece  that  will  surely  attract  enthusiastic 
attention  as  it  crosses  the  auction  block. 

PCGS  Population:  11 ; none  finer. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  Rare  and  Important  United  States  Gold  Coins,  October  1988, 
Lot  112. 

PCGS  #008416 


2x  photo 

1638  1902  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  with  satiny  lustre,  and  superb 
eye  appeal,  this  coin  checks  in  as  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen. 
If  ultra-high  grades  are  your  goal,  this  1902  half  eagle  will  fit  the  bill 
exactly!  It  may  be  awhile  until  a similar  opportunity  recurs. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008405 


1639  1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck,  this 
1904  half  eagle  will  be  just  right  for  a type  collection.  The  fields  have 
a rather  satiny  characteristic,  rather  than  deeply  frosty,  this  being 
true  of  most  other  gold  coins  of  the  early  20th  century,  across  the 
four  different  denominations. 

PCGS  #008409 

Choice  Proof  1907  Half  Eagle 


Gorgeous  Sandblast  Proof  1908  Indian  $5 


2x  photo 


1640  1907  Proof-64  CAM  (PCGS).  This  lovely  specimen,  the  last  year 
in  which  Proofs  were  made  of  the  Liberty  Head  design,  is  graded 
Proof-64,  but  has  the  aesthetic  appeal  of,  perhaps,  Proof-65.  The 
devices  are  satiny  and  somewhat  cameo  against  deeply  mirrored, 
basined  fields.  The  eye  appeal  is  beyond  comparison.  Although  92 
Proofs  were  struck,  only  a few  have  been  graded  finer  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  CAM 
finest). 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #088502 


1642  1908  Indian.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Deep  honey  gold  with  a warm 
orange  glow.  A beautiful  example  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt’s  incuse  de- 
sign type,  here  struck  in  sandblast  Proof  finish  to  the  tune  of  167 
pieces.  It  is  thought  that  much  of  that  Proof  mintage  was  actually 
distributed,  owing  to  the  novelty  and  the  fresh  appearance  of  Pratt’s 
design  which  shared  center  stage  with  the  Liberty  half  eagle  of  the 
same  date  (though  no  Liberty  $5  Proofs  were  produced).  Careful 
examination  reveals  a landscape  of  incredible  beauty.  While  scores 
of  Sandblast  Proof  1908  Indian  half  eagles  certainly  exist  today,  only 
a small  proportion  of  those  pieces  actually  approaches  the  quality 
offered  here.  Indeed,  the  present  specimen  is  among  the  dozen  fin- 
est grading  events  for  the  date  registered  thus  far  at  PCGS,  with  just 
one  certified  finer.  Undeniably  beautiful,  and  easily  worthy  of  the 
assigned  grade.  A prize  that  will  make  Indian  half  eagle  specialists 
sit  up  and  take  notice. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  1 finer  (Proof-67). 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities.  Previously  from  our  sale  of 
the  Kennywood  Collection,  January  2005,  Lot  968. 

PCGS  #008539 
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2 x photo 

1648  1911-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Among  half  eagles  of  the  Indian  Head 
type,  1908- 1929,  one  of  the  most  important  varieties  is  the  1911-D. 
A quick  check  at  popular  price  references  will  show  that  in  higher 
grades  it  is  eclipsed  in  value  only  by  the  1909-0.  The  present 
coin  is  graded  MS-63  by  NGC,  high  enough  to  be  remarkable  in 
quality,  and  yet  affordable  in  the  context  of  its  rarity  and  what  it  is. 
A coin  graded  MS-64  might  not  be  of  higher  overall  quality,  but 
in  any  event  would  be  priced  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  higher. 
In  our  opinion  this  piece,  well  struck  and  with  rich  lustre,  will  be 
exceptionally  attractive  to  the  connoisseur  and  advanced  special- 
ist. 

PCGS  #008521 

1649  1912  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  orange  surfaces  with  some  splashes 
of  blue.  A popular  early  date. 

PCGS  #008523 
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Incredible  1908-D  Half  Eagle 
Gem  Mint  State 
None  Finer  Graded 


1644  1909-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous  example  of  this  popular  early 
half  eagle.  Not  rare  in  MS-64,  but  certainly  worth  owning — per- 
haps a candidate  for  an  attractive  20th-century  type  set. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #008514 

Popular  1909-D  Indian  $5 


1645  1909-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  warm 
honey  highlights.  A satiny  specimen  with  full,  unbroken  lustre  on 




the  design  high  points.  Pale  rose  iridescence  adds  to  the  overall 
appeal. 

PCGS  #008514 


1647  1910-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Orange  and  iridescent  toning  is  seen 
over  lustrous  surfaces.  Well  struck.  A fairly  high-grade  example  of 
this  issue. 

PCGS  #008518 

Choice  Mint  State  1911-D  $5 

Superb  Eye  Appeal 


2x  photo 

1643  1908-D  Indian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  incredible  example  of  the 
1908-D  half  eagle,  this  is  one  of  just  a few  graded  by  PCGS  as 
gem  MS-65,  with  none  higher.  On  its  own  this  coin  would  be 
memorable,  qualifying  as  it  does  for  the  highest  rank  in  a Registry 
Set.  However,  the  icing  on  the  cake  is  that  the  piece  has  superb 
lustre,  attractive  warm  color,  and  gorgeous  eye  appeal.  When  this 
crosses  the  block  we  expect  a lot  of  interest,  for  Indian  Head  $5 
coins  have  formed  a specialty  for  many.  Rather  than  be  satisfied 
with  one  of  the  “other”  pieces  graded  MS-65  by  PCGS  (if  such 
could  be  found),  take  this  one  home  and  you  know  that  you  will 
not  have  to  worry  about  quality  or  grading  number. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  none  finer. 

While  the  1908  Philadelphia  Mint  half  eagle  was  saved  by  some  as  a 
novelty,  this  does  not  seem  to  have  happened  with  1908-D.  Perhaps  they 
were  not  released  during  that  year,  or  perhaps  they  were  simply  ignored. 
Whatever  the  reason,  examples  in  very  high  grades  are  rarities  today. 

PCGS  #008511 


Choice  1909-D  Half  Eagle 


1646  1909-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A deeply  lustrous  example  with  yel- 
low-orange. Nicely  struck.  Far  finer  than  usually  seen  within  the 
MS-63  grade. 

PCGS  #008514 
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The  Incredible  Jung  1795  Eagle 
Choice  Mint  State-63  (PCGS) 

1650  1795  Taraszka-5,  Breen  4-B.  Rarity-5.  13  Leaves.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  From  our  sale  of  the  magnificent  type  set  assembled  by 
Oliver  Jung,  where  we  described  this  piece  as  follows: 

"Brilliant  and  deeply  lustrous  (not  always  an  attribute  of  eagles 
of  this  date),  attractive,  and  quite  well  struck,  on  a high  quality 
planchet.  The  fields  offer  some  prooflike  reflectivity  and  nicely 
complement  the  sharp  satiny  devices.  This  specimen,  illustrating  the 
first  design  of  the  American  gold  eagle,  stands  high  among  known 
specimens,  indeed  comfortably  among  the  top  two  dozen  certified 
by  PCGS.  On  the  obverse  the  detail  is  excellent,  the  hair  is  delin- 
eated except  for  the  highest  part  of  the  centers,  and  the  dentils  are 
bold.  On  the  reverse  the  eagle  has  nearly  all  of  its  feathers  delineated, 
however  fine  adjustment  marks  are  not  quite  struck  out  at  the  breast 
and  a few  feathers  are  missing.  Sharp  details  on  the  palm  and  laurel 
branches,  excellent  lettering  and  full  dentils  round  out  the  reverse. 
Die  state  similar  to  the  example  retained  in  the  Bass  Collection, 
with  the  obverse  lapped  resulting  in  lost  detail  at  the  outer  points 
of  stars  1 to  3,  and  9 to  12.  The  reverse  is  lightly  cracked  through 
UNITED  STATES.  There  probably  is  no  such  thing  as  an  absolutely 
perfect  eagle  of  1795,  but  this  one  comes  fairly  close! 

“Only  5,583  eagles  were  coined  in  1795,  and  as  a type  the  Small 
Eagle  $ 10  is  a rarity  as  well.  Mint  State  examples  are  especially  rare, 
of  course,  a fact  that  is  somewhat  obscured  by  the  current  popula- 
tion data  and  the  cottage  industry  of  resubmissions.  David  Akers, 
when  this  coin  was  sold  in  1988,  noted  that  perhaps  only  eight  to 
10  specimens  of  the  date  were  of  comparable  quality  to  this  one. 
Among  examples  of  this  variety',  Anthony  Taraszka  lists  this  piece 
third  on  his  Condition  Census  behind  only  the  Eliasberg  coin  and 
a specimen  Stack’s  sold  in  1993.  This  piece  is  finer  than  the  off  the 
market  Bass  coin.  David  Akers  rightly  called  this  coin  ‘without 
question,  one  of  the  very  finest  1795  eagles  in  existence,  a classic 
American  numismatic  rarity  of  exceptional  quality'  and  beauty.’  In 
a time  when  coins  of  this  caliber  were  sold  without  certification, 
it  is  worth  noting  that  Akers  called  this  coin  Choice  Uncirculated 
63  or  better.  “ 

It  has  been  a while  since  we  saw  this  piece,  and  we  recall  now 
just  why  we  were  so  impressed  with  it  the  first  time  around!  The 
color  is  rich,  the  lustre  is  gem-quality,  and  the  intense  mint  bloom 
is  really  incredible.  We  cannot  imagine  any  numismatist  viewing 
it  without  being  truly  impressed,  no  matter  if  they  enjoy  ancient 
Greek  bronzes  or  full-step  Jefferson  nickels.  It  is,  quite  simply,  a 
stunningly  beautiful  coin  and  one  of  the  very  finest  example  of  this 
first  $10  issue  that  exists  today. 

The  total  production  of  the  motif  with  Capped  Bust  to  right.  Small 
Eagle  reverse,  is  believed  to  have  been  fewer  than  15,000  pieces,  spread  across 
several  different  dates  and  varieties.  Although  it  is  likely  that  some  pieces 
circulated  in  commerce  in  the  1790s  (as  this  was  an  era  of  abundant  gold 
and  silver),  afterward  many  if  not  most  were  exported  and  melted.  Today, 
any  early  eagle  is  scarce,  and  many  are  rare.  As  the  largest  denomination  of 
its  era,  it  was  called  the  eagle.  It  was  then  logical  that  when  the  $20  piece 
was  produced  decades  later,  it  was  called  the  double  eagle. 

The  eagles  of  this  type  are  rare  and  beautiful.  The  reverse  is  particularly 
elegant,  with  a nice  touch  being  provided  by  the  tips  of  the  eagle’s  wings 
intruding  into  the  lettering,  somewhat  reminiscent,  style  wise,  of  the  eagle 
reverse  of  the  Flowing  Hair  silver  coins,  on  which  the  tips  of  the  wings  go 
under  and  over  the  surrounding  wing.  The  motif  is  said  to  have  been  copied 
from  an  ancient  cameo,  perhaps  explaining  the  use  of  a palm  branch,  oth- 
erwise unexplained.  Not  much  has  ever  been  done,  so  far  as  we  are  aware, 
concerning  the  study  ofbotanical  varieties  as  represented  on  coins.  Note  our 
description  of  the  curious  wreath  on  the  reverse  of  certain  1793  cents.  We 
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might  also  mention  that  the  wreath  on  the  silver  coinage  with  the  Draped 
Bust  obverse  and  Small  Eagle  reverse  is  unusual,  with  olive  or  laurel  branch 
to  the  left  and  some  other  type  of  branch  to  the  right. 

Among  design  types  of  gold  coins,  the  1795-1797  eagle  issue  is  far  and 
away  the  rarest,  the  key  to  the  series.  Later  eagles  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle 
reverse  far  outdistance  the  present  type  in  terms  of  availability. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities.  Previously  from  David  Akers’ 
session  of  Auction  '88,  July  1988,  Lot  929;  our  sale  of  the  Oliver  Jung 
Collection,  July  2004,  Lot  98. 

PCGS  #008551 
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Choice  AU  1796  Eagle 


2 x photo 


1651  1796  Taraszka-6,  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Richly 
reflective  surfaces  are  a beautiful  shade  of  even  yellow  gold  with 
a touch  of  coppery  toning  around  lettering  and  design  elements. 
A very  pleasing  example  of  this  often  unattractive  issue,  as  even 
top  grade  pieces  tend  to  have  planchet  flaws,  poor  striking,  or 
a number  of  post-striking  flaws.  This  example  shows  only  very 
minor  granularity  hidden  at  the  central  obverse  and  a better  strike 
than  most  seen,  with  softness  found  only  on  the  eagle’s  neck  and 
most  of  the  breast  feathers  well  defined.  Scattered  minor  marks  are 
seen,  none  serious  though  we  note  an  abrasion  right  of  the  reverse 
wreath  and  another  below  the  wing  on  the  right  side  of  the  reverse. 
Some  hairlines  are  present,  but  they  are  typical  and  inconsequential 
to  the  eye  appeal. 

For  those  collectors  dedicated  enough  to  early  gold  to  have  seen 
a number  of  different  specimens  of  this  issue,  this  piece  should 
stand  out  for  its  visual  merits  and  technical  quality.  The  lustre  and 
reflectivity  are  very  good  for  the  grade  and  the  in-hand  look  is  well 
above  average.  An  experienced  collector  who  desires  this  issue 
would  prepare  a strong  bid. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities. 

PCGS  #008554 


Prooflike  1796  Eagle  Rarity 


1652  1796  Taraszka-6,  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-4.  Net  EF-40;  sharpness 
of  AU-58,  lightly  brushed,  repaired  at  star  12.  Beautiful  rich  yellow 
gold  surfaces  show  excellent  eye  appeal  and  substantial  reflectivity 
on  the  reverse.  The  obverse  is  smooth  and  even  in  appearance, 
without  significant  planchet  flaws  as  often  seen,  though  hairlines 
are  seen  across  the  surfaces.  A single  tiny  planchet  depression  or  lint 
mark  is  visible  near  Liberty’s  nose.  A tiny  area  of  hidden  granular- 
ity has  been  gently  smoothed,  with  the  outlines  of  star  12  nearby 
somewhat  strengthened,  though  the  repair  is  not  obvious  without 
a glass.  The  reverse  is  highly  lustrous  and  of  exceptional  quality, 
with  only  scattered  hairlines  and  good  AU  sharpness. 

The  1796  $10  issue  is  a significant  rarity,  with  a mintage  just 
over  4,000  pieces  and  most  survivors  severely  lacking  eye  appeal. 
This  example,  while  not  totally  free  of  problems,  is  actually  much 
nicer  to  look  at  than  many  certified  specimens  we  have  seen  and 
deserves  a strong  bid.  The  last  AU  specimen  we  sold  realized 
$86,250,  while  the  last  two  low-end  Mint  State  coins  we  offered 
each  brought  well  over  $100,000. 

PCGS  #008554 
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1653  1797  Taraszka-12,  Breen  2-C.  Rarity-4.  Large  Eagle.  AU-50 
(PCGS).  Deep  yellow  gold  with  violet-rose  overtones  and  a trace 
of  reflectivity  remaining  on  the  obverse.  Good  lustre  remains  for 
the  grade  level,  and  the  detail  is  also  better  than  many  similarly 
graded  coins,  with  just  the  feathers  immediately  above  the  shield 
showing  softness.  Some  granularity  is  visible  at  central  obverse, 
many  scattered  tiny  marks  and  assorted  hairlines,  no  heavy  nicks 
or  scratches.  A very  acceptable  specimen  of  this  date,  less  common 
than  others  of  this  design  type  and  a significant  challenge  to  find  in 
higher  grades. 

PCGS  #008559 
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Scarce  and  Popular  1798/7  $10 


1654  1798/7  Taraszka-9,  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-4+.  Net  VF-30;  sharp- 
ness of  AU-50,  brushed.  Even  and  glossy  light  yellow  gold  with 
some  remaining  lustre.  A pleasing  coin,  though  once  brushed  or 
lightly  polished,  but  without  abundant  eye-catching  hairlines  or 
other  easily  noticeable  flaws.  A minor  rim  bruise  is  noted  at  4:30  on 
the  obverse,  lint  mark  present  between  LI  of  LIBERTY,  hairlines 
only  distinguishable  under  strong  light  and  good  magnification 
though  the  overall  look  is  a bit  overly  bright.  The  detail  on  both 
sides  is  strong  and  the  overdate  characteristic  is  bold  to  the  unaided 
eye.  A worthwhile  specimen  of  this  challenging  and  popular  vari- 
ety. 

PCGS  #008560 
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Rare  1799  Taraszka-14  $10 

No  Obverse  Crack 


2 x photo 


1655  1799  Taraszka-14,  Breen  2-A.  Rarity-6.  AU-58  (NGC).  Ex- 
ceptionally attractive  light  yellow  gold  with  a greenish  tinge  and 
a trace  of  deeper  toning  around  design  elements.  The  reverse  is 
boldly  reflective  and  highly  lustrous,  and  the  flashy  obverse  likewise 
retains  excellent  lustre  for  the  grade.  A very  pleasing  specimen 
by  any  standards,  nicely  struck  with  a full  complement  of  breast 
feathers  and  good  detail  on  almost  all  of  the  obverse  stars.  Some 
hairlines  are  present  but  they  are  not  severe,  and  no  major  marks 
require  mention  aside  from  a very  thin  scratch  upwards  from  inside 
star  3.  A natural  lintmark  extends  across  Liberty’s  jawline  and  the 
merest  suggestion  of  adjustment  marks  may  be  noted  near  OF  on 
the  reverse.  A more  subtle  struck-through  is  seen  above  the  final 
9 of  the  date. 

Though  Harry  Bass  owned  four  specimens  of  this  rare  die  marriage, 
only  one  of  them  was  from  the  extremely  rare  uncracked  state  of  the  obverse 
die.  It  was  that  piece  that  was  chosen  to  be  retained  for  the  Harry  Bass  core 
collection  now  residing  at  the  ANA  Money  Museum.  Bass’s  comment  on 
the  die  state  of  that  coin — ”no  crack!” — shows  his  excitement  at  owning 
an  uncracked  specimen  of  a variety  that  almost  always  comes  with  the  bold 
break  above  Liberty’s  cap.  This  example  shows  no  trace  whatsoever  of  the 
crack.  While  the  variety  itself  is  Rarity-6,  this  die  state  may  be  Rarity-7+, 
certainly  something  to  excite  a Bass-style  specialist. 

PCGS  #008562 


Very  Rare  1799  Taraszka-15 


Previously  Unseen  Terminal  Die  State 


2 x photo 


1656  1799  Taraszka-15,  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-6+.  Small  Stars  Ob- 
verse. AU-58  (PCGS).  A choice  AU  example  of  an  extremely 
elusive  issue,  and  a coin  that  represents  a previously  unrecorded 
late  die  state.  The  surfaces  are  an  even  and  reflective  shade  of  rich 
yellow  gold.  The  fields  are  remarkably  free  of  marks  for  this  grade, 
and  the  resultant  eye  appeal  is  superb.  Some  minor  hairlines  are 
seen,  as  on  nearly  any  gold  coin  with  reflective  surfaces,  and  two 
tiny  smooth  patches  are  seen  in  the  upper  left  obverse  field  inside 
stars  6-7  and  another  just  beneath  the  inside  point  of  star  9,  not 
flaws  most  people  would  notice.  The  star  centers  closest  to  the  base 
of  the  obverse  are  a bit  flat,  but  the  strike  is  very  bold  overall. 

Listed  as  Rarity-7  in  the  Bass  Sylloge , with  an  estimated  population  of 
fewer  than  a dozen  pieces,  John  Dannreuther’s  soon  to  be  published  work 
on  early  gold  now  estimates  a population  of  16  to  20  specimens  extant  from 
these  dies.  The  present  die  state,  however,  is  a new  one,  later  than  those 
previously  seen  by  students  of  the  series.  A thin  die  crack  runs  from  a denticle 
through  the  left  top  serif  of  L of  LIBERTY  through  the  left  bottom  serif 
to  the  cap,  while  another  descends  from  between  denticles  right  of  star  8 
and  disappears  in  the  field  before  meeting  the  cap.  This  reverse  was  later 
muled  to  Breen’s  obverse  3 (Bass’s  4)  to  create  another  rare  variety’,  but  the 
reverse  state  seen  here  is  essentially  congruent  to  the  first  state  of  that  mul- 
ing, marking  this  as  the  terminal  state  for  this  particular  marriage.  As  such, 
it  is  a significant  discovery  for  students  of  the  series  and  an  important  (and 
choice!)  example  of  a variety  that  could  be  a stopper  for  someone  pursuing 
a set  of  this  fascinating  denomination  by  variety. 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 

PCGS  #098562 
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Elusive  1799  T-20  $10 


Desirable  1799  Eagle 


2x  photo 

1657  1799  Taraszka-20,  Breen  4-D.  Rarity-5.  NetEF-40;  sharpness 


of  AU-50,  obverse  repair.  Toned  medium  yellow  gold  with  some 
iridescent  highlights  around  devices.  Some  satiny  lustre  remains, 
scattered  minor  marks,  thin  curved  scratch  in  left  obverse  field,  dig 
below  Liberty’s  ear.  An  area  of  work  and  smoothing  above  Liberty’s 
cap  is  noted,  but  it  is  apparently  subtle  enough  that  this  piece  was 
formerly  certified  as  PCGS  AU-53  despite  the  light  repair.  This 
piece  plate  matches  the  1995  Superior  sale  noted  below  (there  de- 
scribed as  PCGS  AU-53).  A challenging  variety  and  an  important 
type.  The  die  states  appear  late  and  similar  to  the  Bass  core  collec- 
tion coin,  with  crumbling  at  the  rim  below  stars  1-2,  a die  crack 
connects  stars  1-8,  a thin  crack  from  rim  to  E of  LIBERTY,  and 
cracks  in  MERICA  to  eagle’s  tail. 

From  Superior  Galleries’  sale  of  January  1995,  Lot  1581. 

PCGS  #008562 


2x  photo 

1658  1799  Taraszka-22,  Breen  5-G.  Rarity-3.  Large  Stars  Obverse. 
EF-40  (PCGS).  Uniform  light  orange  gold  surfaces.  The  piece  is 
nicely  struck  with  considerably  more  detail  than  one  might  expect 
from  the  grade  assigned,  though  light  hairlines  betray  an  old  light 
cleaning  that  was  clearly  taken  into  consideration  in  the  grading 
room  at  PCGS.  A few  surface  marks  are  noted,  as  expected,  but 
all  are  minor  and  widely  scattered.  Good  sharpness  for  the  grade, 
and  desirable  as  such. 

PCGS  #008562 
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Scarce  AU  1800  $10 


Charming  Mint  State  1801  $10 


2x  photo 

1659  1800  Taraszka-23,  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (PCGS). 

Richly  lustrous  deep  yellow  gold  surfaces  show  excellent  satiny 
character  and  lovely  color.  The  reverse  lustre  is  almost  intact,  while 
the  obverse  is  much  more  lustrous  than  usually  seen  at  this  grade. 
Scattered  tiny  marks  are  found  on  both  sides  (something  this  piece 
has  in  common  with  the  retained  Bass  Foundation  specimen),  in- 
cluding a dull  abrasion  at  Liberty’s  lips  and  a dig  in  the  right  obverse 
field.  The  central  reverse  exhibits  some  shallow  granularity. 

Only  one  die  marriage  is  known  dated  1800,  seen  here  in  an 
advanced  die  state  with  a bulge  outside  star  1 1 and  a network  of 
reverse  cracks,  including  two  that  intersect  at  the  bottom  tip  of  the 
olive  branch.  This  die  state  was  actually  struck  after  1801  Breen 
1-A,  Taraszka-24  based  on  the  advanced  state  of  the  reverse.  As 
such,  it  is  an  especially  interesting  specimen  whose  visual  appeal  is 
only  a part  of  its  desirability. 

PCGS  #008563 


2x  photo 

1660  1801  Taraszka-25,  Breen  2-B.  Rarity-3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Pale 
yellow  gold  with  abundant  lustre,  especially  on  the  reverse.  The 
surfaces  are  free  of  digs  though  some  hairlines  are  noted.  Crisply 
struck  with  good  eye  appeal.  Single  short  scratch  at  star  7,  very  subtle 
adjustment  marks  manifest  diagonally  on  the  central  obverse  device, 
especially  in  a natural  depression  on  Liberty’s  cheek  where  grease  or 
something  similar  prevented  them  from  being  properly  obliterated 
at  striking.  A very  sharp  example  for  the  type  collector. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities.  Previously  from  our  Classics 
Sale,  July  2003,  Lot  139. 

PCGS  #008564 
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Appealing  AU  1801  Eagle 


2x  photo 

1661  1801  Taraszka-25,  Breen  2-B.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Even 


light  yellow  gold  with  strong  satiny  lustre  at  obverse  periphery 
and  across  the  reverse.  Good  color  and  eye  appeal,  the  usual  array 
of  light  hairlines  and  abrasions,  a few  nicks  noted  under  NIT  of 
UNITED.  Stars  9-11  are  a bit  flat,  as  often  seen,  but'other  details 
are  well  defined.  A handsome  coin  with  just  a bit  of  wear,  ideal  for 
a type  set. 

PCGS  #008564 
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Choice  AU  1801  Eagle 


2x  photo 

1662  1801  Taraszka-25,  Breen  2-B.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Frosty 
light  yellow  gold  with  good  remaining  lustre.  Scattered  marks  and 
hairlines  are  present,  as  often  seen  at  this  grade  level,  though  none 
are  individually  alarming.  We  note  a nick  on  Liberty’s  eyebrow  and 
a short  scratch  in  front  ot  her  throat.  Nicely  defined  on  both  sides. 
This  date  is  a popular  choice  for  type  collectors. 

PCGS  #008564 
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Bright  AU  1801  $10 


2x  photo 


1663  1801  Taraszka-25,  Breen  2-B.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Rich 
and  even  yellow  gold  with  especially  bright  surfaces.  Good  detail, 
well  struck  as  is  typical  of  the  issue,  showing  full  breast  feathers  and 
other  fine  details.  Probably  lightly  buffed  with  a chamois  at  some 
point,  and  showing  the  associated  smooth  lustre  stemming  from 
such  handling.  Scattered  hairlines  and  fine  marks  are  still  visible 
but  no  heavy  digs  are  noted.  A desirable  early  type  coin  that  really 
should  be  viewed  by  those  who  seek  an  example  of  this  design  or 
denomination. 

PCGS  #008564 


Popular  1801  Eagle 


2x  photo 

1664  1801  Taraszka-25,  Breen  2-B.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Rich 
medium  yellow  gold  with  lighter,  lustrous  golden  highlights  around 
the  peripheries.  Good  detail  for  the  grade.  An  assortment  of  tiny 
contact  marks  is  present  on  both  sides,  with  no  one  in  particular 
standing  out  as  important.  The  1801  issue  is  often  selected  by  type 
collectors  who  seek  to  own  but  one  example  of  this  regal-looking 
design,  the  largest  gold  coin  struck  by  the  United  States  during 
this  era.  This  piece  saw  some  use  but  remains  attractive  and  col- 
lectible. 

PCGS  #008564 
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Beautiful  AU  1803  Eagle 


2x  photo 

1665  1803  Taraszka-28,  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-4.  Small  Stars  Reverse. 
AU-58  (PCGS).  Intense  lustre  and  strong  reflectivity  remain  on 
rich  even  yellow  gold  surfaces.  A very  lively  and  attractive  speci- 
men, finely  detailed  but  for  stars  1 through  4 where  the  softness 
may  be  attributed  to  a batch  of  adjustment  marks  abov£  9:00  at  the 
reverse  periphery.  Some  light  hairlines  may  be  seen  as  is  typical  for 
the  grade,  but  the  only  nicks  worth  noting  are  hidden  within  the 
B of  LIBERTY  and  on  Liberty’s  lower  lip.  The  visual  appeal  and 
quality  are  exceptional  for  the  grade. 

The  reverse  shows  a well-detailed  die  clash,  identical  to  that 
shown  on  the  first  Bass  core  collection  coin  (HBCC-3197).  Harry 
Bass  only  ever  owned  two  examples  of  this  variety,  both  of  which 
remain  impounded  in  the  Bass  Foundation  collection.  The  eye  ap- 
peal of  this  example  would  match  or  surpass  both  of  them,  marking 
this  as  a highly  desirable  specimen  of  this  elusive  issue. 

PCGS  #008565 


Sharp  1803  Eagle 


2x  photo 


1666  1803  Taraszka-28,  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-4.  Small  Stars  Reverse. 
Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-53,  slightly  bent.  Rich  and  even 
light  yellow  gold  with  some  remaining  lustre,  especially  around  the 
stars.  A very  sharp  and  well-detailed  specimen,  with  prominent 
breast  feathers  and  well-rendered  stars.  An  arc-like  mark  extends 
from  above  star  2 to  the  field  below  star  10,  apparently  left  behind 
when  this  coin  was  almost  imperceptibly  bent.  No  evidence  of  this 
light  damage  is  visible  on  the  reverse.  Some  hairlines  are  seen  on 
both  sides,  only  modest  circulation  marks.  A suitably  collectible 
specimen  of  the  date  or  type,  quite  appealing  in  hand  and  worthy 
of  consideration. 

PCGS  #008565 
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Elusive  1804  Eagle 

Last  Date  of  the  Series 


2 x photo 


1667  1804  Taraszka-31,  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-4.  Crosslet  4.  Net  VF- 

30;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  mount  removed.  Even  light  yellow  gold 
with  a pale  green  hue.  Some  lustre  remains,  especially  at  obverse 
periphery  and  across  the  somewhat  reflective  reverse.  A mount  was 
once  attached  at  12:00  on  the  obverse,  though  little  trace  remains, 
just  some  smoothing  above  Liberty’s  cap  and  a few  re-cut  reeds. 
The  obverse  shows  an  array  of  riny  marks  consistent  with  jewelry 
use,  while  the  reverse  shows  just  some  minor  hairlines.  Both  sides 
are  very  attractive  for  a once-mounted  coin,  with  decent  surface 
quality  and  excellent  color.  Liberty’s  face  is  a bit  bluntly  struck  as 
seen  on  almost  every  1804  eagle  we  have  ever  encountered;  indeed, 
this  specimen  is  better  struck  than  the  vast  majority.  The  reverse 
detail  is  definitive  from  breast  feathers  to  rim.  The  1804  issue  is 
special  as  the  last  of  its  type,  as  the  last  $10  coin  until  1838,  and 
as  the  inspiration  for  the  “restrike”  included  in  the  King  of  Siam 
and  other  presentation  sets  in  1834.  This  specimen  will  nicely  fill 
a long-empty  space  in  an  advanced  collector’s  cabinet. 

PCGS  #008566 


1668  1839/8  Type  of 1838.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  surfaces 
on  both  sides.  About  typical  strike,  fairly  sharp  at  the  centers,  but 
with  lightness  on  the  stars.  A worthwhile  example  of  this  very  early 
Liberty  Head  eagle  date. 

PCGS  #008576 


Lustrous  AU  1844-0  Eagle 


1669  1844-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  rich 
olive  highlights,  somewhat  reflective  in  the  fields.  No  marks  of 
consequence  are  seen,  though  some  scattered  ticks  are  noted  here 
and  there.  The  strike  is  quite  bold  and  the  eye  appeal  is  engaging. 
Scarce  at  the  presently  offered  grade,  as  many  of  the  survivors  of  this 
issue  tend  to  be  VF  and  EF,  with  forays  into  the  lower  AU  range. 
Indeed,  NGC  has  certified  just  nine  Mint  State  examples  of  the 
date,  the  finest  MS-62. 

PCGS  #008591 


1670  1847  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  most  lustre  still  remaining. 
Above  average  in  striking  quality.  While  the  1847  date  is  one  of  the 
more  available  issues  from  this  era,  the  present  coin  is  certainly  in 
the  top  5%  of  survivors  quality-wise.  The  eye  appeal  is  far  superior 
to  many  pieces  sharing  the  AU-58  grade. 

PCGS  #008597 
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1671  1847-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Most  lustre  still  remains  in  the  fields  of 
this  1847-0,  one  ot  the  most  popular  issues  among  early  Liberty 
Head  coins  of  this  denomination.  The  striking  is  above  average, 
with  all  stars  defined  at  their  centers  except  for  the  10th,  which 
comes  very  close.  There  is  some  lightness  at  the  hair  at  the  center. 
A delicate  tracery  of  cracks  is  seen  among  the  stars.  On  the  reverse 
the  die  exhibits  several  cracks,  mostly  through  the  letters,  but  two 
extend  upward  to  the  lower  part  of  the  motif. 

PCGS  #008598 


Specialist’s  1876-S  $10 

Mintage:  Just  5,000  Pieces 


1672  1876-S  AU-50  (NGC) . All  $ 10  eagles  of  1876  are  rarities  today,  the 
presently  offered  variety  included.  Of  this  just  5,000  were  minted, 
strictly  routine  and  for  circulation,  with  scarcely  a thought  given  to 
saving  them.  The  present  coin  is  an  attractive  example,  fairly  high 
grade,  with  appealing  yellow  surfaces  on  both  sides.  Lustre  can  be 
found  by  checking  the  protected  areas  around  the  periphery.  The 
striking  is  above  average,  some  lightness  is  seen  at  the  hair  in  the 
center — scarcely  worth  mentioning.  For  the  specialist  this  repre- 
sents an  important  find. 

NGC  Census:  4;  8 finer  (AU-58  finest). 

The  field  of  Liberty  Head  S5  and  S10  coins  of  the  late  19th  century 
offers  many  opportunities  with  relation  to  the  actual  rarity  of  the  coins  in 
comparison  to  market  prices.  There  are  quite  a few  dates  and  mintmarks 
of  low  mintage  and  low  survival  rates  that  are  priced  from  the  hundreds  of 
dollars  through  the  low  thousands — tiny  fractions  of  what  such  coins  would 
cost  in  other  series.  The  key  of  course  is  the  demand  factor.  Relatively  few 
people  collect  such  pieces  by  date  and  mint,  leaving  many  opportunities 
for  those  who  do.  Over  a period  of  time,  popularity  trends  often  change 
in  numismatics.  We  can  recall  when  collecting  Liberty  Head  double  eagles 
by  date  and  mint,  now  a passion  pursued  by  quite  a few  collectors,  was  an 
obscure  specialty  at  best.  An  advantageous  time  to  buy  is  when  the  market 
is  going  in  another  direction.  Whether  the  $5  and  $10  pieces  will  become 
more  popular  in  the  future  is  an  open  question  (we  see  nothing  indicating  this 
on  the  horizon).  However,  we  also  know  that  there  is  a lot  of  value  in  these 
two  series,  and  that  as  the  market  goes  forward,  it  is  likely  that  somewhat 
more  attention  will  be  paid  to  them  than  is  being  paid  now. 

Interestingly  right  now  there  is  no  special  interest  group  devoted  to  gold 
coins,  an  omission  in  American  numismatics,  what  with  clubs  and  groups  in 
many  other  series  from  colonials  to  Indian  cents  to  Civil  War  tokens.  Birds 
of  a numismatic  feather  like  to  flock  together,  and  we  would  not  be  at  all 
surprised  if  a Gold  Coin  Collectors  Society  or  some  similarly  named  group 
were  to  emerge  one  of  these  years. 

PCGS  #008676 


1673  Trio  of  Liberty  eagles  grading  EF-45:  ☆ 1881-S  ☆ 1884-S  ☆ 
1886-S.  Each  with  delicate  olive-gray  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
(Total:  3 pieces) 

From  our  sale  of  the  Old  Colony  Collection,  December  2005,  Lot 
1616.  Previously  from  Bowers  and  Merena's  Frontenac  Sale,  November 
1991,  Lot  1441. 


1674  1882  MS-63  (NGC)  . A well  struck  coin  with  nice  lustre.  Contact 
marks  are  seen  on  both  sides  and  are  typical  for  the  grade.  One  in 
particular  is  worthy  of  mention  (in  our  opinion)  and  is  hidden  in 
the  horizontal  shield  stripes. 

PCGS  #008695 


1675  1882  MS-63  (NGC).  A lustrous  specimen  with  light  gold  toning. 
Well  struck  at  the  centers.  Somewhat  fewer  contact  marks  than 
usually  seen  on  Liberty  Head  eagles  of  this  grade. 

PCGS  #008695 


1676  1886-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Lightly  toned  lustrous  surfaces.  Above 
average  in  strike.  Some  contact  marks  are  seen  on  the  obverse,  fewer 
on  the  reverse.  A nice  example  of  the  date,  mint,  and  grade. 
PCGS  #008709 
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1677  1890  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lustrous  example  with  medium  brilliance. 
An  area  of  light  gray  is  seen  near  the  date.  A pristine  piece  that  has 
not  been  dipped  or  improved. 

In  recent  times  quite  a few  gold  coins  of  the  1890s  (in  particular)  have 
been  nris-conserved  by  stripping  away  natural  toning  and  some  discoloration, 
but  yielding  coins  that  are  bright  and  pale,  not  at  all  natural  in  appearance. 
Left  undisturbed,  gold  coins — circulation  strikes  as  well  as  Proofs — tend 
to  acquire  attractive  light  toning  over  a long  period  of  years,  this  due  to  the 
presence  of  copper  as  an  alloy  (up  to  10%).  This  gives  the  coins  a very  pleasing 
appearance.  Dipping  (different  from  mis-conserving)  tends  to  make  coins 
lighter,  not  necessarily  bad,  as  the  resultant  appearance  is  probably  about 
as  such  coins  appeared  when  they  were  first  made.  The  late  Ed  Trompeter 
treated  all  of  the  Proof  gold  coins  in  his  collection  with  a special  solution, 
removing  the  natural  toning  and  brightening  them,  but  not  disturbing  their 
value,  as  few  people  noticed.  He  was  quite  proud  of  this  procedure  and  sug- 
gested that  everyone  who  had  gold  coins  should  follow  suit. 

PCGS  #008717 


1678  1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gold  surfaces.  Well  struck. 
Another  nice  eagle,  well  worth  considering  for  purchase. 

PCGS  #008721 


1679  Trio  of  certified  Liberty  eagles:  ☆ 1893  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous 
with  frosty  pale  olive  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1896  MS-61  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  yellow  gold  with  splashes  of  frosty  olive  toning  over  both 
surfaces  ☆ 1896-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Subdued  yellow  gold  with 
rich  rose  at  the  devices  and  pale  olive  at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 


1680  1898  MS-63  (NGC).  Lightly  toned  lustrous  surfaces.  Contact 
marks  typical  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #008740 


1681  1901-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  example,  very  choice,  of  this 
popular  early  20th-century  date.  The  striking  is  exquisite,  the  lustre  | 
is  satiny,  and  the  piece  is  brilliant  with  a subtle  hint  of  attractive 
toning.  Beautiful  to  behold! 

PCGS  #008749 


Superb  Gem  1902-S  Eagle 

Among  Finest  Certified 


1682  1902-S  MS-66  (NGC).  With  just  one  piece  certified  higher  by 
NGC,  this  1902-S  will  attract  much  attention.  The  number  is 
compelling,  of  course,  but  in  addition  the  piece  is  very  well  struck 
and  has  outstanding  eye  appeal.  A great  opportunity  for  the  con- 
noisseur and  advanced  specialist  in  the  $10  gold  series. 

NGC  Census:  13;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

PCGS  #008751 


1683  1904  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  deep  yellow  gold  with  decided  olive 
highlights.  Nicely  struck  and  impressive,  choice  for  the  assigned 
grade. 

PCGS  #008755 
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1685  1906-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  some  deep  rose 
highlights,  somewhat  reflective  in  the  fields. 

PCGS  #008762 


Classic  1907  Indian  Head  Wire  Rim  Rarity 
Exceptional  Aesthetic  Appeal 
With  Periods 


2x  photo 

1686  1907  Indian.  Periods,  Wire  Rim.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Satiny  lus- 
trous gold  with  typical  swirling  die  polish  lines  across  the  reverse.  A 
few  very  faint  hairlines  are  seen,  as  is  a small  planchet  imperfection 
near  the  date,  but  the  piece  has  very  nice  eye  appeal.  Although 
PCGS  has  graded  this  as  MS-61,  the  surfaces  are  such  that  it  will 


1905-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Most  original  mint  lustre  is  intact.  Well 
struck  at  the  periphery,  some  lightness  at  the  obverse  center.  A 
popular  San  Francisco  Mint  variety. 

PCGS  #008758 
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hold  its  own  with  some  examples  graded  higher.  Examine  it  on 
your  own  and  come  to  your  own  conclusions.  Either  way,  the 
aesthetic  appeal  is  superb.  The  medallic  wire  rim  1907  eagle  is  a 
very  beautiful  and  classic  rarity,  and  the  finest  possible  execution 
of  the  design  by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens.  These  early  pieces  are 
truly  objects  of  art. 

Fewer  than  500  examples  exist  of  the  1907  wire  rim,  a coin  produced,  it 
seems,  for  numismatic  purposes,  and  generally  distributed  by  the  Treasury 
Department  to  various  officials  and  other  lucky  recipients — never  offered 
openly  on  the  market.  You  needed  to  know  someone,  so  to  speak.  Much 
information  concerning  this  issue  will  be  found  in  Dave  Bowers’  1 979  book, 
The  History  of  United  States  Coinage. 

Today,  virtually  all  examples  survive  in  Mint  State.  The  dies  were  not 
completely  finished,  with  the  result  that  under  magnification  many  raised 
lines  and  swirls  can  be  seen. 

On  the  reverse  there  are  periods  at  both  sides  of  the  legends,  giving  rise 
to  the  With  Periods  designation.  Regular  issues  made  in  large  quantities  for 
general  circulation  lack  this  feature. 

From  the  very  time  of  issue  this  has  been  one  of  the  most  desired  of  all 
20th-century  gold  coins. 

PCGS  #008850 


1687  1908  Indian.  Motto.  MS-61.  A lovely,  lustrous  example  of  this 
early  issue,  first  of  the  Indian  Head  eagles  with  the  motto  IN  GOD 
WE  TRUST.  Desirable  as  a type  as  well  as  a variety. 

PCGS  #008859 
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Focal  Point  1910-S  Eagle 
Choice  Mint  State 
Among  Finest  Graded 

1688  1910-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  this  piece  certainly 
will  be  a focal  point  of  the  auction.  Although  it  is  graded  “only” 
MS-64  by  PCGS,  we  suggest  that  it  needs  a second  or  even  a third 
look,  for  it  is  just  as  nice,  in  our  opinion,  as  some  that  have  been 
graded  MS-65,  or  perhaps  finer!  There  is  a small  toning  spot  on  the 
reverse  to  the  right  of  the  mintmark,  near  the  rim,  and  perhaps  this 
caused  PCGS  to  remove  a point  or  two  from  the  designation. 

The  lustre  is  satiny  and  superb,  the  striking  is  excellent,  the 
visual  appeal  is  gorgeous.  If  a 1910-S  eagle  is  on  your  Want  List  in 
MS-64  or  MS-65  or  MS-66  we  strongly  suggest  that  you  consider 
this  piece  carefully.  It  is  that  nice! 

PCGS  Population:  18;  4 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection. 

PCGS  #008867 
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1910-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lovely  and  deeply  lustrous  example 
of  this  popular  San  Francisco  issue,  the  present  piece  has  a rich 
light  gold  surface.  For  a coin  in  the  MS-62  category  this  might 
be  called  “high  end” — finer  than  usually  seen.  While  it  would  be 
very  desirable  to  have  an  MS-64  or  MS-65,  such  high  level  pieces 
are  extremely  expensive,  well  into  five  figures.  The  present  coin 
offers  an  attractive  alternative. 

PCGS  #008867 


1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous  specimen  in  light  yellow  gold, 
well  struck,  and  very  attractive.  A fine  addition  to  a high  quality 
collection. 

PCGS  #008868 


1691  1911  MS-63  (NGC).  A frosty  Mint  State  coin  with  pale  olive 
surfaces  and  sparkling  cartwheel  lustre. 

PCGS  #008868 


1693  1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  rich 
shades  of  rose,  faint  sky  blue,  and  glowing  peach  iridescence.  A 
nice  selection  for  a type  collection. 

PCGS  #008873 


1694  1913  MS-64  (NGC).  A lovely  example  with  a great  deal  of  eye 
appeal.  Nicely  struck  and  richly  lustrous.  Just  right  for  any  numis- 
matic purpose! 

PCGS  #008873 


Choice  Uncirculated  1916-S  Eagle 


1695  1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous  olive-gold  with 
mingled  rose  and  honey  highlights.  A popular  branch  mint  issue 
from  late  in  the  Indian  eagle  series. 

PCGS  #008880 


1692  1911  MS-63.  Rich  lustre,  light  gold  color,  and  sharp  strike  come 
together  here  to  create  a very  choice  example  of  this  popular  early 
year.  Perhaps  this  proves  that  a coin  does  not  need  to  be  classified 
with  a high  number  in  order  to  be  numismatically  desirable. 

PCGS  #008868 


1696  1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with  splashes  of  irides- 
cence over  orange-gold  lustre.  Well  struck.  A treat  to  the  eye. 
PCGS  #008882 
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Superb  Gem  1932  Eagle 


1697  1932  MS-66  (PCGS)  . While  the  1932  is  one  of  the  more  available 
dates  in  high  grades  among  Indian  Head  eagles,  at  the  MS-66  level 
the  present  coin  can  be  called  quite  scarce.  While  it  will  fit  in  nicely 
with  a specialized  collection,  we  envision  that  the  successful  bid- 
der will  probably  opt  to  include  it  in  a type  set.  What  a handsome 
addition  it  will  be! 

PCGS  #008884 


Lustrous  1850  Double  Eagle 

First  Year  of  Issue 


1698  1850  AU-58  (NGC).  A nicely  struck,  high-grade  example  of  the 
first  year  of  the  double  eagle.  Brilliant  fields  retain  much  lustre  in 
protected  areas,  more  on  the  reverse  than  the  obverse. 

Double  eagles,  authorized  by  the  Act  of  March  3, 1849,  became  a reality 
in  circulation  in  spring  1850.  Soon  they  replaced  the  $10  eagle  as  the  gold 
coin  of  choice  for  depositors  and  for  large  transactions.  It  was  easier  to  count 
$10,000  in  double  eagles  than  equivalent  face  values  of  lesser  denomina- 
tions. Double  eagles  were  made  continuously  from  this  point  through  1916, 


1699 


1700 


then  again  continuously  from  1921  through  1933.  Over  75%  of  gold  metal 
converted  to  coins  was  in  the  form  of  double  eagles. 

PCGS  #008902 


Pleasing  1850-0  Double  Eagle 

First  Year  of  Issue 


1850-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  A lovely  example,  pleasing  to  the  eye, 
of  the  first  year  of  issue  and,  necessarily,  the  first  New  Orleans 
variety.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  light  yellow  gold  with  blushes 
of  orange.  This  grade  has  been  about  par  over  a long  period  ofyears 
for  inclusion  in  a double  eagle  collection. 

PCGS  #008903 

Desirable  1851-0  Double  Eagle 


1851-0  AU-55  (NGC).  A lovely  coin  with  warm  yellow-orange 
surfaces.  Fairly  well  struck,  with  good  details  in  all  areas.  Pleasing 
overall,  the  coin  has  not  been  dipped  or  brightened. 

The  collecting  of  double  eagles  by  date  and  mint  has  become  especially 
popular  in  recent  years.  This  is  due  to  several  factors: 

1.  Double  eagles,  representing  the  largest  denomination  of  United  States 
gold  coins  issued  on  a regular  basis,  were  very  popular  in  their  time.  In  fact, 
they  were  so  much  in  demand  in  the  channels  of  banking  and  commerce 
that  over  75%  of  the  precious  metal  converted  to  coins  (all  gold  and  silver 
denominations)  from  1850,  the  first  year  of  the  double  eagle,  to  1933,  the 
last,  went  into  the  $20  denomination!  Because  of  this,  large  quantities  were 
made.  Today,  many  of  these  survive,  due  in  substantial  part  to  the  repatriation 
of  overseas  hoards.  This  situation  is  discussed  in  great  detail  in  Dave  Bowers’ 
Whitman  book,  The  Official  Red  Book  of  United  States  Double  Eagles. 

2.  The  publication  of  the  preceding  book,  as  well  other  excellent  refer- 
ences on  double  eagles  and  gold  coins  in  general  has  pinpointed  the  desir- 
ability of  twenties.  In  combination  with  their  relatively  low  market  value 
for  most  issues,  this  has  made  them  appealing  to  collect  and,  once  owned,  to 
read  about  and  study.  Remarkably  and  fortunately,  over  80%  of  the  different 
dates  and  mintmarks  of  $20  pieces  from  1850  through  1933  fall  into  the 
“common”  or  just  slightly  scarce  category  and  are  very  affordable. 

3.  The  fantastic  discovery  of  the  S.S.  Central  America  gold  coin  treasure 
in  the  late  1980s  and  its  marketing  a few  years  ago  riveted  attention  on  gold 
coins  in  general  and  double  eagles  in  particular.  Of  the  approximately  7,500 
coins  found,  slightly  over  5,400  were  of  the  1857-S  variety,  reflecting  coins 
recently  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  and  placed  aboard  the  S.S.  Sonora, 
transferring  at  Panama  to  the  ill-fated  S.S.  Central  America,  and  lost  at  sea 


J 

on  September  12,  1857.  Marvelously,  all  but  a few  of  these  1857-S  double 
eagles  were  found  to  be  Mint  State,  deeply  lustrous,  and  with  superb  eye 
appeal.  All  of  a sudden  gem  coins  became  widely  available.  The  market 
expanded  even  beyond  numismatic  circles,  and  within  a relatively  short  time 
each  coin  had  been  sold.  Today,  the  aftermarket  remains  active.  Adding  to 
the  Central  America  double  eagles  are  issues  discovered  from  the  lost  S.S. 
Brother  Jonathan  ship,  these  primarily  consisting  of  coins  of  1865-S  and  1864- 
S,  but  with  some  earlier  ones.  The  ship  was  lost  in  the  Pacific  off  Central 
City,  California,  on  August  30,  1865.  For  good  measure,  the  discovery  by 
Odyssey  Marine  Exploration,  Inc.,  of  the  S.S.  Republic,  a steamship  lost  at 
sea  in  October  1865  oft  the  coast  of  Georgia,  added  a nice  supply  of  vari- 
ous double  eagles  dated  1850  through  1865.  The  romance  associated  with 
these  treasure  coins  generated  a “must  have!”  desire  in  the  minds  of  many 
collectors  as  well  as  historians.  It  was  but  a simple  leap  in  faith  to  investigate 
other  double  eagles  and  to  start  collecting  them. 

PCGS  #008905 


Exceptional  1852  Double  Eagle 
Lustrous  Mint  State 
First  Appearance  in  Over  30  Years 


1701  1852  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lovely,  lustrous,  sharply  struck,  desirable 
specimen  of  this  early  double  eagle  date.  A few  light  surface  marks 
account  for  the  grade,  but  the  eye  appeal  is  very  nice.  This  coin 
was  last  publicly  offered  in  1973,  and  has  been  off  the  market  since, 
part  of  the  collection  of  a very  quality  conscious  collector.  Today 
in  2006,  double  eagles  are  more  appreciated  than  ever,  and  high 
quality  pieces  are  in  special  demand,  particularly  of  the  early  years, 
many  of  which  are  quite  scarce  in  higher  grades. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from 
Paramount’s  sale  of  May  1973,  Lot  1661. 

PCGS  #008906 
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1702  1852-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Medium  honey  gold  with  much  bright 
lustre  on  both  sides.  A scarce  date  in  the  context  of  early  Liberty 
double  eagles,  though  not  so  rare  as  some  of  its  brethren  from  New 
Orleans  during  the  same  decade.  Typically  seen  at  VF  to  EF,  at- 
tractive AU  specimens  such  as  here  are  always  in  great  demand. 

PCGS  #008907 


“Treasure  Ship”  1854-S  $20 

Attributed  to  the  Yankee  Blade 


1703  1854-S  MS-62,  sharpness  of  MS-64.  Light  brush  marks  near 
Liberty’s  mouth,  otherwise  pristine  and  beautiful.  Bright  and 
lustrous  yellow  gold  with  intense  mint  color  in  the  protected  areas. 
Consigned  to  us  by  Dave  Bowers,  who  just  happens  to  collect 
“treasure  ship"  coins  among  other  numismatic  items.  This  particu- 
lar piece  is  attributed  to  the  wreck  of  the  S.S.  Yankee  Blade,  with 
details  of  that  wreck  outlined  in  depth  in  our  William  LaBelle,  Sr. 
Collection  catalogue  ofjuly  2005  at  Lot  355;  the  reader  is  directed 
there  for  much  information.  Regarding  the  present  coin,  its  eye 
appeal  is  substantial  despite  the  aforementioned  brush  marks  and 
a few  scattered  surface  marks  on  both  sides.  Struck  during  the 
first  year  of  coinage  at  the  fledgling  U.S.  Mint  in  San  Francisco, 
made  there  in  great  quantities  (141,468  pieces),  especially  when 
compared  to  the  quarter  eagle  (246  struck,  11  known)  and  half 
eagle  (268  struck,  three  known)  of  the  same  date;  evidently  high- 
denomination  gold  coins  were  in  demand  that  year  by  the  general 
population.  An  entirely  presentable  example  of  the  date,  as  well 
as  perhaps  one  of  the  finest  survivors  from  the  Yankee  Blade  hoard 
that  was  dispersed  several  years  ago.  Take  a good  look  at  this  one 
before  you  plan  your  bidding  strategy. 

Some  faint,  spidery  die  breaks  can  be  seen  around  the  date  on  the  ob- 
verse. On  the  reverse,  a larger,  more  intense  network  of  die  cracks  wends  its 
way  through  much  of  the  peripheral  and  central  design  details.  Additionally, 
a heavy,  raised  diagonal  die  line  can  be  seen  at  the  viewer’s  right  side  of  the 
halo  of  stars  above  the  eagle. 

From  our  sale  of  the  William  H.  LaBelle,  Sr,  Collection,  July  2005, 
Lot  355. 

PCGS  #008913 
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Marvelous  1855  Double  Eagle 
Choice  Mint  State 
Solo  Highest  PCGS  Grade 

1704  1855  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely,  lustrous  and  important  example 
of  the  1855  double  eagle,  this  piece  is  the  single  finest  graded 
example  by  PCGS.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  uniformly  satiny 
with  pleasing  mint  lustre.  Nicely  struck,  very  attractive,  and  of 
unparalleled  quality  as  a date.  Off  the  market  since  1984,  this  is 
another  coin  that  will  be  a fresh  highlight  for  today’s  connoisseur. 
The  treasure-found  double  eagles  of  recent  years  have  come  and 
gone,  and  the  1855  in  this  grade  remains  an  incredible  rarity. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
section  of  Auction  ‘84,  July  1984,  Lot  1470. 

PCGS  #008914 
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Lustrous  1857-S  Double  Eagle 

From  the  S.S.  Central  America 


1705  1857-S  20A.  Spiked  Shield.  MS-64  (PCGS)  To  see  this  coin  is 
to  fall  in  love  with  it,  with  the  same  comment  appropriate  to  nearly 
all  other  pieces  of  its  date,  mintmark,  grade,  and  pedigree.  This 
coin  is  absolutely  gorgeous  in  appearance,  well  struck,  and  with 
virtually  three-dimensional  lustre.  Certified  by  PCGS  in  a gold 
label  holder,  this  coin  is  SSCA0826.  Quite  a few  others  have  been 
broken  out,  in  attempts  to  have  them  graded  higher  elsewhere. 

If  you  are  seeking  a very  nice  example  of  one  of  the  great  “story 
coins”  of  our  era,  this  is  for  you. 

The  story  ot  the  S.S.  Central  America  is  told  in  detail  in  Dave  Bowers’ 
A California  Gold  Rush  History.  The  rights  to  this  book  and  to  the  relatively 
few  remaining  copies  were  recently  acquired  by  Whitman  Publishing  Com- 
pany. We  offer  copies  for  sale  for  S 169.00.  plus  shipping  through  our  book 
department. 

In  brief,  the  side  wheel  steamer  S.S.  Central  America  left  Aspinwall  in 
early  September  1857,  heading  north  toward  New  York  City.  Aboard  were 
passengers  who  had  connected  on  the  Pacific  side  from  the  S.S.  Sonora. 
Also  transferred  was  a cargo  of  over  SI, 600, 000  in  registered  gold  coins 
and  ingots,  this  in  addition  to  treasure  held  by  passengers  and  not  listed 
on  the  manifest. 

Spirits  were  high  as  the  voyage  began,  soon  punctuated  with  a stop 
at  the  harbor  of  Havana,  Cuba.  From  that  point  it  was  northward  to  the 
final  destination  under  clear  blue  skies  with  an  occasional  fluffy  cloud.  The 
forward  speed  of  about  12  miles  per  hour  made  the  trip  a pleasure  for  those 
on  deck.  However,  soon  the  wind  rose,  and  the  sea  became  choppy.  Surely, 
the  situation  would  be  temporary.  Storms  came  and  went  with  frequency. 
However,  this  was  an  exception.  The  wind  whipped  into  gale  force,  the 
clouds  thickened,  and  soon  the  S.S.  Central  America  was  in  the  grip  of  a 
full-fledged  hurricane.  In  an  era  in  which  instant  communication  at  sea 
was  impossible,  and  weather  forecasting  had  not  been  developed,  this  was 
a complete  surprise.  The  ship  sprung  a leak,  took  on  water,  and  despite 
heroic  attempts  soon  foundered.  Finally,  on  Saturday,  September  12,  the 
vessel  was  given  up  for  lost.  Lucky  women  and  children  passengers,  as  well 
as  a few  insistent  crew  members,  made  it  to  safety  to  a couple  of  nearby 
sailing  ships,  through  mountainous  seas.  Left  behind  were  hundreds  of 
men,  most  of  whom  perished.  Going  to  the  bottom  in  7,200  feet  of  water 
was  the  vast  treasure. 

In  the  1980s  the  Columbus-America  Discovery  Group,  based  in  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  studied  the  history  of  the  lost  ship,  did  calculations,  embarked  on 
an  intensive  exploration  program,  and  located  the  vessel.  In  time,  much  of  the 
precious  cargo  was  recovered,  to  bedazzle  the  numismatic  community. 

After  various  court  proceedings  and  other  complications,  the  coins  and 
ingots  came  to  market  in  what  Beth  Deisher,  editor  of  Coin  World,  designated 
as  “the  story  of  the  year.”  The  treasure,  as  evaluated,  included  about  700 
gold  ingots  and  about  7,500  gold  coins,  of  which  slightly  more  than  5,400 
were  dated  1857-S  as  here.  Distribution  was  primarily  through  the  California 
Gold  Marketing  Group,  Dwight  Manley,  president.  Our  own  Dave  Bowers 
and  Chris  Karstedt  were  at  the  epicenter  of  the  advertising,  publicity,  and 
marketing  strategy  at  the  time.  Soon,  everything  had  been  sold. 

As  to  the  importance  today  of  the  S.S.  Central  A merica,  as  this  is  the  larg- 
est significant  American  numismatic  treasure  ever  lost,  no  greater  treasure  can 
ever  be  recovered.  Owning  a coin  such  as  the  present  1857-S  will  be  a great 
delight.  Even  better,  acquire  a copy  of  the  book  to  go  along  with  it. 

From  the  S.S.  Central  America. 

PCGS  #008922 
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1706  1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sparkling  honey  gold  with  satiny  surfaces 
that  approach  perfection.  Traces  of  light  orange  toning  grace  both 
sides.  One  of  the  so-called  “common”  dates  in  the  double  eagle 
series,  one  that  is  frequently  selected  to  represent  the  Type  I issue 
in  U.S.  gold  type  sets.  However,  despite  its  mintage  of  more  than 
2.9  million  pieces,  choice  and  gem  Mint  State  examples  of  the 
date  can  be  considered  fairly  rare  in  the  truest  sense.  This  attrac- 
tive specimen  must  rank  high  among  those  examples  of  the  date 
called  MS-64,  for  the  eye  appeal  is  exquisite.  Indeed,  we  have  seen 
a few  Liberty  double  eagles  of  later  dates  called  MS-65  that  don’t 
measure  up  to  the  aesthetic  appeal  offered  here.  Off  the  market  for 
nearly  two  decades,  and  now  proudly  offered  here  for  your  bidding 
enjoyment. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  4 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  October  1988,  Lot  149. 

PCGS  #008932 
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Mint  State  1863-S  Double  Eagle 


2 x photo 

1707  1863-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  distinc- 
tive olive  iridescence.  Bright  yellow  cartwheels  spin  broadly  on 
the  satiny  surfaces.  The  strike  is  bold,  the  eye  appeal  is  superb,  and 
all  the  requirements  of  the  grade  are  met  here,  and  then  some!  A 
quality  coin  for  the  assigned  grade. 

NGC  Census:  19;  8 finer  (MS-64A  finest). 

We  note  that  the  above  census  is  for  all  1863-S  double  eagles  at  MS- 
62  or  finer  in  NGC  holders,  not  just  those  without  provenance,  as  here. 
The  actual  breakdown  is:  S.S.  Republic:  9;  3 finer  (MS-64^  finest);  S.S. 
Brother  Jonathan:  2;  none  finer;  and  those  specimens  without  a treasure 
ship  provenance,  as  here:  8;  5 finer  (all  MS-63). 

PCGS  #008940 


Key  1866-S  No  Motto  $20 


2x  photo 

1708  1866-S  No  Motto.  AU-55  (NGC).  Among  double  eagles  of  the 
Liberty  type,  the  1866-S  without  motto  is  one  of  the  best  known 
rarities.  Examples  come  on  the  market  only  occasionally,  and 
when  they  do  they  are  nearly  always  heavily  bagmarked  and  show 
extensive  wear.  The  present  coin  is  a pleasing  exception,  reveal- 
ing much  original  mint  lustre,  mostly  on  the  reverse.  This  coin 
circulated,  but  lightly,  although  numerous  bagmarks  are  present. 
We  conjecture  that  these  were  mostly  from  storage  in  a bag  and 
counting,  as  the  lustre  itself  is  largely  unimpaired.  Among  double 
eagles  of  this  date,  mintmark,  and  type  we  have  seen  very  few  that 
can  match  this  for  quality.  In  fact,  NGC  has  graded  just  two  finer, 
and  these  only  by  the  tiniest  margin.  Here,  indeed,  is  a find  for  the 
advanced  specialist. 

NGC  Census:  14;  2 finer  (AU-58  finest). 

PCGS  #008945 


332 


American  Numismatic  Raritiu 


v 


1709  1869-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  A lovely,  lustrous  example  of  the  1869-S 
$20.  Struck  too  late  to  be  a part  of  any  of  the  earlier-mentioned 
sunken  treasures,  such  issues  are  found  one  at  a time  today,  and  not 
often,  especially  for  pieces  with  rich  lustre.  Adding  to  the  appeal 
of  this  coin  is  its  status  as  part  of  the  Type  II  design  1866-1876, 
scarcer  than  any  of  the  other  main  designs  in  the  series  (excepting 
MCMVII). 

PCGS  #008956 


Mint  State  1872  $20  Gold 


1710  1872  MS-61  (ANACS).  A lustrous  example  of  the  1872  $20,  the 
present  piece  is  fairly  scarce.  Most  important,  it  is  a member  of  the 
rather  elusive  Type  II  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  the  reverse, 
but  with  the  denomination  spelled  out  as  TWENTY  D,  made  only 
from  1866  through  1876.  As  no  significant  treasure  ship  coins  of 
this  type  exist,  finding  a Mint  State  coin  is  a challenge.  The  present 
piece  is  high  enough  to  be  Mint  State,  but  low  enough  within  Mint 
State  to  be  reasonably  priced. 

PCGS  #008963 
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1712  1873  Open  3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Another  1873  Open  3,  the  present 
piece  has  distinctively  different  lustre  from  the  foregoing — here 
with  a somewhat  satiny  rather  than  deeply  frosty  aspect.  Fairly  well 
struck  and  with  good  visual  appeal,  this  coin  will  be  appreciated 
by  its  next  owner. 

PCGS  #008967 


Lustrous  1874  $20  Gold 


1713  1874  MS-62  (NGC).  A lovely  example,  well  struck,  with  light 
yellow  surfaces.  Full  lustre  on  both  sides. 

NGC  Census:  15;  1 finer  (MS-63). 

While  the  1874  is  popular  as  a member  of  the  elusive  1866-1876  design 
type,  it  is  also  one  of  the  less  often  seen  dates  in  Mint  State.  Accordingly, 
it  should  elicit  much  interest. 

PCGS  #008970 


Lustrous  1873  Double  Eagle 

Open  3 


1711 


1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (NGC).  A sharply  struck  and  lustrous 
example  of  the  1873  with  Open  3.  Some  surface  marks  are  seen, 
typical  for  the  grade.  The  lustre  is  perhaps  richer  than  normally 
seen.  This  and  other  double  eagles  of  the  year  are  in  especially 
strong  demand  for  type  set  purposes. 

PCGS  #008967 
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Museum  Quality  1879-CC  $20 

Among  Finest  Graded 


2 x photo 

1714  1879-CC  MS-60  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen,  Mint  State,  that 

ranks  as  one  of  the  top  10  certified  by  NGC,  with  the  finest  being 
just  two  points  higher.  While  the  number  is  enticing,  the  quality 
of  the  coin  lives  up  to  expectation.  Here  is  an  MS-60  piece  that 
actually  has  no  sign  of  wear.  There  are  surface  marks,  from  bag 
storage  and  handling,  but  not  the  scuffing  and  rubbing  found  on 
pieces  that  served  in  commerce.  No  doubt  this  piece  was  stored 
in  a vault  for  many  years,  counted  on  occasion,  and  jostled  during 
the  storage  and  counting. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  superbly  struck,  with  all  of  the 
star  points  full,  the  hair  details  excellent,  and,  on  the  reverse,  ev- 
erything else  as  expected.  The  reverse,  if  graded  separately,  could 
easily  be  called  MS-62.  The  specialist  will  want  to  bid  liberally 
for  this  prize! 

NGC  Census:  2;  8 finer  (MS-62  finest). 

Collecting  Carson  City  double  eagles  by  date  is  a very  popular  specialty. 
The  key  issue  is,  of  course,  1870-CC,  typically  found  in  VF  grade.  Among 
later  issues  a few  can  be  obtained  in  Mint  State  now  and  then,  but  not  often 
the  low-mintage  1879-CC. 

PCGS  #008989 


1715  1883-CC  MS-60  (NGC).  A lovely,  lustrous  example  of  the  1883- 
CC  double  eagle,  this  piece  has  an  exceptional  strike  and  excellent 
overall  appearance.  While  others  have  been  certified  at  this  level 
and  higher,  the  demand  for  Carson  City  double  eagles  is  so  great 
that  there  will  be  much  interest  as  this  is  sold. 

PCGS  #008999 

Choice  1884-S  Double  Eagle 


1716  1884-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  subdued  lustre.  Nicely 
struck.  About  the  highest  grade  that  can  be  reasonably  expected 
for  1884-S  without  paying  a great  deal  more. 

PCGS  #009002 

Choice  1888-S  Double  Eagle 


1717  1888-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A lustrous  and  lightly  toned  specimen  of 
this  popular  variety.  The  toning  was  probably  more  in  the  nature 
of  what  might  be  called  “vault  grime,”  suggesting  that  proper 
conservation  could  probably  make  it  brilliant  overall.  That  said, 
the  piece  is  attractive  in  its  own  right  and  offers  much  potential. 
Relatively  few  have  been  graded  higher. 

PCGS  #009009 
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1718  1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lustrous  example  in  medium  yellow- 
orange  gold.  A nice  example  of  this  popular  issue. 

PCGS  #009012 


1719  1889-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Especially  attractive,  with  a sharp  strike, 
nice  lustre,  and  good  eye  appeal.  It  is  perhaps  a “poster  coin”  among 
late  19th-century  double  eagles — revealing  that  high  quality  and 
appearance  can  be  affordable.  Collecting  different  Liberty  Head  $20 
pieces  is  not  an  impossible  dream,  as  the  vast  majority  of  pieces  are 
quite  affordable. 

PCGS  #009012 


1720  1890  MS-62  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck,  exceptionally  so.  Rich 
lustre.  Bagmarks  are  fewer  than  typically  encountered  on  coins 
graded  MS-62.  Worthy  of  a second  or  even  a third  look. 

PCGS  #009013 
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Choice  1890-S  Double  Eagle 


1721  1890-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  especially  brilliant,  this 
1890-S  is  among  the  finest  certified  by  PCGS,  withjust  12  higher. 
A nice  combination  of  high  grade  and  excellent  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #009015 


1722  1891-S  MS-63  PL  (PCI).  Satiny  yellow  gold  with  decided  olive 
highlights.  Somewhat  prooflike  in  the  fields,  with  lightly  frosted 
motifs. 

PCGS  #009018 


1723  1893-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  with  satiny 
lustre.  A splendid  specimen  of  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  #009024 


1724  1896-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Undeniably  choice  for  the  grade.  The 
cartwheel  lustre  is  superb,  and  the  surfaces  play  host  to  only  minor 
marks. 

PCGS  #009030 
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1726  1898-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  with  satiny  lustre. 
Superb  eye  appeal.  A really  high-end  MS-63,  deserving  of  a bid 
significantly  better  than  usual  for  this  level. 

PCGS  #009034 


1727  1900-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  in  light  yellow  gold. 
Deeply  lustrous  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  #009038 


1728  1901-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A lovely,  lustrous  specimen  with  delicate 
toning.  Well  struck.  One  of  the  more  popular  varieties  within  the 
type. 

PCGS  #009040 


1725  1898-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  warm  yellow 
gold  surfaces.  Very  pleasing  to  the  eye. 

PCGS  #009034 
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1730  1903-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous.  A 
nice  example  of  this  popular  issue. 

PCGS  #009044 


1731  1903-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  and  lustrous.  A 
choice  example. 

PCGS  #009044 


Choice  1903-S  Double  Eagle 


1729  1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  A sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  highly 
lustrous  example  of  this  popular  early  20th-century  date.  Not  at 
all  rare  in  this  grade,  but  certainly  worth  having. 

PCGS  #009043 


1732  1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous,  this 
1904  double  eagle  has  been  otf  the  market  for  more  than  a quarter 
century.  Today  the  1904  is  one  of  the  most  available  of  all  double 
eagle  dates  in  this  era.  The  present  coin  may  thus  be  a good  con- 
sideration for  a type  set. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack's 
sale  of  March  1978,  Lot  500. 

PCGS  #009045 


1733  1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  honey  gold  with  bursts  of  orange 
and  peach  iridescence.  Delightfully  lustrous. 

PCGS  #009045 


Gem  1904-S  Double  Eagle 


1734  1904-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  very  attrac- 
tive. A nice  example  of  this  very  popular  San  Francisco  issue. 
PCGS  #009046 
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1735  1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Sharply  struck. 
An  attractive  example. 

PCGS  #009046 


1736  1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a hint  oflight 
toning.  Popular  date. 

PCGS  #009046 
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Splendid  Gem  Proof  1905  $20 
The  Clapp-Eliasberg  Specimen 
Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 

1737  1905  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  with 
traces  of  orange  over  deep  mirror  fields,  the  sort  one  would  ex- 
pect from  a gem  Proof  of  the  date.  The  rich  yellow  color  is  rarely 
encountered  on  Liberty  $20  Proofs  today,  from  a variety  of  reasons 
both  purposeful  and  accidental,  and  in  the  17  years  this  coin  has 
been  off  the  market  it  has  remained  an  extraordinary  and  vibrant 
specimen.  From  a Proof  mintage  of  92  pieces,  of  which  it  is  thought 
that  perhaps  30  to  35  can  be  traced  today.  Circulation  strikes  of  the 
1905  double  eagle  have  obtained  key  date  status  owing  to  their  low 
mintage  (58,919),  which  has  placed  some  pressure  upon  nice  Proofs; 
often  it  is  easier  to  obtain  a Proof  than  an  Uncirculated  example 
of  key  date  coins  in  U.S.  numismatics.  All  that  aside,  the  present 
coin  stands  as  one  of  the  two  finest  Proof  examples  of  the  date 
certified  thus  far  by  PCGS.  When  offered  by  Stack’s  in  October 
1988,  the  cataloguer  noted  “If  a finer  Proof  1905  double  eagle  exists 
than  this  one,  then  we  have  not  seen  it.”  Evidently,  PCGS  has  not 
seen  it  either.  In  its  unbroken  provenance  back  to  the  time  of  its 
mintage,  this  coin  has  never  been  out  of  the  hands  of  connoisseurs, 
and  we  suspect  that  only  the  most  quality  conscious  of  Proof  gold 
enthusiasts  will  appreciate  just  how  exceptional  and  valuable  this 
specimen  is. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  the 
U.S.  Mint  to  John  H.  Clapp  in  December  1905;  Clapp  estate  to  Louis 
E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  in  1942;  Bowers  and  Ruddy’s  sale  of  the  United  States 
Gold  Coin  (Eliasberg)  Collection,  October  1982,  Lot  1013;  Stack’s  sale 
of  October  1988,  Lot  165. 

PCGS  #009121 
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1738  1906  MS-62  (PCGS).  Warm  honey  gold  with  rich  rose  highlights 
and  softly  glowing  lustre.  From  a modest  mintage  for  the  date  of 
69,596  pieces. 

PCGS  #009049 

Choice  1906-S  $20  Gold 


1739  1906-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  with  deep,  rich  bril- 
liance, and  great  eye  appeal,  this  piece  will  be  just  right  for  you  if 
you  are  endeavoring  to  put  together  a set  of  different  dates  and 
mints  in  the  Liberty  Head  gold  series.  Not  many  1906-S  twenties 
are  this  attractive. 

PCGS  #009051 
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Choice  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief  $20 

America’s  Great  Classic 


2x  plwto 


1740  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 

lovely  example  of  this  great  classic,  sharply  struck,  and  far  above 
average  in  quality.  Some  contact  marks  are  seen  in  the  left  obverse 
field  but  perhaps  need  not  be  mentioned  as  the  grading  number 
may  take  care  of  them.  Otherwise,  the  piece  is  among  the  nicest  we 
have  seen.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  a rich  medium  gold  with 
satiny  lustre.  As  most  readers  know,  the  suggestion  for  this  issue 
came  from  Teddy  Roosevelt,  the  “rough  rider”  president,  whose 
vision  was  finally  brought  to  fruition  by  noted  sculptor  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens.  Saint-Gaudens  died  of  cancer  in  the  summer  of 
1907  before  he  ever  saw  the  finished  product;  the  final  design  was 
tempered  by  and  seen  through  by  Henry  Hering. 

PCGS  #009135 
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Beautiful  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


Exceptional  Eye  Appeal 


2 x photo 


Choice  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief  $20 

Nice  Eye  Appeal 


2x  photo 


1741  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 

lovely  specimen  with  exceptional  eye  appeal,  the  present  coin  is 
light  yellow  gold  with  mattelike  satiny  surfaces.  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  are  a joy  to  behold. 

Just  about  anyone  who  has  seriously  pursued  the  collecting  of  United 
States  coins  has  desired  to  own  an  example  of  the  famous  MCMVII  (1907) 
High  Relief  double  eagle,  the  triumph  of  art  in  the  Federal  series.  Every 
once  in  awhile  someone  takes  a survey  of  design  favorites,  and  usually  this 
particular  coin  is  at  or  near  the  top  of  the  list. 

PCGS  #009135 


1742  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 

lovely  specimen,  well  struck,  and  with  satiny  lustre.  A few  marks 
can  be  seen  under  magnification,  normal  for  the  MS-64  grade.  A 
lovely  example  of  one  of  the  great  classics. 

PCGS  #009135 
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Choice  MCMVII  (1907)  $20 


2 x photo 


1743  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Flat  Rim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 

lovely  example  of  America’s  favorite  coin — a choice  specimen  with 
rich  lustre,  well  struck,  and  nice  appearance  overall. 

This  is  the  so-called  Flat  Rim  variety,  of  which  about  4,000  are  said  to 
have  been  struck,  as  compared  to  about  8,000  of  the  normally,  seen  Wire  Rim 
variety.  While  we  have  yet  to  meet  any  double  eagle  specialist  who  desires 
one  of  each,  notice  is  made  of  them  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
and  other  popular  catalogues.  In  actuality,  although  4,000  seems  to  be  the 
figure  most  people  use,  we  would  not  be  surprised  if  the  true  figure  is  no 
more  than  half  that — based  upon  availability  in  the  present  market. 

PCGS  #009136 


Cite  oCcto  ^jork  Connoisseur’s  Collection  • SESSION  Two 

Choice  Mint  State  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


2x  photo 

1744  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-64  (NGC). 

A splendid  example,  approaching  gem  quality  in  many  respects. 
Bright  and  highly  lustrous  yellow  surfaces  have  a nearly  matte-like 
appearance,  and  the  high  relief  design  details  are  all  crisp  and  sharply 
accounted  for.  A coin  with  overall  eye  appeal  and  physical  quality 
that  is  well  worth  stretching  for,  as  it  is  better  to  pay  a little  bit  more 
than  typical  for  a beautiful  coin  now  than  to  repent  later. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities. 

PCGS  #009135 
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Pleasing  Choice  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


2 x photo 

1745  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 

richly  lustrous  medium  gold  specimen  with  delightful  orange  and 
peach  iridescence  in  the  protected  areas.  Another  beautiful  example 
ofSaint-Gaudens’  famous  and  desirable  double  eagle  design  type. 
Exemplary  for  the  grade,  with  several  attributes  of  a finer  designa- 
tion present. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities. 

PCGS  #009135 


Another  Lovely  MCMVII  $20 

Sharply  Struck  and  Very  Pleasing 


2 x photo 


1746  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Another  example  of  this  American  classic,  sharply  struck  with  satiny 
lustre,  and  excellent  eye  appeal.  The  popularity  of  these  never  goes 
out  of  style,  and  we  anticipate  great  bidding  interest. 

PCGS  #009135 
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Affordable  MCMVII  $20  Rarity 


2 x photo 


1747  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-62  (PCGS). 

The  MCMVII  High  Relief  is  America’s  favorite — everyone  loves 
it.  The  present  coin  is  sharply  struck,  lustrous,  and  very  attractive. 
As  it  is  graded  at  the  MS-62  level,  it  is  likely  to  be  much  more  af- 
fordable than  a higher  grade  piece,  although  we  believe  this  to  be 
at  the  upper  end  of  quality  within  the  assigned  number. 

PCGS  #009135 


Lustrous  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


2x  photo 

1748  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-62  (NGC). 

Sharply  struck  and  lustrous.  Light  yellow  gold.  A nice  example 
that  is  high  enough  to  be  free  of  major  problems,  but  low  enough 
in  grade  that  it  is  quite  affordable.  Check  it  out. 

PCGS  #009135 
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MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


such  as  this  is  very  seldom  seen  today.  To  be  technical,  there  are  a J 
few  stray  marks  in  the  field,  but  these  certainly  can  be  overlooked.  ' 
Here  is  another  coin  that  has  been  hidden  from  view  for  a long  j 
time — last  being  sold  in  the  glory  days  of  Lester  Merkin’s  auctions  j 
in  New  York  City,  October  1972. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Lester 
Merkin’s  sale  of  October  1972,  Lot  934. 

PCGS  #009141 


1751  1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 

nice  example  of  the  regular  date  issue,  called  “Arabic”  numerals 
for  some  strange  reason.  Exceptional  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #009141 


1752  1908  No  Motto.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely,  lustrous  example 
from  the  storied  Wells  Fargo  hoard.  Not  rare,  but  very  appealing 
and  great  to  own,  neatly  satisfying  the  requirement  for  this  short- 
lived design  type. 

PCGS  #009142 


2x  photo 

1749  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Flat  Rim.  MS-61  (NGC). 

Although  this  is  certified  as  the  Flat  Rim  variety,  to  our  eye  it  is 
an  example  of  the  usually  seen  variety  with  partial  Wire  Rim.  The 
obverse  and  reverse  are  light  yellow  gold,  lightly  cleaned  some 
time  ago,  it  would  seem,  but  quite  attractive.  A tiny  carbon  fleck 
is  seen  in  the  field  to  the  right  of  the  center.  This  piece  should  be 
examined  prior  to  bidding  as  its  overall  value  might  be  subject  to 
different  interpretations.  Another  example  of  one  of  America’s 
great  favorite  coins. 

PCGS  #009136 


1750  1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril- 
liant with  incredibly  beautiful  lustre  and  aesthetic  appeal,  far  finer 
in  these  respects  than  the  assigned  grade  might  suggest.  Quality 


1753  1908  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  lustrous  on 
both  sides  and  well  struck,  of  one  of  the  more  elusive  Philadelphia 
Mint  issues  of  the  era.  While  the  1908  No  Motto  is  represented  in 
spades  by  the  Wells  Fargo  hoard,  examples  of  the  1908  With  Motto, 
as  here,  come  on  the  market  relatively  infrequently,  and  are  where 
you  find  them.  The  present  coin  is  a nice  opportunity  for  both  the 
double  eagle  specialist  and  the  type  set  collector,  the  last  seeking 
an  example  of  the  inaugural  year  of  the  With  Motto  design. 

PCGS  #009147 
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Elusive  1908  With  Motto  $20 
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Elusive  1908-S  Double  Eagle 

Lowest  Mintage  in  the  Series 


1756 


Choice  1909-D  Double  Eagle 


Exceptional  Eye  Appeal 


1757 


1909-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  exceptional 
eye  appeal,  this  1909-D  will  be  just  right  for  a collection  at  the 
MS-64  level.  The  issue  is  quite  hard  to  find  in  a combination  of 
true  Mint  State  and  excellent  overall  quality. 

PCGS  #009152 
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1908-D  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  richly  lustrous. 
Nicely  struck.  A splendid  example  of  the  date,  type,  mint,  and 
assigned  grade. 

PCGS  #009148 


call  “vault  grime”  from  long  term  storage.  Careful  conservation 
by  experts  could  no  doubt  enhance  the  appearance  and  value  of 
this  remarkable  coin.  As  a key  to  the  series  this  will  attract  much 
attention. 

From  the  Park  Avenue  Collection. 

PCGS  #009149 


2x  photo 

1755  1908-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  With  a mintage  ofjust  22,000,  this  piece 
has  the  lowest  production  quantity  of  any  double  eagle  of  the  sixth 
type,  With  Motto,  as  struck  from  1908  through  1933.  Most  have 
disappeared,  with  the  result  that  examples  in  any  grade  are  scarce 
today.  The  offered  coin  is  lustrous  on  both  sides,  has  quite  a few 
bagmarks,  and  has  a bit  of  darkness  on  the  higher  areas,  what  some 

■, & 
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Key  1908-S  With  Motto  $20 


1908-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck  with  most  of  its  original 
lustre.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  pleasing  medium  gold. 

PCGS  #009149 
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1758  1909-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  golden  gem  with  robust  cart- 
wheel lustre  and  a hint  here  and  there  of  rich  rose  iridescence.  Much 
scarcer  in  gem  than  its  mintage  of  more  then  2.7  million  pieces 
indicates,  though  not  a great  rarity  by  any  stretch  of  the  imagination. 
Still,  quite  scarce  when  found  so  beautiful,  and  certain  to  draw  the 
attention  of  more  than  one  stalwart  bidder. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Bowers 
and  Ruddy’s  sale  of  the  United  States  Gold  Coin  Collection  (Eliasberg 
Collection),  October  1982,  Lot  1033. 

PCGS  #009153 


Satiny  Gem  1909-S  $20 
The  Eliasberg  Coin 


Gem  1909-S  Double  Eagle 


1759  1909-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A lustrous  example,  well  struck,  of  this 
popular  issue.  Some  bagmarks  are  seen  on  both  sides,  consistent 
with  modern  interpretations  of  the  MS-65  grade.  Relatively  few 
specimens  have  been  graded  this  high  or  above. 

PCGS  #009153 


Gem  1909-S  Double  Eagle 


1760  1909-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Well  struck  and  richly  lustrous  orange  and 

gold,  this  piece  must  have  been  selected  with  care  by  its  purchaser. 
Another  fine  consideration  for  anyone  who  bids  with  quality  in 
mind. 

PCGS  #009153 
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1761  1910  MS-64  (PCGS)  . Light  yellow  gold  surfaces  are  very  lustrous. 

Bagmarks  are  minimal  for  the  grade.  A nice  MS-64. 

PCGS  #009154 


1762  1910-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Exceptionally  brilliant  and  exception- 
ally lustrous,  and  well  struck,  this  piece  will  delight  you  if  you  are 
seeking  an  example  at  the  indicated  level.  Really  nice! 

PCGS  #009155 


Gem  1910-S  Double  Eagle 


1763  1910-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Among  the  higher 
graded  pieces  seen  by  NGC.  Contact  marks  are  seen  on  both  sides 
and  have  been  factored  into  the  grade. 

NGC  Census:  65;  7 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #009156 


Especially  Nice  1910-S  $20 


1764  1910-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  especially  nice  example  at  the  MS-64 
level,  this  piece  has  rich  toning,  is  warm  yellow  gold,  and  is  attrac- 
tive overall.  There  are  the  standard  bagmarks  to  be  expected  at  this 
grade  level,  but  most  are  hidden  among  elements  of  the  design. 

PCGS  #009156 
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1767  1910-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  Extensive 
bagmarks  on  both  sides,  fairly  evenly  distributed. 

PCGS  #009156 


1771  1912  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very  attractive.  An 

ideal  example  at  the  MS-63  level. 

Among  double  eagles  certified  as  MS-63,  most  dates  and  mints  of  this  era 
are  easily  collectible  and  relatively  inexpensive.  Quality  does  vary  and  in  re- 
cent years  there  has  been  a “gradeflation”  widely  discussed  in  popular  media. 
However,  with  some  care  in  buying,  nice  examples  can  be  acquired. 

PCGS  #009160 
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1765  1910-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A coin  with  the 
appeal  of  a slightly  higher  grade,  but  with  a couple  scratches  in  the 
right  obverse  field,  suggesting  that  the  MS-64  designation  is  about 
on  target.  Such  coins  were  meant  to  be  used,  and  extensively,  and 
were  not  handled  with  care  during  the  mintage  and  distribution 
process. 

PCGS  #009156 


1766  1910-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  especially  nice 
within  the  assigned  grade.  The  present  catalogue  offers  the  oppor- 
tunity to  add  to  or  to  begin  a set  of  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles  by 
date  and  mint,  something  within  the  reach  of  quite  a few  collectors 
so  far  as  the  early  part  of  this  series  goes  (1907  through  1916).  The 
later  years,  1920  onward,  are  studded  with  rarities,  but  still  include 
many  affordable  dates. 

PCGS  #009156 


1769  1910-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
PCGS  #009156 


Gem  1911-S  Double  Eagle 


1768  1910-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Marks  here  and 
there,  but  generally  attractive. 

PCGS  #009156 


1772  1912  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Normal  contact  marks 
on  both  sides. 

PCGS  #009160 


1770  1911-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Avery  nice  example  of  the  1911-S,  fully 
deserving  of  the  MS-65  attribution.  Some  contact  marks  are  vis- 
ible, but  in  the  minority.  The  fields  are  especially  attractive,  nearly 
mark  free,  and  have  a somewhat  matte  surface.  Light  yellow-orange 
gold. 

PCGS  #009159 
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1776  1913— S MS-64  (PCGS).  Warm  orange  gold  surfaces  with  consid- 
erable lustre.  The  low  mintage  ofjust  34,000  has  made  the  1913-S 
a magnet  for  many  years. 

oi 


It  seems  like  only  yesterday,  but  it  was  probably  in  the  1950s,  that  Ray 
Byrne,  just  beginning  his  numismatic  interest,  commissioned  us  to  find  a 
1913-S  $20  for  him,  representing  the  year  of  his  birth.  We  had  a difficult 
time  doing  this,  but  finally  accomplished  the  goal.  Back  then  there  were 
fewer  coins  from  overseas  hoards  available  on  the  market  than  are  now.  Even 
so,  the  1913-S  has  remained  elusive. 

PCGS  #009163 


1774  1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Contact  marks  as  ex- 
pected, but  still  fully  Mint  State.  Some  hints  of  iridescence  can  be 
seen. 

PCGS  #009161 

Gem  1913-D  $20 


1777  1914-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  lustrous,  and  with  good 
eye  appeal. 

PCGS  Population:  40;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

PCGS  #009165 


1773  1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  A lustrous  example  of  this  early  Saint- 
Gaudens  date.  Brilliant  with  subdued  lustre.  Tiny  copper  toning 
spot  in  the  right  obverse  field 
PCGS  #009161 


1775  1913-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  lovely,  by  old  fashioned 
MS-65  standards.  Warm  gold  surfaces  with  a hint  of  toning.  A 
beautiful  coin  to  contemplate  and  to  possibly  own. 

PCGS  #009162 


Low  Mintage  1913-S  $20 

Choice  Mint  State 


1778  1914-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  rich  gold 
surfaces.  A splendid  example  of  what  an  MS-65  should  be. 

PCGS  #009165 


1779  1914-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  of  the  1914-D  double 
eagle,  graded  MS-65  by  conservative  interpretations.  Lustrous  and 
attractive,  a coin  that  will  delight  the  successful  bidder. 

PCGS  #009165 


Superb  Mint  State  1914-D  $20 

Among  Finest  Graded 
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Superb  Gem  1914-S  $20 

Finest  PCGS  Grade 


1784  1914-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Nicely  struck.  A 
worthwhile  example  of  this  popular  San  Francisco  issue. 

PCGS  #009166 


1780  1914-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely,  lustrous  example  that  ranks  very 
high  in  the  PCGS  arrangement  of  certified  coins.  Sharply  struck, 
brilliant,  and  with  rich  lustre.  A few  scattered  bagmarks  are  normal. 
Relatively  scarce  at  this  high  level. 

PCGS  #009166 


1781  1914-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely,  lustrous  example  of  the  1914-S, 
one  of  the  more  popular  issues  in  the  series.  The  fields  are  deeply 
frosty.  Some  contact  marks  are  seen  here  and  there,  particularly  at 
the  obverse  center,  this  being  normal. 

PCGS  #009166 


1782  1914-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous.  A 
very  nice  example  of  an  MS-65,  perhaps  nice  enough  to  be  called 
MS-66  today — with  modern  interpretations  considered. 

PCGS  #009166 


1785  1915— S MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliantand  lustrous.  Some  surface  marks 
here  and  there,  as  might  be  expected  from  today’s  interpretations 
of  MS-65. 

PCGS  #009168 

Gem  1916-S  $20  Gold 

Among  Finest  Certified 


1786  1916-S  MS-66  (NGC).  A high-grade  specimen,  one  of  the  finest 
graded  by  NGC.  Rich  lustre  on  both  sides.  Some  contact  marks 
are  seen  in  the  field,  and  a tiny  copper  toning  area  is  at  the  upper 
left  of  the  reverse.  This  represents  the  last  of  the  double  eagle  issues 
until  1920. 

PCGS  #009169 


1783  1914-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  very  attrac- 
tive. 

PCGS  #009166 


1787  1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  very  lustrous. 
A significantly  above  average  example  of  this  date  and  mint.  Quite 
scarce  at  this  level — and  well  worth  a strong  bid. 

PCGS  #009169 
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Choice  Mint  State  1920  $20 


1788  1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  some  splashes 
of  iridescence.  Higher  quality  than  typically  seen. 

PCGS  #009170 

Choice  1920  Double  Eagle 


1789  1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Both  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  this  lovely 
1920  are  well  struck  and  are  richly  lustrous.  Light  toning  adds  to 
the  beauty  of  what  is  one  of  the  finest  examples  in  existence  of  this 
particular  date  and  mint. 

PCGS  #009170 


1790  1922  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lustrous  example  with  light  iridescent 
toning.  Well  struck.  Somewhat  scarce  at  this  grade  level. 

PCGS  #009173 

1791  1923-D  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS-64,  “altered  surface.”  A 
bright  and  lustrous  honey  gold  example  of  this  popular  Denver 
Mint  issue.  The  overall  eye  appeal  suggests  MS-64  at  the  very  least, 
though  the  surfaces  may  have  been  lightly  altered  at  one  time. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Winner  F.  Delp  Collection,  November  1972,  Lot  895. 

PCGS  #009176 


1794  1925-D  MS-63  (NGC)  . There  is  something  special  about  double 
eagles  of  the  1920s.  At  one  time  the  series  was  sprinkled  with 
almost  impossible  rarities — with  issues  such  as  1924-S  and  1926-S 
considered  rarer  than  even  the  legendary  1804  silver  dollar.  Then 
the  floodgates  opened,  overseas  bank  vaults  were  tapped,  and  many 
issues  became  available,  although  remaining  somewhat  scarce.  The 
1925-D  is  among  these.  Once  pieces  were  so  scarce  that  only  great 
collections  had  them.  Today,  the  population  is  in  the  hundreds,  still 
elusive,  but  within  reach. 

The  present  coin  is  a very  nice  MS-63,  well  struck,  with  rich 
lustre,  and  with  relatively  few  contact  marks.  Quality  is  important 
and,  believe  us,  it  really  can  vary,  and  widely,  within  a given  grade. 
Because  of  this  we  spend  a great  deal  of  effort  in  our  catalogues  to 
give  more  than  simply  the  designation  on  a “slab.”  For  the  specialist, 
the  present  1925-D  will  be  a great  find. 

PCGS  #009181 


Choice  and  Rare  1925-D  $20 

Exceptional  Lustre 


1792  1924  MS-66  (NGC).  Graded  MS-66  by  NGC,  this  piece  is  fully 
lustrous  on  both  sides.  Some  contact  marks  can  be  seen  here  and 
there. 

PCGS  #009177 


1793  1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  on  both  sides.  Contact  marks  can 
be  seen  but  are  mostly  masked  by  lightly  toned  surfaces.  About  par 
on  the  market  today. 

PCGS  #009177 
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Rare  1925-D  $20  Gold 


1795  1925-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lustrous  specimen  with  light  toning 
on  both  sides.  A choice  piece  that  has  not  been  brightened  in  any 
way. 

PCGS  #009181 


Highly  Important  1925-S  $20 


2x  photo 


1796  1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Following  the  pattern  of  the  1925-D, 
the  1925-S,  even  scarcer,  and  considerably  so,  was  once  almost 
impossible  to  fmd.  Today  in  2006  there  are  a few  hundred  of  them 
around,  but  not  many  have  this  combination  of  grading  number, 
lustre,  and  eye  appeal. 


(the  g/VfW  ^)otk  Connomeui '.s  Collection  • SESSION  J WO 


Although  the  1927-D  remains  elusive,  with  fewer  than  20 
different  examples  traced,  all  other  date  and  mintmark  issues  of 
the  1920s  come  on  the  market  with  some  frequency.  However, 
there  are  surprises.  The  1920-S  and  1921  are  apt  to  be  seen  less 
often  in  high  grades  than  the  publicized  1927-D.  However,  lower 
grade  examples  are  available  of  these  two  issues,  making  the  overall 
population  greater. 

Although  there  are  always  surprises  in  numismatics,  it  is  likely 
that  the  vast  majority  of  overseas  bank  hoards  have  been  searched 
for  double  eagles,  and  that  relatively  little  remains  to  discover  in  the 
way  of  rare  dates  and  mints.  Accordingly,  a coin  such  as  this  is  apt 
to  become  even  more  highly  prized  as  the  years  pass  and  as  interest 
in  numismatics  grows. 

PCGS  #009182 


1797  1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  sharply  struck,  and 
significantly  above  average.  A high-level  MS-65. 

PCGS  #009183 

Frosty  Gem  1927  Double  Eagle 


1798  1927  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  deep  honey  gold  with 
decided  olive  highlights.  Just  a dozen  example  of  this  otherwise 
common  date  have  been  certified  finer  than  the  present  gem  by 
PCGS. 

PCGS  #009186 
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1799  1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  delicate  irides- 
cent toning.  A very  attractive  example. 

PCGS  #009186 


1800  1927  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  A very 
worthwhile  specimen  of  this  popular  date. 

PCGS  #009186 


1801  1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A bit  finer  than 
typically  seen  at  MS-63  as  this  is  an  early  certification  by  PCGS. 
PCGS  #009186 


1803  1928  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and 
delightful  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #009189 


1802  1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  A few 
contact  marks  are  seen  on  the  obverse  and  no  doubt  were  considered 
by  the  grading  experts. 

PCGS  #009189 
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The  Richard  Iewell  Collection  of  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 


On  the  pages  to  follow  we  present  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection  of 
Classic  United  States  Commemorative  Coins,  these  comprising  silver 
issues  from  this  remarkable  era  of  diverse  designs.  The  first  such  com- 
memoratives  were  produced  in  1892  in  connection  with  the  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition,  and  the  last  in  1954,  as  the  curtain  came  down 
on  the  Carver-Washington  series.  In  between  these  borders,  48  differ- 
ent types  of  silver  half  dollars  were  produced  which, 
if  expanded  (as  here),  with  the  addition  of  dates  and 
mintmarks,  comprises  142  varieties.  In  addition, 
the  1893  Isabella  quarter  and  1900  Lafayette  dollar 
are  part  of  this  illustrious  group. 

Richard  C.  Jewell,  connoisseur  extraordinaire, 

| favored  us  a couple  years  ago  with  his  marvelous 
collection  of  $3  gold  coins,  presented  at  auction 
in  March  2005,  the  pieces  created  a lot  of  atten- 
tion, sold  for  record  prices,  and  are  highly  prized 
today  by  those  fortunate  enough  to  acquire  them, 
i A related  book,  The  United  States  $3  Gold  Pieces 
}'  1854-1889,  was  written  by  our  own  Q.  David 

Bowers  in  cooperation  with  Douglas  Winter,  itself 
a useful  reference. 

Now,  another  marvelous  collection  from  the 
same  consignor  is  offered.  Quality  is  the  byword, 

» with  ultra-high  grades  being  the  rule,  not  the 
exception,  combined  with  attractive  toning  and 
other  aesthetic  appeal.  The  net  result  is  a collection 
| which  has  had  few  peers  in  the  entire  history  of 
numismatics!  The  key  word  for  you  is  opportunity, 
t A number  of  these  are  sufficiently  rare  in  terms  of 
certified  listings  that  many  years  may  elapse  before 
similar  pieces  are  offered.  Even  when  coins  of  like 
grades  are  presented,  the  chances  that  they  will  have 
superb  eye  appeal  are  minimal.  High  grade  can  be 
one  thing  and  superb  eye  appeal  another,  and  the 
if  twain  often  do  not  meet.  The  Jewell  Collection  is 
it;  an  exception. 

Silver  commemorative  coins  from  the  Classic 
Era  are  wonderfully  appealing.  Each  one  has  its  own 
story  to  tell.  Certain  anecdotes  and  observations  are 
given  under  the  descriptions  to  follow,  but  these  are 
simply  the  tip  of  the  iceberg.  Likely,  a book  could 
be  written  on,  for  example,  the  Boone  Bicenten- 
nial half  dollars  from  1934  through  1938,  or  the 
Oregon  Trail  Memorial  half  dollars  from  1926 
through  1939.  Perhaps  the  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins  addresses  the  appeal  of  such  coins  as 
| well  as  any  well-known  guide: 

Commemorative  coins  have  been  popular  since 
the  days  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  in  the  beginning 
they  served  to  record  and  honor  important  events, 
and  in  the  absence  of  newspapers  they  proved  highly 
useful  in  passing  along  news  of  the  day. 

Many  modern  nations  have  issued  commemora- 


tive coins,  and  such  pieces  are  highly  esteemed  by  collectors.  No  na- 
tion has  surpassed  the  United  States  when  it  comes  to  commemorative 
coins. 

The  unique  position  occupied  by  commemoratives  in  United  States 
coinage  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that,  with  few  exceptions,  all  com- 
memorative coins  have  real  historical  significance.  The  progress  and 
advance  of  people  in  the  New  World  are  presented 
in  an  interesting  and  instructive  manner  on  the 
commemorative  issues.  Such  a record  of  facts  artis- 
tically presented  on  U.S.  gold  and  silver  memorial 
issues  appeals  strongly  to  the  collector  who  favors 
the  historical  side  of  numismatics.  It  is  the  historical 
features  of  the  commemoratives,  in  fact,  that  create 
interest  among  many  people  who  would  otherwise 
have  little  interest  in  coins. 

It  is  seen  that  commemoratives  in  the  Jewell 
Collection  combine  incredible  history  as  well 
as  high  numerical  grade  as  well  as  aesthetic  ap- 
peal. There  is  one  other  aspect  that  might  well 
be  mentioned:  the  current  market  opportunity. 
Time  was  in  1989  and  1990  when  “Wall  Street 
money”  was  said  to  be  about  to  cascade  into  the 
coin  market.  In  anticipation,  prices  of  many  coins, 
including  commemoratives,  doubled,  tripled,  or 
increased  even  more.  Some  Wall  Street  funds  did 
land  in  numismatics,  such  as  an  investment  fund 
sponsored  by  Merrill  Lynch,  to  mentionjust  one. 
The  sizzle  faded  after  1990,  as  investors  who  were 
not  really  interested  in  coins  turned  their  empha- 
sis elsewhere.  Commemoratives  plummeted  in 
price.  Gem  pieces  that  may  have  sold  for  $1,000 
in  1990  dropped  to  fractions  of  that  level. 

Today  in  2006,  the  market  for  commemora- 
tive coins  is  nearly  completely  numismatic.  Buyers 
dearly  appreciate  them  for  what  they  are.  From  a 
historical  aspect,  today’s  values,  even  for  such  high 
grades  as  MS-65  and  MS-66,  seem  to  be  bargains 
in  retrospect.  While  we  may  not  live  long  enough 
to  see  certain  of  the  bubble  prices  of  1990,  it  is 
interesting  to  pay  a price  today  and  contemplate 
that  years  ago  a similar  coin  might  have  required 
a considerably  greater  expenditure. 

Another  aspect  of  the  commemorative  market 
is  that  numismatic  interest  tends  to  run  in  cycles. 
Collectors  get  very  excited  about  commemora- 
tives, prices  go  up,  and  then  the  passion  fades,  and 
prices  go  down.  However,  in  the  long  term  the 
commemorative  market  has  been  like  a straight 
saw  blade  on  edge,  going  upward.  Within  the 
numismatic  market  (not  including  Wall  Street 
interest),  each  low  has  been  followed  by  higher 
prices  than  previously.  Such  activities  can  be  well 
charted  from  the  first  commemorative  boom  of 
1935-1936  down  to  the  present  era. 
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High-Grade  1893  Isabella  Quarter 

Among  the  Finest  Graded 


1804  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-67  (NGC).  An  extraordinary  speci- 
men of  this  popular  variety,  the  present  coin  is  rich  silver  at  the 
centers,  framed  by  a halo  of  iridescent  blue  and  magenta.  Some 
contact  marks  are  seen,  particularly  in  the  left  obverse  field,  but 
are  mostly  disguised  by  the  patination.  A very  attractive  example 
that  is  among  the  finest  graded  by  NGC. 

The  Board  ofLady  Managers  of  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  did 
not  plan  ahead,  and  the  Isabella  quarter  was  created  almost  as  an  afterthought, 
not  authorized  until  early  in  the  same  year.  In  contrast,  serious  planning  for 
the  1892  and  1893  Columbian  half  dollars  commenced  prior  to  1892. 

Beginning  in  the  summer,  Isabella  quarters  were  offered  for  sale  for  $1 
each  in  the  Women’s  Building  at  the  exposition.  There  was  virtually  no 
publicity  concerning  them,  and  no  doubt  the  majority  of  fairgoers  were  not 
even  aware  of  their  existence.  Those  who  did  come  to  see  the  small  display 
were  often  dissuaded  trom  spending  a dollar,  as  the  Columbian  50-cent 
piece,  or  twice  the  face  value,  cost  the  same  amount  and  seemed  to  be  a better 
buy.  The  result  was  that  after  the  fair,  large  quantities  remained  unsold  and 
thousands  were  returned  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  melted.  Mrs.  Potter 
Palmer,  leading  light  of  the  Board  of  Lady  Managers,  personally  bought 
10,000  of  them.  The  last  resulted  in  a floating  supply  later  purchased,  at  least 
in  part,  by  S.C.  Stevens,  Chicago  dealer,  and  by  others  as  well.  Quantities 
of  this  particular  commemorative  coin  were  readily  available  on  the  market 
for  many  years  afterward.  However,  when  the  commemorative  boom  of 
1935-1936  occurred,  remaining  caches  were  widely  dispersed.  Since  that 
time,  such  coins  are  usually  seen  one  at  a time.  More  often  than  not  they 
are  Mint  State,  but  usually  in  less  than  gem  preservation. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009220 


Splendid  1893  Isabella  Quarter 


1805  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Another  jewel  from  the 
Jewell  Collection,  this  lovely  1893  Isabella  quarter  has  attractive 


toning  somewhat  in  the  Florentine  style,  darker  around  the  let- 
ters, lighter  in  the  fields,  and  overall  a mixture  of  brown  and  gray, 
splashed  with  hints  of  gold  and  electric  blue. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009220 


Gem  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 

Superb  Eye  Appeal 


1806  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  of 
the  Lafayette  dollar,  the  present  coin  checks  in  at  the  rather  elusive 
MS-65  grade  and,  beyond  that,  has  superb  eye  appeal.  Both  sides 
are  lustrous  and  attractive,  brilliant  with  a hint  of  golden  toning. 
Under  magnification  a few  marks  can  be  seen  here  and  there,  in 
keeping  with  the  grade.  Among  commemorative  silver  coins,  the 
Lafayette  dollar  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  to  find  in  a combination 
of  high  grade,  with  relatively  few  bagmarks,  and  excellent  aesthetic 
quality.  Such  a coin  is  now  offered. 

The  Lafayette  silver  dollar  was  minted  in  one  day,  December  14,  1899, 
at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  this  being  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  death  of 
George  Washington.  When  queried  about  prestriking  the  coins,  for  it  was 
not  yet  1900,  the  date  on  the  coin,  the  Mint  took  the  position  that  the  date 
did  not  represent  the  striking  at  all  but,  simply,  observed  the  year  that  the 
Paris  Exposition  was  held,  this  being  noted  on  the  reverse.  By  this  logic 
the  present  coin  is  dateless.  Such  little  sidelights  are  interesting  in  the  col- 
lecting of  the  series. 

The  1900  Lafayette  dollar  is  very  unusual,  indeed  unique  among  coin- 
age of  its  era,  for  the  dies  were  made  by  hand.  The  motifs  were  impressed 
on  the  obverse  and  reverse,  and  then  by  use  of  hand  punches  the  dates  and 
numerals  were  added  around  the  border — in  the  old-style  process  generally 
in  use  in  the  1830s  and  before,  but  long  obsolete  by  1899.  The  reason  for 
doing  this  is  not  clear  today,  but  probably  was  one  of  expediency.  A number 
of  die  pairs  were  needed,  and  quickly,  and  the  normal  hubbing  and  master 
die  process  was  bypassed.  Accordingly,  this  is  the  only  commemorative  coin 
that  can  be  collected  today  by  die  variety! 

Expectations  for  the  sale  of  the  Lafayette  dollar  were  very  high,  and 
50,000  were  struck.  However,  only  36,000  eventually  reached  distribution, 
including  many  sold  by  school  children  for  $2  each.  Bags  ot  such  coins  lan- 
guished in  a vault  in  the  Treasury  Building  in  Washington,  DC,  until  the 
early  1940s,  when  they  were  melted.  This  is  remarkable,  for  by  that  time  the 
coins  had  significant  numismatic  value  and  would  have  been  easily  marketed 
at  a profit.  Aubrey  Bebee,  the  Chicago  (later  Omaha)  dealer  who  was  a 
specialist  in  commemoratives  in  the  1940s,  heard  a rumor  of  these  bags  and 
contacted  the  Treasury,  but  found  they  had  just  been  melted.  Too  bad. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009222 
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Superb  Gem  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 

2X2  on  Obverse 


1807  1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Checking  in  as  one  of 

the  finest  graded  by  PCGS  (only  five  higher),  this  1921  Alabama 
halt  dollar,  the  variety  with  2X2  in  the  right  obverse  field,  is 
certainly  one  ot  the  nicest  to  come  on  the  market  in  recent  times. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  richly  and  deeply  lustrous,  overlaid 
with  light  golden  toning.  Quality  such  as  this  is  very  difficult  to 
obtain,  as  the  1921  Alabama  half  dollars  were  minted,  run  through 
a counting  machine,  tossed  into  bags,  and  were  not  handled  with 
care.  The  same  can  be  said  of  other  commemoratives  of  the  era.  It 
was  not  until  the  1930s  that  numismatists  cautioned  the  Treasury 
Department  to  be  more  careful.  Even  so,  many  commemorative 
half  dollars  of  the  1935-1936  era  are  rather  baggy. 

PCGS  Population:  55;  5 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

The  obverse  depicts  two  governors  of  Alabama.  Bibb  and  Kilby,  one 
the  governor  in  1819  and  the  other  the  governor  in  1919,  the  latter  year 
being  the  actual  time  of  the  centennial.  This  particular  coin  is  rather  illogical 
inasmuch  as  the  centennial  is  observed  and  was  the  reason  for  its  issuance, 
per  a description  on  the  reverse,  but  it  was  not  struck  until  1921 — a date 
with  no  particular  significance. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009225 


Superb  Gem  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 

“Plain”  Obverse 


1808  1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen, 
richly  lustrous,  of  the  variety  without  2X2  in  the  obverse  field. 
Both  sides  are  brilliant  and  attractive.  Quite  scarce  in  this  grade, 
as  evidenced  by  the  PCGS  population  which  shows  a single  piece 
being  certified  finer  than  that  offered  here. 

PCGS  Population:  61;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009224 


Finest  1936  Albany  Half  Dollar 
Solo  PCGS  MS-68 


1809  1936  Albany.  MS-68  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  indeed  incom- 
parable from  the  standpoint  of  grade  assigned  by  the  highly  regarded 
PCGS,  of  one  of  the  more  popular  commemoratives  of  the  1930s. 
Created  by  Gertrude  K.  Lathrop,  the  motifs  remember  the  charter- 
ing of  Albany  in  1686.  On  the  reverse  is  a beaver  gnawing  a maple 
branch.  It  is  said  that  the  artist  kept  a live  beaver  in  her  studio  while 
designing  the  coin.  A splendid  piece,  both  sides  have  light  golden 
toning  with  some  hints  of  magenta — -just  right  for  anyone  who 
appreciates  artistic  patination. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer. 

Although  commemorative  half  dollars  had  been  issued  since  the  1892 
World’s  Columbian  Exposition  coin,  the  passion  for  such  pieces  reached 
an  intense  level  in  autumn  1935,  generating  a veritable  panorama  of  dif- 
ferent varieties  in  the  following  year,  1936.  The  Albany  half  dollar  was 
one  of  these. 


From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
the  Bruce  Scher  Collection,  February  2005,  Lot  4142. 

PCGS  #009227 
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1810  1936  Albany.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Another  lovely  Albany  half  dol- 
lar, this  piece  is  shy  one  point  of  the  preceding.  Brilliant  with  rich 
lustrous  surfaces  highlighted  by  just  a whisper  of  golden  toning. 
The  striking  is  superb. 

PCGS  Population:  74;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Fleritage’s  sale  of 
the JFS  Collection,  August  2004,  Lot  4204. 

PCGS  #009227 


Vivid  1937  Antietam  Half  Dollar 


1811  1937  Antietam.  MS-68  (NGC).  A lustrous  example  with  mottled 
toning,  vivid  splashes  of  gray,  magenta  and  gold,  most  prominent  on 
the  reverse.  Ideal  for  anyone  putting  together  a colorful  collection 
of  these  interesting  pieces. 

NGC  Census:  10;  8 finer  (MS-69  finest). 

By  1937  the  commemorative  half  dollar  excitement  had  faded  dra- 
matically, but  several  issues  were  still  in  the  pipeline,  including  the  1937 
Antietam,  one  of  relatively  few  issued  that  year. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009229 


1812  1937  Antietam.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 
nuance  of  gold  toning  on  both  sides.  Well  struck  and  with  superb 
eye  appeal.  The  present  piece  ranks  very  high  in  the  PCGS  roster, 
with  just  13  graded  finer,  all  MS-68. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009229 


Finest  Grade  1935-D  Arkansas 


1813  1935  Arkansas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  ofhigh  qual- 
ity, exceeded  byjust  10  others  in  the  PCGS  roster,  these  being  only 
a point  higher.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  richly  lustrous  with 
delicate  lilac  toning.  The  striking  is  excellent. 

The  Arkansas  half  dollar  is  one  of  the  more  difficult  commemorative 
coins  to  acquire  in  superb  gem  grade.  Years  ago,  when  grading  interpretations 
were  tighter  than  they  are  now — 1986  and  1987 — about  the  highest  grade 
Arkansas  that  could  be  reasonably  expected  was  an  MS-64.  Today,  things 
are  a bit  more  liberal,  but  at  the  MS-66  level,  the  present  piece  can  certainly 
be  called  rare.  However,  this  general  scenario  is  not  known  by  many  people, 
with  the  result  that  the  market  price  is  relatively  modest. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009233 


1814  1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Assigned  MS-67,  the  high- 
est grade  given  by  PCGS  to  any  Arkansas  coin  of  this  variety,  the 
present  piece  has  some  peers,  but  none  finer.  As  noted  earlier, 
Arkansas  half  dollars  are  very  elusive  in  grades  of  MS-65  or  higher, 
such  pieces  constituting  but  a tiny  fraction  of  those  remaining  in 
existence. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  present  piece  are  richly  lustrous 
with  lightly  mottled  golden  and  brown  toning.  As  is  true  of  other 
specimens  in  the  Jewell  Collection,  the  present  piece  was  hand 
selected  for  quality  and  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  Population:  34;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009234 


1815 


Highest  Grade  1935-S  Arkansas 


1935-S  Arkansas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with  light 
lilac  and  blue  toning,  this  coin  joins  a few  others  at  the  MS-67  level, 
but  with  none  graded  higher.  Beyond  this  enticing  number,  the 
present  piece  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  of  any  Arkansas  halt 
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dollar,  perhaps  worthy  of,  shall  we  say,  MS-68?  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  are  a nice  mixture  of  lilac  and  heather  with  some  hints  of 
twilight  blue. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  none  finer. 

The  Arkansas  Centennial  half  dollars  were  among  several  exploitative 
series  of  the  1930s,  the  most  egregious  being  the  Boone  Bicentennial,  which 
extended  front  1934  through  1938.  Although  the  Arkansas  Centennial  would 
be  properly  observed  in  the  year  1936,  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  admis- 
sion of  the  state  to  the  Union,  the  proposers  jumped  the  gun  and  produced 
varieties  dated  1935 — not  just  one,  but  from  three  different  mints.  The 
centennial  year  came  and  went,  but  the  Arkansas  coins  kept  being  produced 
until  1939.  After  1936  the  coins  did  not  find  a ready  sale,  despite  efforts  and 
hyperbole.  The  issue  of  1939,  of  which  just  2,100  were  sold,  was  a disgrace. 
The  distributor  claimed  that  the  issue  had  been  “sold  out,”  when  he  still 
had  pieces  on  hand.  Many  complaints  were  registered  by  numismatists  who 
would  not  have  minded  acquiring  one  Arkansas  half  dollar  for  the  centennial, 
but  resisted  being  forced  to  get  three  different  each  year  over  a long  span 
of  years  in  order  to  keep  their  collections  complete.  Specifically  because  of 
the  abuses  of  the  Arkansas  half  dollar,  Congress  terminated  commemorative 
coinage  after  1939.  No  more  were  produced  until  the  Iowa  and  Booker  T. 
Washington  coins  of  1946.  The  B.T.W.  half  dollars  had  their  own  prob- 
lems— poor  sales,  unattractive  coins  with  many  bagmarks,  and  so  on.  The 
series  wound  down  in  1954,  by  which  time,  under  the  same  authorization, 
the  design  had  been  changed  to  the  Carver-Washington  motif.  The  Treasury 
was  dead  set  against  any  commemoratives  after  this  time.  Despite  pleas  from 
the  numismatic  community,  a generation  came  and  went  without  any  further 
issues.  Finally,  with  a new  mind  set,  the  Mint  produced  commemoratives 
again  in  1982,  to  observe  the  250th  anniversary  ofWashington’s  birth.  From 
that  point  to  the  present  time,  many  commemoratives  have  been  issued,  all 
by  the  government  (not  by  private  individuals  or  commissions  as  before). 
As  might  be  expected,  designs  have  ranged  from  good  to  bad  to  indifferent, 
mintages  have  been  high  and  low,  and  collector  reception  has  ranged  from 
lukewarm  to  intense — a panorama  of  different  situations  which  makes  these 
later  pieces  quite  interesting  in  themselves. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009235 


1816 


Remarkable  1936  Arkansas  Half  Dollar 

Highest  PCGS  Grade 


1936  Arkansas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Another  exceptional  Arkansas 
half  dollar,  this  piece  has  the  highest  grade  assigned  by  PCGS,  MS- 
67,  with  relatively  few  keeping  it  company.  Finding  high-grade 
Arkansas  half  dollars  is  one  of  the  greatest  challenges  for  any  series 
in  the  1930s. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  lightly  toned  golden  brown,  with 
splashes  of  brown  around  the  rims.  How  refreshing  it  is  to  see  an 
old-time  coin  that  has  not  been  dipped,  brightened,  or  otherwise 
“improved.” 

PCGS  Population:  6;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  oj 
the JFS  Collection,  August  2004,  Lot  4211. 

PCGS  #009237 


Memorable  1936-D  Arkansas 

Finest  PCGS  Grade 


1817  1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Keeping  in  step  with  other 
Arkansas  pieces  in  this  collection,  the  present  piece  combines  ex- 
ceptionally high  grade  and  marvelous  eye  appeal.  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  are  richly  lustrous  with  delicate  blue,  gold,  and  iridescent 
toning — a treat  to  the  eye.  If  a nicer  1936-D  Arkansas  half  dollar 
exists,  we  haven’t  seen  it! 

PCGS  Population:  16;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
the  JFS  Collection,  August  2004,  Lot  4212. 

PCGS  #009238 


1818  1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely,  lustrous  specimen, 
this  coin  stands  among  the  highest  certified  by  PCGS,  and  yet  has 
a current  market  value,  per  conventional  wisdom,  in  the  hundreds 
of  dollars.  Perhaps  a coin  like  this  epitomizes  the  quality  and  rarity 
available  in  the  commemorative  marketplace  to  anyone  who  takes 
the  time  to  check  historic  price  levels  (compare  it  to  the  market 
peak  in  1990)  as  well  as  certification  reports. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  lustrous  with  a mixture  of  light 
brown  and  gold.  Some  scattered  surface  marks  are  seen  under 
magnification,  consistent  with  this  grade,  but  are  mostly  masked 
by  the  patination.  A lovely  coin  that  is  deserving  of  a home  in  a 
high  quality  collection. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009239 


1819 


1937  Arkansas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  silver 
surfaces  with  just  a hint  of  golden  toning,  primarily  around  the 
borders.  Well  struck  and  with  excellent  eye  appeal,  this  piece  earned 
its  place  in  the  Jewell  Collection  and  will  be  equally  admired  by  its 
next  owner. 

By  1937  the  mintage  was  in  sharp  decline,  and  just  5,500  sets  were  sold 
this  year.  From  the  standpoint  of  potential  value,  contemplate  what  a gem 
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Mint  State  commemorative  halt  dollar  would  be  worth  today  if  perchance 
a 2006  issue  were  produced  with  just  5.500  coins!  Probably  such  a piece 
would  cross  the  S 1,000  mark. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009241 


1820 


1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
light  golden  toning,  almost  imperceptible,  on  both  sides.  Well 
struck.  Another  commemorative  half  dollar  of  exceptional  qual- 
ity. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009242 


1821  1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  and  gray  toning 
over  lustrous  surfaces.  Another  attractive  Arkansas  half  dollar,  one 
ofjust  5,500  distributed,  and  one  of  only  a few  dozen  certified  by 
PCGS  at  this  grade  level. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009243 


1822 


1938  Arkansas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Attractive  iridescent,  actually 
light  rainbow  hues,  over  lustrous  silvery  surfaces.  A splendid  ex- 
ample of  the  1938  Philadelphia  Mint  Arkansas  half  dollar,  ofwhich 
just  3,100  were  distributed.  A rarity  by  any  accounting,  the  1938 
is  especially  so  at  this  lofty  level,  with  only  seven  graded  higher  by 
PCGS. 


From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 
PCGS  #009245 


Ultra-Grade  1938-D  Arkansas 

Peak  of  the  PCGS  Roster 


1823  1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  With  none  finer  in  sight, 
and  just  a few  at  the  present  level,  this  1938-D  is  one  of  the  finest 
of  the  variety  in  existence  today.  Beyond  this  elegant  number,  the 
present  piece  has  gorgeous  eye  appeal — rich  silver  surfaces  with 
light  golden  toning  and  some  splashes  of  iridescence.  The  low 
distribution  figure  ofjust  3,150  pieces  adds  further  to  the  appeal 
of  what  is  truly  a memorable  coin. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009246 


1824  1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  No  finer  1938-S  Arkansas  half 
dollar  has  come  under  the  eyes  of  the  graders  at  PCGS,  although  at 
the  MS-66  level  there  are  a number  of  companions  to  the  present 
piece.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  simply  gorgeous — richly  and 
deeply  lustrous  with  a hint  of  golden  toning.  An  elegant  example 
of  this  rare  issue. 

PCGS  Population:  50;  none  finer. 

It  will  be  noted  from  reviewing  price  guides  that  among  Arkansas  com- 
memorative half  dollars,  and  also  true  for  many  others  in  this  series  as  well, 
there  is  a tremendous  jump  in  value  between  MS-66  and  the  next  highest 
theoretical  level,  MS-67.  Often  an  MS-66  coin  will  sell  for  just  a fraction  of 
MS-67.  While  a coin  graded  MS-67  is  an  object  of  great  desire  for  someone 
filling  out  a Registry  Set  or  entering  a competition,  or  anyone  with  a great 
deal  of  money  to  spend,  at  the  same  time  MS-66  offers  a great  deal  of  old 
fashioned  value  for  the  price  paid.  When  forming  a commemorative  set  these 
things  are  certainly  worth  considering.  Above  all,  in  addition  to  whatever 
number  a coin  may  have,  a piece  should  be  inspected  for  its  striking,  lustre, 
and  overall  eye  appeal.  While  for  coins  in  the  Jewell  Collection  you  could 
almost  buy  them  “sight  unseen”  because  they  were  hand  picked  by  the 
consignor,  in  the  real  market  elsewhere  this  is  not  at  all  the  case,  and  great 
care  is  recommended. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009247 
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1825  1939  Arkansas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  of  the  last 
and  rarest  year  of  the  Arkansas  half  dollar,  part  of  a set  of  which  just 
2,104  were  distributed.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  a satiny  silver 
with  a nuance  of  heather — absolutely  gorgeous! 

PCGS  Population:  38;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009249 


Superb  Gem  1939-D  Arkansas 

Among  Finest  Known 


1826  1939-D  Arkansas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  With  just  three  others  at  this 
level  and  one  a point  finer,  the  present  1939-D  Arkansas  ranks  as 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence  today.  Beyond  that,  and  equally 
important,  the  coin  is  of  superb  eye  appeal,  with  rich  silvery  lustre 
on  both  sides  overlaid  with  delicate  gold. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009250 


1827  193 9-S  Arkansas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Ringing  down  the  curtain  on 
the  Arkansas  series  is  this  lovely  1939-S;  like  the  Philadelphia  and 
Denver  versions,  just  2,100  were  distributed.  This  represents  nearly 
the  low  point  of  commemorative  issues,  a number  also  shared  by 
the  1938  Boone  pieces  and  trumped  byjust  two  others — the  1935— 
D and  1935-S  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  To  our  way  of  thinking, 
owning  a piece  of  which  only  2,100  were  distributed  adds  great 
appeal.  What  this  piece  will  bring  at  the  sale  will  be  found  out  in 
due  course,  but  a typical  market  price  for  a non-Jewell  Collection 
coin  is  a few  hundred  dollars  past  the  $1,000  mark — remarkably 
inexpensive  in  our  view. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  highly  lustrous.  Some  contact 
marks  are  seen,  particularly  in  the  lower  right  obverse  field,  but 
are  mainly  masked  by  light  golden  toning.  The  overall  visual  effect 
is  most  impressive. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009251 


Superb  Gem  1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

Among  Finest  Graded 


1828  1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-68  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen  of  this 
popular  variety,  the  present  piece  is  lovely  and  lustrous,  with  a 
mixture  of  blue,  gray,  and  gold  toning  on  both  sides.  One  of  the 
more  popular  varieties  of  the  1936  year.  Not  all  were  effectively 
distributed  at  the  time,  and  quantities  remained  on  the  market  as 
late  as  the  1950s.  They  are  all  dispersed  now. 

NGC  Census:  5;  2 finer  (MS-68^  finest). 

Pictured  on  the  reverse  is  the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge,  Unking 
the  two  cities  across  San  Francisco  Bay.  Recently,  our  fine  friend  in  Califor- 
nia, Dr.  Robert  Chandler,  Curator  of  the  Wells  Fargo  History  Museum,  set 
in  motion  a campaign  to  rename  this  the  Emperor  Norton  Bridge,  from  an 
eccentric  character  who  delighted  Californians  with  interesting  newspaper 
accounts  and  personal  appearances  in  the  1870s. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009254 


1829  1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
light  brown  toning,  the  present  piece  is  especially  attractive.  This 
particular  issue  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  to  find  without  bagmarks 
and  distractions.  The  present  coin  is  a pleasing  exception. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009254 
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1830  1934  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A very  attractive  example,  this  1934 
Boone  half  dollar  is  richly  lustrous  on  both  sides,  brilliant  silver 
with  delicate  gold  toning,  mainly  around  the  rims.  The  striking  is 
excellent. 

PCGS  Population:  24;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

This  is  the  proper  Boone  Bicentennial  half  dollar,  observing  the  200th 
anniversary  of  the  explorer’s  birth.  However,  the  distributor,  Frank  Dunn, 
of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  was  able  to  engineer  a proposal  through  Congress 
whereby  he  had  control  of  the  series.  After  1934  there  was  a proliferation 
of  other  varieties  by  date  and  mint,  extending  through  1938.  From  the  very 
outset  Dunn  conducted  a phony  operation — with  fake  news  releases,  lies 
about  the  number  sold,  claims  of  “sold  out”  situations,  and  more.  All  of  this 
is  delineated  in  extent  in  Dave  Bowers’  1992  book.  Commemorative  Coins  of 
the  United  States:  A Complete  Encyclopedia. 

Today  in  2006  these  situations  are  long  forgotten,  and  the  coins  stand  on 
their  own — for  what  they  are  in  terms  in  mintage  figures,  assigned  grades, 
and  appearance.  However,  for  this  and  any  other  commemorative  half  dollar 
it  certainly  is  interesting  to  delve  into  the  historical  background. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009257 


1831  1935  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Although  this  piece  has  a market 

value  in  the  $1,000  range,  only  a couple  dozen  or  so  in  equivalent 
grade  have  ever  been  certified  by  PCGS,  and  none  higher.  Be- 
yond that,  the  coin  is  brilliant  and  lustrous,  simply  gorgeous,  with 
delicate  golden  toning.  Once  again  such  a piece  offers  a great  deal 
of  value  for  the  money.  Right  now  the  spotlight  is  away  from  the 
commemorative  series,  yielding  what  seem  to  be  quite  a few  highly 
interesting  opportunities. 

PCGS  Population:  26;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009258 


1832  1935-D  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with  mottled 
light  magenta  and  gray  toning,  highly  lustrous  and  very  attractive. 
This  is  one  of  the  top  100  examples  of  the  issue  graded  by  PCGS. 
From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009259 


1833  1935-S  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  indeed  su- 
perb, this  piece  is  exceeded  by  just  one  other  in  the  PCGS  roster. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  richly  lustrous,  with  a golden  toning 
overlay  and  some  splashes  of  gunmetal-blue  and  brown  at  the  top 
of  the  obverse. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
the JFS  Collection,  August  2004,  Lot  4231. 

PCGS  #009260 


Gem  1935  Boone  Half  Dollar 
With  Small  “1934” 


1834  1935  Boone.  Small  1934.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen 
of  the  second  variety  of  the  year,  the  curious  and  exploitative  issue 
with  “1934”  on  the  reverse,  above  PIONEER  YEAR.  Brilliant 
silver  surfaces  on  both  sides  with  a hint  of  golden  toning. 

PCGS  Population:  32;  2 finer  (MS-68). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009262 
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Incredible  1935-D  Boone  Rarity 
Small  “1934”  on  Reverse 
Ultra-High  Grade 


1835  1935-D  Boone.  Small  1934.  MS-68  (PCGS).  A coin  of  com- 
manding importance,  the  present  piece  is  one  of  the  two  lowest 
mintage  pieces  in  the  series,  with  just  2,000  distributed.  From 
what  remains  of  that  supply,  PCGS  has  graded  a fair  number,  but 
none  finer  than  the  Jewell  Collection  specimen,  and  only  five  at 
this  particular  level. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  splendid  iridescent  toning  reveal- 
ing shades  of  blue,  gold,  and  magenta,  among  others.  Earlier  this 
piece  was  in  the  remarkable  commemorative  collection  formed 
by  Larry  Shepherd,  giving  the  buyer  two  remarkable  pedigrees  at 
the  same  time. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 

The  1935  Denver  and  San  Francisco  Boone  issues  with  small  “1934" 
were  the  catalyst  for  the  great  commemorative  boom  of  1935-1936.  After 
sales  of  the  regular  1935  Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San  Francisco  coins  had 
been  well  underway,  Frank  Dunn,  in  charge  of  the  distribution,  ordered 
from  the  Mint  some  special  varieties  of  the  same  three  issues,  but  with  the 
small  date  “1934”  on  the  reverse.  For  the  Philadelphia  issue  he  had  10,000 
made,  but  for  Denver  and  San  Francisco  just  2,000.  These  were  advertised 
for  sale  in  the  autumn,  with  publicity  in  New  York  City  through  the  news- 
papers. Later,  advertisements  appeared  in  The  Numismatist  and  elsewhere. 
According  to  Dunn,  the  excitement  was  so  great  in  New  York  City  that 
he  was  completely  sold  out.  By  the  time  that  collectors  had  a chance  to 
order,  no  more  were  available.  The  price  for  the  two  Boone  issues  went 
from  $3.70,  the  issue  price  (high  enough,  by  the  way),  to  about  $50  per 
set,  then  even  higher.  There  were  cries  of  anguish  among  collectors  who 
had  been  left  out. 


Marvelously,  Dunn  just  happened  to  have  a few  more  sets  for  sale  later, 
at  the  advance  prices,  claiming  that  he  had  bought  some  back  from  those 
who  were  lucky  enough  to  buy  in  the  first  place.  However,  investigation 
ot  the  matter,  played  out  over  a long  period  of  time,  revealed  that  Dunn 
sold  relatively  few  sets  at  his  original  price,  keeping  the  profits  for  himself 
when  the  market  advanced.  A fake  account  of  the  situation  was  provided 
by  Dunn  to  The  Numismatist  and  other  pronouncements  were  given,  also 
false.  Things  went  from  bad  to  worse  for  Dunn,  deservedly  so,  to  the  extent 
in  which  he  had  certain  properties  transferred  over  to  his  wife’s  name,  in 
view  of  threatened  law  suits.  However,  Dunn  carried  on  until  1938  as  the 
distributor. 

Today  of  the  2,000  each  distributed  of  the  Denver  and  San  Francisco 
varieties  with  small  “1934,”  probably  1 ,500  or  more  exist  in  collectors’  hands. 
If  any  were  sold  to  the  general  public  through  New  York  City  newspaper 
publicity,  the  number  must  have  been  very  few,  for  we  cannot  recall  ever 
seeing  a mishandled  or  circulated  example! 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  the  Larry  Shepherd 
and  Bruce  Scher  Collection. 

PCGS  #009263 

Gem  1935-S  Boone  Half  Dollar 

With  Small  “1934” 


1836  1935-S  Boone.  Small  1934.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Another  prime 
attraction,  this  piece  ranks  as  among  the  finest  certified  by  PCGS, 
with  just  two  higher,  and  those  only  by  one  point.  The  present 
piece  is  a nice  companion  to  the  foregoing,  well  struck,  lustrous, 
and  with  attractive  light  golden  toning.  A great  example  of  one  of 
the  most  interesting  “story  coins”  in  the  commemorative  series. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  2 finer  (both  MS-68). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009264 


1837  1936  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  richly  lustrous.  Nicely 
struck.  Not  much  if  any  different  from  the  time  it  was  produced. 
Excellent  eye  appeal  and  everything  else,  including  a high  position 
on  the  PCGS  roster. 

PCGS  Population:  52;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009266 
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1838  1936-D  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  lustrous,  and  at- 
tractive example.  Delicate  golden  toning  is  seen  on  both  sides.  A 
lovely  example  that  ranks  very  high  in  the  PCGS  listing — none 
liner,  and  only  19  grading  events  (not  necessarily  representing  dif- 
ferent coins)  at  this  level.  A “keeper”  for  the  advanced  speciahst 
and  connoisseur. 

PCGS  Population:  19;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009267 


1839  1936-S  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Another  top  grade  Boone  half 
dollar,  this  1936-S  is  at  the  highest  PCGS  level,  with  none  finer. 
Brilliant  on  both  sides  with  delicate  lilac  toning. 

PCGS  Population:  47;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009268 


1840  1937  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Another  splendid  gem,  this  1937 
Boone  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen.  Positioned  at  MS-67 
by  PCGS,  it  is  close  to  the  top  of  the  pyramid,  with  just  three  finer. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  well  struck  and  lustrous,  with  very 
delicate  heather  toning — a treat  to  the  eye. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009270 


1841  1937-D  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Another  notable  specimen, 

this  1937-D  carries  with  it  a very  high  PCGS  grade,  excellent 
striking,  rich  lustre,  and  delicate  toning — plus  the  fascinating  low 
distribution  figure  ofjust  2,500  coins.  A splendid  piece  that  seems 


remarkably  inexpensive  at  today’s  conventional  market  value,  not 
too  far  over  the  $1,000  line.  Lots  of  value  here! 

PCGS  Population:  44;  2 finer  (both  MS-68). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009271 


Exceptional  Gem  1937-S  Boone  500 


1842  1937-S  Boone.  MS-68  (NGC).  Checking  in  as  one  of  the  finest 
graded  by  NGC,  this  coin  earns  high  marks  from  anyone  keeping 
track  of  grading  numbers.  However,  equally  if  not  more  important, 
the  beauty  of  this  piece  is  unsurpassed — with  a whisper  of  rainbow 
toning  on  both  sides.  A delightful  piece  that  will  be  a highlight  in 
the  collection  of  its  next  owner. 

NGC  Census:  3;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (MS-68A). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009272 


1843  1937-S  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS)  . Brilliant  and  somewhat proojlike, 
struck  from  partially  polished  dies,  the  type  of  finish  that  might  be 
assigned  the  word  “specimen”  (of  no  particular  meaning  among 
the  grading  services  at  present,  other  than  indicating  a special  coin, 
different  from  normal  circulation  strikes).  Hints  of  light  golden 
and  iridescent  toning  complete  a truly  beautiful  picture.  Warning: 
viewing  this  coin  may  engender  a great  desire  to  possess  it. 

PCGS  Population:  22;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009272 


1844  1938  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  are  toned  a light 
gold.  Well  struck.  A splendid  example  of  the  last  year  of  the  Boone 
issue  and  also  the  year  with  the  lowest  mintage — just  2,100  were 
distributed  of  each  of  the  three  varieties. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009274 
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1938-D  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
light  golden  toning  and  splashes  of  magenta  and  brown.  Simply 
gorgeous!  Again,  to  view  this  coin  is  to  want  to  own  it. 

PCGS  Population:  34;  3 finer  (MS-69). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009275 


Solo  Finest  PCGS  1938-S  Boone 


Superb  Gem  MS-68 


Important  1936  Bridgeport  Half  Dollar 

Finest  PCGS  Grade 


1847  1936  Bridgeport.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Among  the  over  one  dozen 
different  new  varieties  of  commemorative  half  dollars  issued  in 
1936  the  Bridgeport  (Connecticut)  Centennial  has  long  been  a 
favorite,  what  with  the  obverse  depicting  the  most  famous  citizen 
of  that  city,  none  other  than  P.T.  Barnum.  Most  such  pieces  in 
existence — and  25,000  were  distributed — have  extensive  bagmarks 
or  other  problems.  Only  occasionally  does  a superb  gem  appear, 
as  here.  Classified  as  MS-67  by  PCGS,  this  stands,  with  some 
compatriots,  as  the  finest  grade  assigned,  with  none  higher. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  well  struck,  lustrous,  and  have  a 
whisper  of  toning.  The  aesthetic  appeal  is  everything  desired. 

PCGS  Population:  47;  none  finer. 

P.T.  Barnum  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  characters  on  the  19th- 
century  American  numismatic  stage.  His  autobiography.  Struggles  and 
Triumphs,  issued  in  many  editions  over  a long  period  of  time,  makes 
interesting  reading. 

Today,  a cursory  view  ot  Barnum  brings  forth  certain  sayings  as  “There 
is  a sucker  born  every  minute,”  which  no  historian  has  ever  authenticated. 
It  sounds  good,  however,  in  a sweeping  way — -just  as  one  might  apply  the 
term  “Robber  Baron"  to  just  about  any  19th-century  individual  who  was 
successful  in  making  money. 

In  actuality,  Barnum  was  a kind,  generous  individual,  a great  benefactor 
to  Bridgeport  and  to  others.  The  great  financial  disaster  of  his  life  was  the 
signing  of  an  obligation  on  behalf  of  the  Jerome  Clock  Company,  which 
went  bankrupt,  after  which  the  creditors  pursued  Barnum.  It  was  a struggle, 
but  eventually  there  was  a triumph,  and  Barnum  paid  off  the  debt.  Not 
many  would  have. 

Over  a period  of  years  Barnum  mounted  many  public  displays,  none 
more  prominent  than  the  American  Museum  near  the  southern  tip  of 
Manhattan.  The  large  museum  building  offered  many  rooms  and  galleries  of 
displays,  entertainment,  and  more.  Scarcely  a day  went  by  without  the  New 
York  papers  advertising  or  reporting  on  attractions  and  events. 

In  the  1850s  the  American  Museum  mounted  what  seems  to  have  been 
an  important  numismatic  exhibit  and  was  said  to  have  produced  a catalogue 
listing  certain  of  the  specimens  on  view,  although  we  have  not  been  able 
to  locate  a copy.  Expanded  information  concerning  this  and  other  Barnum 
numismatic  connections  appears  in  Dave  Bowers’  American  Numismatics 
before  the  Civil  War. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009279 


1846  1938-S  Boone.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Standing  all  by  itself  in  the 
PCGS  roster,  with  not  a coin  to  either  side  or  above,  this  1938-S 
is  the  ultimate  trophy  for  any  well-financed  person  working  on  a 
Registry  Set  or  ultra-grade  collection.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
are  light  silver  and  lilac  at  the  center,  giving  way  to  light  gold  and 
darker  gold  at  the  rims,  essentially  framing  the  motifs  at  the  center 
and  giving  a very  artistic  appearance.  High  grade,  superb  eye  ap- 
peal, and  low  mintage  meet  in  this  one  coin,  truly  an  offering  to 
be  remembered. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Fleritage’s  sale  oj 
the  JFS  Collection,  January  2005,  Lot  30595. 

PCGS  #009276 
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Landmark  1925-S  California  Half  Dollar 

Highest  PCGS  Grade 


2x  photo 

1848  1925-S  California.  MS-68  (PCGS) . A superb  specimen,  with  as 


much  eye  appeal  as  could  be  imagined  even  theoretically,  complete 
with  sharp  strike  and  rich  lustre.  This  specimen  is  bright  silver 
overlaid  on  the  obverse  with  delicate  gold  giving  way  to  electric 
blue  at  the  borders,  amid  some  hints  of  magenta.  The  reverse  is 
medium  gold  with  blue  and  magenta. 

Among  commemorative  half  dollars  the  1925-S  California  is 
one  of  the  more  difficult  to  find  in  a combination  of  truly  high 
grade  plus  eye  appeal.  Most  examples  have  bagmarks,  or  extensive 
rubbing  (or  both)  on  the  grizzly  bear  on  the  reverse.  Most  have  been 
dipped  to  brighten  them,  and  some  have  other  problems  as  well. 
The  present  coin  is  assigned  the  highest  PCGS  grade,  with  only 
four  other  certifications  at  that  level.  When  this  crosses  the  block 
we  expect  a great  deal  of  excitement  and  competition. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  oj 
the  Bruce  Seller  Collection,  February  2005,  Lot  4148. 

PCGS  #009281 


1849  1951  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Although  the 
Carver- Washington  half  dollars  are  quite  plentiful  in  grades  from 
MS-60  to  MS-63  or  even  MS-64,  the  population  thins  out  greatly 
above  that  point.  These  pieces  were  handled  roughly  after  they 
were  minted,  tossed  about  in  bags,  and  otherwise  jostled  so  that 
the  majority  of  pieces  have  extensive  bagmarks.  Some  others  are 
lightly  struck  at  the  center  of  the  obverse.  The  net  result  is  that 
even  a Carver-Washington  half  dollar  with  a high  mintage  figure 
as  here,  can  be  a rarity  in  superb  gem  preservation. 

The  present  piece  is  nice  in  every  way — well  struck,  lustrous, 
and  with  delicate  iridescent  toning.  Here  indeed  is  a common 
variety  in  very  uncommon  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  16;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009430 


1850  1951-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  Light  heather  toning  on  both  sides.  A splendid  example 
of  this  relatively  low-mintage  issue,  with  just  10,000  distributed. 
At  MS-66  this  is  at  the  top  of  the  PCGS  grading  roster  for  this 
variety. 

PCGS  Population:  30;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009431 


1851 


1951-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous  with  a few  splashes  of  golden  toning.  Well  struck  and  with 
superb  eye  appeal.  Another  really  rare  item  at  this  condition  level. 
Although  10,000  were  distributed,  so  far  PCGS  has  had  only  63 
certification  events,  no  doubt  representing  notably  fewer  different 
coins. 

PCGS  Population:  63;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009432 
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1852  1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mottled  medium 
gold,  brown,  and  magenta  toning  is  seen  on  the  obverse,  while  the 
reverse  is  lilac  and  blue  at  the  centers,  changing  to  gold  and  brown 
at  the  borders.  Well  struck  and  highly  lustrous.  An  exceptionally 
high-grade  example  of  the  most  plentiful  issue  in  the  Carver- 
Washington  series,  with  2,006,000  distributed. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009434 


1853  1952-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Continuing  the 
theme,  here  is  another  exceptional  Carver-Washington  half  dollar, 
graded  at  the  very  top  of  the  PCGS  roster.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
are  well  struck,  lustrous,  and  attractive,  in  the  present  instance  with 
delicate  toning  over  silver  surfaces.  The  distribution  of  this  variety  is 
quite  low,  just  8,000  pieces.  In  terms  ofbasic  rarity  and  availability 
the  Carver-Washington  half  dollars  of  this  and  other  low-mintage 
issues  seem  to  be  incredibly  inexpensive  in  today’s  market,  simply 
because  few  people  notice  them.  The  Jewell  Collection  offers  you 
the  opportunity  to  investigate  the  series  and,  if  inspired,  to  assemble 
a collection  or  acquire  a number  of  pieces  in  grades  not  often  seen 
elsewhere.  Further,  in  addition  to  the  assigned  grades,  the  Jewell 
pieces  have  superb  eye  appeal — not  always  a feature  of  certain  other 
high  graded  coins. 

PCGS  Population:  19;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009435 


1854  1952-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
light  rose  and  heather  toning.  Well  struck  and  lustrous.  Another 
absolutely  gorgeous  example  of  a low-mintage  commemorative 
half  dollar. 

PCGS  Population:  49;  2 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  FIcritage’s  sale  of 
the JFS  Collection,  August  2004,  Lot  4362. 

PCGS  #009436 


1855  1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous 
silver  surfaces  over  well  struck  features.  A halo  of  light  golden  toning 
is  seen  around  the  obverse  rim.  Another  exceptional  piece,  indeed 
none  have  been  graded  finer  by  PCGS.  For  this  particular  year,  and 
also  in  1954,  more  were  made  of  the  San  Francisco  variety  than  of 
the  Philadelphia  or  Denver  pieces. 

PCGS  Population:  18;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009438 


1856  1953-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous,  primarily  bright  silver  with  a few  splashes  of  gold.  Another 
high  quality  coin  of  memorable  condition  and  appearance. 

PCGS  Population:  16;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009439 


1857  1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Medium  gray  and 
gunmetal-blue  toning  characterizes  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is 
light  lilac  and  gray.  Well  struck  and  very  lustrous.  This  is  the  most 
plentiful  variety  of  1953,  but  not  many  exist  in  this  grade. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009440 


1858  1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  well  struck, 
and  lustrous.  As  nice  as  the  day  it  was  made!  And,  PCGS  has  seen 
no  finer. 

PCGS  Population:  30;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009442 
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1859  1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 
and  attractive.  A splendid  example.  Not  a great  rarity  at  this  grade, 
but  still  elusive  in  terms  of  overall  availability. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009442 


Landmark  1954-D  Carver-Washington  Half  Dollar 

Highest  PCGS  Grade 


1860  1954-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  1954-D  is 
seldom  seen  at  this  grade  level,  quite  a contrast  to  the  just-offered 
1954  Philadelphia  coin  of  similar  mintage.  Sometimes  the  avail- 
ability of  a coin  can  seem  strange.  While  we  have  no  explanation 
on  hand,  we  venture  the  thought  that  perhaps  the  1954-D  half 
dollars  were  handled  more  roughly  in  bag  quantities  than  were  the 
Philadelphia  pieces.  Whatever  the  reason,  there  have  been  only 
eight  certifications  by  PCGS  at  the  66  level,  and  none  higher. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  well  struck  and  richly  lustrous. 
The  color  is  predominantly  silver  with  some  hints  of  gold  and 
brown  at  the  borders. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009443 


1861  1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Ending  our  il- 

lustrious presentation  of  the  overlooked  Carver-Washington  series, 
this  1954-S  checks  in  at  MS-66,  very  high  on  the  PCGS  roster. 
Both  sides  are  brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a whisper  of  gold  toning. 
Splendid  in  every  respect. 

PCGS  Population:  33;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
the JFS  Collection,  August  2004,  Lot  4368. 

PCGS  #009444 


1862 


1936  Cincinnati.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with  satiny 
lustre  on  both  sides  overlaid  with  a hint  of  golden  toning.  As  nice 
as  can  be! 

Somewhat  similar  to  the  earlier-discussed  Boone  Bicentennial  half 
dollars,  the  distribution  of  the  Cincinnati  Musical  Center  of  America  half 
dollars  was  done  by  a single  individual,  in  this  case  Thomas  G.  Melish,  a 
Cincinnati  industrialist.  Melish,  who  was  well  known  in  numismatic  circles 
and  who  later  served  as  President  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association, 
could  not  resist  the  temptation  to  make  a few  extra  dollars  by  dispersing 
false  information,  including  “sold  out”  announcements.  However,  his 
actions  were  not  as  egregious  as  those  of  Dunn  (of  Boone  notoriety)  and 
might  be  well  compared  to  what  another  opportunist,  L.W.  Hoffecker 
(who  also  later  served  as  President  of  the  ANA)  did  with  the  Old  Spanish 
Trail  half  dollars. 

In  the  instance  of  the  Cincinnati  half  dollar,  Melish  saw  a good  opportu- 
nity and  persuaded  Congress  to  pass  an  act  for  a halt  dollar  commemorating 
Cincinnati.  There  was  nothing  going  on  in  1936  that  suggested  a special 
anniversary,  such  as  the  50th  or  100th,  for  an  event,  so  Melish  simply  made 
up  one:  he  put  the  date  1886  on  the  coin,  and  suggested  that  these  observed 
the  50th  anniversary  of  Cincinnati  as  a center  of  music.  However,  some 
research  by  the  writer  in  Cincinnati  newspapers  and  archives  did  not  disclose 
any  notable  musical  happening  in  1886.  There  were  and  still  are  musical 
groups  in  the  city,  but  not  relating  to  this  particular  year.  For  an  obverse 
design  Melish  chose  the  portrait  of  Stephen  Foster,  well  known  songwriter, 
who  had  nothing  to  do  with  1886  either,  although  in  his  early  life  he  once 
lived  briefly  in  Cincinnati. 

Melish  acquired  the  Cincinnati  coins  from  the  three  mints,  to  the  extent 
of 5,000  each,  by  paying  face  value  for  them  plus  shipping  and  die  preparation 
charges.  Under  the  loose  rules  in  effect  at  the  time,  Melish  could  charge 
whatever  he  pleased  on  a retail  basis.  He  chose  S7.75  per  set,  the  highest  cost 
of  any  new  set  up  to  that  period  of  time.  If  he  desired  he  could  have  charged 
S1.50  (face  value)  or  S100,  it  was  his  call. 

The  Cincinnati  half  dollars  appeared  at  the  height  of  the  great  com- 
memorative boom  in  1936.  While  many  pieces  were  sold  at  $7.75  each, 
long  before  the  supply  ran  out,  Melish  stated  that  all  were  gone.  You  can 
imagine  what  happened:  the  price  jumped  to  $30,  quickly  to  $40,  then  to 
$50  per  set!  Similar  to  the  Dunn  situation  with  Boone  half  dollars,  Melish 
had  a supply  later,  giving  the  reason  that  some  original  purchasers  of  their 
sets  had  made  them  available,  etc.,  etc. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 
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Superb  1936-D  Cincinnati 


1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Another  lovely  Cincinnati 
coin,  this  being  the  1936-D.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  well 
struck  and  highly  lustrous.  The  obverse  has  lightly  mottled  gold 
toning  with  iridescent  hues  while  the  reverse  is  essentially  silver 
with  a blush  of  lilac.  The  three  varieties  of  Cincinnati  half  dollars 
seem  to  have  been  handled  with  much  more  care  after  striking 
than  most  other  commemoratives  of  the  era,  with  the  result  that 
today  the  typical  example  that  has  not  been  numismatically  abused 
(brightened,  dipped,  etc.)  is  apt  to  be  in  a grade  such  as  MS-64  or 
MS-65.  However,  above  that  line  the  coins  become  quite  scarce. 

PCGS  Population:  24;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
the JFS  Collection,  August  2004,  Lot  4250. 

PCGS  #009284 


1864  1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  example,  well 
struck,  with  light  blue  and  gold  toning  on  both  sides,  and  satiny 
lustre.  A very  artistic  coin  overall.  This  example  is  also  of  extraor- 
dinary merit  with  regard  to  its  grade.  Only  40  other  events  have 
taken  place  at  the  MS-66  level  at  PCGS,  and  just  one  higher. 

PCGS  Population:  41;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009285 


High-Grade  1936  Cleveland 

NGC  Pinnacle 


1865  1936  Cleveland.  MS-68  (NGC).  Toned  in  vivid  gold  and  blue  on 
the  obverse,  silver  with  a halo  of  gold  on  the  reverse,  this  piece  will 
be  just  right  for  a collection  of  attractively  patinated  commemora- 
tive coins.  The  grade  is  very  high  in  the  NGC  roster,  with  just  two 
others  at  this  level  and  none  finer. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 


With  a generous  release  quantity  of  50,000  pieces,  the  Cleveland  half 
dollar  was  produced  too  late  in  the  commemorative  excitement  to  effect 
much  in  the  way  of  sales.  Although  this  issue  bears  the  date  of 1936,  striking 
did  not  take  place  until  1937,  completely  missing  the  Great  Lakes  Exposition 
that  took  place  in  1936!  Such  oddities  of  time  and  distribution  make  the 
collecting  of  commemorative  half  dollars  all  the  more  interesting — note  our 
comments,  for  example,  under  the  1921  Alabama  “centennial”  half  dollar. 

Vast  quantities  went  onto  the  numismatic  market,  where  they  remained 
for  many  years  afterward.  In  the  1950s  Cincinnati  dealer  Sol  Kaplan  had 
thousands  on  hand,  and,  seeking  to  bolster  the  price,  mounted  an  aggressive 
buying  campaign  to  acquire  even  more.  (Kaplan  had  a background  in  the 
securities  business  and  enjoyed  such  promotions,  not  to  overlook  the  “sell- 
ing short”  of  certain  commemoratives  and  other  coins.)  Today,  Cleveland 
half  dollars  are  far  and  away  the  most  available  issue  bearing  the  date  1936. 
Most  are  rather  bagmarked,  although  attractive.  Superb  gems,  as  here,  are 
in  the  distinct  minority  and  can  be  called  scarce  or  rare. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009288 


1866  1936  Cleveland.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  rich  silver  lustre 
accented  by  a halo  of  iridescent  toning  at  the  borders.  One  of  the 
very  finest  Cleveland  half  dollars  we  have  ever  seen,  never  mind 
that  some  have  been  graded  higher.  Take  a look  for  yourself. 

PCGS  Population:  36;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009288 


1867  1936  Columbia.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  on  the 
obverse  and  reverse,  with  a nuance  of  toning,  this  1936  Philadelphia 
Mint  Columbia  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar  earns  high  marks  in 
the  PCGS  population,  and,  more  important,  for  its  beauty.  A coin 
that  once  acquired  will  never  have  to  be  upgraded. 

PCGS  Population:  50;  none  finer. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  of  this  coin  feature  inscriptions  around  the 
border  set  off  with  a ring  or  border,  always  attractive  in  a numismatic  context. 
The  same  artistic  style  was  used  extensively  elsewhere,  such  as  the  reverse 
of  the  1936  Cincinnati  half  dollar,  both  sides  of  the  1936  Gettysburg,  the 
reverse  of  the  1946  Iowa,  the  obverse  of  the  1936  Norfolk,  both  sides  of 
the  1936  York,  both  sides  ot  the  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  S50  coins,  many 
of  the  pattern  half  dollars  of  1877,  and,  for  good  measure,  the  reverse  of  the 
Ocean  in  View  nickel  of 2005. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009291 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 


367 


If 


Session  1 WO  • (the  Q.Jichdrd  'D-jcnnl!  (collection  4 V/.0&  ^foomniemotative  ^oim 


Impressive  193  6-D  Columbia  Half  Dollar 

Finest  PCGS  Grade 


Proof  1892  Columbian  Half  Dollar 
High  Grade,  Rare  Format 


1868  1936-D  Columbia.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant  on  both  sides 
with  splashes  of  iridescence,  this  coin  will  be  just  right  for  anyone 
who  loves  rainbow  toning.  Especially  with  the  proliferation  of  chat 
rooms  and  Web  sites  on  the  Internet,  attractive  toning  has  come 
to  the  forefront,  giving  the  owners  of  pieces  such  as  this  “bragging 
rights”  among  their  contemporaries. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009292 


1869 


1936-S  Columbia.  MS-68  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  on  both 
sides,  with  delicate  lilac  and  iridescent  toning.  A splendid  specimen 
of  this  popular  issue,  a grade  that  ranks  high  in  the  NGC  listings, 
with  only  a few  at  this  level  and  none  higher. 

NGC  Census:  6;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009293 


1870  1936-S  Columbia.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 
Very  delicate  golden  toning.  Well  struck  and  desirable  in  every 
respect. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009293 


1871  1892  Columbian.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Although  Mint  State 
1892  Columbian  half  dollars  abound.  Proof  strikings  are  few  and  far 
between.  Probably  no  more  than  a few  dozen  have  been  authen- 
ticated today,  and  of  these  there  are  not  many  that  have  the  grade 
and  beauty  of  the  coin  offered  here.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are 
well  struck,  with  every  detail  crisp.  Both  sides  are  toned  medium 
lilac-gray,  with  the  fields  deeply  mirrored  as  expected.  A splendid 
coin  that  the  connoisseur  will  appreciate.  We  expect  a lot  ofinterest 
and  action  as  this  crosses  the  auction  block. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  5 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-67  finest). 

The  1892  Columbian  halt  dollar  represents  the  first  American  “souvenir 
coin,”  as  such  pieces  were  called  in  the  early  days.  From  a technical  viewpoint, 
the  1848  CAL  quarter  eagle  was  a souvenir  coin  and  a commemorative, 
recognized  as  such  by  experts  and  specialists  today,  but  not  listed  under 
the  commemorative  series.  For  the  standard  commemorative  listing  this 
is  the  beginning. 

The  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  was  expected  to  open  in  Chicago  in 

1 892  to  observe  the  400th  anniversary  of  Columbus’  “discovery”  of  America 
(not  that  it  has  been  lost,  and,  further,  today  it  is  generally  agreed  that  the 
Norse  visited  much  earlier,  and,  recently,  China  has  claimed  an  even  earlier 
presence — and  so  it  goes).  A grand  city  of  alabaster  white  was  erected  on 
the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  not  of  stone  but  of plaster  and  other  temporary 
materials.  The  process  fell  hopelessly  behind  schedule,  and  although  some 
ceremonies  were  held  in  the  proper  year,  1892,  it  was  not  until  1893  that 
the  gates  were  thrown  open  to  the  general  public,  and  all  of  the  displays  and 
concessions  operated  in  full  force.  This  necessitated  the  production  of  an 

1893  Columbian  half  dollar,  observing  the  401  st  anniversary  of  Columbus’ 
arrival  in  America — the  first,  but  certainly  not  the  last,  of weird  anniversary 
celebrations  (we  need  but  mention  the  1919  centennial  of  Alabama  being 
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commemorated  by  a coin  in  1921,  the  1921  Pilgrim  half  dollar  observing 
the  301st  anniversary  of  the  arrival  of  Pilgrims  in  Massachusetts,  and  the 
weird  1991  half  dollar  observing  the  38th  anniversary  of  the  end  of  the 
Korean  War). 

Columbian  half  dollars  of  1892  and  1893  were  placed  on  sale  at  $1 
each,  and  the  reception  was  enthusiastic.  However,  the  mintage  of  about 
2,500,000  pieces  far  exceeded  the  demand,  and  large  numbers  were  placed 
into  circulation  at  face  value — a poor  public  relations  move,  as  those  who 
had  paid  SI  were  disillusioned.  Such  pieces  were  seen  in  everyday  change 
for  decades  afterward. 

As  to  Proofs,  as  offered  here,  the  record  concerning  their  production 
is  very  scant.  Fifty  years  ago  the  very  existence  of  any  Proof  Columbian 
half  dollar  was  controversial,  with  many  denying  that  such  had  ever  been 
made — in  absence  of  Mint  production  records.  However,  today  the  view 
is  more  reasonable,  in  our  opinion,  taking  the  position  that  if  an  1892  Co- 
lumbian half  dollar  has  full  deeply  mirrored  surfaces,  was  carefully  struck, 
and  looks  like  a regular  Proof  coin,  then  it  is  one. 

The  Exposition  itself  was  a great  success,  a magnet  for  people  all  over 
America.  Hometown  newspapers  were  full  of  accounts  of  individuals  and 
groups  bicycling  or  taking  the  train  to  Chicago,  and  enjoying  the  sights 
there.  By  all  accounts,  visitors,  exhibitors,  and  the  Exposition  management 
were  all  satisfied  with  the  results. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009295 


Superb  1892  Columbian  Half  Dollar 
MS-67 


1872  1892  Columbian.  MS-67  (NGC).  A lovely  example  ofa  circula- 
tion strike  1892  half  dollar,  the  present  piece  combines  a very  high 
NGC  grade  with  attractive  eye  appeal.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
have  lovely  light  iridescent  or,  as  some  call  it,  “rainbow”  ton- 
ing— simply  gorgeous.  While  half  dollars  of  1 892  are  as  common 
as  can  be  in  lower  grades,  in  this  combination  of  a high  number 
plus  excellent  visual  appeal  the  issue  is  quite  scarce. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009296 


1873  1892  Columbian.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Another  lovely  specimen, 
well  struck,  and  with  rainbow  toning  on  both  sides.  Lovely  to  look 
at  and  still  nicer  to  own! 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009296 


Superb  1893  Columbian  Half  Dollar 
High  NGC  Grade 


1874  1893  Columbian.  MS-67*  (NGC)  . A superb  example  with  lilac 
and  splashes  of  iridescent  toning  on  the  obverse  and  with  rainbow 
toning  on  the  reverse.  A coin  that  will  appeal  to  anyone  who  loves 
gorgeous  patination. 

NGC  Census:  3;  2 finer  (MS-68*  finest). 

From  the  Richardjewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009297 


1875  1893  Columbian.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  lustrous,  and  with 
delicate  rainbow  toning  on  both  sides,  here  is  another  Columbian 
half  dollar  that  will  have  a magnetic  effect  upon  the  viewer.  Truly 
gorgeous! 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009297 
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Notable  Gem  1935  Connecticut  Half  Dollar 


Remarkable  Quality  Elgin  Half  Dollar 
Highest  PCGS  Grade 


1876  1935  Connecticut.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Ranking  close  to  the  top 

of  the  PCGS  grading  roster,  this  coin  has  it  all:  high  grade,  sharp 
strike,  rich  lustre,  and  delicate  golden  toning.  It  is  a treat  to  the  eye, 
a superb  gem  in  every  respect. 

PCGS  Population:  40;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

The  tercentenary  of  Connecticut  was  widely  observed  in  1935,  most 
prominendy  by  this  commemorative  half  dollar,  but  also  on  a series  of  medals 
issued  in  various  towns  across  the  state.  The  half  dollar,  of  which  25,000  were 
distributed,  proved  popular,  and  most  were  snapped  up  soon  after  the  time 
of  issue.  This  is  one  variety  that  has  never  existed  in  groups  or  hoards. 

Depicted  on  the  obverse  is  the  famous  Charter  Oak,  that  stood  in  Hart- 
ford, and  is  closely  connected  to  the  history  of  the  state,  actually  provincial 
times,  when  the  charter  was  hidden  in  an  orifice  in  the  gnarled  trunk,  to 
escape  capture  by  British  authorities.  In  transmogrified  or  fictitious  form 
the  Charter  Oak  made  a more  recent  appearance  on  the  reverse  of  the 
1999  Connecticut  State  quarter.  After  the  tree  blew  down  in  a windstorm 
in  1856,  it  was  cut  up,  and  pieces  of  wood  were  used  to  make  interesting 
objects,  ranging  from  furniture  to  gavels,  some  of  which  appear  on  the 
market  infrequently  today. 

The  modernistic  eagle  on  the  reverse  is  not  much  different  in  concept 
from  that  seen  on  the  1936  Bridgeport  half  dollar,  by  the  same  designer, 
Henry  Kreis. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
the  Bruce  Scher  Collection,  February  2005,  Lot  4153. 

PCGS  #009299 


1877  1936  Delaware.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Although  over  20,000  1936 
Delaware  half  dollars  were  distributed,  only  slightly  more  than 
50  have  been  able  to  attain  the  coveted  MS-67  rating  by  PCGS, 
and  none  finer.  In  addition  to  the  attractive  number,  the  coin  is 
splendid  from  a visual  viewpoint — well  struck  and  deeply  lustrous, 
with  light  golden  toning. 

Both  the  obverse  and  reverse  motifs  represent  the  early  history 
of  the  settlement,  with  the  church  still  standing  today. 

PCGS  Population:  56;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009301 


2x  photo 

1878  1936  Elgin.  MS-68  (PCGS).  In  terms  of  PCGS  certification  this 
Elgin  has  just  two  peers  and  none  finer.  Although  this  particular 
half  dollar  usually  occurs  “nice,”  not  often  are  they  this  nice!  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  have  mottled  light  brown  toning  with  splashes 
of  magenta  and  gold.  A find  for  the  condition-conscious  buyer. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

Among  commemorative  half  dollars  the  1936  Elgin  is  one  of  the  best 
documented.  In  brief,  an  accomplished  sculptor  in  Elgin,  Illinois,  Trygve 
Rovelstad,  created  the  Pioneer  Memorial  statuary  group.  This  was  to  serve 
as  the  model  for  a similar  group  of  heroic-sized  statues  to  be  erected  in  the 
city  to  commemorate  its  100th  anniversary  and  the  pioneer  spirit  of  the  place. 
In  this  connection  a commemorative  half  dollar  was  proposed,  accepted, 
and  created.  Marketing  was  done  by  none  other  than  L.W.  Hoffecker,  of 
El  Paso,  Texas,  who  had  great  success  in  selling  the  1935  Old  Spanish  Trail 
half  dollars,  with  some  underhandedness,  but  still  generally  satisfactory  to  all 
involved.  Unlike  Dunn,  Hoffecker  managed  his  publicity  carefully,  and  on 
balance  he  was  liked  in  the  numismatic  community  and  received  very  little 
criticism.  Among  other  interests  he  operated  the  Watkins  Coin  Company 
in  El  Paso.  Later  he  served  as  President  of  the  ANA. 

Hoffecker  hit  the  ground  running,  and  managed  a campaign  that  in 
time  sold  20,000  of  the  Elgin  halves,  without  a hint  of  wrongdoing.  While 
the  public  bought  many,  the  majority  went  to  numismatists.  Many  years 
later  Trygve  Rovelstad’s  widow  Gloria  became  interested  in  numismat- 
ics, attended  a few  conventions,  and  corresponded  with  Bowers,  to  share 
documentation,  records,  and  more,  leading  to  the  written  presentation 
mentioned  earlier.  The  Pioneer  Memorial  was  indeed  built,  but  recently,  a 
great  accomplishment  which  the  sculptor  never  lived  to  see. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  oj 
the JFS  Collection,  August  2004,  Lot  4264. 

PCGS  #009303 
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Superb  1936  Gettysburg  Half  Dollar 


1879  1936  Gettysburg.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Another  lovely  commemora- 
tive, this  Gettysburg  half  dollar  is  lustrous  and  brilliant  with  lightly 


mottled  iridescent  toning.  The  striking  is  good  and  the  eye  appeal 
is  superb.  Ranking  among  the  top  80  or  so  pieces  seen  by  PCGS, 
with  only  two  pieces  finer,  this  coin  will  make  a fine  addition  to 
any  advanced  collection. 

The  Gettysburg  half  dollar  is  curious  inasmuch  as  it  is  dated  1936  to 
commemorate  the  75th  anniversary  (1938)  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  in 
1863.  The  coin  itself  was  minted  in  1937.  Sometimes  such  situations  are 
hard  to  keep  track  of! 

On  the  obverse  are  shown  both  a Union  and  Confederate  soldier,  and 
on  the  reverse  shields  are  shown  representing  each  side  in  the  Civil  War.  The 
combination  of  these  elements  on  a coin  or  medal  is  extremely  unusual,  for 
most  commemorated  one  side  or  the  other,  typically  the  Union. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009305 


World  Class  1922  Grant  Half  Dollar 

With  Star  on  Obverse 


2x  photo 

1880  1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-66  (PCGS).  In  terms  of  tracking 
down  superb  pieces  the  1922  Grant  commemorative  half  dollar 
with  star  on  the  obverse  is  near  or  at  the  top  of  the  list  of  challenges. 
The  present  coin,  graded  MS-66,  is  exceeded  by  only  three  others 
seen  by  PCGS.  Even  in  high  grade,  Grant  half  dollars  are  apt  to 


be  unsatisfactory — with  areas  of  soft  striking  and  other  problems. 
The  grading  is  not  made  any  easier  by  the  surface  of  the  dies.  The 
fields  were  not  finished  but  were  left  in  a more  or  less  raw  state 
of  processing,  this  being  true  of  the  Grant  With  Star  and  also  the 
Grant  No  Star.  All  kinds  of  engraving  lines  can  be  seen  under  low 
magnification. 

The  With  Star  variety,  as  offered  here,  was  distributed  to  the 
extent  of  just  4,250  pieces  in  an  era  in  which  scarcely  any  atten- 
tion was  paid  by  numismatists  to  handling  coins  carefully.  It  was 
often  the  practice,  continuing  for  several  decades  afterward,  to 
keep  pieces  bright  by  repeatedly  dipping  them  or  lightly  polishing 
their  surfaces.  Today,  very  few  truly  pristine  examples  survive.  In 
contrast,  other  low-distribution  issues  of  the  1930s,  such  as  the  rare 
Arkansas  and  Boone  coins  with  mintages  of 2,000  and  2,100,  went 
nearly  completely  into  numismatic  hands,  and  most  were  treated 
carefully.  For  these  later  low-distribution  coins,  choice  and  gem 
quality  is  the  rule  not  the  exception.  An  example  in  a grade  such  as 
AU  or  lightly  polished  Uncirculated  is  so  rare  that  we  cannot  recall 
having  seen  one  in  years!  On  the  other  hand,  among  the  remaining 
supply  of  1922  Grant  With  Star  half  dollars,  such  low  grade  pieces 
are  the  rule,  not  the  exception. 

All  told,  the  present  piece  offers  a remarkable  opportunity  for 
the  advanced  collector. 

PCGS  Population:  30;  3 finer  (all  MS-67). 

The  design  of  this  variety,  as  well  as  the  No  Star  variety  and  the  related 
gold  dollars,  was  accomplished  by  Laura  Gardin  Fraser,  former  student  and 
later  the  wife  of  noted  sculptor  James  Earle  Fraser,  who  designed  the  1913 
Indian  Head/BufFalo  nickel.  The  Fraser  husband  and  wife  team  cooperated 
on  a number  of  coin  and  medallic  products,  nearly  all  of  which  are  highly 
acclaimed  today.  Perhaps  the  most  notable  from  an  artistic  viewpoint  is  the 
Oregon  Trail  Memorial  half  dollar,  minted  from  1926  through  1939,  but 
not  continuously. 

Laura  Gardin  Fraser  on  her  own  created  quite  a stir  within  the  Treasury 
Department  in  1932,  when  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  selected  her  design 
for  the  new  Washington  quarter,  the  finest  in  its  view  from  a competition 
involving  nearly  100  artists.  However,  Andrew  W.  Mellon,  secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  had  the  final  say,  and  against  the  continuous  pressure  applied  by 
the  Commission,  picked  the  work  ofjohn  Flanagan  instead.  The  scenario, 
complete  with  correspondence  from  the  National  Archives  (unearthed  by 
Roger  W.  Burdette)  will  appear  in  Dave  Bowers’  forthcoming  work  to  be 
published  by  Whitman,  The  Official  Red  Booh  iff  Washington  Quarters. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009307 
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Highest  Grade  1922  Grant 

“Plain”  Obverse 


1881  1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Checking  in  with  the 
MS-67  designation,  this  coin  has  been  assigned  the  highest  grade 
of  any  by  PCGS,  with  32  others  keeping  it  company.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  are  richly  and  deeply  lustrous,  light  silver,  with  a whisper 
of  golden  toning.  The  eye  appeal  is  remarkable. 

PCGS  Population:  33;  none  finer. 

Similar  to  the  1922  Grant  With  Star,  the  dies  for  the  No  Star  were  not 
finished  or  smoothed.  Accordingly,  many  finish  lines  can  be  seen,  but  they 
are  not  at  all  as  dramatic  as  those  on  the  With  Star  version.  Comparing  both 
coins  side  by  side  is  quite  instructive. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
the  Bruce  Scher  Collection,  February  2005,  Lot  4157. 

PCGS  #009306 


Classic  1928  Hawaiian  Rarity 

Superb  Gem  MS-66 


1882  1928  Hawaiian.  MS-66  (PCGS).  By  any  accounting,  the  rarest 
individual  type  among  commemorative  half  dollars  in  the  Classic 
Series  1892-1954  is  the  1928  Hawaiian.  The  present  coin  is  delight- 
ful, a superb  gem  exceeded  in  grading  number  by  only  one  coin 
seen  by  PCGS.  Both  sides  are  brilliant  and  lustrous,  nicely  struck, 
and  have  a hint  of  golden  toning.  The  present  piece  will  fit  well  in 
a high  quality  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  55;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

There  were  three  commemorative  half  dollars  in  the  Classic  Series  that 
each  had  a distribution  of 10,000:  The  1928  Hawaiian,  the  1935  Old  Spanish 
Trail,  and  the  1935  Hudson.  However,  today  the  Hawaiian  is  several  times 
rarer  than  either  of  the  other  two  in  grades  such  as  MS-65  and  MS-66.  The 
reason  is  that  the  Hawaiian  pieces  were  true  commemoratives,  made  for  the 
citizens  of  those  islands,  and  mostly  distributed  there.  The  buyers,  who  were 
not  numismatists,  took  no  particular  care  in  their  handling,  and  today  many 
of  the  pieces  sold  in  the  islands  show  signs  of  polishing  or  light  wear.  Gems 
at  the  MS-65  and  66  level  were  rare  to  begin  with,  as  the  coins  were  minted 
on  a high  speed  production  press,  with  no  thought  at  all  given  to  handling 
them  carefully.  They  were  run  through  a counting  machine  and  bagged, 
then  shipped.  Likely,  anyone  in  Hawaii  when  the  bags  arrived  would  find 
that  a typical  mix  of  grades  would  have  been  MS-62  to  MS-64  by  today’s 
standards.  However,  now  and  then  a few  gems  escaped  thejostling,  yielding 
coins  such  as  offered  here. 

Subscriptions  at  $2  each  were  also  invited  from  numismatists,  and  several 
thousand  were  sold  to  buyers  on  the  mainland.  In  1928  commemoratives 
were  not  a hot  topic  in  collecting  circles,  and  there  was  no  mad  rush  to  buy 
them.  However,  it  was  soon  learned  that  the  supply  was  exhausted,  and  the 


price  rose  naturally  (not  speculatively)  soon  thereafter.  By  the  time  of  the 
1935-1936  commemorative  boom,  this  was  a key  issue,  right  along  with  the 
even  rarer  1922  Grant  With  Star. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009309 

Superb  Gem  1935  Hudson  Half  Dollar 

Rare  Quality 


1883  1935  Hudson.  MS-67  (NGC).  The  1935  Hudson  half  dollar  often 
comes  extensively  bagmarked  and  with  other  problems.  The  present 
piece  is  a remarkable  exception,  with  marks  few  and  far  between, 
and  those  mainly  hidden  by  attractive  light  gray  and  gold  toning.  A 
splendid  example  of  one  of  the  key  issues  among  commemorative 
types.  The  connoisseur  will  want  to  bid  liberally. 

NGC  Census:  20;  2 finer  (MS-67^  finest). 

The  distribution  of  this  is  rather  curious,  and  was  detailed  for  the  first 
time  in  Dave  Bowers’  1992  book,  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States: 
A Complete  Encyclopedia.  In  brief,  the  City  of  Hudson  desired  to  celebrate  the 
sesquicentennial  or  150th  anniversary  of  its  founding.  A committee  was  set 
up  to  investigate  designs,  and  different  artists  were  contacted,  largely  through 
the  advice  of  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  in  Washington,  although  an  art- 
ist not  mentioned  by  the  Commission,  John  Flanagan,  was  also  consulted 
(Flanagan  later  designed  the  1932  Washington  quarter). 

The  coins  were  to  be  distributed  through  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Hudson,  and  after  they  were  minted,  the  shipments  arrived  there.  Advertise- 
ments were  placed  in  numismatic  publications  and  elsewhere  to  sell  them  at 
$1  each.  Apparently  there  was  little  numismatic  interest  or  oversight  at  the 
bank,  and  the  conservative  financial  people  there  envisioned  being  “stuck” 
with  thousands  of  coins  no  one  wanted.  After  all,  how  many  people  would 
pay  a dollar  to  purchase  a fifty-cent  piece?  After  a few  were  sold,  the  bank 
was  approached  byjulius  Guttag,  New  York  coin  dealer  and  financier.  Guttag 
offered  to  buy  the  entire  lot  at  the  $1  subscription  price,  relieving  the  bank 
from  the  burden  of  unsold  pieces.  This  offer  was  gratefully  accepted,  and  the 
majority  of  the  original  mintage  went  to  Guttag  in  New  York  City. 

After  that,  advertisements  reached  collectors,  orders  were  received  by 
the  bank,  but  they  were  necessarily  returned  with  the  notation  that  no  more 
were  available!  Frustration  prevailed,  and  there  was  a great  scramble  to  try 
to  acquire  pieces.  The  only  person  having  a usable  stock  was  Guttag,  who 
had  a field  day  selling  them  at  $4,  $5,  and  more,  much  to  the  consternation 
of  the  numismatic  community.  This  situation  was  a catalyst  for  other  events 
to  occur  in  the  1935  year — the  rare  1935  Denver  and  San  Francisco  Mint 
Boone  coins  with  small  “1934”  on  the  back  (see  earlier  listing)  as  well  as  the 
Old  Spanish  Trail  pieces.  By  year’s  end  many  collectors  and  dealers  felt  that 
they  would  be  completely  left  out  as  new  commemoratives  were  issued  in 
the  future.  Accordingly,  as  the  1936  commemoratives  came  on  stream,  there 
was  a rush  to  buy  as  many  as  possible,  driving  up  the  price,  and  creating  a 
boom  that  everlastingly  affected  the  coin  market.  In  time,  by  autumn  1936, 
the  commemorative  excitement  was  dead,  huge  quantities  of  1936-dated 
half  dollar  issues  remained  unsold,  and  investors  were  licking  their  wounds. 
However,  once  the  passion  of  numismatics  was  ignited,  it  did  not  go  away, 
and  the  majority  of  those  who  entered  the  hobby  through  commemoratives 
went  on  to  collect  Lincoln  cents,  Liberty  Head  nickels,  and  other  things. 
At  the  same  time  there  were  further  factors  affecting  the  growth  of  the 
hobby — including  the  launching  of  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine 
in  1935  and  the  availability  of  beautiful  holders  and  albums,  such  as  the 
“National”  pages  published  by  Wayte  Raymond,  that  made  it  possible 
to  collect  and  display  coins  at  the  same  time.  In  a more  popular  vein,  J.K. 
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Post  ot  Neenah,  Wisconsin,  found  tremendous  sale  for  his  “penny  boards” 
which  permitted  coins  from  circulation  to  be  pressed  into  panels.  The  Post 
operation  was  acquired  by  the  Whitman  Publishing  Company,  launching 
the  fortunes  of  what  grew  to  be  an  impressive  empire  in  numismatics,  with 
the  flagship  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  making  its  first  appearance  years 
later  in  1946  (with  a cover  date  of  1947). 

Returning  to  the  Hudson  half  dollar,  the  design  is  quite  interesting, 
particularly  the  reverse,  or,  perhaps  the  obverse  (there  has  been  a debate  as 
to  which  side  is  which)  featuring  Neptune,  holding  a trident,  seated  back- 
wards on  the  top  of  a spouting  whale.  For  good  measure,  a mermaid  is  in 
the  offing  to  the  left,  blowing  a conch  shell.  Perhaps  adding  to  the  confusion 
ot  observers  at  the  time,  the  motto  ET  DECUS  ET  PRETIUM  RECTI 
appears  on  a surrounding  ribbon. 

The  obverse  and  reverse  designs  were  created  by  Chester  Beach,  well 
known  as  a sculptor  and  medalist,  but  never  in  the  forefront  of  notice  for 
Legal  Tender  coinage. 

If  any  reader  would  like  to  know  more  about  certain  of  the  artists  and 
sculptors  who  created  commemorative  half  dollars  and  see  much  of  their 
other  work,  medals  issued  during  the  early  20th  century,  particularly  by  the 
Society  of  Medalists,  form  a rich  display  and  archive.  Recently,  David  T. 
Alexander  wrote  an  excellent  study  and  overview  of  this  illustrious  series  of 
medals,  an  invitation  to  a remarkable  world  of  art  and  history. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009312 


Exceptional  1935  Hudson  Half  Dollar 


1884  1935  Hudson.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with  satiny 
lustre  on  both  sides,  the  present  coin  is  silver  with  a hint  of  cham- 
pagne toning.  This  variety  is  another  one  of  the  “big  three”  in 
the  realm  of  design  types — just  10,000  were  struck.  At  the  Mint 
and  during  the  distribution  process,  the  coins  were  not  handled 
carefully,  and  most  show  extensive  bagmarks,  the  present  being  an 
exception.  Interestingly,  of  the  design  types  with  a mintage  ofjust 
10,000 — the  1928  Hawaiian,  this  coin,  and  the  1935  Old  Spanish 
Trail — the  last  pieces  were  handled  fairly  carefully  and  are  not  seen 
bagmarked.  One  can  only  speculate  that  L.W.  Hoffecker,  distributor 
of  the  Old  Spanish  Trail  half  dollars,  made  special  requests  that  his 
coins  be  handled  carefully.  The  same  can  be  said  for  the  1936  Elgin 
half  dollars  which  he  distributed. 

Today  Hudson  half  dollars  in  MS-65  and  MS-66  grades  are 
few  and  far  between. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009312 


Superb  Gem  1924  Huguenot  Half  Dollar 


1885  1924  Huguenot.  MS-67  (PCGS).  The  1924  Huguenot-Walloon 
Tercentenary  half  dollar  is  another  early  issue  that  is  often  found 
with  problems — bagmarks  and  the  like.  Finding  a truly  choice 
example  can  be  a challenge.  The  present  coin  is  a superb  gem, 
gorgeous  to  view,  and  is  exceeded  by  no  other  that  we  have  ever 
encountered.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  richly  lustrous  with 
light  iridescent — primarily  gold — toning.  Although  the  Huguenot 
is  not  rare  in  MS-63  to  MS-65  grade,  the  present  combination  of 
MS-67  plus  superb  eye  appeal  is  truly  notable.  No  finer  coin  has 
been  graded  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  35;  none  finer. 

The  motifs  on  this  issue  can  be  reviewed  by  consulting  a specialized 
text  on  commemoratives.  The  reverse  depicts  the  ship  Nieuw  Nederland, 
important  in  the  establishment  ofNew  Netherland,  generally  known  as  New 
Amsterdam,  in  1624 — today’s  New  York  City.  In  1936  Moritz  Wormser, 
well  known  numismatist  and  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  So- 
ciety for  several  earlier  terms,  founded  a coin  company  and  called  it  New 
Netherlands.  The  “s”  was  an  error,  later  realized,  but  he  did  nothing  to 
change  it.  New  Netherlands,  later  operated  by  his  son,  Charles  Wormser, 
andjohnj.  Ford,  Jr.,  came  into  particularly  high  numismatic  acclaim  from 
about  1952  through  1960,  when  its  catalogues  were  considered  to  be  the 
epitome  of  numismatic  scholarship. 

As  to  the  obverse  of  the  coin,  depicted  are  Admiral  Coligny  and  William 
the  Silent,  who  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ship — another  irrelevancy  in 
commemorative  designs,  not  particularly  unusual. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
the JFS  Collection , August  2004,  Lot  4272. 

PCGS  #009314 


1886  1946  Iowa.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Rich  lustrous  silver  surfaces  greet 
the  eye,  accented  with  some  hints  of  gold  around  the  border.  An 
exceptional  quality  example  of  this  otherwise  readily  obtainable  is- 
sue. Significantly,  PCGS  has  graded  none  higher  than  this,  although 
a few  dozen  keep  it  company  at  the  MS-68  level. 

PCGS  Population:  57;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
March  2004,  Lot  6931. 

PCGS  #009316 
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Remarkable  1925  Lexington  Half  Dollar 

Top  NGC  Grade 


2x  photo 

1887  1925  Lexington.  MS-67  (NGC).  It  is  very  exciting  to  see  a com- 


mon coin  in  a grade  that  is  almost  unbelievable.  Such  a situation 
exists  with  this.  Among  commemorative  half  dollars,  the  1925 
Lexington-Concord  is  one  of  the  most  plentiful  in  the  classic 
1892-1954  series.  However,  most  were  sold  to  the  general  public, 
not  to  numismatists,  and  were  mishandled.  Others  that  did  go  to 
collectors  were  impaired  at  the  start — as  the  Mint  took  no  care  in 
handling  them,  and  they  were  simply  tossed  around  in  bags.  The 
typical  coin  at  the  point  of  distribution  would  likely  be  what  we 
would  call  MS-63  today,  less  often  MS-64,  and  rarely  anything  on 
the  long  side  of  MS-65.  Accordingly,  this  coin  is  a treat.  Few  others 
like  it  exist  anywhere.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  well  struck, 
lustrous,  and  essentially  bagmark-free.  Light  lilac  toning  is  seen  on 
both  sides.  A condition  rarity  par  excellence,  with  none  finer  graded 
by  NGC,  and  only  eight  others  at  this  level. 

NGC  Census:  9;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009318 


1888 


1925  Lexington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  present  Lexington  half 
dollar,  in  MS-66  grade,  brilliant  and  lustrous,  is  also  remarkable, 
with  just  seven  graded  higher  by  PCGS.  A lovely  example  in  all 
respects. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009318 


1889  1918  Lincoln.  MS-67  (PCGS).  The  1918  Illinois  Centennial  half 
dollar,  featuring  the  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  is  one  of  many 
issues  of  this  era  which  are  readily  available  in  grades  such  as  MS- 
63  and  MS-64,  with  bagmarks,  or  occasionally  MS-65,  but  which 
become  rarities  at  the  MS-67  level.  Such  pieces  were  not  handled 
carefully  during  the  time  of  distribution,  with  telling  effects.  In 
1918  an  Uncirculated  coin  was  simply  Uncirculated,  with  dealers 
not  taking  notice  of  average,  typical,  choice,  gem,  and  so  on. 

This  Lincoln  half  dollar  is  immensely  appealing,  brilliant  and 
lustrous,  with  relatively  few  contact  marks,  sharply  struck,  and  a 
treat  to  the  eye.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen. 

PCGS  Population:  80;  1 (MS-68). 

The  obverse  of  this  was  designed  by  George  T.  Morgan,  chief  engraver 
at  the  Mint,  and  the  reverse  by  Assistant  Engraver  John  R.  Sinnock.  For 
those  who  enjoy  trivia,  Sinnock’s  reverse  represented  the  first  time  in  the 
Mint  that  thejanvier  Portrait  Lathe  was  used  to  reduce  a plaster  model.  The 
Janvier  device  had  been  installed  in  1906,  but  none  of  the  Mint  staff  was 
experienced  in  its  use,  and  it  remained  idle.  (Thanks  to  Roger  W.  Burdette 
for  this  information,  located  in  the  National  Archives.) 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  Illinois  half  dollar  are  rather  classical  in 
their  aspect,  with  the  border  of  beads  and  pellets  adding  interest.  Relatively 
little  attention  has  ever  been  paid  by  the  Mint  to  such  borders,  and  yet  they 
can  be  interesting  and  contribute  significantly  to  the  design.  Elsewhere,  a 
somewhat  similar  decorative  border  can  be  seen  in  the  1916-1930  Standing 
Liberty  quarter  series. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009320 
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Superb  Gem  1936  Long  Island  Half  Dollar 

Highest  PCGS  Grade 


Exceptional  1920  Maine  Half  Dollar 
Highest  PCGS  Grade 


1890  1936  Long  Island.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  this  coin 
exhibits  lustrous  silver  surfaces  overlaid  with  splashes  of  iridescence, 
most  on  the  obverse  at  the  rims. 

PCGS  Population:  2 1 ; none  finer. 

This  half  dollar  was  produced  in  large  quantities,  more  than  the  market 
could  possibly  absorb,  with  the  result  that  as  late  as  the  1950s,  it  was  not 
uncommon  to  see  bank-wrapped  rolls  and  other  quantities  of  them.  How- 
ever, following  the  great  coin  boom  of  the  1960-1964  era,  supplies  of  this 
and  other  leftover  commemorative  halt  dollars  were  absorbed,  and  today  in 
2006  wholesale  quantities  no  longer  exist. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009322 


1891  1936  Lynchburg.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Splashes  of  gold  and  brown 
are  seen  on  the  obverse,  accenting  the  brilliant  silver  surfaces.  The 
reverse  is  brilliant  with  a few  hints  of  iridescence.  The  striking  is 
nice,  the  eye  appeal  is  great,  and  the  ranking  of  this  is  at  the  top  of 
the  PCGS  grading  roster. 

PCGS  Population:  52;  none  finer. 

The  Lynchburg  half  dollar  is  one  of  quite  a few  commemoratives  is- 
sued for  events  that  had  a local  interest  at  best,  certainly  not  of  nationwide 
importance.  The  occasion  was  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  granting  of  a 
charter  to  the  City  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia.  The  designer  of  the  coin  was 
Charles  Keck,  sculptor  and  artist  who  also  did  the  1915-S  Panama-Pacific 
commemorative  gold  dollar. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009324 


1892  1920  Maine.  MS-67  (PCGS).  The  1920  Maine  Centennial  half 
dollar  is  another  issue  that  is  readily  available  in  grades  such  as  MS-63 
and  MS-64,  but  is  decidedly  rare  at  any  level  beyond  MS-65.  The 
present  coin  meets  the  requirements  of  the  connoisseur,  is  graded 
MS-67  by  PCGS  (with  none  higher),  and  is  very  attractive.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  are  deeply  lustrous  with  a hint  of  champagne 
toning. 

PCGS  Population:  16;  none  finer. 

The  obverse  and  reverse  dies  clashed,  lightly,  leaving  a hint  of  the  obverse 
design  on  the  reverse,  to  the  left  of  M (MAINE).  What  numismatists  call 
clashed  dies  today  were  known  as  blanked  dies  in  1920. 

Maine  was  a district  of  Massachusetts  and  operated  as  such  for  genera- 
tions, never  mind  that  it  was  not  contiguous  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts  but 
was  separated  by  New  Hampshire.  By  the  second  decade  of  the  18th  century 
Massachusetts  did  not  retain  a strong  connection  to  the  Maine  district,  and 
allowed  the  residents  to  conduct  a referendum.  This  was  done,  and  separate 
statehood  was  attained  in  1820,  the  event  commemorated  on  this  coin. 

From  a numismatic  viewpoint  this  switch  of  state  names  was  quite 
interesting.  Certain  financial  institutions  had  issued  currency  imprinted, 
for  example,  Portland,  Massachusetts,  but  later  Portland,  Maine — banks  in 
two  different  states,  although  they  had  not  moved  an  inch! 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009326 


1893  1934  Maryland.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Another  impressive  coin  in  the 
remarkable  Jewell  Collection  is  this  1934  Maryland  Tercentenary 
half  dollar — a variety  that  is  easy  enough  to  find  in  lower  grades, 
but  which  becomes  rare  at  the  MS-67  level.  Most  contemporaries 
show  extensive  bagmarking.  Both  sides  are  lustrous  silver  with  light 
golden  toning. 

PCGS  Population:  43;  none  finer. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  strong  numismatic  connections  which  can 
be  explored  by  reading  Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s  1875  work.  The  Early  Coins  of 
America,  under  the  description  for  the  Maryland  coinage  ot  the  17th  century, 
bearing  somewhat  related  motifs. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009328 
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Incredible  1921  Missouri  Half  Dollar 

With  2A4  in  Field 


Gem  1921  Missouri  Half  Dollar 
“Plain”  Field 


IDAL1 


1894  1921  Missouri.  2^4.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A well  struck,  brilliant  and 
lustrous  example  of  the  Missouri  half  dollar,  this  piece  is  one  of  the 
finest  seen.  Indeed,  PCGS  has  assigned  only  12  other  examples  this 
grade,  and  none  higher.  Among  commemorative  half  dollars  the 
Missouri  is  often  seen  with  extensive  bagmarks,  or  light  striking 
at  the  centers,  or  both.  The  present  piece  must  have  been  selected 
carefully  and  preserved  well  since  then,  for  it  is  exceptional  in  its 
quality.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  delicate  golden  toning. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  none  finer. 

This  coin  observes  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  statehood  of  Missouri, 
an  event  celebrated  in  Sedalia  in  August  1921.  The  inscription  SEDALIA 
appears  in  incuse  letters  on  the  reverse.  Today,  those  who  love  Ragtime 
music  recognize  Sedalia  as  a special  place,  where  Scottjoplin  played  the  piano 
at  the  Maple  Leaf  Club,  giving  rise  to  his  wildly  popular  Maple  Leaf  Rag, 
not  the  first  Ragtime  tune,  but  probably  the  one  that  caused  the  greatest 
interest  when  it  was  published  in  the  late  1890s. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  depict  Daniel  Boone,  a portrait  on  the  obverse 
and  a standing  figure  on  the  reverse.  There  are  a number  of  instances  in 
American  coinage  in  which  the  same  person  is  shown  on  both  sides  of  a 
coin— but  it  takes  some  looking  to  find  them.  One  is  the  Lincoln  cent 
with  the  Memorial  reverse  minted  since  1959,  and  another  is  the  1900 
Lafayette  silver  dollar. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
January  2004,  Lot  9501. 

PCGS  #009331 


1895  1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  lovely  Missouri  half 
dollar  is  of  the  first  and  most  numerous  variety,  the  style  without 
2^4  in  the  obverse  field.  The  present  piece  is  lustrous  with  lilac 
toning.  Some  normal  handling  marks  are  seen  under  magnification 
but  are  generally  hidden  beneath  the  patination. 

This  particular  issue  with  “plain”  field  was  widely  sold  to  the  public, 
with  the  result  that  proportionally  far  fewer  pieces  survive  in  choice  and  gem 
Mint  State  than  do  the  21H  coins  sold  primarily  to  numismatists. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009330 


Gem  1921  Missouri 

“Plain”  Field 


1896  1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  as 
bright  as  the  day  it  was  made.  Another  example  of  this  popular  early 
issue — not  often  seen  as  nice  as  this. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009330 


Exceptional  1923-S  Monroe  Half  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Graded 


1897  1923-S  Monroe.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Rich  lustrous  silver  surfaces 
are  overlaid  with  light  golden  toning.  Some  contact  marks  are  seen 
in  the  higher  parts  but  are  generally  hidden  by  the  patination.  An 
exceptional  example  of  an  issue  which  usually  is  found  with  a rather 
“scruffy”  appearance. 

The  1923-S  Monroe  Doctrine  Centennial  half  dollar  ostensibly 
commemorates  the  anniversary  of  this  piece  of  American  foreign  policy. 
However,  the  actual  release  of  it  was  in  California  (which  in  1823  had  no 
connection  with  the  United  States)  and  was  distributed  at  an  obscure  film 
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festival.  274,000  were  released,  most  of  them  going  into  general  circula- 
tion for  face  value,  where  they  were  commonly  seen  through  the  1940s. 
California  bank  tellers  had  a field  day  in  setting  them  aside,  often  later 
spending  them  when  they  learned  that  the  pieces,  although  curious,  had 
relatively  little  aftermarket. 

When  these  pieces  were  produced  they  were  handled  roughly,  counted, 
bagged,  and  shipped.  Likely,  if  you  had  been  present  at  the  film  festival  in 
Los  Angeles  in  1923  and  had  dipped  your  hand  into  a bag  of  these,  most 
would  be  what  we  would  call  MS-62  or  MS-63  today.  Not  making  matters 
any  simpler  is  the  shallow  and  quite  unsatisfactory  design  relief.  From  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint,  many  commemorative  specialists  consider  this  to  be 
a low  point  among  commemorative  half  dollars  of  the  decade,  a position 
perhaps  challenged  by  the  1926  Sesquicentennial.  Today,  of  course,  this 
makes  little  difference — the  high  points  and  low  points  are  equally  enthu- 
siastically collected,  and  an  issue  such  as  this,  if  anything,  is  a rarity  when 
found  in  an  exceptional  grade. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage ’s  sale  of 
January  2004,  Lot  9510. 

PCGS  #009333 


Superb  1938  New  Rochelle  Half  Dollar 


1898  1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-68  (NGC).  Bright  lustrous  silver  sur- 
faces are  accented  with  splashes  of  rainbow"  iridescence — a treat  to 
the  eye.  Sharply  struck  and  with  outstanding  eye  appeal.  Anything 
and  everything  desirable  is  present  in  this  one  coin. 

NGC  Census:  10;  4 finer  within  any  designation  (MS-68^  finest). 

This  coin  was  the  brainchild  of  the  Westchester  County  Coin  Club,  but 
was  distributed  through  a bank  in  New  Rochelle  as  it  was  considered  that 
if  a coin  club  did  it,  there  might  be  complaints  of  profiteering.  The  focal 
point  was  an  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  New7  Rochelle  in  1688,  250 
years  earlier.  The  motifs  were  designed  by  Gertrude  K.  Lathrop,  whose  other 
accomplishments  included  the  earlier  offered  Albany  half  dollar. 

These  pieces  were  handled  carefully  after  striking,  with  the  result  that 
today  high  grades  are  the  rule,  not  the  exception,  in  dynamic  contrast  with, 
for  example,  the  1923-S  Monroe  Doctrine.  Nearly  all  New  Rochelle  half 
dollars  are  what  we  would  call  MS-64  or  finer.  Such  differences  in  the 
method  of  handling  and  distribution  account  for  the  availability  of  certain 
pieces  today  at  various  grade  levels  and  are  worth  understanding  if  such  is 
of  interest.  While  some  citizens  of  New  Rochelle  purchased  these,  by  and 
large  most  went  into  strong  numismatic  hands. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009335 


1899  1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 
and  lilac  toning  on  both  sides.  Beautiful! 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009335 


1900  1936  Norfolk.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous  with  just  a whisper  of  toning,  this  stands  as  the  finest  grade 
assigned  by  PCGS,  with  dozens  keeping  it  company. 

PCGS  Population:  137;  none  finer. 

From  the  standpoint  of  obscure  remembrances,  the  1936  Norfolk  half 
dollar  takes  the  cake,  or  at  least  is  a challenger.  This  so-called  important 
occasion  observed  the  200th  anniversary  of  the  change  of  Norfolk  from 
the  township  founded  in  1682  to  a borough  in  1736.  The  obverse  is  graced 
with  or  cluttered  with  (take  your  choice)  enough  lettering  to  fit  on  two  or 
three  coins!  The  reverse  is  a bit  complex  as  well  and  is  highlighted  by  an 
illustration  of  the  Royal  Mace  of  Norfolk.  If  you  ever  wondered  what  this 
particular  artifact  looked  like,  just  study  this  coin. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009337 


1901  1926  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  lustrous  example, 
sharply  struck,  with  just  a whisper  of  champagne  toning.  A remark- 
able quality  example  of  the  firstyear  of  the  Oregon  Trail  Memorial. 
Always  popular. 

PCGS  Population:  46;  3 finer  (MS-68  finest). 

The  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  half  dollar  would  make  a nice  monograph 
study  in  itself.  For  starters,  consult  Dave  Bowers’  1992  book,  Commemorative 
Coins  of  the  United  States:  A Complete  Encyclopedia,  which  devotes  a few  pages 
to  the  subject,  with  lots  of  trivia. 

In  brief,  the  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Association  sought  to  observe  the 
route  followed  by  pioneers  going  from  near  the  Mississippi  River  northwest 
into  the  Oregon  Territory.  This  migration  took  place  before  the  California 
Gold  Rush  but  today  is  not  as  well  remembered,  nor  was  it  as  extensively 
chronicled  earlier.  The  settlers  had  their  own  share  of  hardships. 

The  management,  such  as  it  was,  of  the  Oregon  Trail  series  changed 
over  a period  of  years,  and  at  one  point  in  the  1930s,  none  other  than  Wayte 
Raymond  became  involved.  Generally,  distribution  was  handled  by  various 
entities  out  of  New  York  City.  The  original  production  of 1926  and  1926-S 
half  dollars  was  far  too  many  for  the  market  and  tens  of  thousands  remained 
held  by  the  Treasury  Department  until  the  commission  called  for  them.  In 
the  meantime,  in  1928  additional  Oregon  half  dollars  were  minted — for 
reasons  remaining  obscure  today — but  were  not  released  during  the  decade, 
as  the  Treasury  insisted  that  the  ones  from  1926  be  picked  up  first! 

With  such  a glut,  and  with  some  still  remaining,  even  more  were  pro- 
duced in  1933,  at  the  Denver  Mint,  but  just  to  the  extent  of  5,000  pieces. 
The  occasion  was  the  Century  of  Progress  Exposition  in  Chicago.  After  that, 
none  were  struck  in  1935,  but  in  1936  the  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco 
Mints  produced  them,  followed  by  a lone  1937-D  issue,  then  sets  from  all 
three  Mints  in  1938  and  1939.  Mintages  toward  the  end  dwindled,  position- 
ing the  1939  as  rare  today. 

The  abuses  of  distribution,  the  poor  aftermarket,  and  alleged  profiteer- 
ing caused  lots  of  complaints.  In  1939  Congress  shut  the  door  on  future 
commemorative  issues  because  of  this.  It  was  not  until  the  1946  Iowa  and 
Booker  T.  Washington  half  dollars  that  commemorative  production  was 
again  resumed. 
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Today  the  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  half  dollars  are  highly  prized.  In 
tact,  a few  years  ago  the  Society  for  United  States  Commemorative  Coins 
(SUSCC)  took  a poll  among  its  members,  and  this  was  elected  as  the  all- 
time  favorite  design.  The  obverse  and  reverse  were  done  by  the  husband 
and  wife  team  of  James  Earle  Fraser  and  Laura  Gardin  Fraser,  two  of  the 
most  highly  acclaimed  sculptors  and  medallic  artists  of  the  era.  Comprising 
14  different  date  and  mintmark  varieties,  a set  of  Oregon  Trail  Memorial 
halt  dollars  is  easily  enough  collected  today,  possibly  not  in  the  lofty  superb 
gem  grades  reflected  by  the  Jewell  Collection,  but  certainly  affordable  in 
preservation  of,  say,  MS-64  and  MS-65.  If  you  are  looking  for  something 
interesting  to  collect  that  can  turn  into  a nice  display,  you  might  wish  to 
consider  the  series.  It'your  budget  permits,  the  Jewell  Collection  offers  some 
extraordinary  quality  pieces. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009340 


Extraordinary  1926-S  Oregon  Trail 

Top  PCGS  Roster 


1902  1926-S  Oregon.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Extraordinary  is  certainly  an 
appropriate  description  of  this  coin,  standing  at  the  very  top  of  the 
PCGS  roster,  and  with  just  three  other  certification  events  keeping 
it  company.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  sharply  struck,  highly 
lustrous,  and  have  light  golden  and  iridescent  toning.  A treat  to 
the  eye.  “Bragging  rights”  are  in  store  for  the  next  owner  of  this 
coin. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
the JFS  Collection,  August  2004,  Lot  4289. 

PCGS  #009341 


1903  1928  Oregon.  MS-68  (NGC).  Remarkable  is  certainly  a fine  term 
for  this  piece,  standing  at  the  top  of  the  NGC  roster,  with  just  two 
others  keeping  it  company.  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  with  light 
champagne  surfaces,  the  piece  is  a treat  to  the  eye. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009342 


1904  1928  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light 
golden  toning.  Although  a number  of  others  have  been  certified 
as  MS-67  by  PCGS,  not  a single  one  has  crossed  the  line.  Another 
exceptional  coin  from  the  Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  Population:  50;  none  finer. 

The  distribution  this  year  was  only  6,028,  as  such  a large  backlog 
remained  of  undistributed  1926-S  issues.  These  were  not  distributed  until 
the  early  1930s. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009342 


1905  1933-D  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
light  golden  toning.  Sharply  struck.  Another  wonderful  coin — eas- 
ily enough  available  in  such  grades  as  MS-64  and  MS-65,  perhaps 
even  in  MS-66,  but  quite  rare  in  the  preservation  here  offered. 

PCGS  Population:  56;  none  finer. 

The  distribution  of  this  issue  was  just  5,000  pieces,  a record  low  to  this 
point  in  time. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009343 


1906  1934-D  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Here  we  go  again:  another 
truly  remarkable  coin  that  stands  as  the  acme  of  PCGS  certification. 
Rich  silver  surfaces,  nicely  struck,  with  a whisper  of  golden  toning. 
Only  7,000  were  distributed.  To  see  it  is  to  want  to  own  it. 

PCGS  Population:  41;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009344 
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Finest  NGC  1936  Oregon 


1907  1936  Oregon.  MS-68 ☆ (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous,  with 
gold,  magenta,  and  iridescent  toning  around  the  rims  on  both  sides. 
Highest  graded  by  NGC  with  none  to  the  left  or  right  or  above.  A 
coin  that  is  great  for  anyone  accumulating  a highest  graded  set  or 
anyone  who  insists  upon  good  eye  appeal  and  sharp  strike. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009345 


1908 


1936  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A superb  gem  specimen,  with 
one  MS-68  keeping  this  coin  from  being  at  the  highest  PCGS 
level!  Lustrous  and  attractive,  sharply  struck,  with  a hint  of  golden 
toning. 

The  distribution  ot  this  year  was  10,006,  feeding  into  the  commemora- 
tive boom  of  1935-1936,  which  effectively  sopped  up  the  backlog  of  these 
issues  held  by  the  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Commission. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009345 


Incredible  1936-S  Oregon  Trail  Half  Dollar 
Top  PCGS  Grade 


2x  photo 

1909  1936-S  Oregon.  MS-68  (PCGS).  A simply  incredible  piece,  this 


stands  at  the  top  of  the  PCGS  roster,  with  just  two  others.  While 
we  haven’t  seen  those  two,  or  probably  have  not,  we  can  say  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  envision  pieces  that  are  equal  to  or  finer  than 
the  present  one  in  terms  of  artistic  appeal.  Both  sides  are  sharply 
struck  and  deeply  frosty,  with  a hint  of  rainbow  toning. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

The  distribution  of  this  issue  slipped  to  just  5,000,  tying  the  1933-D  for 
smallest  production  quantity  thus  far  in  the  series. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
the JFS  Collection,  August  2004,  Lot  4295. 

PCGS  #009346 


Superb  1936-S  Oregon  Trail 


1910  1936-S  Oregon.  MS-68  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen,  ranking 
high  on  the  NGC  listing.  Sharply  struck,  almost  medallic  in  its 
relief,  with  rich  lustre  overlaid  with  light  golden  toning.  A simply 
superb  coin  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint. 

NGC  Census:  7;  1 finer  (MS-68'wj. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009346 
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2x  photo 


Fantastic  1937-D  Oregon  Trail 
Solo  NGC  MS-69 


1911  1937-D  Oregon.  MS-69  (NGC).  Here  it  is.  The  one  and  only. 

Certified  as  MS-69  by  NGC,  this  is  the  only  1937-D  Oregon  Trail 
that  has  received  this  honor.  Beyond  that,  the  coin  lives  up  to  its 
expectations — being  sharply  struck,  very  lustrous,  and  with  light 


golden  toning,  nicely  framed  with  a halo  of  magenta  around  the 
rims.  As  pretty  as  a picture! 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009347 


1912  1937-D  Oregon.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  sharply 
struck,  and  very  attractive.  A hint  of  golden  toning  is  seen  over 
frosty  surfaces.  A lovely  piece  that  will  occupy  an  honored  position 
in  a high  quality  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  35;  1 finer  (MS-69). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009347 


1913  1937-D  Oregon.  MS-68  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  this  piece 
must  not  have  appeared  much  different  on  the  day  it  was  coined. 
If  brilliant  coins  are  your  forte,  this  piece  is  for  you.  Adding  to  the 
appeal  is  its  status  high  among  pieces  certified  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  40;  4 finer  (MS-69  finest). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009347 


1914  1938  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  toning. 
Nicely  struck.  An  exceptional  example  of  this  somewhat  scarce 
issue,  with  just  6,000  distributed. 

PCGS  Population:  52;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009348 
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Superb  Gem  1938-D  Oregon  Trail 


1915  1938-D  Oregon.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 
toning  on  both  sides,  accented  by  a few  wisps  of  gold  and  magenta. 
Another  truly  remarkable  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar.  One  could 
become  spoiled  by  viewing  this  and  other  Oregon  Trail  coins  in 
the  Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  Population:  22;  1 finer  (MS-69). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009349 


1916 


Ultra-Grade  1938-S  Oregon  Half  Dollar 


1938-S  Oregon.  MS-68  (NGC).  Light  brown  and  gold  toning 
with  hints  of  magenta  characterize  the  patination  on  both  sides. 
Sharply  struck.  One  of  the  finest  graded  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  13;  4 finer  (MS-68&  finest). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009350 


1917 


1938-S  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous 
with  light  gray  toning  and  some  splashes  of  gold.  Not  a great  rarity, 
but  certainly  a high-quality  coin. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009350 


Landmark  1939  Oregon  Trail  Half  Dollar 
Top  PCGS  Grade 


1918  1939  Oregon.  MS-68  (PCGS).  A landmark  by  any  consideration, 
this  1939  Oregon  Trail,  with  a distribution  of  just  3,000  pieces, 
stands  at  the  top  PCGS  grade — with  just  three  others  keeping  it 
company.  Of  course,  it  is  not  known  whether  this  represents  three 
different  coins  or  whether  the  same  coin(s)  might  have  been  sent 
in  more  than  once.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  sharply  struck 
and  highly  lustrous.  Light  gold  and  heather  toning  is  seen  on  both 
sides.  After  you  buy  this  coin  you  can  put  your  mind  on  something 
else — no  need  to  ever  upgrade  it! 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
the JFS  Collection,  August  2004,  Lot  4303. 

PCGS  #009352 


Marvelous  1939-D  Oregon  Half  Dollar 
Top  PCGS  Grade 


1919  1939-D  Oregon.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  lus- 
trous, and  beautiful — rich  silver  surfaces  with  a hint  of  iridescent 
toning.  Combine  the  preceding  with  the  low  distribution  of  3, 000 
pieces  and  the  result  is  a marvelous  coin — a trophy  item  par  excel- 
lence. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009353 


1920  1939-S  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Rounding  out  this  magnificent 
offering  of  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  half  dollars  from  the  Jewell 
Collection  is  this  superb  piece,  ranking  high  in  the  PCGS  certifica- 
tion listing.  Both  sides  are  sharply  struck  and  highly  lustrous.  Light 
golden  toning  is  seen  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  Only  3,000  were 
minted. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009354 
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Superb  Gem  1915-S  Pan-Pacific  Half  Dollar 


1921  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen 

with  richly  lustrous  surfaces.  Delicate  golden  toning  on  the  obverse, 
light  blue  and  golden  toning  on  the  reverse.  One  of  the  nicest  seen 
from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint. 

The  1915  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition,  held  on  the  shore 
of  San  Francisco  Bay  in  that  year,  represented  the  last  truly  great  and  ornate 
world’s  fair  held  in  the  United  States.  No  effort  was  spared  to  create  a veri- 
table city  of  ornate  buildings,  the  contents  of  which  showcased  American 
advances  in  art,  science,  and  technology.  The  occasion  was  twofold:  to 
celebrate  the  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal  (in  1914)  and  the  rebirth  of  San 
Francisco  from  the  disastrous  earthquake  and  fire  of  1906.  The  economic 
times  were  heady,  and  the  fair  was  a great  success  from  beginning  to  end. 

The  numismatic  department  was  controlled  by  Farran  Zerbe,  a past 
president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  and  a seasoned  exhibi- 
tor at  various  fairs  and  exhibitions.  Some  account  of  Zerbe,  romanticized, 
appeared  in  the  latest  issue  of  our  Numismatic  Sun. 

The  San  Francisco  Mint  thought  of  moving  a coining  press  to  the  Expo- 
sition to  produce  commemorative  half  dollars  on  the  spot.  However,  reality 
intervened,  and  all  the  coins  were  struck  in  the  standard  facility. 

Today  in  2006  the  commemorative  coins  from  the  Panama-Pacific 
International  Exposition  stand  as  the  most  elegant  of  all  sets,  a complete 
grouping  of  which  consists  of  the  half  dollar,  gold  dollar,  quarter  eagle,  and 
two  formats  of  the  $50  pieces. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009357 


Superb  Gem  1920  Pilgrim  Tercentenary 

Finest  PCGS  Grade 


1922  1920  Pilgrim.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  example,  extraordinary 
in  its  preservation,  of  this  popular  issue.  Produced  to  honor  the 
300th  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  on  the  shore 
above  Cape  Cod,  this  issue  saw  wide  circulation  throughout  New 
England.  Most  coins  were  handled  rather  carelessly  during  the 
minting  and  distribution  process,  with  the  result  that  today  the 
typical  piece  is  apt  to  be  MS-62  to  MS-64,  usually  peppered  with 
bagmarks,  most  obvious  in  the  obverse  field.  The  present  piece  is  a 
remarkable  exception,  as  reflected  by  its  status  as  the  highest  grade 
given  by  PCGS,  although  some  others  keep  it  company.  Both  sides 
have  attractive  light  golden  and  brown  toning  around  the  rims. 

PCGS  Population:  25;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
the JFS  Collection,  August  2004,  Lot  4307. 

PCGS  #009359 


Superb  Gem  1921  Pilgrim  Half  Dollar 

Finest  PCGS  Grade 


1923  1921  Pilgrim.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  especially  rich  and 
lustrous  surfaces.  Splashes  of  rainbow  toning  are  seen  around  the 
rims,  and  on  the  reverse  there  is  light  gold  overall.  A superb  coin 
from  both  an  aesthetic  viewpoint  and  from  the  aspect  of  having 
none  finer  certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  17 ; none  finer. 

This  is  another  one  of  the  weird  anniversaries  in  the  commemorative 
series.  There  is  no  particular  reason  that  this  coin  should  have  been  made, 
as  192 1 represents  the  301  st  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  Pilgrims  in  what  is 
now  known  as  Plymouth,  Massachusetts.  In  1921  there  were  still  thousands 
of  1920  Tercentenary  half  dollars  undistributed.  However,  it  was  thought 
that  collectors  would  provide  a market  for  a new  issue  of  small  mintage, 
and  they  did. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Fleritage’s  sale  of 
the JFS  Collection,  August  2004,  Lot  4309. 

PCGS  #009360 


1924  1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 
toning  on  both  sides.  Some  splashes  of  magenta  around  the  bor- 
ders. 

PCGS  Population:  21;  none  finer. 

This  issue  celebrates  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Rhode 
Island  and  the  Providence  Plantations,  as  they  were  called.  Distribution 
took  place  in  1936,  at  the  height  of  the  commemorative  market.  Horace  M. 
Grant,  Providence  professional  numismatist,  was  involved,  not  necessarily  to 
his  credit,  as  he  issued  phony  news  releases.  Over  the  years  the  distribution 
of  commemorative  coins  furnished  a temptation  that  certain  numismatists 
could  not  overcome,  the  list  of  such  persons  beginning  in  a significant  way 
with  Farran  Zerbe  who  had  charge  of  the  1903-dated  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition  gold  dollars. 

Eventually,  the  Rhode  Island  halves  were  distributed  widely,  although 
by  as  late  as  the  1950s  it  was  not  unusual  to  find  groups  of  several  hundred 
in  the  hands  of  coin  dealers  and  wholesalers.  Today  in  2006  they  are  typi- 
cally seen  one  at  a time. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
March  2004,  Lot  6963. 

PCGS  #009363 
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Gem  1936-D  Rhode  Island 


1925  1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  light  toning  on  both  sides.  A splendid  specimen  of  the  Denver 
Mint  version  of  this  popular  coin. 

PCGS  Population:  43;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009364 


1926 


1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a hint  of 
toning.  Highly  lustrous.  A very  nice  example  and  quite  afford- 
able— a chance  to  land  a coin  with  thejewell  Collection  pedigree 
for  a price  that  may  well  be  in  three  figures  instead  of  $1,000  or 
more. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009365 


Remarkable  Quality  1937  Roanoke 

Highest  PCGS  Grade 


1927 


1937  Roanoke.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  hints 
of  rainbow  toning  around  the  rim.  Sharply  struck.  A splendid  ex- 
ample of  this  1937  issue,  rather  late  in  the  commemorative  game. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer. 

The  occasion  was  the  350th  anniversary  of  the  so-called  Lost  Colony 
formed  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  It  is  said  that  the  obverse  portrait  for  the 
coin  was  taken  from  Errol  Flynn,  one  of  the  most  popular  cinema  figures 
of  the  1930s. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
January  2004,  Lot  9638. 

PCGS  #009367 


1928  1936  Robinson.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive  with 
delicate  golden  toning.  Some  splashes  of  gold  around  the  rims.  Just 
one  finer  piece  has  been  certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  57;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009369 


Elegant  1935-S  San  Diego  Half  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Certified 


1929  1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-68  (NGC).  If  you  like  rainbow  toning, 
this  coin  is  for  you!  The  colors  are  primarily  lilac,  with  splashes  of 
magenta,  gold,  and  green,  all  over  richly  lustrous  surfaces.  This 
piece  ranks  very  high  on  the  NGC  listing. 

NGC  Census:  3;  1 finer  (MS-68^). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009371 


1930 


1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a hint  of  ton- 
ing, particularly  gold  around  the  rims.  A very  attractive  example  of 
this  popular  commemorative. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009371 
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1931 


1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-67  (PCGS)  . Brilliant  and  richly  lustrous, 
with  splashes  of  golden  toning  around  the  rims.  One  of  the  nicest 
we  have  seen  of  this  popular  commemorative  issue.  This  coin  pos- 
sesses the  highest  grade  assigned  by  PCGS,  although  others  keep  it 
company. 

PCGS  Population:  64;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
March  2004,  Lot  6969. 

PCGS  #009372 


Gem  1926  Sesquicentennial  Half  Dollar 


1932  1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 
lustre.  Light  golden  toning.  Quite  well  struck.  An  exceptional 
example  of  this  issue,  which  often  lacks  aesthetic  appeal. 

The  Sesquicentennial  Exposition  was  launched  with  high  hopes  in 
1926,  but  it  failed  to  attract  much  attention,  and  was  not  a financial  success. 
Two  commemorative  coins  were  produced  for  it — the  1926  half  dollar  as 
here  and  also  a quarter  eagle.  The  half  dollar  models  and  dies  were  done  in 
very  shallow  relief,  somewhat  reminiscent  of  the  1923-S  Monroe  Doctrine 
Centennial  half  dollar  of  the  same  decade.  In  addition,  many  pieces  were 
not  fully  struck  up  at  the  center,  resulting  in  numerous  bagmarks  from  the 
original  planchet  being  visible,  particularly  on  the  portrait  of  Washington. 
Finding  a coin  with  nice  appearance  can  be  a strong  challenge.  If  you  are 
seeking  one,  the  Jewell  Collection  coin  will  fill  the  bill  exactly. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009374 


1933  1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with 
satiny  lustre  on  both  sides.  Well  struck.  Delicate  toning.  One  of 
the  nicest  graded. 

This  particular  issue  was  the  brainchild  ofL.  W.  Hoffecker,  a professional 
numismatist  who  lived  in  El  Paso,  Texas.  He  had  the  right  connections,  and 
was  able  to  engineer  what  actually  amounted  to  a personal  commemorative 
half  dollar — which  he  distributed  as  he  saw  fit.  The  launching  was  in  1935, 
on  the  cusp  of  the  great  commemorative  boom.  After  selling  the  majority 
of  the  issues  he  stated  that  the  pieces  were  “sold  out,”  triggering  an  im- 
mediate price  rise,  which  he  later  cashed  in  on  by  selling  adequate  supplies 
he  had  kept  on  hand. 


The  proceeds  were  supposed  to  go  to  a museum  in  El  Paso,  but  we  have 
never  been  able  to  locate  any  specific  records  where  significant  funds  were 
transferred  or  that  anyone  benefited  other  than  Hoffecker  himself.  Later, 
Hoffecker  distributed  the  1936  Elgin  Centennial  half  dollars,  this  second  coin 
being  sold  in  a straightforward  manner,  without  a whisper  of  wrongdoing. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009376 


1934  1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  of 
this  very  popular  issue  from  the  1920s,  one  that  had  a wide  appeal 
throughout  the  South.  On  the  obverse  are  shown  generals  Robert 
E.  Lee  and  “Stonewall”  Jackson,  as  eventually  depicted  on  the  side 
of  Stone  Mountain,  a monolith  in  Georgia  that  today  stands  as  one 
of  the  greatest  attractions  in  the  state. 

The  sculpturing  was  done  by  Gutzon  Borglum,  amid  many  difficulties, 
stops  and  starts,  financial  troubles,  and  more.  However,  it  finally  was  done. 
Today,  Borglum  is  perhaps  better  remembered  for  his  work  in  leading  the 
carving  of  the  Mt.  Rushmore  Memorial,  (a  motif  which  has  become  rather 
tiresome  from  a numismatic  viewpoint,  having  been  over-commemorated 
on  1991  coins,  and  yet  to  come,  the  South  Dakota  State  Quarter). 

Heroic  efforts  were  made  to  sell  these  coins,  with  different  groups  and 
others  involved,  including  well  known  financier  Bernard  Baruch.  It  was 
considered  to  be  a badge  of  loyalty  to  the  memory  of  the  lost  cause,  the 
Confederacy,  to  acquire  one  or  more  of  these  pieces.  Most  went  into  the 
hands  of  the  public,  where  they  were  treated  carelessly.  Today,  examples 
abound  in  high  circulated  grades  as  well  as  lower  Mint  State  levels.  At  the 
MS-67  level,  as  here,  examples  are  quite  scarce. 

The  writer  recalls  that  in  the  1950s  a gentleman  who  operated  a conces- 
sion near  Stone  Mountain  in  Atlanta  had  us  routinely  send  him  all  of  the 
half  dollars  of  this  kind  we  could  find,  as  he  could  sell  them  for  more  on  site 
than  we  could  in  the  numismatic  market.  We  kept  a few  of  the  better  pieces 
for  customers,  and  sent  large  quantities  his  way.  It  made  no  difference  to  his 
sales  whether  the  coins  were  circulated  or  Mint  State. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009378 


1935 


1934  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  of  the  first  year 
of  this  extensive  series,  the  present  1934  is  well  struck  and  lustrous, 
with  light  heather  patination.  Among  PCGS  coins  it  stands  high 
in  the  grading  roster.  Here  commences  an  illustrious  offering  of 
Texas  halves  by  date  and  mint. 

PCGS  Population:  33;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

Although  the  Texas  Centennial  was  properly  celebrated  in  1936,  the 
promoters  could  not  wait,  and  the  first  issues  were  produced  in  1934,  actu- 
ally the  98th  anniversary.  Thus  was  created  another  interesting  numismatic 
footnote  for  those  concerned  with  trivia. 

The  original  half  dollars  of  1934  were  well  received,  leading  to  the  logical 
conclusion  that  the  series  should  be  expanded.  Accordingly,  in  1935  such 
half  dollars,  bearing  the  new  date,  were  produced  in  Philadelphia,  Denver. 
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and  San  Francisco.  The  same  happened  in  1936,  the  actual  Centennial 
year,  when  many  were  sold  at  an  exposition  held  in  Dallas.  However,  not 
content  to  let  matters  rest,  and  with  the  congressional  authorization  being 
unclear  as  to  the  extent  of  such  half  dollars,  more  were  minted  in  1937,  and 
still  more  in  1938. 

However,  production  peaked  in  1934,  and  afterward  registered  a fairly 
steady  decline. 

While  many  commemorative  series  have  had  ups  and  downs  in  the 
market,  year  in  and  year  out  the  Texas  pieces  have  remained  popular.  It 
seems  that  numismatists  in  the  Lone  Star  State  find  these  especially  attrac- 
tive, with  nothing  better  than  having  one  of  each  of  the  13  varieties  that 
comprises  a complete  set. 

As  with  the  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  half  dollars,  the  Texas  half  dollars 
from  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection  are  extraordinary — representing  a fan- 
tastic opportunity.  However,  beyond  that,  and  in  lesser  grades  elsewhere  in 
the  marketplace,  the  series  is  quite  affordable,  especially  at  levels  of  MS-63 
and  MS-64.  Did  you  know  that  these  coins  today  often  sell  for  fractions  of 
what  they  did  at  the  height  of  the  market  in  1990?  It  is  true. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009381 


Extraordinary  1935  Texas  Half  Dollar 

Highest  PCGS  Grade 


1936  1935  Texas.  MS-68  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  of  extraordinary 
quality  and  merit.  Sharply  struck  and  highly  lustrous.  Delicate 
golden  toning  is  seen  on  both  sides.  They  don’t  come  any  finer 
than  this  in  a PCGS  holder! 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009382 


Memorable  1935-D  Texas  Half  Dollar 
Among  Finest  Graded 


1937  1935-D  Texas.  MS-68  (NGC).  A memorable  coin,  with  brilliant 
silver  lustre  accented  with  a few  hints  of  gold.  One  of  the  finest 
graded  by  NGC  and  certainly  among  the  most  attractive  to  appear 
on  the  auction  market  in  recent  times. 

NGC  Census:  3;  2 finer  (MS-68*  finest). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009383 


1938  1935-D  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  in  what 
the  French  call  FDC  (Fleur  de  Coin),  but  which  some  clever 
person  a few  decades  back  thought  could  be  well  adopted  into  the 
American  series,  perhaps  representing  First  Day  Condition.  The 
piece  is  incredible  in  its  quality  and  appeal. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009383 


1939 


1935-S  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous  with 
light  gray  toning  on  both  sides.  Among  the  finest  certified  by  PCGS, 
this  piece  will  play  to  a wide  audience. 

PCGS  Population:  41;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

Front  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009384 


1940  1936  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  gray  toning. 
Highly  lustrous.  Another  exceptional  1936  half  dollar.  The  market 
has  looked  the  other  way  in  recent  years,  with  the  result  that  even 
exceptional  grades,  as  here,  can  be  quite  affordable. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009386 
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Landmark  1936-D  Texas  Half  Dollar 

Highest  PCGS  Grade 


1941  1936-D  Texas.  MS-68  (PCGS).  For  those  readers  who  follow 
certification  population  reports,  this  piece  is  of  exceptional  interest, 
ranking  as  it  does  at  the  highest  designation  assigned  by  PCGS, 
with  fewer  than  a dozen  others.  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant,  with 
delicate  toning,  this  coin  will  satisfy  the  most  particular  buyer. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009387 


1942 


193 6-S  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Perhaps 
another  “FDC”  coin.  Among  the  finest  graded. 

PCGS  Population:  49;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009388 


1943  1936-S  Texas.  MS-67  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous  with 
light  golden  toning  accented  by  a whisper  of  gold.  Beautiful! 
NGC  Census:  44;  4 finer  (MS-68  finest). 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009388 


Exceptional  Grade  1937  Half  Dollar 

Highest  NGC  Assignment 


1944  1937  Texas.  MS-68  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  toning. 
Only  a handful  of  other  pieces  have  been  graded  this  high  by  NGC, 
with  none  finer. 

NGC  Census:  6;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009390 


1945  1937  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a hint 
of  toning.  Another  superb  piece,  high  in  the  PCGS  roster,  but  yet 
quite  affordable. 

It  is  truly  interesting  in  the  numismatic  market  that  when  a series  is 
not  particularly  popular  at  a given  time  (although  it  may  have  been  very 
popular  in  the  past  and  may  be  popular  in  the  future),  buyers  tend  not  to 
get  excited.  However,  from  the  standpoint  of  investment  potential,  a slow 
market  is  the  ideal  time  to  buy.  But  should  the  price  of  this  or  any  other 
Texas  half  dollar  triple  in  the  next  year  (not  that  we  think  this  will  happen), 
then  all  of  a sudden  there  would  be  a flood  of  new  buyers,  all  excited  to  get 
as  many  as  possible! 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009390 


Iridescent  1937-D  Texas  Half  Dollar 

Top  NGC  Roster 


1946  1937-D  Texas.  MS-68  (NGC).  A lovely  coin  with  rainbow  ton- 
ing, gold  primarily  but  with  lilac  and  other  colors.  Sharply  struck 
and  highly  lustrous.  Only  two  other  certifications  at  this  level  have 
been  recorded  by  NGC,  with  none  higher. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009391 
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1947  1937-D  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  a 
hint  ot  light  golden  toning  on  the  reverse.  Quality  personified! 
From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009391 


1948  1937-S  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  gray  toning 
and  some  hints  of  gold.  Sharply  struck  and  very  attractive.  None 
finer  graded  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  61;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009392 


1949  1938  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A whisper  ot 
toning  can  be  seen  on  both  sides.  No  finer  grade  has  been  assigned 
by  PCGS.  A marvelous  opportunity7  to  acquire  a coin  of  landmark 
quality. 

PCGS  Population:  26;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009394 


1950  1938-D  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Here  we  go  again:  sharply  struck, 
lustrous,  and  attractive — this  piece  having  light  lilac  toning  with 
some  splashes  of  gold.  As  pretty  as  can  be.  And,  as  a bonus,  no  finer 
example  has  been  certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  56;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009395 


Exceptional  Grade  193  8-S  Texas 


1951  1938-S  Texas.  MS-68  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  lustrous  surfaces. 
Delicate  iridescent  toning  on  both  sides.  An  exceptional  example 
of  the  last  year  of  the  series,  a coin  of  which  fewer  than  8,000  were 
distributed.  Nice  from  any  and  all  aspects. 

NGC  Census:  5;  3 finer  (MS-68ir  finest). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009396 


1952  1938-S  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  in  exceptional 
high  grade.  Very  close  in  quality  to  the  preceding,  but  one  number 
difference  can  create  a big  gap  in  price.  Light  gray  toning  with  some 
hints  of  gold. 

PCGS  Population:  42;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009396 

Impressive  1925  Vancouver  Half  Dollar 
High  PCGS  Grade 


1953  1925  Vancouver.  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  impressive  example  with 
deep,  rich,  lustrous  surfaces.  Splashes  ofrainbow  color  are  seen  on 
both  sides.  Not  often  encountered  in  such  quality. 

PCGS  Population:  45;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009399 
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Superb  1927  Vermont  Sesquicentennial 


1954  1927  Vermont.  MS-68  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Light  gold 
and  iridescent  toning  on  both  sides.  Few  pieces  we  have  ever  seen 
are  nicer  than  this.  The  present  piece  is  exceptional  in  its  quality. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  (MS-68i!r). 

The  occasion  of  the  1927  Vermont  half  dollar,  often  called  the  Ben- 
nington half  dollar  years  ago,  was  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  Batde  of 
Bennington.  The  obverse  features  the  portrait  of  Ira  Allen,  in  exceptionally 
high  relief,  a situation  which,  seemingly,  did  not  cause  any  problems  in 
striking,  even  though  the  catamount  on  the  reverse  is  opposite  in  the  dies 
and  is  also  high  relief.  These  coins  must  have  been  struck  very  carefully  with 
excellent  attending  of  the  press. 

Distribution  was  primarily  to  citizens  ofVermont,  through  the  various 
banks.  However,  the  numismatic  community  took  up  its  own  share.  In 
the  1950s  Charles  French  of  Troy,  New  York,  a well  known  dealer  of  the 
era,  set  about  hoarding  these,  and  over  a period  of  time  acquired  hundreds 
of  pieces.  There  was  no  particular  emphasis  at  that  time  on  grade,  and  the 
typical  coin  acquired  was  apt  to  be  what  we  might  call  MS-62  to  MS-64 
today.  Most  coins  then  and  now  are  quite  bagmarked,  particularly  on  the 
obverse  portrait. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009401 


Another  Exceptional  1927  Vermont 


1955  1927  Vermont.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  richly  lustrous. 
Another  exceptional  coin  with  relatively  few  surface  marks  of  any 
kind— simply  extraordinary.  Light  toning  over  silver  surfaces. 
PCGS  Population:  20;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009401 


1956  1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  impressive 
example  of  the  first  year  of  this  long-lived  series,  the  present  coin  is 
about  as  nice  as  we  have  seen.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  highly 
lustrous  and  with  relatively  few  bagmarks.  The  toning  is  iridescent, 
mainly  lilac  and  electric  blue. 

PCGS  Population:  24;  1 (MS-68). 

The  Booker  T.  Washington  half  dollars  were  launched  with  great  expec- 
tations in  1946,  with  various  promotions  intended  to  help  out.  However, 


sales  fell  short  of  expectations,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  pieces  remained 
undistributed.  Sensing  a continuing  opportunity,  the  memorial  association 
continued  ordering  coins  in  1947,  then  again  from  1948  through  1951, 
each  year  from  three  different  mints.  Distribution  efforts  included  having 
Bebee’s  (Chicago)  and  Stack’s  (New  York)  help  out  with  the  numismatic 
end  of  things.  However,  large  quantities  remained  on  the  market,  with 
many  melted  in  the  1950s.  No  particular  track  was  kept  of  the  destruction, 
and  today  it  is  not  known  for  certain  how  many  were  actually  distributed. 
Again,  collectors  with  an  interest  in  this  situation  as  well  as  technical  aspects 
can  refer  to  Dave  Bowers’  1992  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia.  Out  of  print  for  a number  of  years,  this  volume  is 
available  free  on  loan  from  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Library 
in  Colorado  Springs. 

The  Booker  T.  Washington  commemorative  half  dollars  and  their  suc- 
cessors the  Carver-Washington  pieces,  distributed  by  the  same  group,  were 
handled  very  roughly  at  the  Mint  and  during  the  storage  and  transportation 
processes.  In  addition,  the  striking  was  not  particularly  careful.  As  a result, 
the  typical  B.T.W.  half  dollar  is  apt  to  have  extensive  marks  on  the  portrait 
on  the  obverse,  these  coming  from  handling  and  also,  on  some,  from  marks 
on  the  original  planchet  that  were  not  obliterated  during  the  striking  process. 
If  you  were  to  have  visited  B.T.W.  half  dollars  two  decades  ago,  when  PCGS 
wasjust  starting  business,  you  would  have  found  that  coins  in  MS-65  grade 
were  virtually  unheard  of.  However,  since  then  there  has  been  a slipping  of 
interpretation  standards,  and  today  such  coins  turn  up  with  some  frequency. 
However,  relatively  few  can  match  the  quality  of  the  Jewell  Collection. 

Today  the  assembling  ofa  complete  collection  ofBooker  T.  Washington 
half  dollars  and  also  Carver-Washington  half  dollars  by  date  and  mint  is  af- 
fordable to  just  about  anyone.  Such  grades  as  MS-64  and  MS-65  are  readily 
available,  although  some  cherrypicking  is  needed  in  order  to  get  coins  with 
good  aesthetic  appeal.  If  you  can  afford  them,  the  Jewell  Collection  coins, 
which  despite  their  elegant  grade  levels  are  relatively  inexpensive,  represent 
many  opportunities  well  worth  considering. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
the JFS  Collection,  August  2004,  Lot  4337. 

PCGS  #009404 


1957  1946-D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  Very  attractive  with  delicate  blue  toning  and  some  whispers 
of  gold.  About  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen! 

PCGS  Population:  13;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
the  JFS  Collection,  August  2004,  Lot  4339. 

PCGS  #009405 


1958  1946-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
light  gold  and  magenta  toning.  Highly  lustrous.  Hand  picked  for 
quality,  this  being  the  guiding  precept  of  Richard  Jewell  when  he 
assembled  this  remarkable  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  32;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009406 
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1959  1947  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous  with  just  a hint  of  toning.  Another  exceptional  coin. 

Mark  well  the  certification  data  accompanying  each,  pointing  out  how 
elusive  these  are  in  absolute  terms. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009408 


1960  1947-D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
a hint  of  light  toning.  Lustrous  and  beautiful. 

PCGS  Population:  57;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009409 


1961 


Pinnacle  1947-S  B.T.W.  Half  Dollar 


Highest  PCGS  Grade 


1947-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Only  one 
other  has  been  certified  at  this  high  level  by  PCGS,  both  at  the 
pinnacle  of  the  grading  assignment.  The  present  piece  is  somewhat 
prooflike  on  obverse  and  reverse,  from  lightly  polished  dies,  unusual 
in  itself,  but  not  necessarily  contributing  to  the  grading  number. 
A trophy  coin  if  there  ever  was  one! 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009410 


1962  1948  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
richly  lustrous.  Attractive.  About  as  nice  as  the  day  it  was  first  made 
(but  before  being  run  through  a counting  machine  and  tossed  into 
a bag,  as  happened  to  most  other  pieces). 

PCGS  Population:  98;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009412 


Elegant  1948-D  B.T.W.  Half  Dollar 
Top  PCGS  Grade 


2 x photo 

1963  1948-D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-67  (PCGS).  With  a low 
distribution  of  no  more  than  8,000  (the  actual  quantity  not  being 
known)  and  its  status  as  one  ofjust  two  graded  at  this  level  by 
PCGS,  the  present  piece  is  indeed  exceptional  and  important.  We 
expect  a lot  of  bidding  interest  as  this  crosses  the  auction  block, 
deservedly  so. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009413 
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1964  1948-D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-67  (NGC).  NGC  has  12 

grading  instances  at  this  level,  including  the  present  piece,  with 
none  finer.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  lustrous  with  a nuance  of 
toning.  Quite  rare  in  this  lofty  state. 

NGC  Census:  12;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009413 


1967  1949  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS) . Brilliant,  lustrous, 
and  somewhat  prooflike.  A remarkable  quality  coin,  and  yet  with  a 
market  value  only  in  the  hundreds  of  dollars — not  the  thousands. 
Again,  we  suggest  that  you  contemplate  this  series  for  a new  col- 
lecting opportunity. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009416 


Remarkable  Quality  1948-S  B.T.W.  Half  Dollar 

Top  PCGS  Grade 


1965  1948-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Another  re- 
markable coin,  this  is  one  ofjust  three  earning  the  MS-67  ranking 
by  PCGS,  with  none  higher.  The  distribution  was  no  more  than 
8,000  pieces,  and  may  not  have  even  been  that  many. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009414 


1966  1948-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous,  very  attractive.  One  of  the  finest  graded  by  NGC  and 
certainly  one  of  the  nicest  in  existence  anywhere. 

NGC  Census:  23;  3 finer  within  any  designation. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  the  Bingham 
Collection. 

PCGS  #009414 


Superb  Gem  1949-D  B.T.W. 
Among  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


1968  1949-D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
richly  lustrous  with  a hint  of  toning.  None  finer  graded  by  PCGS, 
with  just  a handful  of  others  at  this  level.  Another  remarkable  coin 
that  is  bound  to  attract  much  notice  when  it  crosses  the  block  for 
sale.  Be  there! 

PCGS  Population:  6;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
the JFS  Collection,  March  2005,  Lot  10795. 

PCGS  #009417 


Superb  Gem  1949-S  B.T.W.  Half  Dollar 

Finest  PCGS  Grade 


1969  1949-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous  with  a hint  of  golden  toning.  A superb  gem  specimen  that 
ranks  as  the  highest  grade  assigned  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009418 


390 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 


()lie  (^Aichatd  Jewell  Collection  erf)  %.< g$.  ‘ foommemozalive  ' (oorns  • SESSION  I WO 


1970  1950  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous  with  a hint  of  toning.  Nicely  struck  and  very  attractive. 
No  more  than  6,000  distributed. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009420 


1971  1950  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 
very  light  toning.  An  attractive  example. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009420 


1972 


1950-D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 
light  lilac  toning.  Richly  lustrous.  One  of  not  more  than  6,000 
distributed  of  this  issue. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009421 


1973 


1950-D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
a hint  of  blue-gray  toning.  Superb! 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009421 


1974  1950-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-67  ☆ (NGC).  Brilliant 
and  somewhat  prooflike,  struck  from  polished  dies.  Highest  grade 
assigned  by  NGC.  A remarkable  coin. 

NGC  Census:  7;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009422 


1975  1950-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
delicate  toning  on  both  sides.  A small  gray  spot  is  seen  at  the  lower 
left  rim.  Among  the  highest  graded  by  PCGS,  but  kept  company 
by  quite  a few  others. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009422 


1976  1951  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous  with  delicate  golden  toning.  Another  remarkable  coin. 
From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009424 


1977  1951-D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
somewhat  prooflike.  A splendid  example  of  a quality  not  often  seen. 
No  more  than  7,000  were  distributed. 

NGC  Census:  17;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009425 
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1978  1951-D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
richly  lustrous.  A hint  of  champagne  toning  is  seen. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009425 


1979  1951  -S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  light  gray  and  blue  toning.  An  outstanding  example,  a treat 
to  observe. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
the JFS  Collection,  August  2004,  Lot  4356. 

PCGS  #009426 


Extraordinary  1936  Wisconsin  Half  Dollar 

Finest  PCGS  Grade 


1980  1936  Wisconsin.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
a hint  of  golden  toning.  An  extraordinary  quality  example  of  this 
otherwise  readily  available  commemorative  half  dollar  from  the 
watershed  year  of  1936.  Always  popular. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  none  finer. 

The  event  celebrated  here  is  not  the  centennial  of  statehood  but, 
instead,  was  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  territorial  status  of  what  later 
became  a state. 

The  obverse  design  is  rather  simplistic,  with  two  disconnected  elements, 
certainly  not  destined  to  get  any  artistic  awards.  The  reverse  shows  a badger 
on  a log,  with  arrows  and  branch  in  the  background.  The  design  was  cre- 
ated by  David  Parsons,  a student  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  who  is  not 
honored  on  the  coin.  The  H beneath  the  log  represents  Benjamin  Hawkins, 
an  artist  who  took  the  concept  and  made  models  from  it. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection.  Previously  from  Heritage’s  sale  of 
the  JFS  Collection,  August  2004,  Lot  4369. 

PCGS  #009447 


1981 


1936  York.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  delicate 
golden  toning  overall,  with  some  splashes  of  magenta  at  the  border. 
An  outstanding  example. 

PCGS  Population:  22;  none  finer. 

Observed  is  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  York  County, 
Maine,  located  on  the  seacoast  adjacent  to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

Distribution  was  capably  handled  by  Walter  Nichols,  a consummate 
numismatist  who  fell  heir  to  the  Emery  Collection.  From  all  accounts, 
customers  were  happy  with  the  results. 

The  York  half  dollars  seem  to  have  been  handled  with  care,  perhaps  as 
the  recipient  was  a numismatist,  and  Nichols  may  have  insisted  on  quality 
coins.  In  other  instances  in  which  numismatists  were  involved  during  this 
era,  good  quality  coins  also  reached  buyers — examples  include  the  1935  Old 
Spanish  Trail  and  1936  Elgin  half  dollars  distributed  by  numismatist  L.W. 
Hoffecker,  the  1936  Cincinnati  by  numismatist  Thomas  G.  Melish,  and  a 
bit  later,  the  1938  New  Rochelle  half  dollar  sponsored  by  the  Westchester 
County  Numismatic  Club. 


From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009449 


1982  1925  Norse  American  medal.  Thick.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous.  An  attractive  example  of  this  popular  issue. 

A medal,  not  a coin,  this  and  related  pieces  were  issued  in  connection 
with  the  Norse  American  Centennial  in  1925.  The  proposers  wanted  a 
coin,  but  did  not  press  their  case  strongly,  not  realizing  that  coins  could  be 
widely  sold  throughout  the  numismatic  market,  but  medals  would  never  be 
as  popular.  Accordingly,  large  quantities  remained  unsold  foryears  afterward. 
However,  in  the  1940s  and  1950s  James,  Inc.,  a Louisville,  Kentucky  firm, 
distributed  many  of  these,  including  in  special  holders  that  had  so-called  half 
dollars  of  other  types  in  them.  Year  by  year  they  became  more  popular. 

Today  in  2006  they  are  quite  popular,  and  there  is  demand  for  them 
whenever  they  are  offered.  The  designs  were  by  James  Earle  Fraser  and  Laura 
Gardin  Fraser,  and  the  striking  was  performed  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 
Pieces  were  made  in  both  thick  and  thin  planchet  forms,  the  thick,  as  here, 
being  the  more  available  of  the  two. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009450 


1983  1925  Norse  American  medal.  Thin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
with  light  golden  toning.  The  scarcer  thin  planchet  variety. 

From  the  Richard Jewell  Collection. 

PCGS  #009451 
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An  Important  Offering  of  Countermarked  Stone  Mountain  Half  Dollars 


We  are  pleased  to  present  here  an  impressive  offering  of  34  coun- 
termarked Stone  Mountain  commemorative  half  dollars,  one  of  the 
largest  presentations  ever  of  this  interesting  series.  These  pieces  were 
countermarked  and  sold  by  the  Stone  Mountain  Confederate  Monu- 
mental Association  as  part  of  the  original  distribution  of  the  half  dollars 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  to  complete  the  Stone  Mountain  me- 
morial. There  is  little  documentation  relating  to  the  countermarking 
and  sale  ot  these  special  pieces,  and  though  the  numbers  stamped  on 
individual  coins  appear  to  begin  with  1 for  each  state,  and  in  some 
cases  continue  to  well  over  1 ,000  for  states  such  as  North  Carolina, 
Tennessee,  and  Virginia,  today  only  a small  fraction  of  the  apparently 
large  number  of  pieces  originally  sold  have  been  traced.  Collector 
Adna  G.  Wilde  has  led  the  effort  to  collect  census  information  on 
these  pieces,  having  begun  his  search  around  1969.  The  August  1987 
issue  ot  The  Numismatist  included  a feature  article  by  Mr.  Wilde  on 
the  subject  of  these  half  dollars.  Therein,  the  complete  census  was 
printed  and  included  only  140  examples.  Today,  the  number  has  grown 
somewhat,  but  there  are  still  many  pieces  to  discover  and  much  to  be 
learned  about  these  interesting  coins. 


1984  Alabama.  Countermarked  “ALA.  76”  EF-40.  Medium  gray 
surfaces  with  some  deeper  toning  in  the  protected  recesses.  Coun- 
termark sharply  impressed,  and  numbered  lower  than  any  Alabama 
examples  known  to  Adna  Wilde  when  he  wrote  his  article  for  The 
Numismatist  in  August  1987. 

Purchased  from  Adna  Wilde,  2001. 


1985  Arkansas.  Countermarked  “ARK.  18  S.L.”  EF-45,  but 

lightly  polished  and  in  a bezel  looped  for  suspension.  Light  silver 
gray  with  faint  toning  around  the  legends.  Countermarks  sharply 
impressed.  A pleasing  low-number  example  from  Arkansas.  The 
additional  “S.L.”  countermark  appears  on  several  specimens,  but 
its  significance  has  not  been  identified. 

From  Heritage’s  sale  of  January  2005,  Lot  10755. 


1986  Arkansas.  Countermarked  “ARK.  226”  AU-50.  Pleasing 
uniform  light  gray.  The  countermarks  arc  sharply  impressed. 

From  the  Adna  Wilde  Collection;  Heritage’s  sale  of  August  2001, 
Lot  8590. 


1987  Arkansas.  Countermarked  “ARK.  270”  AU-50.  Faint  traces 
of  lustre  remain  in  the  protected  recesses.  Attractive  light  gray  with 
some  deeper  toning  highlights  on  both  sides. 


1988  Florida.  Countermarked  “FLA.  17  G.L.”  VF-30,  with  many 
tiny  nicks  from  having  been  worn  as  jewelry.  However,  the  piece 
has  nicely  toned  over  the  years  and  offers  pleasing  lavender  and  gold 
over  steel  gray  surfaces.  Once  mounted  at  12:00,  though  the  loop 
has  been  removed  with  most  edge  remnants  filed  smooth.  A nice 
low  number  from  Florida. 

From  Heritage’s  sale  of  May  2003,  Lot  7178. 


1989  Florida.  Countermarked  “FLA.  108”  AU-55,  but  lightly 
hairlined  from  an  old  cleaning.  Still  pleasing  to  the  eye,  with  uni- 
form pearl  gray  surfaces  and  nice  sharpness.  FLA  somewhat  lightly 
impressed,  but  complete. 

From  Heritage’s  sale  of  August  2001,  Lot  8591. 
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1990  Georgia.  Countermarked  “GA.  16”  AU-50.  Pleasing  smoky 
gray  with  soft  gold,  rose  and  blue  overtones.  Countermarks  nicely 
impressed  on  a pleasing  host  coin,  which  happens  to  be  the  doubled 
die  obverse  variety.  A desirable  low  number  that  is  listed  in  Adna 
Wilde’s  1987  census,  published  in  The  Numismatist,  August  1987, 
and  noted  there  to  be  owned  by  “Morris.” 

Purchased from  Julian  Liedman,  1998. 


Rare  Kentucky  Countermarked  Stone  Mountain  50^ 


1992 


1991  Kentucky.  Countermarked  “KY.  256”  AU-55,  with  consid- 
erable mint  lustre  remaining.  Attractive  silver  gray  surfaces  with 
some  light  toning  noted.  Very  sharply  impressed  countermarks. 
Listed  among  only  three  known  specimens  marked  for  Kentucky 
in  the  1987  Wilde  Census,  noted  there  to  be  owned  by  “Beans 
/ A. Wilde.”  Though  a couple  of  pieces  have  come  to  light  since 
1987,  Kentucky  remains  the  third  rarest  of  the  states  represented 
in  the  series  after  the  District  of  Columbia  and  Missouri.  As  such 
the  present  piece  is  a highlight  of  this  offering.  Chances  to  acquire 
these  are  few  and  far  between. 

From  Heritage’s  sale  of  May  2003,  Lot  7181. 


Louisiana.  Countermarked  “LA.  36  G.L.”  AU-50,  mount 
removedat  12:00.  Pewter  gray  with  some  deeper  toning  highlights. 
Some  small  nicks  are  noted.  Countermarks  are  sharp  and  even. 
A nice  low  number  example  from  Louisiana,  with  the  additional 
“G.L.”  countermark  which,  like  the  “S.L.”  variation,  has  yet  to 
reveal  its  significance.  The  present  example  is  listed  among  seven 
specimens  marked  for  Louisiana  in  the  1987  Wilde  Census.  It  is 
identified  there  as  being  Adna  Wilde’s  own  example.  Today,  the 
population  of  Louisiana  pieces  has  doubled,  but  it  remains  one  of 
the  moderately  scarce  states,  with  fewer  than  half  as  many  known 
asfor  the  most  available  state,  Oklahoma. 

Purchased  from  Adna  Wilde,  2001. 


1995 


1993  Louisiana.  Countermarked  “LA.  156”AU-58.  Light  pearl  gray 
surfaces  with  traces  of  gold  and  blue  at  the  rims.  Boldly  impressed 
countermarks.  A very  pleasing  example. 

From  Heritage’s  sale  of  May  2003,  Lot  7182. 


1994  Mississippi.  Countermarked  “MISS  5 G.L.”  VF-20.  Attractive 
golden  gray  with  deeper  toning  around  the  rims  and  in  the  protected 
recesses.  Mount  carefully  removed  from  the  edge  at  12:00,  with 
only  minor  disturbance  of  the  edge.  The  surfaces  show  nicks  and 
minor  scratches  likely  from  having  been  long  carried  as  a memento. 
A low-number  example  of  the  G.L.  variant,  which  appears  to 
have  been  numbered  separately  from  those  marked  S.L.,  U.D.C., 
or  those  having  no  additional  markings.  Whatever  the  case  with 
the  additional  marks,  Mississippi  remains  one  of  the  scarcer  states 
among  countermarked  Stone  Mountain  half  dollars. 

From  Heritage’s  sale  of  May  2003,  Lot  7183. 


Mississippi.  Countermarked  “MISS  138”  AU-55.  Light  gray 
surfaces  with  some  underlying  lustre  remaining.  Deeply  impressed 
countermarks,  but  with  little  damage  to  the  obverse  of  the  host  coin, 
save  for  some  flattening  of  General  Lee’s  face.  A rather  pleasing 
example  not  known  to  Wilde  in  1987. 

From  Heritage’s  sale  of  May  2003,  Lot  7184. 
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1996  North  Carolina.  Countermarked  “N.  CAR.  91”  AU-55.  At- 
tractive and  uniform  medium  silver  gray  with  considerable  mint 
lustre  remaining  on  both  sides.  Countermarks  are  deeply  impressed. 
Listed  in  the  1987  Wilde  Census,  but  the  owner  was  not  reported. 
North  Carolina  is  one  of  the  better  represented  states  in  the  series, 
and  the  present  piece  is  a very  nice  example. 

Purchased from  Adna  Wilde,  2001. 


1997  North  Carolina.  Countermarked  “N.  CAR.  255”  AU-58, 

with  a few  very  minor  hairlines  noted.  Nice  lustre  on  both  sides 
accentuated  by  light  silver  gray  surfaces.  An  attractive,  well-pre- 
served example  with  sharp  countermarks  and  nice  aesthetic  appeal. 
Listed  in  the  1987  Wilde  Census,  and  noted  there  to  be  owned  by 
“A.  Wilde” 

From  the  Adna  Wilde  Collection;  Heritage’s  sale  of  May  2003,  Lot 
7185. 


1998  Oklahoma.  Countermarked  “OKLA  22  S.L.”  EF-40,  with 
mount  somewhat  roughly  removed  from  12:00,  leaving  a bit  of 
rough  metal  on  the  edge.  Deep  gray  surfaces,  rather  evenly  worn, 
and  without  any  other  detractions  of  note.  Nicely  countermarked. 
The  lowest  numbered  Oklahoma  known  to  Wilde  in  1987,  and 
listed  in  his  census  where  he  reported  the  owner  simply  as  “Gra- 
ham.” 


1999  Oklahoma.  Countermarked  “OKLA  31”  MS-63.  Highly 
lustrous  with  pale  golden  gray  toning  and  tiny  darker  flecks.  One 
of  the  more  attractive  examples  in  the  collection  where  grade  is 
concerned,  and  with  a relatively  low  number  which  adds  to  the 
overall  appeal. 

Purchased  from  Julian  Leidman,  1998. 


2000  Oklahoma.  Countermarked  “OKLA  38  S.L.”  EF-45,  or  per- 
haps slightly  finer  for  sharpness.  Mount  removed  from  12:00.  Slightly 
mottled  pewter  gray  with  light  verdigris  in  places.  Countermarks  all 
sharply  impressed.  A scarcer  Oklahoma  with  the  additional  “S.L.” 
mark.  Adna  Wilde  knew  of  only  two  “S.L.”  marks  for  the  state  when 
his  census  was  published,  along  with  only  a single  “G.L.,”  compared 
with  10  pieces  bearing  the  typical  “OKLA”  and  number. 

From  Heritage’s  sale  of  January  2004,  Lot  9669. 


2001  Oklahoma.  Countermarked  “OKLA  79”  AU-55,  with  light 
hairlines  and  numerous  fine  scratches  on  and  around  the  eagle’s 
breast.  These  are  not  immediately  apparent,  but  can  be  detected  un- 
der magnification.  Still,  the  piece  retains  nice  lustre  and  sharpness. 
Attractive  light  silver  gray  surfaces  with  some  pleasing  champagne 
toning.  Countermarked  “OKLA”  somewhat  uneven,  but  clear, 
while  the  numeral  is  deeply  impressed. 

From  Heritage’s  sale  of  May  2003,  Lot  7186. 
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2002  Oklahoma.  Countermarked  “OKLA  119”.  EF-45.  Medium 
pewter  gray  with  areas  of  slightly  deeper  toning  on  the  reverse. 
Also,  some  light  tape  or  other  adhesive  residue  adheres  to  the  back, 
but  this  could  probably  be  easily  removed.  Countermarks  nicely 
impressed. 


2003  Oklahoma.  Countermarked  “OKLA  241”  EF-45  Attractive 
medium  gray  with  faint  olive-brown  overtones.  An  attractive 
example,  with  no  visible  distractions  and  nicely  impressed  coun- 
termarks. Housed  in  a custom  Capital  Plastics  holder 
From  the  Bill  Fivaz  Collection. 


2004  South  Carolina.  Countermarked  “S.C.  39  S.L.”  AU-50. 

Faintly  hairlined  from  very  old  cleaning,  but  now  evenly  toned 
attractive  pearl  gray  with  pleasing  gold  overtones.  Some  lustre 
remains,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  Mount  rather  cleanly  removed 
from  12:00.  A scarcer  state  in  the  Wilde  census,  with  only  seven 
examples  reported  at  that  time.  For  comparison,  the  most  common 
states  at  that  time  were  Georgia  and  North  Carolina,  with  19  and 
18  examples  respectively. 

From  Heritage’s  sale  of  May  2003,  Lot  7187. 


2005  South  Carolina.  Countermarked  “S.C.  216”  EF-45.  Attrac- 
tive, and  evenly  toned  medium  pewter  gray,  slightly  lighter  on  the 
high  points.  Countermarks  deeply  impressed.  Listed  in  the  1987 
Wilde  Census,  owned  by  “A.  Wilde”  at  that  time  and  purchased 
by  our  consignor  directly  from  him.  The  highest  numbered  South 
Carolina  example  in  the  census. 

Purchased  from  Adna  Wilde,  2001. 
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2006  Tennessee.  Countermarked  “TENN.  157”  AU-55.  Con- 
siderable lustre  remains  on  both  sides,  adding  aesthetic  appeal 
to  otherwise  even  silver  gray  surfaces.  A tiny  reverse  rim  nick  is 
noted,  but  the  piece  has  never  been  mounted  and  it  has  been  nicely 
preserved.  Countermarks  nicely  impressed.  This  example  is  listed 
among  15  specimens  in  the  Wilde  Census,  Tennessee  being  one 
of  the  better  represented  states  in  the  list.  At  that  time,  the  piece 
was  in  the  collection  of  “A.  Wilde,”  and  it  was  purchased  by  our 
consignor  directly  from  him. 

Purchased  from  Adna  Wilde,  2001. 


2007  Tennessee.  Countermarked  “TENN.  164”  AU-58,  orperhaps 
a little  finer,  as  the  superb  lustre  and  general  aesthetic  appeal  are 
those  of  a choice  Mint  State  coin.  Trivial  rub  on  the  highest  points 
is  taken  into  consideration,  however.  Mostly  brilliant  silver  surfaces, 
with  traces  of  gold  at  the  rims.  Countermarks  sharply  impressed. 
Housed  in  a custom  Capital  Plastics  holder. 

From  the  Bill  Fivaz  Collection;  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  August 
2003,  Lot  3460. 


2008  Tennessee.  Countermarked  “TENN.  196”  AU-58.  Brilliant 
silver  surfaces  and  superb  mint  lustre  suggest  a higher  grade,  but 
fine  hairlines  are  evidence  of  an  old  light  cleaning.  Still,  very  sharp, 
attractive,  and  significantly  finer  than  most  Stone  Mountain  coun- 
termarks seen. 
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2009  Tennessee.  Countermarked  “TENN.  754  U.D.C.”  EF-45, 

though  a little  bright  and  somewhat  hairlined  from  cleaning,  just 
beginning  to  tone.  The  UDC  is  believed  to  stand  for  the  United 
Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  and  Adna  Wilde  specifically  men- 
tions this  specimen  in  reference  to  the  stamped  number  on  UDC 
pieces  corresponding  to  UDC  Chapters,  in  this  case  Chapter  754, 
in  Johnson  City,  Tennessee.  This  piece  was  in  the  collection  of 
Adna  Wilde  in  1987. 

From  the  Adna  Wilde  Collection;  Heritage’s  sale  of  May  2003,  Lot 
7 189. 


2010  Texas.  Countermarked  “TEX  35  S.L.”  AU-50,  mounted  in  a 
silver  bezel  with  a suspension  loop  at  12:00.  The  surfaces  are  silver 
gray  with  overtones  of  gold  and  pale  lilac.  Some  lustre  remains  on 
both  sides  and  the  piece  is  rather  attractive  overall.  The  counter- 
marks  are  nicely  impressed  and  clear.  A lower  number  than  any 
seen  by  Wilde  for  the  state  of  Texas  by  1987,  and  marked  “S.L.” 
which  was  unknown  to  him  on  a Texas  countermark  at  the  time 
of  his  article. 

From  Heritage’s  sale  of  May  2003,  Lot  7190. 


2011  Texas.  Countermarked  “TEXAS  [over  VA]  123”  AU-55. 

Uniform  light  gray  surfaces  with  some  old  hairlines  noted.  The 
TEXAS  mark  is  over  an  earlier  VA  countermark,  with  the  X of  the 
three-letter  TEX  gang  punch  over  the  V,  the  original  A undisturbed, 
and  an  S added  at  the  right  end.  Listed  in  the  1987  Wilde  Census, 
owned  by  “A.  Wilde”  at  that  time,  and  plated  in  the  article. 

The  Adna  Wilde  Collection;  Heritage’s  sale  of  August  2001,  Lot 
8600. 


2012  Texas.  Countermarked  “TEXAS  [over  FLA]  200  [over  100]”. 
AU-50.  Light  pewter  gray  surfaces  with  some  deeper  toning  in  the 
more  protected  recesses.  TEXAS  is  punched  over  an  earlier  FLA 
for  Florida  such  that  the  EX  of  the  three-letter  TEX  gang  punch 
is  over  FL,  the  A is  undisturbed,  and  an  S is  added  at  the  right  end. 
The  200  is  also  punched  over  an  earlier  100,  such  that  a 2 is  over 
the  1,  and  the  00  is  undisturbed. 

From  Heritage’s  sale  of  May  2003,  Lot  7192. 


2013 


Texas.  Countermarked  “TEXAS  [over  FLA.]  223”  EF- 

40.  Mostly  deep  steel  gray  with  lighter  silver  centers  and  golden 
brown  highlights  on  the  reverse.  Some  light  verdigris  is  noted  in 
the  reverse  legends.  TEXAS  is  punched  over  an  earlier  FLA  such 
that  the  EX  of  the  three-letter  TEX  gang  punch  is  over  FL,  the 
A is  undisturbed,  and  an  S is  added  to  the  right,  a purposeful  and 
typical  positioning  for  TEXAS  punches  over  FLA.  Countermarks 
sharply  impressed. 

From  Heritage’s  sale  of  May  2003,  Lot  7193. 


2014 


Virginia.  Countermarked  “VA.  266”  MS-63.  Highly  lustrous 
surfaces  with  light  gold  toning  on  both  sides.  A thin  scratch  is  noted 
left  of  the  heads  of  the  generals,  but  this  is  barely  visible  and  still  the 
only  defect  worthy  of  mention.  Countermarks  somewhat  unevenly 
applied,  but  clearly  visible.  A very  attractive  countermarked  Stone 
Mountain  half,  comfortably  nicer  than  the  average  piece  encoun- 
tered. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  November  1998,  Lot  603. 
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2015  Virginia.  Countermarked  “VA.  285”  MS-62.  Attractive 
medium  gray  surfaces  with  some  toning  accents  in  the  reverse 
legends  and  nice  mint  lustre  on  both  sides.  Countermarks  are  deeply 
impressed,  and  overall  this  is  another  outstanding  example  of  the 
series  where  condition  is  concerned,  as  many  seen  are  in  the  EF  to 
AU  range  and  often  mounted,  cleaned,  or  otherwise  mishandled. 
Mint  State  pieces  are  few  and  far  between. 

From  Heritage’s  sale  of  May  2003,  Lot  7194. 


2016  Countermarked  “T-8”  MS-64.  Mostly  brilliant  silver  surfaces 
with  faint  champagne  toning  on  both  sides.  A few  small  areas  of 
golden  brown  on  the  obverse  are  also  noted.  Clearly  not  marked 
for  a particular  state  as  the  typical  countermarked  Stone  Mountain 
half  dollars,  but  several  pieces  are  known  with  similar  marks,  T-l 
and  T-34  having  been  specifically  mentioned  in  the  Wilde  article. 
The  significance  of  these  marks  remains  a mystery.  Housed  in  a 
custom  Capital  Plastics  holder. 

From  the  Bill  Fivaz  Collection;  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  August 
2003,  Lot  3465. 


2017  Countermarked  “WC  22”.EF-45.  Deep  olive  and  golden  brown 
toning  over  medium  silver  gray  surfaces.  Significant  underlying 
lustre  is  noted.  Another  countermark  that  is  presently  unidenti- 
fied as  to  issuer.  However,  like  the  “T-8”  offered  above  and  other 
various  marks  such  as  those  with  a K or  N and  a numeral,  or  just 
a number  as  in  the  case  of  “42”  included  in  Wilde’s  article,  this 
piece  is  likely  connected  in  some  way  to  the  same  Stone  Mountain 
fund-raising  campaign  that  resulted  in  the  extensive  series  of  pieces 
marked  for  the  various  southern  states. 

From  the  Bill  Fivaz  Collection. 
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2018  1941  Western  Reserve  Numismatic  Club  countermarks  on  a 
1936  Cleveland  half  dollar.  Net  MS-60  (ANACS).  Apparently 
net  graded  by  ANACS  due  to  the  countermarks,  as  the  surface 
quality  is  far  finer.  We  would  grade  this  piece  MS-63.  Lustrous 
silver  gray  surfaces  with  some  deeper  gray  toning,  primarily  on 
the  obverse.  The  countermarks  are  sharply  and  evenly  applied. 

These  countermarks,  applied  to  Cleveland  half  dollars  in  1941 
to  commemorate  the  20th  year  anniversary  of  the  Western  Reserve 
Numismatic  Club  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  are  scarcely  offered  for  sale 
publicly.  The  1941  countermarks  were  applied  to  100  examples  of  I 
the  1936  Cleveland  half  dollars,  and  they  are  not  known  on  any 
other  coins.  The  dies  for  the  obverse  and  reverse  countermarks 
were  produced  by  the  Bastian  Brothers  of  Rochester,  New  York. 
An  excellent  article  on  the  subject,  Western  Reserve  Numismatic 
Club  Counterstamps,  by  collector  John  Merz,  appeared  in  the 
November  2004  Issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail.  According 
to  the  article,  the  1941  countermark  dies  were  destroyed  after  the 
100th  coin  was  marked,  and  many  of  these  were  confiscated  by 
the  U.S.  Secret  Service  because  the  countermarks  were  at  that 
time  considered  an  illegal  defacement  of  government  property.  It 
is  estimated  that  perhaps  25  of  the  original  100  pieces  remain  for 
collectors  today,  and  considering  the  rarity  of  public  offerings,  we 
would  not  be  surprised  if  this  estimate  was  right  on  target. 


2019  1941  Western  Reserve  Numismatic  Club  countermarks  on 
a 1936  Cleveland  half  dollar.  MS-63.  Uniformly  brilliant  and 
lustrous  silver  surfaces,  making  this  a particularly  attractive  example. 
The  countermarks  are  sharply  and  evenly  impressed.  Housed  in  a 
serial-numbered  holder  from  MTB  Banking  corporation.  A second 
opportunity  to  acquire  this  rare  countermark. 

The  plate  coin  in  the  November  2004  Commemorative  Trail  article, 
“Western  Reserve  Numismatic  Club  Counterstamps”. 
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2020  1971  Western  Reserve  Numismatic  Club  countermark  on  a 
1936  Cleveland  half  dollar.  Net  MS-60  (ANACS).  Net  graded 
by  ANACS  due  to  the  countermark,  though  we  would  grade  the 
piece  MS-63,  as  the  surface  quality  is  much  finer  than  indicated 
by  the  holder.  The  surfaces  are  mostly  brilliant  with  some  traces 
of  golden  brown  on  the  obverse.  Both  sides  are  highly  lustrous  and 
original.  Marked  in  1971  to  commemorate  the  50th  anniversary 
of  the  Western  Reserve  Numismatic  Club,  similar  style  to  the 
countermarks  produced  for  the  20th  anniversary  in  1941 . In  1971 , 
a new  die  was  produced  and  a small  number  of  1936  half  dollars 
were  countermarked.  Though  estimates  differ  slightly,  it  is  believed 
that  only  13  pieces  were  produced,  making  this  a very  rare  piece. 

The  plate  coin  in  the  November  2004  Commemorative  Trail  article, 
“Western  Reserve  Numismatic  Club  Counterstamps”. 


2021  1971  Western  Reserve  Numismatic  Club  countermark  on 
a 1921  Morgan  dollar.  Net  MS-60  (ANACS).  Net  graded  by 
ANACS  due  to  the  countermark.  We  would  grade  the  piece  MS- 
62.  Both  sides  are  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous.  The  countermark 
is  sharply  impressed.  According  the  article,  “Western  Reserve 
Numismatic  Club  Counterstamps”,  one  1921  Morgan  dollar  was 
countermarked  for  each  member  of  the  club  at  the  time,  some- 
where on  the  order  of  50  to  100  pieces,  but  the  exact  number  is 
unknown.  The  majority  were  Philadelphia  Mint  coins,  but  a few 
Denver  and  San  Francisco  pieces  are  also  known. 


2023  1971  Western  Reserve  Numismatic  Club  countermark  on 
a 1921  Peace  dollar.  Net  AU-50  (ANACS).  The  obverse  is 
lustrous,  though  lightly  cleaned,  while  the  reverse  has  been  etched 
resulting  in  a very  granular  texture.  Countermarked  as  part  of  the 
50th  anniversary  celebration  of  the  Western  Reserve  Numismatic 
Club  celebration,  apparently  in  very  small  quantity.  According  to 
the  article,  “Western  Reserve  Numismatic  Club  Counterstamps”, 
club  members  could  have  a Peace  dollar  countermarked,  but  any 
member  who  desired  such  had  to  provide  the  host  coin.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  only  six  1921  Peace  dollars  were  marked,  making  this 
likely  the  rarest  of  any  pieces  marked  by  the  club. 

The  plate  coin  in  the  November  2004  Commemorative  Trail  article, 
“Western  Reserve  Numismatic  Club  Counterstamps”. 


2022  1971  Western  Reserve  Numismatic  Club  countermark  on  a 
1921  Morgan  dollar.  MS-62.  Lustrous  silver  gray  surfaces  with 
some  light  lilac  and  golden  brown  overtones.  The  countermark  is 
sharply  impressed.  Housed  in  a serial-numbered  holder  from  MTB 
Banking  Corporation. 

The  plate  coin  in  the  November  2004  Commemorative  Trail  article, 
“Western  Reserve  Numismatic  Club  Counterstamps”. 
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2024  1971  Western  Reserve  Numismatic  Club  countermark  on  a 
197 1 -S  silver  Eisenhower  dollar.  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
silver  surfaces,  with  a faint  fingerprint  noted  on  the  obverse.  Housed 
in  a serial-numbered  holder  from  MTB  Banking  Corporation. 
Many  different  types  of  coins  were  countermarked  for  the  50th 
anniversary,  among  them  an  unknown  number  of  Eisenhower 
dollars.  In  all,  two  members  of  the  club  that  were  present  at  the 
time  the  1971  countermarks  were  struck  estimate  that  around  125 
pieces  were  countermarked  of  all  types  including  the  Cleveland 
half  dollars,  the  Morgan,  Peace  and  Eisenhower  dollars,  several 
one  ounce  silver  bars,  Kennedy  half  dollars,  British  sovereigns,  and 
assortedjapanese  coins.  Considering  the  estimate  of  50  to  100  1921 
Morgan  dollars  is  included  in  this  figure,  it  seems  that  all  other  types 
were  struck  in  very  low  quantities. 

The  plate  coin  in  the  November  2004  Commemorative  Trail  article, 
"Western  Reserve  Numismatic  Club  Counterstamps”. 


2025  1996  Western  Reserve  Numismatic  Club  countermarks  on 
a 1936  Cleveland  half  dollar.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  and 
in  the  original  case  of  issue.  Countermarked  to  commemorate  the 
75  th  anniversary  of  the  club,  by  dies  prepared  by  Ron  Landis  of  the 
Gallery  Mint.  In  all,  about  400  total  items  were  countermarked  in 
1996,  and  they  varied  widely  in  type  as  club  members  could  submit 
(for  a small  fee)  anything  they  desired  to  have  countermarked.  There 
were  21  Cleveland  half  dollars  countermarked. 


2026  1996  Western  Reserve  Numismatic  Club  countermarks  on 
a 1936  Cleveland  half  dollar.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  and 
in  the  original  case  of  issue.  A second  example. 


"Tl 

Commemorative  Silver  Coins 


Gem  Uncirculated  1893  Isabella  250 


2027  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  gray  sur- 
faces with  rich  gold,  faint  carmine,  and  rugged  steel  gray  iridescence. 
A most  pleasing  gem  example  of  our  nation’s  first  commemorative 
coinage  within  the  quarter  dollar  denomination. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Bowers 
and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Saccone  Collection,  November  1989,  Lot  2848. 

PCGS  #009220 


2028  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen  with 
lilac  toning  on  both  sides.  Satiny  lustre.  Sharply  struck.  Absolutely 
gorgeous. 

PCGS  #009220 


2029  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-64  PL  (NGC).  Somewhat  reflective 
fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs  form  a pleasing  though  vividly  toned 
cameo  contrast.  Steel  gray  background  gives  way  to  a rich  display 
of  vibrant  pale  blue,  sea  green,  crimson,  and  fiery  orange  toning. 
An  aesthetic  treat. 

PCGS  #009220 


2030 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 
toning.  Silvery  surfaces  overall.  Very  sharply  struck.  A pleasing 
example  of  this  popular  commemorative. 

PCGS  #009220 
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2031  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Richly  lustrous  with 
attractive  light  golden  patination.  Sharply  struck.  A delightful  coin, 
a superb  example  within  the  MS-63  classification.  Housed  in  a first 
generation  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #009220 


2032  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
attractive  specimen  of  the  popular  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-63  can 
be  what  Whitman  calls  OCG,  or  Optimal  Collecting  Grade — high 
enough  to  be  a very  desirable  example,  but  not  so  high  that  a huge 
jump  in  price  is  needed  to  acquire  a coin  that  is  just  slightly  finer. 

PCGS  #009222 


2033  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  AU-58.  Light  silver  surfaces  retain  nearly 
all  original  lustre.  An  attractive  example  with  a great  deal  of  eye 
appeal.  If  you  are  considering  a high-level  circulated  piece  or  even 
a coin  in  the  MS-61  or  MS-62  range,  check  this  piece  for  its  qual- 
ity. 

PCGS  #009222 
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AlkxanuI*  Fi  A.sDtr.w , 
ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
sm  FAvrrnrviLi.*  Sr 
RALEIGH.  N.  C 


ALABAMA  HALF  DOLLAR,  1921 

fU.  S.  LEGAL  TENDER 

Issued  by  U.  S.  Mint,  under  Act  of  Congress,  commemorates 
Centennial  of  Admission  of  State  of  Alabama  into  Union.  1819  1919. 

FACE.  Bust  of  two  Governors,  Bibb  (1819)  and  Kilby  (1919). 

Twenty-four  stars  show  Alabama  was  Twenty-fourth  State  admitted 
to  the  Union. 

OBVERSE:  Seal  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 

(Is  tenth  coin  in  series  of  commcmorative#half  dollars,  which 
began  with  World's  Fair  Columbian  Half  DoUaij  in  1892.) 

l - -A  - •- 

2034  Group  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-63 
(PCGS),  including  some  associated  ephemeral  items:  ☆1921 
Alabama.  2X2.  Delicate  golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ Rare  envelope  for 
the  Alabama  half  dollar.  Return  address  of  Alexander  B.  Andrews, 
Attorney  at  Law,  Raleigh,  NC,  with  full  description  of  the  coin 
and  designs  on  the  face  ☆ 1936  Norfolk.  Satiny  lustre  ☆ Original 
mailing  envelope  and  five-coin  tab  style  holder  for  Norfolk  half 
dollars  ☆ Form  letter  from  F.E.  Turin,  Manager  of  the  Norfolk 
Advertising  Board,  advising  that  the  sale  of  the  half  dollars  is  about 
to  end,  with  the  remaining  pieces  being  returned  to  the  Mint  for 
“cancellation”  ☆ 1934-D  Oregon  Trail.  Lustrous  with  splashes 
of  delicate  mottled  golden  toning  ☆ 1936  Oregon  Trail.  Lovely 
iridescent  lilac-gray  ☆ 1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  Delicate  matte-like 
golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1936  Wisconsin.  Frosty  lustre  with  delicate 
rose  highlights  on  both  surfaces.  (Total:  6 coins;  2 envelopes;  1 
holder;  1 letter) 

Gem  Uncirculated  1921  Alabama  “Plain”  500 


2035  1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  silver 
gray  surfaces  with  much  mint  frost  and  some  attractive  and  lively 
pale  slate  iridescence.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  much  of  the 
central  feather  detail  present  on  the  reverse  eagle.  Definitely  MS-65 
quality. 

PCGS  #009224 
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2040  1937  Antietam.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Vivid  splashes  of  magenta  ton- 
ing are  seen  on  both  sides,  over  lustrous  silvery  surfaces.  In  recent 
years  commemoratives  with  vivid  toning  have  played  to  their  own 
audience.  Generally  such  coins  are  scarce  in  comparison  to  hilly 
brilliant  pieces. 

PCGS  #009229 


SESSION  Two  • (>hr  yjoek  Connoisseur's  Collection 


Superlative  Gem  1937  Antietam  500 
Vivid  Rainbow  Toning 
None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


2036  1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous  and  pleasing 
example  of  the  first  of  two  varieties  among  Alabama  Centennial 
half  dollars.  Some  hints  of  light  toning  are  seen  around  the  rims. 
PCGS  #009224 


2037  Pair  of  NGC-certified  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1921 
Alabama.  Plain.  MS-63.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  rich  golden  toning 
over  both  surfaces  ☆ 1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62.  Mixture  of 
rose-gray,  lilac-gray,  and  silver  gray  on  both  surfaces,  splashes  of 
blue  noted  on  the  obverse.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


2038  Group  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-64 
(NGC),  including  some  related  ephemeral  items:  ☆ 1936 
Albany.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  mottled  golden  and  gray  toning 

☆ Original  mailing  envelope  and  descriptive  five-coin  tab  style 
holder  for  Albany  half  dollars  ☆ 1892  Columbian.  Silver  gray  with 
golden  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1893  Columbian.  PL.  Rich  rose, 
violet,  gunmetal-blue,  and  golden  toning  over  reflective  surfaces  ☆ 
1935  Connecticut.  Mixture  of  delicate  frosty  golden  gray  on  both 
surfaces  with  iridescent  rose  and  sky  blue  highlights  on  the  reverse 

☆ Original  box  for  a Connecticut  half  dollar.  Silver  foil  type  with 
diamond  pattern.  Blue  imprint  of  The  Hartford  Trust  Company 

☆ 1921  Pilgrim.  Rich  golden  rose  with  splashes  of  gunmetal-blue 
at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1936  Robinson.  Golden  orange  surfaces  with 
golden  iridescence  and  rich  gray  at  the  obverse  periphery,  reverse 
with  just  a touch  of  mottled  silver  gray  at  the  periphery  ☆ Pair  of 
original  mailing  envelopes  for  the  Robinson  half  dollar,  and  one 
descriptive  five -piece  tab  style  holder  with  the  imprint  of  Stack’s 
as  official  distributors.  (Total:  6 coins;  1 box;  2 holders;  3 enve- 
lopes). 


2x  photo 

2039  1937  Antietam.  MS-68  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  dynamic 
underlying  lustre  that  moves  like  a fire  storm  through  vivid  bright 
gold,  orange,  crimson,  violet,  sea  green,  and  other  rainbow  hues 
on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  largely  satiny  silver  gray  with 
fiery  gold  and  orange  at  the  rim.  An  exquisite  coin  of  gem  quality,  a 
piece  that  keeps  the  viewer  guessing  whether  or  not  they  will  actu- 
ally find  a mark  of  any  consequence;  we  haven’t!  Small  wonder  this 
incredibly  toned  half  dollar  is  tied  for  finest  certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #009229 
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2041  1937  Antietam.  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck, 
lustrous,  and  everything  else  nice.  A beautiful  Gem  example,  ac- 
companied by  an  original  mailing  envelope,  and  two  five-coin  tab- 
style  holders  for  Antietam  half  dollars.  (Total:  1 coin;  1 envelope; 
2 holders) 

PCGS  #009229 

Complete  Certified  Arkansas  Set 

With  Ephemeral  Items 

2042  Complete  set  of  Arkansas  commemorative  half  dollars, 
with  some  scarce  ephemeral  items  related  to  the  issues:  ☆ 

1935  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with  traces  of  golden  orange  ☆ 
1935-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Satiny  with  delicate  rose  and  splashes  of  gray  and  golden  toning  on 
both  surfaces  ☆ 1936  MS-63  (PCGS).  Golden  gray  surfaces  with 
bright  gold  at  the  reverse  periphery  ☆ 1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  with  splashes  of  lilac-gray  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1936-S 
MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with  just  a whisper  of  rose  ☆ 1937 
MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1937-D  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1937-S  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1938  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden 
surfaces  ☆ 1938-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  gold  with  splashes  of 
silver  gray  ☆ 1938-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  just  a hint  of 
delicate  rose  ☆ 1939  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  rich  rose  and 
blue  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1939-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mottled 
golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1939-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with  a 
whisper  of  rose  and  bluish  gray  on  the  obverse.  Also  included  is  an 
original  mailing  envelope  for  the  Arkansas  half  dollars,  an  original 
black  velvet-lined  case  for  a 1937  PDS  set,  and  wood  grain  box  for 
a 1939  set.  (Total:  15  coins;  1 envelope;  2 boxes) 


2043  1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  silver  gray  surfaces 
with  faint  sky  blue  and  rose  iridescence.  Matte-like  in  appearance, 
and  quite  attractive  as  such. 

PCGS  #009246 
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Mint  State  Bay  Bridge 

64th  Coin  Struck 

2044  1936  Bay  Bridge.  MS- 
64,  or  perhaps  finer. 

Silver  gray  surfaces  with 
light  golden  brown  ton- 
ing mottled  across  both 
sides,  and  considerable 
underlying  lustre.  The 
piece  is  sharply  struck, 
from  fresh  dies.  The  let- 
ters of  the  reverse  leg- 
ends and  date  are  sharply 
defined  and  somewhat 
squared  off.  Housed  in 
a custom  Capital  Plastics 
holder  imprinted  in  four 
lines  as  follows,  “1936 
BAY  BRIDGE  / U.S. 

COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLAR / OFFICIAL  PRESEN- 
TATION PIECE  - NOVEMBER  4,  1936  / (AMONG  FIRST 
100  STRUCK,  TOTAL  MINTAGE  71,646).”  Also  included  in 
the  holder  is  the  original  coin  envelope  from  the  Mint,  stamped 
“64,”  and  the  original  presentation  letter  on  Treasury  Department 
letterhead,  dated  November  4th,  1936.  The  letter,  signed  by  the 
Superintendent  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  reads  as  follows,  “To 
Whom  it  May  Concern:  This  is  to  certify  that  the  accompanying 
SAN  FRANCISCO-OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  COMMEMO- 
RATIVE HALF  DOLLAR  was  the  sixty-fourth  piece  struck  of 
this  coinage  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  at  San  Francisco, 
California,  on  November  4,  1936.”  An  important  example  of  the 
Bay  Bridge  half  dollar  and  very  desirable. 


2045  1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A frosty  silver  gray  speci- 
men with  a rich  array  of  gold,  crimson,  and  orange. 

PCGS  #009254 

2046  Group  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-64 
(PCGS),  with  related  ephemeral  materials:  ☆ 1936-S  Bay 
Bridge.  Delicate  golden  rose  surfaces  ☆ Original  mailing  envelope 
for  Bay  Bridge  coins,  with  a cardboard  holder  for  six  coins  ☆ 1925 
Lexington.  Pdch  rose-gray  surfaces  ☆ Original  wood  box  for  one 
Lexington  half  dollar.  Extremely  nice  condition,  clean  and  essentially 
as  made  ☆ 1938  New  Rochelle.  Lustrous  with  just  a touch  of  gold  ☆ 
Original  mailing  envelope  for  New  Rochelle  coins,  with  a descriptive 
one-coin  tab  style  holder  ☆ 1926  Sesquicentennial.  Mottled  irides- 
cent rose,  gray,  and  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces  with  some  spotting 
noted.  (Total:  4 coins;  1 box;  2 envelopes;  2 holders) 

2047  Complete  set  of  Boone  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 

1934  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  rose-gold  surfaces  ☆ 1935  MS-66 
(PCGS).  Matte-like  with  golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1935-D  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with  a whisper  of  rose-gold  highlights  ☆ 
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2053  1925-S  California.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A richly  lustrous  example 
with  delicate  iridescent  toning.  Superb.  The  present  sale  offers 
several  truly  remarkable  commemorative  half  dollars  of  this  date 
and  mint,  an  opportunity  not  to  be  missed. 

PCGS  #009281 
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1935-S  MS-64.  Satiny  with  delicate  golden  iridescence  ☆ 1935 
Small  1934.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  gold  surfaces  ☆ 1935-D 
Small  1934.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  delicate  gold-gray 
surfaces  A 1935-S  Small  1934.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Silver  gray  with 
bright  rose  iridescent  highlights  ☆ 1936  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
bright  golden  surfaces  A 1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden 
orange  with  splashes  of  delicate  sky  blue  A 1936-S  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  with  just  a hint  of  delicate  toning  highlights  A 1937  MS- 
64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  A 1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 
pale  orange  highlights  A 1937-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden 
surfaces  A 1938  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  with  splashes  of  golden 
toning  ☆ 1938-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  with  delicate  golden 
toning  over  both  surfaces  A 1938-S  MS-64  (AN  ACS).  Satiny  with 
splashes  of  brownish  gray  with  iridescent  rose  highlights  on  the 
obverse,  reverse  bright  sunset  golden  orange.  (Total:  16  pieces) 


2048  1935/Small  1934-S  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with 
robust  underlying  lustre  that  supports  splashes  of  rich  sky  blue,  faint 
gold,  and  pale  rose  iridescence. 

PCGS  #009264 


2049  1936  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a hint 
of  golden  and  gray  toning,  particularly  around  the  reverse  rim. 
PCGS  #009266 


a three-coin  tab  style  holder  A Letter  from  Ezra  Meeker,  which 
originally  accompanied  three  sample  coins  mailed  to  the  State 
Bank  of  Townsend,  Montana  A 1925  Stone  Mountain.  Mottled 
gray  toning  over  lustrous  golden  surfaces.  (Total:  7 coins;  2 boxes; 
1 envelope;  2 holders;  1 letter) 


2050  Pair  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65  (PCGS) : 

A 1936  Bridgeport.  Lustrous  and  attractive  with  delicate  golden 
toning  A 1936  Delaware.  Pale  mottled  olive-gold  over  both  sur- 
faces. (Total:  2 pieces) 

2051  Selection  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65 
(NGC),  with  a selection  of  associated  ephemeral  items:  A 

1936  Bridgeport.  Lustrous  with  golden  and  gray  toning  at  the 
obverse  periphery,  reverse  with  splashes  of  deep  rich  silver  gray 
and  pale  gold  A Blue  and  gold  single  coin  box  for  Bridgeport 
commemorative  A Blue  and  gold  Bridgeport  three-coin  box  with 
original  mailing  box.  Superior  condition.  A 1936  Elgin.  Mottled 
gray,  rose,  and  olive  toning  over  both  surfaces  A Original  tab-style 
holder  for  five  Elgin  coins,  with  the  imprint  of  L.W.  Hoffecker  on 
the  cover,  distributor  of  the  issue.  Light  foxing,  with  tabs  stressed 
but  mostly  intact  A 1918  Lincoln.  Mottled  silver  gray  with  delicate 
rose  highlights  over  lustrous  surfaces  A 1934  Maryland.  Satiny 
rose  lustre  ☆ 1926-S  Oregon  Trail.  Lustrous  rose-gray  A 1936-S 
Oregon  Trail.  Lustrous  and  attractive  with  just  a whisper  of  gold 
☆ Original  mailing  envelope  for  Oregon  Trail  half  dollars,  with 


2054  1925-S  California.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  well 
struck,  and  very  attractive.  Light  golden  toning  over  silver  surfaces. 
The  1925-S  is  one  of  the  more  difficult  pieces  to  obtain  with  good 
aesthetic  appeal. 

In  1937,  just  past  the  commemorative  boon.  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  dealer 
B.  Max  Mehl  published  a small  monograph  on  commemorative  coins  that 
had  been  issued  up  to  that  date.  He  gave  his  own  opinions — good,  bad,  and 
indifferent,  and  often  humorous — concerning  the  designs  of  each.  Among 
all  commemoratives  the  1925-S  California  Diamondjubilee  was  his  favorite. 
However,  he  remarked  that  while  he  had  visited  California  on  several  occa- 
sions, he  had  never  actually  seen  a grizzly  bear.  Left  unstated  was  whether 
Mehl  saw  Neptune  riding  on  a whale  when  he  visited  Hudson,  New  York  (if 
indeed  he  did  visit),  or  a hippocampus  on  view  at  the  Panama- Pacific  Exposi- 
tion (which  he  did  attend  as  part  of  the  relatively  small  number  of  collectors 
who  were  at  the  ANA  convention  held  in  San  Francisco  that  year). 

PCGS  #009281 


2052  1925-S  California.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A vividly  toned  California 
Diamondjubilee  half  dollar,  a satiny  beauty  with  robust  underly- 
ing cartwheel  lustre  that  stretches  skyward  through  blasts  of  deep 
orange,  crimson,  and  electric  blue.  A blazing  gem  with  just  five 
grading  events  in  the  PCGS  roster  with  a numerical  grade  finer. 

PCGS  Population:  82;  5 finer  (all  MS-68). 

PCGS  #009281 
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2055  1925-S  California.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
some  splashes  of  magenta  around  the  border.  A very  attractive 
example  of  the  variety  and  assigned  grade. 

As  mentioned  earlier  in  the  present  catalogue,  the  market  climate  for 
commemorative  coins  would  seem  to  be  very  favorable  for  purchase  now. 
Many  prices  are  fractions  of  what  they  were  in  1990.  And  yet,  high-quality 
coins  with  excellent  eye  appeal  are,  perhaps,  even  scarcer  than  they  were 
16  years  ago.  In  these  pages  there  are  many  worthwhile  commemoratives 
to  contemplate  and  we  hope  that  you  will  do  this. 

PCGS  #009281 


2056  1925-S  California.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 
hint  of  golden  brown  toning.  Very  pleasing  to  the  eye. 

PCGS  #009281 

2057  Complete  set  of  Carver-Washington  commemorative  half 
dollars,  with  scarce  ephemeral  items:  ☆ 1951  MS-65  (NGC). 
Deep  rich  bluish  gray,  rose,  and  sea  green  toning  on  both  surfaces 

☆ 1951-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1951— S MS- 
65  (PCGS).  Silver  gray  with  delicate  rose  and  gold  highlights  ☆ 
1952  MS-65  (NGC).  Rich  iridescent  rose,  gold,  yellow,  and  green 
toning  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1952-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  yel- 
low surfaces  ☆ 1952— S MS-66  (PCGS).  Silver  gray  with  pale  rose 
at  the  obverse  periphery  ☆ 1953  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  delicate 
rose  surfaces  with  splashes  of  rich  brown  at  the  obverse  periphery 

☆ 1953-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1953— S 
MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty  iridescent  rose,  orange,  gold,  sky  blue, 
and  magenta  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1954  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
delicate  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1954-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 
just  a touch  of  gold  ☆ 1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden 
orange  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Also  included  is  a series  of  letters 
between  Philip  G.  Straus,  ANA  Member  #7296,  and  the  Carver- 
Washington  Coin  Commission.  The  six  items,  in  order  by  date, 
are  as  follows:  ☆ Letter  from  the  Commission  advising  that  only 
6,000  sets  would  be  available  for  1954,  with  certain  price  breaks  for 
quantity.  An  order  form  and  envelope  are  attached  '☆  Postal  card 
from  the  Commission  advising  that  the  coins  would  be  ready  for 
shipment  January  1 st-1 5th,  1954  ☆ Letter  from  the  commission 
advising  that  special  dealer  prices  are  available,  for  cash  payment  ☆ 
Letter  from  the  Commission  advising  of  the  November-December 
sale  prices,  with  order  form  and  envelope  attached  ☆ Letter  from 
the  Commission  acknowledging  participation  in  the  program,  with 
an  attachment  noting  that  only  26  of  the  51  sets  would  be  shipped, 
and  that  the  remaining  25  would  be  delivered  later  ☆ Letter  of 
complaint  from  Mr.  Straus  regarding  the  25  sets  that  were  delayed. 
(Total:  12  coins;  5 letters;  2 order  forms;  1 postal  card;  2 business 
reply  envelopes) 

2058  1953— S Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  1953— 
S Carver-Washington  half  dollar  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection. 
A satiny  beauty  with  warm  lustre  and  equally  warm  champagne 
highlights. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena ’s  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collec- 
tion, April  1997,  from  Lot  2374. 

PCGS  #009440 
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2059  1936  Cincinnati  PDS  set  grading  MS-65  (PCGS).  Each  displays 
gorgeous  rose,  traces  of  beautiful  gold,  and  hints  of  silver  gray  in 
areas.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

2060  1936  Cincinnati  PDS  set  with  a contemporary  holder:  ☆ 

Philadelphia.  MS-63  (NGC).  Delicate  pearl  gray  iridescence  ☆ 
Denver.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  ☆ San  Francisco.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Faint  mottled  golden  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 
Black  cardboard  “window”  holder  for  a PDS  set.  (Total:  3 coins; 
1 holder) 


1936  Cleveland  Half  Dollar  Pair 

Including  Notarized  Coin  #24 
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My  commission  expoos  March  9,  Notary  Public 


2061  Desirable  pair  of  1936  Cleveland  half  dollars,  both  in  original 
black  cardboard  “window”  holders:  ☆ MS-64.  Obverse  bril- 
liant and  lustrous,  while  the  reverse  is  deeply  mottled  golden  brown 
from  long-term  storage  in  the  original  holder.  The  holder  is  clean 
and  quite  nice  ☆ MS-64,  or  perhaps  finer.  Predominately  brilliant 
and  highly  lustrous,  with  light  golden  brown  toning  on  both  sides. 
The  holder  shows  some  handling  marks,  but  the  notarized  cerrifi- 
cate  affixed  to  the  back  is  quite  sharp.  The  certificate  identifies  this 
coin  as  being  the  24th  example  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint, 
and  is  signed  by  Thomas  Melish  as  Treasurer  for  the  Cleveland 
Centennial  commemorative  Coin  Association,  and  the  notary 
whose  embossed  seal  appears  at  the  left.  A scarce  and  very  desir- 
able Cleveland  Commemorative.  The  first  200  coins  from  the  dies 
were  specifically  caught  and  noted  as  to  their  number  in  sequence. 
However,  only  part  of  this  group  was  notarized  and  presented  in 
the  holder  described  here.  Others  were  sold  in  individual  envelopes 
with  the  number  simply  stamped  on  the  front.  We  are  delighted 
to  be  able  to  offer  this  rarity,  adding  it  to  the  very  few  such  pieces 
we  have  seen,  including  notarized  coins  numbered  14, 28, 49,  and 
51  that  we  sold  in  our  March  2005  Sale.  (Total:  2 coins;  2 original 
holders) 
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2062  Group  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-64 
(PCGS),  with  two  original  holders:  ☆ 1936  Cleveland.  Lustrous 
satiny  gold  surfaces  with  splashes  of  deep  rich  toning  on  the  reverse 

☆ Triangular-flap  style  holder  for  one  coin,  with  the  imprint  of 
Thomas  G.  Melish,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  ☆ 1920  Maine.  Lustrous 

☆ 1937-D  Oregon  Trail.  Satiny  lustre  with  delicate  silver  gray 
surfaces  ☆ 1920  Pilgrim.  Olive-gray  surfaces  ☆ 1927  Vermont. 
Lustrous  delicate  gold  surfaces  ☆ Original  cardboard  holder  for 
one  Vermont  half  dollar.  Imprint  of  the  County  National  Bank, 
Bennington,  Vermont,  on  the  cover.  (Total:  5 coins;  2 holders) 

2063  ANACS-certified  1936  Columbia  PDS  set,  with  a selection 
of  related  ephemeral  items:  ☆ Philadelphia.  MS-63  ☆ Denver. 
MS-64  ☆ San  Francisco.  MS-63.  Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive 
with  splashes  of  mottled  golden  orange  and  rich  lilac  gray.  A nicely 
matched  set.  Also  included  are  the  following  ephemeral  items:  ☆ 
One  nice  original  mailing  envelope  ☆ Four  three-coin  tab  style 
holders,  with  all  tabs  fully  intact  ☆ Three  wooden  nickels  issued 
for  the  Columbia  Sesquicentennial  Celebration  ☆ Form  letter  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Columbia  Sesquicentennial  Commission 
thanking  a participant  for  his  interest,  and  advising  that  the  order 
for  half  dollars  would  be  delayed  due  to  the  “tremendous  number 
of  orders.”  (Total:  3 coins;  1 envelope;  4 holders;  3 wooden  nickels; 
1 letter) 


don  card  is  in  excellent  condition,  with  good  color  and  only  minor 
handling  marks.  The  envelope  is  also  nicely  preserved,  with  only 
a single  split  at  the  right  end  for  removal  of  the  card.  Presented  to 
Mr.  J.S.  Gildard,  agent  for  Wells,  Fargo  & Co.  at  Warren,  Ohio.  A 
nice  example  of  this  popular  Columbian  Exposition  item.  (Total: 
1 coin;  1 Wells  Fargo  holder  with  envelope) 


Superb  Gem  1893  Columbian 


2066  1893  Columbian.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Excellent  strike,  rich  silver 
surfaces,  deep  lustre,  and  splashes  of  iridescence  combine  to  make 
this  a truly  lovely  early  commemorative.  Significantly,  only  a handful 
have  been  graded  higher  by  PCGS.  The  present  piece  is  ideal  for 
the  advanced  specialist. 

PCGS  #009297 


2064  1936-D  Columbia.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A delightfully  toned  gem. 
The  centers  on  each  side  are  a blend  of  faint  olive  and  lilac,  while  the 
outer  ring  on  each  side  is  alive  with  varied,  vivid  hues  of  crimson, 
orange,  gold,  and  electric  blue. 

PCGS  #009292 


2065  Rare  Columbian  Exposition  Wells,  Fargo  & Co.  presentation 
card  with  an  1892  half  dollar  and  original  envelope.  Coin 
grades  AU,  and  is  very  deeply  toned.  The  pink  and  blue  presenta- 


2067  1893  Columbian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  of  this  popular 
issue,  the  present  piece  has  rich  silver  color  at  the  centers,  changing 
to  splashes  of  gold  at  the  borders.  Contact  marks  are  seen  on  both 
sides  but  are  mostly  hidden  near  the  center,  although  some  on  the 
reverse  do  merit  our  calling  attention  to  them. 

PCGS  #009297 

2068  Trio  of  certified  half  dollar  commemoratives:  ☆ 1893  Co- 
lumbian. MS-64  PL  (NGC).  Attractive  blue-gray  at  the  centers 
with  lustrous  silver  gray  at  the  rims  ☆ 1936  Elgin.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Pleasing  pearlescent  gray  ☆ 1937  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
silver  surfaces.  All  housed  in  older  holders.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


2069  Group  of  Columbian  Exposition  half  dollars,  with  ephemeral 
items:  ☆ 1893  AU,  silver  plated,  gilt  devices.  With  maroon  leather 
pouch  for  an  individual  coin,  with  the  gold  imprint  ot  the  Colum- 
bian Exposition.  A bright,  clean,  and  very  attractive  pouch  ☆ 1893 
AU,  lightly  polished  and  deeply  toned.  With  a leather  pouch  tor  an 
individual  coin,  a different  style  with  a snap,  and  exhibition  window 
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inside  to  make  the  coin  visible.  Traces  of  the  gold  imprint  on  the 
cover  remain,  but  is  not  legible  ☆ Rare  blue-ribboned  badge  for 
Manhattan  Day,  with  an  1893  half  dollar  suspended.  The  Manhat- 
tan Day  pin  is  separated  from  the  worn  ribbon,  but  the  pieces  are 
present.  The  coin  grades  EF  ☆ Group  of  four  souvenir  tickets  for 
the  Columbian  Exposition,  types  include  George  Washington, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  Christopher  Columbus,  and  the  Indian  Chief. 
All  are  bright  and  crisp.  (Total:  2 coins;  2 leather  pouches;  1 ribbon 
with  coin;  4 tickets) 

2070  Group  of  ANACS-certified  commemorative  half  dollars  with 
associated  ephemeral  materials:  ☆ 1936  Delaware.  MS-63. 
Lustrous  delicate  orange  surfaces  with  splashes  of  deep  rich  blue  at 
the  peripheries  Original  mailing  envelope  and  descriptive  five- 
coin  tab  style  holder  for  Delaware  half  dollars  ☆ 1936  Gettysburg. 
MS-63.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  deep  rich  silver  and  golden  ton- 
ing ☆ Original  mailing  envelope,  three-coin  tab  style  holder,  and 
letter  of  acknowledgement  for  one  Gettysburg  half  dollar  ☆ 1924 
Huguenot.  MS-64.  Mottled  silver-blue  and  golden  brown  over 
lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  rose- 
gold  highlights  and  splashes  of  deep  rich  silver  gray  at  the  reverse 
periphery  ☆ Original  mailing  envelope  and  descriptive  five-coin 
tab  style  holder  for  Lynchburg  half  dollars.  The  holder  in  particular 
is  extremely  clean  and  fresh,  tar  nicer  than  typically  seen  ☆ 1933-D 
Oregon  Trial.  MS-63.  Satiny  silver  gray  with  a whisper  ot  gold. 
(Total:  5 coins;  3 envelopes;  3 holders;  1 acknowledgement) 


2071  1936  Gettysburg.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  bright 
silver  centers  that  yield  to  pale  violet  halos  at  the  rims. 

PCGS  #009305 


2072  1922  Grant.  Star.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  fields  are  accented 
by  hints  of  light  gold.  A very  attractive  example  housed  in  a first 
generation  PCGS  holder. 

The  1922  Grant  With  Star  is  much  scarcer  in  higher  grades  than  typically 
realized.  For  many  years  this  was  the  key  issue  in  the  entire  series,  and  was 
widely  appreciated  as  such — this  being  before  the  great  commemorative 
craze  of  1935-1936. 

Grant  With  Star  and  Without  Star  half  dollars  are  rather  difficult  to  grade. 
The  dies  were  not  completely  finished,  and  show  numerous  preparation 
lines  going  in  different  directions.  The  detail  was  not  sharp  on  the  highest 
part  of  the  obverse,  causing  some  further  confusion.  For  the  cherrypicker 
with  a keen  eye  this  translates  into  interesting  opportunities  to  find  coins 
certified  in  lower  grades  that  actually  might  be  a grade  or  two  higher, 
technically  speaking. 

PCGS  #009307 


2073  1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-67  (NGC).  A frosty  gem  with  modest 
cameo  contrast  on  the  portrait  side.  Grant  is  largely  brilliant  with 
a nuance  of  faint  rose,  while  the  fields  are  decked  with  pale  blue 
and  medium  gold.  On  the  reverse,  an  autumnal  blaze  of  fiery  gold 
and  red  lights  up  the  tree  to  the  viewer’s  right,  while  similar  shades 
gather  in  other  areas.  Among  the  finest  examples  of  this  issue  certi- 
fied thus  far  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  23;  3 finer  (all  MS-68). 

PCGS  #009306 


2074  1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  a 
wealth  of  rich  crimson  and  slate  gray  iridescence  on  the  obverse, 
and  with  bright  and  lively  rose  iridescence  on  the  reverse. 

PCGS  #009306 

2075  Three  MS-64  (PCGS)  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1922 
Grant.  Plain.  Splashes  of  delicate  lilac-rose  on  the  obverse,  reverse 
attractive  golden  gray  ☆ 1923-S  Monroe.  Satiny  with  splashes 
of  faint  golden  orange  ☆ 1925  Vancouver.  Lustrous  with  rich 
golden,  rose,  and  gunmetal-blue  toning  at  the  peripheries.  (Total: 
3 pieces) 
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2x  photo 

2076  1928  Hawaiian.  Matte  Proof-63  (NGC).  Although  50  1928 
Hawaiian  half  dollars  were  produced  with  a Matte  Proof  surface, 
such  examples  are  seldom  seen  today.  Often  a year  or  two  or  three 
will  elapse  between  our  handling  examples,  either  privately  or  at 
auction.  The  present  coin  is  nicely  struck  and  has  lilac  toned  surfaces 
with  some  gray  areas  on  the  higher  points.  No  doubt  the  certifi- 
cation data  has  been  skewed  by  multiple  submissions  of  the  same 
coins,  for  Matte  Proofs  are  basically  rare.  A significant  opportunity 
for  the  specialist. 

PCGS  #009310 

Exceptional  1928  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 
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1928  Hawaiian  500  Matte  Proof  Rarity 


is  high  enough  to  satisfy  anyone  putting  together  a gem  set.  With 
this  coin  your  search  ends. 

Only  10,000  Hawaiian  half  dollars  were  made  for  general  distribution, 
ranking  it  as  one  of  the  three  lowest  mintage  design  types  in  this  regard — the 
others  being  the  1935  Hudson  and  the  1935  Old  Spanish  Trail.  However, 
unlike  the  two  others,  the  1928  Hawaiian  was  widely  sold  to  the  public,  rather 
than  to  numismatists.  From  the  outset  the  1928  Hawaiian  half  dollars  were 
rare,  and  they  remain  so  today — the  key  to  completing  a type  set. 

PCGS  #009309 


2077  1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  example,  one  of  rela- 
tively few  certified  in  the  gem  level  by  PCGS — that  is,  in  relation 
to  the  demand  for  such  pieces.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  well 
struck,  possess  satiny  lustre,  and  have  a delicate  heather  toning. 
The  aesthetic  appeal  is  beyond  compare,  and  the  assigned  number 


2080  1928  Hawaiian.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with  rich 
lustre  on  both  sides,  partially  circled  with  iridescent  toning  empha- 
sizing blue  and  magenta.  Nicer  eye  appeal  than  many  seen.  Housed 
in  a first  generation  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #009309 


Colorful  Gem  Uncirculated  1928  Hawaiian  500 


2079  1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lustrous,  colorful  tribute  to 
Captain  James  Cook.  A vivid  display  of  rich  yellow,  gold,  crimson, 
and  olive  grace  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  displays  a nuance  of 
champagne  tempered  with  deep  peach  iridescence.  Whenever  a 
gem  MS-65  specimen  is  offered  specialists  sit  up  and  take  notice. 
We  predict  strong  activity  for  this  one,  so  bid  accordingly. 

PCGS  #009309 


2078  1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny,  matte-like  specimen 
with  an  array  of  deep  olive-gold  and  rust-orange  toning  highlights 
on  both  sides,  similar  to  that  toning  found  on  the  majority  of  pieces 
in  a hoard  of  the  issue  that  was  sold  by  Bowers  and  Merena  in  the 
late  1980s. 

PCGS  #009309 
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2081  1935  Hudson.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty,  highly  lustrous  gem 
with  much  mint  brilliance  vying  for  dominance  with  splashes  of 
vibrant  crimson,  orange,  and  gold.  A real  “looker.” 

Only  10,000  were  minted,  to  be  distributed  for  $1  each  by  a bank  in 
Hudson,  New  York.  However,  the  bankers,  knowing  nothing  about  coin 
selling  or  the  demand  for  commemoratives,  sold  the  majority  of  the  entire 
batch  to  Julius  Guttag,  a New  York  City  dealer,  who  soon  was  sitting  pretty. 
The  entire  story  of  this  was  told  in  Dave  Bowers’  1993  study.  Commemora- 
tive Coins  of  the  United  States:  A Complete  Encyclopedia. 

PCGS  #009312 


2082  1935  Hudson.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A nice 
example  of  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series. 

PCGS  #009312 


2083  Trio  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-66  (PCGS), 
including  ephemeral  items  for  the  York  issue:  ☆ 1946  Iowa. 
Lustrous  and  attractive  ☆ 1935-S  San  Diego.  Lustrous  with  traces 
of  delicate  golden  orange  ☆ 1936  York.  Frosty  golden  gray  iri- 
descence ☆ Original  envelope  and  descriptive  five-coin  tab  style 
holder  with  the  imprint  of  the  York  National  Bank,  Saco,  Maine. 
(Total:  3 coins;  1 envelope;  1 holder) 


Vividly  Toned  Gem  1925  Lexington  500 

Among  Finest  Seen  by  PCGS 


2x  photo 

2084  1925  Lexington.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A satiny  beauty  with  expansive 
vivid  iridescence,  chiefly  of  blue  and  gold,  on  both  sides.  Typically 
found  brilliant  or  verging  on  charcoal  and  black  from  long-term 
storage  in  the  wooden  boxes  of  issue,  this  beautifully  toned  gem  is 
a pleasing  exception  to  the  norm.  This  sharply  struck  gem  holds 
up  well  to  careful  scrutiny,  asserting  its  grade  at  every  pass  of  the 
magnifying  loupe.  Among  the  eight  finest  examples  of  the  date  seen 
by  PCGS.  An  outstanding  opportunity  to  add  a beautifully  toned 
gem  example  of  a commemorative  issue  that  pays  tribute  to  the 
brave  men  who  were  at  the  forefront  of  American  Liberty  when 
duty  called  in  early  1775. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

PCGS  #009318 


2085  1925  Lexington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  impressively  lustrous  and 
richly  toned  gem  example  of  a popular  commemorative  issue  that 
cites  the  date  and  scene  of  America’s  first  stand  against  British 
tyranny  in  the  colonies.  Highly  lustrous  and  somewhat  prooflike, 
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with  rich  champagne  toning  on  the  obverse,  and  with  deep  peach 
and  crimson  on  reverse.  A lovely  gem  that  will  appeal  to  specialist 
in  the  commemorative  half  dollar  series  as  well  as  to  those  who 
desire  vividly  toned  coins. 

From  the  Roman  Collection. 

PCGS  #009318 


2086  1918  Lincoln.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  of  memorable 
quality.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  delicate  lilac  toning  over 
sharply  struck,  lustrous  surfaces,  with  some  splashes  of  gold.  If 
attractive  light  toning  is  your  goal,  this  coin  will  be  ideal  in  your 
collection.  To  see  it  is  to  want  to  bid  liberally  to  own  it! 

PCGS  Population:  80;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

PCGS  #009320 

2087  Selection  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65 
(PCGS),  with  some  related  ephemeral  items:  ☆ 1936  Long 
Island.  Satiny  with  just  a whisper  of  golden  rose  ☆ Original  mailing 
envelope  for  the  Long  Island  issue,  including  a five-coin  tab  style 
holder  and  order  acknowledgement  for  five  coins  ☆ 1926  Oregon 
Trail.  Pearl  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1928  Oregon  Trail.  Lustrous  golden 
surfaces  ☆ 1937  Roanoke.  Satiny  lustre  ☆ Original  mailing  envelope 
for  Roanoke  half  dollars  ☆ Five-coin  tab  style  holder  for  Roanoke 
half  dollars  ☆ Souvenir  badge  for  the  Inauguration  of  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt,  attached  to  a tricolor  ribboned  pin  with  his  portrait 
commemorating  the  birth  of  Virginia  Dare  ☆ First  Day  Cover 
for  the  Virginia  Dare  stamp  ☆ 1936-D  San  Diego.  Lustrous  with 
some  spots  noted  ☆ 1925  Stone  Mountain.  Doubled  Die  Obverse. 
Lovely  silver  gray  surfaces.  (Total:  6 coins;  3 envelopes;  2 holders; 
2 badges;  1 acknowledgement) 


2088  1936  Lynchburg.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  with  delicate 
toning,  lilac  with  some  splashes  of  iridescence,  this  stands  at  the  top 
of  the  PCGS  roster.  The  connoisseur  will  find  a lot  to  like — high 
number  plus  superb  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  Population:  52;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #009324 

2089  1920  Maine.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem.  The  rich  silver  gray 
surfaces  display  splashes  of  sea  green,  violet,  and  deep  gold  on  the 
obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  largely  brilliant  at  the  centers  with 
some  toning  at  the  rim. 

PCGS  #009326 


2090  1934  Maryland.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  silver  gray  with  a de- 
lightful overlay  of  pale  blue,  rose,  and  champagne.  Matte-like  in 
appearance,  lovely  as  such. 

PCGS  #009328 


2091  1921  Missouri.  2A4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  gray  at  the 
centers  with  pale  blue  and  rose  accents.  Around  the  rims,  the  color 
deepens  to  rich  golden  green.  Some  seeming  friction  on  the  high 
spots  is  masked  by  the  toning  but  is  worth  mentioning,  perhaps 
standard  for  MS-63. 

PCGS  #009331 


2092 


1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  especially 
rich  lustre.  A hint  of  lilac  toning  is  present.  One  of  the  scarcer  of 
the  early  commemorative  half  dollars. 


PCGS  #009330 


2093  1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A brilliant  and  lustrous  speci- 
men with  some  lightly  mottled  gray  toning.  About  as  nice  as  this 
shallow-relief  coin  comes.  The  visual  appeal  can  vary  greatly,  never 
mind  high  assigned  grades. 

This  is  one  of  the  more  curious  commemorative  half  dollar  designs. 
Ostensibly  issued  to  observe  the  centennial  of  the  Monroe  Doctrine,  this 
particular  event  attracted  virtually  no  public  attention.  Primarily,  pieces 
were  showcased  in  a Hollywood  film  festival  that  year,  having  nothing 
to  do  with  the  two  portrait  figures  depicted  on  the  obverse,  or,  for  that 
matter,  the  animated  geographical  figures  on  the  reverse  (copied  from 
an  earlier  medal).  Large  quantities  remained  unsold  and  were  placed  into 
circulation,  where  they  were  relatively  common  in  California  through  at 
least  the  early  1940s. 

PCGS  #009333 
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Spectacular  Gem  1939  Oregon  Trail  Set 


2095  1926-S  Oregon.  MS-67  (NGC).  A richly  toned  gem  with  satiny, 
matte-like  surfaces  ablaze  with  gold,  violet,  indigo,  and  orange 
iridescence. 

PCGS  #009341 


2097  1933-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  silver  gray  with  glowing 
underlying  lustre  and  some  faint  golden  toning  here  and  there. 

PCGS  #009343 

2098  Pair  of  commemorative  half  dollars,  both  graded  MS-64 
(PCGS).  ☆ 1933-D  Oregon  Trail.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  faint 
obverse  striations  ☆ 1934  Texas.  Smoky  gray  with  rose  overtones. 
Both  in  first  generation  PCGS  holders.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

2099  1936-S  Oregon.  MS-67  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  gray  toning 
over  well  struck  surfaces.  A very  nice  example. 

PCGS  #009346 

Tl 


2102  1939  Oregon  PDS  set  graded  MS-68A  (NGC).  A truly  spec- 
tacular example  of  the  scarcest  PDS  set  in  the  Oregon  Trail  series, 
the  final  year  of  issue  for  this  series  that  was  produced  over  a 13-year 
period.  Just  over  3,000  1939-PDS  sets  were  produced  and  many 
have  been  separated  over  the  years.  The  present  set  is  probably 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence,  not  only  for  the  exceptionally 
high  grades  assigned  to  the  individual  coins,  but  for  the  spectacular 
display  of  toning  on  each  piece.  All  three  coins  are  highly  lustrous 
and  vibrantly  toned  as  follows:  ☆ 1939.  Traces  of  silver  gray  with 
an  amazing  array  of  rainbow  iridescence  mottled  across  both  sides 
with  gold,  deep  blue,  green  and  red  boldly  accenting  the  surfaces 


2094  1936  Norfolk.  MS-68  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  ofincredible  beauty 
and  integrity.  A rich  array  of  peach,  gold,  and  crimson  hues  gath- 
ers on  both  sides  of  this  extraordinarily  appealing  coin.  As  on  old 
time  carnival  barker  may  have  put  it,  “the  toning  alone  is  worth  the 
price  of  admission!”  The  present  writer  has  never  seen  a Norfolk 
that  even  remotely  approached  the  overall  beauty  of  the  present 
specimen.  Truly  exceptional  for  both  physical  quality  and  aesthetic 
appeal.  If  you  appreciate  superbly  toned  and  visually  exciting  gem 
commemorative  half  dollars,  you  will  do  yourself  an  injustice  if  you 
do  not  bid  on  this  lot. 

PCGS  Population:  137;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #009337 


2096  1926-S  Oregon.  MS-66  (NGC).  A vividly  toned  gem.  Robust 
underlying  cartwheel  lustre  supports  a veritable  rainbow  of  rich 
iridescence,  with  essentially  every  color  represented.  A beautiful 
and  ever-popular  design  type,  made  all  the  more  so  by  its  wealth 
of  crisp  rainbow  toning. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection. 

PCGS  #009341 


2100  1938  Oregon  Trail  PDS  set:  ☆ Philadelphia.  MS-63  (ANACS). 
Lustrous  gold  surfaces  with  splashes  of  deep  rich  silver  gray  ☆ Den- 
ver. MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ San  Francisco. 
MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


2101  1938-D  Oregon.  MS-68  (NGC).  Satiny  silver  gray  with  muted 
lustre  that  supports  pale  rose  and  violet  iridescence.  A lovely  gem,  a 
coin  that  is  matte-like  in  appearance  at  first  glance,  and  easily  worthy 
of  the  assigned  grade  regardless  of  how  many  glances  you  take.  A 
lovely  specimen  that  places  high  in  the  roster  of  NGC-cerdfied 
examples  of  the  date. 

NGC  Census:  20;  13  finer  (all  MS-68*). 

PCGS  #009349 
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☆ 1939-D.  Rosy  silver  gray  at  the  obverse  center  changing  to  pale 
blue  and  deep  gold  at  the  rims  with  traces  of  red.  The  reverse 
is  deep  greenish  gold  with  rose  and  champagne  at  the  center  ☆ 
1939-S.  Incredible  deep  sea  green,  sunburst  orange,  and  gold  on 
the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  mottled  in  similar  tones  with  more 
red  and  violet  blended  throughout.  A truly  amazing  set.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 

NGC  Census:  (1939)  2,  none  finer;  (1939-D)  2,  none  finer;  (1939-S) 
2,  none  finer. 

2103  1939  Oregon  Trail  PDS  set  grading  MS-66  (PCGS).  All  have 
lovely  pearl  gray  surfaces.  A well  matched  set.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection. 

2104  1939  Oregon  Trail  PDS  set,  ANACS-certified:  ☆ Philadelphia. 
MS-64  ☆ Denver.  MS-64  ☆ San  Francisco.  MS-63.  Each  with  a 
lovely  mixture  of  lilac-gray,  rose-gray,  and  golden  toning.  A very 
well  matched  set,  with  an  original  three-coin  tab  style  holder.  (Total: 
3 coins;  1 holder) 


2105  1939-D  Oregon.  MS-67  (NGC).  A lustrous,  satiny  gem  richly 
toned  in  deep  orange  and  scarlet  on  the  obverse,  with  lighter  traces 
of  the  same  hues  on  the  reverse. 

PCGS  #009353 


2106  1939-S  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  well  struck 
and  with  rich  lustre.  Silver  on  both  sides  with  some  hints  of  gold. 
One  of  the  finest  certified  by  PCGS. The  low  distribution  figure 
of  only  3,000  coins  adds  another  element  of  desirability. 

PCGS  #009354 


2107  1939-S  Oregon.  MS-67  (NGC).  Pale  lilac,  sky  blue,  fiery  orange, 
and  impressive  crimson  iridescence  graces  the  satiny  silver  gray 
obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  ablaze  with  fiery  mix  of  sea  green, 
orange,  yellow,  red,  and  other  hues.  Just  a half  dozen  examples  of 
the  date  have  been  certified  finer  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  75;  6 finer  (MS-68ifr  finest). 

PCGS  #009354 


Superb  Gem  1915-S  Pan-Pac  500 


2108  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  a 
Matte  Proof  appearance,  a fresh  and  lustrous  beauty  with  rich  lilac 
iridescence  on  both  sides.  Variety  with  S mintmark  first  punched 
too  high,  partly  effaced,  then  repunched  in  a slightly  lower  position. 
Sharply  struck  for  the  issue,  with  full  hair  details  in  Columbia,  the 
attendant  youthful  cherub,  and  the  eagle’s  breast  feathers  on  the 
reverse  as  well.  An  exceptional  example  of  a scarce  and  popular 
issue,  with  the  added  attraction  of  beautiful  heather  toning. 

PCGS  Population:  68;  2 finer  (both  MS-68). 

PCGS  #009357 


2109  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (NGC).  A lustrous  specimen 
with  light  gray  and  gunmetal-blue  on  both  sides.  Hints  of  blue  and 
a few  touches  of  magenta  complete  the  picture. 

PCGS  #009357 


2110  Commemorative  threesome:  ☆ 1915-S  Panama  Pacific  half  dollar. 
AU-58,  lightly  cleaned.  Lustrous  silver  surfaces.  An  interesting 
variety  with  a dramatically  repunched  mintmark  ☆ 1925  Norse 
American  medal.  Thick  planchet.  AU-55  ☆ 1925  Norse  American 
medal.  Thin  planchet.  AU-55.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


2111 


NGC-certified  1936  Rhode  Island  PDS  set:  ☆ Philadelphia. 
MS-65.  Satiny  with  a whisper  of  delicate  golden  toning  ☆ Denver. 
MS-65 . Lustrous  with  splashes  of  mottled  bluish  gray,  rose,  and  gold 
at  the  peripheries  ☆ San  Francisco.  MS-65.  Rich  mottled  orange 
and  brownish  gray  over  both  surfaces  ☆ Descriptive  pamphlet  on 
the  Rhode  Island  half  dollars,  with  the  imprint  of  H.M.  Grant,  a 
well  known  coin  dealer  who  was  involved  with  the  distribution  of 
the  Rhode  Island  half  dollars.  (Total:  3 coins;  1 pamphlet) 


2112 


1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 
with  light  lilac  toning  over  satiny  surfaces.  Some  splashes  of  gold  are 
seen  at  the  border.  One  of  the  very  finest  certified  by  PCGS — not 
many  others  at  this  level  and  none  higher! 

PCGS  Population:  11;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #009365 
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2113  1937  Roanoke.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Predominately  brilliant  silver 
surfaces  with  superb  lustre  and  very  attractive  greenish  gold  ton- 
ing around  the  periphery.  Well  struck,  fully  original  and  offering 
superb  eye  appeal.  A true  gem  that  has  been  off  the  market  for  a 
long  time.  Of  nearly  30,000  pieces  struck,  only  a dozen  examples 
have  been  graded  finer  than  the  present  coin  by  PCGS. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from 
Paramount’s  sale  of  November  1978,  Lot  305. 

PCGS  #009367 


2114  1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A beautifully  toned  gem 
example  of  a date  that  is  apt  to  be  found  fully  brilliant.  Bright  silver 
centers  give  grudging  way  to  faint  champagne  that  turns  to  deep 
orange,  gold,  and  fiery  crimson  at  the  rims.  Very  few  examples  of 
the  date  have  been  certified  finer  than  this  lovely  gem  by  PCGS. 
Exceptional  quality  and  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  Population:  90;  3 finer  (all  MS-68). 

PCGS  #009371 


2115  1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A pleasingly  toned  example 
of  this  popular  issue,  this  San  Diego  matches  a high  grading  number 
with  mottled  light  brown  and  gray  toning — a piece  that  has  never 
been  dipped  or  brightened. 

For  a long  period — from  the  1930s  until  about  a decade  ago — many 
owners  of  commemorative  coins  simply  dipped  them  to  make  them  bright. 
This  was  the  rule,  not  the  exception.  The  operative  phrase  was  “brilliant 
Uncirculated.”  “Toned  Uncirculated”  simply  did  not  sell.  Today  there  has 
been  an  interest  in  coins  with  old  time  toning,  as  with  the  present  piece.  To 
find  these,  one  must  go  to  old  time  collections  that  have  been  stored  and 
not  actively  dipped  or  fussed  with.  Not  unexpectedly,  lightly  toned  coins 
are  in  the  minority  today. 

PCGS  #009371 
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2116  1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  exemplary  gem  with 
deep,  vivid  toning  highlights,  a lovely  coin  that  is  currently  tied 
for  finest  certified  of  the  date  by  PCGS.  Deeply  lustrous  steel  gray 
background  supports  deep  crimson,  fiery  orange,  and  warm  violet 
toning.  Quality  and  beauty  define  this  San  Diego  commemorative 
half  dollar. 

PCGS  Population:  64;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #009372 


2117  1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-66^  (NGC).  Vivid  hues  of  violet,  lav- 
ender, pale  sea  green,  gold,  and  crimson  adorn  the  satiny  obverse, 
while  the  reverse  sky  is  seemingly  ablaze  with  the  same  hues.  Lovely 
by  any  and  all  accounts. 

PCGS  #009372 

2118  1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  golden 
toning  at  the  center  changes  to  splashes  of  gold  and  magenta  at 
the  borders.  Nice  lustre.  A difficult  coin  to  find  with  good  eye 
appeal — as  here. 

PCGS  #009374 


2119  1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64  (NGC).  A vividly  toned  example 

of  a date  that  is  often  seen  brilliant  or  even  steel  gray.  Here  a bursting 
array  of  vivid  pastel  iridescence  bathes  both  sides  in  color.  Highly 
lustrous. 

PCGS  #009374 


2120  1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  lovely  gem  has  been 
off  the  market  for  a generation,  and  now  reappears  to  delight  a new 
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audience  ofbidders.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  well  struck,  have 
satiny  lustre,  and  are  delicately  toned.  All  told  this  is  one  of  the  nicest 
pieces  you  can  ever  hope  to  find  of  this  low-mintage  variety. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection. 

PCGS  #009376 


2121  1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
very  light  gray  toning.  Another  desirable  key  issue,  housed  in  a first 
generation  PCGS  holder. 

Just  10,000  of  these  were  struck  for  distribution,  to  the  order  of  L.W. 
HPCGS  #009376 


2122  1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-67  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  Stone 
Mountain  half  dollar.  Rich  underlying  lustre  supports  a vivid  display 
of  lilac,  sea  green,  blue,  and  gold  on  both  sides.  Accompanied  by 
an  original  Stone  Mountain  half  dollar  holder,  perhaps  8”  in  length 
and  2”  wide  with  holes  and  tabs  for  five  half  dollars.  The  bottom 
right  corner  of  the  holder  reads:  “New  York  Committee  for  Sale 
of  / STONE  MOUNTAIN  SOUVENIR  COINS  / HOTEL 
ROOSEVELT  / 50  East  46th  Street”  in  four  lines.  A beautiful 
coin  accompanied  by  a rare  and  unusual  piece  of  commemorative 
ephemera.  (Total:  1 coin  and  1 associated  item) 

With  original  issue  card  with  recesses  for  five  pieces. 

PCGS  #009378 


2123  1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-67  (NGC).  A vividly  toned  Stone 
Mountain  half  dollar.  The  obverse  is  ablaze  with  rich  yellow-olive 
iridescence,  with  the  bottom  portion  is  toned  in  pale  heather.  The 
reverse  is  deep  and  rich  golden  olive  in  appearance.  A colorful 
tribute  to  the  “valor  of  the  soldier  of  the  South.” 

PCGS  #009378 


2124  Pair  of  silver  half  dollar  commemoratives  graded  MS-66 
(PCGS)  ☆ 1925  Stone  Mountain.  Lustrous  silver  on  the  obverse 
with  an  arc  of  deep  golden  brown  at  the  rim.  The  reverse  is  deeply 
toned  golden  brown  ☆ 1946-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  Deep  red- 
dish brown  with  faint  green  overtones.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

2125  Complete  set  of  Texas  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1934 
MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  mottled  golden  rose 
☆ 1935  MS-65  (ANACS).  Satiny  golden  rose  ☆ 1935-D  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Lustrous  with  rose  toning  ☆ 1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  with  iridescent  golden  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1936 
MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  delicate  violet  with  splashes  of  gold  on  the 
obverse,  reverse  with  wisps  of  delicate  violet  highlights  ☆ 1936-D 
MS-65  (PCGS).  Matte-like  silver  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1936-S  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Silver  gray  with  rose  at  the  high  points  ☆ 1937  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Frosty  lustre  with  splashes  of  rose  ☆ 1937-D  MS-66 
(NGC).  Lustrous  ☆ 1937-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  hints  of 
delicate  iridescent  gold  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1938  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1938-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
with  delicate  mottled  golden  toning  on  the  obverse  ☆ 1938-S 
MS-65  (NGC).  Bright  golden  toning  over  both  surfaces.  (Total: 
13  pieces) 

2126  1938  Texas  PDS  set  grading  MS-66  (PCGS).  Each  is  lustrous 
and  attractive  with  golden  gray  surfaces  and  hints  of  delicate  rose. 
(Total:  3 pieces) 


2127  1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-67  (NGC).  A remarkably 
high  assigned  grade  plus  iridescent  toning  come  together  to  create 
a Booker  T.  Washington  half  dollar  that  will  attract  a fair  amount 
of  attention. 

PCGS  #009404 


2128  1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A veritable  aurora 
borealis  of  rainbow  iridescence  lights  up  the  obverse  of  this  frosty 
gem,  with  lively  shades  of  lime  green,  violet,  crimson,  and  sunset 
orange  vying  for  dominance.  The  reverse  is  a study  in  rich  crimson, 
gold,  and  fiery  yellow  gold  iridescence. 

PCGS  #009404 
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2129  Selection  ofBooker  T Washington  commemorative  half  dol- 
lars , and  various  related  ephemeral  items.  Coins  grade  MS- 
65,  except  where  noted  otherwise:  ☆ 1946  (PCGS)  ☆ 1946-D 
(PCGS)  ☆ 1946-D  (PCGS).  Holder  erroneously  marked  1947-S 

☆ 1947  (PCGS)  ☆ 1947-D  (PCGS)  ☆ 1947-S  (PCGS)  ☆ 1948 
(PCGS)  ☆ 1948-D  (PCGS)  ☆ 1948-S  (PCGS)  ☆ 1949  (PCGS) 

☆ 1949-D  (PCGS)  ☆ 1949-S  (PCGS)  ☆ 1950  (PCGS)  ☆ 1950-D 
(PCGS)  ☆ 1950-S  (PCGS)  ☆ 1951  (PCGS)  ☆ 1951 -D  (PCGS)  ☆ 
1951  —S  (ANACS).  Lustrous  rose  and  orange  with  splashes  of  steel 
blue.  All  others  display  satiny  lustre  with  traces  of  delicate  toning. 
An  additional  1946,  graded  MS-64  (PCGS)  is  included,  along 
with  the  original  envelope  of  issue,  imprinted  in  five  lines,  “1946/ 
Commemorative/Coin/BOOKER  T./WASHINGTON.”  Other 
ephemeral  items  as  follows:  ☆ Black  cardboard  “window”  holder 
for  a PDS  set  ☆ Mailing  envelope  from  the  Memorial  including  a 
blank  order  form  and  letter  of  acknowledgement  ☆ Two  “Gems 
ot  Wisdom”  pamphlets  of  different  styles,  both  once  containing  a 
taped-in  half  dollar  ☆ Four  additional  envelopes  of  different  styles, 
including  return  envelopes  for  orders.  (Total:  19  coins;  5 envelopes; 
1 holder;  1 order  form;  1 acknowledgement;  2 pamphlets) 


Superb  1949-S  B.T.W.  Half  Dollar 

Finest  NGC  Grade 


2130  1949-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  Decent  strike.  An  exceptional  example  of  this  fairly  low- 
mintage  issue.  None  finer  graded  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  19;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #009418 
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Commemorative  Gold  Coins 

All  commemorative  gold  dollar  photographs  are  2x. 


Superb  Gem  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 

With  Star 


2133  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely 
specimen,  nicely  struck  and  with  rich  lustre,  of  this  low-mintage 
issue.  While  both  varieties  of  1922  Grant  gold  dollars  tend  to  be  in 
choice  or  gem  Mint  State  when  offered  on  the  market,  it  is  always 
a treat  to  see  them.  If  there  is  room  for  a superb  gem  in  your  col- 
lection, the  present  piece  is  an  outstanding  candidate. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from 
Paramount’s  sale  of  November  1972,  Lot  101. 

PCGS  #007459 


Lustrous  Gem  1922  Grant  Gold  SI 

With  Star  Issue 


2131  1950-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65  (NGC).  A blazinggem  with 

a robust  arrangement  ofvaried  blue,  gold,  and  rose  on  the  obverse, 
the  reverse  deep  fiery  orange  at  the  center  with  bright  neon  blue 
at  the  rim.  Superb  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #009422 


2132 


1936  Wisconsin.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  silver  color  at  the 
center,  highly  lustrous,  as  overlaid  with  a hint  of  gold.  A very  pretty 
example  of  this  popular  Wisconsin  issue. 

PCGS  #009447 


2134  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-65  (NGC).  Deep  yel- 
low gold  with  rich  orange  highlights.  Intensely  lustrous  surfaces 
bespeak  the  gem  quality  offered  here. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Flea  throw  Collection. 

PCGS  #007459 
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Important  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 

With  Star 


2135  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant, 
lustrous,  and  attractive.  A truly  lovely  example  of  this  relatively 
low-mintage  gold  dollar.  Not  particularly  rare  in  Mint  State — in 
fact,  most  occur  that  way — but  certainly  a nice  property  in  the  gem 
category.  Today  the  price  is  much  less  than  it  was  at  the  peak  of  the 
“Wall  Street”  investment  boom  in  1989,  perhaps  indicating  a good 
value. 

PCGS  #007459 


2136  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Another 
example  of  this  issue,  the  present  piece  in  warm  yellow-orange 
gold.  Very  attractive. 

PCGS  #007459 

Satiny  Gem  1922  Grant  Gold  $1 

No  Star 


2137  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-66  (NGC).  A satiny  gem 
with  rich  orange  and  yellow  toning  highlights  on  bright  medium 
gold  surfaces.  Wisps  of  faint  rose  grace  both  sides.  A coin  that 
easily  meets  or  exceeds  the  assigned  grade,  truly  gorgeous  in  all 
respects. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007458 


1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 

Without  Star 


2138  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  Graded  MS-66,  relatively  high  among  the  surviving  ex- 
amples of  this  low-mintage  issue,  and  offering  superior  lustre  and 
eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #007458 

Another  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 

Without  Star 


2139  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant, 
lustrous,  and  attractive.  Often  a small  difference  in  grade  can  mean 
a large  difference  in  price,  as  here.  In  terms  of  value  received  it  some- 
times is  worthwhile  to  investigate  the  different  possibilities.  The 
present  coin  is  superb,  with  only  a few  minor  copper  spots  noted 
on  the  obverse.  Housed  in  a first  generation  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #007458 


Another  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 

No  Star 


2140  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny, 
brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very  attractive  example  of  this  popular  issue, 
housed  in  a first  generation  PCGS  holder.  Struck  through  some 
grease  or  other  minor  debris,  resulting  in  softness  at  Grant’s  ear. 
An  interesting  anomaly  on  an  otherwise  superior  quality  coin  for 
the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  #007458 
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2141  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant, 

highly  lustrous,  and  extraordinarily  nice  for  the  assigned  grade. 
Housed  in  a first  generation  PCGS  holder,  and  off  the  market  for 
over  a decade. 

PCGS  #007458 

Satiny  Gem  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  $1 


2142  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-66  (NGC).  A satiny  and 
highly  lustrous  gem  with  a broad  array  of  golden  hues  on  both  sides. 
Smooth  and  silky,  with  some  “orange  peel”  effect  seen  at  the  rims, 
the  result  of  die  stress,  and  not  unusual  for  the  issue.  As  splendid 
a coin  as  the  grade  implies,  a future  centerpiece  to  a superb  U.S. 
gold  commemorative  set. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

Due  to  the  market  shenanigans  by  Farran  Zerbe  relating  to  the  1903 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollars  and  the  consequent  market  bust, 
collectors  had  very  little  interest  in  the  subsequent  Lewis  and  Clark  gold 
dollars,  as  here,  issued  in  Pordand,  Oregon,  with  dates  of  1904  and  1905. 
Those  that  were  sold  mainly  went  to  the  public  and  were  not  handled  with 
care.  Today  the  1904  and  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  dollars  are  several  times 
rarer  in  Mint  State  grades  than  are  the  other  pairs  of  commemorative  gold 
dollars — the  1903  Louisiana  Purchase,  the  1916  and  1917  McKinley,  and 
the  1922  Grant  varieties. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007447 

Elusive  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  $1 

Hidden  for  Two  Decades 


2143  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Emerging 
to  see  the  light  of  day  for  the  first  time  in  a generation,  this  piece 
is  a lovely  example — far  above  average — of  the  elusive  1904  Lewis 
& Clark  gold  dollar.  Highly  lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant  save  for 


blushes  of  soft  gold  toning.  In  our  view,  the  coin  is  rather  conser- 
vatively graded  and  offers  much  in  quality  for  the  grade  assigned. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from 
Superior’s  section  of  Auction  ‘84,fuly  1984,  Lot  45 7. 

PCGS  #007447 

Key  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  $1 


2144  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant, 
lustrous,  and  with  excellent  definition  of  details.  A few  marks  are 
seen,  but  are  generally  overwhelmed  by  rich  lustre,  creating  a very 
attractive  coin. 

PCGS  #007447 


2145  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  highly  prooflike,  as  a minority  of  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollars 
are.  Well  struck  and  very  pleasing.  A particularly  nice  example  that 
should  sell  for  significantly  over  the  standard  MS-62  price,  as  this 
coin  is  of  special  quality. 

PCGS  #007447 

Impressive  Gem  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  $1 

A Fully  Prooflike  Cameo  Gem 


2146  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty  mo- 
tifs and  satiny  fields  form  a pleasing  cameo  contrast.  The  fields  are 
highly  reflective  though  there  is  some  satiny  graininess.  Beautiful 
deep  yellow  gold  with  warmer  golden  highlights.  An  exceptional 
coin  that  easily  meets  the  rigors  of  the  MS-65  grade.  The  1905 
Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar  is  the  rarest  of  all  commemorative 
gold  dollars,  probably  at  least  10  times  rarer  than  either  of  the  1922 
Grant  gold  dollars  at  this  level.  The  market  does  not  appreciate  this 
difference,  thereby  yielding  an  opportunity. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007448 
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Important  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  $1 

Rarest  Issue  in  the  Series 


2147  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant, 

lustrous,  and  very  attractive. 

PCGS  #007448 


2148  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Well  struck, 
brilliant,  and  lustrous.  Some  slight  hairlines  account  for  the  grade. 
Scarce. 

PCGS  #007448 


Sparkling  Gem  1903  L.P.E.  Gold  SI 

Jefferson  Portrait 


2149 


1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson  portrait.  MS- 
66*  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  heavily  frosted  morifs  and 
satiny,  chiefly  reflective  fields.  An  undeniably  gem  example  of  our 
nation’s  first  commemorative  gold  dollar  coinage. 

In  1903  Far  ran  Zcrbe.  ofTyrone,  Pennsylvania,  managed  to  get  hold  of 
the  distribution  rights  for  what  became  the  first  American  commemorative 
gold  dollars  These  were  dated  1903,  but  were  intended  to  be  primarily  sold  at 
the  1 91 14  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition.  T wo  varieties  were  produced,  one 
with  a portrait  ofjefferson  and  one  with  McKinley.  Zcrbe,  who  was  rapidly 
becoming  the  numismatic  equivalent  ofa  snake  oil  salesman,  loaded  on  the 
hype,  persuaded  the  Mint  to  strike  125,000  of  each  variety,  and  set  about 
pricing  them  at  S3  each,  claiming  they  would  be  rare,  a great  investment, 
and  the  like  Just  the  opposite  happened:  the  issue  was  poorly  received  by 
numismatists,  and,  soon,  they  were  available  on  the  market  for  less  than  the 
issue  price  The  vast  majority  of  the  coins  remained  unsold  and  went  back  to 
the  Mint  for  melting,  yielding  just  17,500  of  each  for  distribution. 

Undaunted,  and  feeling  his  oats,  Zcrbe  got  involved  in  a number  of 
other  controversial  situations,  including  suggesting  that  little  gold  tokens 
sold  at  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  were  coins,  later  engaging  in  lots 
of  mudshnging  and  alleged  ballot  rigging  in  the  ANA  clccuon  when  he 
her  irne  president,  and  still  later  representing  the  ANA  in  the  purchase  of 


The  Numismatist  from  Lucy  Heath  the  widow  of  the  founder,  but,  instead, 
buying  it  for  himself.  This  shabby  record  of  performance  was  forgotten  by 
the  ANA  Board  of  Governors  decades  later  when  they  decided  to  name 
the  highest  honor  of  the  ANA,  the  Farran  Zerbe  Award.  Today,  in  2006, 
this  doesn’t  make  much  difference.  After  all,  the  highly  acclaimed  Pulitzer 
Prize  in  journalism  was  funded  by  Joseph  Pulitzer,  one  of  the  proponents 
of  so-called  “yellow  journalism,”  or  misrepresentation  and  hyperbole.  The 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  was  funded  by  the  inventor  of  dynamite.  However,  so 
far  we  do  not  have  an  A1  Capone  Award  for  civic  integrity.  Perhaps  that  will 
come  later.  Just  kidding  (sort  of)  about  all  of  this. 

PCGS  #007443 


2150  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson  portrait. 
MS-65  (NGC).  A sparkling  deep  golden  gem  with  rich  rose  and 
vibrant  orange  highlights.  Satiny  and  highly  lustrous,  with  a truly 
bold  strike  for  the  issue. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007443 


2151  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson  portrait.  MS- 
64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant,  with  rich  orange  gold 
lustre.  A very  nice  example  of  this  popular  issue,  off  the  market 
for  over  a decade.  Housed  in  a first  generation  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #007443 

2152  Trio  of  gold  commemoratives:  ☆ 1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold 
dollar.  Jefferson  portrait.  MS-63,  lightly  cleaned  ☆ 1915-S  Panama- 
Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-60  ☆ 1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle. 
AU-58.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

2153  Pair  of  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollars  grading  MS-62 
(ANACS):  ☆Jefferson  portrait.  Lustrous  with  rose  toning  at  the 
devices  ☆ McKinley  portrait.  Lustrous  golden  yellow  surfaces. 
(Total:  2 pieces) 
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Superb  Gem  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Gold  Dollar 
McKinley  Portrait 
First  Appearance  in  30  Years 


2154  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  portrait. 
MS-66  (PCGS).  Off  the  market  since  1972,  this  superb  gem  1903 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollar,  McKinley  portrait,  is 
one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen.  The  surfaces  are  brilliant  yellow 
gold  and  the  lustre  is  outstanding.  An  elegant  piece  that  is  deserving 
of  a strong  bid  in  this  sale,  its  first  public  offering  since  1972. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from 
Paramount’s  sale  of  November  1972,  Lot  108. 

PCGS  #007444 

Sparkling  Gem  1903  LPE  Gold  $1 

McKinley  Portrait 


2155 


1903  Louisiana  gold  dollar.  McKinley  portrait.  MS-66 
(NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  prooflike,  somewhat  reflective  fields 
and  frosted  motifs.  Sharp  and  appealing,  with  rich  orange  toning 
highlights  on  lustrous  medium  gold  surfaces. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007444 


2156  1903  Louisiana  Purchase.  McKinley  portrait.  MS-65  (NGC). 

A brilliant  and  lustrous  example  in  light  yellow  gold.  The  second 
of  the  two  portraits  of  the  series. 

PCGS  #007444 
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A Museum  Quality  Collection 
Zerbe’s  Wooden  Postcards 
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Collection  of  ten  wooden  postcards  issued  by  Farran  Zerbe 
at  the  1904  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  and  for  the  1905 
Lewis  and  Clark  Centennial.  Average  condition  VF  to  nearly 
new.  Nine  of  these  are  different  varieties.  Four  of  them  have  been 
postally  used,  of  which  three  have  the  stamps  remaining.  The  other 
postally  used  piece  is  a pattern,  to  speak,  with  more  to  be  said  about 
this  later. 

Zerbe  s main  claim  to  fame  at  the  exposition  was  endeavoring  to  sell 
commemorative  gold  dollars  of  two  designs,  McKinley  and  Jefferson  por- 
traits, for  S3  each.  Despite  great  expectations,  sales  languished,  and  of  the 
125,000  of  each  variety  produced,  only  17,500  eventually  were  distributed, 
the  rest  going  back  to  the  Mint.  Also  he  distributed  little  gold  souvenir  tokens 
denominated  1/4  and  1/2,  somewhat  controversial  at  the  time. 

Zerbe  was  a showman  par  excellence,  a numismatic  equivalent  perhaps 
ot  PT.  Bamum.  Promotion  was  his  great  love.  For  the  exposition  he  cre- 
ated an  illustrious  series  of  postcards  made  of  thin  wood  veneer,  rectangular, 
and  intended  to  be  mailed.  On  the  face  of  each  was  a depiction  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  and  a ribbon,  quite  resembling  a coin  or  medal,  is  shown  at  the 
upper  left.  On  the  reverse  are  several  different  variations  of  words  and  type 
arrangements  of  puny  inscriptions  relating  to  wood,  this  being  but  a small 
sample:  "All  a-board  for  the  World's  Fair.  Arrive  Safe.  Exposition  is  more 
than  oak-a,  it  is  ash-tonishing;  you  cedar  sights  of  your  life. . . ” Many  of  these 
were  sold  at  the  fair,  where  they  proved  to  be  quite  popular.  How  many 
were  printed  or  sold  is  not  known,  but  in  the  field  of  deltiology  (postcard 
collecting)  such  are  considered  to  be  scarce  today  and  normally  trade  at  about 
$100  each,  often  warped  or  not  m particularly  good  condition. 

The  present  collection,  indeed  a museum-quality  exhibit,  obviously 
represents  many  years  of  searching  by  a collector.  Certain  of  the  varieties 
are  sufficiently  rare  that  the  writer,  who  has  collected  postcards  since  his 
youth,  has  never  seen  them.  For  example,  we  have  one  issued  by  Zerbe  for 
the  Peters  Shoe  Company  on  occasion  of  St.  Louis  Day  at  the  World's  Fair 
on  September  15,  1904.  Another  is  the  earlier  mentioned  “pattern"  and  is 
actually  postmarked  1905,  not  issued  by  Zerbe,  to  be  sure,  but  hand  ad- 
dressed to  him  in  Portland,  Oregon,  where  he  was  operating  the  concession 
at  the  Louis  & Clark  Exposition.  Made  in  the  same  format,  of  a thin  slice 
of  wood,  this  is  datelmed  St.  Louis,  September  5,  1905,  signed  by  an  R W. 
Twitchell,  who  obviously  had  learned  of  Zerbe’s  successful  1004  postcards 
and  sought  to  be  a supplier.  The  message  reads:  “Sample  of  3 ply  sycamore. 
1/24  of  an  inch  thick.  What  do  you  think  of  this  tor  wood  postcards?  Wish 
we  had  got  on  to  this  earlier.”  The  numismadc/commeinorative  connec- 
tion is  through  illustrations  of  the  L.P.E.  commemorative  gold  dollars  on 
all  cards  except  the  “pattern.” 

Broadening  the  appeal  beyond  postcards,  these  are  actually  a forerunner 
of  the  popular  wooden  nickels. 

For  the  advanced  collector  of commemoratives  who  desires  a truly  in- 
credible exhibit  opportunity,  this  lot  beckons.  Probably,  no  amount  of  effort 
could  replace  it  within  a generation  of  searching.  (Total  10  pieces) 
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Superb  Gem  1916  McKinley  Gold  Dollar 

Off  the  Market  for  36  Years 


Gem  Mint  State  1917  McKinley  Gold  $1 


2158  1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Another  treasure 
from  the  past:  a McKinley  gold  dollar  that  was  last  sold  in  1970  by 
Lester  Merkin,  the  well  known  New  York  City  coin  dealer.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  are  well  struck,  highly  lustrous,  and  absolutely 
gorgeous.  A splendid  coin  for  the  connoisseur. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection.  Previously  from  Lester 
Merkin’s  sale  of  September  1970,  Lot  523. 

PCGS  #007454 


2159  1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  honey  gold 
with  strong  underlying  lustre,  rose  highlights,  and  some  prooflike 
reflectivity  in  the  obverse  field. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007454 


2163  1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  richly 
lustrous  with  light  toning.  At  least  three  times  rarer  than  the  1916 
McKinley  gold  dollar.  A key  to  the  series,  somewhat  unrealized  as 
such. 

PCGS  #007455 


2160  1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  rich 
lustre.  Light  toning.  A very  attractive  example  of  the  more  plentiful 
of  the  two  McKinley  issues. 

PCGS  #007454 

2161  Pair  of  McKinley  gold  dollars  grading  MS-61  (PCGS):  ☆ 

1916.  Lustrous  yellow  gold.  A shallow  scratch  is  noted  along  the 
face  ☆ 1917.  Lustrous  orange  gold  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


2164  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Purchased 
many  years  ago,  this  piece  is  a fresh  offering  to  collectors  of  today. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  well  struck,  lustrous,  and  attractive. 
Quality  such  as  this  is  not  easy  to  find. 

From  the  New  York  Connoisseur’s  Collection. 

PCGS  #007449 


2162  1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold 
with  bright  orange-rose  highlights.  Plenty  oflustre  adorns  the  satiny 
gem  surfaces.  One  of 5,000  examples  of  the  issue  distributed,  10,000 
pieces  fewer  than  the  distribution  of  its  1916-dated  counterpart. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

The  sales  of  the  McKinley  gold  dollar  were  not  very  satisfactory,  and 
many  of  them  were  wholesaled  atjust  slightly  over  face  value  to  Texas  dealer 
B.  Max  Mehl,  who  had  supplies  on  hand  for  years  afterward. 

The  writer  (QDB)  would  welcome  from  any  reader  some  color  pictures 
of  the  McKinley  Memorial  in  Niles,  Ohio,  depicted  on  the  back  of  this 
coin.  This  would  be  for  use  in  a forthcoming  Whitman  book.  Reward:  a 
credit  line. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007455 
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2165  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty 
medium  gold  with  rich  rose  and  butterscotch  highlights.  Sharp 
and  appealing  for  the  assigned  grade. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Flcathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007449 


Choice  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $2.50 


2169  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 

lovely  specimen  of  the  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle, 
except  for  a light  scratch  in  the  second  digit  of  the  date.  Absent 
this,  the  piece  would  probably  be  graded  much  finer.  Overall  it  is 
very  attractive,  and  the  aforementioned  scratch  is  best  seen  under 
magnification. 

PCGS  #007450 


2166  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A bril- 
liant, lustrous,  and  very  pleasing  example  of  the  Panama-Pacific  gold 
dollar.  Graded  long  ago  by  PCGS,  and  housed  in  a first  generation 
holder. 

The  obverse  portrait  is  said  to  represent  a canal  worker,  but,  popularly, 
some  view  it  as  a baseball  player. 

PCGS  #007449 


2170 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-60,  cleaned.  A bril- 
liant and  lustrous  example,  lightly  cleaned.  The  effect  of  cleaning 
may  play  differently  to  different  viewers — sometimes  considered 
as  imperfect,  other  times  considered  as  potential  bargains.  Check 
it  out  in  person  and  see  what  you  think! 

PCGS  #007450 


2167  Pair  of  certified  gold  commemoratives:  ☆ 1915-S  Panama- 
Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Lustrous  yellow  gold  ☆ 
1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
orange-gold  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Gem  Mint  State  1915-S  Pan-Pac  $2.50 


2168  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-65  (NGC).  A 

splendid  frosty  gem  with  medium  yellow  gold  surfaces  that  display 
intense  radiant  lustre.  Undeniable  gem  physical  quality  with  visual 
appeal  to  match. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007450 
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Choice  1915-S  Pan-Pacific  Round  $50 

Only  483  Distributed 


lfc 


2.x  photo 


2171  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $50.  Round.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A lovely 
specimen  of  this  famous  coin,  the  present  piece  has  warm  yel- 
low-gold color,  is  highly  lustrous,  and  is  especially  nice  within  the 
MS-63  designation.  The  grading  of  this  and  the  related  octagonal 
$50  can  vary  widely,  and  looking  at  a holder  will  not  suffice.  The 
present  coin  passes  the  test  for  MS-63  and  would  be  acceptable  for 
our  own  collection  of  such,  should  we  form  one.  The  present  coin 
will  certainly  be  a highlight  in  the  collection  of  its  next  owner. 

Year  in  and  year  out  this  has  been  the  key  commemorative  coin — the 
one  that  everyone  wants — the  highlight  of  the  series.  Although  1,500  were 
struck  for  distribution,  sales  fell  short  of  expectations,  and  when  all  was  said 
and  done,  by  the  end  of  1916  (in  which  year  distribution  continued),  only 
483  had  been  sold.  Today  these  are  widely  scattered. 

To  reiterate  from  our  comments  in  the  Jewell  Collection  (under  the 
1915-S  half  dollar),  at  the  Exposition  in  1915,  the  numismatic  conces- 
sion was  under  the  control  of  Farran  Zerbe.  In  a display  set  up  within  the 
Palace  of  Fine  Arts,  enclosed  in  a wooden  structure  with  lattice  fence,  his 
Money  of  the  World  drew  many  visitors.  On  view  were  commemorative 
coins  for  sale,  as  well  as  obsolete  currency  and  other  souvenirs.  Presum- 
ably, the  exhibit  was  up  to  sales  expectations,  for  nothing  unfavorable  has 
been  recorded  concerning  it.  However,  more  commemorative  coins  were 
available  than  the  market  demanded,  with  this  being  particularly  true  of  the 
impressive  S50  pieces. 

Priced  at  S 100  each,  or  double  face  value,  the  round  and  octagonal  $50 
pieces  were  typically  housed  in  a little  leatherette  case,  although  other  op- 
tions were  available.  Visitors  opted  to  buy  the  octagonal  version,  as  it  evoked 
memories  of  the  famous  $50  slugs  made  by  Augustus  Humbert  during  the 
Gold  Rush,  1851-1852.  Accordingly,  sales  of  that  particular  format  were 


substantially  higher  and  reached  645. 

After  1916,  the  unsold  coins  were  melted.  No  one  could  have  anticipated 
that  the  market  would  gain  strength  so  quickly,  but  by  the  early  1920s  the 
pieces  were  selling  at  a premium,  and  notice  was  given  of  them  when  they 
appeared  in  dealers’  catalogues.  Ever  since  then  they  have  been  great  objects 
of  desire.  A couple  decades  ago  it  was  a point  of  pride  to  offer  a coin  such 
as  this  in  its  original  little  case,  or  a set  of  five  commemoratives  in  a copper 
frame.  However,  the  passion  for  certification  has  been  so  strong  that  nearly  all 
of  such  cases  have  been  discarded  in  favor  of  encasing  the  pieces  in  rectangular 
plastic  holders.  In  a way,  something  has  been  lost.  On  the  other  hand,  such 
holders  give  a third  party  opinion  as  to  grade,  which  seems  to  overwhelm 
any  historical  or  display  aspects. 

Upon  close  study,  the  design  of  the  $50  Panama-Pacific  $50  pieces  is 
quite  interesting.  Both  the  round  and  the  octagonal  coins  are  the  same,  except 
the  central  features  are  slightly  reduced  in  diameter  on  the  octagonal  version 
and  dolphins — a nice  touch — are  entered  into  the  angles.  The  obverse  depicts 
the  ancient  goddess  Minerva,  in  an  ornate  helmet,  facing  left.  The  date  ot 
this  coin  is  particularly  large  and  ornate,  a feature  not  noticed  by  many,  and 
is  expressed  in  Roman  Numerals  near  her  shoulder.  On  the  reverse  is  a wise 
owl,  the  Athenian  symbol  of  wisdom,  here  shown  perched  on  a pine  branch. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  the  inscriptions  outside  of  an  ornamented 
border  of  pellets  and  beads,  a nice  artistic  touch  seen  elsewhere  in  many 
numismatic  series,  but  not  widely  noticed  (see  the  1877  pattern  $50  in  this 
issue  as  well  as  a number  of  the  commemoratives).  Robert  Aitken,  well 
known  medalist  and  sculptor  of  his  era,  was  the  designer. 

The  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $50  pieces  should  perhaps  be  known  as 
MCMXV,  as  that  is  how  the  date  is  included  on  the  coin,  similar  to  the 
MCMVII  double  eagle. 

PCGS  #007451 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1915-S  Pan-Pac  $50 


2 x photo 

2172  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $50.  Round.  MS-63  (NGC).  Deep 
honey  gold  with  warm  rose  highlights  and  expansive  cartwheel 
lustre.  Choice  for  the  grade,  another  special  coin. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007451 
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Classic  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $50 

Round  Format 


2x  photo 


2173  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $50.  Round.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lovely 

example.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  light  yellow  gold,  lustrous, 
and  very  attractive. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities. 

PCGS  #007451 
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Splendid  1915-S  Pan-Pacific  Octagonal  $50 

One  of  645  Distributed 


2x  photo 

2174  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $50.  Octagonal.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 

lustrous,  lovely  example  of  the  more  popular  of  the  two  formats  of 
the  1915-S  $50.  Bright  yellow  on  both  sides.  A lovely  coin  that  is 
bound  to  be  a highlight  in  the  cabinet  of  its  next  owner. 

One  of  1,509  examples  of  this  prized  rarity  struck  in  the  octagonal 
format,  a figure  that  includes  nine  pieces  made  for  assay  purposes.  Just  645 
examples  of  the  issue  were  sold  at  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  in  1915, 
with  the  balance,  864  unsold  pieces,  later  melted  at  the  mint.  Designer  Rob- 
ert Aitken’s  rendition  of  Minerva,  or  to  some,  Athena,  is  among  the  most 
beautiful  designs  to  ever  grace  a U.S.  coin.  Further,  it  is  the  only  octagonal 
U.S.  coin  issue  under  the  auspices  of  the  U.S.  Government;  octagonal  S50 
“slugs”  were  struck  in  California  prior  to  the  advent  of  the  official  U.S.  Mint 
in  San  Francisco,  those  created  by  private  coiners  of  the  era.  As  noted,  a 


*€- 

beautiful  issue  whose  design  includes  a dolphin  in  each  of  the  eight  angles 
on  each  side  of  the  coin,  that  friendly  mammal  a sign  of  luck  and  mobility 
on  the  high  seas. 

PCGS  #007452 


Choice  1915-S  Octagonal  Pan-Pac  $50 


2 x photo 


2175  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $50.  Octagonal.  MS-63  (NGC).  Bright 
yellow  gold  with  splendid,  lively  cartwheel  lustre  and  exceptional 
appeal  for  the  grade.  A nuance  of  creamy  rose  and  orange  toning  can 
be  seen  on  both  sides.  Splendid  for  the  grade,  always  in  demand,  and 
a coin  that  won’t  come  easy  when  the  bidding  begins. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 


PCGS  #007452 
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Desirable  1915-S  Pan-Pac  Octagonal  $50 

Just  645  Distributed 


2x  photo 


2176  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $50.  Octagonal.  MS-62  (PCGS). 

Lustrous  honey  gold  with  delightful  orange  highlights.  A pleasing 
example  of  the  grade,  and  certainly  a coin  that  would  do  justice  to 
any  U.S.  commemorative  collection. 

From  the  Southern  Collection  of  Rarities. 

PCGS  #007452 


2177  Selection  ofitems  related  to  the  1915  Panama-Pacific  coins 
and  exposition:  ☆ Original  black  leatherette  case  for  an  individual 
round-format  1915-S  $50  commemorative  coin.  A very  nice  quality 
example  of  this  scarce  case,  with  the  velvet  insert  intact,  the  gold 
interior  inscription  bold,  and  the  small  descriptive  card  present. 
Nice  cases  such  as  this  are  probably  several  times  rarer  than  the 
prized  coins  themselves!  ☆ Four  distribution  envelopes  for  the 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific  coins,  including  two  examples  for  the  half 
dollar,  one  for  the  gold  dollar  (in  particularly  nice  condition),  and 
one  for  the  quarter  eagle.  A superb  offering  of  these  rare  envelopes 
☆ Three  postcards  of  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  ☆ Token  is- 
sued for  an  annual  convention  of  the  Coca  Cola  Bottling  Company, 
the  obverse  of  which  is  a replica  of  the  round-format  $50  gold 
commemorative  coin.  (Total:  1 case;  4 envelopes;  3 postcards;  1 
token) 


2178  1915  Panama-Pacific  Expo  medals.  A set  of  three  examples  of 
this  official  medal  of  the  exposition,  celebrating  the  opening  of  the 
Panama  Canal,  in  three  different  compositions:  ☆ Silver.  HK-399. 
Mint  State.  Deep  and  attractive  mottled  toning.  Scarcely  seen  in  this 
composition  ☆ Copper.  HK-400.  Choice  AU,  with  some  lustrous 
orange  red  toning  around  the  devices  ☆ Gilt  Copper.  HK-401. 
Lustrous  golden  toning,  with  some  copper  showing  through  on 
the  high  points.  (Total:  3 pieces) 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1926  Sesquicentennial  $2.50 


2179  1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-65  (NGC).  A beauti- 
ful, satiny  gem  with  rich  rose  and  orange  highlights  on  smooth, 
impressive  gem  surfaces. 

Accompanied  by  an  NGC  Photo  Proof. 

From  the  Heathrow  Collection. 

PCGS  #007466 


2180 


1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An 

attractive  example,  highly  lustrous,  in  orange-yellow  gold.  A few 
copper  spots  are  seen  on  each  side. 

PCGS  #007466 


2181  Three  scarce  original  holders  for  U.S.  commemorative  gold 
coins:  ☆ White  cardboard  box  for  a 1904  Louisiana  Purchase  gold 
dollar.  Corners  of  the  lid  are  separated.  A scarce  box  ☆ Gift  card  for 
a McKinley  gold  dollar,  date  not  specified.  Portrait  of  McKinley  at 
right,  with  “To”  and  “From”  lines  to  fill  in  below.  At  right,  a small 
envelope  is  affixed  with  an  embossed  green  and  red  holly  design, 
and  the  inscription  “A  Merry  Christmas”  below.  An  attractive  piece 
☆ Gold  foil  box  for  a single  1926  Sesquicentennial  gold  quarter 
eagle.  Green  velvet  interior,  with  an  intact  paper  hinge.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 


Modern  Commemoratives 


Complete  Modern  Commemorative  500  Collection 

Mint  State  Specimens  1982-2003 

2182  Complete  collection  of  Mint  State  modern  commemorative 
half  dollars,  1982-2003.  All  are  superb,  brilliant  and  lustrous 
gem  coins  purchased  by  an  advanced  collector  of  the  classic  U.S. 


Commemorative  series  directly  from  the  U.S.  Mint  and  carefully 
placed  in  the  present  Dansco  album  directly  from  the  original  mint 
packaging.  The  coins  have  been  well  stored,  and  are  generally  in 
pristine  original  condition.  Issues  include  the  following:  ☆ 1982-D 
George  Washington  ☆ 1986-D  Statue  of  Liberty  ☆ 1989-D  Con- 
gress Bicentennial  ☆ 1991-D  Mount  Rushmore  ☆ 1992-P  XXV 
Olympiad  ☆ 1992-D  Christopher  Columbus  ☆ 1993-W  Bill  of 
Rights  ☆ 1991  -1995-P  (1993)  World  War  II  ☆ 1994-D  World  Cup 
Tournament  ☆ 1995-S  Civil  War  Battlefields  ☆ 1995-S  Olympic 
Games,  Basketball  ☆ 1995-S  Olympic  Games,  Baseball  ☆ 1996-S 
Olympic  Games,  Soccer  ☆ 1996-S  Olympic  Games,  Swimming 
■fr  2001-P  US  Capitol  ☆ 2003-P  First  Flight.  Also  included  is  the 
scarce  1998— S Kennedy  half  dollar  with  Matte  finish,  a scarcely  seen 
piece  that  was  offered  only  in  the  two-piece  Robert  F.  Kennedy 
set  of  the  year.  An  impressive  collection  of  commemorative  half 
dollars,  housed  in  a Dansco  Album.  (Total:  17  pieces) 

Complete  55-Piece  Set  of  Modern  Commem  Dollars 

All  Mint  State  Issues  1983-2005 

2183  Complete  55-piece  set  of  Mint  State  modern  commemora- 
tive silver  dollars,  all  gem  Mint  State,  as  issued.  A fantastic 
set  that  would  take  a good  bit  of  time  and  effort  to  duplicate  today, 
while  maintaining  the  superb  condition  and  well-matched  fully 
brilliant  and  lustrous  nature  of  the  coins  included  here.  Many 
pieces  have  a rich  satin  finish,  while  others  are  slightly  reflective, 
is  issued.  Some  display  brilliant  and  lustrous  surfaces  while  others 
are  beautifully  matte-like.  Another  very  attractive  modern  com- 
memorative collection  carefully  assembled  by  a long-time  collector 
who  has  focused  for  many  years  on  the  U.S.  commemorative  series 
beginning  in  1892.  A beautiful  offering,  housed  in  two  Dansco 
Albums.  (Total:  55  pieces) 

Collection  of  Mint  State  Commemorative  $5  Gold 

Includes  Key-Date  Jackie  Robinson  Rarity 

2184  Complete  collection  of  Mint  State  commemorative  $5 
gold  issues,  1986  through  2002.  All  pieces  are  gem  Mint  State 
examples,  carefully  transferred  from  the  original  Mint  packaging 
to  the  present  Dansco  album  by  an  astute  collector  of  U.S.  Com- 
memorative coins,  including  those  of  the  classic  series.  The  present 
set  is  complete  by  date  and  mint,  as  follows:  ☆ 1986-W  Statue  of 
Liberty  ☆ 1987-W  Constitution  Bicentennial  ☆ 1988-W  Olym- 
piad ☆ 1989-W  Congress  Bicentennial  ☆ 1991 -W  Korean  War  ☆ 

1992- W  XXV  Olympiad  ☆ 1992-W  Christopher  Columbus  ☆ 

1993- W  Bill  of  Rights  ☆ 1991-1995-W  (1993)  World  War  II  ☆ 

1994- W  World  Cup  Tournament  ☆ 1995-W  Civil  War  Battlefields 

☆ 1995-W  Olympic  games  Torch  Runner  ☆ 1995-W  Olympic 
games  Stadium  ☆ 1996-W  Olympic  games  Flag  Bearer  ☆ 1996- 
W Olympic  games  Cauldron  ☆ 1996-W  Smithsonian  Institution 

☆ 1997-W  Jackie  Robinson.  Rare  low-mintage  key  date  to  the 
entire  commemorative  half  eagle  series  ☆ 1997-W  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt  ☆ 1999-W  George  Washington  ☆ 2001 -W  Capitol 
Visitor  Center  ☆ 2002-W  Salt  Lake  City  Olympics.  A beautiful 
Gem  collection,  housed  in  a Dansco  Album.  (Total:  21  pieces) 
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Exonumia 


2185  1933  Montana  dollar.  Silver.  HK-820.  MS-65  (NGC).  Boldly 
lustrous  rich  silver  gray  surfaces  with  attractive  overtones  of  russet, 
blue,  and  green  on  both  sides.  Sharply  struck  with  excellent  central 
details,  particularly  in  the  fine  details  of  the  mining  operation  on 
the  obverse.  Heavy  die  polish  lines  are  seen,  typical  for  the  issue. 
Sold  to  raise  funds  for  the  Montana  Silver  Association,  a pro-silver 
lobby  based  in  Helena.  According  to  Hibler-Kappen,  over  2,000 
pieces  were  struck,  though  they  estimate  that  the  survivors  number 
fewer  than  100  pieces. 


STERLING  k 

Investment 

CO.  INC. 
RENO 
NEVADA 


2186  1933  Sterling  Investment  Company  dollar.  Silver.  HK-821. 
AU-53  (NGC).  Signs  of  light  handling  and  wear,  but  traces  of 
lustre  remain  on  the  deeply  toned  gray  surfaces.  Highlights  of  soft 
blue  and  rose  add  to  the  visual  appeal.  These  pieces  were  recalled 
shortly  after  they  were  produced,  with  the  result  being  that  they 
are  scarcely  seen  today.  Hibler-Kappen  suggests  that  they  are  very 
rare,  with  fewer  than  12  examples  extant,  but  this  is  likely  a very 
conservative  estimate. 


2187  1933  Sterling  Investment  Company  dollar.  Silver.  HK-821. 
AU-50  (NGC).  A second  example  of  this  rare  so-called  dollar. 
Deep  gray  surfaces  with  some  areas  of  darker  toning.  Sharply  struck 
and  pleasing. 


2188  1933  Pedley-Ryan  dollar.  Silver.  HK-822.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Medium  to  light  gray  surfaces  with  some  lustre  and  striated  golden 
brown  toning  on  both  sides.  A few  minor  handling  marks  account 
for  the  grade.  Issued  on  January  5,  1933,  these  were  intended  to 
allow  for  small  investments  in  silver.  This  type  was  sold  only  on  the 
first  day  of  the  campaign,  and  only  50  of  these  pieces  were  issued 
in  total.  A rare  so-called  dollar. 


2189  1933  Pedley-Ryan  dollar.  Silver.  HK-824.  Mint  State,  and 

with  good  lustre  for  the  issue.  However,  the  piece  has  been  lightly 
cleaned  as  evidenced  by  light  hairlines.  The  surfaces  have  toned 
back  somewhat  and  are  now  mostly  golden  gray  with  faint  blue 
accents.  Another  rare  so-called  dollar,  this  being  one  of  85  examples 
issued  on  January  6,  1933.  The  reverse  die  is  in  error,  as  it  should 
have  read  “99%, ” resulting  in  its  having  been  withdrawn  from  use 
shortly  after  production  began. 


2190  1933  Pedley-Ryan  dollar.  Silver.  HK-825.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Dusky  gray  at  the  centers  with  deeper  charcoal  gray  and  golden 
brown  toning  near  the  rims.  Surface  marks  are  generally  few  and 
minor.  Some  striations  are  noted,  as  made,  and  as  often  seen.  This 
is  the  most  common  seen  Pedley-Ryan  dollar,  though  only  400 
were  produced. 
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2191  1933  Pedley-Ryan  dollar.  Robbins  on  the  Corner.  Silver. 

HK-827.  MS-62  (NGC).  Medium  gray  with  considerable  lustre 
and  overtones  of  champagne  and  pale  blue.  Scattered  shallow 
surface  marks  account  for  the  grade.  Produced  for  a men’s  cloth- 
ing store,  with  the  name  “Robbins  on  the  Corner’’  added  to  the 
design,  in  effect,  a $1  store  card  reminiscent  of  the  thousands  of 
19th-century  store  card  issues  that  circulated  years  earlier.  Though 
the  entire  mintage  of  300  pieces  was  sold  on  the  first  day  of  issue, 
this  is  a very  scarce  type  today,  indeed  it  is  one  of  the  least  seen  of 
all  Pedley-Ryan  varieties. 


2192  1933  Pedley-Ryan  dollar.  Silver.  HK-828.  MS-64  (NGC).  A 

beautiful,  highly  lustrous  silver  example  with  traces  of  rose  toning 
that  add  to  the  aesthetic  appeal.  A truly  superb  example  of  this 
rarity,  one  of  only  50  struck  and  quite  rare  as  such. 


2193  1933  Colorado  Century  of  Progress  dollar.  Silver.  HK-867. 
MS-62  (NGC).  Deep  brownish  gray  surfaces  with  some  traces  of 
rose  toning.  Lustre  is  visible,  though  a little  subdued.  The  State 
Legislature  of  Colorado  did  not  appropriate  funds  to  send  a del- 
egation from  the  state  to  the  Century  of  Progress  Exposition  in 
Chicago.  As  a last  minute  effort  to  raise  funds  to  allow  Colorado 
to  have  an  exhibit  at  the  fair,  these  dollars  were  struck  and  sold  for 
$1.00  each.  The  raw  silver  had  been  purchased  for  280  an  ounce. 
Just  300  were  produced  of  this  variety,  sales  of  which  began  on 
February  2nd,  with  nearly  all  of  them  sold  by  February  5th. 


2194  1933  Colorado  Century  of  Progress  dollar.  Silver  HK-868.  AU-55 
(NGC).  Very  similar  in  style  to  HK-867,  as  offered  above,  but  this 
variety  lacks  the  words  “TO  COLORADO”  on  the  reverse.  Uni- 
form gray  surfaces  with  light  handling  marks  and  no  defects  worthy 
of  note.  One  of  700  such  pieces  distributed  though  the  mintage 
had  been  reported  in  the  March  1933  issue  of  The  Numismatist  to 
be  2,700  examples. 

2195  1933  Colorado  Century  of  Progress  dollar.  Silver.  HK-869.  AU. 
Lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  but  now  a pleasing  medium  gray  with 
deeper  toning  at  the  rims.  A few  light  hairlines  and  handling  marks 
are  noted.  Though  the  mintage  of  this  type  was  2,000  pieces,  a 
significant  portion  were  melted  and  the  variety  is  now  somewhat 
scarce. 


2196  1933  Colorado  Century  of  Progress  dollar.  Silver.  HK-870. 
MS-66  (NGC).  A superb  gem,  and  a nice  ending  to  this  interesting 
and  historical  offering.  Boldly  lustrous  silver  surfaces,  with  attrac- 
tive rose  toning  accents  on  both  sides.  Sharply  struck  from  heavily 
polished  dies.  A lovely  example  of  the  type. 
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Rare  1976  National  Bicentennial  Medal 

Gold  Three-Inch  Format 


2197  1976  National  Bicentennial  medal.  Gem  Proof,  as  issued. 

Three-inch  format.  Dies  by  Frank  Gasparro.  A superb  example  of  a 
very  rare  large-format  U.S.  Bicentennial  gold  medal  with  lively  gold 
surfaces  and  excellent  sharpness  of  detail.  Identified  on  the  edge  as 
No.  340;  424  pieces  originally  sold.  Though  the  number  sold  was 
fairly  large  for  such  a costly  gold  medal,  we  have  seen  just  a couple 
of  these  over  the  years  and  suspect  that  many  of  the  pieces  found 
their  way  to  the  melting  pots  during  the  great  gold  and  silver  boom 
years  of  1979  and  1980.  These  largest  specimens  in  gold  required  a 
special  order,  and  were  individually  numbered  to  reflect  the  order- 
ing process.  In  all,  the  National  Bicentennial  medal  was  offered  for 
sale  in  seven  different  versions  and  four  different  sizes.  This  large, 
heavy  golden  medal  is  fitted  into  a blue  velvet  and  silk  lined  wooden 
case  ofissue  inscribed  “The  National  Bicentennial  Medal  American 
Revolution  Bicentennial  1776-1976.”  Also  accompanied  by  the 
original  leaflet  describing  the  design,  its  subsequent  authorization 
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by  Congress,  and  more  noting  that  the  proceeds  from  the  sales 
would  be  “used  primarily  to  fund  national,  state,  and  community 
Bicentennial  activities.”  A beautiful  and  impressive  connection  to 
our  nation’s  bicentennial  of  30  years  ago. 

Weight:  14.6  ounces;  Diameter:  76.3mm;  Fineness:  .900  gold. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  November-December  2001,  Lot 
5461. 


Error  Coins 


2198  1998-P  half  dollar.  Huge  broadstrike.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly 
brilliant  silver  gray  with  somewhat  reflective  fields.  Traces  of  cloudy 
toning  surround  design  elements.  A very  impressive  error  coin, 
roughly  33.6  mm  across  instead  of  the  typical  30.6  mm  diameter 
of  a specimen  struck  within  a functioning  collar.  Because  the  edges 
weren’t  properly  contained,  pressure  pushed  downward  and  made 
the  design  elements  sharper  than  usual.  The  whole  visual  aspect 
is  unusual  and  interesting,  and  this  could  be  the  centerpiece  of  an 
error  cabinet. 

PCGS  #006773 


2199  1999-W  eagle  $10.  Struck  with  unfinished  Proof  die.  MS-67 
(PCGS) . Brilliant  yellow  gold  with  pristine  fields  and  bold  cartwheel 
lustre.  Very  different  in  appearance  from  other  West  Point  Mint 
Proofs,  an  interesting  modern  variety  that  has  proven  elusive. 

PCGS  #099942 
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Miscellaneous  U.S.  Coins 

2200  Two  19th-century  issues:  ☆ 1863  cent.  MS-63,  lightly  cleaned 
but  lustrous  and  beginning  to  tone  ☆ 1857  quarter.  MS-62  (PCI). 
Deep  golden  brown  over  deep  gray  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

2201  Quintette  of  gold  coins  grading  MS-62  (PCGS):  ☆ 1881  half 
eagle  (2).  Both  are  lustrous  with  frosty  olive  toning  at  the  peripheries 
☆ 1882  half  eagle.  Lustrous  with  frosty  olive  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 
1882  eagle.  Lustrous  with  frosty  gray  over  both  surfaces  ☆ 1897 
eagle.  Lustrous  golden  orange  with  splashes  of  frosty  gray.  (Total: 
5 pieces) 


Canadian  Coins 


2202  Group  of  ANACS-certified  fifty  cents  and  dollars:  ☆ 1960  fifty— 
cents.  MS-68  PL  ☆ 1960  dollar.  MS-67  PL  ☆ 1964  dollar.  MS-67 
PL  ☆ 1965  dollar.  Type  I.  MS-67  PL.  A truly  gorgeous  group  with 
rich  golden  toning  present  to  some  extent  on  all  four  coins.  (Total: 
4 pieces) 

From  the  Allison  Park  Collection. 


End  of  Sale 
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hen  you  decide  it  is  time  to  sell  your  coins,  let  American 
Numismatic  Rarities  showcase  them  to  their  best  advantage  and 
realize  top  market  price  for  you.  Whether  you  have  individual  rarities, 
specialized  groups,  or  an  entire  collection,  ANR  has  the  skill,  expertise, 
and  experience  to  make  the  sale  of  your  coins  a great  success.  From 
colonial  coins  to  double  eagles,  medals  to  currency,  our  experts  are  well- 
versed  in  all  aspects  of  numismatics  and  our  catalogue  presentation  is 
beyond  compare.  Our  2006  schedule  of  events  includes  sales  in  nu- 
merous metropolitan  areas,  often  planned  to  coincide  with  major  coin 
shows.  One  of  these  sales  is  sure  to  be  right  for  your  material. 

Join  the  most  successful  auction  firm  in  the  business. 

If  you  are  considering  selling  and  would  like  to  realize  top  market  price 
for  your  coins,  we  invite  you  to  consign  at  favorable  terms  to  ANR.  Ad- 
ditionally, you  will  have  an  enjoyable  experience  working  with  members 
of  the  ANR  staff.  Simply  email  Rick  Bagg  at  rickb@anrcoins.com  or 
John  Pack  at  johnp@anrcoins.com.  Or,  for  immediate  information, 
call  us  toll-free  at  1-866-81 1-1804. 


ANR  AUCTION 
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Chicago,  Illinois 

Official  Auctioneers  of  the  MidAmerica  Expc 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

August  1 1 , 2006 
Denver,  Colorado 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

September  2006 
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October  5,  2006 
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Atlanta,  Georgia 
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November  7-8,  2006 
Baltimore,  Maryland 
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What  our  consignors  say: 

| 

Your  company  s deservedly 
outstanding  reputation 
for  professionalism,  exper- 
tise, and  integrity  gets  the 
credit  for  the  outstanding 
success  of  the  auction. 

— Haig  A.  Koshkarian 

Every  step  of  the  process 
and  interaction  with 
American  Numismatic 
Rarities  affirmed  the 
wisdom  of  our  selection. 
— David  H.  Sussman 

The  manner  in  which 
your  company  displayed 
the  beauty  of  the  coins 
can  only  be  described 
as  “ spectacular .” 

— Beverly  LaBelle  Kellas 

Trusted  Names,  Familiar  Faces, 
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